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Article  L— ARMENIA  AND  THE  ARMENIANS. 

As  all  nations  are  affected  to  some  extent  by  the  climate, 
soil,  and  other  physical  circumstances  by  which  they  are  sur- 
rounded^ some  notice  of  the  geography  of  Ancient  Armenia 
becomes  necessary  in  order  to  a  proper  understandiug  of  the 
Armenian  race. 

The  boundaries  of  Armenia  have  changed  so  often  that  it  is 
now  somewhat  difficult  to  define  them ;  the  most  accurate  de- 
scription appears  to  be  that  of  Saint  Martin  in  his  *'  Memairea 
sur  L^Armeni6."  According  to  this  author,  Armenia  Major 
was  bounded  on  the  north  by  Georgia  and  the  Caucassian 
Mountains ;  on  the  south  by  a  line  which  would  pass  through 
Diarbekir,  at  about  S^""  north  latitude;  on  the  west  by  the 
western  Euphrates  ;  and  on  the  east  by  the  Caspian  Sea.  The 
Greek  geographers  frequently  mention  Armenia  Minor,  which 
lay  to  the  west  and  south  of  Armenia  Major  and  included 
portions  of  Northern  Syria^  Cilicia^  and  Karamanicu  Oorfa  on 
the  east  and  Cesarea  on  the  west  belonged  to  Armenia  Minor. 
The  original  home,  however,  of  the  Armenians  was  Armenia 
jUajor.     The  elevation  of  this  portion  of  the  earth's  surface 
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above  the  nearest  seas  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  several  large 
rivers  take  their  rise  in  Ancient  Armenia ;  among  these  are  the 
Eazil  Irmak,  the  ancient  Halys,  which  flows  west  and  north 
into  the  Black  Sea ;  the  Aras  (Araxes),  which  flows  east  into 
the  Caspian ;  the  Tigris  and  Euphrates,  which  flow  southeast 
into  the  Persian  Gulf.  Lake  Van,  which  may  be  taken  as  a 
central  point  of  Ancient  Armenia,  is  more  than  4,000  feet 
above  the  Black  Sea.  Armenia  has  ever  been  celebrated  for 
its  cold  and  healthy  climate,  its  pure  water,  its  rich  pasture 
lands,  its  fertile  valleys  and  plains,  and  lofty  mountains.  The 
winters  are  long  and  severe ;  the  summers  short  and  pleasant ; 
flowers  abound  during  the  months  of  June  and  July ;  the  at- 
mosphere is  very  clear  and  light ;  the  heavens,  at  night,  shine 
with  the  greatest  splendor.  Altogether  the  physical  aspects  of 
the  country  are  well  fitted  to  make  it  the  home  of  a  hardy, 
liberty -loving  race.  At  present  the  country  has  a  barren  ap- 
pearance; the  villages  are  squalid;  only  a  small  portion  of 
the  soil  is  cultivated ;  the  inhabitants  have  long  been  oppressed 
by  Turks  and  Kurds ;  yet,  notwithstanding  all  these  disadvan- 
tages, there  is  a  certain  indescribable  charm  about  the  physical 
nature  of  the  country,  which  may,  to  some  extent  at  least,  ac- 
count for  the  passionate  attachment  which  all  Armenians  have 
for  the  home  of  their  race.  It  is  worthy  of  notice,  however, 
that  Armenia  has  ever  been  at  the  confluence  of  several  great 
empires;  in  ancient  times,  Persia  was  on  the  east  and  the 
Eoman  Empire  on  the  west ;  in  more  modem  times,  the  Sara- 
cens and  Turks  have  been  on  the  south  and  Russia  on  the 
north.  These  empires  have  not  only  contended  fiercely  for  the 
possession  of  Armenia  but  when  marching  their  troops  against 
each  other  have  crossed  and  recrossed  her  territory  and  have 
fought  many  bloody  battles  on  her  soil  This  was  especially 
true  when  the  Romans  were  contending  with  the  Persians.  In 
this  respect,  the  geographical  position  of  Armenia  was  a  great 
obstacle  to  the  permanence  of  the  Armenian  kingdom. 

The  origin  of  the  Armenian  race  is  lost  in  the  obscurity  of 
the  past,  yet  there  are  many  reasons  for  believing  what  all  Ar- 
menians claim,  that  their  race  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  world. 
One  of  the  names  which  the  Armenians  give  to  their  country  is 
Askhanzean  ;  this  is  derived  plainly  from  AskenaZj  who  was  the 
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bTother  of  Togarmah  and  the  son  of  0<ymei\  Another  name 
which  they  themselves  give  to  their  country  is  Doon  Torkomah^ 
the  "  House  of  Torkomah ''  or  Togarmah.  St  Martin  well  says 
(voL  i,  p.  254),  **  If  we  fix  our  attention  on  the  names  of  the 
people  who  are  mentioned  in  Jer.  li,  27,  it  seems  very  probable 
that  the  posterity  of  Ashenaz  inhabited  a  portion  of  Armenia." 

These  statements  are  confirmed  by  the  traditions  of  the 
people.  We  have  frequently  asked  uneducated  Armenians,  in 
the  villages  in  Armenia,  who  was  their  great  ancestor,  and  the 
immediate  reply  has  always  been  "Turkom,"  which  is  but 
another  form  of  Togarmah.  Without  entering  more  fully  into 
the  subject,  we  may  say  in  general  that  there  seems  no  reason 
to  doubt  that  the  Armenians  have  occupied  Armenia  ever  since 
the  nations  were  dispersed  over  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  that 
they  retain,  to  a  great  extent,  the  early  characteristics  of  the 
raca  This  is  not  more  remarkable  in  their  case  than  in  the 
case  of  the  Nestorians,  the  Kurds,  or  the  Arabs.  The  Kurds 
have  undoubtedly  the  same  characteristics  which  they  had 
when  Xenophon  marched  through  their  country  on  his  retreat 
from  Mesopotamia  more  than  2,000  years  ago.  Strabo  tells  us 
that  the  horses  of  Armenia  were  held  in  high  esteem  (xi,  529), 
and  the  prophet  Ezekiel  says  (chap,  xxvii,  14)  that  the  people 
of  Togarmah  (Armenia)  traded  with  Tyre  in  horses  and  mulea 
Herodotus  (Book  i,  194)  describes  the  manner  in  which  the 
people  of  Armenia  descended  the  Tigris  on  rafts  to  Babylon. 
Another  proof  of  the  antiquity  of  the  race  may  be  found  in 
their  language ;  but  upon  this  we  will  not  dwell 

It  may  be  thought  that  we  have  spoken  at  too  great  length 
in  regard  to  the  origin  of  the  Armenian  race ;  the  subject, 
however,  is  not  only  interesting  in  itself  but  it  helps  to  illus- 
trate the  character  of  the  people.  It  surely  is  worthy  of  note 
that,  amid  all  the  revolutions  of  the  eastern  world,  they  have 
preserved  their  existence  as  a  people  and  have  retained  their 
national  characteristics,  and  form  to-day  one  of  the  links  that 
connect  the  immediate  present  with  the  remote  past  of  human 
history. 

In  physical  structure  the  Armenians  are  of  medium  height, 
squarely  built,  complexions  rather  dark,  hair  a  glossy  black, 
dark  and  beautiful  eyes,  their  frames  firmly  knit  so  that  they 
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are  capable  of  a  great  amount  of  physical  labor.  Many  of  the 
men  have  great  strength.  The  marriage  relation  is  guarded 
with  the  greatest  sanctity;  illegitimate  births  are  almost  un- 
known among  the  Armenians ;  marriage  ties  are  seldom  broken 
or  marriage  vows  violated ;  for  many  centuries  intermarriages 
of  relations  have  been  prohibited  both  by  law  and  custom. 
These  causes,  combined  with  a  bracing  climate,  have  produced 
a  people  remarkable  for  health  and  physical  strength.  Many 
of  the  females  of  the  higher  classes,  especially  in  youth,  are 
very  beautiful. 

The  Armenians  have  a  high  degree  of  mental  capacity ;  this 
is  shown  in  their  ready  mastery  of  the  details  of  business  ;  in 
the  rapid  progress  they  make  in  study  whenever  the  opportunity 
is  presented  to  them  ;  their  young  men  generally  take  a  high 
stand  in  scholarship  when  admitted  into  the  schools  and  colleges 
of  Europe  and  America.  Though  fond  of  pleasantry,  as  a  rule 
they  are  sober,  thoughtful,  soiriewhat  suspicious  and  jealous  of 
•each  other,  but  all  animated  by  a  true  national  pride  which 
often  degenerates  into  national  vanity  and  conceit  They  are 
istrong  and  tender  in  their  attachments,  while,  under  the  hard 
discipline  of  the  Turks,  they  have  learned  to  suppress  their 
Ifeelings  of  hatred  and  dislike  to  a  remarkable  degree.  They 
Tiave  a  sincere  reverence  for  the  aged,  and  delight  in  recount- 
ing the  deeds  of  the  great  heroes  of  their  race.  In  comparing 
them,  in  respect  to  their  mental  characteristics,  with  the  civil- 
ized nations  of  the  west,  we  should  remember  their  history,  a 
history  which,  for  several  hundred  years,  has  been  one  sad  tale 
of  oppression  and  sorrow.  If  we  bear  this  in  mind  we  shall 
wonder  at  the  great  amount  of  mental  life  and  activity  now 
existing  among  this  interesting  people.  They  enjoy  social  life 
to  a  greater  degree  probably  than  any  other  race  in  Turkey  ; 
their  habits  are  simple,  the  family  relation  is  maintained  with 
religious  sacredness ;  the  great  masses  of  the  Armenians,  in  the 
interior  of  the  country,  are  poor  and  obliged  to  earn  their  sup- 
port by  hard  labor ;  but  they  are  industrious,  frugal,  temperate, 
and  virtuous.  Of  course,  exceptions  to  all  these  statements  may 
be  found ;  we  speak,  however,  not  of  the  few  exceptions,  but 
of  the  great  mass  of  the  peopla  If  we  turn  to  the  religious 
history  of  the  Armenians,  we  shall  find  it  one  of  peculiar  inter- 
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est  It  is  difficult  now  to  ascertain  the  precise  form  of  their 
religion  previous  to  their  conversion  to  Christianity.  According 
to  St  Martin  (vol.  i,  p.  306),  the  Armenians  who  preceded 
Tiradates  had  a  religion  which  was  the  same  as  that  of  the 
Parthians^  a  mixture  of  the  opinions  of  Zoroaster,  somewhat 
changed,  with  the  worship  of  Greek  divinities  and  with  certain 
superstitions  brought  in  from  Scythia.  "The  gods  whom 
the  Armenians  regarded  as  most  powerful  were  Aramazt,  the 
same  as  Ormuzd  of  the  Persians  and  Jupiter  of  the  Greeks ; 
the  goddess  of  Anahid  or  Venus  and  Mihir  or  Mithra.^^  That 
thej  were  idolaters  is  admitted  by  all,  but  what  was  the  precise 
form  of  their  idolatry  is  not  well  understood.  This  much  is 
certain,  that  the  nation  never  returned  to  idolatry  after  it  had 
once  embraced  Christianity.  No  greater  insult  can  now  be 
offered  to  an  Armenian  than  to  caJl  him  a  "Karabasbt"  or 
^^ PiUparesi,'^  i.  a,  a  worshipper  of  idola 

Christianity  was  known  in  the  country  in  the  second  century, 

bnt  did  not  obtain  a  firm  foothold  until  the  beginning  of  the 

.fourth  century.*    In  302  Tiradates  an  Armenian  king,  the  last 

of  the  ArsacidaB,  and  many  Armenian  nobles  were  baptized  by 

Gregory  the  lUuminalor.^    Mr.  Gibbon  says  (vol.  ii,  p.  275), 

*  There  was  a  Christiaii  church  at  Edeata,  the  aocient  Ur  and  thetnodern  Oor/o, 
as  early  as  202  A.  D.,  and  this  church  was  probably  ArrMnian.  In  170  the  sym- 
boU  of  Baai  had  disappeared  from  the  coins  of  Ahga/r^  the  Armenian  king  of 
Edessa,  and  ihe  cross  was  substituted  in  their  stead. 

t  The  foUowing  appear  to  be  the  well  authenticated  facts  in  respect  to  this  emi- 
nent Reformer.  He  was  bom  at  VagharchhaJbedy  the  ancient  capital  of  Armenia, 
in  257  A.  D.  and  died  about  332.  He  was  the  son  of  Anag^  a  prince  of  the  royal 
family  of  Arsacida.  Anag  had  assassinated  Chosroea  I^  king  of  Armenia,  and 
was  therefore  put  to  death  with  all  his  family  except  Grregory,  who  was  then  two 
years  of  age.  He  was  taken  to  Oesarea,  in  Oappadoeia,  by  a  Christian  nurse.  On 
becoming  of  age  he  married  a  Christian  woman,  but  after  three  years  they  sepa- 
rated by  mutual  consent,  as  he  wished  to  devote  himself  to  an  ecclesiastical  life. 
He  went  to  Rome,  and  without  disclosing  his  religion  or  his  parentage  he  joined 
Tiradates  U,  the  king  of  Armenia,  who  was  then  in  Rome.  Gregory  accompa- 
nied Tiradates  to  Armenia ;  there  he  refused  to  sacrifice  to  idols,  and  was  cast  inta 
a  dungeon  near  AniaascUa]  here  he  remained  fourteen  years;  at  the  end  of  this 
^e  the  king  became  a  Christian  and  received  baptism  at  the  hands  of  Gregory. 
Gregory  afterwards  went  to  Gesarea  and  was  made  Metropolitan  of  Armenia ;  be 
then  returned  and  preached  the  Gospel  both  east  and  west  of  the  Euphrates^  de- 
stroyed many  idol  temples  and  built  many  Christian  churches.  Having  made  hia 
son  Aristarckiu  his  suooessor,  he  withdrew  from  public  life. 
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"  The  renowned  TiradaieSj  the  hero  of  the  East,  may  dispute 
with  Constantine  the  honor  of  being  the  first  sovereign  who 
embraced  the  Christian  religion."*  And  Dean  Milman  adds, 
"  St  Martin  has  likewise  clearly  shown  that  Armenia  was  the 
first  nation  that  embraced  Christianity."  There  seems  no  rea- 
son to  doubt  that  the  Armenian  Church  for  several  centuries 
was  thoroughly  orthodox  and  evangelical ;  so  late  as  the  twelfth 
century  the  Armenians  were  not  reconciled  to  the  sight  of 
images ;  in  theology  they  were  Augustinian  ;  they  adopted  the 
Apostolic^  the  Nicenej  and  the  Aihanasian  creeds.  In  the  sixth 
century,  a  majority  of  the  church  accepted  monophysitical 
views ;  at  that  time  the  following  may  be  said  to  have  been  the 
doctrinal  position  of  the  Armenian  Church ;  the  majority  at 
least  held  that  the  human  nature  of  Christ  was  absorbed  in  the 
divine ;  that  the  Holy  Ghost  proceeded  from  the  Father  alone, 
in  this  respect  differing  from  the  Latin  and  agreeing  with  the 
Greek  Church ;  that  man  is  redeemed  from  original  sin  by  the 
sacrifice  of  Christ,  and  this  redemption  is  appropriated  by  bap- 
tism ;  that  redemption  from  actual  sin  is  secured  by  penance  and 
auricular  confession ;  they  hold  the  seven  Sacraments  of  the 
Roman  Church,  the  mediation  of  the  Saints,  the  doctrine  of 
transubstantiation.  They  give  the  communion  in  both  kinds 
to  the  common  people ;  deny  the  doctrine  of  purgatorial  pen- 
ance, yet  think  that  prayers  for  the  dead  will  help  the  departed. 
The  Armenians  rejected  the  authority  of  the  Council  of  Chal- 
cedon  in  586  and  renounced  all  connection  with  the  Greek 
Church.  In  1145  the  Armenians  were  for  a  short  time  con- 
nected with  Rome ;  in  1828  a  portion  of  the  church  united  with 

*  Tiradates  was  the  son  of  Chomvee ;  when  an  infant  his  father  was  assassina- 
ted; he  was  saved  by  his  friends  and  educated  under  the  auspices  of  the  Roman 
emperors.  Armenia  was  then  in  the  hands  of  the  Persiam.  In  the  third  year  of 
Biodetiao,  or  A.  D.  287,  Tiradates  was  restored  to  the  throne  of  Armenia  by  the 
Bomans;  he  was  reoeiyed  with  great  joy  by  the  Armenian  people.  He  became  a 
Christian  in  302  and  was  baptized  by  Gh!egory  the  Bluminator.  In  a  few  years  he 
was  expeUed  a  second  time  from  his  kingdom  by  the  Persians.  He  took  refuge  in 
the  court  of  the  Roman  emperor.  Diodetian  resolved  to  support  him ;  he  came 
to  Antiooh,  and  the  decisive  battle  was  fought  east  of  the  Buphrates  on  the  plain 
of  GarrtuB;  the  Romans  were  defeated,  but  were  subsequently  victorious  under 
Oaleriu8j  who  confirmed  Tiradates  in  his  authority.  "  He  died  at  length,"  says 
Gibbon,  "  after  a  reign  of  fifty-six  years,  and  the  fortune  of  the  Armenian  mon- 
archy expired  with  him.'' 
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Borne,  and  again  in  1441  there  was  another  attempt  at  a  union 
of  Armenians  and  Jacobites  with  Bome.  With  these  slight 
exceptions,  the  Armenians  have  kept  themselves  resolutely  in- 
dependent of  both  the  Greek  and  Latin  Churches.  At  the 
present  time  there  may  be  800,000  Boman  Catholic  Armenians 
out  of  a  population  of  about  8,000,000.  The  Boman  Catholic 
Armenians  are  wealthy  and  influential ;  they  are  found  mostly 
in  the  large  cities,  as  Oanstantinoplej  Smyrna,  Aleppo,  Erzroom^ 
and  Adrianople,  The  Boman  Catholic  Armenians  are  restless  . 
under  the  Papal  authority ;  of  late  years  very  serious  divisions 
have  existed  among  them,  that  have  called  for  the  active  inter- 
ference of  the  Turkish  Government 

One  feature  in  the  religious  history  of  the  Armenians  is 
worthy  of  special  notice ;  we  refer  to  their  profound  reverence 
for  the  Word  of  God  The  Bible  was  translated  into  their  lan- 
guage in  the  fifth  century.  As  Armenian  scholars  did  not 
know  Hebrew,  the  translation  was  made  from  the  Septiiagint ; 
so  weU  was  the  work  done,  however,  that  some  biblical  scholars 
have  called  the  Armenian  Bible  the  Queen  of  the  Versions, 
This  ancient  version  of  the  Scriptures  has  doubtless  been  the 
instrument  in  preserving  whatever  of  Christian  life  has  remained 
among  the  Armenians ;  certain  it  is  that  they  have  the  most 
sincere  regard  for  God's  Word,  and  have  ever  held  fast  to  the 
idea  that  every  man  is  at  liberty  to  read  and  understand  that 
Word  for  himself 

Besides  the  Bible  they  have  an  extensive  Liturgy  in  the  an- 
cient language ;  this  Liturgy  was  prepared  at  an  early  day  and 
is  still  used  in  all  Armenian  churchea*    Many  of  the  Armeni- 

*  Those  who  are  anxioufl  to  pursue  this  subject  will  be  interested  in  a  pamphlet 
pr^>ared  by  the  eminent  linguist,  the  Rm).  8.  C.  MoUanf  M.  A.,  and  published  in 
London  by  David  NitU^  270  Strand,  1870.  It  is  entitled,  "  The  Divine  lAtuargy  of 
the  Armenian  Ghurek^  of  St  Oregory  the  IBuminaior;"  translated  from  the  Arme- 
nian ;  with  an  introduction  and  notes.  From  this  pamphlet  we  quote  the  following 
prayer,  as  a  specimen  of  the  ancient  prayers  of  the  Armenian  Church.  This  is  a 
prayer  to  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  is  to  be  offered  by  the  ecdesiastio  who  officiates  at 
the  communion  sendee. 

^  0  Almighty,  beneficent  Qod  of  all  things  and  Lover  of  men.  Creator  of  things 
Tisible  and  invisible,  Saviour  and  Preserver,  Protector  and  Giver  of  Peace,  Mighty 
Spirit  of  the  Father,  we  entreat  Thee  with  open  arms,  with  humble,  earnest  prayer, 
in  Thine  awful  presence.  We  draw  nigh  in  great  fear  and  trembling,  in  order  to 
offor  this  reasonable  sacrifice ;  first  to  thine  unsearchable  power,  being,  as  Thou 
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nian  prayers  in  the  ancient  language  are  not  only  very  evangel- 
ical in  sentiment,  but  very  beautiful  in  style.  The  chants  also 
of  the  ancient  church  are  greatly  admired  by  all  Armenians. 
The  national  acceptance  of  Christianity  by  the  Armenian  peo- 
ple was  followed  by  many  bitter  and  bloody  contests,  in  which 
the  Christian  party  was  generally  supported  by  the  Boman  and 
the  pagan  party  by  the  Persian  power.  At  the  beginning  of 
the  sixth  century  the  greater  part  of  Armenia  had  come  under 
the  Persian  yoke;  the  Persian  kings  found  Christianity  so 
firmly  rooted  among  the  people  that  they  were  compelled  at  last 
to  allow  to  the  Armenians  the  free  exercise  of  their  religion. 
In  the  minds  of  most  Armenians  the  period  of  these  earnest 
contests  for  the  "faith  once  delivered  to  the  Saints"  is  the 
brightest  epoch  in  their  whole  history.  We  could  not  expect 
that  the  Armenian  Church  would  escape  the  general  darkness 
and  corruption  of  the  Middle  Ages ;  it  may  be  fairly  claimed, 
however,  that  she  emerged  from  that  darkness  less  corrupt  than 
the  great  mass  of  the  Greek  and  Latin  Churches.  At  the  be- 
ginning of  the  present  century  her  condition  may  be  described 
generally  as  one  of  ignorance  ;  with  minor  exceptions  her  doc- 
art,  equal  in  throne,  in  glory,  and  in  oreatiYe  energy,  with  the  unchangeabLe  Majesty 
of  the  Father ;  and  Searcher  as  thou  art  also  of  the  hidden,  deep  counsels  of  the 
Almighty  Father  of  Emmanuel,  who  sent  Thee,  He  who  is  Saviour,  Verifier,  and 
Creator  of  all  things.  Through  Thee  was  made  known  to  us  the  threefold  person* 
ality  in  One  essence  of  the  Gk>dhead ;  of  which  Three  Persons  Thou  art  known  as 
one  and  incomprehensible.  By  Thee  and  through  Thee  did  the  first  race  of  the 
patriarchal  house,  called  seers,  declare  aloud  and  clearly  the  things  past  and  to 
oome.  The  Spirit  of  God  announced  Thee  to  Moses,  eyen  Thee,  whose  moving  on 
the  surface  of  the  waters,  as  an  energy  which  no  one  can  restrain,  and  by  thy  sol- 
emn going  to  and  fro  while  brooding  over  them,  and  under  thy  sheltering  winga 
fondly  calling  new  beings  into  lif^  didst  foreshadow  the  mystery  wrought  at 
Holy  Baptism ;  who  after  this  pattern,  and  ere  the  vault  of  the  firmament  above 
was  spread  on  high,  like  a  veil,  didst,  as  Absolute  Ruler,  create  the  complete  na- 
tures of  all  beings  that  are,  from  aU  things  that  are  not  In  thy  creating  power 
shall  all  men  by  Thee  be  renewed  at  the  Resurrection,  at  the  last  day  of  this  ex- 
istence, but  the  first  of  heavenly  life.  Thee  also  did  the  Father's  firstborn  son. 
Thy  fellow  and  of  the  same  essence  with  the  Fiather,  in  one  likeness  obey  Thee 
with  oneness  of  will,  as  of  the  same  substance  as  his  Mighty  Father;  He  declared 
that  blasphemy  against  Thee  should  never  be  forgiven,  thus  cutting  short  the 
railing  aocusations  of  Thine  impious  gainsayers,  while  He,  the  just  and  innocent 
Greater  of  all,  forgave  his  accusers;  He,  who  for  our  sins  was  betrayed  to  death 
and  rose  again  for  our  justification.  Unto  him  be  glory  through  Thee,  unto  Tbe^ 
praise,  blessing  with  the  Father  Almigh^,  for  ever  and  ever  \  Amen." 
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tiinal  position  might  have  been  called  Orthodox,  while  the 
morals  of  both  priests  and  people  were  certainly  not  as  bad  as 
those  of  other  professedly  Ghristiaa  nations  both  in  the  East  and 
OD  the  continent  of  Europa  The  church  seemed  ready  for  a 
Beformation ;  little  did  its  leaders  anticipate  that  those  who 
should  sound  the  first  notes  of  that  reformation  would  come 
from  a  land  beyond  the  seas  and  oceans,  a  laud  whose  very  ex- 
istence was  unknown  to  Europe  for  a  thousand  years  after  the 
baptism  of  the  first  Armenian  king  I  so  wonderful  are  the  shift- 
ings  and  changes  in  the  great  drama  of  the  world's  history. 

The  first  American  missionaries  to  Palestine  were  sent  out 
by  the  American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions 
in  the  year  1821-2.  When  at  Jerusalem  their  attention  waa 
arrested  by  a  class  of  pilgrims  of  whom  they  had  not  before 
heard.  "Who  are  these  good  looking  men,"  they  asked, 
"with  black  hair  and  dark  eyes  and  with  such  thoughtful, 
intelligent  faces?"  The  reply  to  this  question  was  the  seed 
com  that  has  since  multiplied  into  the  rich  harvests  now  ready 
throaghout  all  Turkey  for  the  Christian  reaper.  We  shall  state, 
in  the  briefest  possible  manner,  the  results  of  the  operations  of 
the  American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions 
among  the  Armenians. 

In  the  year  1881  the  Rev.  Wm.  Goodell  and  wife  took  up 
their  residence  at  Constantinople  as  the  first  missionaries  to  the 
Armenians ;  they  were  soon  followed  by  Schauffter^  Dwight^ 
Biggs,  Schneider,  Powers,  Ladd,  Benjamin,  Hamlin  and  others. 
Some  of  these  excellent  men  have  fallen  asleep ;  others  are  still 
living,  actively  engaged  in  the  work  and  witnesses  of  results 
which  could  not  have  been  anticipated  when  they  began  their 
labors.  The  first  great  obstacle  that  met  the  missionaries  was 
the  profound  ignorance  of  the  people,  and  the  first  question 
presented  to  them  for  solution  was,  how  can  this  ignorance  be 
removed  ?  How  can  the  people  be  enlightened  in  regard  to  the 
simple  and  fundamental  doctrines  of  the  religion  of  which  they 
are  so  proud  ?  The  answer  to  this  question  shaped  the  first  and 
all  subsequent  efforts  of  the  missionaries.  The  Bible  must  be 
given  to  the  common  people;  tracts  must  be  distributed,  schools 
must  be  established,  the  Gospel  must  be  preached  not  only  to 
congregations  but  to  men  by  the  way-side,  in  their  homes,  in 
the  khans ;  men  must  be  invited  to  visit  the  missionaries,  the 
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truth  mast  be  pressed  home  in  private  conversation ;  religious 
newspapers  must  be  published ;  a  Christian  literature  must  be 
created ;  men  must  be  trained  for  the  ministry.  At  the  end  of 
the  first  ten  years  no  evan:>elical  church  had  been  formed,  no 
separate  civil  community  of  Protestants  had  been  organized, 
but  many  Armenians  had  become  convinced  of  the  errors  of 
their  church.  Some  of  these  had'been  driven  from  their  homes 
into  exile ;  at  (hnstarUinopIe^  Nicomedia^  Brusa,  Trebizond,  Erz- 
room  and  other  places  men  had  been  aroused  to  seek  after  the 
truth;  fourteen  missionaries  and  their  wives  had  joined  the 
mission ;  Mr.  Hamlin  had  b^un  that  work  of  education  in 
Turkey  to  which  he  has  devoted  his  life.  In  1841,  after  ten 
years  of  missionary  labor,  the  state  of  the  Armenian  mind  may 
be  described  as  in  2i ferment]  the  opposition  of  the  ecclesiastics 
was  strong  and  bitter ;  persecution  only  awakened  a  new  inter- 
est and  stirred  up  greater  enquiry. 

If  we  pass  over  another  ten  years  to  1861,  we  find  that  the 
current  of  new  ideas  has  become  broader,  deeper,  more  irresist- 
ible in  its  course.  The  battle  for  religious  liberty  in  Turkey 
has  been  fought  and  won ;  the  death-penalty  for  apostasy  from 
the  Mohammedan  religion  is  forever  abolished  by  a  Royal  Fir- 
man ;  eight  evangelical  churches  have  been  organized  among  the 
Armenians,  and  the  Gospel  has  been  preached  throughout  Bi- 
thynia,  in  ancient  Armenia,  in  Oilida,  in  Mesopotamia  and  K&r' 
distan.  The  Press  has  begun  to  pour  forth  its  flood  of  light ;  the 
number  of  missionaries  has  increased  to  twenty-four;  a  Female 
Seminary  has  been  established  at  Constantinople ;  the  mission- 
aries have  begun  to  ordain  native  pastors  over  the  churches ; 
the  Protestants  have  begun  to  receive  civil  protection  from  the 
Turkish  Government,  though  not  yet  recognized  as  a  separate 
Christian  community.  The  translation  of  the  Scriptures  is 
going  forward  prosperously;  hymns  are  prepared  and  sung  in 
many  languages.  Passing  over  another  period  of  ten  years  to 
1861,  we  find  that  missionaries  are  living  and  working  through- 
out the  whole  of  Asia  Minor,  at  Nicom^dia,  Brusa,  Smyrna, 
TVebizaadj  Erzroom,  JSivas,  Tocat,  Harpoot,  Arabhir^  Marash, 
Oorfa,  Aintab,  Aniioch,  and  Adancu  We  find  that  the  one  mis- 
sion to  the  Armenians  has  expanded  into  the  three  missions  of 
Western,  Eastern,  and  Central  Turkey.     We  find  that  forty-two 
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churches  have  been  organized,  that  one  hundred  and  nine  com- 
mon schools  have  been  established,  that  forty-six  men  have 
been  trained  for  the  ministry,  of  whom  ten  have  been  or- 
dained as  pastors  of  churches ;  that  the  entire  Bible  has  been 
translated  and  published  in  both  the  Armenian  and  the  Ar- 
meno-Turkish  languages;  that  Theological  Schools  for  the 
education  of  young  men  for  the  ministry  have  been  estab- 
lished at  Aintab  and  Harpooi  as  well  as  at  ConstanttTiople,  We 
find  that  the  policy  of  self-support  has  been  inaugurated  in 
all  parts  of  the  country,  and  that  the  evangelical  churches  and 
communities  begin  nobly  to  bear  their  share  in  the  work  of 
evangelizing  the  empire.  The  number  of  missionaries  has  in- 
creased to  forty-four ;  the  newly  organized  churches  begin  to 
think  of  forming  ecclesiastical  associations  or  "  Unions^^^  that  they 
may  work  together  for  the  common  causa  Hundreds  of  women 
have  learned  to  read  the  Bible  intelligently  for  themselves ;  a 
Female  Seminary  has  been  established  at  ^mto6  in  Central  Tur- 
key ;  public  opinion  begins  to  fevor  and  demand  the  elevation 
and  education  of  women.  Missionaries  have  established  them- 
selves in  the  very  heart  of  Kurdistan ;  others  have  faced  death 
itself  at  the  hands  of  the  robbers  of  the  Taurus  Mountains. 
In  1861  the  contest  has  become  a  pitched  battle  in  which  the 
native  Protestants,  led  by  missionaries,  native  pastors,  preachers, 
and  teachers,  boldly  attack  the  enemy  everywhera  The  prin- 
cipal weapon  is  **  the  sword  of  the  Spirit ;"  it  appears  more  and 
more  evident  that  the  whole  Armenian  nation  is  becoming  en- 
lightened, at  least  intellectually,  and  that  the  real  work  of  re- 
formation is  going  on  outside  of  the  Protestant  churches  and 
communities. 

If  we  pass  over  another  period  of  ten  years,  to  the  end  of 
1871,  we  find  that  there  are  seventy-six  evangelical  churches 
among  the  Armenians,  with^owr  thousand  and  thirty-two  church- 
members  ;  that  there  are  fifiy  ordained  native  pastors,  and 
fifty-six  educated  licensed  preachers ;  that  222  common  schools 
contain  5,080  scholars,  and  that  the  number  of  registered  Prot- 
estants has  increased  to  19,471 ;  that  there  are  202  places  where 
the  gospel  is  regularly  preached,  and  that  128  Sabbath  schools 
are  attended  each  Sabbath  by**:.'^er  8,000  persons.  We  find 
that  during  this  ten  years,  from  1861  to  1871,  805,700  copies 
of  the  Bible  and  portions  of  the  Bible  have  been  sold  in  Turkey 
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for  nearly  $90,000  in  gold.  We  find  that  the  whole  number  of 
bound  volumes  issued  from  the  press  from  the  time  of  its  first 
establishment  is  711,700,  besides  all  the  books  and  tracts  pub- 
lished in  the  languages  of  Turkey  by  the  Bible  and  Tract 
Societies  of  England  and  America.  We  find  four  schools  for 
the  training  of  young  men  for  the  ministry  at  Marsovan^  Har- 
poot^  Afardiuj  and  Marash;  that  there  are  eleven  well  organized 
schools  exclusively  for  the  education  of  girls  under  the  care  of 
ladies  from  America,  and  that  in  these  schools  several  hundred 
Armenian  girls  are  fitting  themselves  to  exert  a  silent  but 
mighty  influence  in  the  work  of  reformation.* 

Stated  in  their  baldest  form,  these  are  some  of  the  results  of 
the  operations  of  the  American  Board  among  the  Armenians. 
To  our  minds  these  facts  are  very  suggestive ;  they  show  that 
the  Armenians  were  prepared  for  reformation  and  were  quick 
to  appreciate  the  advantages  placed  within  their  reach  by  the 
missionaries ;  and  the  same  facts  give  us  hope  for  the  future. 

Much  is  said  just  now  about  working  for  the  permanent  races. 
Here  is  a  race  that  can  trace  back  its  history  as  fiir  as  history 
goes,  and  that  it  appears  to  have  a  noble  future  before  it  The 
geographical  position  of  this  race  is  such  as  to  give  it  the  widest 
possible  influence  in  Turkey^  Persia^  and  Russia.  The  dangers 
that  threaten  the  Armenians  in  the  future  are  internal  rather 
than  external ;  unity  of  action  in  securing  the  results  of  their 
newly-acquired  freedom  avid  intelligence  are  essential  to  their 
prosperity,  yet  they  seem  slow  to  realize  this  fact  The 
wealthy  and  influential  Armenians  at  Constantinople  seem 
jealous  of  each  other  and  quite  unwilling  to  act  together  for 
the  national  good.  In  other  parts  of  the  country  there  seems 
among  the  Protestants  to  be  quite  a  disposition  to  break  away 
from  the  leadership  of  the  American  missionaries.  It  would 
be  foolish  to  claim  that  those  missionaries  have  made  no  mis- 
takes ;  no  one  can  assert  for  them  that  they  are  all  men  of  the 
profoundest  wisdom  and  of  the  gentlest  manners ;  the  campaign 
in  which  those  missionaries  have,  for  forty-two  years,  been 

*  No  one  can  become  acquainted  with  the  recent  religious  history  of  the  Ori- 
ental churches  without  examining  the^^haustive  work  of  the  Rev.  Rufus  Ander- 
son, D.D.,  entitled  ^^  Republication  of  me  Ooapdin  Bible  LaridSj"  or  *^  Missions  to 
ffie  OrienkU  Churches."    Congregational  Board  of  Publication,  1873. 
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engaged,  has  taxed  heavily  the  patience,  the  endurance,  the 
tempers  of  the  officers  in  command.  Taking  a  broad  view  of 
the  results  of  the  campaign,  the  officers  have  no  reason  to  be 
ashamed  of  their  record.  Much,  however,  remains  to  be  done  ; 
the  battles  are  not  all  fought ;  in  fact,  the  gre-at  contest  with 
the  giant  system  of  Mohammed  has  only  begun.  In  the  gr^at 
battle  of  the  future  the  evangelical  Armenian  churches  ought 
to  be  in  the  very  front  Will  they  be  ?  Much  will  depend  on 
the  training  which  they  receive,  but  more  on  the  spirit  which 
actuates  them.  If  our  words  could  reach  all  the  parties  con- 
cerned, we  would  urge  the  missionaries  among  the  Armenians 
to  give  to  the  native  pastors^  preachers^  and  teachers  the  most 
thorough  training  possible ;  they  are  to  be  the  leaders  in  the 
work  of  evangelizing  Turkey ;  the  native  churches  are  begin- 
ning to  demand  well-educated  ministers ;  many  of  the  native 
pastors  themselves  feel  that  they  are  but  poorly  qualified  for 
their  work ;  it  seems  morally  certain  that  if  this  demand  for 
a  more  thoroughly  trained  ministry  is  not  met  by  the  Ameri- 
can missionaries,  the  native  churches  will  apply  to  other  sources 
for  aid.  Do  not  the  real  interests  of  the  reformation  in  Tur- 
key require  that  this  movement  in  the  direction  of  a  higher 
education  be  guided  and  kept  under  the  control  of  the  practical 
sense  of  Americans?  We  are  glad  to  know  that  many  Arme- 
nian youth  are  pursuing  their  studies  in  the  Robert  College  at 
Constantinople,  and  that  the  missionaries  and  the  officers  of 
the  American  Board  are  aiding  the  evangelical  churches  in 
Central  Turkey  to  establish  a  first-class  college  at  Aintab* 

*  We  cannot  forbear  quoting  the  following  recommendation  of  the  proposed  col. 
lege  at  Aintab.  It  is  from  the  Rev.  Cyrus  Hamlin,  D.D,  President  of  Robert 
College  at  Constantinople.  No  man  is  better  qualified  to  speak  on  such  a  subject 
than  Dr.  Hamlin.  • 

Oonatanimople,  Sept  1,  1872. 

"  The  present  is  the  era  of  education  in  the  Turkish  Empire.  After  the  conquest  of 
Constantinople  there  was  a  long  period  in  which  Turkish  fanaticism,  not  without 
some  exceUencies  of  administration,  bore  sway;  then  foUowed  a  still  longer  period  of 
decay  and  death.  The  missionaries  came  in  at  the  right  moment  to  commenoe  their 
work.  The  tS^reek  revolution  had  g^ven  a  rude  arousing  shock  to  the  empire. 
Kuropean  modes  of  warfare  must  be  learned.  Four  centuries  before,  Turkey  had 
taught  Europe  the  art  of  war,  Europe  must  now  teach  her;  the  steamboat  also 
ap()eared  in  Turkish  waters.  The  dense  stolid  mass  of  ignorance  and  self-conceit 
was  riven  here  and  there.    The  missionaries  gave  to  the  empire  common  schools^ 
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"We  would  urge  the  Armenians  themselves  to  remember  that, 
notwithstanding  all  their  real  or  supposed  defects,  the  best  and 
most  thoroughly  tried  friends  of  the  Armenian  race  are  the 
American  missionaries ;  the  dust  of  many  of  those  missionaries 
is  now  mingling  with  the  dust  of  the  ancestors  of  the  Armenian 
peopla  Many  an  American  mother  has  buried  her  loved  chil- 
dren in  the  sacred  soil  of  Armenia.  Ethnologically  the  Ar- 
menians and  the  Americans  are  second  cousins;  they  ought 
to  regard  each  other  with  mutual  respect,  to  love  each  other, 
and  to  labor  for  each  other's  good.  Considering  what  has 
been  accomplished  for  the  Armenians  by  their  transatlantic 
cousins,  especially  by  such  men  as  Uamlin^  RiggSy  Dwight, 
Schneider^  Pratt,  and  others,  it  ill  becomes  that  interesting 
people  to  attempt  to  disparage  or  belittle  the  work  of  the 
American  missionaries  in  Turkey.  The  reformation  of  the 
Turkish  Empire  is  one  of  the  great  enterprises  of  modern 
times;  those  in  charge  of  this  enterprise  cannot  afford  to 
waste  their  time  and  spend  their  strength  in  contending 
with  each  other.  Those  Christian  friends  in  England  and 
America  who  seem  disposed  to  encourage  distrust  and  jealousy 
in  the  minds  of  native  pastors  and  preachers  towards  the  mis- 
sionaries, can  hardly  realize  what  a  vital  blow  they  are  striking 
at  the  very  life  of  the  whole  enterprise.  For  many  centuries 
the  Armenians  have  been  an  oppressed  people ;  in  lifting  them 
from  darkness  into  the  light  let  us  be  patient,  hopeful,  forbear- 
ing. We  should  remember  that  they  are  a  people  justly  proud 
of  their  antiquity,  their  native  country,  and  the  heroic  deeds 
of  their  ancestors.  Scattered  throughout  Turkey,  Persia  and 
Southern  Russia,  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  they  are  to  exert 
an  important  influence  in  those  countries  during  the  next  cen- 

with  beautiful  intelligible  school  books  in  the  spoken  languages ;  thej  gave  also 
the  Word  of  Gk)cL  Attentive  observers  know  how  silently,  widely,  and  mightily, 
these  new  forces  have  wrought,  where  neither  missionaries  nor  their  agents  have 
ever  been.  The  intelligence  of  all  these  many  peoples  has  been  wonderfully  aroused. 
But  now  another  great  step  has  been  taken — the  people  everywhere  demand  a 
higher  education — ^the  highest  that  can  be  had.  The  history  of  the  Oollege  in 
CSentral  Turkey,  now  proposed,  is  proof  of  this.  In  great  poverty  and  depression 
a  noble  beginning  has  been  made.  Those  who  aid  it  will  throw  the  transforming 
power  of  a  high  ChrLstian  education  right  into  the  heart  of  this  great  and  dark 
empiie.    To  what  nobler  purpose  can  wealth  be  applied  ?" 
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tury.  The  officers  of  the  American  Board  of  Commissioners 
for  Foreign  Missions  have  shown  true  wisdom  in  extending  a 
sympathizing  hand  to  that  people  in  their  hour  of  need.  We 
believe  that  the  name  of  that  Board  will  be  mentioned  with 
heartfelt  gratitude  by  generations  yet  unborn  among  the  moun- 
tains and  valleys  of  Armenia. 

This  old  yet  ever  young  nation  appeals  to  its  brethren 
beyond  the  seas  in  the  words  of  the  Macedonian  cry :  "  Come 
over  and  help  us.''  Shall  they  appeal  in  vain?  It  will  require 
many  years  of  patient  toil  for  ATnerica  to  perfect  the  reformation 
otArmeniay  but  the  work  is  well  begun  and  can  be  accomplished ; 
that  reformation  has  a  solid  basis  in  the  physical  strength,  the 
virtue,  the  mental  ability  of  the  Armenians.  Let,  then,  the 
youngest  of  the  nations  stretch  out  its  hand  to  the  oldest ;  let 
the  blood  of  the  new  world  flow  into  the  veins  tod  arteries  of 
the  old.  Once  reformed  and  educated,  why  should  not  the  Ar- 
menians become  the  pioneers  of  a  Christian  civilization  that 
shall  renew  the  youth  of  the  dead  empires  of  the  East  ? 
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Articlb  IL— CONSTTTUTION-MAKINQ. 

The  Constitutional  Convention  ;  its  History^  Powtrs,  and  Modes  of 
Proceeding.  By  John  Alexander  Jameson,  Judge  of  the 
Superior  Court  of  Chicago,  and  Professor  of  Constitutional 
Law,  &c.,  in  the  Law  Department  of  the  Chicago  University. 
New  York  and  Chicago.     1867. 

Historical  Notes  on  the  Constitutions  of  Connecticut  1689-1818. 
Particularly  on  the  Origin  and  Progress  of  the  Movement  which 
resulted  in  the  Convention  of  1818,  and  the  Adoption  of  the 
present  Constitution,  By  J.  Hammond  Trumbull.  Hart- 
ford :  Brown  &  Gross.     1873. 

Journal  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  Connecticut,  field  at 
Hartford  in  1818.  Printed  by  order  of  the  Legislature. 
Hartford.     1878. 

Constitutional  government  means,  in  the  language  of  the 
British  empire,  a  certain  balance  of  powers  in  the  State — a 
partly  traditional  and  partly  statute  arrangement  which  enables 
the  crown,  the  aristocracy,  and  the  common  people,  to  hold  each 
other  in  check.  More  especially  it  means  that  the  crown  can 
raise  no  money  but  by  act  of  Parliament,  and  that  money-bills 
must  originate  in  the  House  of  Commons.  In  the  language  of 
the  United  States,  constitutional  government  means  govern- 
ment under  a  written  constitution — ^government  constituted  and 
limited  by  a  certain  statute  or  written  law  which  it  can  neither 
overrule  nor  change,  and  which  differs  from  all  other  statutes 
in  that  it  is  the  sovereign  charter,  from  which  the  power  to  or- 
dain all  other  statutes  is  derived.  The  constitution  creates  the 
government ;  and,  by  the  distribution  which  it  makes  of  the 
various  powers  ^essential  to  a  government,  it  provides  for  the 
enactment  of  laws,  for  the  administration  of  justice  according  to 
law,  for  individual  liberty,  for  the  security  of  right  against 
power,  and  for  the  conservation  of  all  those  common  interests 
which  are  recognized  as  coming  within  the  sphere  of  govern- 
ment.    Our  idea,  therefore,  and  that  which  is  current  among 
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oar  British  kindred,  are  alike  to  this  extent :  a  oonstitutional 
government  is  one  in  which  various  powers  essential  to  the 
State  are  so  adjusted  that,  while  each  is  helpless  without  the 
others,  each  is  in  a  measure  independent  of  the  others.  The 
difference  is  that  in  the  British  empire  ^'  the  constitution"  is  es- 
sentially unwritten,  an  agglomeration  of  statutes  and  traditions, 
liable  to  be  swept  away  by  **  the  omnipotence  of  Parliament," 
or  (in  a  closer  analysis)  by  the  omnipotence  of  the  House  of 
Commons;  while  with  us  "the  constitution" — whether  of  a 
State  or  of  the  United  States — is  always  a  written  instrument 
ordained  by  the  people,  and  incapable  of  being  changed  or  swept 
away  by  any  of  the  powers  which  it  delegates  to  the  servants  of 
the  peopla 

Thus  it  is  that,  in  this  country,  the  process  of  making  or 
amending  written  constitutions — especially  the  constitutions  of 
the  several  States — ^is  almost  always  going  on  somewhera  A 
new  State,  coming  into  existence  as  a  member  of  the  Union, 
must  form  for  itself  a  constitution,  and  after  a  while  that  con- 
stitution will  need  amendment — perhaps  a  thorough  revision. 
A  thriving  State  may  outgrow  the  organic  law  which  was  once 
well  suited  to  its  character  and  condition.  Changes  not  only  in 
the  number,  but  in  the  distribution  and  character  of  its  popula- 
tion, may  require  some  political  reconstruction  to  which 
ordinary  legislation  is  incompetent  Changes  in  the  occupa- 
tions and  industry  of  the  people,  and  in  the  amount  and  distri- 
bution of  wealth,  may  be  so  great  that  the  constitution  which 
was  sufficient  for  the  State  when  almost  every  citizen  culti- 
vated his  own  farm,  and  lived  in  a  frugal  independence,  has 
become  an  inconvenient  anachronism.  In  the  general  progress 
of  the  age,  corporations  of  immense  wealth,  controlled  each  by 
an  individual  who  wields  it  as  if  it  were  his  own,  and  con- 
tinually entering  into  more  formidable  combinations  with  each 
other,  may  have  grown  till  the  State  has  suddenly  found  itself 
overshadowed  by  a  power  which  its  legislature,  under  existing 
arrangements,  cannot  resist  The  progress  of  political  science, 
guided  by  experience,  may  indicate  new  methods  of  maintain- 
ing individual  liberty,  of  securing  intelligence  and  purity  in 
legislative  bodies,  and  uprightness  in  the  administration  of 
public  affairs,  or  of  guarding  the  people  against  that  tendency 

VOL.  xxxiii.  2 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


18  Oonstttntton- Making,  [Jan., 

by  which  power  passes,  unobserved,  from  the  many  to  the  few ; 
and  a  revision  of  the  constitution  may  be  necessary  in  order 
that  the  State  may  incorporate  into  its  institutions  the  best 
results  of  political  science  or  of  its  own  experience  in  self- 
government  At  this  time,  the  question  of  constitutional  re- 
vision is  a  question  immediately  practical  in  Michigan,  in  Penn- 
sylvania, in  Connecticut,  and  in  other  States — we  need  not 
remember  how  many. 

Judge  Jameson's  volume,  referred  to  at  the  head  of  this 
Article,  is  learned,  discriminating,  sound  in  its  theory  of  society 
and  government,  and  judicious  in  its  discernment  and  applica- 
tion of  principlea  It  is,  therefore,  a  work  of  great  value  in  our 
country,  and  might  be  of  equal  value  in  any  country  where  the 
people  are  endeavoring  to  establish  a  government  limited  and 
controlled  by  a  written  constitution.  It  is  unique,  we  believe, 
in  its  subject  and  plan — the  first  of  its  kind. 

We  have  also  referred  to  a  valuable  pamphlet  by  the  Hon. 
J.  Hammond  Trumbull,  a  scholar  eminently  learned  and  accurate 
in  the  history  of  his  native  State.  Under  the  modest  title  of 
Historical  Notes,  he  has  given  a  mass  of  information  on  the 
successive  constitutions  of  Connecticut,  and  especially  on  the 
'Origin  of  the  constitution  which  was  framed  by  a  convention  in 
1818,  and  ratified  by  the  people.  That  constitution  has  been 
greatly  changed  by  the  process  of  amendment — ^many  of  its 
most  important  provisions  have  been  set  aside — ^in  other  res- 
pects it  has  long  been  acknowledged  to  be  seriously  defective; 
and  yet  the  convention  that  framed  it,  fifty-five  years  ago,  is 
the  latest  for  such  a  purpose  in  the  history  of  Connecticut 
We  believe  there  is  no  other  State  in  the  Union  which  has  not 
had  at  least  one  constitutional  convention  within  the  last  half 
century.  It  is  not,  however,  our  intention  to  discuss  in  this 
place  any  question  of  purely  local  interest  We  prefer  rather 
to  avail  ourselves  of  Mr.  Trumbull's  notes  for  the  illustration 
of  a  much  wider  question, — when  and  where  was  the  first  con- 
stitutional convention,  and  what  was  its  work?  When  and 
where  did  this  eminently  American  habit  of  constitution- 
making  have  its  beginning  ?* 

*  In  the  following  paragraphSf  we  make  free  uae  of  a  *'  Disooune  on  the  Early 
Oonefeitutional  History  of  Oonnecticat,  delivered  before  the  Conn.  Historical  Society, 
Hartford,  May  17,  1843. 
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The  earliest  instance  of  what  is  now  so  familiarly  known  as  a 
written  constitution — ^a  distinct  organic  law,  constituting  a 
government  and  defining  its  powers — is  found  in  the  history  of 
Connecticut  The  middle  ages  had  abounded  in  charters ;  but 
those  charters  were  of  the  nature  of  a  treaty  between  a  people 
in  arms  and  its  sovereign,  or  of  grants  from  the  sovereign  to  a 
community.  The  "  Great  Charter"  which  the  English  barons 
wrested  from  King  John,  is  not  what  we  call  a  constitution ; 
nor  is  the  charter  of  a  city  or  borough  recognized  by  that  name. 
The  Pilgrims  at  Cape  Cod,  when  they  were  about  to  land  in 
the  wilderness,  entered  into  a  formal  compact,  written  out  and 
subscribed  with  their  names,  *^  combining  themselves  into  a 
civil  body  politic ;"  and  by  virtue  of  that  compact  they  under- 
took ^'  to  enact,  constitute,  and  frame  such  just  and  equal  laws, 
ordinances,  acts,  constitutions,  and  offices  as  should  be  thought 
most  meet  and  convenient  for  the  general  good."  But  this  was 
not  what  we  now  understand  by  a  constitution ;  it  was  only  a 
voluntary  compact  under  which  any  kind  of  government  from 
an  absolute  democracy  to  an  absolute  despotism  might  have 
been  constituted.  Still  less  can  we  recognize  as  a  constitution, 
in  our  American  meaning,  the  charter  granted  by  Charles  I.  to 
a  trading  and  colonizing  company  in  England,  and  afterward 
brought  over  by  Winthrop  and  his  colleagues,  as  a  legal  war- 
rant for  transferring  the  government  of  their  colony  from  the 
Old  England  to  the  New.  That  was  a  bold  stroke  of  statesman- 
ship, and  the  world  is  indebted  to  the  mind  that  formed  the 
project  and  the  courage  that  carried  it  into  eflFect  What  was 
intended  to  be  the  charter  of  a  business  corporation,  governing 
with  arbitrary  power  a  colony  three  thousand  miles  away,  be- 
came a  charter  of  political  rights  and  powers  for  the  colony 
itself.  But  Massachusetts  never  set  the  example  of  constitution- 
making  till  1779,  when  the  Puritan  colony  had  become  an  inde- 
pendent State. 

The  founders  of  Connecticut  came  from  the  colony,  then  six 
or  eight  years  old,  which  had  been  established  in  the  territory 
and  under  the  charter  of  "  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay."  Before  leaving  their  homes  in  that  colony, 
they  had  negotiated  with  the  representatives  of  certain  Puritan 
noblemen  and  gentlemen  in  England  who  claimed,  by  a  title 
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indirectly  derived  from  the  crown  of  England,  the  territory  now 
included  in  the  State  of  Connecticut ;  and,  by  the  consent  of  all 
parties,  a  temporary  government  for  the  proposed  expedition 
was  appointed.  The  new  settlements  on  the  river  were  to  be 
made  by  a  body  of  emigrants  from  Massachusetts ;  and,  at  their 
desire,  inasmuch  as  they  "judged  it  inconvenient  to  go  away 
without  any  frame  of  government,**  eight  of  the  intending  emi- 
grants were  commissioned  by  the  General  Court  of  Massachu- 
setts with  so  much  authority  as  was  necessary  "  that  some  pre- 
sent government  may  be  observed."  Those  eight  persons,  two 
of  them  among  the  settlers  at  Springfield,  were  to  act  as  magis- 
trates for  the  time  being,  and  were  invested  with  authority  "  for 
the  peaceable  and  quiet  ordering  the  affairs  of  the  said  planta- 
tions ;"  but  the  commission  was  not  to  extend  **  any  longer  time 
than  one  year  from  the  date  thereof."  Evidently  it  was  sup- 
posed that  some  other  government,  more  permanent  in  its  char- 
acter, would  be  established  within  a  twelvemonth.  That  com- 
mission expired  by  its  own  limitation  on  the  3d  of  March, 
16S7.  In  the  mean  time,  courts  had  been  held  by  the  commis- 
sioners (the  provisional  government)  at  each  of  the  three  towns 
afterward  named  Hartford,  Windsor,  and  Wethersfield ;  but 
never  at  Springfield,  and  only  once  with  either  of  the  two 
Springfield  commissioner  present;  causes  had  been  tried; 
boundaries  had  been  settled ;  and  various  r^ulations  for  secur- 
ing the  welfare  of  the  nascent  State  had  been  established.  But 
when  the  commission  expired,  no  sign  of  any  change  appears 
upon  the  record — no  intimation  that  the  provisional  government 
had  been  superseded.  On  the  21st  of  February,  orders  were 
issued  that  were  '*  to  take  eflfect  on  the  first  of  April  next ;" 
and  on  the  28th  of  March — more  than  three  weeks  after  the 
expiration  of  the  commission — we  find  the  same  commissioners 
or  magistrates  holding  a  court  at  Hartford  without  any  intima- 
tion of  a  change  in  the  source  or  the  extent  of  their  authority, — 
save  as  one  name  unaccountably  disappears  from  the  record  and 
is  succeeded  by  another.  But  on  the  first  of  May  we  find  a 
"  General  Court,"  consisting  of  the  six  commissioners  (as  we 
have  called  them)  together  with  **  committees" — a  committee 
of  three  from  each  of  the  three  towns.  By  that "  General  Court," 
convened  we  know  not  how,  war  was  declared,  an  army  of 
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ninety  men  was  raised,  and  all  needful  military  stores  were 
provided  by  assessment  on  the  several  towns,  and  one  month 
later  (June  2)  it  was  ordered  that  thirty  men  be  sent  forth  "  to 
set  down  in  the  Pequot  country  and  river,  in  place  convenient 
to  maintain  our  right  thai  God  by  conquest  hath  given  to  t^a." 

All  this  makes  it  evident  that  in  place  of  the  provisional  and 
merely  temporary  government  originally  appointed  by  the  Gen- 
eral CJourt  of  Massachusetts,  there  had  begun  to  be  something 
more  permanent  How  it  happened  we  know  not;  but  in  some 
way  those  three  towns,  planted  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts corporation,  had  become  a  commonwealth  with  its  own 
General  Court  Governments  have  ordinarily  come  into  being 
by  use — ^by  the  exercise  of  power  on  the  part  of  those  who  hap- 
pened to  have  power — ^by  the  submission  and  implied  consent 
of  the  people ;  and  in  some  such  way  government  seems  to  have 
been  growing  up  and  becoming  an  established  &ct  in  the  little 
commonwealth  on  the  Connecticut  Perhaps  the  question  how 
to  constitute  their  government  had  been  discussed  among  the 
planters  without  arriving  at  a  decision.  Perhaps  there  had 
been  some  expectation  that  the  Puritan  lords  and  gentlemen, 
patentees  under  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  would  be  able  to  obtain 
for  them  some  charter  of  political  rights.  Be  that  as  it  may, 
the  General  Court  at  Hartford  which  waged  war  against  the 
Pequots  and  took  possession  of  "  the  Pequot  river  and  country** 
by  right  of  conquest,  was  a  government  cfe  facto,  and  therefore 
(according  to  the  principle  affirmed  by  the  Apostle  Paul,  "  The 
powers  that  be  are  ordained  of  God")  it  was,  so  long  as  it  could 
maintain  itself,  a  government  de  jure.  As  yet,  the  relation  of 
Springfield  to  the  other  towns  on  the  river  was  undetermined. 
Without  notice  or  explanation,  the  names  of  the  commissioners 
for  that  town  disappear  from  the  record,  afler  November,  1688. 
But  in  February,  1888,  it  was  "  ordered  that  the  General  Court 
now  in  being  shall  be  dissolved  ;"  and  at  the  next  General  Court 
(March  8=18)  names  of  members  from  Agawam  (not  yet  named 
Springfield)  reappear.  Thomas  Hooker  says,  with  obvious 
reference  to  that  date :  "  At  the  time  of  our  election,  the  com- 
mittees from  the  town  of  Agawam  came  in  with  other  towns, 
and  chose  their  magistrates,  installed  them  into  their  govern- 
ment, took  oath  of  them  for  the  execution  of  justice  according 
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to  Ood,  and  engaged  themselves  to  submit  to  their  govern- 
ment''* 

It  appears,  then,  that  by  some  process,  the  government  had 
passed  from  the  hands  of  provisional  commissioners  into  tbd 
hands  of  the  people.  Magistrates  were  chosen  "'  at  the  time  of 
election,"  and  were  inducted  not  without  public  solemnity. 
They  were  installed  by  making  oath  to  execute  justice  accord- 
ing to  Grod ;  and  on  the  part  of  the  people  there  was  a  recipro- 
cal engagement  to  sustain  the  magistrates  by  loyal  obedience. 
But  no  trace  appears  of  any  other  fundamental  law  than  the 
will  of  the  people,  enlightened  and  guided  by  the  book  which 
they  recognized  as  the  Word  of  God. 

Just  then,  while  the  government  of  the  young  commonwealth 
was  shaping  itself  without  any  extrinsic  authority  or  aid,  and 
while  much  discussion  of  the  primary  questions  of  political  sci- 
ence was  going  on  (we  may  be  sure)  throughout  the  colony — 
the  pastor  of  Hartford,  Thomas  Hooker,  in  a  Thursday  lecture, 
May  31,  took  for  his  text  those  words  of  Moses  (Deut  i,  13), 
'*  Take  you  wise  men,  and  understanding,  and  knov^n  among 
your  tribes,  and  I  will  make  them  rulers  over  you."  Shaping 
his  discourse  according  to  the  homiletic  fashion  of  those  times, 
he  first  explained  the  text  by  referring  to  the  distribution  of 
powers  among  rulers  in  the  Hebrew  commonwealth, — "  captains 
over  thousands,  and  captains  over  hundreds,  and  captains  over 
fifties,  and  captains  over  tens,  and  officers  among  the  tribes" — 
and  then  propounded  these  points  of  ^'  doctrine :" 

^*  L  That  the  choice  of  public  magistrates  belongs  unto  the 
people,  by  God's  own  allowance. 

"  XL  The  privilege  of  election,  which  belongs  to  the  people, 
therefore  must  not  be  exercised  according  to  their  humors,  but 
according  to  the  blessed  will  and  law  of  God. 

'^  IIL  They  who  have  power  to  appoint  officers  and  magis- 
trates, it  is  in  their  power,  also,  to  set  the  bounds  and  limitations 
of  the  power  and  place  unto  which  they  call  them."t 

♦  CoU.  Oonn.  Historical  Society,  i,  13. 

t  CoU.  Oonn.  Hist.  Soc.,  I,  20.  Henry  Woloott,  Jr.,  of  Windsor,  born  1610,  waa 
a  diligent  hearer  of  sermons ;  and,  after  the  Puritan  fashion,  he  wrote  down  in 
short-hand  characters  all  the  sermons  which  he  heard.  A  yolume  filled  with  such 
reports  of  sermons — less  legible  than  the  arrow-headed  legend  on  a  brick  from 
Nineveh— came  into  the  library  of  the  Historical  Society  at  Hartford;  and,  many 
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Next  the  "  reasons,"  or  rationafe^  of  these  three  doctrinal  pro- 
positions were  set  forth,  for  to  that  extent  all  the  old  preachers 
were  rationalists.  It  was  always  expected  that  the  preacher, 
after  deducing  his  doctrine  or  doctrines  from  his  text,  with  added 
"  proof  from  other  Scriptures,  would  commend  the  truth,  as 
reasonable,  to  the  intelligence  of  his  hearers.  In  the  sermon 
now  referred  to,  the  "  reasons"  for  the  doctrines  were  these.  *'  1. 
Because  the  foundation  of  authority  is  laid,  firstly,  in  the  free 
consent  of  the  people."  In  one  way  or  another,  the  authority 
of  every  government  rests,  primarily,  on  the  consent  of  the  peo- 
ple governed,  and  therefore  the  choice  of  magistrates  belongs  to 
the  people  "by  Gods  allowanca" — "2.  Because,  by  a  free 
choice,  the  hearts  of  the  people  will  be  more  inclined  to  the 
love  of  the  persons  chosen,  and  more  ready  to  yield  obedience." 
Surely  there  is  no  better  way  of  ensuring  the  regard  of  the  peo- 
ple for  the  men  entrusted  with  power. — "  8.  Because  of  that 
duty  and  engagement  of  the  people."  If  the  people  are  bound 
to  honor  and  obey  the  magistrates  set  over  them,  surely  it  is 
reasonable  that  they  choose  for'  themselves  the  men  to  whom 
that  honor  and  obedience  shall  be  due.  The  "  uses"  with  which 
the  sermon  closed,  and  in  which  its  doctrinal  teaching  was 
brought  home  to  the  conscience,  were,  first  of  thankfulness,  "  in 
the  manifestation  of  God's  &ithf  ulness  toward  us,  and  the  per- 
mission of  these  measures  that  God  doth  command  and  vouch- 
safe" God,  in  his  faithfulness  toward  ns,  doth  vouchsafe  to  us 
permission  to  frame  our  commonwealth  according  to  the  rules 
and  measures  of  his  word.  "  2.  Of  reproof, — to  dash  the  con- 
ceits of  all  those  that  shall  oppose"  the  people's  right  and  duty 
in  this  naatter.  "  8.  Of  exhortation— to  persuade  us,  as  God  hath 
given  us  liberty,  to  take  it  And  lastly — as  God  hath  spared 
our  lives  and  given  us  them  in  liberty,  so  to  seek  the  guidance 
of  God  and  to  choose  in  God,  andybr  GoA" 

So  carefully  and  devoutly  did  the  founders  of  the  three  towns 
on  the  river  search  out  the  profoundest  principles  of  political 
philosophy.  In  those  days  the  Thursday  lecture  had  an  im- 
portance which  is  now  not   easily  estimated.     It  stimulated 

years  also,  the  fact  that  nobody  could  read  It,  proToked  the  strenuous  mind  of  Mr. 
J.  Hammond  Trumbull.  The  consequence  was  that  very  sufficient  **  notes"  of  two 
political  seimoDB  by  the  first  pastor  of  Hartford  were  recovered  and  published. 
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thought  and  gave  direction  to  opinion  on  political  and  ethical 
themes  as  well  as  on  matters  of  theological  dogma  and  religious 
experience.  The  points  of  such  a  sermon  as  that,  from  Thomas 
Hooker,  with  its  '*  doctrines,"  its  "  reasons,"  and  its  "  uses,"  could 
not  but  be  discussed  in  church  meetings  and  in  town  meetings, 
by  many  a  fireside  as  well  as  in  the  field,  and  where  neighbc«« 
met  by  the  wayside.  The  seed  sown  by  Hooker,  and  doubtless 
by  others,  fell  into  a  receptive  soil,  and  out  of  such  discussions 
there  came,  before  another  year  was  completed,  a  written  con- 
stitution of  government,  established  by  the  people. 

On  the  14th=24th  of  January,  1689,  the  "  free  planters"  of 
the  three  towns,  Hartford,  Windsor,  and  Wethersfield,  came 
together,  not  by  their  representatives  but  personally,  in  the  first 
constitutional  convention  of  which  history  has  any  knowledge. 
It  would  be  idle  to  suppose  that  there  had  been  no  special  pre- 
paration for  that  assembly.  The  leading  men  in  the  various 
towns  must  have  held  conferences  in  which  the  plan  for  a  gov- 
ernment was  considered,  and  all  the  particulars  adjusted.  A 
draught  of  the  instrument  to  be  laid  before  the  assembled  peo- 
ple must  have  had  careful  attention  and  repeated  revision,  till 
every  contingency  had  been  provided  for  and  every  obscurity 
made  clear.  Probably  one  short  winter  day  was  enough  for  the 
constituent  convention.  If  any  changes  were  made,  or  proposed, 
in  the  draught  submitted  to  the  assembly  for  adoption,  we  have 
no  knowledge  of  them.  We  only  know  that  the  instrument, 
whenever  and  by  whomsoever  prepared,  was  adopted  and  became 
the  fundamental  law  of  the  commonwealth. 

The  preamble  of  that  instrument  recognizes,  first,  the  fact  of 
divine  providence  that  the  persons  assembled  were  already  a 
people  dwelling  together  as  neighbors  in  relations  of  common 
interest  and  mutual  duty ;  and,  secondly,  the  principle,  certi- 
fied to  them  by  the  Word  of  God,  that  "  to  maintain  the  peace 
and  union  of  such  a  people  there  should  be  an  orderly  and  de- 
cent government  established  according  to  God."  In  other  words, 
it  holds  and  professes  that  the  existence  of  the  body  politic,  to 
govern  and  to  be  governed,  is  a  divine  fact,  and  that  civil  gov- 
ernment is  a  divine  institution.  It  proceeds  to  declare,  "We 
the  inhabitants"  of  these  three  towns  "do  therefore  associate 
and  conjoin  ourselves  to  be  as  one  public  State  or  Common- 
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WEALTH ;  and  do,  for  ourselves  and  our  successors  and  such  as 
shall  be  adjoined  to  us  at  any  time  hereafter,  enter  into  combina- 
tion and  confederation  together,  to  maintain  and  preserve  the 
liberty  and  purity  of  the  gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus  which  we  now 
profess,  as  also  the  discipline  of  the  churches  which,  according 
to  the  truth  of  the  gospel,  is  now  practiced  among  ua"  Then  fol- 
low eleven  articles  or  "  Orders  "  (sections  of  a  constitution,  they 
would  now  be  called),  according  to  which  the  civil  affairs  of  the 
commonwealth  were  to  be  guided  and  governed, — the  imperial 
phrase,  "  It  is  ordered,  sentenced,  and  decreed,"  being  prefixed 
to  each  in  succession.*  Those  eleven  articles  are  what  is  now 
called  a  constitution.  They  guard  the  rights  of  the  people. 
They  provide  for  the  annual  election  of  officers  in  the  common 
wealth.  They  assign  to  each  office  by  name  its  duties,  and 
mark  the  limit  of  its  powers.  They  distribute  among  those 
annually  elected  officers  the  various  functions  of  legislative  and 
executive  administration,  guarding  against  usurpation  and  mu- 
tual encroachment,  and  especially  taking  care  that ''  the  Supreme 
Power  of  the  commonwealth"  shall  be  and  remain  with  the 
people. 

The  essential  features  of  that  constitution,  framed  in  1639, 
have  continued  to  this  day.  Not  to  speak  of  the  constitutional 
changes  which  other  commonwealths  and  kingdoms  have  under- 
gone since  that  date,  the  changes  in  the  British  constitution 
have  been  far  greater  than  in  the  constitution  of  Connecticut. 
The  government  of  the  State  to-day  is  essentially  the  same  with 
that  which  was  constituted  by  the  inhabitants  of  Hartford, 
Windsor,  and  Wethersfield  so  long  ago.  According  to  that  con- 
stitution, a  chief  magistrate  bearing  the  title  of  **  Governor"  was 
to  be  annually  elected  by  the  people ;  and,  on  the  first  Wednes- 
day in  May  last,  the  people  of  Connecticut  completed  the  two 
hundred  and  thirty-fourth  annual  election  of  a  "  Governor," — 
the  year  1688,  when  Sir  Edward  Andros  had  seized  upon  the 
government  in  the  name  of  King  James  the  II,  being  the  only 

*  It  is  not  always  remembered  that  the  enacting  phrase—"  Be  it  enacted," — 
prefixed  to  erery  section  of  a  parliamentary  statute,  was  originally  a  petition  to  the 
aovereign  that  there  might  be  such  a  law.  But  Haynes,  Ludlow,  Hooker,  and 
the  others  remembered  what  that  phrase  meant,  and  used  that  other  phrase,  "  It  is 
ordered,  sentenced,  and  decreed''  intelligently. 
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year  in  which  the  election  has  not  taken  place  according  to 
constitutional  forms.  The  towns  were  to  be  represented  by 
their  *' Deputies"  in  a  legislative  assembly;  and,  8ave  while 
that  brief  reign  of  violence  endured,  the  towns  have  been  re- 
presented in  "the  General  Assembly"  every  year  till  now. 
There  was  to  be  also  a  body  of  "  Magistrates,"  chosen  not  by 
the  towns  but  by  the  general  suffrage  of  the  people,  to  assist 
the  deputies  or  representatives  of  towns  in  legislation,  and  to 
assist  the  governor  in  maintaining  order  and  justice  accoixiing 
to  law  ;  and  these  Connecticut  has  to-day  under  the  names  of 
Senators  and  Judges,  between  whom  the  powers  originally 
given  to  "  Magistrates,"  or  '*  Assistants,"  are  divided. 

That  constitution  made  no  profession  of  allegiance  to  the 
King  of  England,  nor  did  it  acknowledge  any  dependence  on 
the  English  Parliament  On  the  contrary,  it  expressly  claimed 
for  the  assembled  people  **  the  supreme  power  of  the  common- 
wealth," and  it  empowered  and  directed  the  Governor  and  Magis- 
trates "  to  administer  justice  according  to  the  laws  here  estab- 
lished^ and  for  want  thereof,  according  to  the  rule  of  the  Word 
of  God"  The  men  who  make  that  constitution  knew  what 
they  were  doing;  and  they  intended  that  English  law,  as 
English,  should  have  no  force  in  their  commonwealth.  The 
common  law,  as  well  as  the  statutes  of  England,  recognized 
and  presumed  a  royal  government  upheld  by  feudal  institu- 
tions, a  hereditary  aristocracy,  an  established  prelacy  in  the 
church,  a  prescribed  liturgy  in  worship;  and  the  men  who 
were  assembled  in  that  constitution-making  convention  had 
come  across  the  Atlantic  Ocean  for  the  purpose  of  being  be- 
yond the  reach  of  laws  which  had  not  been  satisfiwtory  to  their 
experience.  No  small  portion  of  American  history,  from  the 
first  age  through  many  ages  yet  to  come,  has  been  determined 
by  this  one  feature  of  primitive  New  England  legislation. 

That  constitution  was  adopted  almost  two  years  before  the 
beginning  of  the  Long  Parliament.  While  the  little  republic 
on  the  river,  coordinate  with  the  New  Haven  jurisdiction  on 
the  Sound,  was  quietly  shaping  itself,  and  enjoying  the  immu- 
nities of  political  independence,  the  ancient  monarchy  in  their 
mother  country  fell  before  the  wrath  of  the  people  whose 
liberty  the  King  was  subverting,  and  then  rose  again  because 
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the  people  were  as  yet  incapable  of  self-government.  After  a 
few  years  of  almost  continual  revolution,  royalty  was  restored 
in  England ;  and  not  royalty  alone,  but  the  royal  family  of  the 
Stuarts.  Tbe  in&tuation  and  helplessness  of  the  nation  placed 
Charles  IT.  on  his  &ther*s  throne,  with  no  stipulation  for  liberty 
or  for  justice,  but  such  as  his  treachery,  aided  by  the  art  and 
cjinniug  of  his  ministers,  was  able  to  violate  without  shame  or 
fear.  It  was  a  perilous  time  for  all  tbe  New  England  colonies, 
and  especially  for  Connecticut  and  New  Baven,  with  no  charters 
to  legalize  their  institutions.  For  a  little  while  the  impover- 
ished settlements  in  a  distant  wilderness  might  be  overlooked 
by  hungry  courtiers,  eager  for  offices  and  for  land&  But 
surely  they  would  soon  attract  attention,  and  then  they  must 
be  at  the  mercy  of  unscrupulous  and  malignant  rapacity. 
Their  constitutions,  created  by  themselves,  and  resting  on  no 
basis  but  the  laws  of  God  and  of  nature,  would  be  of  no  ac- 
count in  the  courts  of  Westminster  Hall.  No  man  held,  by 
any  title  which  the  English  laws  would  recognize,  the  land 
which  his  own  labor  had  changed  from  a  pathless  forest  into  a 
fruitful  field,  and  which  had  been  purchased  of  aboriginal  pro- 
prietors in  amicable  treaty,  or  won  from  the  murdering  Pequot 
in  a  legitimate  war.  The  weakness  of  the  colonies,  then  in 
their  infancy,  forbade  them  to  defend  their  hard-earned  posses- 
sions with  the  sword.  By  a  single  stroke  of  the  pen,  that  King 
of  England,  in  some  hour  of  drunken  generosity,  or  at  the  in- 
stigation of  any  of  their  enemies,  nxight  give  away  to  a  parasite 
or  a  harlot  all  that  they  called  their  own.  What  were  they  to 
do?  They  had  no  resource  but  in  submission  and  the  arts  of 
negotiation. 

The  sagacious  eye  of  the  second  John  Winthrop,  who  was 
at  that  time  Governor  of  Connecticut,  saw  the  peril ;  and  his 
experienced  skill  in  public  affairs  perceived,  as  in  a  moment,  the 
only  safe  course.  Under  his  guidance,  the  legislature,  without 
any  loss  of  time,  determined  to  apply  to  the  King  for  a  charter 
which  should  recognize  and  establish  their  rights.  In  so  doing, 
they  could  not  but  acknowledge  their  dependence  on  a  king, 
and  make  profession  of  allegiance.  Yet  the  people  of  Connec- 
ticut, in  taking  measures  to  obtain  a  royal  charter,  proceeded 
not  as  individuals  but  as  a  political  body.    Their  agent  was 
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their  Governor.  Their  petition  to  the  King  was  entitled  **The 
Humble  Petition  of  The  General  Court  at  Hartford,  upon  the 
Connecticut,  in  New  England,"  and  it  bore  the  official  signature 
of  their  secretary.  They  asked  for  a  charter  which  should 
give  validity  in  English  courts  to  the  jurisdiction  which  they 
were  already  exercising.  Fortunate  in  their  agent,  and  no  less 
fortunate  in  the  opportunity  which  they  had  so  promptly 
seized,  they  obtained  all  that  they  dared  to  ask  for ;  and  the 
republic,  which  their  voluntary  compact  had  created,  became, 
without  any  change  in  its  internal  government,  a  municipality, 
acknowledged  and  protected  by  the  King. 

It  is  true  that  in  some  points  the  provisions  of  the  charter 
differ  slightly  from  the  "  Orders"  of  1689.  But,  as  Mr.  Trum- 
bull  shows,  the  right  to  modify  and  amend  those  constitutional 
orders  had  been,  from  the  first,  **  understood  to  remain  with 
the  freemen  in  General  Court  assembled,"  and  was  repeatedly 
exercised.  Either  an  express  determination  of  **  the  Freemen," 
or  a  settled  usage,  had  authorized  almost  every  difference,  how- 
ever minute,  between  the  orders  of  1689  and  the  charter  of 
1662.  The  "  Magistrates,"  named  in  the  one,  were  called  by 
the  other  "  Assistants,"  and — though  the  original  constitution, 
while  providing  that  the  three  towns  then  existing  should  be 
equally  represented  by  deputies,  had  also  provided  that  the 
representation  of  such  towns  as  might  afterward  be  established 
should  be  determined  by  the  general  court  "in  a  reasonable  pro- 
port  f  on  to  the  number  of  freemen  in  said  towns" — the  charter 
ordained  (what  had  already  been  settled  by  the  consent  of  the 
people)  that  the  '*  Deputies"  should  be  not  more  than  two  from 
every  **  town  or  city."  With  no  other  change,  the  entire  frame 
of  the  already  existing  government  was  confirmed.  "The 
Governor  and  Company  of  the  English  Colonies  of  Connecticut, 
being  incorporated  with  municipal  privileges,  were  qualified 
"  to  plead  and  be  impleaded,"  in  any  of  the  King's  courts ;  and 
their  right  o  their  lands  and  liberty  and  local  self-government 
was  guarded  by  an  instrument  as  valid  in  law  as  the  Great 
Charter  of  England  itsell 

The  Dec  aration  of  Independence  changed  the  relations  of 
Connecticut  to  the  King  of  Great  B  i'  in,  but  made  no  change 
in  the  constitution  of  the  old  commonwealth.     In  June,  1776, 
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the  General  Assembly,  by  a  unanimous  vote,  directed  that  its 
delegates  in  the  Continental  Congress  should  propose  to  that 
body  '^  to  declare  the  United  American  Colonies  Free  and  In- 
dependent States,  absolved  from  all  allegiance  to  the  King  of 
Great  Britain."  A  few  days  later,  Governor  Trumbull  received 
official  notice  that  such  a  declaration  had  been  made,  and,  the 
assent  of  Connecticut  having  been  given  beforehand,  there  was 
DO  need  of  any  ratification.  Only  a  few  slight  changes — such 
as  the  substitution  of ''  State"  for  "  Colony,"  and  the  omission 
of  all  reference  to  the  King — were  made  in  the  forms  of  justice 
and  of  legislation  ;  and  the  government  went  on,  just  as  it  had 
gone  on  from  the  14th  of  January,  1639, — ^the  same  democracy 
in  towns,  the  same  annual  election  of  Governor  and  Assistants, 
the  same  General  Assembly,  the  same  laws. 

What  we  call  "  the  Revolution"  was,  therefore,  no  revolution 
in  the  constitutional  government  of  Connecticut  At  the  Octo- 
ber session  of  the  General  Assembly,  1776,  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  was  approved ;  and  a  resolution  was  put  upon 
record  "  that  this  Colony  is  and  of  right  ought  to  be  a  free  and 
independent  State,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  absolved  from 
all  allegiance  to  the  British  Crown."  A  declaration  was  also 
made,  "  that  the  form  of  civil  government  in  this  State  shall 
continue  to  be  as  established  by  charter  received  from  Charles 
the  Second,  King  of  England,  so  far  as  an  adherence  to  the 
same  will  be  consistent  with  an  absolute  independence  of  this 
State  on  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain."  In  other  words,  as  there 
was  no  internal  revolution  when  the  Colony  acknowledged  its 
dependence  on  the  Crown  of  England  by  asking  for  a  royal 
charter  and  accepting  it,  so  there  was  none  when  that  depend- 
ence was  abolished.  The  identical  "  form  of  civil  government" 
which  was  created  by  the  "  Orders  "  of  1639,  and  which,  twenty- 
three  years  later,  was  "established"  and  made  valid  in  English 
law  by  the  Charter,  remained  unshaken.* 

At  the  next  semi-annual  Assembly  (May,  1777)  a  new  form 
of  the  Freeman's  Oath  was  prescribed.     From  time  immemorial 

*  **Th0  application  of  the  people  for  the  charter,  and  their  voluntary  acoeptanoe 
of  it,  gave  effidencj  to  the  government  it  constituted, — and  not  the  rojal  signature.'* 
Mr.  TrumbuU  quotes  this  pregnant  sentence  from  Swift's  System  of  the  Laws  of 
Gonnecticut,  1,  56. 
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every  man  admitted  to  the  privileges  of  a  Freeman  in  the 
Colony  had  taken  a  certain  oath  of  fidelity.  But,  thencefor- 
ward, the  Freeman  mast  swear  *^  to  be  true  and  faithful  to  the 
Governor  and  Company  of  this  State,  and  the  Ocynstitution  and 
government  thereof."  The  State  was  no  longer  a  colonial  de- . 
pendency  of  the  British  Crown,  but  **the  constitution  and  gov- 
ernment thereof"  had  undergone  no  charge. 

At  the  end  of  the  war  which  '*  established"  the  independence 
of  the  State,  declared  in  1776, — as  the  Charter  had  **  established" 
the  form  of  civil  government  set  up  in  1689, — there  was  a  revis- 
ion and  new  edition  of  the  Statutes ;  and  in  the  preamble  of 
"an  Act  containing  an  Abstract  and  Declaration  of  the  Rights 
and  Privileges  of  the  People  of  this  State,"  there  was  this  formal 
declaration  :  **  The  people  of  this  State,  being,  by  the  Provi- 
dence of  God,  free  and  independent,  have  the  sole  and  exclu- 
sive right  6f  governing  themselves  as  a  free,  sovereign,  and  in- 
dependent State,  and  having  from  their  ancestors  derived  a  free 
and  excellent  constitution  of  government,,  whereby  the  legisla- 
ture depends  on  the  free  and  annual  election  of  the  people,  they 
have  the  best  security  for  the  preservation  of  their  civil  and 
religious  rights  and  liberties ;"  and  for  twenty-three  years  more 
there  was  no  modification  whatever  in  that  "  free  and  excellent 
constitution  of  government." 

It  would  have  been  well  if,  when  the  independence  of  the 
United  States  had  been  established  as  a  fact  within  the  cogniz- 
ance of  Westminister  Hall,  the  General  Assembly  of  Connecti- 
cut had  taken  measures  not  only  for  a  revision  of  the  Statutes, 
but  also  for  a  revision  of  the  Constitution.  In  common  estima- 
tion, that  ancient  form  of  government,  though  instituted  by  the 
people,  had  been  identified  with  the  charter  which  only  con- 
firmed it;  and  for  that  reason  a  new  grant  of  power  to  the  gov- 
ernment from  the  people  was  desirable.  A  revision  of  the 
fundamental  law,  by  delegates  chosen  for  the  purpose,  was  not 
unreasonably  demanded  after  the  lapse  of  a  hundred  and  forty- 
five  years  from  the  day  when  the  planters  of  the  three  towns 
on  the  river  organized  the  first  government  that  ever  derived 
its  powera  from  a  written  constitution.  Every  other  State  of 
the  Thirteen,  with  one  exception,  had  framed,  or  was  framing, 
an  organic  law  for  itself  in  the  name  of  its  sovereign  people. 
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In  some  respects  the  time  was  favorable  for  a  Constitutional 
ConventioB  in  Connecticut  Whatever  changes  were  desirable 
might  have  been  made  then,  in  a  conservative  spirit,  by  the 
men  whose  experienced  sagacity  had  conducted  the  State 
through  the  revolutionary  crisis  without  a  revolution.  That 
opportunity  was  lost  The  constitution,  as  it  was,  seemed  to 
be  working  well ;  and  the  desire  of  some  for  a  new  organic  law, 
to  be  framed  by  a  convention  and  ratified  by  the  people,  was 
deemed,  by  those  who  had  the  control,  unworthy  of  attention. 
But  the  minority  grew ; — certain  features  in  the  old  constitu- 
tion became  more  conspicuously  incongruous  with  the  political 
ideas  of  the  new  era ; — certain  combinations  of  parties  inter- 
ested in  a  change  were  formed ; — and  at  last,  in  1818,  came  the 
Convention  which  framed  what  was  called  a  "new  "  constitu- 
tion for  Connecticut  In  the  lapse  of  a  hundred  and  seventy- 
eight  years  there  had  been  no  such  change  of  the  fundamental 
law  as  was  then  proposed  by  the  Convention  and  adopted  by 
the  people. 

Yet  that  instrument — though  not  in  form  an  amendment  or 
series  of  amendments — was  essentially  the  old  constitution,  re- 
vised, and,  in  some  important  particulars,  reformed.  It  made 
some  extension  of  the  right  of  suffrage ;  it  changed  the  **  Coun- 
cil "  or  "  Upper  House  "  of  twelve  "  Assistants  "  into  a  "  Senate  " 
of  twelve  members ;  it  lessened  somewhat  the  powers  and  dig- 
nity of  the  governor;  it  provided  for  a  yearly  instead  of  a  semi- 
annual G-eneral  Assembly ;  and  it  did  some  other  things  of 
about  the  same  significance.  But  at  the  same  time  it  made  two 
great  changes,  more  beneficial  than  all  the  rest ;  it  created  an 
independent  judiciary ;  and,  by  sweeping  away  the  ancient  laws 
which  required  every  taxable  citizen  to  contribute  somewhere 
for  the  support  of  public  worship,  it  severed  the  last  thread  of 
special  connection  between  the  Congr^ational  churches  and  the 
civil  government 

The  constitution  of  1818  is  still  prefixed  to  the  Connecticut 
Statute-book  with  a  long  series  of  appended  amendments,  which 
have  been  proposed  by  the  legislature  and  adopted  by  the  peo- 
ple, and  some  of  which,  certainly,  are  amendments  only  in  name. 
As  we  look  at  those  so-called  amendments,  remembering  when 
and  why  they  were  made,  it  becomes  evident  that,  in  the  States 
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of  this  Union,  a  Constitutional  Convention,  revising  the  entire 
structure  of  the  government,  and  chosen  expressly  for  the  pur- 
pose, is  necessary,  from  time  to  time,  in  order  to  undo  what  is 
blunderingly  or  mischievously  done  by  the  ordinary  process  of 
constitutional  amendment  in  distinction  from  the  process  of 
constitutional  revision. 

The  process  of  amendment  is  substantially  the  same  in  most 
of  the  States.  That  in  Connecticut  may  be  taken  as  an  exam- 
ple. While  the  organic  law,  with  judicious  forethought,  pro- 
vides for  its  own  amendment,  it  carefully  guards  itself  against 
sudden  and  inconsiderate  changes.  A  proposal  for  amendment 
must  be  moved  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  must  be 
recognized  by  a  majority  as  necessary.  Then  it  must  wait  for 
a  twelvemonth,  and  must  be  approved  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds 
in  each  house  of  the  next  annual  legislature.  After  that,  the 
people  have  the  opportunity  of  ratifying  or  rejecting  it  In  the 
words  of  Judge  Jameson,  "  Provisions  regulating  the  time  and 
mode  of  eflfecting  organic  changes  are  in  the  nature  of  safety- 
valves,* — ^they  must  not  be  so  adjusted  as  to  discharge  their  pe- 
culiar function  with  too  great  facility,  lest  they  become  the 
ordinary  escape-pipes  of  party  passion  ;  nor,  on  the  other  hand, 
must  they  discharge  it  with  such  difficulty  that  the  force  needed 
to  induce  action  is  sufficient  also  to  explode  the  machine." 

For  this  reason,  it  seems  necessary  that  a  constitution  should 
provide  for  its  own  amendment  by  permitting  changes  to  be  in- 
itiated by  the  legislature  and  ratified  or  rejected  by  the  people. 
But  it  may  be  doubted  whether  the  power  of  amendment,  thus 
given  to  the  legislature,  carries  with  it  the  power  of  revising 
the  entire  instrument  and  introducing  another  in  the  place  of  it. 
Admit  that  what  is  called  a  "new  "  constitution,  introduced  ia 
the  place  of  an  old  one,  is  only  an  amended  constitution — the 
old  one  in  a  new  draft  with  modifications  supposed  to  be  im- 
provements ; — the  distinction  is  nevertheless  real  between  spe- 
cific amendments,  one  after  another  as  occasion  seems  to  demand, 
and  a  general  revision  in  order  to  a  new  draft.  Specific  amend- 
ments may  be,  reasonably  enough,  initiated  by  the  legislature ; 
for  the  more  serious  work  of  general  revision,  a  Constitutional 
Convention  seems  necessary.  When  a  state  constitution  has 
been  tinkered  for  half  a  century  by  the  legislative  method  of 
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amendment,  it  will  be  sure  to  need  such  a  revision  and  recon- 
struction as  cannot  be  had  without  a  Convention.  Judge 
Jameson  says: 

"  'fhe  amendments  to  our  Gonstitutionfi  are  very  commonly  of  no  great  extent ; 
a  doubt  has  arisen,  perhaps,  as  to  the  construction  to  be  put  upon  a  particular 
dause ;  a  change  may  be  desired  in  the  qualifloations  lor  the  sufErage,  or  in  the  ba- 
sis of  representation ;  a  branch  of  the  administration  is  found  to  be  too  cumbrous 
for  use ;  or  a  new  distribution  among  the  agencies  of  government  of  their  consti- 
tutional powers  is  thought  to  be  advisable  to  facilitate  the  transaction  of  business, 
or  to  render  public  operations  more  safe,  or  more  economicaL  For  amendments  of 
such  a  stamp,  separately  considered,  the  mode  by  l^^lative  action  is  well  adapted ; 
and  it  is  adapted  to  no  other.  It  ought  to  be  confined,  in  my  judgment,  to  changes 
which  are  simple  or  formal,  and,  therefore,  of  comparatively  small  importance. 
For  a  general  revision  of  a  Constitution,  or  even  for  single  propositions  involving 
radical  changes  as  to  the  policy  of  which  the  popular  mind  has  not  been  informed 
by  prior  discussion,  the  employment  of  this  mode  is  impracticable  or  of  doubtful 
flzpediency  "  (p.  496). 

"  The  legislature  is  a  body  chosen  for  temporary  purposes.  It  is  a  mirror  of 
political  passions  and  interests,  and,  with  the  best  intentions,  cannot  be  expected 
to  be  free  from  bias,  even  in  questions  of  the  highest  moment  It  is  composed, 
moreover,  in  general,  of  politicians  rather  than  of  statesmen.  Indeed,  if  a  man 
shows  himself,  by  culture  and  the  breadth  of  his  views,  to  be  fitted  for  the  highest 
trusts,  it  is  nearly  certain  that  he  will  not  be  found  in  the  legislature,  but  be  left  in 
obscurity  at  home.  But  when  a  Convention  is  called,  it  Ib  sometimes  possible  to 
secure  the  return  of  such  men.  It  is  not  necessarily  because  such  a  body  is  rec- 
ognized to  be,  as  it  is,  the  most  important  ever  assembled  in  a  State,  but  because 
the  measures  it  is  expected  to  mature  bear  less  directly  on  the  interests  of  parties 
or  of  individuals.  Party  management,  therefore,  is  not  usually  so  much  directed 
to  the  seeking  of  control  of  a  Convention  as  of  a  legislature.  Besides,  the  proper 
function  of  the  latter  body,  that  of  municipal  legislation,  being  one  of  the  highest 
vested  by  the  sovereign  in  any  governmental  agency,  it  cannot  but  be  inexpedient 
on  a  general  view,  that  there  should  be  added  to  it  that  of  organic  legislation,  re- 
quiring different  and  higher  gifts,  and  wider  experience  and  study  "  (pp.  494, 496). 

To  these  considerations  it  may  be  added  that  in  a  Convention, 
the  State  may  call  to  its  service,  for  the  revision  of  its  organic 
law,  any  of  its  most  distinguished  citizens  who,  by  reason  of 
their  being  employed  in  other  important  public  trusts,  are  ineli- 
gible to  either  house  of  the  legislature.  The  Governor  of  the 
State,  its  highest  Judges,  and  its  Senators  and  Representatives  in 
Congress,  can  sit  in  a  Constitutional  Convention.  Men,  too,  of 
recognized  wisdom,  and  of  experience  in  public  affairs,  who  have 
retired  from  what  is  called  political  activity,  and  who  are  for 
that  reason  the  more  honored  by  their  fellow  citizens,  may  be 
called  out  of  their  retirement  to  serve  the  State  once  more  on  so 
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great  an  occasion.  There  are  also  men  who,  though,  as  lawyers, 
they  have  seen  the  working  of  the  Constitution  and  have  had 
reason  to  take  notice  of  its  defects,  cannot,  without  too  great  a 
sacrifice,  submit  to  the  drudgery  of  service  in  the  legislature, — 
but  who  might  be  persuaded  to  serve  in  a  Convention.  If  a 
State  would  employ  its  best  wisdom,  its  profoundest  jurispru- 
dence, and  its  most  experienced  statesmanship,  in  a  revision  of 
its  fundamental  law — the  law  which  is  to  control  all  other  leg- 
islation, it  must  call  together  an  assembly  very  diflferent  from 
its  ordinary  legislature. 

It  is  a  true  saying  that  a  legislature  "  is  composed,  in  general, 
of  politicians  rather  than  of  statesmen."  For  that  reason  it  is  to 
be  expected  that  constitutional  amendments  proposed  and  car- 
ried by  the  legislative  method  will  be  designed  to  facilitate  the 
management  and  operation  of  political  parties,  rather  than  to 
promote,  in  any  broad  and  generous  view,  the  welfare  of  the 
State.  For  example,  if  no  man  can  obtain  a  seat  in  the  legis- 
lature without  receiving  a  majority  of  the  votes  in  the  consti- 
tuency which  he  desires  to  represent;  and  if  it  happens  that, 
for  several  successive  years,  a  considerable  minority  of  the 
electors  refuse  to  accept  the  nominations  made  by  either  of  the 
two  leading  parties,  and  insist  on  voting  for  candidates  of  their 
own  selection,  thus,  by  their  impracticableness,  defeating  the 
"  regular  nominations ;"  then  look  out  for  a  statute— or,  if  need 
be,  a  constitutional  amendment,  which  shall  make  a  plurality  of 
votes  as  eflFectual  as  a  majority, — or,  in  other  words,  which  shall 
leave  to  the  elector  no  choice  except  between  the  candidates 
nominated  by  the  two  leading  parties.  Or,  to  suppose  another 
case, — it  may  be  that  the  constitutional  arrangement  for  the 
election  of  a  Senate  is  such  that  if  a  man  desiring  to  be  a  Senator 
is  not  known  to  a  great  constituency,  and  recognized  as  a  man 
of  mark  and  merit,  he  can  hardly  get  votes  enough  to  elect  him. 
Then  look  out  for  a  constitutional  amendment  which  shall  make 
it  easier  for  petty  politicians,  the  manipulators  of  ward-meetings 
and  district  conventions,  to  dishonor  the  Senate  by  winding 
their  way  into  it 

An  elected  legislature,  even  though  elected  only  for  a  year, 
is  ordinarily  as  tenacious  of  its  prerogatives,  and  as  reluctant  to 
surrender  any  of  its  powers,  as  a  hereditary  aristocracy  can  be. 
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If,  then,  it  happens  that  the  judges,  in  a  certain  State,  are  elected 
bj  the  l^slature,  that  assembly  of  politicians  will  never — save 
under  an  outside  pressure  too  formidable  to  be  resisted— con- 
sent to  relinquish  the  power  of  appointing  judge&  And  if, 
through  inadvertence  on  the  part  of  the  people,  a  constitutional 
amendment  has  been  ratified  which  impairs  the  independence 
of  the  judiciary,  by  changing  the  tenure  of  judicial  office  and 
requiring  judges  to  keep  in  view  the  chances  of  a  re-election,  it 
will  be  found  that  the  legislature  in  that  State  is  quite  unwill- 
ing to  abdicate  the  power  of  re-electing  the  judges  after  limited 
terms  of  service. 

It  has  sometimes  been  maintained  that  if  a  state  constitution 
entrusts  to  the  legislature  the  power  of  proposing  amendments, 
the  people  of  that  State  have  abdicated  the  right  of  reformii^ 
their  organic  law  in  any  other  way.  But  it  may  be  and,  as  has 
been  shown  by  specifications,  it  is  a  fact  in  at  least  one  State — 
that  "the  method  prescribed  in  the  constitution  for  amending 
it,  so  that  it  may  conform  to  the  will  of  the  people,  is  used  as 
the  very  method  of  preventing  them  from  getting  what  they 
want^"*  If  there  be  such  a  case,  is  there  no  remedy  save  in  the 
inalienable  right  of  revolution  ?  If  a  State  has  outgrown  its 
constitution,  and  finds  its  legislature  largely  representative  of 
rotten  boroughs ;  if  it  finds  that  it  is  governed,  in  fact,  by  jun- 
tos of  politicians  who  know  how  to  manipulate  the  elections  in 
the  rotten  borough  constituencies ;  if  it  finds  that  year  after 

*  The  quotation  is  from  an  able  pamphlet  by  Albert  S.  Bollee,  Esq.,  of  Norwich, 
Connecticut,  entitled  **  The  ReTision  of  our  State  Constitution."  After  admitting 
that  the  time  required  for  effecting  changes  in  the  organic  law  should  be  long 
enough,  and  the  process  difficult  enough,  to  bring  out  "the  reason  and  honest 
wishes  of  the  people,"  Mr.  Belles  adds :  "  But  who  can  doubt  that  the  present  mode 
of  amending  it  is  too  slow  and  difficult  for  the  accomplishment  of  any  general  plan 
of  reyision,  and  so  prevents  some  changes  at  least  which,  unquestionably,  a  large 
majority  of  the  people  desire.  Think  of  the  way  by  which  the  Judges  of  the 
higher  courts  are  elected.  Formerly  their  election  was  by  the  legislature  for  life, 
or  till  the  age  of  seventy.  But  in  1856  an  amendment  was  made,  providing  that 
they  should  be  elected  for  the  term  of  eight  years  only.  Experience,  however, 
has  proved  the  old  way  to  be  the  better,  modified  perhaps  so  as  to  require  the  gov- 
enor  to  nominate  and  the  legislature  to  elect  him.  Yet  the  legislature,  reluctant 
to  give  up  its  powers  in  this  respect,  will  not  do  its  part  toward  remedying  this 
great  and  obvious  defect,  although  the  people  would  quickly  do  their  part  if 
tiiey  had  the  chance.  One  reason,  therefore,  why  a  Constitutional  Convention  is 
desired  is,  to  make  changes  which  the  people  want  but  cannot  now  get" 
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year  its  legislature,  in  both  the  houses,  is  less  and  less  compe- 
tent to  deal  intelligently  and  vigorously  with  the  public  busi- 
ness, and  increasingly  swayed  by  the  button-hole  persuasion 
and  the  marvelously  diversified  influence  of  a  thriving  lobby ; 
if  it  finds  that  the  elections  of  its  United  States  senators  and  of 
its  judges  are  controlled  by  that  most  irresponsible  power,  a 
legislative  caucus  of  the  party  which  happens  to  be  the  major- 
ity ;  and  i^  at  the  same  time,  everybody  knows  that  every  pro- 
posal for  the  reformation  of  such  evils  will  be  considered  and 
decided  in  the  legislature  with  a  supreme  reference  to  the  inter- 
ests of  political  parties,  and  with  very  little  reference  to  the 
honor  and  good  government  of  the  commonwealth ; — ^has  that 
State  no  remedy  against  the  power  of  its  own  rotten  boroughs? 
Is  there  no  legitimate  possibility  of  its  reforming  its  own  con- 
stitution so  long  as  a  minority  of  one-third  in  either  house, 
having  a  vested  interest  in  the  existing  arrangements  and  the 
consequent  abuses,  is  determined  to  obstruct  the  needed  refor- 
mation ?  We  hold  that  in  such  a  case  it  is  clearly  in  the  power, 
and  is  therefore  the  duty,  of  the  legislature,  proceeding  in  the 
ordinary  forms  of  legislation,  to  enact  such  a  statute  as  will  en- 
able the  people  to  exercise,  without  any  revolutionary  move- 
ment, their  "  undeniable  and  indefeasible  right  to  alter  their 
form  of  government  in  such  a  manner  as  they  may  deem  expe- 
dient" Surely  the  man  who,  in  derogation  of  that  "undenia- 
ble and  indefeasible  right,"  expressed  or  implied  in  all  our  con- 
stitutions, will  venture  to  affirm  the  unconstitutionality  of  an 
act  providing  an  orderly  method  in  which  the  people — the  State 
itself  as  a  political  unit — may  decide  the  question  of  a  Conven- 
tion to  reform  the  state  constitution,  and  in  which  the  several 
constituencies,  if  the  State  shall  order  such  a  Convention,  may 
elect  their  delegates, — cannot  maintain  his  position  by  showing 
merely  that  the  existing  constitution  is  silent  in  regard  to  such 
an  enactment  He  must  adduce  the  words  in  which  the  act  is 
expressly  forbidden. 

Judge  Jameson,  having  mentioned  the  historic  fact  that  twen- 
ty-five Conventions,  for  revising  and  reforming  constitutions, 
have  been  "called  by  the  respective  state  legislatures,  under 
their  general  legislative  power,  without  the  special  authorization 
of  their  constitutions,"  adds  these  two  observations : 
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"  L  That  whenever  a  constitution  needs  a  general  revision, 
a  Convention  is  indispensably  necessluy;  and  if  there  is  con- 
tained  in  the  constitution  no  provision  for  such  a  body,  the 
calling  of  one  is,  in  my  judgment,  within  the  scope  of  the  or- 
dinary l^islative  power;  and,  2.  That,  were  it  not  a  proper 
exercise  of  legislative  power,  the  usurpation  has  been  so  often 
committed  with  the  general  acquiescence,  that  it  is  now  too 
late  to  question  it  as  sucL  It  mtiat  be  laid  doion  as  among  the 
estaUished  prerogatives  of  our  General  Assemblies^  that  the  consti. 
iutum  being  stlenty  whenever  they  deem  it  expedient,  they  may  call 
Conventions  to  revise  the  fundamental  law"  (p.  209). 
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Article  HL— REVIVALS  OF  RELIGION. 

HOW  TO  MAKE  THEM  PBODUOTIVE  OF  PERMANENT  GOOD. 

The  phrase  "  A  Revival  of  Religion,"  or  as  more  briefly 
used,  "  A  revival,"  has  in  this  country  a  somewhat  narrow  and 
technical  meaning.  It  has  lost  its  wide,  historic  sense,  in  which 
reference  is  had  to  a  period  of  some  length,  to  facts  of  varied 
nature,  and  to  the  experience  of  an  entire  country  or  of  all 
Christendom :  such  as  the  national  religious  reformations  under 
Luther,  Calvin,  and  Knox.  It  means  in  our  American  news- 
papers, magazines,  and  books,  a  more  local  and  transient  excite- 
ment, which  may  be  limited  to  a  single  congregation,  or  may 
pervade  a  district  of  country,  and  which  implies  an  increase  of 
conversions  from  a  worldly  to  a  spiritual  life,  and  a  large  acces- 
sion of  communicants  to  the  church.  The  circumstances  may 
vary  in  nearly  all  the  incidental  particulars.  The  revival  may 
come  with  or  without  a  resort  to  special  means,  such  as  more 
numerous  meetings,  the  preaching  of  an  evangelist,  or  the  labors 
of  some  minister  ot  ler  than  the  pastor ;  with  or  without  a  pre- 
vious state  of  doctrinal  or  of  practical  declension ;  with  or  with- 
out careful  and  intended  preparation ;  with  or  without  peculiar 
measures  in  the  way  of  manifesting  feeling,  testing  earnestness, 
and  directing  inquirers.  Revivals  may  diflfer  in  the  degree  of 
prominence  of  the  ordinary  exercises, — ^singing,  prayer,  the  ex- 
hortations of  laymen,  and  the  sermons  of  clergymen.  They 
may  be  unlike  in  the  frequency  of  their  return  to  the  same  com- 
munity, in  the  rapidity  or  simultaneousness  of  their  effects,  in 
the  duration  of  the  special  influence,  and  in  their  freedom  from 
mixtures  of  superstition,  animal  excitement,  and  fanaticism.  It 
is  simply  claimed,  by  the  name  in  question,  that,  with  whatever 
peculiarities  or  imperfections,  there  has  been  a  truly  religious 
influence,  manifested  with  more  than  usual  power,  and  so  opera- 
ting through  social  sympathies  and  channels  as  to  affect  large 
numbers,  in  a  short  space  of  time,  with  regenerative  results. 
The  name  represents  a  reality.      It    may  not  stand  for  the 
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highest  type  of  experience,  in  the  individual  or  in  the  church  ; 
but  it  represents  a  Christian  force,  which  deserves  study,  which 
has  rewarded  use,  and  which  such  a  mind  as  that  of  Jonathan 
Edwards  thought  worthy  of  defense  and  explication. 

The  word  revival  is  peculiarly  precious  to  our  American 
churches,  from  its  relations  to  their  past  history,  and  to  their 
present  attitude  before  the  hosts  of  unbelief.  At  critical  times, 
the  spiritual  interests  of  the  nation  have  been  saved  by  them, 
while  not  a  few  churches  have  owed  their  existence  to  the  local 
revivals  in  border  settlements,  and  in  older  communities ;  the 
sudden  conversion  of  great  numbers  to  a  religious  life  having 
furnished  the  needed  material  for  new  organizations.  A  large 
proportion  of  the  churches  in  the  evangelical  denominations 
will  testify  that,  by  this  instrumeutality,  they  have  been  greatly 
if  not  chiefly  enlarged  and  strengthened.  And  now  that  faith 
in  the  Bible  is  losing  its  hold  on  many  minds,  and  a  supernat- 
ural religion  is  pronounced  in  high  quarters  to  be  an  absurdity, 
there  is  a  moral  sublimity  in  the  aspect  of  earnest  souls,  who 
value  revivals  because  in  them  the  presence  and  agency  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  are  manifest,  and  the  modern  as  well  as  the  ancient 
gospel  is  seen  to  be  ''in  demonstration  of  the  Spirit  and  of 
power."  If  still  there  are  Pentecostal  effusions,  primitive  Chris- 
tianity survives  in  one  of  its  chief  characteristics,  and  will  yet 
vindicate  its  reality  and  potency  by  a  repetition  of  early  vic- 
tories. 

In  learning  how  to  make  these  seasons  of  spiritual  exaltation 
and  conquest  productive  of  permanent  good,  we  must  guard 
against  conceptions  and  acts  which,  from  a  misunderstanding 
of  their  nature,  limit  the  use  of  revivals,  or  introduce  into  them 
vitiating  influences.  We  need  to  understand  their  philosophy 
to  such  an  extent  as  to  enable  us  to  seek  them  rationally,  and 
to  employ  them  in  a  wise  harmony  with  other  instrumentalities. 
That  a  revival  should  not  be  productive  of  permanent  good 
seems  indeed  to  be  a  contradiction  in  terms,  and  the  supposi- 
tion is  warranted  only  as  the  word  is  used  to  cover  a  mixed  ex- 
perience, in  which  human  errors  and  sins  appear  by  the  side  of 
phenomena  referable  only  to  divine  action.  We  proceed,  then, 
to  answer  the  question  proposed,  by  indicating  the  leading 
truths  which  require  to  be  kept  in  mind,  and  by  which  our 
specific  judgments  and  decisions  should  be  shaped. 
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1.  We  must  keep  steadily  in  view  all  that  is  implied  in  the  divine 
authorship  of  revivals  of  religion.  If  every  truly  converted  soul 
is  "  born  of  God,"  and,  through  conversion,  is  introduced  into 
a  divine  kingdom,  whose  victories  are  precisely  of  this  spiritual 
nature,  then  a  revival  is  the  product  of  divine  forces,  and  the 
result  of  a  previous  divine  plan.  It  is  such  an  event  as  a  battle 
in  a  military  campaign;  and,  whether  it  occur  in  a  large  city 
upon  the  scale  of  the  day  of  Pentecost,  or  as  a  limited  move- 
ment in  some  obscure  village  church,  it  marks  the  development 
of  the  scheme  of  the  great  leader.  God  cannot  be  indifferent 
to  such  phenomena,  or  separate  from  them.  As  conquests  of 
his  foes,  they  are  acts  of  his  power.  He  has  put  his  will  into  them, 
as  a  general  puts  his  will  into  the  plan  and  conduct  of  a  compaign, 
with  its  resultant  battles  and  victories.  For  the  Holy  Spirit  is 
a  person  and  not  a  mere  influence.  He  therefore  enters  into 
revivals,  not  as  a  material  force,  such  as  water,  or  steam,  enters 
into  machinery,  being  let  on  or  shut  off,  by  infallible  and  in- 
flexible methods,  and  producing  uniform  results  under  uniform 
appliances;  but  He  enters  into  them  as  sensitive,  intelligent, 
voluntary  divine  mind  acting  upon  similarily  characterized 
finite  minda  There  is  then  scope  and  demand  in  revivals 
for  everything  which  recognizes  on  our  part  this  divine  ac- 
tivity ;  for  desire  and  love,  for  prayer  and  fiiith,  for  encourage^ 
ment  and  submission,  for  joy  and  humility.  The  good  is  to 
be  secured  in  the  spiritual  and 'not  in  the  material  kingdom  of 
God.  The  effect  is  to  be  wrought  by  a  conscious  and  puiposed 
divine  influence,  in  a  way  which  introduces  us  to  that  which, 
as  above  the  realm  of  mere  natural  causation,  is  therefore  in 
the  free  realm  of  spirit,  or  the  «uper-natural,  though  not  ranked 
in  the  category  of  miracles.  It  will  save  us  from  many  mis- 
takes in  connection  with  revivals  to  look  this  fact  always  in  the 
face,  and  to  study  its  many  relatione  Under  its  light  we  shall  see 
that  there  is  ample  space  for  a  divine  choice  and  sovereignty  in 
the  part  which  revivals  shall  have  in  the  religious  forces  of  a 
given  country,  community,  or  church,  and  in  the  use  to  which 
God  shall  put  given  individuals.  No  absolute  outward  uniformity 
can  be  predicted,  even  when  men  imagine  that  they  are  arranging 
a  similarity  of  circumstances.  The  richest  blessing  of  a  revival 
is  never  to  be  found  in  the  unwarranted  assumption  that  it  has 
been  the  product  of  a  fixed  spiritual  force  in  the  moral  world. 
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parallel  to  the  law  of  gravity  in  the  natural  world,  which  can 
always  be  counted  upon,  and  used  at  will,  by  a  happy  adjust- 
ment of  the  appropriate  machinery.  Not  so  must  it  be  inter- 
preted, would  we  give  due  honor  to  God,  and  cultivate  in  our 
own  souls  the  purest  joy,  the  truest  humility,  and  the  deepest 
reverence.  That  we  may  be  privileged  with  other  such  scenes 
of  power,  and  may  have  the  richest  resultant  piety,  we  must 
cherish  the  thought  that  God,  as  the  Head  of  the  Church,  has 
strictly  personal  relations  to  these  revival  occasions,  and  in 
wisdom  and  love  exercises  his  own  judgment  as  to  time,  place, 
men,  measures,  and  results.  With  humble  prayer  and  faith 
should  we  seek  his  appearing ;  with  grateful  joy  and  reverence 
should  we  hail  his  presence  and  accept  his  gifts :  then  may  we 
reasonably  hope  to  see  the  churches  used,  through  revivals,  as 
instruments  of  divine  power. 

2,  We  must  as  careffiUy  recognize  thefactj  that  revivals^  coming 
in  a  line  of  spiritual  causation^  involve  humoH  -  agency,  and  there- 
fore varied  methods  and  attendant  imperfections.  It  is  not  true 
that  divinely  induced  results  imply  an  exclusively  divine  oper- 
ation, uniform  methods,  or  freedom  from  imperfections.  In  his 
moral  kingdom  God  deals  with  associated  minds,  and  under  the 
limitations  of  their  ignorance  and  sin.  He  influences  them  not 
only  individually  but  socially ;  not  only  directly  but  indirectly. 
He  reveals  truth  gradually  and  in  many  ways ;  he  introduces 
human  agency ;  he  institutes  organized  religion,  the  Church, 
the  ministry,  the  sacraments;  he  uses  the  providential  incidents 
of  national  and  individual  history ;  he  works  through  all  appro- 
priate second  causes  as  they  exist  at  the  time.  This  plan  in- 
volves a  variety  of  methods  in  producing  revivals  of  religion. 
These  must  be  adapted  to  the  peculiarities  of  particular  periods, 
nations,  classes  in  society,  and  individuals,  according  to  vary- 
ing degrees  of  knowledge  and  culture,  changing  moods,  shift- 
ing tendencies  to  faith  or  unbelief,  and  dififering  temperaments. 
Facts  confirm  the  conclusions  o'"  theory.  No  little  astonish- 
ment has  been  caused  by  the  variety  of  instrumentalities  and 
methods  connected  with  revivals,  and  the  outward  diversity  of 
results.  Some  have  been  stumbled  at  the  marked  contrast  of 
the  phenomena,  till  they  have  doubted  the  reality  of  a  divine 
power  therein,  and  the  wisdom  of  seeking  to  renew  such  scenes. 
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But  variety  is  characteristic  of  all  God's  works ;  in  the  spirit- 
ual as  well  as  in  the  natural  realm.  Consider  the  variety  of  au- 
thorship, style,  and  contents  in  the  books  of  Scripture ;  resorted 
to,  plainly,  as  a  means  to  reach  minds  in  every  age  and  of 
every  degree  of  development.  Similar  is  the  variety  of  revival 
agencies  and  methods,  which  are  to  work  upon  the  German, 
French,  Scotch,  Irish,  English,  or  the  conglomerate  American 
character ;  upon  the  higher,  the  middle,  and  the  lower  classes  of 
society ;  upon  sanguine  and  sluggish  temperaments ;  upim  the 
children  of  the  Church  and  the  neglected  masses  of  the  high- 
ways and  hedges.  It  is  to  be  expected  that,  in  this  work,  men 
will  be  used  according  to  their  personal  availability  in  relation 
to  those  to  be  influenced.  A  tasteful,  ncholarly  minister,  with 
methods  ordered  by  culture,  will  usually  have  his  chief  power 
with  the  educated  and  refined ;  and,  in  a  revival,  God  will  give 
him  a  work  to  do  among  them.  But  a  coarser-grained  man, 
with  less  knowledge  and  ruder  speech  and  action,  will  ordina- 
rily see  his  work  prepared  for  him  on  his  own  level,  and  will 
find  favor  with  the  common  people.  Very  few  possess  a  hu- 
manity as  broad  as  that  of  Jesus,  who  could  reach  the  extremes 
of  society.  Beligion  does  not  overlook  natural  aflinities.  To 
gain  its  full  revival  power,  as  a  permanent  force  in  the  Churchy 
we  must  so  far  lay  aside  our  personal  likes  and  dislikes  as  not 
to  make  them  a  rule  for  others,  or  to  seek  to  confine  the  grace 
of  God  to  the  channels  which  might  be  prescribed  by  our  ideas 
of  taste,  dignity,  and  propriety.  All  fish  are  not  caught  with 
the  same  hook,  or  with  the  same  bait,  and  God  must  be  allowed 
to  select  his  "  fishers  of  men  "  according  to  their  skill  in  win- 
ning souls  from  particular  classes,  or  in  special  circumstances. 
Permanent  good  will  result  from  revivals  only  as  ministers  ami 
churches  learn  to  be  as  wisely  comprehensive  in  their  measures 
as  God  is ;  or  as  they  grow  into  the  spirit  of  Paul,  in  their  pas- 
sion for  souls,  and  are  ready  to  be  "  made  all  things  to  all  men," 
that  they  may  "  by  all  means  save  some.''  Otherwise,  suspicion 
will  supplant  confidence,  alienation  will  take  the  place  of  co-op- 
eration, favorable  opportunities  will  be  lost,  valuable  instrumen- 
talities will  be  thrown  away,  and  important  results  will  be  dis- 
esteemed. 
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And  of  course  these  varied  methods  in  revivals  will  involve 
a  multitude  of  human  imperfections— -of  knowledge,  character, 
and  eflFect — ^intermingled,  painfully  and  humiliatingly,  with  the 
divine  influences.  Chemical  laws  hold  good  in  muddy  as  well 
as  in  clear  waters,  and  the  sun  shines  as  brightly  on  heaps  of 
refuse  as  on  fields  of  grass.  The  church  and  ministry  are  con- 
fessedly imperfect  as  organizations,  and  in  their  individual  ele- 
ments. It  is  for  no  one  to  say  with  how  much  of  imperfection 
the  Holy  Spirit,  in  his  condescension  and  meekness,  may  consent 
to  be  associated,  in  reaching  all  orders  of  mind  and  classes  of 
society.  Eevivals  may  have  many  elements  of  error,  of  super- 
stition, of  fanaticism,  of  disorder,  of  hypocrisy  even,  and  yet 
be  of  God,  who  advances  his  cause  in  the  church  as  well  as  in 
the  civil  state  by  excitements  and  revolutions  which  incident- 
ally call  into  action  the  worst  as  well  as  the  best  characters,  and 
which  bring  forth  mixed  results  of  good  and  evil.  To  allow 
wisely  for  such  facts,  and  to  train  Christians  to  a  considerate  es- 
timate of  revival  phenomena,  is  absolutely  necessary  to  perma- 
nently happy  results.  Otherwise  there  will  be  an  interminable 
debate  and  division  over  men  and  measures,  over  doctrines  and 
converts,  till  religion  is  scandalized,  churches  are  rent  asunder, 
and  revivals  become  a  fear  to  the  saints  and  a  scoffing  to  the 
wicked. 

A  chief  difficulty  arises  from  the  disposition  to  claim  tbat  a 
revival  is  a  divine  endorsement  of  certain  men,  doctrines,  and 
measures ;  as  though  God  could  associate  his  saving  power  only 
with  that  which  is  true  and  good,  and  as  though  anything  hu- 
man possessed  only  those  qualities  1  A  pastor  is  blamed  for  an 
inconsistent  life,  or  for  erroneous  teaching :  his  labors  are  at- 
tended with  a  spiritual  blessing,  and  his  friends  at  once  claim 
that  his  character  and  doctrine  have  received  the  divine  endorse- 
ment A  church  is  rent  with  discord,  and  one  party  secedes 
and  establishes  a  new  organization :  in  a  few  months  a  revival 
occurs,  and  God  is  supposed  to  have  testified  in  favor  of  that 
faction.  An  institution  of  learning  is  established  amid  much 
dispute  as  to  its  necessity,  the  wisdom  of  its  management,  the 
reputation  of  its  leading  officer,  or  the  soundness  of  the  pecu- 
liar principles  which  it  represents  and  propagates :  but  the  Spirit 
of  God  converts  some  of  the  students,  and  immediately  it  is  an- 
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nounced  that  God  has  put  his  seal  of  approbation  upon  the  en- 
terprise. An  evangelist  goes  through  the  churches,  preaching 
much  truth,  but  subjecting  himself  to  deserved  criticism ;  and 
his  blinded  friends  claim  each  successive  revival  in  connection 
with  his  ministrations  as  God's  answer  to  the  objections  brought 
against  him.  This  attempt  to  press  revivals  into  improper  ser- 
vice, to  put  upon  them  an  unwarranted  interpretation,  tends  to 
weaken  confidence  in  their  genuineness,  and  to  make  the  dis- 
gusted listeners  to  such  reasoning  reject  both  the  conclusion 
and  the  work  of  grace.  For,  plainly,  such  an  argument  overlooks 
the  most  obvious  facts  and  principles ;  not  considering  that,  un- 
less we  are  prepared  to  prove  that  God  never  uses  any  but  per- 
fect characters  and  instrumentalities,  no  one  is  competent  to 
declare  the  degree  of  error,  or  of  depravity,  which  will  inevita- 
bly prevent  an  outpouring  of  the  divine  Spirit  When  God 
converts  souls  in  a  revival,  it  is  the  direct  gospel  truth  which 
he  uses  with  saving  power,  and  this  he  may  employ  in  despite 
of  many  undesirable  accompaniments,  even  as  in  secular  history 
he  secures  important,  beneficent  results  under  every  form  of 
civil  government,  and  by  the  instrumentality  of  men  of  the 
most  varied  characters.  It  would  make  God  endorse  the  most 
contradictory  doctrines  and  measures,  moreover,  to  apply  the 
test  in  question ;  for  sure  it  is,  that  he  has  sent  powerful  revi- 
vals in  connection  with  the  efforts  of  Oalvinists  and  of  Armin- 
ians,  of  Baptists  and  of  Psado-Baptists,  of  Prelatists  and  of 
Non-Prelatists,  of  Protestants  and  of  Romanists,  of  New  Meas- 
ure and  of  Old  Measure  men,  of  Badicals  and  of  Conservatives, 
of  eminent  saints  and  even  of  those  who  afterward  proved  to 
have  been  self -deceived  or  hypocritical 

Nor  is  it  for  our  partial  vision  and  limited  judgment  to  de- 
cide, whether  the  true  spiritual  occasion  for  the  revival,  in  the 
Lord's  view,  did  not  rather  lie  in  its  relation  to  his  '^  hidden 
ones,"  in  the  bearing  of  some  quite  obscure  or  unknown  fact; 
such  as  the  persevering  and  importunate  prayer  of  even  a  sin- 
gle devoted  saint,  some  wrestling  Jacob  of  whom  neither  the 
church  nor  the  world  has  much  knowledge,  or  some  humble 
widow  whose  closet  opens  directly  into  heaven.  To  render  re- 
vivals a  permanent  blessing,  then,  we  must  study  into  their  phe- 
nomena sufficiently  to  avoid  all  narrow  and  party  interpretations 
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of  their  meaning,  and  must  accept  them  with  their  incidental 
human  imperfections.  "  We  have  this  treasure  in  earthen  ves- 
sels, that  the  excellency  of  the  power  may  be  of  God  and  not 
of  us." 

8.  We  must  rememher  that  revivals^  however  precious  in  their 
results^  cover  hut  part  of  the  ground  of  divine  actum  and  of  the 
religious  life  and  work  of  the  church,  Forgetfulness  of  this  truth 
has  operated  disastrously,  leading  the  friends  of  revivals  to 
exalt  them  unduly,  and  to  cast  into  the  shade  important 
Christian  duties  and  instrumentalities ;  thus  exciting  a  measure 
of  suspicion  in  regard  to  such  experiences  in  the  minds  of  other 
good  men,  and  limiting,  in  a  degree,  the  comprehensiveness  of 
their  own  labors.  The  word  revival  may  be  taken,  indeed,  out 
of  its  technical  meaning,  and  made  as  broad  as  the  idea  of  pro- 
gress in  religion;  in  all  departments  and  by  all  instrumentali- 
ties; in  which  case,  no  such  objection  can  apply.  But,  as 
generally  used  in  this  country — ^to  denote  a  powerful  religious 
movement  on  the  minds  of  the  unconverted,  attended  by  an 
awakened  zeal  of  the  church — in  their  behalf,  with  the  employ- 
ment, commonly,  of  special  efforts  to  reach  and  save  them — the 
idea  covers  only  a  part  of  the  work  assigned  to  the  Christian 
by  the  Master.  It  relates  to  external  conquest  simply;  the 
advancement  of  the  kingdom  by  the  subjugation  of  its  pro- 
nounced foes.  But  this,  as  in  the  case  of  a  nation,  which  has 
properly  been  affirmed  to  be  in  certain  respects  analogous,  by 
no  means  exhausts  the  conception  of  progress ;  which  ought  to 
be  lai^ely  internal,  by  growth  rather  than  by  conquest,  by 
development  rather  than  by  accretion.  If  we  consider  the 
nature  of  piety,  and  the  circumstances  in  which  it  must  live 
and  act,  we  shall  see  that  its  ordinary  work  must  be  to  main- 
tain holy  character  in  life's  daily  routine.  There  will  be  its 
conflict  and  its  victory,  its  beauty  and  its  power.  Indeed, 
until  its  reality  and  vigor  have  been  tested  in  that  sphere,  it 
will  have  little  influence  beyond.  For  there  it  comes  in  con- 
tact with  the  mass  of  men,  in  practical  work,  in  concrete  form, 
in  a  manner  open  to  inspection  and  sure  to  be  judged.  Its 
first  work,  therefore,  is,  to  build  up  right  character  and  a  pure 
and  impressive  life ;  to  exhibit  industry  in  labor,  fidelity  in 
trusts,  truthfulness  in  speech,  interest  in  all  departments  of 
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needfiil  action,  fortitude  in  suflFering,  courage  in  danger,  sym- 
pathy with  sorrow,  liberality  of  sentiment,  generosity  in  giving, 
firmness  in  resisting  temptation,  forgiveness  of  injuries,  com- 
placence in  moral  goodness,  high  principle  in  conduct,  and  an 
unworldly  state  of  mind  in  the  midst  of  great  worldly  activity. 
Then  it  starts  from  vantage  ground  to  ui^e  a  Christian  life 
upon  the  unconverted.  Indeed,  it  will  find  its  desired  results 
already  half  accomplished,  according  to  the  implication  of  our 
Saviour's  words :  '*  Let  your  light  so  shine  before  men,  that  they 
may  see  your  good  works,  and  glorify  your  Father,  who  is  in 
heaven.''  This,  probably,  is  the  explanation  of  the  feet,  that 
the  New  Testament  so  constantly  insists  upon  holy  living,  and 
dwells  so  little  upon  the  methods  to  be  used  in  laboring  for  the 
impenitent  Obviously,  then,  the  church  must  be  largely 
occupied  in,  what  Paul  calls,  '*  maintaining  good  worka"  (See 
Titus  iii,  8.)  This  includes  life  in  the  family,  in  the  varied 
forms  of  secular  business,  in  the  discharge  of  duties  as  a  citizen 
and  as  a  friend  and  neighbor,  and  in  helpfulness  to  the  poor 
and  distressed ;  to  which  may  be  added  the  maintenance  of 
social  and  public  religious  worship  in  connection  with  the 
church,  on  the  Lord's  Day  and  at  other  times.  To  live  indus- 
triously, peaceably,  benevolently,  conscientiously,  devoutly,  use- 
fully, and  joyfully,  in  the  position  providentially  assigned, 
must  comprehend  a  large  part  of  Christian  duty. 

If  now  one  looks  to  the  growt/i  of  the  church  or  Christian 
community,  that  will  be  seen  to  depend  greatly  on  a  properly 
religious  nurture  of  her  children  in  the  family,  as  well  as  upon 
individual  adult  conversions  and  the  aggressive  power  of  what 
we  term  revivals ;  and  we  must  so  employ  the  latter  as  not  to 
overshadow  the  former.  When  Christianity  first  started  forth, 
to  fulfill  the  command  to  '*  teach  all  nations,"  it  necessarily 
operated  mostly  upon  adult  minds,  and  relied  upon  the  out- 
pouring of  the  Spirit  on  Jew  and  Gentile  in  a  manner  often 
resembling  that  of  modern  revivals.  And  this  would  continue 
to  be  a  leading  instrumentality  foi; outside  efibrt,  as  the  gospel 
was  pressed  upon  opposers,  and  was  carried  to  additional  na- 
tions. This  must  be  true  now,  in  connection  with  foreign  mis- 
sionary labors,  and  with  efforts  to  reach  the  mass  of  uncon- 
verted adults  in  nominally  Christian  lands.     That  Pentecx)stal 
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scenes  will  be  renewed,  with  the  most  striking  results,  in  the 
simultaneous  conversion  of  great  multitudes,  may  be  gathered 
not  only  from  the  moral  necessity  of  the  case,  as  we  look  out 
upon  the  mass  of  ungodliness  in  the  world,  and  from  past  scenes 
in  the  history  of  the  church,  but  also  from  the  promise  of 
Scripture  that  "  a  nation  shall  be  born  at  once,"  as  it  were  in  a 
day,  in  those  times  when  a  'Mittle  one  shall  become  a  thousand, 
and  a  small  one  a  strong  nation."  But  this  is  outside  work, 
and  meanwhile  there  will  be  going  on  the  natural  growth  of 
the  church  from  within,  as  its  own  children  are  "  trained  up  in 
the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord."  At  this  the  church 
has  ever  aimed,  and  with  as  much  success  as  its  measure  of 
wisdom,  of  earnestness,  and  of  faith  would  warrant  To  this 
means  of  increase  have  looked  the  great  body  of  Christians ; 
some  through  the  ideas  associated  with  infant  baptism  and  a 
subsequent  confirmation,  and  others  apart  from  those  usages. 
And  American  Christians,  who  are  accustomed  to  rely  so  exten- 
sively upon  revivals,  and  to  count  upon  them  each  winter,  as 
at  the  season  most  favorable  lor  special  services  to  this  end, 
must  not  forget  that,  in  other  lands,  this  instrumentality  has 
been  less  used,  and  that  there  the  growth  has  been  almost 
wholly  through  the  regular  means  of  grace,  the  cultivation 
of  family  religion,  and  a  church  education  of  the  children  by 
catechism  and  liturgy.  There  must  be,  as  there  ought  to  be, 
great  power  of  development  in  the  church  on  this  side.  It  is  the 
natural  method  of  increase ;  it  accords,  also,  with  the  inspired 
explanation,  through  Malachi,  of  God's  intent  in  the  institu- 
tion of  marriage  and  of  the  fitmily, — "  that  He  might  seek  a 
godly  seed ;"  and  it  produces  the  most  perfect  type  of  charac- 
ter, free  from  the  angularities  and  crudities  of  adult  conversions, 
and  beautifully  rounded  out  into  the  symmetry  of  a  complete 
and  gradually  formed  mind  and  heart.  Indeed,  there  is  reason 
to  think,  that,  in  ordinary  communities,  where  the  ingatherings 
from  revivals  are  mostly  of  youth  from  twelve  to  twenty  years 
of  age,  a  large  proportion  o:^  the  so-called  "  converts  "  are  really 
persons  regenerated  in  childhood,  and  awakened  by  the  revival 
to  a  new  and  more  intelligent  consciousness  of  the  divine  life 
in  the  soul.  The  influence  of  the  family  and  of  the  Sunday 
school  at  least  prepared  the  soil  and  sowed  the  seed  for  the 
seemingly  sudden  harvest  of  the  revival. 
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What  is  needed,  then,  in  this  direction,  to  make  revivals  pro- 
ductive of  permanent  good,  is,  to  recognize  their  true  relation 
to  other  Christian  experiences,  and  to  oth^r  modes  of  Christian 
progress  toward  the  final  triumph  of  the  Eedeemer*s  kingdom. 
Made  exclusive  in  their  demand,  they  falsely  turn  every  other 
condition  of  the  church  into  a  declension,  draw  off  attention 
from  equally  important  duties,  and  give  to  piety  a  vacillating 
character,  changing  from  the  heights  of  excitement  to  the  inevit- 
able reactionary  depths  of  insensibility  or  of  depression.  But 
no  such  distorted  view  of  revivals  need  be  cherished.  They 
do  not  tjonstitute  the  whole  of  religious  work,  but  they  belong 
in  the  Christian  system,  and  have  a  place  of  special  honor  and 
power  under  the  dispensation  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Doubtless, 
also,  they  have  their  law,  in  the  mind  of  God,  though  no  one 
has  yet  succeeded  in  definitely  stating  it,  or  in  bringing  them 
under  fixed  conditions  of  time  and  circumstance.  While,  as  a 
general  rule,  spiritual  results  will  be  according  to  the  prayerful 
use  of  appropriate  means,  God  wishing  to  encourage  prayer 
and  to  reward  faithful  labor,  yet  Christians  are  often  disap- 
pointed in  the  results  of  prayer  and  effort  in  specific  cases ;  so 
that  no  man  can  surely  predict  the  range  and  power  of  revivals 
in  particular  localities.  What  pastor  has  not  been  surprised  by 
a  powerful  revival  in  spiritual  circumstances  seemingly  un- 
favorable ;  and  again  disappointed  at  its  non-arrival  when  its 
conditions  appeared  to  be  more  fully  met  ? 

They  come  in  very  variant  circumstances,  and  therefore  the 
old  divines  have  associated  them  with  the  sovereignty  of  God ; 
but  to  God,  we  may  well  suppose  that  a  sameness  of  principle 
appears  throughout  They  are  to  be  regarded  as  glorious  addi- 
tions or  supplements  to  the  ordinary  working  of  spiritual  forces ; 
in  which  God  seizes  upon  a  conjuncture  of  facts  and  favoring 
occasions  to  work  saving  results  on  a  large  scale  and  with  great 
rapidity,  exalting  the  faith  of  his  people  and  striking  terror 
into  the  heart  of  his  foes.  In  the  United  States,  revivals  have 
thus  been  conspicuously  used,  at  eventful  periods,  to  save  the 
land  from  prevalent  infidelity  and  worldliness.  In  the  days  of 
Jonathan  Edwards,  after  there  had  been  a  wide-spread  deadness 
in  religion,  accompanied  by  an  invasion  of  error,  the  "Great 
Awakening"   was  spiritually   the  salvation   of  the  country. 
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Again,  after  the  BevoliUionary  War  had  left  religion  in  a  low 
condition,  and  French  infidelity  had  infected  large  numbers, 
God  used  the  powerful  revivals  at  the  beginning  of  this  cen- 
tury, to  give  new  life  to  religion  in  the  nation.  Similarly,  the 
second  war  with  Great  Britain,  the  mercantile  prosperity  and 
subsequent  reverses,  twenty  years  later,  and  also  the  financial 
crash  of  1857,  were  followed  by  extensive  and  powerful  revivals. 
And  now,  in  accordance  with  the  inspired  declaration,  that 
"  when  the  enemy  shall  come  in  like  a  flood,  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  will  left  up  a  standard  against  him,''  the  praying  and 
believing  ones  are  expecting  that  the  present  spread  of  skepti- 
cism will  furnish  the  occasion  for  mighty  outpourings  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  which  shall  demonstrate  the  divine  character  of 
the  Gospel,  and  shall  convert  the  very  leaders  of  unbelief  into 
apostles  of  the  faith.  * 

They  may  therefore  properly  be  objects  of  desire,  of  prayer, 
and  of  effort,  on  the  part  of  ministers  and  of  churches,  while 
not  allowed  to  interfere  with  the  steady  prosecution  of  ordinary 
Christian  work,  and  the  expectation  of  a  continual  success  in 
the  conversion  of  sinners  and  in  the  upbuilding  of  personal 
character.  Indeed,  as  the  special  activities  of  a  merchant  in  his 
spring  and  fall  trade  subside  into  the  regular  routine  of  industry 
during  the  remainder  of  the  year,  so  when  the  excitement  and 
labor  of  a  revival  pass,  it  should  be  to  allow  steady  play  to  the 
regular  duties  of  family,  social,  and  church  life ;  it  being  un- 
derstood, that  piety  equally  inspires  both  modes  of  action,  and 
that  the  converts  of  a  revival  need  subsequently  to  be  trained 
to  obey  the  unexciting  demands  of  the  details  of  a  daily  life  that 
shall  be  inspired  by  faith  in  Christ,  and  love  to  God  and  their 
neighbor.  In  this  light,  that  pastor  is  most  wisely  a  friend  of 
revivals,  who  follows  them  most  feithfully  with  the  use  of  the 
ordinary  means  of  grace,  and  with  a  recommendation  of  piety 
in  its  everyday  aspects.  That  church  also  gives  the  best  evi- 
dence of  having  received  permanent  good  from  a  revival,  which 
accompanies  its  zeal  for  conversions  with  an  equal  care  for  the 
growth  and  education  of  "  the  babes  in  Christ,"  and  for  the 
exhibition  by  the  older  members  of  a  proportionate  character, 
and  a  readiness  for  all  forms  of  usefulness,  whether  these  be 
technically  religious  or  secular.     The  converts  will  thus  be 
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made  to  understand,  that  the  revival  is  religion  in  only  one  of 
its  phases,  and  in  one  of  its  forms  of  power ;  and  that  a  church 
does  not  necessarily  decline  in  piety  when  those  special  scenes 
pass,  but  often  goes  on  to  greater  trials  and  triumphs  of  Chris- 
tian principle,  which  require  daily  communion  with  God  and 
an  abiding  fstith  in  the  perpetual  aid  oi  the  indwelling  Spirit, 
in  order  to  "  overcome  the  world." 
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Abtici^  IV.— a  study  in   INTERNATIONAL  LAW 

REFORM. 

International  Law  itself,  and  proposed  improvements  in 
it,  are  of  the  highest  interest  to  the  friends  of  progress.  Every 
real  advance  is  a  water-mark  showing  how  the  tide  of  Christian 
civilization  is  rising.  No  questions  of  a  great  and  grave  pub- 
lic character  are  more  momentous.  "  It  is  the  immortal  glory  of 
Grotius,  through  a  new  dispensation  of  international  right,^*  says 
"  Historicus "  (Preface  to  Letters  reprinted  from  the  London 
Times)  "  to  have  evangelized  the  society  of  nations  brutalized 
by  a  licentious  carnival  of  force.  It  has  been  the  shame  of 
others  to  have  d^raded  the  palladium  of  law  into  the  minister 
of  the  temporary  passion  of  governments  and  the  servile  in- 
strument of  the  interests  of  Statea"  "  The  practices  of  war 
between  civilized  nations  have  been  sensibly  mitigated,"  says 
Wheaton,  "  and  a  comparison  of  the  present  modes  of  warfare 
with  the  system  of  Grotius,  will  show  the  immense  improve- 
ment that  has  taken  place."  "  The  law  of  nations  has  improved 
with  the  general  improvement  of  civilization,  of  which  it  is  one 
of  the  most  valuable  products."  The  question  whether  this 
shall  continue,  resolves  itself,  says  Dr.  Woolsey,  "  into  the 
broader  one,  whether  true  civilization,  built  on  sound  morality 
and  religion,  is  destined  to  advance  or  decline."  "  It  is  proba- 
ble that  the  advance  will  be  more  rapid  than  heretofore, 
although  by  no  means  easy  or  unopposed." 

The  North  American  Review  for  April,  1872,  contained  a  ygor- 
ous  attack  by  Hon.  John  Norton  Pomeroy  upon  the  proposi- 
tion to  make  the  private  property  of  belligerents,  except  contra- 
band, &C.,  free  from  destruction  or  capture  on  sea  or  land.  The 
"  Draft  Outlines  of  an  International  Code,"  by  David  Dudley 
Field,  Esq.  ^New  York,  Nov.,  1872,  printed  for  criticism  and 
revision),  prepared  by  that  gentleman  as  a  member  oi  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  "Social  Science  Congress,"  Manchester,  1666, 
contains  the  following  Article  and  note,  pp.  689,  541. 

**  846.  Private  property,  whether  tangible  or  intangible,  on 
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land  or  at  sea,  and  belonging  to  the  enemy  or  a  neutral,  cannot 
be  in  any  manner  taken  or  violated,  under  pretext  of  war, 
except  in  the  cases  and  to  the  extent  allowed  by  the  provisions 
of  this  book." 

(Note.)  "  The  principal  exceptions  are,  1.  Contraband ;  2. 
Property  forfeited  by  oflFences  of  the  owner ;  and,  8.  Property 
taken  under  military  necessity." 

Dropping  the  exceptions  out  of  view,  as  not  in  dispute,  the 
question  is  narrowed  and  made  simple. 

Mr.  Pomeroy  admits  that  the  principle  is  equally  just  on  the 
land  and  on  the  sea ;  but  he  maintains,  without  qualification, 
that  there  is  *'  no  rule  of  international  law,  no  practice  of  civil- 
ized States,  which  exempts  private  enemy  property  from  cap- 
ture or  destruction  on  landf^  though  he  admits  that  it  is  *^  not  so 
systematically  taken  and  confiscated  on  land  as  on  sea."  Mr. 
Field  says :  **  The  rule  that  private  property  on  land  ought  to  be 
respected  as  far  as  possible  may  now  be  regarded  as  fully  rec- 
ognized," and  he  points  out  as  '*  the  most  important  change  in 
existing  rules  proposed  "  (Draft,  chapter  Ixiv,  p.  526,  acg.),  "  the 
exemption  of  private  property  from  capture,  at  sea  as  well  as 
on  land."  Both  writers  refer  for  the  most  part  to  the  same 
authorities.  Such  conflicting  statements  will  surprise  no  one 
who  has  ever  traced  the  progress  of  a  new  principle  of  public 
law  or  policy  through  its  mixed  treatment,  as  a  question  of 
fact  and  of  right  (the  two  being  often  blended  and  confounded) 
by  a  multitude  of  writers  and  publicists. 

Mr.  Pomeroy  devotes  eight  or  ten  pages  to  authors,  states- 
men, and  international  transactions,  recognizing,  as  he  says,  the 
freedom  of  private  commerce ;  such  as  the  Abb6  Mably, 
Galiani  ( — doubted,  except  as  to  capture  by  privateers — ^),  Cha- 
teaubriand, Presidents  Monroe  and  Pierce,  Secretaries  Marcy 
and  Pish,  Bluntschli,  Pinheiro-Ferreira,  Pradier-Fod6r^,  Mass^, 
Cauchy,  the  late  Dr.  Lieber,  Laboulaye,  Franklin's  Treaty  with 
Prussia  of  1785,  the  Act  of  the  French  Legislative  Assembly 
of  1792,  the  Araerico-Prussian  projet  of  1828  (identical  with 
Art  28  of  Franklin's  Treaty),  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  United  States  to  the  Treaty  of  Paris  of  1856,  the  Bremen 
Merchants'  declaration  of  1859,  the  Prusso- Austrian  declara- 
tions of  1866,  and  the  Prussian  Royal  Proclamation  of  1870. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1874.]  A  Study  in  International  Law  Re/orm.  68 

Some  of  these  authorities  are  a  little  vague,  and  they  all  re- 
ferred to  the  freedom  of  the  seas  to  merchant  vessels  as  the 
unsettled  point;  but  Franklins  Treaty  specified  "houses," 
"  goods,"  and  **  fields"  first,  and  then  "  all  merchant  and  trad- 
ing vessels ;"  and  the  Bremen  declaration  mentioned  both  land 
and  sea  property,  and  asked  for  the  general  "  inviolability  of 
persons  and  property  domiciled  in  belligerent  States."  The 
writers  of  treatises  cited  argue  for  t\\e  justice  of  the  principle, 
rather  than  affirm  its  adoption  in  practice,  though  Bluntschli 
both  says,  !'the  international  law  absolutely  intei-dicts  the 
acquisition  of  booty  in  time  of  war,"  and  ^^  although  maritime 
war  should  be  directed  against  the  State  and  not  against  indi- 
viduals, and  although  by  the  natural  law  private  property 
should  be  respected  on  the  sea  as  well  as  on  land,  yet  many 
maritime  powers  still  recognize  in  maritime  war  the  right  of 
seizing  ships  which  are  the  property  of  persons  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  enemy  country,  and  of  confiscating  goods 
found  on  board  such  shipa" 

Mr.  Field  concedes  that  "the  earlier  authorities  sustained 
the  right  of  taking  booty  on  land,"  but  affirms  that  the  oppo- 
site rule  is  "  the  modem  rule,"  "  sufficiently  settled  to  need  no 
further  discussion."  He  cites, — ^besides  Bluntschli,  and  Pradier- 
Fod^r6, — ^Vattel,  against  detaining  persons,  or  property  when 
war  is  declared,  and  Fior^  {Nouveau  Droit  International)  to  the 
effect  that  "  war  is  now  a  relation  between  nation  and  nation, 
and  that  therefore  private  property,  at  sea  as  well  as  on  land, 
must  be  respected  as  iar  as  possible."  Also  Martens  and  Heff- 
ten  Also,  the  fiict  that  Prussia  in  1824  recommended  the 
general  adoption  of  this  principle,  "  and  it  is  said  to  have  been 
established  by  treaties  between  the  South  American  Bepublics 
in  1851  and  1866."  It  was  so  recognized  in  the  war  between 
Austria  and  Italy  in  1866,  that  Dr.  Lushington  says  "  the  pri- 
vate property  of  the  enemy  at  sea  was  as  completely  exempt 
fi-om  hostile  capture  as  private  property  on  land."  In  the 
Franco-Prussian  war,  the  North  German  Government  first  an- 
nounced the  principle,  and  then  withdrew  it  on  the  cap- 
ture of  German  ships  by  France,  as  a  measure  of  retaliation. 
He  cites  instances  of  restitution  after  hostilities,  e.  g.,  France 
to  Spain,  1823 ;  England  to  Holland,  1882 ;  France,  Italy,  and 
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Austria  to  each  other,  1859 ;  France  to  Mexico,  1865 ;  Brazil  to 
the  U.  S.,  in  the  Paraguayan  war,  1870.  Also,  there  have 
been  provisions  in  many  modern  treaties  establishing  the  mod- 
em rule  in  case  of  future  collision  between  the  contracting  par- 
ties,— Treaty  between  France  and  Peru,  1861.  England  and 
France  in  the  war  with  China — contrary  to  practice  in  other 
cases — wholly  suspended  the  right  of  maritime  capture. 

On  the  other  side,  Mr.  Pomeroy  cites — as  in  general  of  the  op- 
posite opinion, — "  the  great  public  jurists  from  Grotius  down 
to  Phillimore  and  Twiss," — including  Hautefeuille,  "  the  great 
champion  of  neutral  rights  and  of  free  neutral  commerce," — 
the  omission  of  the  principle  of  Franklin's  Treaty  from  that 
made  by  him  with  France  in  1778  (seven  years  earlier),  and 
with  Sweden  in  1788  (two  years  earlier),  and  from  that  made 
by  John  Adams  with  the  Low  Countries  in  1782  (three  years 
earlier),  the  instructions  to  John  Quincy  Adams  to  omit  it 
from  the  second  Treaty  with  Prussia  in  1798,  the  conduct  of 
France  inconsistent  with  it,  the  positions  of  Count  Nesselrode 
in  1824,  of  Palmerston  in  1859,  and  of  Mr.  Justice  Strong  in 
1870.  But  his  strongest  authorities  are  the  destruction  of  pri- 
vate property  by  Gen.  Sherman  in  Georgia  and  South  Carolina, 
the  confiscation  acts  of  1861  and  1862,  and  the  plunderings 
and  requisitions  of  Prussia  in  the  case  of  the  free  commercial 
cities  in  1866,  and  of  the  French  people  in  1870.  Our  own 
government — as  having  led  in  upholding  the  principle  as  a 
•'  speculative  dogma," — he  vehemently  accuses  of  falsehood  and 
disgusting  hypocrisy. 

Mr.  Field  adds  Ortolan's  argument  under  seven  heads  on  the 
same  side,  making  an  exception,  however,  in  favor  of  fishing 
coasters,  and  suggesting  a  restoration  of  the  value  of  the  goods 
in  specified  cases.  (So  Bynkershoek  as  to  immovables.)  .He 
says :  "  According  to  many  authorities,  a  nation  has  the  right, 
siricti  juris^  to  seize  and  confiscate  any  property  of  an  enemy 
found  in  the  country  on  the  happening  of  war.  Dana!s 
Wheaton;  1  Kenfs  Commentaries;  HallecKs  Intemat  Law; 
WooUey^s  Internat  Law ;  8  OrancKs  U.  S,  Reports,  The  Eng- 
lish text-writers,  like  the  American,  are  of  opinion  that  the 
law  of  nations  is  not  settled  against  the  right,  but  in  fact  admit 
it     Manning^  Law  of  Nations  ;  Phillimore,  Intern.  Law  ;  Ikviss, 
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Law  of  Nations "  (as  to  restoring  immovables).  "  The  right 
to  confiscate  dd>t8  is  contended  for  on  theoretic  grounds  by  some 
anthorities  who,  however,  are  not,  we  think,  sustained  by  mod- 
cm  usage,  or  by  the  weight  of  opinion."  Twis^,  Wildman, 
Kent,  and  Manning  are  cited  against  it  And  even  Bynker- 
shock  might  have  been.  Some  of  these  citations,  it  seems  to 
us,  are  to  be  taken  with  some  qualifications  Thus,  Dr. 
Wheaton — although  his  last  editor  is  zealous  for  the  right  and 
its  exercise — ^himself  says  (Ed.  1846,  p  847),  commenting  on 
Grotius,  Bynkershoek  and  Vattel,  pro  and  con:  "It  appears  to 
be  the  modem  mle  of  international  usage  that  property  of  the 
enemy  found  within  the  territory  of  the  belligerent  State,  or 
debts  due  to  his  subjects  by  the  government  or  individuals  at 
the  commencement  of  hostilities,  are  not  liable  to  be  seized  and 
confiscated  as  prize  of  war.  This  rule  is  frequently  enforced 
by  treaty  stipulations,  but  unless  it  be  thus  enforced,  it  cannot 
be  considered  as  an  inflexible,  though  an  established,  rule. 
"  The  rule,"  as  it  has  been  beautifully  observed  "  (Marshall,  C. 
J.,  in  8  Cranch's  U.  S.  Eeports),  **  like  other  precepts  of  moral- 
ity, of  humanity,  and  even  of  wisdom,  is  addressed  to  the 
judgment  of  the  sovereign, — ^it  is  a  guide  which  he  follows  or 
abandons  at  will — and  although  it  cannot  be  disregarded  by 
him  without  obloquy,  yet  it  may  be  disregarded.  It  is  not  an 
immutable  rule  of  law,  but  depends  on  political  considerations, 
which  may  vary."  Wheaton  says  further:  '*The  modem  rule 
would  seem  to  be,  that  tangible  property  belonging  to  an 
enemy,  and  found  in  the  country  at  the  commencement  of  war, 
ought  not  to  be  immediately  confiscated ;  and  in  almost  every 
commercial  treaty  an  article  is  inserted  stipulating  for  the  right 
to  withdraw  such  property.  This  rule  appears  to  be  totally 
incompatible  with  the  idea  that  war  does,  of  itself,  vest  the 
property  in  the  belligerent  government"  (/i,  p.  851 ;  cf  p. 
896 — ^also  touching  land  property,  with  exceptions.)  "The 
progress  of  civilization  has  slowly,  but  constantly,  tended  to 
soften  the  extreme  severity  of  the  operations  of  war  by  land ;  * 
but  it  still  remains  unrelaxed  in  respect  to  maritime  warfare." 
(/d,  p.  400.)  Dr.  Woolsey  also  says,  in  a  passage  not  cited  by 
Mr.  Field:  "Capture  of  private  property  has  nearly  disap- 

*  So  Ortolan,  even,  see  post. 
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peared  from  land  warfare,  but  is  allowed  by  international  war, 
as  well  in  the  case  of  neutrals  as  of  enemies,  at  sea.  The  same 
humane  principles,  however,  which  have  put  a  stop  to  it  on  the 
one  element,  are  at  work  to  abridge  its  sphere  on  the  other. 
The  rule  already  adopted  by  the  principal  European  powers, 
that  free  ships  engaged  in  lawful  trade  make  free  goods,  is  sure 
to  become  universal ;  and  if  so,  the  hostile  property  exposed 
to  the  cruisers  of  the  other  belligerent  may  become  so  incon- 
siderable, that  the  trade  of  plundering  on  the  sea  will  be  hardly 

worth  carrying  on We  indulge  that  *  pious 

chimera,'  as  it  has  been  called,  that  all  private  property  on  the 
sea,  engaged  in  a  lawful  trade  to  permitted  ports,  ought  to  cross 
the  seas  in  safety ;  we  have  the  sanction  of  the  authority  of 
Franklin,  and  of  sober  propositions  made  by  our  own  govern- 
ment, for  regarding  such  a  rule  as  both  desirable  and  prac- 
ticable ;  we  must  esteem  it  nearer  to  justice,  and  certainly 
to  humanity,  than  the  present  inequality  of  risk  on  the  two 
elements;  and  it  will  probably  be  found,  owing  to  the  new 
rule  in  favor  of  neutrals,  that  marine  captures  will  not  be 
worth  retaining."  (§  189,  pp.  286,  287  ;  cf.  §  180,  p.  224,  on 
immunity  of  private  property  on  land.) 

An  analysis  of  the  facts  and  authorities  on  both  sides — 
the  above  survey  of  which  is  pretty  exhaustive — shows  that 
Mr.  Pomeroy  goes  altogether  too  far  in  his  unqualified  state- 
ment that  there  is  neither  international  rule  nor  practice 
protecting  private  property  in  war.  From  the  conflict  of 
statements  there  emerges  the  clear  evidence  that  the  ques- 
tion is  in  just  such  a  state  as  a  progressive  change  from  an 
old  rule  of  non-exemption  to  a  more  humane  modern  rule  of 
exemption  from  capture  would  occasion.  Both  principle  and 
practice  are  mixed,  with  a  plain  inclination  toward  the  fixed 
establishment  of  the  later  rule,  of  which  its  incorporation  into 
two  such  works  as  Bluntschli's  Le  Droit  International  Codifie, 
and  our  countryman's  Draft  Outlines  of  an  International  Code, 
are  in  evidence. 

We  turn  now  to  the  ailment  for  and  against  the  principla 
But,  in  the  first  place,  Mr.  Pomeroy's  argument  that  it  cannot 
be  a  rule  of  international  law,  deserves  a  moment's  attention. 
One  point  is,  that  so  many  nations  from  policy  have  violated 
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it  1  which,  by  parity  of  reasoning,  would  warrant  ns  in  saying 
that  nothing  is  a  law  in  human  society,  in  violation  and 
disobedience  of  which  the  crime  or  wrong  it  forbids  is  com- 
mitted by  men, — ^a  singular  fallacy,  which  can  be  accounted 
for  by  supposing  that  the  writer,  without  noticing  it,  passed 
from  the  use  of  '^  rule"  or  ^4aw"  in  the  sense  of  requirement, 
to  '^  rule"  in  the  sense  of  prevailing  £GMst  Scientific  men  and 
statisticians  fiJl  into  this  confusion  of  thought  constantly. 
But  even  in  the  latter  sense,  it  was  incumbent  on  him  who 
denied  the  rule  to  prove  that  as  matter  of  fact  it  is  now  vio* 
lated  in  the  clear  majority  of  instances,  since  proof  of  this  at 
some  former  period,  if  the  practice  or  the  tendency  of  prac- 
tice has  since  been  changing,  would  only  show,  not  that 
exemption  of  private  property  "  cannot"  be  the  rule,  but  only 
that  once  it  was  not,  while  it  is  now.  Another  of  Mr.  Pome- 
poy's  points  is,  that  nations  cannot  be  "called  to  account"  for 
violating  it,  which  would  go  to  show  that  nothing  whatever 
can  be  international  law — ^a  defect  necessarily  belonging  to 
this  kind  of  law,  in  every  article  and  principle  of  it — which, 
indeed,  the  proposal  for  an  International  Code,  to  receive  some- 
time the  sanction  of  the  governments,  is  made  to  remedy  as  &r 
as  possible.  And  another  point  is  equally  without  force,  viz  : 
that  in  the  stress  of  conflict  the  principle  could  **  only  be  en- 
forced by  overwhelming  hostile  power."  Mr.  Pomeroy  adds, 
in  this  connection : 

"  The  very  exception  which  the  writers  of  this  school  univer- 
sally make — namely,  the  exigencies,  the  necessities  of  the  mili- 
tary movements  and  operations — utterly  destroys  the  possibility 
of  any  rule  similar  to  the  one  assumed  by  them ;  for  the  sole 
judge  of  these  exigencies,  of  these  necessities,  must  either  be 
the  commander  in  the  field,  or  the  government  whose  agent  he 
is,  and  from  the  decision  of  either  there  can  be  no  appeal,  no 
review.  Where  all  is  left  to  the  discretion  of  a  man  with  an 
army  at  his  back,  and  that  discretion  arbitrary  because  uncon- 
trolled and  uncontrollable  except  by  a  more  powerful  army,  it 
would  seem  that  the  rule  which  the  university  professors  have 
so  neatly  constructed  can  exist  only  on  paper." 

All  this  simply  goes  to  show,  it  is  evident,  not  the  impossi- 
bility of  the  rule,  but  the  difficulties  attending  its  observance. 
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In  other  words,  the  writer  has  blended  and  confused  in  his  own 
mind  the  two  diflFerent  meanings  of  the  terms — "  rule"  or  "law." 
The  requirement  is  what  he  means  "can  exist  only  on  paper," — 
which  is  true  enough,  but  proves  nothing ;  the  observance  of  the 
requirement  is  what  he  denies  as  fact.  But  it  was  incumbent  on 
him  to  show  that  non-observance  is  and  must  be  prevailing  fact ; 
in  other  words,  that  the  violation  of  the  requirement,  instead  of 
being  exception,  must  needs  be  the  rule,  in  the  sense  of  prevail- 
ing fact— and  could  not  be  prevented— or  that  the  requirement 
eould  not  possibly  be  obeyed.  This  Mr.  Pomeroy  has  not  at- 
tempted. And  even  if  this  were  so  in  the  present  state  of  inter- 
national law,  it  would  prove  nothing  as  to  what  would  be  the 
case  under  an  accepted  code  embodying  the  rule.  The  first 
Article  of  Mr.  Field's  Draft  Outlines  is  as  follows: 

{''Adopting  Clause:') 

"  Article  1.  The  following  rules  are  established  and  declared, 
by  the  nations  assenting  hereto,  as  an  International  Code,  by 
which  those  nations,  and  their  members,  respectively,  shall  be 
governed  in  their  relations  with  each  other." 

It  is  also  provided.  Article  214,  that  "  each  nation,  on  demand 
made  by  another  nation,  &c.,  must  deliver  up  to  justice  persons'' 
"  charged  with  an  offense  (public)  against  any  provision  of  this 
Code,"*"  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  latter,  (and)  found  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  former."  And  still  further.  Article  1008, 
"  The  punishment  of  any  act  which  is  declared  to  be  a  public 
offense  by  the  provisions  of  this  Code,  shall  be  that  which  is 
prescribed  by  the  law  of  the  place  where  the  conviction  is  had, 
for  the  same  or  a  similar  infraction  of  its  criminal  law."  Possi- 
bly under  such  a  Code, — with  "  appeal"  and  "  review,"  it  is  to 
be  noticed,  and  ample  means  of  punishment  provided, — the  pre- 
vailing facts  might  change,  and  though  still  physical  prevention 
of  unlawful  destruction  of  private  property, — (which  is  all  the 
language  quoted  above  goes  to  show  is  impossible,  and  other 
expressions  about  the  necessity  of  "  an  overwhelming  hostile 
power"  to  enforce  the  rule  "  in  the  very  agony  of  an  armed 
contest,  while  each  combatant  is  putting  forth  its  mightiest 
efforts,  and  the  passions  of  each  individual  citizen  are  aroused 
to  the  highest  pitch,")— could  not  be  effected,  of  course,  by  the 
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rule,  it  could  effect  all  that  any  rule  on  any  subject,  in  any  kind 
of  law,  could  effect  It  is  conceded  that  military  necessity  is — 
at  least  at  present — ^an  **  ill-defined  exception  "  (Field,  p.  526), 
but  it  has  not  been  shown,  on  the  other  hand,  that  it  is  more 
than  an  exception. 

It  may  disencumber  the  subject  somewhat  if  we  also  touch 
here  upon  Mr.  Pomeroy's  two  great  instances  of  the  destruction, 
in  recent  years,  of  private  property  on  a  vast  scale  in  war,  even 
on  land,  viz.,  the  course  of  Prussia,  and  that  of  the  United 
States.  It  might  be  admitted  that  they  are  examples  of  glaring 
national  inconsistency  in  two  great  powers  that  lead  in  civiliza- 
tion,— ^and  emphatically  so,  as  Mr.  Pomeroy  suggests,  in  the  very 
powers  who  "  were  the  first  to  formulate  the  doctrine  of  free 
belligerent  commerce  in  a  treaty,  and  have  frequently  since 
that  time  published  it  with  the  assurance  of  those  who  believed 
it  and  practiced  it"  With  still  greater  severity  it  might 
have  been  observed,  that  these  two  powers,  nearly  a  hundred 
years  ago,  formulated  the  doctrine  in  respect  to  the  aea,  where  it 
has  been  most  resisted,  and  now  have  violated  it  on  the  landy 
where  it  has  been  less  firequently  trampled  down  by  others. 
Still  it  is  incumbent  on  the  critics  to  prove  that  these  are  not 
instances  of  military  necessity,  or  do  not  fiill  under  some  other 
principle,  in  order  to  give  effect  to  language  which  can  hardly 
be  called  temperate.  That  Prussia,  having  agreed  in  1866  with 
the  other  belligerents  to  the  freedom  of  merchant  vessels,  and 
having  declared  the  same  in  1870  without  regard  to  reciprocity, 
did  not  apply  the  same  principle  on  the  land,  may  have  been, — 
for  aught  that  appears  in  this  discussion, — ^because  no  such  mili- 
tary necessity  existed  on  the  sea  as  on  the  land.  That  when 
the  French  government  in  1870  refused  to  relinquish  the  right 
of  capture  and  actually  captured  German  merchant  ships,  Prussia 
receded  from  its  own  previous  exemption,  is  only  an  illustration 
of  the  old  principle  of  reciprocity,  which  is  as  old  as  Magna 
Charta.  It  also  illustrates  the  unsettled  condition  of  the  whole 
question.  It  has  always  been  understood  that  Gen.  Sherman's 
course  in  Georgia  and  South  Carolina  was  governed  by  military 
necessity ;  and  when  Mr.  Pomeroy  taunts  Secretary  Stanton  with 
inconsistency,  and  the  government  with  treason  to  "  its  time- 
honored  principles,"  he  has  just  as  good  reason  for  taunting 
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Mr.  Lincoln  with  the  same  for  respecting  slave  property  during 
the  earlier  part  of  the  rebellion,  and  at  last  emancipating  the 
slaves  on  the  ground  of  military  necessity.  We  make  nothing 
here  of  any  distinction  between  the  treatment  of  alien  enemies 
in  foreign  war  and  citizens  guilty  of  the  high  crime  of  treason 
in  rebellion  or  civil  war.  If  military  necessity  could  be  a  good 
reason  in  any  case — and  Mr.  Pomeroy  even  admits  that  all  of 
Gen.  Sherman's  acts,  "  except  the  burnings,  were  actually  done 
in  the  interests  of  humanity" — ^it  certainly  and  preeminently 
eould  be  in  a  rebellion,  and  such  a  rebellion.  The  writer  hap- 
pened to  be  in  London  in  1864,  when  the  London  TimeSj  having 
previously  exhausted  itself  in  condemning  the  course  of  Sheri- 
dan and  Sherman,  turned  square  about  for  reasons  of  policy, 
and  justified  both  Generals  in  every  particular, — avering  that 
any  English  general  in  the  same  circumstances  would  have  done 
precisely  the  same, — as  any  one  who  knows  aught  of  British 
military  history  might  safely  venture  to  say !  It  should  be 
added,  however,  that  the  progress  of  civilization  ought  both  to 
render  such  dire  military  necessities  less  frequent,  and  narrow 
their  limits  when  they  occur.  The  confiscation  acts  of  1861  and 
1862  are,  however,  the  crowning  instances  of  our  country's 
shameless  and  hypocritical  inconsistency  cited  by  her  critic  in 
the  North  American^  acts  now  enforced  "  without  any  pretense 
of  military  necessity,"  which  perhaps  should  have  suggested  to 
him  that  they  do  not  belong  to  this  subject  altogether.  Confis- 
cation is  a  legislative  measure,  not  a  military  measure.  It  re- 
quires the  agency  of  a  legislature  and  a  court,  not  that  of  a  com- 
mander. As  long  ago  as  the  war  of  1812,  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States  affirmed  the  necessity  of  "  some  legislative 
act  expressly  authorizing  confiscation,"  and  that  even  "  the  law 
of  Congress  declaring  war  was  not  such  an  act"  (Wheaton,  p. 
849 ;  also  Dana,  Note,  p.  482.)  Belligerent  right  is  its  founda- 
tion, as  Mr.  Justice  Strong  (11  Wallace's  U.  S.  Reports)  and 
Mr.  Sumner  (Speech  upon  his  Confiscation  and  Liberation  Bill, 
May  19,  1862)  maintain,* — ^for  war  itself  is  its  occasion, — but 
no  one  would,  therefore,  confound  its  exercise  with  military 
operatioiis,  and  it  is  certainly  not  open  to  the  charge  of  lawless- 

*The  general  right,  we  take  it,  ariaing  from  the  simple  fact  of  wa£ 
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ness,  or  of  being  uncontrolleJ  and  uncontrollable  save  bj  force 
iu  the  field  Nor  do  the  '^  confiscations  following  a  subdued 
rebellion,"  to  which  Hallam  refers,  and  those  effected  during 
a  rebellion  (as  in  our  case),  differ  in  essential  legal  character. 
Everything  is  not  war  that  takes  place  in  time  of  war  and  be- 
cause of  a  state  of  war.  One  might  approve  lawful  confiscation, 
for  traitors,  at  least,  and  jet  not  be  obliged  logically  to  sustain 
military  destruction  of  private  property.  He  might,  on  the  con- 
trary, be  opposed  to  all  wars,  and  a  member  of  the  Peace  Society^ 
You  may  take  that  by  due  process  of  law  which  you  cannot 
8ei2se  by  summary  process,  much  more  by  force  of  arm&  Mr. 
Sumner  claimed  the  utmost  rights  of  war  against  the  slave- hold- 
ing rebel  in  arms,  pronouncing  him  a  public  enemy — ^^an 
enemy  as  completely  responsible  in  all  his  property^  real  or  personal^ 
as  a  hostile  government  or  prince,^^ — and  a  criminal  as  well,  and 
on  this  double  view  based  his  argument  for  confiscation,  and 
especially  for  liberation  of  slaves;  but  he  admitted  that  "the 
private  property  of  an  enemy  on  land  "  (which  was  the  case  of 
slave  property)  "  according  to  the  modern  practice  of  nations,  is 
exempt  from  seizure,  simply  as  private  property."  "  It  is  still 
liable  to  seizure  "  (Manning's  Law  of  Nations,  p.  186)  ^'  under 
circumstances  constituting  in  themselves  a  necessity,  of  which 
the  conqueror  is  the  judge.  This  eoetraardinary  power  must  be 
BO  used  that  it  shall  not  assume  the  character  of  spoliation.  The 
obvious  reason  for  any  exemption  is,  that  a  private  soldier  is 
not  personally  responsible,  as  the  government  or  the  prince. 
But  every  rd)el  is  personally  responsible.'*  (Speech,  p.  8.)  And 
it  might  be  still  further  urged  that  confiscation  visited  upon 
rebels  in  arms  is  "  penalty,"  as  Webster's  Dictionary  somewhat 
loosely  terms  it*  And  still  further  it  may  be  noted,  that  one 
of  Mr.  Field's  exceptions  to  his  rule  is,  *'  2.  Property  forfeited 
by  offenses  of  the  owner."  A  good  deal  could  be  said  by  Prus- 
sia to  bring  the  property  of  those  unfortunate  "  Frankforters 
and  Frenchmen"  under  this  exception,  and  by  the  United  States 

*  In  the  debtttoB  in  Congress  the  forfeiture  in  fee  was  always  treated  as  lawful 
ponishment  for  treason,  inflicted  not  upon  alien  enemies  in  a  foreign  war  (who  are 
meapatle  of  thda  crime  against  the  Omted  Skttee)  but  upon  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  oirdmBrj  exercise  of  go7emmental  soyereignt^i  and,  in  the  yery  case 
proyidad  for  in  the  Oonstitution,  Art  III,  sect.  Ui,  clause  2. 
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Ooyemment  to  bring  that  of  Sonthem  rebels  under  the  same. 
But  all  this  separates  the  subject  of  confiscation,  especially  as  a 
measure  "  still  in  force," — as  well  as  Mr.  Pomeroy's  two  great 
national  examples, — ^from  the  subject  before  us. 

Having  thus  limited  and  disencumbered  this  question  of 
international  law  reform,  we  can  now  estimate  accurately  the 
force  of  the  arguments  for  and  against  it  In  the  natural 
order,  the  reasons  for  the  old  rule  come  first  into  view.  It  is  to 
be  considered  as  respects  both  land  and  sea.  Dr.  Woolsey 
says :  "  There  is  some  pretence  of  reason  for  the  difference  of 
practice  upon  the  two  elements.  For,  firet,  an  enemy's  inter- 
course with  other  States  by  sea  more  directly  increases  his 
capacity  to  sustain  and  protract  the  war.  And,  secondly,  there 
is  a  difference  on  the  score  of  humanity  between  land  and 
maritime  capture.  On  the  land,  interference  with  private 
property,  by  stripping  families  of  their  all,  is  often  the  source 
of  the  deepest  misery.  It  also  embitters  feeling,  and  drives 
non-combatants  into  guerilla  warfare  or  into  the  regular  ser- 
vice. Invasion  always  arouses  a  national  spirit ;  but  the  inva- 
sion with  plunder  rather  defeats  the  end  of  war  than  promotes 
it,  until  a  nation  is  bowed  down  to  the  dust  And  at  that 
point  it  disables  the  conquered  from  giving  the  compensation 
for  which  the  war  was  set  on  foot.*  But  capture  on  the  sea  is 
effected  for  the  most  part  without  much  fighting;  it  rather 
deprives  the  foe  of  his  comforts  and  means  of  exchanging  his 
superfluities  than  destroys  the  necessaries  of  life;  and  it  afflicts 
more  directly  the  classes  which  have  some  influence  upon  the 
government,  as  well  as  the  resources  of  the  government  itself, 
than  the  day-laborer  and  the  cultivator  of  the  soil,  who  have 
special  claims  to  be  humanely  treated."  (§  120,  pp.  205,  206.) 
And  he  adds  later :  "  The  only  specious  pretexts  for  marine  cap- 
ture are  these  two,  that  the  enemy's  commerce  furnishes  him 
with  the  means  of  war  so  that  it  may  be  justly  obstructed,  and 
that  the  captured  vessels  are  pledges  for  the  reparation  of  in- 
juries. The  former  pretext  will  amount  to  nothing  if  hostile 
trade  can  be  conducted  in  such  a  way  as  to  exempt  it  from  cap- 

*  There  is  less  force  in  this  than  when  Dr.  Woolsey  wrote,  in  view  of  the  terri- 
ble reduction  of  France  by  Germany,  and  the  immense  war  indemnities  France 
bms  since  paid. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


I 
1874.]  A  JSudy  in  International  Law  Beform.  68 

tura     The  other  pretext  will  require  that  ships  and  goods  cap- 
tured be  regarded,  until  peace  settles  all  questions  between 
nations,  as  simply  retained  to  be  restored,  or  have  an  equiva 
lent  paid  for  them  if  necessary."     (§  139,  p.  287.) 

Dana,  the  last  editor  of  Wheaton, — who  concedes  that  land 
property  is  exempt  from  confiscation, — says  in  a  note  to  that 
author,  in  loco,  of  marine  capture :  '^  It  takes  no  lives,  sheds 
no  blood,  imperils  no  households ;  has  its  field  on  the  ocean, 
which  is  a  common  highway,  and  deals  only  with  the  persons 
and  property  voluntarily  embarked  in  the  chances  of  wai,  for 
the  purposes  of  gain,  and  with  the  protection  of  insurance. 
War  is  not  a  game  of  strength  between  armies  or  fleets,  nor  a 
competition  to  kill  the  most  men  and  sink  the  most  vessels ; 
but  a  grand  valiant  appeal  to  force,  to  secure  an  object  deemed 
essential,  when  every  other  appeal  has  failed."  (p.  876.) 
Wheaton  himself  says :  '^  This  iaequality  in  the  operation  of  the 
laws  of  war,  by  land  and  by  sea,  has  been  justified  by  alleging 
the  usage  of  considering  private  property,  when  captured  in 
cities  taken  by  stcrrm,  as  booty ;  and  the  well-known  fact  that 
contributions  are  levied  upon  territories  occupied  by  a  hostile 
army  in  lieu  of  a  general  confiscation  of  the  property  belong- 
ing to  the  inhabitants ;  and  that  the  object  of  wars  by  land 
being  conquest,  or  the  acquisition  of  territory  to  be  exchanged 
as  an  equivalent  for  other  territory  lost,  the  regard  of  the  vic- 
tor for  those  who  are  to  be  or  have  been  his  subjects  natur- 
ally restrains  him  from  the  exercise  of  his  extreme  rights  in 
this  particular;  whereas,  the  object  of  maritime  wars  is  the 
destruction  of  the  enemy's  commerce  and  navigation,  the 
sources  and  sinews  of  his  naval  power — ^which  object  can  only 
be  attained  by  the  capture  and  confiscation  of  private  prop- 
erty." (Ed  1846,  p.  406.)  Much  of  this  has  now  become 
irrelevant  Ortolan,  as  summarized  by  Mr.  Field,  makes  the 
additional  points  that  ships  and  seamen  engaged  in  the  mer- 
chant service  are  *'  potentially  an  auxiliary  of  the  naval  forces  of 
the  nation,  and  a  means  of  extending  its  power  beyond  its 
proper  territory ;"  that  if  only  ships  of  war  could  be  taken, 
the  enemy  might  keep  them  in  port,  and  "carry  on  intercourse 
by  private  ships  with  impunity ;"  that  the  freedom  of  the  seas, 
— which  a  belligerent  cannot  seize  and  hold  in  possession  as 
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territory, — carries  with  it  the  right  of  each  belligerent  to  ob- 
struct the  enemy's  right  of  passage  on  the  seas  by  capturing 
his  ships ;  that  ships  are  personal  property,  which  on  land  is 
inviolable  only  for  a  time,  and  its  value  taken  in  requisitions 
and  levies,  while  there  is  no  real  property  on  the  sea  to  be 
inviolate,  and  ships,  &c.,  are  the  only  private  property  at  sea 
to  be  captured;  that  "without  capture  of  private  property, 
war  at  sea  would  be  imperfect  and,  in  so  far,  interminable;" 
that  "  the  object  of  war  is  to  compel  a  peace,  by  injuring  the 
enemy ;"  and  that  it  "  is  a  question  of  conflict  between  national 
and  private  rights,  and  private  rights  being  the  less  important, 
must  yield  so  far  as  incompatible  with  the  greater  interest" 

To  these  points — ^which  he  expands — Mr.  Pomeroy  adds  that 
the  object  of  war  is  ^'  to  produce  a  peace  in  the  shortest  possi- 
ble time,  but  with  as  little  destruction  of  human  life,  with  as 
little  injury  to  human  bodies,  as  possible:"  that  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  foreign  commerce  of  either  belligerent  powerfully 
promotes  this  end  in  this  way ;  that  humanity,  and  the  natural 
or  divine  moral  law,  and  Christian  civilization  require  this,  and 
do  not,  therefore,  forbid  the  destruction  of  private  property  in 
war ;  that  the  new  rule,  if  established,  would  lengthen  wars, 
and  make  them  more  bloody ;  that  it  would  promote  the  in-^ 
terests  of  absolutism  and  favor  continental  nations  above 
others ;  and  that  it  would  especially  arrest  maritime  supremacy 
from  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain.  This  writer  goes 
far  beyond  other  opponents  of  reform,  and  seems  almost,  if  not 
quite,  to  agree  with  Bynkershoek  that  belligerent  rights 
against  private  property  are  unlimited. 

To  the  arguments  of  Ortolan  Mr.  Field  replies  that  the  right 
of  requisition  on  land  is  restricted  and  requires  compensation  ; 
that  the  capacity  of  a  merchant  ship  to  serve  in  war  could  at 
most  be  ground  for  detention  only,  not  for  forcible  appropria- 
tion of  ship  or  contents ;  that  captures  at  sea  depend  so  on  for- 
tuitous circumstances — such  as  weather,  number,  and  strength 
of  vessels  meeting,  &c., — *^as  to  have  in  modem  times  but 
slight  connection  with  the  ultimate  fortunes  of  the  war ;"  that 
"  the  freedom  of  the  seas  and  the  possibility  of  a  belligerent 
avoiding  maritime  war  by  ceasing  to  send  out  ships  of  war, 
and  the  suggestion  that  maritime  war  will  become  inconclu- 
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sive  without  the  right  of  private  capture,  may  well  be  urged  as 
aiguments  in  favor  of  the  reform  against  which  they  are  cited 
The  objection  that  commerce  on  land  (even)  is  interrupted  by 
war  is  entitled  to  the  weight  of  analogy  under  existing  rules;" 
but  would  have  none  under  an  international  code  allowing  the 
interruption  of  commerce  on  land  "  only  between  places  in  the 
actual  possession  of  the  belligerents,  or  when  it  directly  sub- 
serves the  purposes  of  war.  The  advantage  of  the  existing 
rule  is  the  pressure  it  puts  upon  the  enemy  to  submit ;  the  dis- 
advantage includes,  besides  the  actual  loss  of  property  and 
derangement  of  commerce  during  war,  the  immense  losses  sus- 
tained on  account  of  the  apprehensions  of  war  during  time  of 
peace.  The  measure  of  the  advantage,  on  the  one  hand,  is  not 
the  actual  loss  inflicted  during  the  war,  but  only  the  pressure 
indirectly  brought  to  bear  on  the  hostile  government  through 
the  sufferings  of  its  citizens  by  those  losses ;  while  the  measure 
of  the  disadvantage  exceeds  the  actual  losses,  and  includes 
those  derangements  of  commerce  which  are  so  quickly  felt 
when  an  apprehension  of  war  arises,  and  from  which  recovery 
is  so  slow  after  peace  has  been  established."  This  is  a  fitting 
reply  also  to  much  that  Mr.  Pomeroy  says  about  the  small 
number  of  vessels  actually  seized  in  any  war,  the  small  amount 
of  merchant  and  other  private  property  actually  destroyed  (and 
this  taken  from  surplus  products),  and  also  about  the  fact  that 
the  injury  is  not  permanent  Mr.  Field  contends  that  the 
interests  of  peace  are  ^*  much  broader  and  more  sensitive  than 
those  of  war ;"  that  ^'  the  sea  is  the  highway  of  nations,  and 
may  well  be  dedicated,  by  common  consent,  to  peaceful  uses  ;" 
and  concludes  that  "  private  property  can  be  spared  without 
seriously  impairing  the  efficiency  of  military  measures  for  the 
settlement  of  disputes  between  nations  bound  closely  in  pacific 
relations,"  and  that  this  is  demanded,  with  proper  qualifications, 
"  by  the  interests  of  nations  and  individuals,  and  is  not  incom- 
patible with  the  maintenance  of  efficient  and  adequate  military 
power  as  a  final  arbiter  in  international  controversies."  It  is 
worth  noticing  here,  that  even  Ortolan  recommends  compensa- 
tion«  at  least  at  the  close  of  hostilities,  and  the  entire  exemption 
of  vessels^  (tcy  employed  in  coast  fisheries^  as  being  chiefly  means  of 
subsistence  for  injoffensive  persons^ — ^an  exception  which  could  be 
VOL.    XXXIII.  5 
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justified  on  no  principle  which  would  not  include  other  cases. 
And  Bynkershoek,  laying  it  down  as  universal  law  that  com- 
merce ceases  between  enemies,  admits  neverthele&s  that  trade 
is  often  continued,  and  ^'sometimes  a  mutual  conmierce  is 
permitted  generally,"  and  thus, — it  is  an  ingenuous  confession 
— "  the  utility  of  merchants  and  the  mutual  wants  of  nations 
have  almost  got  the  better  of  the  laws  of  ivar"  Becalling  the 
unsettled  and  fluctuating  condition  of  the  whole  question  since 
Franklin's  Treaty,  with  the  evident  tendency  toward  a  more 
civilized  and  humane  rule  than  the  previous  one,  the  time 
seems  opportune  for  its  incorporation,  if  not  into  a  code  of 
intemationai  law,  then  into  the  body  of  principles  recognized 
as  such.  "  The  history  of  recent  great  wars  has  demonstrated 
that  there  may  be  such  a  thing  as  a  peace  for  commerce  dur- 
ing a  war  of  arms.  Private  war  having  become  illegal,  pri- 
vate peace  should  be  secured  so  far  as  possible."  (Field, 
p.  527.) 

As  to  arguments  against  this  not  specifically  answered,  and 
as  to  the  whole  body  of  objections  taken  together,  we  venture  to 
suggest  that  a  little  logical  analysis  will  show  that  they  rest — 
with  one  exception  or  two  hereafter  to  be  noticed — ^upon  three 
main  assumptions.  These  failing,  the  arguments  and  objections 
fiEiil  also,  and  further  specific  answers  are  unnecessary. 

I.  It  is  assumed  that  the  difference  between  the  two  elements 
— ^land  and  sea— obliges  a  different  intemationai  law  for  each. 
This  is  the  assumption  relied  upon  by  those  who  would  admit 
the  modern  rule  upon  land,  to  some  extent,  but  insist  upon  the 
ancient  rule  at  sea.  Abolish  the  taking  of  private  property 
altogether,  and  the  dijfference  between  the  two  elements  becomes 
at  once  of  no  account  In  other  words,  it  is  a  difference  simply 
that  requires,  if  private  property  is  destroyed^  different  specific 
rules  for  the  destruction,  in  manner  and  extent,  but  not  one 
that  requires  different  principles — destraction  for  the  sea  and 
protection  for  the  land.  Indeed,  the  two  elements  so  differ  that 
jT  different  principles  are  allowed  they  should  be  transposed. 
**  On  land,  some  injury  of  private  property  is  necessarily  inci- 
dent to  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy ;  and,  so  far,  such  injury  is 
allowable ;  at  sea,  the  capture  of  private  ships  is  not  incidental 
to  the  right  to  pursue  the  enemy,  and  these  should  not  be  allow- 
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able."  (Field,  p.  529.)  Of  course  it  is  not  meant  allowable 
anywhere  without  compensation,  even  when  necessary  as  inci- 
dent Military  necessity  stands  on  the  footing  not  of  such  com- 
mon incident,  but  of  exception. 

n.  It  is  assumed  that  we  may  do  anything  against  property 
that  will  determine  or  shorten  war.  This  is  one  of  Mr.  Pome- 
roy's  assumptions.  Excluding  malicious  motives,  every  bellig- 
erent State  is  at  liberty  to  attain  the  end  sought  through  war  in 
the  way  that  will  most  surely  accomplish  it  The  argument 
proves  too  much,  and  therefore  is  worthless.  If  it  were  neces- 
sary to  state  it  boldly  in  the  discussion,  its  sheer  barbarism 
would  appear.  But  as  an  assumption  it  slips  in  unchallenged. 
The  fact  is,  it  requires  the  destruction  of  a  good  deal  more  than 
private  property ;  it  requires  severities  that  not  even  the  critic  in 
the  North  American  would  venture, to  commend.  The  "great 
limitations  imposed  upon  the  operations  of  war  by  land,"  of 
which  Chancellor  Kent  speaks,  and  the  disregard  of  which  has 
been  so  severely  condemned  "  in  all  ages  by  the  wise  and  vir- 
tuous," unquestionably  lengthen  war  and  prevent  the  attainment 
of  its  objects.  The  spoliation  of  the  cultivators  of  the  soil  which 
even  Cyrus  of  Persia  forbade,  would  as  unquestionably  hasten 
the  end  of  a  war,  with  tenfold  more  effect  than  the  spoliation  of 
the  commerce  of  a  people.  The  very  reason  assigned  for  their 
exemption  always,  and  which  led  Ortolan  even  to  claim  exemp- 
tion for  fishing  vessels,  is  a  preeminent  reason  for  their  non- 
exemption,  on  the  principles  of  the  anti-reformers.  "  If  the  con- 
queror," says  Kent,  "  destroys  private  dwellings,  or  public  edi- 
fices, devoted  to  civil  purposes  only,  or  makes  war  upon  mon- 
uments of  art  and  models  of  taste,  he  violates  the  modem  usages 
of  war,  and  is  sure  to  meet  with  indignant  resentment,  and  to 
be  held  up  to  the  general  scorn  and  detestation  of  the  world." 
But  why?  **  The  conclusion  is  inevitable,"  to  adopt  Mr.  Pome- 
roy's  style  of  reasoning,  **  that  it  is  more  in  accordance  with  the 
instincts  of  humanity  to  inflict  injury  upon  an  enemy  State,  and 
thus  to  force  a  peace,  by  capturing  or  destroying  (such)  property, 
than  to  reach  the  same  result  by  killing  and  maiming  men," 
"Temples  of  religion  and  repositories  of  science,"  says  Whea- 
ton,  "  are  exempted  from  the  general  operations  of  war."  (So 
Woolsey,   §  131,  p.  226.)    Mr.  Field  enumerates  many  other 
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instruments  of  peace, — ^lighthouses,  storm-signals,  submarine 
telegraph  cables,  halls  of  legislation,  hospitals  and  other  charitable 
establishments,  libraries,  observatories,  "  and  all  other  institu- 
tions of  civil  education  and  culture."  It  is  proposed  to  exempt 
all  of  these.  (Art  840,  p.  536.)  But  how  much  less  likely 
would  this  be  to  deter  nations  from  war,  and  hasten  the  return 
of  peace.  Nay,  on  these  new  humane  principles  savage  retalia- 
tions now  abandoned,  piracy,  and  enslavement  of  captives,  can 
be  justified.  Mr.  Pomeroy  makes  great  ado  about  directing 
the  forces  of  war  against  property  rather  than  against  men.  But 
his  various  arguments  do  not  hold  together,  and  the  principle 
of  producing  a  peace  "  as  soon  as  possible"  is  not  even  consis- 
tent with  "  as  little  destruction  of  human  life  as  possible."  Mr. 
Pomeroy  puts  the  destruction  of  private  property  on  the  same 
ground  with  improvements  in  weapons,  as  means  of  making 
wars  shorter  and  less  bloody ;  but  we  hope  we  may  trust  to  the 
latter — ^and  a  civilization  growing  more  humane — ^without  advo- 
cating the  former.  He  protests  that  we  cannot  apply  personal 
morality  to  nations ;  but  only  thus  has  war  to  any  extent  been 
mitigated,  at  the  risk  of  material  disadvantages ;  only  thus 
could  we  prefer  to  destroy  property  rather  than  men ;  only  thus 
are  we  liberated  from  the  ancient  barbarism  under  which,  to 
use  Dr.  Woolsey's  statement,  "  ware  were  ravaging  forays  into 
a  hostile  country,  and  the  more  harm  was  done,  the  sooner,  it 
was  thought,  could  redress  be  procured." 

IIL  It  is  assumed  that  the  private  citizen  is  an  enemy  as  well 
as  his  government  That  was  the  old  idea.  It  regarded  *•  every 
human  being  pertaining  to  the  enemy's  country  as  a  foe." 
(Woolsey,  p.  220.)  Kent  is  unqualified  in  declaring  it.  "  A 
state  of  war  puts  all  the  subjects  of  the  one  nation  in  a  state  of 
hostility  with  those  of  the  other."  (Vol.  i,  part  i,  sec.  v,  p.  94. 
So  Halleck,  Twiss,  and  others.)  "  This  legally  imputed  hostility 
it  now  so  far  mitigated  by  treaty  provisions,  and  by  ameliorations 
in  the  usages  of  war,  and  is  so  much  opposed  to  the  tendency 
of  modem  opinion,  that  it  seems  proper  to  recognize  a  diflFerent 
rule."  (Field,  p.  468,  note ;  also  p.  527.  Nations,  not  their 
members,  enemies.)  Accordingly  Mr.  Field  lays  down  the 
following : 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1874]  A  Study  in  International  Law  Beform.  69 

''  705.  War  is  a  relation  of  nation  to  nation,  or  of  community 
to  community,  and  does  not  affect  the  relations  of  individuals 
with  each  other,  except  within  the  lunits  allowed  by  this  book." 

'*  701.  The  term  ^^  war,''  as  used  in  this  Code,  designates  a 
hostile  contest  at  arms,  between  two  or  more  nations,  or  com- 
munities claiming  sovereign  rights.'' 

''  744.  Except  where  a  different  intent  plainly  appears,  the 
term  '*  enemy,"  as  used  in  this  Code,  without  qualification,  des- 
ignates the  hostile  nation  or  community,  and  all  individuals 
identified  with  it,  as  active  enemies,  according  to  Article  746.'^ 

^'  746.  The  following  persons,  and  no  others,  are  deemed 
active  enemies : 

1.  Those  impressed  with  a  military  character  by  the  bel- 
ligerent. 

2.  Those  who  not  being  (so)  impressed,  &c.,  are  unlawfully 
waging  hostilities. 

&  Those  who  unlawfully  give  aid  and  comfort  to  the  oppos- 
ing belligerent 

4.  Spies;  and  5,  Piratea" 

These  provisions  are  in  accordance  with  the  doctrine  that 
"the  right  to  injure  the  enemy  is  a  right  to  injure  the  State 
and  not  its  non-combatant  members ;"  (Id.,  p.  629)  with  the 
teachings  of  foreign  text-writers  quoted  early  in  this  paper,* 
and  with  the  hope  expressed  by  Dr.  Woolsey  that  the  old 
theory  from  which  such  savage  consequences  have  flowed  may 
be  abandoned  and  disappear  altogether.  (§  119,  p.  205.) 
"The  true  theory  seems  to  be  that  the  private  persons  on  each 
side  are  not  fully  in  hostile  relations,  but  in  a  state  of  non- 
intercourse,  in  a  state  wherein  the  rights  of  intercourse,  only 
secured  by  treaty  and  not  derived  from  natural  right,  are  sus- 
pended or  have  ceased ;  while  the  political  bodies  to  which  they 
belong  are  at  war  with  one  another,  and  they  only."  Com- 
menting upon  Hamilton's  letters  of  Camillus,  in  which  the 
opposite  theory  is  maintained,  Mr.  Field  adds  that  there  is  no 
exception  to  this  theory,  not  even  in  the  case  of  the  foreigner 
who  has  acquired  property  within  the  territory  of  a  belligerent 
State;  though  he  should  be  under  no  risk,  ''according  to  the 

*  Mr.  Pomeroy  quotes  in  full  the  argument  of  Mase^. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


70  A  Study  in  International  Law  Be/orm.  [Jan., 

true  principle  of  justioe,  becaiise  his  relation  to  the  State  at 
war  is  not  the  same  with  the  relation  of  his  sovereign  or  gov- 
ernment; because,  in  short,  he  is  not  in  the  full  sense  an  en- 
emy." (§  119,  p.  206,  and  note.)  Later  he  quotes  the  words 
of  Portalis  from  Heffler :  "  It  is  the  relation  of  things,  and  not 
of  persons,  which  constitutes  war ;  it  is  the  relation  of  State  to 
State,  and  not  of  individual  to  individual  Between  two  or 
more  belligerent  nations,  the  private  persons  of  which  these 
nations  consist  are  enemies  only  by  accident;  they  are  not 
such  as  men ;  they  are  not  even  as  citizens ;  they  are  such  solely 
as  soldiers."  (p.  225,  note.)  "  Strictly  speaking,"  says  Blunt- 
schli,  "the  States  are  the  enemies."  Neither  reason  nor  law 
will  sustain  any  other  position,  nor  is  any  other  consistent  with 
the  fact  that  private  individuals  cannot  make  war.  Talleyrand's 
despatch  to  Napoleon,  Nov.  20, 1806,  is  also  quoted  by  Dr. 
Woolsey  as  follows :  "  The  law  of  nations  does  not  allow  that 
the  rights  of  war,  and  of  conquest  thence  derived,  should  be 
applicable  to  peaceable,  unarmed  citizens,  to  private  dwellings 
and  properties,  to  the  merchandise  of  commerce,  to  the  maga- 
zines which  contain  it,  to  the  vehicles  which  transport  it,  to 
unarmed  ships  which'  cOOyey  it  on  streams  and  seas ;  in  one 
word,  to  the  persons  and  the  goods  of  private  individuals." 
So  Mass^. 

■V. 

But  the  contrary  could  only  be  fiaaintained  on  the  old 
assumption  of  the  hostile  character  of  all  "isWzens ;  and  if  this 
is  given  up,  all  destruction  of  citizen  proper^^^  both  elementsy 
must  be  given  up  with  it  ^ 

But  Mr.  Pomeroy,  without  defending  the  old  ahf^P^on  by  a 
wordy  still  objects  that  this  reform  would  reduce  war\to  *'  a  duel 
between  hostile  armies."  What  there  would  be  so HJeplorable 
in  this,  it  is  impossible  to  see.  It  would  still  be  a  gran>?»  valiant 
appeal  to  force.  Only  military  persons  and  property  w>uld  be 
exposed — ^as  they  are  exposed  now.  What  is  there  tc>  regret 
in  this  ?  Probably  war  itself  would  be  discouraged,  iX  only 
those  responsible  for  it  and  for  its  operations  should  imW^i- 
ately  suffer.     And  why  not  ?  \ 

Still  further  it  is  objected,  that  the  exemption  of  priWate 
property  would  work  "  in  the  interests  of  absolutism."  j^ut 
does  not  war  itself  work  in  the  same  interests  ?  and  would  uk>t 
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any  and  every  mitigation  of  it  favor  the  nations  that  maintain 
absolutism  and  great  standing  armies  ?  So  far  as  the  interests 
sustained  by  force  merely  are  concerned,  absolutism  thrives 
by  any  form  of  war,  somewhat  If  any  one  or  more  of  the 
powers  of  Christendom  shall  choose  to  act  the  part  of  bully 
and  rufBan  toward  others,  it  will  secure,  in  any  case,  the  advan- 
tages that  belong  to  such  a  course;  but  is  there  any  good 
reason  in  this  why  others  should  Iqse  the  benefits  of  the 
progress  of  civilization?  Armed  navies  might  decline  with 
such  supremacy  as  attends  them,  as  is  predicted ;  but  merchant 
navies,  in  which  are  the  true  grandeur  and  hope  of  modem 
nations— especially  those  of  England  and  the  United  States — 
would  flourish.  "  It  is  to  this"  (exemption),  said  Talleyrand, 
"  that  Europe  must  ascribe  the  maintenance  and  increase  of 
her  prosperity,  even  in  the  midst  of  frequent  wars."  Moreover, 
the  benefits  of  it  must  accrue  to  all  the  powers  alike,  not,  like 
military  improvements,  only  to  those  who  make  them  in 
advance  of  others. 

Once  more  it  is  objected  that  we,  as  a  nation,  are  commer- 
cially better  off  with  the  Treaty  of  Paris, — making  only  neu- 
tral commerce  free, — and  that  under  it  the  carrying  trade 
of  the  world,  when  Europe  is  embroiled  in  war,  will  be  ours, 
"the  commerce  of  both  continents.  But  if  this  commerce  be 
made  free  for  the  belligerents  themselves,  all  these  advantages 
are  lost,  sacrificed  to  a  mere  sentiment  The  advocacy  of  free 
belligerent  commerce  by  Americans  is,  therefore,  simply  sui- 
cidal" This  sounds  very  like  what  we  have  heard  in  other 
connections !  The  three  new  rules  of  the  Treaty  of  Washing- 
ton were  condemned  in  some  quarters — English  and  American 
— as  a  concession  to  a  sentiment.  That  England  did  not  break 
the  blockade  during  the  Rebellion — ^in  other  words,  that  she 
endured  the  cotton  distress  without  seeking  relief  by  force — 
has  been  ascribed  to  a  mere  sentiment  It  is  well  for  the  peace 
and  progress  of  the  world  that  sometimes  even  nations  yield  to 
the  power  of  a  sentiment  If  it  be  a  right  one,  the  foregoing 
of  exceptional  commercial  advantages,  like  those  here  held  out, 
can  be  endured.  Besides,  all  such  questions  are  as  broad  as 
they  are  long,  and  firom  the  rule  that  neutral  commerce  alone 
is  to  be  free,  we,  in  turn,  should  suffer  as  much  in  succeeding 
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American  wars — ^if  such  should  unhappily  arise — ^as  we  should 
gain  in  European  one&  The  international  equities  will  be  bet- 
ter secured  every  way  by  the  proposed  reform. 

There  is  hardly  any  need  now — ^the  foregoing  observations 
having  covered  the  ground — ^to  argue  for  this  reform  on  the 
score  of  philanthropy  and  Christian  civilization.  Its  opponent 
in  the  North  American  Review  flatly  asserts  that  there  is  noth- 
ing in  the  argument  but  '*  bald  assumptions  and  frothy  decla- 
mation." We  venture  to  hope  that  neither  of  these  will  be 
found  in  what  we  have  written.  He  stigmatizes  its  advocates 
as  "  the  sentimental  school  of  publicist&"  Their  "  assumptions 
are  false,"  their  *•  pretences  hollow."  He  is  as  sure  of  this  as 
that  their  doctrine  is  not  properly  called  the  American  doc 
trine.  This  is  because  they  would  confine  war  to  professional 
soldiery.  He  charges  upon  them  the  astounding  assumptions 
that  property  is  to  be  respected  more  than  life,  &c., — that  "  loss 
of  products  (is)  a  greater  evil  than  loss  of  producers ;"  **  they 
regard  soldiers  or  combatants  as  mere  machines,  ignoring  their 
humanity,  and  placing  them  in  importance  below  the  material 
wealth  of  citizens  who  stay  at  home  and  trade."  What  shadow 
of  warrant  is  there  for  this  rude  denunciation?  Who  has  ever 
written  a  word  to  even  provoke  it  ?  If  it  were  proposed  that 
the  person  of  the  private  peaceful  citizen  should  be  exposed  to 
hostilities  in  place  of  his  property,  we  could  imagine  what  had 
suggested  it ;  or  if  the  soldier  or  combatant  were  to  go  harm- 
less in  his  humanity,  provided  peaceful  commerce  in  his  stead 
met  the  shock  of  war.  But  there  is  no  such  alternative  be- 
tween property  and  life.  Who  ever  thought  of  one  ?  The 
professional  soldier  miist  suffer  in  life  and  limb  any  way.  The 
civilian,  innocent  and  peaceful,  is  already  respected  in  war. 
But  it  is  an  old  principle,  a  very  old  one,  that  war  gives  an 
equal  right  over  persons  and  property.  Where  it  does  not 
give  any  over  persons,  why  should  it — ^in  reason — over  their 
property  ?  The  logic  of  this  accusation  is  amazing ;  what 
shall  we  say  of  the  spirit  of  it?  Is  it  not  just  barely  possible 
that  the  publicists  accused, — valuing  life  and  humanity  as  we 
all  should, — ^also  value  even  property  interests  as  we  all  should, 
and  would  save  more  than  others  would  from  the  wreck  of 
war?     We  should  be  glad  to  know  upon  whom  among  the 
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European  text-writers  and  statesmen  the  atrocious  sentiments 
suggested  are  to  be  fastened.  Upon  M.  Ma8s6?  Upon  M. 
Bluntschli  ?  Or  is  it  upon  the  late  Dr.  Lieber  ?  Among  living 
advocates  of  the  reform  is  the  eminent  name  of  Charles  Francis 
Adams,  who  closed  his  New  York  Historical  Society  address, 
in  1870,  upon  the  American  doctrine  of  Neutrality,  by  declar- 
ing in  favor  of  such  improvements  in  international  law  that 
there  shall  be  "peace  to  non-combatants  everywhere,"  and 
further,  "  that  no  innocent,  unarmed  private  voyager  of  any 
country,  found  on  any  ocean  of  the  globe,  shall  take  harm  to 
himself  or  his  property  merely  from  the  fact  that  he  belongs  to 
a  belligerent  nation."  Another  eminent  name  is  that  of 
Charles  Sumner.  There  is  before  us  the  highest  warrant 
(though  hitherto  unpublished)  for  saying  that  he  desired  in 
the  Treaty  of  Washington  more  than  the  securing  of  any  and 
all  claims,  "the  complete  enfranchisement  of  the  seas,  and 
the  recognition  of  those  humane  principles  which  our  govern- 
ment at  the  beginning  proclaimed  by  the  pen  of  Franklin. 
Such  a  triumph  would  have  been  more  than  any  damages." 
Is  either  of  these  distinguished  men  to  be  suspected  of  the 
preposterous  comparative  estimate  of  person  and  property 
broached  in  the  NorOi  American  Review? 

It  should  be  added  that  the  "Draft  Outlines"  of  Mr.  Field, 
whose  materials  have  here  been  largely  used,  is  a  volume  of 
670  pages,  and  more  than  a  tliousand  sections,  disclosing  every- 
where very  great  ability  of  treatment,  and  touching  other  topics 
which  recent  public  events  have  clothed  with  unusual  interest, 
— ^some  of  which  deserve  discussion  as  much  as  that  to  the 
present  condition  of  which  this  paper  is  devoted.  So  admira- 
ble a  piece  of  work  by  a  learned  and  accomplished  American 
— containing  the  results  of  extraordinary  research  and  informa- 
tion crowded  into  the  most  Qondensed  form  and  the  fewest 
possible  words,  and  marked  by  insight  and  judgment  of  the 
very  highest  chamcter — it  has  seldom  been  our  good  fortune 
to  see.  It  is  sufficient  basis,  alone,  for  a  first  class  reputation 
in  its  own  line  of  things.  The  labor  involved  must  have  been 
very  great 
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Since  this  Article  was  sent  to  the  printer,  an  interesting  and 
— it  is  to  be  hoped — ^influential  "congress  of  jurisconsults"  and 
others  interested  in  international  questions  has  been  held  in 
Belgium.  But  meagre  reports  of  the  meeting  and  its  discus- 
sions and  results  have  yet  been  received  in  this  country,  but  it 
is  understood  to  have  been  attended  by  the  gentlemen  appointed 
by  the  Social  Science  Congress  to  draw  up  an  International 
Code.  Mr.  Field,  Bev.  James  B.  Miles,  D.D.,  of  Boston,  Sec 
Amer.  Peace  Society,  and  Bev.  Joseph  P.  Thompson,  D.D., 
LL.D.,  now  of  Berlin,  were  present  from  the  United  Statea 
The  meeting  was  held  at  Brussels,  a  preliminary  meeting  hav- 
ing been  had  at  Ghent  The  first  subjects  considered  were 
arbitration,  an  international  code,  and  the  topic  discussed 
above. 
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Akticlb   v.— evolutionism   VEB8US  THEISM. 

PtUer  Mundi;  or  Doctrine  of  Evolution.  By  Rev.  E.  R  Burr, 
D.D.,  Author  of  Ecce  Coelum  and  Ad  Fidem,  and  Lecturer 
on  the  Scientific  Evidences  of  Religion  in  Amherst  College. 
Second  Series.    Boston  :  Noyes,  Holmes  &  Co.     1873. 

This  book  is  written  in  the  interest  of  theism.  The  author, 
deeming  evolutionism  and  the  evidences  of  theism  incompatible, 
has  in  downright  earnest  attempted  to  demolish  the  one,  that 
the  foundations  of  the  other  may  stand  undisturbed.  It  is 
manifest  that  whatever  touches  our  Christianity  comes  very 
near  his  heart — a  feeling  in  which  we  presume  most  if  not  all 
our  readers  will  fully  sympathize. 

Dr.  Burr  has  been  an  efficient  and  a  successful  worker  in  the 
field  of  the  Christian  evidences.  He  has  in  an  eminent  degree 
united  eloquence  and  power  in  the  various  works  he  has  put 
forth.  While  therefore  we  are  compelled  to  think  he  has  been 
less  successful  in  this  his  latest  book,  we  desire  to  suggest  that 
any  strictures  we  make  upon  it  will  not  diminish  the  value  of 
his  previous  eflforts.  We  are  constrained  by  personal  acquain- 
tance and  friendship  to  record  our  wish  not  to  seem  antagonis- 
tic to  him  individually,  but  to  be  working  together  with  him  in 
endeavors  to  find  solid  and  immovable  ground  for  our  Christian 
faitL 

Our  first  inquiry  will  be  whether  the  attempt  made  in  this 
volume  to  overthrow  the  doctrine  of  evolution  has  been  suc- 
cessful. We  will  then  consider  whether  atheism  be  not  a  result 
which  even  the  evolutionist  himself  can  not  logically  arrive  at. 

"  The  Doctrine  of  Evolution,"  as  the  author  defines  it,  "in  its 
ripest  form,  is  that  all  things  we  perceive,  including  what  are 
called  spiritual  phenomena,  have  come  from  the  simplest  begin 
nings,  solely  by  means  of  such  forces  and  laws  as  belong  to 
matter  "  (p.  9).  These  first  beginnings  are  nebulous  matter  dif- 
fused through  space.  This  is  developed  by  means  of  the  forces 
inherent  in  it  into  worlds  and  world-systems.  The  world  is 
developed  till  it  becomes  a  fit  abode  for  living  beings,  and  then 
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these  are  spontaneously  produced,  commencing  with  the  lowest 
and  simplest  forms  and  gradually  ascending  to  the  highest,  both 
in  the  vegetable  and  animal  kingdoms,  up  to  man  himself.  The 
difficulties  of  the  scheme  cluster  around  four  points.  1.  The 
nebular  origin  of  worlds.  2.  Spontaneous  generation  of  living 
organisms.  3.  Transmutation  of  species  by  which  the  higher 
organisms  spring  out  of  the  lower.  4  The  rational  soul  spring- 
ing out  of  the  cerebral  and  nervous  organization.  The  fourth 
of  these  Dr.  Burr  does  not  make  a  separate  point  We  deem 
it  the  most  important  of  the  whola  These  foui-  points  are  none 
of  them  dependent  upon  any  of  the  others ;  the  establishment 
of  one  establishes  neither  of  the  others ;  the  overthrow  of  one 
disproves  none  of  the  rest  Whoever  would  establish  a  godless 
cosmogony  must  make  good  all  four  of  them ;  but  the  theist 
may  reject  some  and  admit  others  if  he  sees  I'eason  to  do  so,  and 
as  far  as  he  goes  in  admitting  them  he  will  be  an  evolutionist 
Dr.  Burr  expressly  rejects  the  three  he  takes  up  and  would  cer- 
tainly reject  the  fourth. 

He  has  especially  concentrated  his  force  upon  the  nebular 
hypothesis.  In  reference  to  the  origin  of  the  solar  system  he 
brings  a  series  of  objections  under  five  heads.  1.  The  amount 
of  heat  in  the  sun.  2.  The  different  chemical  constitution  of 
the  various  members  of  the  system.  S.  Certain  mechanical 
relations  among  them.  4.  The  rotations  6.  The  revolutions. 
Some  of  these  embrace  several  particulars.  They  are  as  fol- 
lows. 1.  The  present  heat  of  the  sun,  after  such  an  immense 
period  of  cooling,  implies  an  intensity  of  heat  in  the  original 
fire  mist  incredible  and  improbable.  2.  The  various  members 
of  the  system  should  have  the  same  chemical  constitution 
throughout,  which  does  not  seem  to  be  the  fact  8.  There 
ought  to  be,  but  is  not,  either  a  uniformity  or  a  regular  gradation 
in  such  matters  as  size,  density,  presence  or  absence  of  air  and 
water,  position,  number  of  satellites.  '  4.  The  axis  of  rotation 
should  be,  but  is  not,  perpendicular  to  the  planes  of  the  orbits ; 
also  the  law  of  the  periods  the  same  for  both  planets  and  satel- 
lites ;  and  the  axis,  instead  of  being  always  parallel  to  itself 
during  the  entire  revolution,  should  always  be  inclined  at  the 
same  angle  to  a  line  drawn  to  the  central  body :  taking  for  in- 
stance the  earth  at  the  winter  solstice,  the  north  pole,  being  then 
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turned  away  from  the  sun,  should  during  the  entire  revolution 
lean  equally  away.  5.  The  revolutions  of  the  system  should 
be,  but  are  not,  all  in  the  same  direction,  all  exactly  circular,  and 
all  exactly  in  the  plane  of  the  sun's  equator.  The  five  heads 
contain  thirteen  particulars.  (See  Lecture  7th.)  We  will  ex- 
amine them  seriatim. 

1.  Thw  present  heat  of  the  sun,  after  so  immense  a  period  of 
cooling,  implies  an  original  heat  beyond  possibility  of  belief. 
To  this  we  oppose  two  considerations,  a.  The  emission  of 
heat  does  not  necessarily  imply  a  reduction  of  temperature. 
Water,  a  g.,  at  82®  Fahrenheit,  gives  out  one  hundred  and  forty 
d^rees  of  heat  in  changing  from  the  liquid  to  the  solid  form, 
without  any  diminution  of  temperatura  The  present  heat  of 
the  sun  v^  supposed  to  be  due,  in  part  at  least,  to  chemical 
changes  going  on  within  it,  rather  than  to  the  wasting  away  of 
its  already  accumulated  stores,  and  these  chemical  changes 
may  be  fer  more  active  now  than  in  the  earlier  periods  of  the 
process  of  world  formation. 

b.  But  leaving  out  of  view  this  source  of  heat,  still  there 
could  never  have  been  the  augmented  intensity  of  heat  which 
the  author  supposes,  because  the  surface  from  which  the  heat  was 
given  out  was  so  vastly  greater,  when  the  mass  was  expanded 
to  fill  the  circumferences  of  the  planets  in  succession,  that  the 
intensity  of  the  heat  would  be  correspondingly  diminished,  and 
because  in  an  expanded  substance  much  of  the  heat  is  latent 
which  becomes  sensible  upon  contraction.  It  is  said  that  the 
present  amount  of  heat  given  out  by  the  sun  could  all  be  sup- 
plied from  this  source  alone,  with  an  amount  of  contraction  so 
small  as  to  be  entirely  inappreciable  even  in  long  periods  of 
time. 

Whatever  difficulties  there  may  be  in  accounting  for  the 
source  of  the  heat  now  emitted  by  the  sun,  they  are  not  es- 
caped by  a  denial  of  the  nebular  hypothesis  ;  they  press  just  as 
hard  upon  any  other  supposition  as  upon  this.  In  fact,  we 
know  of  no  hypothesis  which  offers  so  rational  an  explanation 
of  the  present  heat  of  the  sun  as  this  same  nebular  hypothesis. 

2.  The  various  members  of  the  system,  says  Dr.  Burr,  should 
have  the  same  chemical  constitution  throughout  But  the 
evidence  of  the  spectroscope  on  which  we  rely  for  our  know- 
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ledge  of  the  chemical  constitatioQ  of  any  hearenly  body,  is 
largely  negative*  Because  it  does  not  reveal  the  presence  of 
aoy  particular  element,  we  may  not  therefore  infer  its  absence. 
The  spectroscope  is  especially  uncertain  in  its  revelations  of 
bodies  that  shine  by  reflected  light.  The  difference  in  chemi- 
cal constitution  among  the  various  bodies  of  the  solar  system 
may  be  far  less  than  our  author  seems  to  think.  Some  differ- 
ences there  doubtless  ought  to  ba  For  in  the  original  nebu- 
lous mass,  the  denser  portions  woald  tend  toward  the  centre, 
the  lighter  toward  the  circumference,  so  that  each  ring,  as  it 
should  be  thrown  off,  would  be  formed  from  the  lighter  portions 
of  the  mass  from  which  it  was  separated.  Thus  there  would 
be  a  gradual  increase  of  density  from  the  remotest  planet  to 
the  centre,  which  is  a  general  fact,  with  such  slight  irregu- 
larities as  might  be  expected  from  peculiar  circumstances 
modifying  the  condensations.  There  might  well  thus  result 
some  sifting  of  the  elements,  and  an  unequal  distribution 
of  them  among  the  various  members  of  the  systent  If  it  be 
objected  to  this  that  the  sun  has  far  less  density  than  it 
ought  on  this  supposition,  since  it  should  be  the  densest  of  all, 
and  besides  that  it  abounds  in  hydrogen,  an  extreme  among  all 
known  substances  for  lightness,  the  answer  is  that  we  see  the 
gaseous  photosphere  surrounding  the  sun,  and  not  his  solid 
substance,  which  may  be  of  any  density  required,  and  that  the 
hydrogen  may  have  been  so  abundant  as  to  secure  its  continu- 
ance in  every  part  of  the  system,  or  it  may  have  early  entered 
into  such  combinations  as  would  form  substances  which  would 
subside  toward  the  centre,  and  that  the  free  hydrogen  now  in 
the  sun  may  have  been  liberated  by  the  increasing  heat,  result- 
ing from  the  contraction  of  the  mass  or  by  other  causes.  The 
chemical  constitution  of  the  system,  so  far  as  known,  argues  for 
the  nebular  hypothesis  rather  than  against  it 

8.  There  ought  to  be,  we  are  told,  but  is  not,  either  uni- 
formity or  regular  gradation  in  such  matters  as  size,  density, 
presence  or  absence  of  air  and  water,  position,  number  of  satel- 
lites. 

Of  the  density  see  the  preceding  paragrapL 

As  to  size,  we  should  at  first  thought  look  for  the  largest  on 
the  outside,  as  being  formed  when  the  great  nebulous  sphere 
was  largest,  and  we  should  expect  a  regular  diminution  of  size 
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toward  the  centra  What  do  we  see  ?  The  second  planet, 
Uranus,  is  slightly  less  in  size  than  the  first,  Neptune ;  but  not 
so  much  less  as  it  seemingly  ought  to  ba  But  a  second 
thought  reminds  us  that  when  one  planet  had  been  formed,  its 
attraction  outward  upon  the  remaining  mass,  cooperating  with 
the  centrifugal  force  in  that  mass,  would  make  the  second  ring 
larger  than  it  would  be  from  the  action  of  the  centrifugal  force 
alona  This  exterior  force  increasing  with  each  new  planet,  it 
is  not  strange  that  Saturn  comes  off  with  greatly  enlarged  mass, 
and  that  Jupiter  should  next  appear,  '^  the  giant  of  the  system/' 
But  now  the  process  upsets  itself.  The  mass  of  Jupiter  is 
three  and  a  half  times  that  of  Saturn,  its  distance  from  the 
outer  asteroid  less  than  half  its  distance  from  Saturn.  Halving 
the  distance  quadruples  the  force  of  attraction  exerted.  The 
differences  of  distance  and  mass  both  will  give  to  Jupiter  some 
fifteen  times  as  great  a  disturbing  force  upon  the  mass  beneath 
him  as  Saturn  had  upon  the  mass  from  which  Jupiter  was 
separated.  The  result  yould  be  that  before  a  complete  ring 
could  be  formed,  the  portion  directly  underneath  Jupiter  would 
be  greatly  heaped  up,  and  soon  the  crest  of  this  protuberance 
would  be  thrown  off,  like  a  globule  of  mud  f5pom  a  carriage 
wheel.  This  would  happen  not  once  but  many  times,  until  the 
whole  of  the  more  than  one  hundred  and  twenty  asteroids  now 
known,  and  the  scores  perhaps  yet  to  be  discovered,  were  all 
thrown  off,  and  the  process  went  on  till  the  distance  of  the  re- 
maining mass  became  too  great  to  have  its  portions  pulled  off 
in  drops,  and  the  original  method  of  world  formation  was  re- 
sumed But  enough  of  the  exterior  force  remains  to  separate 
Mars,  while  yet  very  small.  The  next  one,  the  earth,  is  larger, 
as  we  should  expect  But  now  comes  in  another  fact  to  inter- 
fere with  the  farther  increase  of  size.  The  central  mass  has 
now  become  so  much  diminished,  that  the  successive  films  of 
matter  which  it  gives  off,  being  collected  from  a  surface  so 
much  reduced,  must  for  this  reason  be  again  diminished  in 
quantity.  The  sur&ce  diminishes  more  rapidly  than  the  dia- 
meter, the  one  being  as  the  square  of  the  other.  Accordingly 
Yenus  is  of  about  the  same  size  as  the  earth.  Mercury  is  smaller, 
and  the  supposed  new  planet  Vulcan,  if  it  exists,  is  doubtless 
smaller  still  The  gradations  in  size  of  the  planetary  worlds 
aiigue  not  against  their  nebular  origin,  bat  for  it 
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Under  the  head  of  position,  Dr.  Burr  argues  that  each  ring 
would  most  probably  break  itself  up  into  several  planets,  in- 
stead of  being  collected  all  into  one.  Perhaps  we  should  have 
expected  this,  and  yet  we  are  unable  to  see  any  special  improb- 
ability that  the  whole  ring  should  gather  itself  into  one  mass, 
nor  even  that  it  should  have  done  so  with  all  the  uniformity 
our  present  system  exhibits. 

The  variations  in  number  of  satellites  is  what  we  should 
expect  on  the  nebular  hypothesis.  The  larger  planets  have 
them,  the  smaller  not ;  those  beyond  the  asteroids  have  each 
a  family  of  them — ^Neptune  probably  has  more  than  the  one 
now  known — while  of  those  within  the  asteroids  the  largest, 
the  earth,  has  one,  the  rest  none.  Saturn  has  the  largest  num- 
ber, eight,  and  has  the  rings  besides,  a  fact  explained  by  his 
rarity  being  greater  than  that  of  any  other  planet 

Again  we  are  told :  **  If  one  member  of  the  system  is  with- 
out atmosphere  and  water,  all  the  other  members  should  also 
be  without  them."  "  We  turn  to  our  jpaoon  and  find  it  without 
sign  of  water  or  atmosphere ;  while  the  earth,  from  whose  sur- 
face it  was  cast  off,  is  well  supplied  with  both."  (pp.  210, 
211.)  But  the  indications  are  that  the  moon  was  also  once 
well  supplied  with  both,  and  geology  affords  us  a  probable 
explanation  of  the  reason  of  their  disappearance,  at  the  same 
time  hinting  that  the  earth  will  in  process  of  time  follow  suit 

Thus  the  alleged  objections  arising  from  the  mechanical 
relations  of  the  system  prove  without  force :  most  if  not  all  of 
them  on  examination  turn  into  arguments  for  the  hypothesis. 

We  group  the  author's  objections  under  the  fourth  and  fifth 
heads  together,  for  convenicDce  in  meeting  them.  They  are 
these.  The  axis  of  rotation  should  be,  but  is  not,  perpendicu- 
lar to  the  planes  of  the  orbits — the  law  of  the  periods  the 
same  for  planet  and  satellite — ^the  axis  should  always  lean 
equally  away  from  the  centre  instead  of  being  always  parallel 
to  itself — the  revolutions  of  the  system  should  be  all  in  the 
same  direction,  but  some  are  retrograde — ^they  should  be 
exactly  circular — they  should  be  all  exactly  in  the  plane  of 
the  sun's  equator,     (pp.  216,  223.) 

First,  as  to  the  orbits  being  exactly  in  the  plane  of  the  sun's 
equator.     It  is  most  manifest  that  in  the  formation  of  a  ring 
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to  be  thrown  off  from  the  great  globular  mass,  the  material  to 
form  it  would  come  up  from  this  part  aud  from  that,  with  dif- 
ferent densities  and  with  varying  velocities,  with  numerous 
eddies  and  counter  movements.  Gravities,  cohesions,  affinities, 
being  very  various  and  constantly  shifting,  the  disturbing  forces 
would  be  such  as  would  be  almost  sure  to  throw  the  plane  of 
the  planet's  revolution  somewhat  away  from  that  of  the  equator 
of  the  central  mas&  That  the  revolutions  should  all  be  in  the 
plane  of  the  sun's  equator  would  be  well  nigh  impossible.  If 
more  than  half  of  the  matter  of  which  a  ring  was  formed 
came  from  one  side  of  the  equatorial  plane,  or  if  for  any  reason 
the  balancing  of  the  centrifugal  forces  was  one  side,  the  mass 
thrown  off  would  be  carried  to  the  other  side.  And  if  such 
variations  would  be  comparatively  small,  the  deviations  of  the 
orbits  from  a  conmion  plane  are  also  small.  Moreover,  such  a 
predominance  of  force  on  one  side  would  be  likely  to  result  in 
a  corresponding  overbalance  on  the  other,  when  the  next  ring 
should  be  formed,  and  thus  an  oscillation  would  ensue,  giving 
us  alternate  inclinations  each  side  of  a  central  plane.  And 
this  is  just  what  we  find.  Taking  a  plane  between  the  two 
exterior  planets,  we  have  alternate  variations  from  this  plane 
ranging  from  half  a  degree  to  three  and  a  half,  till  we  come  to 
Mercury,  "  whose  ejection  was  on  an  advance  and  not  return 
swing,  and  then  we  have  the  sun's  present  equator  still  a  trifle 
in  advance  of  the  orbit  of  Mercury."*  The  orbits  of  the 
asteroids  are  not,  indeed,  confined  within  these  limits  of  varia- 
tion, which  is  just  what  we  should  expect  from  the  manner  in 
which  we  have  supposed  them  to  have  been  formed*  So  much 
for  the  inclinations  of  the  orbits. 

Next,  as  to  the  perpendicularity  of  the  axis  to  the  plane  of 
the  orbit,  and  the  retrograde  movements  of  the  satellites  of 
Uranus  and  Neptune.  As  the  matter  of  a  ring  should  go  on 
to  aggregate  itself  into  a  sphere,  similar  perturbations  and  varia- 
tions and  disturbances  of  balance  would  occur,  only  now  in  an 
increased  degree.  The  different  portions  of  matter  would  come 
into  the  forming  sphere  with  all  possible  obliquities  to  the  axis 
of  rotation.  The  resulting  balance  of  forces  would  be  almost 
sure  to  throw  the  axis  out  of  a  perpendicular  to  the  plane  of 

*  Hickok*s  Creator  and  Creation^  p.  256. 
VOL.   XXXIIL  6 
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revolutioiL  The  amount  of  the  displacement  varies  from 
almost  nothing  in  the  case  of  Jupiter  to  more  than  ninety 
degrees  in  that  of  Uranus.  When  the  axis  had  been  carried 
ninetj  degrees  from  the  perpendicular,  it  would  then  lie  in  the 
plane  of  the  orbit,  and  as  it  went  still  farther  the  pole,  which 
was  at  first  south,  would  be  turned  northward,  and  the  direction 
of  the  rotation  would  be  changed,  becoming  from  east  to  west, 
instead  of  from  west  to  east  After  the  planet  had  assumed 
this  position,  the  satellites  which  it  threw  off  would  have  a  cor- 
responding situation,  and  so  their  motion  is  apparently  retro- 
grade while  it  is  really  direct,  the  axes  of  their  orbits  being 
turned  about  one  hundred  and  ten  degrees  away  from  a  per- 
pendicular to  the  orbit  of  their  primary.  Thus  the  inclinations 
of  the  axes  are  explained  and  the  retrograde  movements  are 
shown  to  be  only  apparent 

Again,  we  are  told  the  law  of  the  periods  should  be  the  same 
for  both  planet  and  satellite.  The  moon  turns  once  on  its 
axis  while  it  revolves  once  around  the  earth,  and  the  same 
fact  is  assumed  for  the  other  satellites,  while  none  of  the  plan- 
etary rotations  are  known  or  believed  to  follow  the  same  law. 
But  the  moon  is  the  only  satellite  in  the  system  whose  period 
of  rotation  is  known.*  That  the  other  satellites  are  like  ours 
in  this  respect  is  only  conjectural.  And  if,  as  Proctor  main- 
tains, Jupiter  and  Saturn  are  not  yet  cooled  oflT,  but  are  still 
giving  out  light  and  heat,  it  then  becomes  probable  that  while 
these  planets  are  not  fit  abodes  for  living  beings,  their  satellites 
may  be,  and  that  their  rotations  follow  the  pattern  of  the  planets 
and  not  that  of  our  moon.  Besides,  it  is  supposed  that  the 
moon  had  originally  a  more  rapid  rotation,  one  conforming  to 
that  of  the  planets,  and  that  by  tidal  action,  in  conjunction  per- 
haps with  other  causes,  it  has  been  retarded  and  brought  to  its 
present  movement,  and  that  the  same  causes  will  eventually 
reduce  the  earth's  period  of  rotation  till  it  becomes  the  same  as 
the  moon's-t 

Again,  it  is  claimed  that  the  axis  of  rotation  should  always 
lean  equally  away  from  the  centre  instead  of  being  always  par- 
allel to  itself     The  argument  to  establish  the  claim  is  this :  If 

*  See  WincheU'B  Sketches  of  Oreabion,  p.  406. 
f  See  Proctor's  (Hker  Worlds  ihm  Oun,  p.  196. 
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the  axis  of  a  planet  lay  in  the  plane  of  its  orbit  and  in  the 
line  of  a  rjidius  of  the  orbit ;  if  we  suppose  the  radius  to  revolve 
with  the  planet,  the  axis  will  always  continue  in  the  line  of  the 
radius,  so  that  the  pole  which  points  toward  the  sun  at  any  one 
time  will  always  point  toward  it,  and  the  other  pole  directly 
away  during  the  entire  revolution.  Then  if  one  pole  be  raised 
above  this  orbital  plane,  the  other  being  in  like  manner 
depressed  beneath  it,  it  will  still  hold  true  that  the  pole  which 
IS  toward  the  sun  will  always  continue  so,  the  other  being  con- 
stantly turned  away — the  angle  which  the  axis  makes  with  the 
plane  of  the  orbit  not  changing.  To  this  we  reply,  the  original 
position  of  the  axis  would  be  not  in  the  plane  of  the  orbit  but 
perpendicular  to  it,  in  which  position  it  would,  as  the  author 
himself  says,  always  remain  parallel  to  itself.  Any  deviations, 
therefore,  would  be  from  the  perpendicular  instead  of  from  the 
horizontal  position.  But  again,  it  is  not  true  tBat  if  the  axis 
were  coincident  with  the  radius  of  the  orbit,  it  would  continue 
so  during  the  revolution  of  the  planet  For  the  momentum  of 
a  rotary  motion  tends  to  keep  the  axis  stationary,  and  what- 
ever other  movement  the  revolving  body  may  have,  the  rotary 
movement  will  be  separate  and  independent  of  it  The  axis 
will  still  be  relatively  stationary  when  it  has  ceased  to  be  abso- 
lutely so :  it  will  therefore  always  point  not  to  the  central  sun 
but  to  the  distant  star,  L  e.,  will  be  always  parallel  to  itself 
This  is  illustrated  by  the  movements  of  a  top.  If  the  axis  of  a 
whirling  top  leans,  it  tends  to  point  always  in  the  same  direc- 
tion, notwithstanding  any  advance  movement  the  top  may 
have,  whether  this  movement  be  in  straight  lines  or  in  curved. 
And  it  will  always  so  point,  only  so  far  as  it  is  deflected  by  the 
friction  at  the  point  on  which  it  spins,  or  by  the  disturbing 
force  of  gravity,  both  of  which  forces  are  to  be  distinguished 
fix>m  the  rotary  momentum  and  from  the  impulse  which  gives 
the  forward  movement  These  two  latter  are  the  only  forces 
concerned  in  the  movements  of  the  planet,  and  under  their 
influence  alone  top  and  planet  alike  will  keep  the  axis  always 
parallel  to  itself.  And  yet  again,  if  Dr.  Burr's  reasonings  on 
this  point  were  correct,  they  ought  to  govern  the  position  of 
the  axis,  on  whatever  theory  we  attempt  to  account  for  the 
origin  of  the  system.     The  planets  have  no  business  in  any 
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case  to  be  revolving  with  their  axes  always  parallel  to  them- 
selves. 

Again,  it  is  asserted  that  the  revolutions  should  all  be  in 
orbits  exactly  circular,  but  they  are  elliptical.  Now  that  cir- 
cular orbits  should  be  looked  for,  is  so  far  from  being  the  case, 
that  it  is  impossible  there  should  be  a  single  circular  orbit  in 
the  whole  system.  For  circular  motion  cannot  be  stable  un- 
less in  the  absence  of  all  disturbing  force.  If  we  had  but  a 
single  body  revolving  around  the  sun  and  no  disturbing  force 
came  from  the  stellar  worlds,  then,  if  the  centripetal  and  cen- 
tjniugal  forces  were  precisely  adjusted  for  a  circular  orbit,  such 
an  orbit  might  exist  and  might  continue.  But  the  moment  a 
third  body  is  introduced  into  the  system  we  have  a  disturbing 
force,  and  circular  motion  is  no  longer  possible.  The  centrifu- 
gal force  acts  always  in  the  line  of  a  tangent  to  the  orbit  and  the 
centripetal  in  the  line  of  the  radius.  In  a  circle  these  will 
always  be  at  a  right  angle  with  each  other.  Any  new  force 
acting  upon  the  body  must  necessarily  disturb  the  balance  of 
these  two  and  give  one  of  them  the  predominance.  Take  the 
case  in  which  the  centrifugal  force  predominates.  The  planet 
will  now  be  carried  forward  in  a  course  lying  between  the 
circle  and  the  tangent.  This  will  carry  it  farther  from  the 
sun,  so  that  the  lines  of  direction  of  the  two  forces  will  begin 
to  form  an  acute  angle,  and  so  far  they  will  act  in  contrary 
directions.  For  the  centripetal  force  may  now  be  resolved 
into  two,  one  at  right  angles  with  the  tangent,  the  other  directly 
against  the  motion  of  the  planet  This  will  tend  to  retard  that 
motion  and  so  to  destroy  a  part  of  the  centrifugal  force.  The 
curve  in  which  the  planet  moves  will  be  elliptical,  and  the  excess 
of  the  centrifugal  force  will  be  overcome  when  the  planet  arrives 
at  the  extremity  of  the  minor  axis  of  the  ellipse.  The  two 
forces  will  now  be  rightly  adjusted  to  each  other  for  circular 
motion  again,  but  this  can  not  now  be  resumed  becau.«e  the  two 
forces  do  not  here  act  at  right  angles  with  each  other.  The 
retardation  of  motion  must  therefore  still  go  on,  and  it  will  con- 
tinue until  the  planet  reaches  the  extremity  of  the  major  axis 
of  the  ellipse.  The  two  forces  are  here  again  acting  at  right 
angles,  but  we  can  not  have  circular  motion  now  because  the 
centripetal  force  has  become  deficient.     The  planet  has  de- 
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scribed  half  a  revolution,  and  in  the  other  half  a  similar  but 
reverse  process  takes  place.  This  completes  the  circuit  and 
brings  the  planet  back  to  the  starting  point,  and  back  to  the 
same  adjustment  of  forces  with  which  we  started.  An  ellipti- 
cal orbit  is  therefore  established  and  must  continue.  Subse- 
quent disturbances  may  change  the  ellipticity,  but  a  circular 
orbit  is  impossible  forever. 

Motion  in  an  ellipse  is  stable  because  it  is  a  result  of  a  bal- 
ance of  forces  poising  themselves  by  a  perpetual  swing  on  each 
side  of  a  central  mean.  Of  such  rhythmical  or  oscillatory 
movements  our  own  world  is  full,  the  starry  heavens  are  full. 
Circular  motion  then,  instead  of  being  demanded  by  the  nebu- 
lar hypothesis,  is  absolutely  forbidden  under  any  hypothesia 

There  is  a  statement  given  upon  the  authority  of  the  Royal 
Astronomical  Society,  vol.  29,  I860,*  that  the  earth's  equator 
is  not  a  perfect  circle  but  an  ellipse.  Not  only  is  the  earth 
flattened  at  the  poles,  giving  an  elliptical  form  to  the  meridians, 
but  there  is  a  slight  flattening  in  the  other  direction  also.  The 
diameter  of  the  equator,  which  has  one  of  its  extremities  in 
central  Africa,  is  longer  by  two  miles  than  the  one  at  right 
angles  to  it  This  seems  to  indicate  that,  when  the  earth  was 
in  an  attenuated  state,  the  various  portions  of  the  substance  of 
which  it  is  composed,  as  they  revolved  separately  around  the 
axis,  fell  into  elliptical  orbits,  and  that  the  waters  of  the  oceans 
are  now  made  to  conform  to  this  resulting  figure  under  the  guid- 
ance of  the  same  laws  of  motion. 

These  are  the  objections  to  the  nebular  theory  which  Dr. 
Burr  derives  from  the  solar  system.  He  makes  much  indeed 
of  the  comets.  But  the  principles  we  have  brought  forward 
involve  a  sufficient  reply  to  what  he  has  said  of  them,  even 
granting,  as  he  supposes,  that  they  had  their  origin  within  the 
system.  But  if  we  take  the  commonly  received  opinion  that 
they  are  stragglers  from  without,  they  present  no  difficulty 
whatever.  That  these  wisps  and  shreds  of  nebulous  matter 
should  have  been  thrown  off  into  space  to  wander  afterward 
as  they  should  fall  under  the  attraction  of  the  larger  bodies — that 
they  should  have  been  thus  thrown  off  in  the  course  of  the 

*  Soribnei'8  MmUhly,  June,  1813,  p.  188. 
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manifold  throes,  rendings,  burstings,  explosions,  ejections, 
which  occnrred,  is  but  what  we  should  have  looked  for.  But 
on  the  theory  of  direct  creations  of  worlds  by  the  fiat  of  the 
Almighty  Will,  how  can  they  be  accounted  for?  What  can 
they  be  but  freaks  of  the  Creator  ? 

There  are  in  the  system  eight  planets  and  more  than  one 
hundred  and  twenty  asteroids.  These  all  revolve  around  the 
sun  and  all  in  the  same  direction,  from  west  to  east  They  are 
all  approximately  in  one  plane.  Their  orbits  are  all  elliptical, 
having  the  sun  in  one  of  the  focL  Their  periodic  times  all  fall 
under  one  law.  Then  we  have  a  score  or  more  of  satellites, 
and  these  all  revolve  around  their  respective  primaries  with 
like  similarities,  each  family  having  all  its  members  approxi- 
mately in  one  plane  and  agreeing  with  the  planets  in  the  other 
particulars  just  mentioned,  even  to  the  direction  of  their  mo- 
tion, for  the  seemingly  retrograde  motion  of  the  satellites  of 
Uranus  and  Neptune  is,  as  we  have  shown,  only  apparent 
Every  one  of  the  hundred  and  fifty  bodies  is  believed  to  rotate 
upon  an  axis — ^all  that  admit  such  observations  as  would  de- 
termine the  point  are  known  so  to  rotate — and  the  rotations 
that  are  known  are  all  in  one  direction  and  all  in  the  same 
direction  as  the  revolutions  of  the  system,  viz  :  from  west  to 
east  Now  here  are  agreements  by  hundreds ;  the  disagree- 
ments that  have  been  alleged  are  comparatively  few,  and  even 
these  disappear  upon  examination.  The  witnesses  all,  when 
brought  upon  the  stand  and  cross-examined,  give  their  testimony 
decidedly  and  solely  in  favor  of  the  opponent  of  the  party  who 
subpoenaed  them.  But  marvelous  are  the  uniformities,  and 
these  point  clearly  away  from  the  theory  of  separate  creations  ; 
they  point  to  a  common  origin  and  a  common  history.  If  one 
says  that  these  things  might  have  been  as  they  are  just  as  pro- 
bably on  the  theory  of  direct  creations  by  the  power  of  the 
Divine  Will,  he  is  on  the  same  ground  with  those  who  would 
say  that  God  undoubtedly  might  have  created  the  rocks,  with 
all  the  fossils  they  contain  already  in  them,  by  direct  fiat,  six 
thousand  years  ago,  in  the  space  of  six  literal  days — but  who 
believes  He  did  ?  There  is,  we  understand,  scarcely  a  scientist 
of  eminence  at  present  who  does  not  accept  the  nebular  hypo- 
thesis as  having  greater  probabilities  in  its  favor  than  any 
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other,  save  Proctor,  and  he  has  a  theory  of  his  own,  which  is  a 
sufficient  explanation  of  his  non-reception  of  thia 

We  can  not  follow  the  author  into  the  regions  beyond  with 
the  same  particularity.  Nor  need  we.  The  hypothesis  may 
be  true  of  the  solar  system  and  not  be  true  of  the  stellar 
universe.  We  may  believe  that  each  fixed  star  is  a  sun  having 
a  retinue  of  planets,  and  probably  of  satellites,  and  that  each 
system  has  been  developed  from  a  nebulous  mass  the  same  as 
our  own,  without  believing  that  all  came  previously  from  one 
great  nebulous  mass  containing  all  the  material  of  the  entire 
universa  The  evidence  which  would  extend  the  theory  thus 
to  include  the  whole  universe,  is  not  so  full,  nor  from  the  very 
nature  of  the  case  can  it  be,  at  least  in  the  present  state  of 
astronomical  science.  But  analogy  points  that  way,  and  many 
of  the  things  we  can  observe  point  that  way.  Dr.  Burr's  objec- 
tions to  this  part  of  the  scheme  in  the  lecture  on  stellar  as- 
tronom3^,  spring  from  taking  our  system  as  an  exact  pattern  in 
its  details  of  the  greater  evolution  without  the  system.  But 
the  details  may  have  been  altogether  different,  nay,  we  should 
confidently  expect  to  find  them  so.  Indeed,  as  the  result  of 
the  process  of  formation  is  different,  so  ought  the  process  itself 
to  have  varied.  If  the  reader  will  consult  Dr.  Hickok's  Oreator 
and  Creation^  Book  2,  chap.  2,  part  8,  he  will  find  drawn  out 
a  supposed  process,  by  which  the  stellar  worlds  as  we  find  them 
could  have  been  all  evolved  from  a  univei'sal  matter. 

As  to  the  Lecture  on  Nebular  Astronomy,  we  may  say  in  a 
word  that  the  revelations  of  the  spectroscope  have  as  yet  but 
just  begun.  It  is  only  since  the  year  1859  that  Spectrum 
Analysis  has  entered  into  the  service  of  astronomy,  and  though 
its  performances  thus  far  have  been  astonishing,  we  can  by  no 
means  conclude  that  they  are  ended.  It  is  premature  to  pro- 
nounce with  confidence  what  will  be  its  final  indications.  Many 
of  its  revelations  favor  this  hypothesis,  and  if  there  are  some 
which  we  know  not  how  to  reconcile  with  it  as  we  now  con- 
struct it,  it  would  seem  the  part  of  wisdom  to  wait  for  more  of 
its  beautiful  light,  instead  of  pronouncing  with  confidence  that 
the  question  is  already  settled.  The  spectroscope  and  nebular 
astronomy  have  not  settled  it  against  the  hypothesis. 

We  have  been  thus  particular  in  our  examination  of  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


88  BvohUiontsm  verstuf  Theism.  [Jan., 

author's  treatment  of  the  nebular  hypothesis,  because  he  has 
devoted  his  main  strength  to  it,  because  he  manifestly  thinks 
the  main  strength  of  his  argument  lies  here,  and  because  it 
seems  to  us  he  has  here  been  most  of  all  unsuccessful.  Upon 
the  other  two  divisions  of  the  subject  we  will  be  very  brief. 
These  are,  the  theory  of  the  spontaneous  generation  of  living 
beings,  and  that  of  the  transmutation  of  species.  Here  he  lays 
down  these  principles.  "  No  being  can  reproduce  itself  in  kind. 
No  being  can  produce  its  own  equal,  much  less  its  superior. 
No  mere  combination  of  beings  can  produce  essentially  new 
properties ;  the  properties  resulting  must  be  properties  or  modi- 
fication of  properties  already  possessed  by  the  constituent  be- 
ings" (p.  91).  And  so  he  denies  "  that  ordinary  parentage  ex- 
plains the  continuance  of  races."  "  It  is  a  pure  impossibility 
in  the  nature  of  things."  **  Parents  are  no  suflScient  explana- 
tion of  their  oflFspring."  **In  no  case  can  a  plant  or  animal 
reproduce  itself"  These  and  more  to  the  same  effect  (pp.  95 
to  99).  His  position  then  is  that  the  new  beings  which  arise 
need  always  and  everywhere  to  be  accounted  for,  independently 
of  those  from  which  they  spring.  Does  he  mean  that  there 
must  be  a  new  creation  in  each  case  ?  Did  every  kernel  of 
the  millions  of  bushels  of  wheat  of  last  year's  harvest  come  by 
a  separate  creative  act  on  the  part  of  God?  Or  did  it  come 
into  being  by  any  special  action  of  His  ?  What  is  cleai'er  than 
that  the  new  seed  springs  from  the  old  under  the  working  of 
natural  forces  by  natural  laws  ?  So  in  the  animal  kingdom, 
parents  beget  offspring  without  supernatural  agency.  Dr.  Burr 
would  surely  admit  this.  But  this  is  all  the  evolutionist  claims. 
Life,  he  says,  results  from  certain  combinations  of  matter  with- 
out supernatural  agency.  Whether  this  be  true  or  not,  we  can 
not  see  how  Dr.  Burr's  propositions,  taken  so  as  to  consist  at  all 
with  facts,  disprove  it.  But  to  get  the  living  out  of  the  non- 
living— this  is  something  more  than  to  get  plant  or  animal 
from  a  progenitor  like  itself.  The  effect  is  greater  than  the 
cause.  The  stream  rises  higher  than  its  sourca  "  No  being 
can  produce  its  superior"  (p.  91).  Yet  "children  are  some- 
times, both  physically  and  mentally,  greatly  the  superiors  of 
their  parents.  What  a  poor  explanation  do  their  parents  give 
of  such  offspring  as  Milton  and  Newton  and  Pascal"  (p.  97). 
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Was  there  then  a  supernatural  intervention  to  produce  these 
men  ?  Dr.  Burr  would  reject  traducianism  probably  and  say, 
yes,  every  human  being  comes  direct  from  the  hand  of  God, 
separate  and  underived.  But  the  traducianists  are  not  all  dead 
nor  silenced.  And  if  they  were,  the  argument  is  not  saved, 
for  is  not  the  physical  man  often  superior  to  the  parents  from 
whom  he  sprung?  Does  not  the  animal  often  excel  its  paren- 
tage in  size,  strength,  vigor,  sagacity,  in  fineness  of  qualities  of 
every  sort  ?  So  in  the  v^etable  kingdom.  There  is  a  coming 
forth  of  what  exceeds  that  from  which  it  came,  without  any 
intervention  of  the  supernatural.  And  this  is  all  the  evolu- 
tionist asks.  Higher  individuals  do  come  from  the  lower,  why 
not  higher  species?  And  why  not  the  organic  from  the  inor- 
ganic? Whatever  objections  we  may  entertain  to  these  con- 
clusions, we  cannot  see  how  these  arguments  of  the  author 
afiect  the  conclusions 

The  fifkh  and  sixth  Lectures,  entitled  **  Conflict  with  Geology  " 
and  "  Conflict  with  the  Science  of  Probabilities,"  seem  to  us  to 
have  much  force  as  against  the  atheistic  evolutionist,  but  to  be 
without  force  to  the  theist,  who,  believing  that  God  made  all 
things,  yet  deems  that  the  method  of  His  making  was  through 
these  processes  of  evolution.  In  this  case  everything  was  fore- 
seen— all  provided  for  at  the  first  to  be  just  as  we  find  it — all 
involved  in  the  original  universal  matter  which  He  would  have 
evolved  in  all  time  to  come,  and  all  which  He  did  not  wish  to 
have  subsequently  come  forth  kept  out  of  the  original  germ. 

We  come  now  to  our  second  inquiry,  can  evolutionism  logi- 
cally result  in  atheism  ?  It  is  not  claimed  indeed  that  it  would 
be  a  necessary  result  Dr.  Burr  says :  "  A  positive  proof  of  the 
law  scheme  would  do  just  nothing  toward  disproving  a  crea- 
ting God  "  (p.  10).  But  he  thinks  it  undermines  the  evidences 
of  His  existence.  If  evolutionism  is  true,  God  may  exist  but 
we  can  not  prove  it.  **  It  is  perfectly  inconsistent  with  all  evi- 
dence of  His  existence  '*  (p.  17).  It  is  true  indeed  the  atheistic 
evolutionist  so  regards  it.  And  we  hear  him  crying  out,  **  We 
have  no  need  of  a  God.  For  see  how  everything  is  accounted 
for  without  him.  The  supposition  of  a  God  therefore  being 
needless  is  unphilosophical,  and  so  it  is  foolisL  The  ignorant 
may  receive  it^  but  the  intelligent  must  discern  that  it  is  with- 
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out  proof  and  so  must  reject  it"  To  this  claim  of  the  atheist 
Dr.  Burr  yields.  **  It  is  not  too  much  to  say,"  says  he,  "  that  in 
effect  it  [evolutionism]  suppresses  all  theistic  evidences,  for  after 
1  have  admitted  that  the  properties  of  matter  itself  will  account 
for  all  we  find  within  the  bounds  of  nature,  what  shall  hinder  a 
philosopher  from  saying,  *  These  atoms  are  just  as  easily  con- 
ceived of  as  being  eternal  as  is  an  infinite  mind.'  No  satisfac- 
tory answer  can  be  made  to  this  "  (p.  IS).  From  this  opinion 
we  must  decidedly  dissent  Just  here  we  believe  theism  en- 
trenches itself  with  absolute  invincibility.  If  matter  were  in- 
ert and  motionless,  it  might  be  difficult  to  disprove  its  eternity. 
But  such  is  not  the  matter  we  have  to  do  with.  It  is  matter 
endowed  with  its  various  forces — active  forces  producing  effects 
— ^forces  that  are  all  the  while  carrying  it  onward  in  a  process 
of  development  Moving  matter  must  move  in  time.  The 
motion  must  have  commenced  at  some  definite  point  of  time,  or 
it  must  have  come  down  from  a  past  eternity  without  beginning. 
If  it  had  a  beginning,  there  must  have  been  some  cause  for  it, 
and  this  cause  is  God.  That  it  should  have  come  down  from 
eternity  without  beginning,  we  maintain  to  be  demonstrably 
just  as  impossible  as  that  7+6=1200  should  be  a  true  equation. 
'*  Those  scholars,"  says  Dr.  Burr,  '*who  hold  to  eternal  atomic 
forces  apd  laws  which  are  able  of  themselves  to  build  up  all  the 
various  natural  structures  are  universally  atheists  "  (p.  14).  Of 
course  they  are,  but  their  prime  error  lies  in  the  assumption 
that  the '' atomic  forces  and  laws  "can  be  "eternal,"  and  this 
assumption  is  no  necessary  part  of  evolutionism.  All  that  this 
requires  is  that  we  begin  with  the  original  world  substance  or 
at  most  with  the  universal  matter  all  in  a  single  mass,  and  from 
it  derive  the  existing  worlds  with  all  their  content&  This  will 
imply  indeed  a  subsequent  development  onward  into  the  future 
to  a  final  consummation  or  winding  up  of  the  whole. 

Let  us  here  pause  a  moment  and  look  at  the  scheme  as  it  now 
presents  itself.  Starting  with  an  original  nebulous  matter,  the 
present  system  of  revolving  worlds  is  easily  derived  from  it,  and 
the  probability  of  such  derivation  is  such  as  commands  a  recep- 
tion of  the  theory  by  astronomers  well  nigh  universal.  It  is 
certainly  possible  that  the  formless  void,  mentioned  in  Gen.  i,  2, 
as  the  original  state  of  the  earth,  refers  to  the  nebulous  mat- 
ter in  some  stage  of  the  earth's  formation  from  such  matter, 
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and  that  the  light  which  was  brought  into  being  so  long  before 
the  appearance  of  the  sun  and  moon  was  that  resulting  from 
the  chemical  action  of  the  elements  entering  into  their  various 
combinations.  The  solid  earth  once  formed,  geology  indicates 
the  steps  of  the  process  by  which  it  has  come  to  its  present 
condition  and  points  to  future  changes  in  the  same  line.  But 
the  living  creatures  upon  the  earth  geology  does  not  account 
for.  How  did  they  arise?  Was  it  by  separate  creative  acts  of 
the  Divine  Being,  or  was  it  a  part  of  the  process  of  development? 
The  evolutionist  says  the  latter.  The  first  beginnings  of  life 
sprung  up  spontaneously  from  inorganic  matter.  But  no,  says 
the  objector.  From  the  lifeless  and  inorganic  to  the  living  and 
organic,  though  it  be  only  in  the  simplest  forms,  is  too  great  a 
strida  There  is  a  chasm  there.  The  approaches  to  this  chasm 
from  either  side  may  be  such  as  to  create  an  expectation  that 
we  might  pass  directly  across  it^  but  when  we  come  to  it  we 
nee<i  a  bridge.  Arrange  your  experiment ;  let  us  see  the  living 
issuing  spontaneously  without  any  germ ;  this  will  be  the  bridge 
we  want  Well,  the  experiment  has  been  attempted,  and  success 
has  been  claimed  for  it  But  a  closer  scrutiny  casts  doubt  upon 
it  The  germ  had  not  been  excluded  with  sufficient  care ;  the 
life  brought  out  was  not  spontaneous  after  all.  But  wait,  says 
the  evolutionist ;  we  shall  succeed  presently ;  everything  prom- 
ises success ;  you  have  only  to  wait  till  we  can  adjust  the  details 
of  the  experiment  with  the  requisite  care  and  skill.  Huxley, 
while  expressing  his  emphatic  conviction  that  tlie  experiments  in 
question  do  not  really  prove  the  point,  yet  adds :  *'  I  must  care- 
fully guard  myself  against  the  supposition  that  I  intend  to  sug- 
gest that  no  such  thing  as  abiogenesis  ever  has  taken  place  in 
the  past  or  ever  will  take  place  in  the  futura"  "Expectation 
is  permissible  where  belief  is  not,  and  if  it  were  given  me  to 
look  beyond  the  abyss  of  geologically  recorded  time  to  the  still 
more  remote  period  when  the  earth  was  passing  through  phys- 
ical and  chemical  conditions,  which  it  can  no  more  see  again 
than  a  man  can  recall  his  infancy,  I  should  expect  to  be  a  wit- 
ness of  the  evolution  of  living  protoplasm  from  not  living  mat- 
ter That  is  the  expectation  to  which  analogical  reasoning  leads 
ma"  {Lay  Sermons,  pp.  866,  367.)  Now  while  we  do  not  share 
in  these  so  confident  expectations  that  spontaneous  generation 
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is  going  to  be  proved,  we  yet  think  it  would  be  too  much  to 
afi5rm  that  it  will  not  be  proved.  The  indications  that  point  to 
and  favor  it  are  such  that  the  expectations  of  those  who  are 
looking  for  it  are  not  to  be  hooted  down  as  visionary.  Let  them 
prove  it  if  they  can.  We  can  maintain  that  God  is  the  author 
of  life  equally  whether  He  produced  it  by  successive  creative 
fiats  as  each  new  order  of  living  beings  was  brought  upon  the 
stage,  or  brought  them  by  processes  of  development  from  lower 
forms  of  being.  The  same  things  may  also  be  said  of  the 
transmutation  of  species,  whii*.h  would  give  us  the  higher  orders 
springing  out  of  the  lower.  Huxley  believes  "  that  experiments 
conducted  by  a  skilful  physiologist  would  very  probably  obtain 
the  desired  production  in  a  comparatively  few  years."  {Lay 
Sprm.,  p.  295.)  Many  of  the  scientists  talk  and  write  as  if  the 
theory  were  already  established,  but  it  is  not  We  may  well 
doubt  whether  it  ever  will  be,  but  let  us  not  be  too  confident 
Let  them  prove  this  also  if  they  can,  yet  will  not  we  fear.  In 
regard  to  the  derivation  of  the  rational  soul  of  man  from  his 
cerebral  and  nervous  organization,  it  appears  to  us  that  the 
chasm  is  far  broader  and  far  deeper.  That  this  should  ever  be 
made  out  seems  especially  improbable.  But  the  study  of  phys- 
iological psychology  now  attracting  so  much  attention  may 
make  manifest  what  now  would  seem  impossible.  If  it  should 
finally  appear  that  even  the  soul  of  man  was  generated  by  this 
process,  we  would  still  maintain  its  immateriality  and  its  immor- 
tality, and  would  maintain  that  God  was  its  framer  as  well  if  He 
framed  it  by  the  process  as  if  He  called  it  into  existence  by  a 
separate  creative  act 

Let  us  now  suppose  these  chasms  all  bridged  over,  and  the 
derivation  of  everything  we  now  see  from  an  original  nebulous 
mass  made  out  Carrying  the  same  line  of  development  on- 
ward into  the  future,  we  shall  come  at  length  to  a  time 
when  the  fires  of  the  sun  shall  have  bnmed  out,  and  it  shall 
cease  to  give  out  its  light  and  heat  and  when  planets  and  satel- 
lites, having  their  centrifugal  force  overcome  by  the  resistance 
of  the  ether  which  fills  the  heavenly  spaces,  shall  rush  together 
into  one,  even  as  they  originally  came  forth  from  one.  Per- 
haps in  the  vastly  more  remote  future,  all  suns  and  systems 
will  in  like  manner  rush  together  into  one  common  mass.  And 
the   doctrine   of  the  conservation  and  equivalence  of  forces 
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teaches  as  that  the  destruction  of  motion  in  such  Titanic  con- 
cussions must  result  in  enormous  manifestations  of  force  in 
some  other  form,  and  it  is  deemed  not  impossible — it  is  by  some 
regarded  probable — that  this  should  be  sufficient  to  unlock  the 
combinations  of  matter  both  mechanical  and  chemical,  and  throw 
all  back  into  the  separated  elements,  i.  a,  into  the  original  neb- 
ulous condition  from  which  it  came  in  the  outset  When  this 
happens,  a  complete  cycle  has  been  run ;  we  are  at  the  point 
where  we  first  began,  ready  to  start  on  a  similar  round  again.  Nay, 
more,  cycle  may  follow  cycle  without  limit;  the  process  is 
capable  of  extension  ad  infiniium.  But  the  atheistic  evolu- 
tionist  turns  upon  us  and  says,  ^^  Well,  if  it  may  go  on  in  tbe 
future  without  end,  it  may  have  come  down  in  like  manner 
from  the  past  without  banning.  An  eternal  succession  of 
universes  being  established,  the  eternal  God  is  thereby  ruled 
out''  Such  is  indeed  the  conclusion  of  the  atheist  It  is  a 
dire  conclusion  to  come  to,  at  the  end  of  so  long  a  race,  but  let 
us  not  be  frightened.     Grod  is  not  annihilated  so  easily. 

For  the  supposition  of  a  past  eternity  thus  made  up  is  utterly 
contradictory.  It  is  absurd ;  it  is  impossible.  It  is  grounded 
in  a  misapprehension  of  what  is  involved  in  infinity.  The  infi- 
nite is  not,  and  cannot  be  made  by  an  aggregation  of  units.  No 
heaping  up  of  finites  will  ever  constitute  it ;  it  cannot  be  con- 
stituted ;  it  is  a  simple  idea ;  the  mind  must  grasp  it  directly. 
It  does  not  come  by  suocessive  additions.  These  may  give  us 
the  vastly  great,  that  which  is  so  great  that  the  imagination 
staggers  in  the  effort  to  reach  it,  so  great  that  the  mind  cannot 
grasp  it  And  the  mind,  overcome  by  the  attempt  to  reach  the 
immeasurably  great,  may,  by  a  last  convulsive  effort,  imagine  a 
heaping  together  of  these  intangible  magnitudes  in  numbers 
that  are  equally  unmanageable,  and  may  conclude  that  such  a 
process  continued  sufficiently  will  at  length  reach  infinity.  But 
this  is  so  far  from  being  the  case,  that  the  goal  we  seek  does 
not  lie  in  that  direction.  We  are  travelling  in  the  wrong  road, 
and  are  no  nearer  the  goal  when  the  weary  wings  of  the  ex- 
hausted imagination  fail,  and  let  us  drop,  than  we  were  before 
we  started ;  we  are  just  as  fiir  from  the  infinite  at  the  last  as  at 
the  first  We  have  been  seeking  a  goal ;  the  infinite  has  no 
goal.    And  coming  back  fi*om  our  adventurous  excursion  to 
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the  starting  point,  we  can,  standing  just  there,  apprehend  this 
simple  idea,  the  unlimited,  the  boundless,  the  infinite,  just  as 
accurately  and  just  as  completely  as  we  can  standing  on  the 
dizzy  heights  we  have  attempted  to  reach.  And  once  appre- 
hending the  idea,  we  perceive  that  no  aggregations  can  consti- 
tute it,  since  it  is  by  its  very  nature  not  so  much  beyond  aggre- 
gations as  aside  irom  them — without  them.  If  now  the  infinite 
we  are  seeking  to  fill  be  one  of  duration,  as  is  the  past  eternity 
of  the  atheist,  it  refuses  to  be  made  up  by  units  of  time.  It 
makes  no  difference  what  the  units  are ;  they  may  be  simple 
days  of  solar  time ;  they  may  be  those  cosmical  cycles  stretch- 
ing from  nebula  to  nebula  again,  each  of  which  would  multiply 
itself  beyond  the  geologic  aeons  to  a  multiple  higher,  perhaps, 
by  far  than  that  by  which  these  stretch  themselves  beyond  our 
single  day&  Let  now  the  atheist  begin  from  the  present,  and 
reckon  back  into  the  past  by  cycles ;  let  him  put  in  as  many 
cycles  as  there  are  days  in  each,  and  then  as  many  of  the 
periods  thus  constituted  as  they  each  have  days,  and  so  on  ; 
each  new  period  added  being  the  square  of  the  preceding,  and 
let  him  heap  up  even  such  periods  to  imagination's  utmost 
stretch,  and  then  plunge  his  imagination  into  the  unknown 
void  beyond  :  all  this  brings  him  no  nearer  to  the  eternity  he 
seeks  to  fill  than  we  now  stand  to-day.  For  by  the  very  sup- 
position^ he  is  seeking  to  fill  up  the  measure  of  that  which  is 
without  measure.  No  aggregate  of  finites  can  do  it  That  the 
material  universe  should  have  come  down  from  a  past  eternity 
without  beginning,  is  therefore  an  impossibility,  a  contradiction, 
an  absurdity.  Il  must  then  have  had  a  beginning,  and  in  the 
beginning  God, 

But  it  will  be  said,  we  do,  notwithstanding  all  such  reasonings 
from  the  nature  of  infinity,  admit  a  future  eternity  without  end ; 
how  then  can  we  gainsay  the  past  eternity  without  beginning  ? 
Why  must  we  not  admit  the  one  equally  with  the  other?  The 
answer  is  we  do,  just  that  and  no  more.  What  is  implied 
in  a  Aiture  eternity  ?  Simply  this,  that  go  as  far  into  the  future 
as  we  will,  we  may  then  go  still  farther.  Sail  down  the  stream 
never  so  far,  the  stream  stretches  on  still  beyond.  But  the  time 
never  can  come  in  the  future  when,  reckoning  forward  from  this 
present  to  it^  the  period  will  not  be  finite  and  definite,  with 
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simply  more  to  coma  That  is  what  infinity  of  time  means, 
more  to  come  at  whatever  point  of  the  line  we  may  stand 
And  that  more  to  come  is  precisely  the  same,  standing  just  here 
at  this  present,  as  it  will  be  at  any  imaginable  point  of  the  re* 
motest  futura  It  is  at  once  seen,  that  any  attempt  to  fill  up 
and  complete  this  future  infinite  duration  is  absurd,  because  it 
subverts  the  very  foundation  of  the  idea,  the  more  to  come. 
And  it  manifestly  makes  no  diflFerence  whether  we  reckon  from 
the  present  forward  into  the  future,  or  backward  into  the  past. 
Infinity  of  past  time  simply  means  more  preceding,  go  as  far 
back  as  we  wilL  And  if  we  go  back  over  the  greatest  number 
of  the  cosmical  cycles  imaginable  or  unimaginable,  the  back- 
ward gaze  from  that  point  is  not  a  whit  changed  from  what  it 
is  here  at  this  present  But  the  past  eternal  succession  of  cy- 
cles of  the  atheist  implies,  that  by  a  count  of  units  the  bounds 
of  that  which  is  boundless  have  been  actually  reached.  It  is  a 
heaping  up  of  the  finite  until  it  reaches  the  infinite.  When 
the  possibility  of  accomplishing  this  in  the  future  is  demon- 
strated, it  can  be  admitted  for  the  past  If  the  claim  for  the  past 
is  valid,  if  the  universe  has  come  down  from  the  past  through 
a  succession  of  cycles  without  beginning,  if  this  has  been  not 
hypothetically  constructed  in  the  mind,  but  actually  realized  in 
fact,  actually  finished  up  and  completed,  then  it  is  possible  for 
a  future  eternity  to  be  also  finished  up  and  completed,  that  its 
completion  become  an  actually  realized  fact  That  is  to  say, 
we  may  reach  the  end  of  that  which  is  without  end.  The  ab- 
surdity is  the  same  whichever  way  we  look.  It  is  just  as  pos- 
sible in  the  one  case  as  in  the  other  and  no  more. 

Succession  without  a  beginning  is  an  impossibility.  To 
affirm  it,  is  the  same  as  to  affirm  a  succession  without  end  ac- 
tually realized.  If  then  it  were  made  out  that  the  cosmical 
periods  do  succeed  each  other  in  cycles,  all  that  we  could  affirm 
of  the  past  portion  of  the  series  would  be  that  we  could  never 
reach  a  point  where  we  could  say,  here  God  must  have  begun 
the  work.  We  could  not  fix  the  beginning,  because  there 
could  be  no  point  where  some  preceding  terms  of  the  series 
might  not  have  existed.  All  the  past  eternity  the  atheist  can 
get  for  his  universe  is  this,  that  we  can  never  get  so  far  back 
but  that  there  is  a  possibility  of  innumerable  cycles  preceding. 
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He  can  have  a  series  whose  limit  we  can  not  fix.  And  he 
confounds  the  series  whose  limit  can  not  be  determined  with 
that  which  has  no  limit,  the  indefinite  with  the  infinite.  His 
infinite  is  only  the  inconceivably  great  The  truth  is  there  can 
be  no  actually  existing  series  which  is  not  limited  in  both 
directions.  It  must  be  made  up  of  an  exact  number  of  terms 
fixed  and  definita  And  all  that  can  be  meant  by  an  infinite 
series  is,  that  whatever  be  the  number  of  terms  we  may  actually 
have,  it  is  possible  to  add  other  terms  indefinitely.  Whether 
the  additions  be  made  at  one  extremity  of  the  series,  or  the 
other,  or  both,  will  not  alter  the  case.  While  additional  terms 
are  always  possible,  the  number  of  actual  terms  must  always 
be  finite  and  definite.  If  then  universes  follow  each  other  in 
cycles,  the  time  never  can  come  when  the  number  of  cycles  that 
have  actually  existed  will  not  be  finite,  a  series  having  both 
beginning  and  end.  There  can  not  be  succession  without  a 
beginning.  We  can  not  fix  the  beginning,  but  we  can  know 
there  must  have  been  one  somewhere.  An  eternal  succession 
of  worlds  is  then  impossible ;  there  must  have  been  a  beginning, 
and  in  the  beginning  QocL 

Again,  it  may  be  said,  reason  as  you  may,  we  have  behind 
us  an  entire  past  eternity,  and  we  have  only  to  put  one  of  the 
cosmical  cycles  into  the  corresponding  space  of  time,  through 
all  the  spaces  of  this  actually  existing  eternity,  and  we  have 
our  infinite  series  of  cycles  made  out  The  proof  that  they  can 
not  be  made  out  must  then  go  for  nothing,  since  by  this  easy 
supposition  they  are  made  out,  and  we  have  them  standing  be- 
fore us.  But  this  supposition  contains  the  same  impossible  ele- 
ments. It  speaks  of  an  entire  past  eternity.  It  undertakes  to 
grasp  it  as  a  whole.  It  comprehends  the  infinity  of  past  dura- 
tion in  its  totality.  But  the  infinite  can  have  no  such  totality 
as  this  supposition  contemplates.  No  such  whole  is  predicable 
of  it.  For  a  whole  is  correlative  with  parts,  a  whole  is  made 
up  of  its  parts.  But  as  we  have  already  shown,  no  aggregation 
of  finite  parts  can  reach  the  infinite.  Totality  and  infinity  then 
are  incompatible  terms ;  either  excludes  the  other.  Let  the 
totality  come  where  it  may,  infinity  leaps  beyond  it  For  that 
is  what  infinity  means,  that  go  where  we  will  we  can  go  far- 
ther ;  be  the  sum  total  what  it  may,  more  may  yet  be  added. 
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Let  one  form  any  conception  he  is  able  of  the  whole  of  infinity, 
any  possible  conception  of  it  Whatever  it  can  mean,  it  either 
admits  of  additions  or  it  does  not  If  any  thing  can  be  added 
to  it,  then  it  is  not  the  whole  ;  we  must  enlarge  the  borders  of 
it  to  take  in  the  addition  before  we  have  the  whole.  If  it  is 
not  possible  to  add  any  thing  to  it,  it  is  not  infinite,  since  it 
contradicts  the  very  idea  of  infinity,  viz :  that  something  can 
always  be  added  to  whatever  we  may  actually  have.  The 
whole  of  infinity  is  therefore  impossible ;  there  can  be  no  whole 
without  a  limit,  and  infinity  excludes  limit  The  entire  past 
eternity  of  the  atheist,  therefore,  instead  of  being  the  infinite  in 
time,  is  only  the  inconceivably  great ;  it  is  but  an  outside  finite. 
It  is  going  back  as  far  as  he  can  get,  taking  a  leap  into  the 
dark,  fathomless  abyss  beyond,  and  calling  it  eternity.  But  it 
is  not  eternity ;  it  is  but  a  vast  totality,  and  so  is  not  without 
its  limit  It  must  then  have  had  a  beginning,  and  in  the  begin- 
ning  Ood, 

But  yet  again,  it  may  be  said,  though  it  is  not  possible  to 
reach  infinity  by  putting  together  any  definite  number  of  units, 
we  have  only  to  increase  the  number  to  infinity,  and  the  infi- 
nite sum  will  be  made  out  As  long  as  the  number  of  terms  is 
finite,  it  is  true  the  sum  will  be  finite ;  but  an  infinite  number 
of  terms  being  given,  the  difficulty  is  obviated  and  infinity  re- 
sults. Take  any  given  measure  of  extension,  and  repeat  it  an 
infinite  number  of  times,  you  will  have  infinite  extension  in 
space,  and  in  like  manner  any  definite  period  of  duration  re- 
peated to  infinity  will  give  infinite  duration.  While,  there- 
fore, it  may  be  true  that  no  multiplication  of  finite  factors  will 
give  infinity,  it  is  only  to  make  one  of  the  factors  infinite  to 
have  the  product  the  same.  Give  the  evolutionist  then  an  infi- 
nite number  of  cycles,  his  past  eternity  is  made  out,  and  he  can 
laugh  at  all  our  reasonings.  The  value  of  the  single  terms  of 
the  series  may  be  small  as  well  as  great,  all  he  wants  is  an  in- 
finity of  terms.  Whether  he  reckons  by  the  cosmical  cycles, 
or  by  days,  hours,  or  minutes,  will  be  all  the  same,  an  infinite 
number  of  them  will  give  him  infinite  time.  But  this  reason- 
ing uses  the  same  jugglery  of  words.  There  is  and  can  be  no 
such  thing  as  an  infinite  number.  It  is  a  contradiction  in 
terms.     The  phrase  contains  two  ideas  that  are  mutually  ex- 
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elusive.  To  number  is  to  numerate,  to  count,  and  a  number  is 
that  which  can  be  counted  or  reckoned.  Whether  we  look  at 
its  etymology  or  its  usage  we  get  the  same  meaning.  But  this 
excludes  the  infinite  by  its  very  definition.  The  infinite  num- 
ber then,  if  it  can  be  counted,  is  not  infinite ;  if  not,  is  not  a  num- 
ber. And  yet  we  do  speak  of  infinite  numbers  sometimes,  e.  g., 
the  infinite  series  in  mathematics  is  said  to  have  an  infinite 
number  of  terms.  But  this  is  only  an  accommodation  of  lan- 
guage. It  no  more  implies  an  actual  infinite  number  than  the 
rising  or  the  setting  sun  implies  a  stationary  earth  with  the  sun 
actually  circling  around  it  All  that  can  be  meant  by  the  infi- 
nite number  of  terms  of  a  series  is,  that,  whatever  number  of 
terms  we  may  assign  to  it,  more  can  be  added.  The  number  of 
terms  actually  taken  must  always  be  definite,  and  the  infinity 
of  the  terms  means  nothing  else  than  infinity  means  always  and 
everywhere,  viz :  that  more  can  always  be  added,  that  go  as 
far  as  you  may  there  is  room  for  more  beyond.  The  infinity 
belongs  not  to  the  number  of  terms  but  to  the  series.  The 
series  is  infinite.  It  is  infinite  with  respect  to  the  number  of 
its  terms.  And  this  means  simply  and  solely  that  the  series 
always  stretches  beyond  any  and  all  possible  number  of  terms. 
But  it  may  be  said,  this  is  true  as  long  as  the  numbers  have 
an  assignable  value,  but  there  are  numbers  which  are  beyond 
assignable  value,  and  it  is  these  numbers  which  express  the 
terms  of  our  infinite  serie&  But  what  is  meant  by  numbers 
that  are  beyond  assignable  value?  or  how  do  we  come  by 
such  numbers  ?  All  that  cai\  be  meant  is  that  we  have  not 
the  means  of  determining  the  value.  If  a  number  is  indeter- 
minate, it  is  because  we  lack  the  data  or  the  conditions  requisite 
for  determining  it  The  data  given  or  the  conditions  furnished, 
we  could  fix  the  number  and  write  it  down  in  plain  figures. 
No  infinity  then  can  lurk  in  indeterminate  numbers*  But  the 
number  of  terms  of  the  atheist's  series  of  cycles  of  past  time  is 
simply  indeterminate.  He  can  not  tell  how  many  there  are, 
therefore  they  are  beyond  all  count  I  It  is  a  number  without 
number!  It  is  these  indeterminate  numbers  that  make  the 
mischief  The  infinite  of  the  mathematician  sometimes  means 
these.  "  The  infinite  in  mathematics  is  not  invariably  beyond 
the  power  of  measurement,  not  absolutely  boundless,  but  be- 
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yond  the  need  of  measurement"  {AppletorCs  Cyclopedia^  Art  ^ 
Infinitesimal.)  It  may  be  beyond  human  power  of  measure- 
ment, but  not  absolutely  beyond  all  power  of  it  We  might, 
for  instance,  inquire  what  would  be  the  value  of  the  last  term 
of  the  series  of  natural  numbers.  1,  2,  S,  &c.,  written  compactly 
in  a  column  reaching  from  here  to  the  sun.  We  might  inquire 
the  sum  of  the  terms  of  a  rapidly  increasing  geometrical  series, 
whose  number  of  terms  would  require  for  counting  them  all 
the  time  of  the  geologic  ages  of  the  earth  past  and  future. 
Such  quantities  as  these  would  be  mathematical  infinites,  but 
no  real  infinites.  Each  of  them  would  be  a  number  exact  and 
definite,  though  we  could  not  get  at  it.  And  the  reason  why 
we  can  not  compass  these  numbers  lies  in  the  limitation  of  our 
fiujultiea  But  the  reason  why  we  cannot  compass  infinity  does 
not  lie  in  any  such  limitation  of  power.  On  the  contrary,  our 
denial  of  the  possibility  of  compassing  it  is  founded  upon  the 
very  power  we  do  possess,  the  power  of  discerning  what  the 
infinite  is,  the  power  of  perceiving  it  as  something  beyond  com- 
pass, and  which  can  not  therefore  be  constituted.  Divine 
power  is  no  nearer  to  making  it  up  than  human,  because  it  is 
a  matter  to  which  power  does  not  apply,  and  this  i»cX  our 
faculties  enable  us  to  discern. 

There  is  then  no  possibility  of  an  infinite  number  which  can 
give  the  atheist  terms  enough  in  his  series  of  cycles  of  past  time 
to  reach  infinity.  In  his  strivings  to  reach  it,  he  may  wing  his 
way  upward  till  he  comes  into  the  region  of  the  clouds,  where  he 
can  see  no  farther,  and  from  the  dimness  of  his  circumscribed 
vision  he  may  draw  the  conclusion  that  he  has  got  the  gauge 
of  the  infinite  heights.  But  he  has  but  to  return  to  terra  firma, 
and  direct  his  eye  to  the  clear  height  of  a  cloudless  heaven,  and 
by  the  simple  intuition  that  God  has  given  him,  he  may  dis- 
cern the  infinite,  not  as  any  continuation  or  enlargement  of  the 
finite,  not  a  mere  negation  of  the  finite,  but  a  positive  dictum 
of  his  reason,  which  when  grasped  excludes  the  finite  and  so 
can  not  be  made  up  by  repetitions  of  the  finite,  even  should 
the  Infinite  God  himself  be  supposed  to  undertake  the  task, 
since  such  a  supposition  involves  a  bald  contradiction.  There 
can  be  no  infinite  number  of  cosmical  cycles,  no  totality  of  an 
infinite  series  of  them.    If  such  cycles  have  preceded  the  pre- 
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sent,  they  have  a  number,  they  are  capable  of  being  counted. 
In  our  ignorance  we  can  not  know  what  the  number  is,  but  by 
our  knowledge  we  can  know  assuredly  that  it  is.  We  can 
know  that  it  is  definite  and  finite.  It  had  a  beginning  then, 
and  in  the  beginning  GocL  Let  the  atheist  conjure  with  his 
cycles  as  he  may,  he  can  never  get  out  of  them  an  eternity  of 
past  duration  until  infinity  ceases  to  be  infinity,  and  even  then 
his  eternity  can  never  be  without  beginning. 

Once  more  the  atheist  may  say,  even  if  we  concede  the 
validity  of  these  reasonings  from  the  nature  of  infinity,  the 
theist  gains  nothing  by  them,  since  in  disproving  an  eternal  suc- 
cession of  universes,  he  at  the  same  time  disproves  the  eternity 
of  God.  If  worlds  cannot  have  existed  through  a  past  eternity, 
neither  can  God.  Whatever  difficulties  beset  the  one  supposi- 
tion must  lie  equally  against  the  other.  It  is  therefore  still 
true  that  we  can  as  well  conceive  of  the  forces  of  nature  acting 
eternally  as  of  God  so  acting.  Herbert  Spencer,  speaking  of 
the  atheist^s  self -existent  universe,  says :  "  To  form  a  conception 
of  self-existence  is  to  form  a  conception  of  existence  without  a 
beginning.  Now  by  no  mental  efibrt  can  we  do  this.  To  con- 
ceive existence  through  infinite  past  time  implies  the  concep- 
tion of  infinite  past  time,  which  is  an  impossibility."  {First 
Principles,  p.  81.)  But  he  has  the  same  difficulty  with  regard 
to  a  self-existent  God.  For  he  says ;  "  Those  who  cannot  con- 
ceive a  self-existent  universe,  and  who  therefore  assume  a 
creator  as  the  source  of  the  universe,  take  for  granted  that  they 
can  conceive  a  self-existent  creator.  But  they  delude  them- 
selves." "  As  unlimited  duration  is  inconceivable ;  all  those 
formal  ideas  into  which  it  enters  are  also  inconceivable."  (Id., 
pp.  85,  86.)  Thus  he  consigns  universe  and  Deity  alike  to  the 
limbo  of  the  unknown  and  unknowabla 

Now  such  notions  spring  from  a  wrong  conception  of  what  is 
involved  in  the  eternity  of  God.  They  take  for  granted  that  it 
is  made  up  of  consecutive  periods  of  time.  But  this  cannot  be. 
If  this  were  what  is  meant  by  the  eternity  of  God,  that  eter- 
nity would  be  not  only  inconceivable  but  impossible.  The 
reasoning  above  would  be  valid  against  it  We  are  creatures 
of  time.  Far  other  is  He.  "  The  high  and  lofty  One  that  in- 
habiteth  eternity"  is  raised  above  the  confines  of  time.     His 
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eternity  is  independent  of  time ;  it  is  altogether  aside  from  it 
His  very  infinity  raises  Him  above  it  There  can  be  no  such 
operations  of  His  intelligence  as  are  these  of  ours,  which  come 
to  us  in  succession.  There  is  no  such  succession  to  Him ;  if  there 
were,  there  must  have  been  a  beginning.  Our  comprehension 
being  limited,  different  objects  of  comprehension  must  come  to 
XLS  in  succession,  but  infinite  comprehension  must  grasp  all 
together.  Finite  knowledge  must  add  each  new  increment  to 
its  stock  of  knowledge  successively ;  infinite  knowledge  contains 
all  things,  there  is  nothing  to  be  added  to  it  We  must  learn 
in  time ;  God  cannot  learn,  for  there  can  be  nothing  of  which  He 
is  ignorant  Every  perception,  whether  by  the  senses  or  by  the 
reason,  puts  us  into  possession  of  that  which  before  we  had  not, 
and  so  must  come  after  our  previous  state ;  the  Infinite  cannot 
perceive,  for  there  can  be  nothing  which  is  not  already  within 
His  grasp.  We  recall  the  past  by  bringing  that  again  before 
the  mind  which  has  once  been  there  and  then  been  lost  out  of 
sight ;  the  Infinite  cannot  lose  sight  of  anything  and  so  cannot 
remember.  We  reason  from  premises  to  conclusion,  arriving  at 
new  knowledge  by  the  process ;  all  conclusions — all  that  would 
be  conclusions  to  us — are  under  the  immediate  intuition  of 
infinite  knowledge ;  there  can  be  no  process  of  discernment  and 
nothing  new  to  be  known.  God  seeth  not  as  man  seeth,  for  man 
must  open  his  eyes  upon  what  he  would  discern,  and  then  can 
bring  but  a  speck  of  the  wide  universe  within  the  range  of  his 
vision  ;  to  God  all  things  are  naked  and  open ;  they  are  open  to 
Him ;  He  need  not  open  an  eye  upon  them.  The  infinity  of 
space,  the  infinity  of  time,  the  universe  of  objects  in  time  and 
space,  all  possible  universes,  everything  in  everyone,  through 
the  whole  circuit  of  its  existence,  all  are  open  to  Him.  They 
are  known  to  Him  by  no  effort  of  His  understanding ;  His  all- 
comprehending  infinitude  does  in  and  of  itself  contain  them  all. 
Man  occupies  a  given  space,  he  has  locality  and  can  pass  from 
one  portion  of  space  to  another  only  in  a  succession  of  time  ; 
God  is  not  held  by  the  confines  of  space  and  never  goes  from 
place  to  place. 

In  such  ways  as  these  it  appears  that  while  man's  existence 
is  one  continuous  movement  occupying  time,  it  is  not  so  with 
God.     With  Him  is  no  development,  no  evolution,  no  progres- 
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sion,  no  succession.  He  is  the  unchanging  One,  and  is  so  by 
the  very  infinitude  of  His  nature.  All  creation  is  in  a  perpet- 
ual flux,  and  it  is  so  by  the  very  finiteness  of  its  nature.  But 
such  flux  is  impossible  to  the  infinite  by  reason  of  the  infinity. 
The  river  flows  in  its  channel,  Lahitur  et  labetur  in  omne^  volu- 
bilis,  aevum.  The  ocean  rests  in  its  bed,  which  it  fills,  and  by 
its  very  fulness  it  cannot  run  like  the  stream.  So  this  infinite 
nXT^poo/ia  rf}S  ^eorrjro^ — this  "  Fulness  of  Him  that  filleth  all 
in  all"  because  it  is  unbounded,  can  make  none  of  our  time- 
requiring  movements ;  it  must  abide  forever  unchangeable  in 
that  timeless  eternity  which  only  can  be  its  abode.  By  the  in- 
finity of  His  power  He  could  produce  the  creation  and  give  it 
all  its  changesw  He  could  produce  it  such  that  all  its  evolutions 
would  follow — ^all  that  any  evolutionist  would  argue — ^Himself 
involving  at  the  beginning  whatever  should  be  evolved  through 
all  the  cycles  of  time,  however  long  and  however  numerous  they 
might  be.  The  stream  of  events  may  broaden  as  it  will,  it  may 
lengthen  as  it  will,  but  it  cannot,  as  we  have  proved,  be  with- 
out a  source.  That  source  is  God.  He  is  the  great  fountain 
whence  it  flows.  In  producing  such  a  universe  as  He  did,  the 
categories  of  time  and  space  became  necessary  for  its  existence. 
Matter  would  not  be  matter  unless  it  were  extended,  and  for 
extension  there  must  be  spaca  Spirit  would  not  be  spirit  with- 
out its  activities,  and  for  these  activities  there  must  be  time. 
Who  will  venture  to  say  that  God  could  not  have  made  a  uni- 
verse which  should  have  been  neither  material  nor  spiritual,  and 
which  therefore  should  have  required  neither  space  nor  time  as 
conditions  of  its  existence,  requiring  perhaps  instead  of  them 
some  other  conditions  of  which  we  now  can  have  no  conception  ? 
And  who  will  declare  that  time  and  space  would  in  that  case 
have  had  existence,  any  more  than  the  supposed  conditions  of 
our  hypothetical  creation  now  have,  save  only  in  the  infinite 
mind  of  God,  which  must  be  supposed  to  contain  all  things 
possible  as  well  as  all  things  actual  ?  '*  We  are  constrained  to 
believe,"  says  Dr.  McCosh,  "  that  space  and  time  have  an  exist- 
ence independent  of  us,  but  we  are  not  compelled  to  believe 
that  they  have  an  existence  independent  of  everything  else,  and 
least  of  all  independent  of  God ;  we  must  keep  ourselves  from 
falling  into  the  heathen  sin  of  deifying  Chronos."    {Intuitions 
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of  the  Mind,  p.  186.)  The  eternity  of  God  is  before  all  time, 
above  all  time ;  it  is  without  tima  God  is  the  great  foantain 
whence  time  flows,  the  creation  which  we  know  is  all  afloat 
upon  its  stream ;  but  it  was  He  that  launched  it,  and  so  its  every 
movement  is  His,  since  all  times  are  in  His  hand.  Time  then 
had  a  beginning  but  not  eternity.  This  is  without  beginning 
of  days  or  end  of  years,  without  days  or  years  at  all.  And  so 
God  is  without  beginning,  but  He  is  not  so  because  Hi^  existence 
has  been  running  on  through  an  infinity  of  periods  of  time  past, 
for  His  existence  is  not  a  movement  as  is  ours,  but  He  is  with- 
out beginning  because  He  inhabiteth  eternity  ;  and  time,  though 
it  makes  up  our  experience,  does  not  enter  into  His.  He  com- 
prehends time  as  He  comprehends  space,  He  rules  one  as  He 
rules  the  other.  He  Alls  the  one  as  He  fills  the  other.  But  we 
do  not  conceive  of  Him  as  filling  space  by  being  an  infinitely 
extended  substance  difiFused  through  space,  and  no  mora  should 
we  conceive  of  Him  as  filling  time  by  living  through  it  as  we 
do.  All  we  can  mean  by  His  filling  space,  all  we  can  mean  by 
His  omnipresence,  is  that  His  omniscience  extends  and  His  om- 
nipotence rules  over  all  objects  that  exist  in  space ;  and  all  we 
can  mean  by  His  filling  time,  is  that  the  same  knowledge  and 
*  power  reach  through  time  in  like  manner  as  they  reach  through 
space,  comprehending  whatever  exists  in  time  the  same  as  what- 
ever exists  in  space.* 

*  "  We  heftr  those  who  would  be  startled  at  the  assersion  of  the  independent 
ezistenoe  of  matter,  speaking  of  a  nature  of  things  as  limiting  God's  action,  and 
oonstituting  laws  external  to  Him ;  of  geometrical  principles  and  of  right  as  as- 
signing superior  rules  to  His  rational  and  moral  nature.  This  conception  is  that 
of  a  necessary  framework  of  order  found  by  Deity,  anticipating  and  giving  condi- 
tions to  His  action.  Thus  Qod  ceases  again  to  be  the  absolute,  in  Himself  the 
complete  and  only  source  alike  of  all  things,  events,  and  their  rational  forms.  Gk)d 
as  the  supreme,  uncreated  reason,  finds  every  law  of  thought,  of  rational  action  in 
Himself,  and  under  the  laws  of  His  own  mind,  as  frameworks  of  order.  He  con- 
structs a  universe.  That  nature  of  things  which  we  find,  which  rules  our  thoughts 
snd  actions,  is  to  God  His  own  nature.  Geometric  principles  arising  from  the 
nature  of  thought,  of  mind,  do  not  fiow  in  upon  God  from  matter,  but  out  from  God 
on  matter,  to  and  through  His  universe,  receiving  its  fixed,  necessary  constitution 
from  those  rational  powers  which  shaped  it  The.  immutable  foundations  of  nature 
are  not  laid  in  itsell  but  rest  back  on  the  rock—the  Bock  of  Ages.  Mind  is  the 
sonroe  of  law  to  nature,  not  nature  to  mind."  (Prof.  Bascom  in  Bib,  Sac^  Oct.* 
1867,  p.  727.) 
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Time  then  had  a  beginning,  and  in  the  beginning  God  created 
the  universe  to  which  we  belong.  Before  the  creation,  time 
was  not,  for  there  was  no  succession,  no  revolution  of  days  or 
years,  no  periods,  no  cycles,  no  changes  of  any  kind,  nothing 
but  God  and  He  without  change.  And  when  we  say  that  God 
was  before  all  worlds,  it  is  not  that  the  time  of  His  existence 
antedated  the  worlds,  for  that  would  be  to  carry  the  element  of 
time  back  into  His  eternity,  it  would  be  to  suppose  a  time  pre- 
vious to  existing  time,  to  suppose  time  to  be  before  time  began. 
It  can  only  mean  that  from  him  as  its  source  sprang  the  crea- 
tion, from  Him  as  He  is  in  His  timeless  eternity  came  the  uni- 
verse— the  universe  with  all  its  times  and  its  spaces — the  uni- 
verse to  be  the  abode  of  rational  beings,  to  whom  time  and  space 
are  such  realities  that  we  are  unable  to  conceive  of  their  non- 
existence. 

We  are  indeed  unable  to  form  an  adequate  notion  of  God's  time- 
less eternity.  We  are  compelled  to  conceive  of  Him  as  coexisting 
with  us,  i.  e.,  as  existing  in  time  as  we  do.  We  have  no  expe- 
rience of  any  mode  of  existence  diflFerent  in  this  respect  from 
our  own,  and  we  can  have  no  observation  of  any.  By  reason 
of  the  limitation  of  our  faculties,  therefore,  we  are  unable  to 
form  the  notion  of  God's  timeless  existence,  but  it  is  not  above 
our  comprehension  that  there  can  be  such  an  existence.  We 
may  see  that  it  is,  without  being  able  to  see  how  it  is.  And 
seen  in  this  light  the  self-existence  of  the  Eternal  One  is  no 
longer  the  "inconceivable"  and  the  "unthinkable"  idea  which 
it  is  to  Herbert  Spencer  and  his  fellows,  as  they  look  upon  Him 
only  as  dwelling  among  temporal  things — Himself  temporal 
like  unto  theuL  We  seem  to  hear  His  voice  saying  to  such  a 
man,  "  Thou  thoughtest  that  I  was  altogether  such  an  one  as 
thyself." 

There  is  self-existence  somewhere ;  the  fact  of  existence  in 
any  wise  necessitates  self-existence  as  the  starting  point  The 
universe  can  not  be  self-existent  because  it  must  have  had  a 
beginning.  The  eternal  God,  whose  eternity  precludes  a  begin- 
ning, must  be  self-existent  if  He  is  at  all,  and  He  must  be,  else 
there  is  no  accounting  for  the  things  that  did  begin.  Nay,  no 
sooner  is  it  seen  that  there  is  a  mode  of  existence  for  Him 
which  does  not  carry  Him  into  the  region  of  the  unthinkable 
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and  unknowable,  than  the  logical  mind  must  grasp  the  idea  as 
the  key  that  unlocks  the  mystery  of  the  existence  of  the  uni- 
verse. For  the  Eternal  One  must  also  be  infinite,  and  infinite 
power  conjoined  with  infinite  wisdom  is  adequate  to  the  pro- 
duction of  all  possible  effects.  God's  existence  being  once 
made  conceivable,  we  should  be  obliged  to  assume  it  even  if  we 
could  also  conceive  of  an  infinite  series  of  worlds.  For  were 
the  infinite  series  of  worlds  possible,  even  this  would  not  ade- 
quately account  for  the  existence  of  the  worlds,  as  has  been  well 
stated  by  Herbert  Spencer  himself.  He  says,  "  Even  were  self- 
existence  conceivable  " — he  is  speaking  of  the  self-existence  of 
the  universe — "  it  would  not  in  any  sense  be  an  explanation  of 
the  universe.  No  one  will  say  that  the  existence  of  an  object 
at  the  present  moment  is  made  easier  to  understand  by  the  dis 
covery  that  it  existed  an  hour  ago,  or  a  day  ago,  or  a  year  ago ; 
and  if  its  existence  now  is  not  made  in  the  least  degree  more 
comprehensible  by  its  existence  during  some  previous  finite 
period  of  time,  then  no  accumulation  of  such  finite  periods, 
even  could  we  extend  them  to  an  infinite  period,  would  make 
it  more  comprehensible.  Thus  the  Atheistic  theory  is  not 
only  absolutely  unthinkable,  but  even  if  it  were  thinkable 
uxmfd  not  be  a  solution.  The  assertion  that  the  Universe  is 
self-existent  does  not  really  carry  us  beyond  the  cognition  of 
its  present  existence,  and  so  leaves  us  with  a  mere  restatement 
of  the  mystery."  {first  Prin,^  p.  81.)  And  if  its  bare  exist- 
ence would  fail  thus  to  be  accounted  for,  much  more  the  won- 
derful order  and  harmony  that  pervades  every  part  of  it — 
much  more  the  evidences  of  adaptation  and  intelligent  design 
of  which  it  is  full  to  overflowing,  which  press  themselves  so 
strongly  upon  the  attention,  and  which  to  the  popular  appre- 
hension will  doubtless  always  be  the  chief  considerations 
among  the  evidences  nature  can  give  us.  If  what  exists  needs 
accounting  for  at  all,  we  can  not  follow  any  track  in  our 
attempts  to  do  it  that  will  not  lead  us  ultimately  to  God.  If 
we  "take  the  wings  of  the  morning  and  dwell  in  the  uttermost 
parts,"  whether  of  space  or  of  time,  we  shall  be  able  to  find  no 
infinite  stretch  of  either  where  His  hand  shall  not  lead  us  and 
His  right  hand  hold  us.  There  is  no  escaping  this  conclusion, 
let  us  take  what  path  we  may  in  accounting  for  the  things  that 
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ara  Only  by  denying  either  the  necessity  of  the  inquiry,  or 
the  competency  of  our  faculties  to  make  it,  can  we  fail  to  find 
God  eventually.  And  in  the  end  we  believe  the  brunt  of  the 
battle  for  theism  will  be,  not  where  just  now  its  greatest  noise 
is  heard,  viz :  in  the  domain  of  physical  science,  but  upon  a  dif- 
ferent and  a  more  difficult  field.  Our  knowledge — what  are 
the  grounds  of  its  certitude ?  Where  lie  its  foundations?  Are 
the  senses  the  only  inlet  of  our  knowledge,  or  does  it  come 
through  the  intuitions  of  the  reason  also?  Is  experience  the 
primary  ground  of  belief  or  are  there  native  born  convictions, 
which  we  not  only  may  but  must  use  or  stop  reasoning  alto- 
gether, and  relying  on  which  we  may  know  that  our  foundations 
can  not  be  shaken  ?  Is  there  an  infinite  or  is  there  nothing  but 
an  immeasurably  great  ?  Are  causes  and  effects  to  be  to  us  mat- 
ters of  mere  sequence  or  is  there  a  veritable  bond  uniting  them 
— a  power,  an  efficiency,  a  force  whose  origin  we  may  seek  and 
find  ?  It  is  the  battle  of  the  philosophies.  These  and  kindred 
questions  settled  and  settled  aright,  the  rest  will  follow.  Here 
is  the  citadel.  The  other  questions  are  the  outposts.  When 
the  citadel  is  carried  the  outposts  will  fall.  Let  the  fight  go  on 
indeed  all  over  the  field,  and  we  know  the  right  shall  prevail. 
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Abtiglb  VL— the   UNITT   OF   THE   CHURCH. 

The  recent  convocation  of  the  Evangelical  Alliance  held  in 
New  York,  if  it  did  not  claim  or  have  the  authority  of  an  oecu- 
menical council,  was  a  significant  event  as  marking  the 
advance  of  a  true  idea  in  the  world.  Its  occurrence  in  the  New 
World  itself  showed  progress  in  the  widening  circle  of  liberal 
Christian  sentiment.  The  meeting  was  a  far  more  impressive 
and  important  one  than  had  been  anticipated  bj  its  most  san* 
guine  advocates.  It  was  the  testimony  of  all  who  watched  its 
progress  that  it  grew  upon  them  steadily,  that  its  interest  was 
profound  and  wide-spread,  and  that  its  spirit  was  of  a  primi- 
tive type  of  Christianity.  It  was  characterized  by  a  forgetful- 
ness  of  what  was  narrow  and  selfish  in  the  past,  and  by  a  large 
and  scriptural  hopeftilness  prophetic  of  "greater  things  to  come. 
Were  it  not  too  bold  an  expression  we  would  say  that  the 
Spirit  of  God  took  possession  of  this  simple  instrumentality  to 
teach  men  divine  lessons,  and  there  flowed  forth  from  the  meet- 
ing a  secret  power  of  good  which  was  confessed  by  all  who  par- 
ticipated in  it,  and  was  confirmed  by  the  enlargement  and  ele- 
vation of  spirit  that  resulted  from  its  silent  influences.  Many 
who  came  from  curiosity  went  away  deepened  in  their  reli- 
gious convictions  and  purposes.  The  whole  Christian  commu- 
nity was  unexpectedly  ripe  for  it,  and  it  met  the  earnest  though 
undefined  yearnings  of  hundreds  and  thousands  of  souls,  in  all 
sections  of  the  Church,  for  a  freer  common  expression  of 
thought  and  feeling  upon  themes  that  belong  to  man's  higher 
nature,  and  that  rise  above  the  incessant  clamor  of  temporal 
interests — who  were  tired  of  differences  and  wished  to  show 
their  common  love  for  Christ  Even  if  it  aroused  opposi- 
tion and  has  stirred  up  controversy  upon  new  and  old  issues, 
that  showed  it  was  a  power.  As  its  crowded  sessions  went  on 
day  after  day  with  increasing  enthusiasm,  calm  but  deep,  it 
was  seen  by  all,  whether  friends  or  enemies  of  Christian  faith, 
that  Christianity  possessed  an  intellectual  vigor  at  least  equal 
to  the  demands  of  the  age ;  that  it  was  also  thoroughly  in  eam- 
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est  to  cope  with  the  living  problems  of  the  day,  and  that,  on 
the  same  platform,  the  earnest  worker  gained  for  himself  as 
close  a  hearing  as  the  ablest  thinker ;  that  there  was  no  repres- 
sion of  humor  and  the  human  element,  and  that  they  who  took 
part  were  evidently  among  the  happiest  as  well  as  most  loving 
of  men ;  that  there  could  be  disagreement  among  members  in 
matters  of  opinion,  and  strenuous  discussion  even  upon  radical 
points,  without  the  disturbance  of  fraternal  feeling;  and,  above 
all,  it  was  seen  that  Christians  of  various  churches,  languages, 
cultures,  garbs,  and  complexions,  from  all  parts  of  the  earth, 
were,  in  a  deeper  sense,  truly  one.  That  was  the  significant 
fact.  That  was  what  made  the  meeting  a  kind  of  spiritual 
nilometer,  indicating  the  height  to  which  the  waters  of  religious 
opinion  and  sentiment  had  risen. 

There  may  not  have  been,  and,  from  the  nature  of  the 
organization,  could  not  have  been,  in  this  meeting  of  the 
Evangelical  Alliance,  a  positive  expression  of  the  unity  of  the 
Church,  although  there  was  an  expression  of  the  unity  of  true 
Christians;  but,  nevertheless,  a  gain  was  made  toward  the 
practical  recognition  in  the  world  of  the  great  idea  slowly 
and  wearily  struggling  to  make  its  way  in  men's  minds  and 
hearts,  of  the  unity  of  the  Christian  Church. 

This  truth  undoubtedly  now  exists  as  an  ideal  truth,  or,  we 
should  rather  say,  it  is  a  truth  which  has  not  as  yet  wrought 
itself  out  into  an  objective  fact,  although  there  is  no  more 
real  truth.     It  is  true, 

1.  From  the  nature  of  things.  In  every  object,  philosophi- 
cally conceived,  its  unity  precedes  its  diversity.  Both  in  an 
absolute  and  relative  sense  the  law  of  unity  is  a  fundamental 
law  of  all  being.  The  arguments  that  prove  the  absolute  be- 
ing of  God  also  go  to  prove  his  unity,  even  as  the  very  ex- 
istence of  the  human  soul  proves  its  unity.  First  the  one, 
then  the  many.  First  unity,  then  variety  in  unity.  And 
especially  is  this  essential  law  of  unity  true  in  the  relative 
sense  of  the  term,  as  comprehending  the  relations  of  things  to 
one  another.  Nothing  is  perfect  which  stands  alone,  or  which 
is  cut  off  from  its  true  relations  to  other  objects.  Through  all 
creation  runs  this  law  of  interdependency,  of  union,  of  mutual 
support  and  perfection,  binding  the  stars  together  in  their 
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courses.  This  comes  from  a  common  plan  enstamped  upon 
all  things  by  a  one  common  Creator.  When  we  apply  this 
principle  to  man,  especially  in  his  highest  religious  nature  and 
relations,  we  cannot  escape  from  the  binding  force  of  the  law 
of  unity.  In  origin,  all  men  are  one.  In  the  law  of  righteous- 
ness which  is  impressed  upon  their  consciences  and  hearts, 
they  are  one.  In  the  consequences  of  their  actions,  their  aims 
and  destinies,  they  are  one.  In  their  mutual  wants,  sympa- 
thies, feelings,  and  affections  as  members  of  the  human  family, 
they  are  one.  And  is  it  to  be  supposed  that  in  their  spiritual 
interests  they  can  be  separated  ?  Can  they  live  in  these  with- 
out mutual  dependency  and  union  ?  Can  they  exist  in  ex- 
clusiveness?  Can  they  break  the  law  of  unity  in  these 
higher  spiritual  things  where  they  come  nearer  to  the  one 
Divine  Will  and  Spirit  ?  The  best  minds,  therefore,  in  all  ages 
discerning  the  one  original  plan  of  God  in  men's  natures,  have 
yearned  lor  a  true  reli^ous  as  well  as  political  unification  of 
the  race.  The  longings  for  "the  ciiy  of  God"  have  been 
transferred  by  great  and  devout  minds  to  a  future  state,  only 
because  it  seemed  impossible  that  there  should  be  even  an 
approximate  realization  of  this  high  and  joyful  truth  on  the 
earth.  Boman  Catholicism,  from  an  inherent  error  in  its 
theory,  has  not  succeeded  in  its  attempt  to  carry  out  the  idea 
of  a  universal  church ;  but  this  ill-success  by  no  means  proves 
that  the  idea  is  not  philosophical,  is  not  one  that  is  true  in  the 
nature  of  things,  is  not  ouq  that  is  intuitive  to  the  human 
mind  when  freed  from  prejudice  and  selfishness,  is  not  one 
that  is  possible  and  shall  be  finally  realized.  As  9ure  as  men, 
made  of  one  blood,  shall  be  at  length  united  in  a  broad 
political  brotherhood,  recognizing  the  equal  rights  of  each 
nation  and  each  individual  before  the  law,  and  binding  them- 
selves to  mutual  acts  and  responsibilities  for  each  other's  tem- 
poral safety  and  welfare,  so  there  shall  be,  by  the  constitution 
of  things,  a  like  union  in  religion,  a  world-church  com- 
prehending the  whole  human  race,  one  holy  Catholic  Church, 
whose  members  are  members  one  of  another,  recognizing  each 
other  in  every  right,  in  every  sympathy,  in  every  duty  and 
responsibility,  and  bound  together  in  a  unity  where  nature  is 
made  doubly  nature  by  the  Spirit  of  God. 
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2.  From  the  testimony  of  Scripture  and  the  type  of  the  primi- 
tive Apostolical  Church.  The  church  of  the  first  disciples  was 
the  "  one  body"  of  Christ  '*  For  as  the  body  is  one  and  hath 
many  members,  and  all  the  members  of  that  one  body,  being 
many,  are  one  body,  so  also  is  Christ ;  for  by  one  spirit  we  are 
all  baptized  into  one  body."  There  was  in  the  apostolic  period 
a  true  corporate  union  existing  among  all  the  various  members 
of  Christ's  body,  the  Church — ^not  merely  a  spiritual,  but  a 
bodily,  or,  in  a  true  sense,  vital  and  organic  union.  This 
union  embraced  all  believers,  and  was  as  wide  as  the  world. 
Neander,  who  as  a  Church  historian  unites  philosophic  pro- 
fundity with  the  most  reverent  care  for  the  truth,  speaks  thus 
of  the  typical  idea  of  the  Apostolic  Church :  "  But  this  con- 
sciousness of  divine  life  received  from  Christ,  is  necessarily 
followed  by  the  recognition  of  a  communion  which  embraces 
all  mankind,  and  passes  beyond  the  boundaries  of  earthly  ex- 
istence, the  consciousness  of  the  Holy  Spirit  as  the  spirit 
producing  and  animating  this  communion, — the  consciousness 
of  the  unity  of  the  divine  life  shared  by  all  believers,  a  unity 
which  counterbalances  all  the  other  differences  existing  among 
mankind,  as  had  been  already  manifested  at  the  first  promulga- 
tion of  Christianity,  when  the  most  marked  contrarieties  aris- 
ing either  from  religion,  national  peculiarities,  or  mental  culture, 
were  reconciled,  and  the  persons  whom  they  had  kept  at  a 
distance  from  each  other  became  united  in  vital  communion."* 
Again  :  "This  is  no  abstract  representation,  but  a  truly  living 
reality.  K  in  all  the  widely  spread  Christian  communities, 
amidst  all  the  diversity  of  human  peculiarities  animated  by 
the  same  spirit,  only  the  consciousness  of  this  higher  unity  and 
communion  were  retained,  as  Paul  desired,  this  would  be  the 
most  glorious  appearance  of  the  one  Christian  Church  in 
which  the  kingdom  of  God  represents  itself  on  earth ;  and  no 
outward  constitution,  no  system  of  episcopacy,  no  council,  still 
less  any  organization  by  the  State,  which  would  substitute 
something  foreign  to  its  nature,  could  render  the  idea  of  a 
Christian  Church  more  real  or  concrete; "f 

To  bring  this  idea  of  the  one  apostolic  and  universal  church 

*  PkmUng  and  Jk'aining,  B.  yi,  G.  i.  f  Id.  note. 
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into  something  like  a  definite  statement,  we  would  saj,  that  he 
who  studies  with  unprejudiced  mind  the  scriptural  account  of 
the  planting  of  the  primitive  Church,  freeing  his  mind  from  the 
influence  of  subsequent  historical  developments  and  following 
the  New  Testament  record  pure  and  simple,  must  come  to 
the  conclusion  that,  during  the  life  of  the  apostles,  who,  under 
Christ  established  the  constitution  of  the  Church,  the  Christian 
Church  was  formed  of  various  communities  of  believers,  in 
and  out  of  Jerusalem,  and  also  in  cities  and  nations  other  than 
Jewish,  who,  though  varied,  still  all  held  together  as  the  real 
members  of  one  body,  with  recognized  relations  to  each  other, 
and  with  mutual  duties  and  responsibilities  arising  from  such 
a  corporate  union.  They  were  one  body.  The  apostles  never 
thought  of  anything  else.  Christ  was  not  divided.  The 
doings  of  the  Church  in  Antioch  were  a  common  and  serious 
concern  of  the  Church  in  Jerusalem.  The  membership  of  the 
Church  in  Ephesus  was  a  membership  of  the  Church  in  Anti- 
och. A  man  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  Christ  rather 
than  of  the  Church  of  Jerusalerp.  The  Church  at  Jerusalem 
was  only  one  of  the  doors,  or  inlets,  by  which  he  entered  into 
the  one  temple  and  kingdom  of  Christ  This  kingdom  was 
world  wide;  this  Church  was  a  universal  Church.  It  was  a 
greater  idea  than  that  of  the  Roman  Empire.  An  idea  like 
that  fired  the  hearts  of  the  first  disciples  and  evangelists  to  go 
forth  to  the  conquest  of  the  whole  world  for  Christ,  and  be- 
cause we  have  lost  this  great  idea,  we  have  grown  cold  in  our 
zeal  for  the  world's  redemption. 

This  then,  we  conceive  to  be  the  type  of  the  primitive 
Apostolic  Church,  a  unity  in  diversity  in  which  the  diversity 
was  as  nothing  to  the  unity, — in  which  the  diversity  was  chiefly 
human  and  the  unity  divine.  It  was  a  union  not  only  spirit- 
ual but  visible,  or  organically  corporate.  When  numerous 
minor  churches  began  to  be  formed,  difierences  began  to  de- 
velop themselves,  since  neither  Christ  nor  his  apostles  laid 
down  a  uniform  model  of  church  organization.  Such  diflferences 
already  existed  between  the  Jewish  and  Hellenic  Churches  in 
the  apostles'  time — but  these  did  not  break  the  union  ;  they 
did  not  divide  the  body  of  Christ  True  brotherhood,  com- 
munion, equality,  sympathy,  the  reciprocal  reference  of  diflScul- 
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ties,  the  recognition  of  mutual  responsibility  and  help,  the 
common  service  of  Christ  the  Head,  continued  constant  and 
unbroken.  It  was  a  real  union,  whereas  with  us  it  is  only  an 
ideal  or  theoretic  union. 

Here  then  we  have  set  before  us  a  type  of  the  Christian 
Church  which  is  not  even  ideal,  for  it  was  absolutely  realized. 
From  this  divine  type,  received  fresh  from  the  hands  of  Christ 
that  were  pierced  for  the  world's  redemption — ^from  this  perfect 
and  glorious  body  of  Christ,  which  shone  before  the  eyes  of  the 
first  disciples  in  simple  but  resplendent  beauty — ^the  Church 
very  soon  departed.  It  became  corrupt  and  could  not  sustain 
the  divine  unity  in  its  purity.  It  fell  away  from  tha  Head, 
and  thus  also  the  body  was  broken  up  into  many  irreconcilable 
parts  and  schisms.  But  to  this  apostolic  type  of  the  Christian 
Church  once  set  clearly  before  us  we  should  and  must  return, 
keeping  it  ever  in  view  as  a  stimulating  object  of  aspiration 
and  attainment 

One  of  the  great  and  at  first  sight  insurmountable  obstacles 
in  the  way  of  return  to  the  apostolic  idea  of  a  united  Church 
of  Christ  on  earth,  is  the  undue  love,  may  we  not  say  selfish 
love,  which  lingers  in  the  minds  of  Christians  for  their  own 
denominational  and  national  ecclesiastical  communions.  It  is 
the  spirit  of  ecclesiasticism  intensified  by  the  spirit  of  clanship 
and  nationality.  In  the  discussion  upon  this  topic  before  the 
Evangelical  Alliance,  Dr.  Hodge,  in  his  able  and  valuable  essay, 
made  use  of  a  classification,  which,  if  in  the  main  it  is  correct, 
is  assuredly  in  one  particular  (the  New  Testament  being  wit- 
ness) far  from  being  correct  The  term  exxXr^fficx  is  employed, 
he  affirms,  in  the  New  Testament,  in  three  ways: 

1.  As  denoting  scattered  believers  in  every  part  of  the  world 
without  regard  to  their  ecclesiastical  organizations. 

2.  As  applied  to  local  church  organizations. 

8.  As  signifying  national  or  denominational  churches. 

No  national,  or  denominational  church,  we  are  confident,  is 
spoken  of  in  the  New  Testament  There  is  no  **  Church  of 
Asia,"  there  is  no  "  Church  of  Europe."  There  are  "Churches 
of  Asia,"  "Churches  of  Macedonia,"  "Churches  of  Judea." 
There  is  not  even  the  church  of  a  city  spoken  of  exclusively 
as  such,  as  the  "  Church  of  Antioch,"  the  "  Church  of  Jeru- 
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salem;"  but  it  is  rather  the  "Church  at  Jerusalem/*  the 
"Church  at  Antioch,"  the  ''Church  in  Smyrna;"  it  is  the 
community  of  believers  that  are  collected  in  a  certain  city,  by 
which  local  or  geographical  name  it  is  most  conveniently  desig- 
nated The  translation  in  our  English  version  of  the  "  Church 
of  Ephesus,"  the  "  Church  of  Laodicea,"  etc,  when  critically 
examined  will  bear  out  this  view.  Special  pains  seems  indeed 
to  have  been  taken  by  the  writers  of  the  New  Testament  to 
give  no  shadow  of  authority  or  recognition  to  the  view  that  the 
Church  of  Christ  is  ever  narrowed  down  or  applied  to  a  nation, 
a  province,  or  even  a  city.  Neither  is  it  limited  to  a  Christian 
denomination,  or  "  a  church,"  as  it  is  now  called,  of  whatever 
name,  "  for  while  one  saith,  I  am  of  Paul ;  and  another,  I  am 
of  Apollos ;  are  ye  not  carnal  ?  Who  then  is  Paul,  and  who 
is  Apollos,  but  ministers  by  whom  ye  believed,  even  as  the 
Lord  gave  to  every  man  ?  For  other  foundation  can  no  man 
lay  than  is  laid,  which  is  Jesus  Christ"  Can  we  doubt  that  the 
same  apostolic  rebuke  applies  in  its  spirit  to  that  denomina- 
tionalism — in  so  far  as  it  is  divisive  and  is  built  upon  a  purely 
human  foundation — which  is  expressed  in  the  name  of  Lu- 
theran, Calvinist,  Wesleyan,  Presbyterian,  Episcopalian,  Baptist, 
Congregationalist,  whether  the  name  spring  from  a  minister,  an 
office,  a  rite,  or  a  polity  ?  Who  can  doubt  but  that  the  old  wur- 
names  of  Boman  Catholic  and  Protestant  lie  under  the  same 
apostolic  censure,  and  that  when  the  Church  returns  to  the  pure 
types  set  by  Christ  and  His  apostles  they  will  vanish  away  ? 

As  to  the  meaning  and  use  of  the  word  exxXrfCfia  in  the 
New  Testament  which  is  fundamental  to  this  subject — not  to 
draw  out  the  discussion,  which  is  intended  to  be  brief,  to  too 
great  length — we  would  oflFer  the  following  classification,  which, 
as  we  think  it  could  not  be  essentially  improved,  we  have 
taken,  with  some  modifications,  from  the  work  of  an  English 
writer  on  ecclesiastical  polity.     It  applies : — 

1.  To  all  true  believers  who  ever  have  existed,  or  ever  will 
exist,  who  compose  the  whole  body  of  Christ, — **  the  general 
assembly  and  church  of  the  first-bom,  which  are  written  in 
heaven." 

2.  To  all  Christ-confessing  disciples  of  whatever  name  or 
nature  on  the  earth,  the  whole  visible  Church  of  Christ,  as  in 
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the  passages :  ^^  The  Lord  added  to  the  church  daily  such  as 
should  be  saved;"  "Give  none  oflTence,  neither  to  the  Jews,  nor 
to  the  Gentiles,  nor  to  the  Church  of  God." 

8.  To  every  distinct  community,  assembly,  or  even  house- 
hold of  Christian  believers,  gathered  together  for  the  purpose  of 
religious  worship  and  service  in  any  given  place,  as  "The 
Churches  of  Asia  salute  you,"  "  The  Church  which  was  in  Jeru- 
salem," "  The  Church  which  is  in  his  house." 

These  three  instances  of  the  use  of  the  word  in  the  New 
Testament  will  be  found,  we  believe,  to  cover  all  cases.  The 
more  comprehensive  use  originates  and  modifies  the  more 
restricted  uses.  First  the  one,  then  the  many.  Wherever  used, 
the  term  represents  the  real  body  of  Christ,  either  as  a  universal 
whole,  or  as  an  integral  part  and  member  of  this  whole.  The 
arm  is  not  the  body,  but  still  we  call  it  our  body.  The  member 
of  the  body  of  Christ,  which  was  represented  by  the  Church  at 
Antioch — call  it  the  arm — ^was  still  one  with  the  body  of  which 
Christ  was  the  Head.  It  represented  a  variety  of  the  unity. 
It  expressed  a  living  union,  not  life  isolated  and  independent, 
but  life  springing  from  and  nourished  by  the  one  common 
source — "for  by  one  Spirit  we  are  all  baptized  into  one  body" 
— "  one  Lord,  one  fidth,  one  baptism,  one  God  and  Father  of 
all,  who  is  above  all,  and  through  all,  and  in  you  all."  Hence, 
from  the  very  nature  of  the  Christian  Church  there  is  an  irre- 
sistible gravitation  toward  unity ;  men  cannot  help  it  even  if 
they  resist  it ;  it  is  inherent  in  the  origin  and  constitution  of  the 
Church  of  Christ ;  it  is  a  living  and  divine  law  ever  operative 
to  purify  the  Church  of  its  corruptions,  and  of  its  merely  human, 
imperfect,  and  selfish  elements,  and  to  bring  out  in  it  the  per- 
fect image  of  the  glorious  and  undivided  body  of  Christ 

Having  thus  endeavored  to  establish,  from  reason  and  Scrip- 
ture, the  truth  of  this  idea  of  the  unity  of  the  Church,  the  ques- 
tion now  arises,  which  we  can  only  touch  upon,  how  is  this 
scriptural  and  essential  unity — this  unity  which  exists  now  as 
truly  as  it  did  in  the  days  of  the  apostles,  although  obscured  and 
corrupted — ^to  be  redeemed  from  obscurity,  and  restored  to 
full  power  and  beneficent  working  in  the  Christian  Church  ? 

Like  the  summer  when  it  steals  over  an  ice-bound  continent 
i^d  melts  all  nature  into  one  green-waving  ocean  of  bloom,  so 
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the  warm  breath  of  the  Spirit  shall  at  some  day  bring  about 
this  change,  and  men  will  become  one  brotherhood  in  Christ 
Jesus,  without  knowing  that  they  were  ever  other  than  brethren  ; 
but  what  are  Christians  themselves  to  strive  after,  in  order  to 
hasten  this  blessed  day  of  the  Lord,  when  all  shall  be  one  as 
Christ  is  one  with  them  and  with  the  Father? 

Roman  Catholicism  has  tried  and  failed.  In  the  line  then 
of  the  Roman  Church,  and  of  all  hierarchical  churches,  by  la- 
boring to  bring  about  an  external  uniformity  in  church  organi- 
zation and  rule,  founded  upon  a  jure  divmo  assumption,  the 
problem  cannot  be  solved.  The  dominion  that  Pope  Innocent 
m.  laid  upon  the  whole  world,  and  all  its  powers,  has  been 
growing  less  and  less,  and  that  arrogated  ecclesiastical  unity, 
or  universality,  which  is  vitiated  by  the  simple  fact  that  an 
earthly  head  is  put  in  the  place  of  the  spiritual  Head,  has  been 
passing  slowly  off  the  surface  of  the  world  like  a  cloud,  nation 
after  nation  emerging  into  the  light  of  a  clearer  faith.  We  do 
not  say  this  in  hostility  to  the  Roman  Church,  or  in  denial  of 
its  claims  to  being  historically  and  essentiaUy  a  Christian 
Church,  though  bound  to  most  corrupting  and  almost  fatal 
errors  ;  but  we  say  that  it  has  failed  to  represent  the  apostolic 
idea  of  the  one  universal  Church.  We  honor  even  the  falsified 
but  majestic  shadow  of  this  idea  which  Catholicism  has  held  up, 
and  perhaps  it  will  be  her  mission,  when  purified  of  the  papacy 
and  other  **  adulterating  ingredients,"  as  Coleridge  calls  them, 
and  brought  to  a  spiritual  faith,  to  teach  us  this  great  lesson. 
But  it  will  not  be  in  the  line  of  external  uniformity  of  rule  and 
government,  or  of  sacerdotal  and  sacramental  theories.  Differ- 
ent forms  of  church  organization,  different  ecclesiastical  denom- 
inations, if  you  choose  to  call  them  so,  will  continue  to  exist ; 
and,  as  fiir  as  they  are  the  genuine  expressions  of  honest  even  if 
partial  theories  in  regard  to  the  outward  form  of  the  Church, 
they  are  usefuL  We  are  not  in  fiivor  of  dead-level  uniformity. 
We  are  not  opposed  to  denominations  as  expressive  of  freedom 
and  life.  Better  the  narrowest  sectarianism  than  spiritual  death, 
and  religious  wars  than  Buddhist  nihilism.  Still  as  real  union 
in  the  Church  grows,  denominational  differences  will  measur- 
ably diminish,  and  in  forms  of  church  polity  and  administra- 
tion there  will  be  more  of  assimilation.     What  the  ages  have 
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proved  to  be  good  and  wise,  in  the  various  forms,  will  be  inter- 
changed, and  the  whole  will  be  re-organized,  simplified,  and 
strengthened. 

The  Protestant  has  also  tried  the  experiment,  and — we  had 
almost  said,  though  this  perhaps  is  not  quite  true,  as  he  has  not 
yet  wrought  out  the  problem  wholly,  or  the  scriptural  truth 
committed  to  his  charge — has  failed.  This  unity  in  like  man- 
ner fails  to  be  realized  by  efforts,  however  sincere,  to  bring 
about  an  internal  doctrinal  unanimity.  The  clocks  cannot  be 
made  to  strike  together.  The  creeds  cannot  be  squared. 
While  we  see  here  as  through  a  glass  darkly  and  the  perfect 
has  not  yet  come,  there  must  be  allowed  to  all  believers  un- 
trammeled  liberty  of  search  and  opinion.  Men  must  be  left  to 
the  free  teachings  of  the  Spirit  and  the  Word.  The  doctrine  is 
precious,  true,  and  pure,  but  the  human  formulas  of  the  doctrine 
are  imperfect  and  changeable.  In  theology  there  is  not  unity. 
While  there  exists  the  instinct  of  order  in  the  human  mind  as 
truly  as  there  is  an  instinct  of  faith  itself,  the  science  of  the- 
ology will  live,  and  will  draw  to  it  the  greatest  minds  in  the 
world ;  it  will  alway  be  the  queen  of  the  sciences :  but  theology 
is  not  faith.  Theology  is  not  love.  Theology  is  not  religion. 
Theology  is  not  the  uniting  principle  that  joins  men  to  God,  or 
to  one  another  in  the  Church  of  Christ 

We  would  attempt  to  answer  the  question,  that  has  been  pro- 
posed, in  a  very  simple  way.  We  believe  that  the  only  method 
by  which  Christians  can  themselves  truly  aid  in  hastening  the 
consummation  of  this  great  truth  of  the  unity  of  the  Church, 
is,  by  striving  to  have  restored  in  their  own  hearts  the  primi- 
tive condition  of  the  Christian  Church,  by  having  re-awakened 
in  their  hearts  the  real  sense  o/hroih^hood  that  was  a  living  and 
operative  principle  in  the  apostolic  timea  Christians  should 
have  faith  enough  to  apprehend  the  divine  nature  of  which  all 
partake  and  to  which  the  selfish  or  separating  principle  is  alien. 
Thus  by  the  expulsion  of  selfishness,  the  one  higher  life  in 
Christ  will  be  realized  both  in  the  consciousness  and  outward 
lifa  By  increase  of  faith  there  will  be  increase  of  unity  ;  and 
love,  which  is  the  grand  unifying  principle,  will  work  in  all  the 
members  to  the  perfecting  of  the  saints  and  of  the  body  of 
Christ      In  the  mean  time,  however,  there  are  certain  acts, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1874]  The  Unity  of  Hie  Church.  117 

duties,  aDd  lines  of  conduct  on  the  part  of  Christians  and  Chris- 
tian Churches,  which  may  be  said  to  be  practically  within  the 
power  of  such,  if  so  disposed,  to  pursue,  and  which  strongly 
tend  to  union ;  and  if  Christians  and  Christian  Churches  are 
not  so  disposed  to  do  these  things,  it  may  then  be  clearly  seen 
who  are  the  true  schismatics  that  destroy  the  unity  of  the  body 
of  Christ  We  would  mention  but  three  of  these  possible  or 
practicable  measures,  that,  if  carried  out  faithfully,  would  surely 
make  for  peace  and  union. 

(1.)  The  equal  rights  of  all  Christians  and  Christian  Churches 
to  be  mutually  recognized  and  practically  acknowledged.  A 
true  Church  of  Christ,  whatever  its  name,  ought  to  be  regarded 
by  other  Christian  Churches  as  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  that  belong  to  a  true  portion  and  member  of  the 
body  of  Christ  Its  ministers,  or  officers,  regularly  ordained 
and  accredited,  should  be  recognized  by  other  churches  as  min- 
isters of  the  Church  of  Christ,  especially  since  the  ordination  of 
a  Christian  minister  does  not  derive  its  prime  validity  from  the 
act  of  man  but  from  the  appointment  of  Christ  Its  members, 
under  due  tests  and  restrictions,  should  be  held  to  be  members 
of  the  Church  of  Christ,  and  entitled  to  the  privilege  of 
full  communion  and  fellowship  in  all  other  churches.  There 
might  be,  we  grant,  at  first,  great  practical  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  carrying  out  this  plan  or  mode  of  inter-ecclesiastical  • 
action,  but  the  difficulties  would  grow  less  and  less  as  the 
churches  became  more  pure  and  more  filled  with  the  love  and 
charity  of  the  gospeL  Mutual  concessions  must  be  made  for 
the  sake  of  higher  objects.*  The  recognition  of  the  true  mem- 
bership of  Christ's  body  would  be  a  slow  process,  and  caution 
would  have  to  be  employed  in  the  extension  of  Church  fellowship 
to  low  types  of  Christian  faith  and  of  so-called  Christian 
Churches.  The  tests  of  the  gospel,  looking  to  the  reality  of 
character,  to  the  work  of  Christ's  Spirit  in  the  heart  to  the  exis- 
tence of  the  common  evangelic-life  implanted  by  the  grace  of 

*  The  Dean  of  Ganterburj  reoentlj  preached  by  isTitation  in  the  Chapel  of 
Yale  College,  and  was  listened  to  with  marked  attention  and  respect.  If  Presi- 
dent Porter  were  to  be  invited  to  preach  in  the  Dean's  pulpit,  the  circle  of  Chris- 
tian liberality  and  courtesy  would  be  complete.  It  is  fair  to  surmise  that  if  it 
dopended  upon  the  Dean  there  would  be  little  difflonlty  in  the  < 
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God  in  ways  and  methods,  and  under  fonns  of  religions  educa- 
tion and  worship  quite  varied  oftentimes  from  ordinaiy  stand- 
ards, perhaps  in  heathen  lands  as  well  as  in  highly  civilized 
de-christianized  communities,  would  have  to  be  applied  with  a 
pure  discrimination  and  a  broad  charity,  following  the  blessed 
example  of  Christ  and  the  instructions  and  spirit  of  His  Word. 
The  largest  liberty  is  not  to  be  feared  so  long  as  a  true  faith  in 
Him  who  is  the  meaning,  and  beginning,  and  end,  and  glorious 
divine  life  of  the  Church,  is  maintained  in  the  hearts  of  those 
who  are  called  after  His  name,  and  who  are  appointed  to  per- 
petuate and  extend  His  kingdom  in  the  world. 

(2.)  The  community  of  Christian  living,  which  also  includes 
working,  to  be  observed  among  all  the  followers  of  Christ. 
There  should  be  open  and  hearty  cooperation  among  all  who 
call  themselves  Christians,  of  whatever  Church  or  denomina- 
tion, in  Christian  life  and  activity.  This  life  proceeds  from  an 
inward  power  imparted  by  his  Spirit  to  all  who  serve  Christ, 
and  this  life  therefore  should  be  manifested  in  common  among 
all  Christians  as  something  superior  to  outward  differences. 
This  union  was  a  very  practical  thing  in  the  apostolic  times, 
and  exerted  a  powerful  influence  upon  the  daily  life  of  Chris- 
tian disciples ;  it  was  a  great  force  constantly  brought  to  bear 
upon  the  shaping  and  ordering  of  their  conversation  and  all 
their  actions:  "Wherefore," — ^said  the  apostle,  clinching  the 
instructions  with  the  strongest  reason  that  an  inspired  mind 
could  employ, —  "  putting  away  lying,  speak  every  man  truth 
with  his  neighbor ;  for  we  are  members  one  of  another.^'  A 
common  love,  a  common  aim  to  serve  the  Master,  should  bring 
all  together  in  one,  should  break  down  every  partition  wall, 
and  all  hearts  and  hands  should  join  in  the  work  of  doing 
good,  of  preaching  the  gospel  to  the  poor,  of  building  up 
Christ's  kingdom  of  righteousness  on  the  earth.  The  individu- 
alism of  our  churches — ^seemingly  growing  more  and  more 
narrow  and  divisive — renders  these  efforts  at  grand,  united, 
aggressive  missionary  work  almost  an  impossible  thing. 

3.  Communion  in  worship.  We  may  as  churches  and  indi- 
vidual believers  formally  repeat  the  apostolic  creed,  credo  in 
sanctam  eoc^esiam  catholicam^  sanctorum  communionem^  but  un- 
less as  Christians  we  pray  together  in  the  spirit,  our  faith  in  the 
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catholicitj  of  the  Church  and  the  commuQion  of  saints  may  be 
doubted.  As  the  purity  of  spiritual  worship  increases,  and  as 
the  divine  fact  of  Christ's  intercession  as  our  only  High  Priest, 
by  whom  through  the  Spirit  we  all  have  access  to  the  Father, 
is  more  truly  recognized,  then  the  differences  even  in  modes 
and  forms  of  worship  will  more  and  more  be  done  away. 
Devotion  is  a  bond  of  unity.  It  is  woven  by  the  thousand- 
fold breath  of  prayer.  If  the  devotional  communion  of  all 
Christian  Churches  should  ever  gain  ground,  they  would  pray 
themselves  into  one.  They  would  be  benefitted  also  in  the 
methods  and  power  of  public  worship — ^the  Protestant  wor- 
ship would  gain  in  richness  from  the  beauty  and  copiousness 
of  the  ancient  liturgies,  the  liturgical  Churches  would  learn 
the  language  of  primitive  spontaneous  devotion ;  but  in  the 
breath  of  common  supplication  the  whole  Church  would  be 
brought  by  one  Spirit  into  the  unity  of  the  gospel,  and  closer 
to  the  heart  of  Christ,  the  ever-living  source  of  a  common  life, 
&ith,  and  love. 

In  a  word,  this  unity  of  the  Church  must  be  a  real  matter, 
something  more  than  an  easily  affirmed  and  boasted  spiritual 
unity.  The  spiritual  union,  it  is  true,  is  the  essence  of  the 
bodily  union,  but  it  must  be  so  genuinely  spiritual  that  it 
shall  truly  manifest  itseli^  that  it  shall  be  seen  in  the  united 
life  of  the  whole  body  of  Christ  on  earth.  It  must  not  be  so 
inwardly  invisible  that  it  is  not  visible  at  alL  It  must  not  be 
put  off  to  heaven  while  Christians  are  fighting  here  below ; 
each  sect,  or  church,  jealously  standing  on  the  defensive  on 
its  own  fortified  hilL  We  are  not  opposed,  as  has  been  re- 
marked, to  those  different  church-zion&  Let  them  still  exist, 
but  let  their  walls  be  demolished.  Let  grain  and  fruit-trees 
be  planted  where  once  the  frowning  battlement  and  grim 
weapon  of  defence  stood.  Let  each  church  cultivate  its 
own  field  and  vineyard  in  peace,  welcoming,  however,  the 
mutual  help  and  the  common  products  of  its  neighbors. 
We  would  not  have  the  earth,  religiously  speaking,  to  be- 
come a  monotonous  agricultural  fiarm-school,  but  rather  a 
garden  of  the  Lord,  with  its  iufinite  variety  and  beauty.  Let 
those  who  by  education,  affinities,  and  tastes  are  Congregation- 
alists,  or  Presbyterians,  or  Episcopalians,  each  take  good  care  of 
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his  own — they  would  probably  do  more  good  in  this  way — but 
at  the  same  time  let  them  be  careful  to  work  not  so  much  upon 
the  line  of  denominationalism,  or  narrow  ecclesiasticism,  as 
upon  the  higher  plane,  of  the  one  universal  Church  and  king- 
dom of  Christ ;  and  we  would  here  commend  to  all  our  breth- 
ren the  words  of  Dr.  Parker  of  London,  that  seem  to  have 
been  inspired  by  the  influences  of  the  late  meeting  of  the 
Evangelical  Alliance: — "Men  separated  from  each  other  by 
the  widest  ecclesiastical  distances  have  looked  each  other  in 
the  face,  have  bowed  in  common  prayer  at  the  same  altar,  and 
extended  to  each  other  the  right  hand  of  Christian  recognition 
and  fellowship.  From  that  advanced  line  of  brotherhood  there 
must  be  no. retreat  The  good  vow  has  been  spoken  and  must 
never  be  recalled.  For  my  own  part  my  decision  is  taken,  a 
decision  to  seek  out  lines  of  sympathy  and  union  rather  than 
to  magnify  points  of  antagonism  and  alienation.'*  A  noble 
resolve  which  all  should  imitate !  '*  From  that  advanced  line 
of  brotherhood  there  must  be  no  retreat," — and  there  must  be 
also  further  advance.  The  evangelical  alliance  of  the  future 
must  not  be  all  on  the  side  of  Protestantism,  but  must  sweep  a 
wider  circle,  and  comprehend  all  who,  even  though  in  much 
imperfection,  under  rites  and  forms  of  pure  superstition,  or  in 
the  barrenness  of  religious  ignorance,  still  recogniae  in  their 
hearts  Jesus  Christ  as  the  way  of  life  to  sinful  men,  and  as  the 
hope  of  the  world.  The  next  Evangelical  Alliance  which  is 
formed  should  not  assume  an  adverse  or  antagonistic  attitude 
to  any,  but  like  the  universal  gospel  which  it  aims  to  express, 
should  take  into  its  eflforts,  prayers,  thoughts,  and  loving  sym- 
pathies, the  whole  brotherhood  of  man. 
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Article    VIL THE    RELATION    OF     THE     CHURCH 

OF    ENGLAND    TO    THE    OTHER    PROTESTANT 
CHURCHES. 

Certain  events  connected  with  the  recent  Conference  of 
the  Evangelical  Alliance  in  this  country  have  brought  up 
anew  for  discussion  the  attitude  of  the  Church  of  England,  at 
present  and  in  the  past,  towards  the  other  Protestant  churches. 
It  is  well  known  that  there  is  now,  and  long  has  been,  a  party 
in  the  Episcopal  Church,  who  have  refused  to  hold  communion 
with  other  Protestant  bodies,  for  the  reason  that  these  discard 
the  Episcopal  polity,  and  that  their  ministers  are  not  ordained 
by  bishops.  This  party,  which  goes  by  the  name  of  the  High 
Church,  is  composed  of  two  subdivisions.  The  one  class  is 
made  up  of  those  who  carry  their  views  of  doctrine  and  their 
notions  of  worship  to  the  verge  of  Romanism,  and  look  with 
more  or  less  3'eaming  towards  the  Greek  and  Latin  Churches, 
whose  doctrine  of  transubstantiation  is  regarded  with  less  aver- 
sion than  that  which  is  felt  to  the  prevailing  opinions  of  Prot- 
estants respecting  the  sacrament  The  other  class  are  hostile 
to  Rome,  and  to  the  Ritualism  that  copies  her  ceremonies,  but 
maintain  the  exclusive  sanctity  of  Episcopal  ordination,  and, 
therefore,  stand  aloof  from  the  other  churches  of  the  Reforma- 
tion. The  Church  of  England,  with  its  offshoots  and  branches, 
is,  in  their  system,  the  one  true  Church,  with  which  alone  it 
is  lawful  to  have  ecclesiastical  communion.  All  other  churches 
are  shut  out  of  ecclesiastical  fellowship,  either  as  being  non- 
episcopal,  or,  like  Rome,  as  being  corrupt 

Now  there  is  a  class  of  writers  of  the  High  Church  party 
who  seek  to  convey  the  impression,  sometimes  by  direct  asser- 
tion, and  sometimes  by  more  indirect  means,  that  the  Church 
of  England,  in  the  first  century  after  the  Reformation,  or  in 
the  period  prior  to  Laud  and  to  the  act  of  uniformity  under 
Charles  II,  professed  the  theories  which  they  now  profess,  and 
stood  in  the  isolated  and  exclusive  position  in  which  their  party, 
since  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  century,  have  striven  to* 
hold  her.     We  do  not  mean  to  impute  this  gross  perversion  of 
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historical  truth  to  all  writers  of  the  High  Church  school.  There 
are  candid  scholars  among  them,  like  Keble,  who  discern  and 
acknowledge  facts,  even  when  they  militate  against  a  party  in- 
terest Much  less  do  we  charge  this  kind  of  misrepresentation 
upon  the  writers  of  the  Episcopal  Church  generally.  Historical 
students  who  pursue  these  investigations  without  being  warped 
by  theological  prejudice,  are  generally  well  agreed  on  the  facts 
of  the  English  Beformation.  Hallam,  Macaulay,  and  the  other 
standard  historians,  state  with  substantial  correctness  the  trans- 
formations which  took  place  between  the  time  of  Cranmer  and 
the  eras  of  Laud  and  Sheldon.  Authors  who  are  strongly 
averse  to  Puritanism,  and  warmly  attached  to  the  Episcopal  side 
in  the  controversy  between  Churchman  and  Puritan,  but  who 
are  too  honest  to  be  misled,  or  to  mislead  their  readers,  through 
partisan  feeling,  are  equally  commendable.  The  following  pas- 
sage from  Lathbury's  History  of  English  Episcopacy,  the  work 
of  a  writer  of  this  stamp,  will  illustrate  our  remark,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  present  some  of  the  facts,  which  we  shall  establish 
in  the  course  of  this  Article : — 

"The  English  Reformers  did  not  contend  for  any  system  of 
goverament  or  discipline  in  the  Church,  as  being  jure  divino; 
things  indifferent,  as  ceremonies  and  clerical  habits,  were  left  to  the 
civil  magistrates.  Nor  did  they  refuse  to  recognize  the  validity 
of  ordination  in  those  foreign  churches  that  had  renounced  Episco- 
pacy." "  The  question  of  church  government  was  vehemently 
agitated  at  this  period  [the  reign  of  Elizabeth].  The  Reformers 
were  agreed  that  no  precise  form  was  laid  down  in  the  New  Tes- 
tament ;  but  when  the  Puritans  became  divided  into  two  parties, 
the  Presbyterian  party  advocated  the  divine  right  of  their  systenL 
Cranmer  and  all  the  Reformers  asserted  that  the  form  of  govern- 
ment was  left  to  the  civil  magistrate  to  determine,  according  to 
times  and  circumstances.  The  prelates  of  this  reign  maintained 
^the  same  views ;  but  like  the  earlier  Reformers,  they  considered 
Episcopacy,  as  retained  in  the  English  Church,  to  have  been  the 
apostolic  practice.  They  did  not,  however,  consider  any  mode  of 
government  essential  to  the  constitution  of  the  Church ;  hence  the 
validity  of  ordination  as  exercised  in  those  reformed  churches 
where  Episcopacy  was  not  retained,  was  admitted.  By  an  act  passed 
in  the  thirteenth  year  of  this  reign,  the  ordinations  of  foreign  re- 
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formed  churches  were  declared  valid^  and  their  ministers  were 
capable  of  enjoying  preferment  on  receiving  a  license  from  the 
bishop.*  Many  who  had  received  ordination  abroad  were  allowed 
to  exercise  their  ministry  in  the  Church  of  England,  provided  they 
conformed.  Travers,  Whittingham,  Gartwright,  and  many  others 
had  received  no  other,  and  their  ordination  was  never  questioned.! 
At  a  subsequent  period  this  practice  was  denounced;  and  in  1662, 
it  was  ordered  that  no  minister  should  exercise  his  office  in  the 
Church  of  England  who  had  not  received  Episcopal  ordination. 
It  appears  that  the  Reformers  did  not  contend  for  the  superiority 
of  the  office  of  bishop  as  a  distinct  order  firom  the  priesthood,  but  as 
different  only  in  degree.  Nor  did  any  member  of  the  Church  of 
England  claim  this  distinction,  till  the  year  1588,  when  Bancroft, 
in  his  celebrated  sermon  at  PauPs  Cross,  asserted  it."  *'  Laud's 
notions  on  the  subject  of  church  government  were  at  variance 
with  those  adopted  by  many  of  his  predecessors,  who,  until  the 
time  of  Bancroft,  never  claimed  a  divine  right  for  the  government 
of  the  English  Church ;  and  even  Bancroft  admitted  the  validity 
of  Presbyterian  ordination ;  for  when  it  was  suggested,  in  1610, 
that  the  Scotch  bishops  elect  should  be  ordained  presbyters,  he 
opposed  on  the  ground  that  ordination  by  presbyters  was  valid."| 

We  quote  the  passages,  not  because  we  approve  every  sen- 
tence, but  as,  on  the  whole,  a  just  exhibition  of  the  facts,  and  as 
showing  how  a  fair-minded  churchman,  who  is,  also,  a  thorough 
student,  is  capable  of  writing. 

The  following  extract  is  from  a  writer  of  another  type  of 
theology  and  of  churchmanship,  but  an  accomplished  historical 
scholar,  Dean  Stanley  : — 

"Whether  from  policy  or  necessity,  the  whole  settlement  of 
modern  Scottish  Episcopacy  was  far  more  Presbyterian,  far  less 
Episcopal  and  Catholic,  than  in  any  country  in  Europe.  Doubtless 
this  was  partly  occasioned  by  the  fact,  that  in  England  itself  the 
sentiment  toward  Presbyterian  churches  was  far  more  generous 
and  comprehensive  in  the  century  that  followed  the  Reformation 
than  it  was  in  that  which  followed  the  Restoration.  The  English 
Articles  are  so  expressed  as  to  include  the  recognition  of  Presby- 
terian ministers.     The  first  English  Act  of  Uniformity  was  passed 

*  Strype's  AnnalB,  524. 

t  [That  iB,  until  the  new  spirit,  described  in  the  next  sentence,  arose.] 

X  Lathbuiy,  History  of  the  EngHth  Episcopacy^  pp.  19,  63,  170. 
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with  the  expressed  view  of  securing  their  services  to  the  English 
Church.  The  first  English  Reformers,  and  the  statesmen  of  Eliza^- 
beth,  would  have  been  astonished  at  any  claim  of  exclusive  sanc- 
tity for  the  Episcopal  order."*  "It  was  not  Knox,  but  Andrew 
Melville,  who  introduced  into  Scotland  the  divine  right  of  Presby- 
tery, the  sister-dogma  of  the  divine  right  of  Episcopacy,  which 
Bancroft  and  Laud  introduced  into  England."  "  It  is  this  [the 
Church  of  Scotland]  for  which  every  English  churchman  is  asked 
to  pray,  by  the  canons  of  the  English  Convocation,  which  enjoins 
that  prayers  are  to  be  offered  up  'for  Christ's  Holy  Catholic 
Church,  that  is,  for  the  whole  congregation  of  Christians  dispersed 
throughout  the  whole  world,  especially  for  the  Churches  of  Eng- 
land, Scotland,  and  Ireland.'  '  There  can  be  no  doubt,'  says  the 
candid  and  accurate  annalist  of  Scottish  Episcopacy, '  that  the 
framers  of  this  have  meant  to  acknowledge  the  northern  ecclesias- 
tical establishment,  at  that  time  Presbyterian,  as  a  Christian 
Church.'  "t  "  The  very  first  declaration  which  the  sovereign  makes 
— taking  precedence  even  of  the  recognition  of  the  rights  and  lib- 
erties of  the  English  Church  and  nation,  which  are  postponed  till 
the  day  of  the  coronation — is  that  in  which,  on  the  day  of  the 
accession,  the  sovereign  declares  that  he  or  she  will  maintain  in- 
violate and  intact  the  Church  of  Scotland."  "  In  the  Act  of  Union 
itself,  which  prescribes  this  declaration,  the  same  securities  are 
throughout  exacted  for  the  Church  of  Scotland  as  were  exacted 
for  the  Church  of  England ;  and  it  is  on  record  that,  when  that 
act  was  passed,  and  some  questions  arose  amongst  the  peers  as  to 
the  propriety  of  so  complete  a  recognition  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  the  then  primate  of  all  England,  the  '  old  rock,'  as  he  was 
called.  Archbishop  Tenison,  rose,  and  said  with  a  weight  which 
carried  all  objections  before  it, '  the  narrow  notions  of  all  churches 
have  been  their  ruin.  I  believe  that  the  Church  of  Scotland 
though  not  so  perfect  as  ours,  is  as  true  a  Protestant  church  as  the 
Church  of  England.'"! 


*  See  this  well  drawn  out  in  Lord  Macaulaj's  correspondence  with  the  Bishop 
of  Exeter ;  and  in  Principal  Tulloch's  Artide  on  the  English  and  Scottish  Ohurchos, 
in  the  Coniemporary  Review,  Decemberi  1871. 

f  See  the  discussions  of  the  canons  of  1603,  in  Grub  [EccL  Hiet  of  ScoUand],  ii, 
282. 

X  Oarstairs*  Stak  Papers,  739,  760.  [Stanley's  Lectwres  en  the  History  of  (he 
Church  of  Scotland,  pp.  47,  66,  67,  (Am.  ed.) 
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The  drift  of  the  representations  of  secular  historians  of  the 
highest  credit,  may  be  learned  from  the  following  passage 
from  Hallam,  himself  a  churchman,  and  an  authority  of  the  first 
rank  upon  questions  of  legal  and  constitutional  history  : — 

"  The  system  pursued  by  Bancroft  and  his  imitators,  Bishops 
Neyle  and  Laud,  with  the  approbation  of  the  king,  far  opposed  to 
the  healing  counsels  of  Burleigh  and  Bacon,  was  just  such  as  low- 
bom  and  little-minded  men,  raised  to  power  by  fortune's  caprice, 
are  ever  found  to  pursue."  "They  began  by  preaching  the  divine 
right,  as  it  is  called,  or  absolute  indispensability,  of  Episcopacy  ; 
a  doctrine  of  which  the  first  traces,  as  I  apprehend,  are  found 
about  the  end  of  Elizabeth's  reign.  They  insisted  on  the  necessity 
of  Episcopal  succession  regularly  derived  from  the  apostles.  They 
drew  an  inference  from  this  tenet,  that  ordinations  by  presbyters 
were  in  all  cases  null;  and  as  this  affected  all  the  Reformed 
churches  in  Europe  except  their  own,  the  Lutherans  not  having 
preserved  the  succession  of  their  bishops,  while  the  Calvinists  had 
altogether  abolished  that  order,  they  began  to  speak  of  them,  not 
as  brethren  of  the  same  faith,  united  in  the  same  cause,  and  distin- 
guished only  by  differences  little  more  material  than  those  of  polit- 
ical commonwealths  (which  had  been  the  language  of  the  Church 
of  England  ever  since  the  Reformation),  but  as  aliens  to  whom  they 
were  not  at  all  related,  and  schismatics  with  whom  they  held  no 
communion ;  nay,  as  wanting  the  very  essence  of  a  Christian  so- 
ciety." In  the  foot-note,  Hallam  adds  that  "  it  is  evident,  by 
some  passages  in  Strype,  attentively  considered,  that  natives  regu- 
larly ordained  abroad,  in  the  Presbyterian  churches,  were  admitted 
to  hold  preferment  in  England ;  the  first  bishop  who  objected  to 
them  seems  to  have  been  Aylmer.  Instances,  however,  of  foreign- 
ers holding  preferment  without  any  re-ordination  may  be  found 
down  to  the  civil  wars." — Annals  of  the  Reformationy  ii,  622,  and 
Appendix,  116  ;i(/6o/(?rm<;to/, 271;  Collier,  ii,  694 ;  Neal,i,258.* 

Since  the  late  meeting  of  the  Evangelical  Alliance,  Bishop 
Cummins,  in  a  letter  to  the  New  York  Tribune^  referred  to  the 
fact  that  Presbyterian  ministers,  in  the  period  following  the 
Reformation,  had  been  admitted  to  parishes  in  England  without 
re-ordination ;  and  he  referred,  among  his  authorities,  to  Prof. 
Fisher's  work  on  the  Reformation.  The  statement  was  denied 
by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Drumm,  in  communications  to  the  same  journal. 

*  Const  History \  Haipen'  Am.  e<L),  p.  226. 
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Pro£  Fisher  published  two  letters  in  the  Tribune  in  proof  of  the 
assertion ;  and  these  Letters  we  propose  to  transfer  to  our  pages, 
partly  for  the  purpose  of  giving  them  a  more  permanent  form, 
and  partly  in  order  to  illustrate  their  contents  by  further  proofs 
and  observations,  such  as  could  not  well  find  place  in  the 
columns  of  a  daily  newspaper.  As  several  topics  belonging  to 
the  same  general  subject  are  handled  in  these  Letters,  and  will 
be  considered  in  the  pages  which  follow,  we  set  forth  distinctly 
the  main  propositions,  which  we  conceive  to  be  as  capable  of 
being  established  as  any  facts  in  the  ecclesiastical  history  of 
England : 

1.  The  first  and  second  generation  of  English  Reformers, 
Granmer  and  his  associates,  Jewel  and  his  contemporaries,  did 
not  hold  the  ywrc  divinOj  or  exclusive,  theory  of  Episcopacy. 

2.  The  Church  of  England,  in  the  sixteenth  century,  was  in 
full  communion  with  the  other  Protestant  churches  of  Europe 

8.  The  greatest  divines  in  the  Church  of  England  in  the 
seventeenth  century  agreed  with  Hooker  in  acknowledging  the 
validity  of  Presbyterian  ordination,  and  in  the  recognition  of 
the  foreign  Protestant  churches.  This  was  true  of  Ussher,  Hall, 
and  Stillingfleet,  and  of  others  of  hardly  less  distinction. 

4.  The  fellowship  with  the  foreign  churches  on  the  part  of 
the  English  Reformers  was  not  owing  to  forbearance  in  them, 
but  to  the  common  opinion  that  each  nation,  or  church,  could 
shape  its  own  polity,  and  that  Episcopacy  might  be  adopted  or 
rejected  as  each  church  or  nation  should  see  fit  to  determine. 

5.  Notwithstanding  the  changes  in  the  Prayer-Book  and  in 
the  law  of  England,  at  the  Restoration,  the  Church  of  England 
has  never,  by  law  or  synodal  action,  discredited  the  validity  of 
the  ordination  practiced  in  other  Protestant  bodies. 

We  print  below  the  first  Letter,  in  the  form  in  which  it  was 
published  in  the  Tribune,  premising  that  the  marginal  notes  are 
now  added  for  the  first  time. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Tribune. 

Sir:  In  two  communications  which  have  lately  appeared  in 
your  journal,  I  am  mentioned  among  writers  who  have  stated  that, 
for  a  considerable  period  after  the  Reformation,  persons  who  had 
only  received  non-episcopal  ordination  were  admitted  to  parishes 
in  the  English  Church,  no  objection  being  made  to  the  validity  of 
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their  orders.  As  the  correctness  of  this  assertion  is  directly 
impi^ned  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Dramrn,  and  as  the  question  is  a  his- 
torical one  of  some  interest,  and  a  question,  too,  that  need  not 
provoke  sectarian  asperity,  I  beg  leave  to  offer  a  vindication  of 
the  tmth  of  the  statement  which  your  correspondent  has  called 
in  question. 

The  statement  is  usually  made  as  one  illustration  of  the 
fact  that  the  founders  of  the  Anglican  Church  in  the  reigns  of 
Henry  VIII,  Edward  VI,  and  Elizabeth — Cranmer  and  his  asso- 
ciates. Jewel  and  the  Elizabethan  bishops  and  divines  of  his  time 
— did  not  hold  to  the  Jure  divino  theory  of  Episcopacy.  That  is 
to  say,  they  did  not  consider  bishops,  meaning  a  class  elevated 
above  presbjrters,  essential  to  the  existence  of  a  church,  and  they 
did  not  regard  Episcopal  ordination  as  indispensable  to  the  exer- 
cise of  the  functions  and  prerogatives  of  the  Christian  ministry. 
On  the  contrary,  they  looked  upon  the  Protestant  ministers  on 
the  Continent  in  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  in  the  Reformed 
Churches  of  Switzerland,  France,  and  Holland,  as  on  a  perfect 
equality  with  themselves  with  regard  to  clerical  rights  and  quali- 
fications. Differences  arose  among  the  Protestant  Churches  on  the 
subject  of  the  Eucharist,  but  as  to  controversy  about  Episcopacy, 
in  that  age  there  was  none.  When  Cranmer  called  eminent 
divines  from  the  churches  on  the  Continent  to  help  him  compose 
the  formularies  of  the  Anglican  Church,  and  to  train  the  ministers 
of  England  at  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  this  was  not  an  exceptional 
act,  but  in  keeping  with  his  avowed  principles  and  constant  prac- 
tice. No  one  who  is  acquainted  with  Cranmer's  opinions,  can 
suppose  that  the  circumstance  that  Martyr  and  Bucer  had  once 
taken  orders  In  the  Roman  Church  had  a  feather's  weight  in 
determining  him  to  invite  them  to  England,  any  more  than  a  like 
fact  influenced  him  in  the  case  of  John  Knox,  who  was  made 
Chaplain-in-ordinary  to  Edward  VI,  was  commissioned  for  sev- 
eral years  as  a  preacher  in  the  north  of  England,  was  offered  the 
parish  of  All-Hallows  in  London,  and  finally  a  bishopric.  Fagius, 
who  was  the  companion  of  Bucer  and  Martyr,  had  been  a  minister 
in  Germany,  made  such,  of  course,  without  Episcopal  consecra- 
tion ;  and  it  is  not  true  that  he  was  called  merely  to  teach  the 
Hebrew  language  at  Cambridge,  as  a  Jew  might  teach.  He  was 
to  expound  the  Old  Testament,  beginning  with  the  prophet  Isaiah, 
and  he  was  welcomed  from  the  beginning  by  Cranmer  as  an  inti- 
mate counselor  and  Mend.    That  Fagius,  a  minister  of  high  stand- 
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ing  in  Grenuany,  would  have  accepted  such  an  appointment  from 
those  who  denied  his  right  to  exercise  the  ministry,  is  sopiething 
quite  incredible.  Cranmer  went  so  far  as  to  declare,  in  a  written 
document,  in  1540,  that  no  consecration  of  bishops  or  priests  is 
necessary,  "for  election  or  appointment  thereto  is  sufficient." 
(Burnet,  I,  ii,  Collection  of  Records^  iii,  21.)  That  Cranmer 
referred  to  ordination,  and  not  to  institution  merely,  is  made  per- 
fectly clear  by  the  same  document.  The  voluminous  correspond- 
ence of  the  eminent  English  divines  and  reformers,  which  has 
been  published  principally  from  the  archives  of  Zurich,  must  con- 
vince every  candid  person  who  examines  it,  that  no  suspicion  of  a 
want  of  validity  in  the  orders  of  the  Helvetic  ministers,  whose 
advice  they  so  frequently  sought,  and  whose  hospitality  they 
enjoyed,  ever  entered  their  minds.  No  man  who  has  read,  for 
example,  the  numerous  letters  of  Bishop  Cox,  a  warm  defender  of 
the  English  liturgy  against  the  Puritans,  to  Gualter,  the  son-in- 
law  of  Zwingle — his  "beloved  Rodolph,"  as  Cox  styles  him — will 
have  the  effrontery  to  affirm  that  the  English  bishop  looked  on 
his  Swiss  friend  and  adviser  as  one  who  had  no  right  to  exercise 
the  functions  of  the  ministry.  In  the  last  days  of  Edward  VI, 
Cranmer  was  corresponding  with  Calvin,  BuUinger,  and  Melanch- 
thon,  in  order  to  bring  together  a  general  synod  of  the  Protestants, 
where  a  platform  of  doctrine  might  be  made,  in  which  their  disa- 
greement respecting  the  Lord's  Supper — the  only  serious  point  of 
difference — might  be  adjusted.  There  is  no  trace  of  the  exclusive, 
OTJure  divinOy  theory  of  Episcopacy,  in  the  writings  of  Cranmer, 
Parker,  Orindal,  and  Whitgift,  the  first  four  Protestant  arch- 
bishops of  Canterbury.  Whether  Bancroft  broached  it  in  his 
sermon  at  Paul's  Cross,  is  still  a  controverted  point.  Hallam 
maintains  that  he  did  not.  That  this  theory,  which,  in  its  logical 
consequences,  would  "  unchurch"  the  other  Protestant  religious 
bodies,  and  discredit  the  ordei-s  of  their  ministry,  does  not  appear 
until  about  the  time  of  Hooker,  is  granted  by  Eeble  in  the  elab- 
orate essay  prefixed  to  his  edition  of  Hooker's  writings.  It  cer- 
tainly sounds  strange  to  hear  Eeble,  all  whose  prepossessions 
were  on  the  side  of  the  High  Church  doctrine,  charged  with  error 
for  conceding  what,  if  the  evidence  in  the  case  had  not  required, 
he  would  surely  have  been  very  loth  to  admit.  But  Eeble  had 
carefully  and  thoroughly  explored  the  historical  question,  as  his 
essay  abundantly  shows. 
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The  opinion  of  Protestants  of  the  English  Church  in  the  six- 
teenth century  on  this  subject  was  closely  connected  with  two 
otlier  facts  which  deserve  special  attention.  The  first  was  the  pre- 
vailing doctrine  at  that  time  that  bishops  do  not  constitute  a  dis- 
tinct order  in  the  ministry,  but  that  bishops  and  presbyters,  are 
different  grades  of  the  same  office.  This  was  a  common  view  in 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church  in  the  middle  ages,  since  an  ecclesias- 
tical arrangement  was  thought  to  have  the  force  of  an  institutio 
divina.  The  miracle  of  the  Eucharist  being  the  highest  act  which 
the  clergyman  could  perform,  and  this  being  open  to  the  priest,  it 
was  plausibly  argued  that  there  can  be  no  order  of  ministers  above 
him.  This  ground  was  taken,  even  by  a  pope,  Urban  II,  and  is 
sanctioned  by  the  most  orthodox  of  the  schoolmen.  Those  who 
are  curious  to  see  the  proofs  of  this  statement  may  be  referred  to 
Gieseler's  Church  History,  (Am.  ed.,  I,  p.  91,  N.)  The  same  fact 
respecting  the  mediaeval  opinion  is  proved  in  a  work  which  has 
always  been  held  in  high  honor  by  Episcopalians,  Field's  Treatise 
on  the  Church,  (B.  Ill,  p.  39).*  Cranmer  subscribes  to  this  old 
opinion  of  the  original  and  essential  identity  of  the  office  of  bishop 
and  that  of  presbyter.  He  held  that  "  in  the  New  Testament 
there  is  no  mention  made  of  any  degrees  or  distinctions  in  orders, 
but  only  of  deacons  or  ministers,  and  of  priests  or  bishops."  Thir- 
teen bishops,  with  a  great  number  of  other  ecclesiastics,  subscribed 
to  this  proposition.  (See  Burnet's  Collection  of  Records^  II,  i,  iii, 
21.)  Bishop  Jewel,  one  of  the  great  lights  of  the  English  Refor- 
mation, in  his  celebrated  "  Defense"  of  the  Church  of  England,  and 
in  his  "  Apology,"  took  no  other  ground.  He  falls  back  on  the 
doctrine  that  "  bishops  are  greater  than  presbyters  by  order  and 

*  *^  These  being  the  divers  sorts  and  kinds  of  ecclesiastical  power,  it  will  easily 
appear  unto  all  that  enter  into  the  due  consideration  thereof,  that  the  power  of 
ecclesiastical  or  sacred  order,  that  is,  the  power  and  authority  to  intermeddle  with 
things  pertaining  to  the  service  of  €k>d,  and  to  perform  eminent  acts  of  gracious 
efficiency,  tending  to  the  procuring  of  the  eternal  good  of  the  sons  of  men,  is  equal 
and  the  same  in  all  those  whom  we  call  presbyters,  that  is,  fatherly  guides  of  God's 
Church  and  people :  and  that  only  for  order's  sake  and  the  preservation  of  peace 
there  is  a  limitation  of  the  use  and  exercise  of  the  same."  Dean  Field  states  that 
the  Aomaoists  themselves  concede  this,  and  adds :  "  Whereby  it  is  most  evident 
that  that  wherein  a  bishop  excelleth  a  presbyter,  is  not  a  distinct  power  of  order, 
but  an  eminency  and  dignity  only,  specially  yielded  to  one  above  all  the  rest  of 
the  same  rank,  for  order  sake,  and  to  preserve  the  unity  and  peace  of  the  Church." 
That  Dean  Field  is  here  stating  his  own  opinion  is  made  perfectly  evident  by  the 
context  See,  also,  B.  Y,  a  27,  where  the  same  doctrine  is  lidd  down. 
VOL.   XXXIII.  9 
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castom  of  the  Church,  and  not  by  the  truth  of  God's  ordinance." 
{JewePs  Writings^  Parker  Soc.  ed.,  I,  p.  379.)*  This  is  the  ex- 
plicit doctrine  of  Dean  Field,  in  the  passage  to  which  I  have  just 
referred. 

The  second  circumstance  which  it  is  important  to  notice,  is  the 
prevalent  belief  in  the  system  of  national  churches,  and  the  adop- 
tion by  many,  of  the  Erastian  theory  of  the  supremacy  of  the  civil 
magistrate  in  ecclesiastical  affairs.  The  first  Reformers  in  Eng- 
land were  of  this  mind,  and  the  English  Reformation  was  effected 
under  this  theory.  Calvin  opposed  it,  and  fought  out  the  battle  at 
Geneva  in  behalf  of  the  right  of  the  Church,  by  its  own  organs,  to 
excommunicate  unworthy  members.  Calvinists  generally  resisted 
the  Erastian  doctrine  in  its  extreme  form ;  yet  they  conceded  to 
the  magistrates  of  each  country  a  large  measure  of  power  in  mat- 
ters of  religion.     The  bishops  of  Elizabeth  found  it  very  hard,  ho w- 

*  **  St  Hierome  saith  generally  of  all  bishops :  noverint  Episcopi  ae  magis  eonme- 
tudivief  quam  dispositUmia  dominicae  veritcUe,  preebyieris  ease  magorea :  '  let  bishops 
understand  that  thej  be  greater  than  the  priests  bj  order  and  custom  (of  the 
Church),  and  not  by  the  truth  of  God's  ordinance.'  If  Christ,  as  St  Hierome  saith, 
appointed  not  one  priest  above  another,  how  then  is  it  likely  he  appointed  one 
priest  to  be,  as  M.  Harding  saith,  prince  and  ruler  over  all  priests  throughout  the 
whole  world  ?"  In  another  place,  Jewel  says :  '*  Is  it  so  horrible  an  heresy  as  he 
[Harding]  maketh  it,  to  say  that  by  the  Scriptures  of  God  a  bishop  and  a  priest 
are  all  ona"  Then  Jewel  proceeds  to  quote  Chrysostom,  Jerome,  and  other  fathers 
in  support  of  the  doctrine  that  they  are  the  same.  P.  Ill,  p.  439  (Defence  of  ike 
Apology).  Thomas  Becon,  Chaplain  to  Cranmer,  and  Prebendary  of  Canterbury, 
writes,  in  his  Catechism :  **  FoUJier. — What  difference  is  there  between  a  bishop 
and  a  spiritual  minister  ?  SofL — None  at  all :  their  office  is  one,  their  authority 
and  power  is  one.  And,  therefore,  St  Paul  calleth  the  spiritual  ministers  some- 
time bishops,  sometime  elders,  sometime  pastors,  sometime  teachers,  &a"  The 
same  doctrine  is  in  "  l%e  InatHuHon  of  a  Ckriatian  Mwr^^^  published  by  authority 
in  1637.  Pilkington,  the  first  Protestant  Bishop  of  Durham,  writes  in  1661 :  "  The 
privileges  and  superiorities  which  bishops  have  above  other  ministers,  are  rather 
granted  by  man  for  maintaining  of  better  order  and  quietness  in  commonwealths, 
than  commanded  by  God  in  his  Word.  Ministers  have  better  knowledge  and  utter- 
ance some  than  other,  but  their  ministry  is  of  equal  dignity."  (Pilkington's  W<yrka^ 
Parker  Soc.  ed,  p.  493.)  The  same  doctrine  is  taught  by  Fulke,  Master  of  Pem- 
broke College.  In  Blunt's  Annotated  Prayer-Book^  the  notes  to  which  are  from 
the  High  Church  point  of  view,  it  is  said :  "  It  was  not  until  the  dose  of  the  six- 
teenth century  that  the  distinction  between  the  orders  of  bishops  and  priests  was 
asserted.  On  Feb.  9th,  1689,  Dr.  Bancroft,  in  a  sermon,  maintained  the  superiority 
of  bishops  yure  divino;  the  doctrine  was  completely  acknowledged  during  the  pri- 
macy of  Laud,  and  enforced  by  Bishop  Hall  in  a  well-known  treatise  on  the  sub- 
ject" (p.  666).  Of  Bishop  Hall's  qualified  form  of  the  jure  divino  doctrine,  we  shall 
speak  hereafter. 
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ever,  to  yield  up  to  their  imperious  sovereign  that  extent  of  con- 
trol which  she  demanded ;  as  the  suspension  of  Archbishop  Grin- 
dal  and  many  other  events  of  like  character  illustrate.  The  main 
point  here  is  that  the  Anglican  divines  paid  a  great  respect  to  na- 
tional churches  and  to  the  right  of  each  country  to  frame  its  own 
church  institutions,  and  to  order  its  own  church  affairs. 

The  conflict  with  the  Puritans,  which  began  with  the  accession 
of  Elizabeth,  had  become  stem  and  bitter  in  the  time  of  Whitgift. 
But  this  inflexible  enemy  of  Puritanism  never  calls  in  question  the 
validity  of  the  method  of  ordination  prevailing  in  the  churches 
abroad.  He  conducts  his  whole  controversy  with  Cartwright,  the 
Presbyterian  champion,  without  any  assertion  of  the  jure  divino 
doctrine  of  Episcopacy.  Field,  the  celebrated  Dean  of  Glouces- 
ter, the  warm  friend  of  Hooker,  also,  as  we  have  said,  defends  the 
foreign  churches,  and  maintains  the  sufficiency  of  their  orders. 
Whether  Hooker  himself  holds  that  the  right  to  establish  or  abol- 
ish Episcopacy  is  included  in  that  broad  legislative  jurisdiction 
which  he  attributes  to  the  Church,  is  a  question  of  interpretation 
on  which  opinion  is  divided.  In  settling  this  question  much  de- 
pends on  our  judgment  respecting  the  integrity  of  the  last  three 
books  of  his  treatise.  This  is  certain,  however,  that  he  recognized 
the  validity  of  the  ordination  of  the  ministers  of  the  Refoimed 
churches  on  the  Continent.  He  finds  in  their  circumstances  an 
excuse  for  their  practice.  Hooker  never  questioned,  or  thought 
of  questioning,  the  right  of  a  Huguenot  or  a  German  minister  to 
dispense  the  sacraments. 

There  was  nothing,  then,  in  the  principles  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, in  the  period  of  which  we  are  speaking,  that  was  incompat- 
ible with  the  granting  of  a  parish  to  a  minister  ordained  through 
presbyters  alone.  That  is,  there  was  no  difficulty  from  any  sup- 
posed defect  in  his  ordination.  The  statute  of  the  thirteenth  of 
Elizabeth  was  a  part  of  her  coercive  measures  for  securing  -  uni- 
formity. It  required  all  ministers  who  had  been  ordained  by  any 
other  method  than  that  prescribed  under  Edward  VI,  to  present 
themselves  before  the  bishop,  and  give  their  approval  of  the 
Articles  of  Religion.  The  terms  of  the  act  cover  the  case  of 
Roman  Catholic  priests,  and  also  the  case  of  Protestant  ministers 
who  might  have  been  ordained  abroad,  whether  in  Scotland,  or  on 
the  Continent,  during  the  period  of  exile  in  the  preceding  reign. 
That  the  law  was  designed  to  refer  to  this  second  class,  as  well  as 
to  the  other,  has  been  affirmed  by  English  historians  and  theolo- 
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gians  of  every  party.  Strype  says  that  they  were  "  undoubtedly" 
meant.  It  is  now  denied  by  your  correspondent  that  such  cases 
ever  existed.  He  sets  aside  the  authority  of  Hallam,  who  deliber- 
ately affirms  that  "instances  of  foreigners  holding  preferment 
without  any  re-ordination  may  be  found  down  to  the  civil  wars." 
{Const,  Hist^  Harper's  Am.  ed.,  p.  226.)  To  contradict  Hallam 
on  a  matter  of  this  sort  one  should  be  very  sure  of  his  ground. 
Your  correspondent  dismisses  Macaulay  in  an  equally  summary  man- 
ner, as  one  "  full  of  party  prejudice."  Macaulay  is  a  somewhat 
rhetorical  writer :  and  in  the  multitude  of  details  which  crowd  his 
history,  a  few  errors  have  been  detected.  But  no  man  was  more 
familiar  with  the  times  of  which  he  wrote,  and  he  is  not  an  inac- 
curate author.  Your  correspondent  likewise  dismisses  Bishop 
Burnet  with  a  disparagement  which  I  believe  to  be  scarcely  less 
unjust.  Even  Strype,  he  thinks,  is  not  to  be  trusted.  But  here 
came  Bishop  Fleetwood  and  Bishop  Cosin.*  Both  are  witnesses 
of  unimpeached  veracity.  Bishop  Cosin  had  personally  known  of 
individuals  who  had  taken  English  parishes  with  only  Presbyterian 
orders,  and  knew  of  many  other  cases  before  his  time.  This  would 
strike  one  as  conclusive  testimony.  But  as  Bishop  Cosin  did  not 
specify  the  cases,  his  declaration  is  not  to  be  accepted  I  Fleet- 
wood was  born  sixteen  years  after  1641,  the  latest  date  at  which 
instances  of  this  sort  could  have  occurred,  and  therefore  he  is  not 
to  be  believed  I  As  if  persons  who  took  parishes  before  1641 
might  not  have  lived  long  enough  for  Fleetwood  to  know  them ; 
and  as  if  a  man  cannot  get  credible  information  respecting  any- 
thing prior  to  his  birth  I  It  would  be  instructive  to  see  what 
would  become,  on  such  principles  of  reasoning,  of  accepted  argu- 
ments from  what  Irenseus  and  other  fathers  say  of  the  constitution 
of  the  Church  before  their  time. 


*  Fleetwood  became  a  bishop  in  1*708.  He  says :  **  During  the  reigns  of  King 
James  and  King  Charles  I,  and  to  the  year  1 661,  we  had  many  ministers  from 
Scotland,  from  France,  and  the  Low  Countries,  who  were  ordained  by  presbyters 
only,  and  not  bishops,  and  they  were  instituted  into  benefices  with  cure  *  *  * 
and  yet  were  never  re-ordained,  but  only  subscribed  the  Articles."  Bishop  Cosin 
says  of  the  ministers  of  the  French  Reformed  Church,  that  in  the  event  of  "their 
receiving  a  public  charge  or  cure  of  souls  among  us  (as  I  have  known  some  of 
them  to  have  so  done  of  late,  and  can  instance  in  maaty  other  before  my  time)  our 
bishops  did  not  ordain  them."  "  Nor,"  he  adds,  "did  our  laws  require  more  of 
such  ministers  than  to  declare  their  public  consent  to  the  religion  received  amongst 
us,  and  to  subscribe  the  Articles  established."  (Letter  to  Mr.  Cordelj  Bishop 
Cosin,  a  leader  of  the  High  Church  party,  was  bom  in  1594.  He  retired  to  France 
during  the  civil  war,  and  at  the  restoration  was  made  a  bishop.  Bishop  Hall's 
perfectly  decisive  testimony  we  present  on  a  later  paga 
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These  witnesses,  then,  to  whom  your  correspondent  alludes, 
fhlly  establish  the  fai^.t  which  he  seeks  to  disprove.  But  there  are 
other  proofs,  equally  if  not  more  decisive.  Lord  Bacon  probably 
wrote  his  "  Advertisement  concerning  Controversies  of  the  Church 
of  Migland^^^  in  1589.  In  the  course  of  this  tract  he  adverts  to  the 
gradual  sharpening  of  the  antagonism  between  the  two  contest- 
ants, the  Puritan  and  the  Churchman.  He  says  that  stiff  defend- 
ers of  Episcopacy  were  beginning  to  condemn  their  opponents  as 
a  "  sect"  "  Yea,"  he  adds,  "  and  some  indiscreet  persons  have 
been  bold  in  open  preaching  to  use  dishonorable  and  derogative 
speech  and  censure  of  the  churches  abroad ;  and  that  so  far  as 
some  of  our  men,  as  I  have  heard,  ordained  in  foreign  parts,  have 
been  pronounced  to  be  no  lawful  ministers.  Thus  we  see  the 
be^nnings  were  modest,  but  the  extremes  were  violent,  bo  as  there 
is  almost  as  great  a  distance  of  either  side  from  itself  as  was  at 
the  first  of  one  from  the  other."  This  he  accounts  for  on  the 
ground  that  the  partisans  of  the  High  Church  side  had  become 
^^  exasperate  through  contentions."  I  cannot  imagine  how  this 
piece  of  evidence  can  be  invalidated,  unless,  indeed,  it  should  be 
said  that  Lord  Bacon  did  not  mention  names !  There  were  minis- 
ters— "  our  men,"  they  are  called — ministers  in  the  English  Church, 
who  had  not  been  episcopally  consecrated,  and,  hence,  were 
denounced  as  having  no  right  to  exercise  the  ministry. 

The  cases  of  Whittingham  and  Travers,  to  which  your  corres- 
pondent appeals,  so  far  from  tending,  when  they  are  fairly  stated, 
to  support  his  position,  strongly  tend  to  overthrow  it.  Whitting- 
ham had  written  a  preface  to  Goodman's  book  against  the  govern- 
ment of  women,  which  was  a  companion  piece  to  Knox's  famous 
"  Blast  of  the  Trumpet^'^  on  the  same  theme.*  He  was  opposed 
to  the  imposition  of  the  vestments,  and  wrote  against  it.  On  the 
19th  of  July,  1562,  he  had  been  made  Dean  of  Durham.  There 
was  a  kind  of  standing  conflict  between  him  and  Sandys,  Arch- 
bishop of  York,  his  Metropolitan.  The  Archbishop  at  length 
attempted  to  depose  him  by  denying  that  he  had  ever  been 
ordained.  A  Commission  of  Inquiry  was  appointed,  which  came 
to  no  result.     In  1578,  a  second  Commission  was  appointed.     The 

*  Whittingham  was  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  Anti-Liturgical  party  at  Frank- 
fort, daring  the  reigpn  of  Mary.  He  retired  to  Greneva^  and  took  part  in  the  trans- 
lation of  the  Geneva  Bible.  There  is  the  best  reason  for  believing  that  if  Whit- 
tingham and  Travers  had  not  been  obnoxious  on  account  of  their  Puritanism, 
there  would  have  been  no  proceedings  against  them. 
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Dean,  who  was  powerfiilly  supported,  died  before  the  affair  was 
terminated  or  a  decision  reached.  It  is  true,  as  your  correspond- 
ent states,  that  he  claimed  to  have  been  ordained  at  Geneva, 
according  to  the  method  of  the  Reformed  Church  there.  But 
there  is  another  most  material  fact  which  your  correspondent 
leaves  out.  This  statement  of  Whittingham  was  denied  by  San- 
dys, who  claimed  that  he  had  not  been  thus  ordained,  but  had 
been  ordained  by  a  few  lay  persons  in  a  private  house.  The  pro- 
ceeding was  looked  upon  by  many  as  a  reflection  upon  the  Church 
of  Geneva.  This  was  the  feeling  of  the  Lord  President,  the  Earl 
of  Huntington,  who  wrote  to  Burleigh  that  "  his  lordship  could 
judge  what  flame  this  spark  was  likely  to  breed,  if  it  should  kin- 
dle ;  for  it  could  not  but  be  ill  taken  by  all  the  godly  learned, 
both  at  home  and  in  all  the  foreign  churches  abroad,  that  we 
should  allow  of  the  popish  massing  priests  in  our  ministry,  and 
disallow  of  the  ministers  made  in  a  Reformed  Church."  On  the 
other  side,  the  Archbishop's  Chancellor  reported  that  Whitting- 
ham had  not  proved  that  he  had  been  ordained  "at  Geneva 
according  to  the  order  of  the  Genevan  [office  or  book],  by  public 
authority  established  there."  (Strype,  Annal8„  Oxford  ed.,  II,  ii, 
170.)  The  Archbishop  asserted  that  "neither  in  Geneva  nor  in 
any  Reformed  Church  in  Europe  it  could  be  proved  that  any  such 
orders  were  ever  used  or  allowed  of."  In  short,  the  attempt  to 
depose  Whittingham  was  defended  on  the  ground  that  he  had  not 
been  ordained  according  to  the  Geneva  method ;  and  there  is  a 
pretty  strong  implication  that,  if  he  had  been,  there  would  be  no 
ground  for  the  proceeding  against  him.  Is  it  not  a  case  of  excep- 
Ho  prohat  regulam  f 

Travers  was  a  candidate  for  the  office  of  Master  of  the  Temple, 
where  he  was  a  preacher  at  the  time  when  Hooker  was  appointed 
to  the  place.  Travers  was  a  strict  Calyinist  and  a  strenuous 
Puritan.  On  this  last  ground  he  was  peculiarly  obnoxious  to 
Whitgift.  Whitgift  resolved  to  silence  him,  and  alleged  as  a 
reason  that  he  had  not  been  properly  ordained.  Travers  replied 
that  he  had  been  ordained  at  Antwerp,  after  the  method  of  the 
Dutch  Churches ;  and  asserted  that  many  others,  who  had  been 
ordained  in  Scotland  and  elsewhere  abroad,  had  held  offices  in  the 
English  Church — a  statement  which,  as  he  was  a  man  of  acknow- 
ledged veracity,  must  be  believed.  He  appealed  to  the  statute 
of  the  18th  of  Elizabeth.  Whitgift  is  careful  not  to  deny  the 
validity  of  Presbyterian  ordination,  such  as  was  practiced  in  the 
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foreign  charches.  His  ground  was  that  Travero  had  gone  abroad 
out  of  dislike  to  the  "  order  of  his  own  country  " — the  method  of 
ordination  in  the  English  Church  ;  that  he  had  been  ordained  by 
such  "  as  had  not  authority  to  ordain  him."  The  charge  was  that 
Travers  was  a  schismatic ;  that,  being  in  the  Church  of  Enghind, 
he  ran  abroad — '*  gaddeth  into  other  countries  " — and  there  got 
himself  ordained,  as  was  said,  by  Cartwright  and  ViUers,  a 
Frenchman.  In  this  case,  as  in  that  of  Whittingham,  there  is  no 
impeachment  of  the  ordination  of  foreign  ministers  generally,  but 
rather  an  implied  admission  of  its  validity.  Travers  urged  that 
Christ's  Church  being  one,  every  person  who  has  received  ordina- 
tion in  one  branch  of  it  must  be  received  as  a  minister  in  every 
other.  Whitgift,  in  his  annotations  upon  Travers'  paper,  refers 
to  the  fact  thai  the  French  Church,  when  a  minister  comes  to 
them  from  abroad,  require  something  more  than  proof  of  his  ordi- 
nation, and  subject  him  to  an  additional  ^'  calling."  When  the 
Archbishop,  in  his  note,  remarks  that  the  churches  which  allowed 
of  Presbytery  "  are  an  exception  to  the  rule,"  he  refers  to  the 
rule  to  which  Travers  appealed,  viz :  that  a  minister  in  one  place 
is  a  minister  everywhere.  The  Presbyterian  Churches,  Whitgift 
means  to  say,  did  not  sanction  this  rule.  Whitgift,  as  we  have 
said,  in  all  his  conflicts  with  the  Puritans,  never  denies  the  va- 
lidity of  Presbyterian  ordination,  as  established  in  the  foreign 
Protestant  churches.  Travers,  notwithstanding  his  deposition, 
which  was  accomplished  with  difficulty,  was  called  to  Dublin  by 
Archbishop  Loftus,  and  made  Master  of  Trinity  College,  where 
he  had  for  one  of  his  pupils  Archbishop  XJssher,  then  in  his 
youth. 

The  act  of  the  13th  of  Elizabeth  continued  in  force  until  the 
Restoration  of  Charles  11,  when,  in  1662,  the  statute  for  unifor- 
mity was  passed,  which  forbade  any  person  to  hold  any  benefice, 
or  to  administer  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  ''  before  he 
be  ordained  a  priest  by  Episcopal  ordination."  This  statute  took 
away  the  last  protection  which  the  law  afforded  to  clergymen 
who  had  not  been  ordained  by  a  bishop. 
The  different  attitude  in  relation  to  other  Protestant  bodies 

and  to  their  ministry,  which  the  English  Church  assumed  under 
Laud,  as  comp.ired  with  its  position  during  the  first  three  Prot- 
estant reigns,  is  a  fact  as  well  attested  by  the  consent  of  histori- 
cal scholars  of  various  and  conflicting  schools  as  anything  else 

n  the  ecclesiastical  history  of  England.     The  reign  of  James  L 
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formed  the  transition  to  this  new  position.  The  participation  of 
dignitaries  of  the  English  Church  in  the  Synod  of  Dort,  was  one 
of  the  last  conspicuous  acts  of  fellowship  with  the  Reformed 
Churches  of  the  continent.  The  Puritan  controversy  naturally 
led  to  this  result.  The  Puritans  were  at  first  treated  as  schis- 
matics, mutineers  against  the  National  Church  established  by 
public  authority.  It  was  natural  that  the  churches  abroad,  whose 
principles  the  Puritans  espoused,  should  eventually  be  included 
in  the  same  condemnation,  and  be  pronounced  destitute  of  a  duly 
ordained  ministry.  Especially  was  this  natural  when  a  great 
part  of  the  Puritans  themselves  claimed  a  jure  divino  sanction 
and  an  exclusive  right  for  their  own  favorite  system  of  polity. 

To  enter  into  the  merits  of  this  great  controversy,  which  rent 
English  Protestantism  in  twain,  is  no  part  of  my  present  purpose* 
Even  at  this  late  day  it  may  not  be  perfectly  easy  to  hold  the 
scales  of  judgment  even ;  but  there  ought  to  be  no  dispute  about 
the  facts.  George  P.  Fisher. 

Yale  College,  Nov.  9,  1873. 

To  the  list  of  witnesses  to  the  fact  of  the  admission  of  rain- 
isterp,  not  ordained  by  bishops,  to  spiritual  preferment  in  Eng- 
land, is  to  be  added  the  name  of  Bishop  Hall,  who  was  the 
most  conspicuous  defender  of  Episcopacy  just  prior  to  the  civil 
war.  In  his  "  Defence  of  the  Humble  Remonstrance,^^  which  was 
written  at  that  time,  he  says :  "  I  know  those,  more  than  one, 
that  by  virtue  only  of  that  ordination  which  they  have  brought 
with  them  from  other  reformed  churches,  have  enjoyed  spirit- 
ual promotions  and  livings,  without  any  exception  against  the 
lawfulness  of  their  calling."  Such  testimony  would  seem  to 
be  sufficient  to  convince  the  most  skeptical.  The  gravest 
objection  which  is  urged  against  proofs  of  this  character  is  that 
the  witnesses  do  not  give  names!  Then,  when  the  Evangelists 
tell  us  that  many  people  went  to  hear  John  the  Baptist,  we 
must  discredit  them  because  they  do  not  mention  names  and 
places  of  residenca  As  we  have  brought  forward  proofs 
derived  from  Episcopal  sources,  we  may  certainly  be  permitted, 
by  way  of  corroboration,  to  add  the  statement  of  the  learned 
Puritan  historian,  Neal,  whom  it  is  too  much  the  fashion  of  the 
High  Church  school  to  disparage.  Speaking  of  the  state  of 
things  about  the  year  1580,  he  says :  "  The  statute  of  the  13th 
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Eliz.,  cap.  xii,  admits  the  ministration  of  those  who  had  only 
been  ordained  according  to  the  manner  of  the  Scots,  or  other 
foreign  churches :  there  were  some  scores,  if  not  hundreds,  of 
them  now  in  the  Church."*  The  case  of  John  Morrison,  who 
was  licensed  by  Archbishop  Grindal,  in  1682,  to  preach  and 
administer  the  sacraments  in  the  province  of  Canterbury,  has 
often  been  referred  to.  The  license  was  issued,  with  the  a«5sent 
of  the  Archbishop,  by  Dr.  Aubrey,  the  Vicar-General;  and  it 
describes  Morrison  as  one  who  had  been  ordained  according  to 
the  "  laudable  form  and  rite  of  the  Eeformed  Church  of  Scot- 
land," which  at  that  time  was  essentially  Presbyterian,  There 
is  no  reason  to  doubt  that  his  ordination  was  by  the  Synod  of 
the  County  of  Lothian. 

The  following  is  Prof  Fisher's  second  letter  to  the  Tribune. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Tribune. 

Sir  ;  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  courteous  tone  of  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Drunmi's  conununication,  in  which  he  makes  another  attempt  to 
disprove  the  statement  that  Presbytemn  ministers  were  once 
admitted  to  parishes  in  the  Church  of  England  without  re-ordiua- 
tion.  But,  after  having  read  his  acute  and  learned  argument,  I 
must  still  decline  to  comply  with  his  invitation  to  retract  the 
assertion,  for  the  reason  that  I  am  fully  convinced  of  its  truth. 
The  testimony  of  Lord  Bacon,  which  Dr.  Drumm  does  not  notice  ; 
of  Bishop  Cosin — I  know  of  no  reason  for  questioning  the  genuine- 
ness of  his  letter — of  Bishop  Fleetwood,  of  Bishop  Burnet,  and 
of  Strype,  not  to  speak  of  other  proofs,  appears  to  me  quite  suffi- 
cient to  establish  the  fact.f  The  circumstance  that  the  witnesses 
do  not  mention  the  names  of  persons  and  of  parishes  only  shows 
the  absence  of  all  anticipation  that  at  some  remote  day  their 
statement  would  be  called  in  question.  I  am  confirmed  in  the 
opinion  that  they  are  correct,  from  the  fact  that  the  validity  of 
Presbyterian  ordination  was  not  questioned  in  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land at  that  time,  and  that  the  relations  of  England  with  Scotland, 
and  with  the  Continent,  especially  after  the  defeat  of  the  Protes- 
tants in  Germany  by  Charles  V,  and  during  the  Marian  period, 
were  such  as  would  naturally  bring  into  England  ministers  who 
had  received  ordination  in  the  Protestant  churches  abroad.  I 
am  further  strengthened  in  this  opinion  by  the  authority  of  such 

♦  History  of  the  PuritanSf  P.  I,  a  vi. 

t  For  the  oondosiye  testimonj  of  Bishop  Hall,  see  p.  136  of  this  Article. 
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hiBtorians  as  Hallam  and  Macaulay,  to  say  nothing  of  Lathbury 
and  others  of  less  note,  and  by  the  concurrence  of  Episcopal  theo- 
logians who  have  studied  the  subject,  like  Keble.* 

I  have  no  occasion  to  engage  in  a  debate  with  Dr.  Drumm 
about  the  merits  of  English  historical  writers.  I  would  only 
remind  him  that  Hallam  published  his  last  revision  of  the  Consti- 
tutional  SUtory^  the  best  and  most  thorough  of  all  his  works,  in 
1846.  Dr.  Drumm  is  mistaken  in  saying  that  Hallam  offers  no 
evidence  of  his  statement  in  regard  to  the  admission  of  Presby- 
terian ministers  to  parishes.  Dr. ,  Drumm  probably  referred  to 
the  second  passage  in  which  Hallam  makes  this  assertion,  and 
overlooked  the  first,  with  which  the  marginal  references  are  con- 
nected. Everybody  knows  that  Macaulay  paints  in  strong  colors ; 
but  a  few  instances  of  error,  as  when  he  confounds  George  Penn 
the  pardon-broker  with  William  Penn  the  Quaker,  only  set  in 
relief  the  miraculous  retentiveness  and  almost  unfailing  accuracy 
of  his  memory.  As  to  Burnet,  I  think  Macaulay  right,  who  says 
of  the  charge  of  inaccuracy  brought  against  him :  "  I  believe  the 
charge  to  be  altogether  unjust.  He  appears  to  be  singularly 
inaccurate  only  because  his  narrative  has  been  subjected  to  scru- 
tiny singularly  severe  and  unfriendly."  Burnet  was  bom  in 
Scotland  about  the  beginning  of  the  civil  war  in  England;  he  was 
personally  familiar  with  both  countries,  and  with  the  churches 
abroad ;  and  he  was  an  honest  man.  When,  therefore,  in  explain- 
ing the  Act  of  Uniformity  of  1661,  he  says  (in  the  History  of  his 
own  Time) :  "  Another  point  was  fixed  by  the  Act  of  Uniformity, 
which  was  more  at  large  formerly  :  those  who  came  to  England 
from  the  foreign  churches  had  not  been  required  to  be  ordained 
among  us ;  but  now  all  that  had  not  Episcopal  ordination  were 
made  incapable  of  holding  any  ecclesiastical  benefice" — I  believe 
that  he  tells  the  truth. 

Dr.  Drumm  seems  to  differ  from  me  in  relation  to  the  date 
when  the  jure  divino  doctrine  of  Episcopacy  began  to  be  promul- 
gated in  the  Church  of  England.  He  attributes  this  doctrine  to 
Whitgift,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  in  the  closing  years  of  Eliz- 

*Keble  says:  "Nearly  up  to  the  time  when  he  [Hooker]  wrote,  numbers  had 
been  admitted  to  the  ministry  of  the  Church  in  England,  with  no  better  than  Pres- 
byterian ordination,  and  it  appears  by  Travers's  SwppUcaMon  to  the  Council^  that 
such  was  the  construction  not  uncommonly  put  upon  the  statute  of  the  13th  of 
Elizabeth,  permitting  those  who  had  received  orders  in  any  other  form  than  that 
of  the  English  Service  Book,  on  giving  certain  securities,  to  exercise  their  calling 
in  England." — Preface  to  Hooker's  Works^  vol  1,  xxvi. 
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abeth's  reign.  In  thiB  Dr.  Dramm  is  Barely  wrong.  If  the  pach 
sage  which  he  qnotes  warranted  the  inference  which  he  draws 
from,  it,  it  would  stand  in  flagrant  contradiction  to  the  whole 
tenor  of  Whitglil^s  writings,  and  to  his  explicit  affirmations.  By 
the  Jure  divine  doctrine  is  meant  not  simply  that  Episcopacy 
existed  in  the  Apostolic  age,  under  the  sanction  of  the  Apostles, 
but  that  it  is  a  perpetual  and  indispensable  form  of  polity.  Whit- 
gifl  believed  in  the  Apostolic  origin  of  Episcopacy,  and  that  it 
ought  to  be  continued ;  but  he  did  not  deny  that  churches,  with  a 
lawful  ministry,  could  exist  without  it.  In  the  Letter  to  Beza, 
from  which  Dr.  Drumm  has  quoted,  which  was  written  as  late  as 
1593,  he  says:  ^' There  is  no  mortal  man  more  studious  of  the 
peace  of  the  Church  than  myself;  nor  one  who,  from  his  soul, 
more  truly  wisheth  that  every  particular  church  would  mind  its 
own  business,  and  not  prescribe  the  laws  of  rites  and  the  manner 
of  government  to  others."  This  practice  it  is,  he  adds,  "  which 
bringeth  forth  that  unhappy  estrangement  of  souls  among  breth- 
ren." He  agrees  with  Beza  that  "  liberty  was  to  be  left  to  every 
church,  in  rites  and  such  externals,  so  that  they  be  made  to  edifi- 
cation." "I  pray,"  he  says,  "that  you  would  go  on,  by  your 
daily  prayers  poured  forth  to  God,  to  help  us  and  the  whole 
Church  of  England,  which  we  do  diligently  for  you  and  your 
church  settled  there  with  you."  In  the  same  Letter,  Whitgift 
says  that  SutclifTs  book  (published  in  1591)  was  the  first  attack 
that  had  been  made  in  England  against  the  Presbyterian  system 
as  it  existed  abroad ;  and  that  this  was  provoked  by  the  long-con- 
tinued aspersions  cast  upon  the  English  system  by  the  Puritans 
and  by  their  foreign  abettors.*  In  the  preface  to  the  "  Defense" 
against  Cartwright,  Whitgift  says  of  "the  order  of  things  ex- 
ternal, touching  the  government  of  the  Church  and  administration 
of  the  sacraments :"  "  We  do  not  take  upon  us  (as  we  are  slan- 
dered) either  to  blame  or  to  condemn  other  churches,  for  such 
orders  as  they  have  received  most  fit  for  their  estates."  Else- 
where he  says :  "  That  any  one  kind  of  govemment  is  so  neces- 
sary that  without  it  the  Church  cannot  be  saved,  or  that  it  may 
not  be  altered  into  some  other  kind  thought  to  be  more  expedient^ 
I  utterly  deny."  He  cites  with  approval  the  declaration  of  Cal- 
vin that  "  in  ceremonies  and  external  discipline,  He  [Godj  hath 
not  in  Scripture  particularly  determined  anything,  but  left  the 
same  to  his  Church,  to  make  or  to  abrogate,  to  alter  or  continue, 

♦  Strype,  Life  of  Whitg^  B.  IV,  c.  x. 
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to  add  or  to  take  away,  as  shall  be  thought  from  time  to  time 
most  convenient  for  the  present  state  of  the  Church."  "  Wherein," 
says  Whitgift,  "  do  we  agree  with  the  Papists  ?  or  wherein  do  we 
dissent  from  the  Reformed  Churches  ?  With  these  we  have  all 
points  of  doctrine  and  substance  common ;  from  the  other  we  dis- 
sent, in  the  most  part  both  of  doctrine  and  ceremonies."  •  The 
Episcopacy  which  Whitgift  advocates  is  a  superiority  of  one  min- 
ister over  other  ministers  in  office  or  degree,  as  an  arrangement  of 
government,  for  the  sake  of  union  and  discipline.  Rome  to  him 
is  still  "  Antichrist,"  and  the  foreign  churches  of  the  Protestants 
are  recognized  and  honored  as  they  were  by  Cranmer  and  Parker. 

The  jure  divino  theory  dates  from  the  era  of  Laud.  It  is 
intimately  connected  with  the  sacerdotal  idea  of  Episcopacy 
which,  prior  to  that  date,  however  it  may  have  been  suggested, 
had  not  gained  a  foothold  in  the  Church  of  England,  and  had 
been  repudiated  in  the  teaching  of  her  greatest  reformers  and 
divines.  It  was  one  item  in  that  accusation  against  Laud  which 
cost  him  his  head,  that,  as  a  part  of  a  scheme  for  ''  Romanizing  " 
the  Church  of  England,  he  had  broken  off  communion  with  the 
Protestant  churches  abroad,  and  had  tried  to  lead  Bishop  Hall  to 
lay  down  a  theory  of  Episcopacy  that  would  exclude  them  from 
fellowship.  Clarendon,  describing  the  causes  of  the  civil  war, 
states  how,  a  few  years  before  its  commencement,  the  foreign 
churches  in  England,  which  had  before  been  cherished  and  pro- 
tected, were  broken  up,  on  the  ostensible  ground  that  they  lent 
aid  and  comfort,  by  their  example  and  otherwise,  to  the  Puritans. 
This  harsh  measure  of  the  government  he  explains  by  the  fact 
"  that  the  power  of  churchmen  grew  more  transcendent,  and, 
indeed,  the  faculties  of  the  lay-counselors  more  dull,  lazy,  and 
inactive."  Then  he  relates  how  a  new  policy  was  adopted  by  the 
English  embassadors  abroad,  which  turned  the  foreign  Protestants 
against  the  English  king : — 

"  Whereas  in  all  former  times,  the  Embassadors,  and  all  foreign 
JMinisters  of  State,  employed  from  England  into  any  parts  where 
the  reformed  religion  was  exercised,  frequented  their  churches, 
gave  all  possible  countenance  to  their  profession,  and  held  corres- 
pondence with  the  most  active  and  powerful  persons  of  that  rela- 
tion, and  especially  the  embassador  lieger  at  Paris,  from  the  time 
of  the  Reformation,  had  diligently  and  constantly  frequented  the 
church  at  Charenton,"  "  some  advertisements,  if  not  instructions, 

*  These  passages  are  from  WhitgifVB  WnUngs^  Parker  Soa  ed. 
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were  given  to  the  embassadors  there  *  to  forbear  any  extraordinary 
commerce  with  that  tribe.' "  Lord  Scudamore,  the  English  em- 
bassador, Clarendon  further  states,  fitted  up  a  chapel,  in  ritualistic 
fashion,  in  his  own  house,  and  took  pains  to  say  '^  that  the  Church 
of  England  looked  not  on  the  Huguenots  as  a  part  of  their  com- 
munion," "  which,"  adds  Clarendon,  "  was  too  much  and  too  in- 
dustriously discoursed  at  home." 

Dr.  Drumm  concedes  that,  in  the  age  following  the  Reformation, 
there  was  an  ecclesiastical  fellowship  between  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land and  the  Protestant  churches  abroad.  However  it  may  suit 
the  convenience  of  certain  writers  to  ignore  or  deny  this  fact,  it  is 
established  by  most  conyincing  and  multiplied  proofs.  One  might 
as  well  deny  that  Edward  VT.  and  Elizabeth  ever  reigned,  or  that 
Cranmer,  Ridley,  Jewel,  Parker,  and  their  cotemporaries  ever 
lived,  as  to  call  in  question  the  fact  of  an  uninterrupted  and  cor- 
dial fellowship  on  their  part  with  the  Protestant,  and  especially 
the  Zwinglian  and  Calvinistic  Churches  of  the  continent.  It  is 
high  time  that  the  attempt  of  a  school  of  partisan  writers  to  cover 
up  this  fact  should  cease ;  if,  for  no  other  reason,  to  save  them- 
selves from  the  contempt  of  all  well-informed  students  of  English 
history.  The  invitation  given  by  Cranmer  to  foreign  theologians, 
to  take  posts  of  high  influence  and  honor  in  the  English  Church,  is 
only  one  of  a  multitude  of  circumstances  which  illustrate  the  eccle- 
siastical communion,  as  well  as  the  personal  intimacy  that  sub- 
sisted between  the  Anglican  and  the  Continental  divines.  If 
Bishop  Potter  now  held  in  his  diocese  the  station  which  Cranmer 
held  in  England,  and  if  he  were  to  invite  the  Rev.  Dr.  Schaff  and 
the  Rev.  Dr.  William  Adams — or  two  Presbyterian  ministers  of 
equal  distinction  from  Europe — ^to  take  chairs  in  the  General 
Theological  Seminary,  where  Episcopal  clergymen  are  trained  ;  if 
he  were,  also,  to  request  them,  as  Cranmer  requested  Bucer  and 
Fagius,  to  translate  the  Bible  into  Latin,  with  *'  explanations  of 
the  difficult  passages  in  each  chapter,  and  the  addition  of  sum- 
maries and  parallel  places,"  the  whole  to  be  subsequently  rendered 
into  English  for  the  use  of  preachers  and  people  ;*  if  he  were  to 
ask  them,  further,  to  furnish  criticisms  of  the  Prayer-Book  with  a 
view  to  the  revision  of  it,  and  to  aid  him  in  drawing  up  a  creed  to 
which  the  clergy  of  his  diocese  should  subscribe  ;  if  Bishop  Potter 
were  to  do  all  this,  he  would  surely  be  judged  not  to  have  any 
decided  repugnance  to  Presbyterian  ordination.     But  Cranmer 

*  Original  LeUen,  I,  3Z4. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


142  Rdat^'on  of  the  Church  of  England  [Jan. 

and  other  leaders  of  the  English  Heformation  have  left  on  record 
direct  and  conclusive  evidence  of  their  opinions  on  this  subject. 
Their  opinions,  it  may  be  here  remarked,  are  not  ascertamed  by 
inference  from  a  few  old  phrases  left  standing  in  the  Prayer-Book, 
but  from  their  personal  declarations,  supported  and  illustrated  as 
these  are  by  their  uniform  conduct. 

Dr.  Drumm  concedes  that  the  Church  of  England  was  in  com- 
munion with  the  other  Protestant  churches ;  but  he  sets  forth  a 
hypothesis  to  account  for  it,  which  I  cannot  but  consider  histori- 
cally groundless.  His  explanation  is,  in  substance,  that  the  Re- 
formers generally  believed  in  Episcopacy  as  the  true  and  right 
form  of  church  government,  and  that,  for  this  reason,  the  English 
kept  up  their  connection  with  their  Protestant  brethren,  and  main- 
tained communion  with  them  until  forbearance  ceased  to  be  a  vir- 
tue. The  real  explanation  is,  that  until  the  conflict  with  Puritan- 
ism had  reached  its  height,  the  English  accorded  with  the  Con- 
tinental Reformers  in  regarding  Episcopacy  as  among  things  in- 
different, which  a  church  might  adopt  or  reject  at  its  will  If 
there  was  toleration  or  forbearance  on  either  side,  during  the 
period  to  which  I  refer,  it  was  exercised  toward  the  English  more 
than  by  them,  and  was  so  understood  by  both  parties. 

At  the  outset  of  the  Protestant  movement,  Luther,  in  his  Ad- 
dress to  the  Nobles  of  the  German  Nation,  struck  at  the  root  of 
the  tree  by  denying  the  existence  of  a  priestly  class  in  the  Church, 
and  by  asserting  the  universal  priesthood  of  disciples.  A  com- 
pany of  pious  laymen,  in  a  desert,  could  choose  one  of  their  num- 
ber to  be  their  minister,  and  *'*■  the  man  so  chosen  would  be  as 
truly  a  priest  as  if  all  the  bishops  in  the  world  had  consecrated 
him."  This  doctrine  was  the  key-note  to  the  Reformation.  It 
was  professed  in  its  essential  principle  by  the  Reformers  in  all 
countries,  and  by  none  more  empliatically  than  by  Cranmer. 
With  him  it  was  mingled  with  a  very  strong  infusion  of  Erastian- 
ism.  "  If  all  the  bishops  and  priests  in  a  region  were  dead,"  he 
says,  it  is  not  forbidden  by  the  divine  law  that  "  the  king  of  that 
region  should  make  bishops  and  priests  to  supply  the  same."  He 
declares  that  bishops  and  priests  are  originally  and  intrinsically 
the  same  class  of  ministers,  and  that  ordination  and  consecration 
are  "  comely  ceremonies,"  but  are  not  necessary.  It  is  true  that 
the  Lutheran  Reformers  had  no  objection  to  Episcopacy  as  an 
ecclesiastical  arrangement,  existing  jure  humano.  Bishops  were 
retained  in  Sweden,  and,  in  the  form  of  superintendents,  in  Den- 
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mark  The  Lntherans  expressed  their  view  in  the  Smalcaldic 
Articles,  where  they  affirm  the  parity  of  the  clergy,  declare  Epis- 
copacy, or  the  precedence  of  one  over  others,  a  human  institation, 
and  assert  that  when  ordinary  hishops  become  enemies  of  the 
Church,  or  refuse  to  ordain,  the  Church  can  dispense  with  them, 
since  with  the  Church  rests  the  right  to  call,  elect,  and  ordain  her 
ministers.  Melancthon  wanted  bishops,  and  Luther  would  not 
have  objected  to  them,  as  a  preventive  of  disorder  and  a  counter- 
poise to  the  apprehended  tyranny  of  the  civil  authority.  In  Eng- 
land, generally  speaking,  the  same  views  prevailed ;  and  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  VI,  bishops  frequently  went  by  the  name  of 
superintendents.*  The  principles  of  Calvin  on  this  subject  were 
in  harmony  with  those  of  Luther,  Melancthon  and  Cranmer.  I 
am  acquainted  with  the  story  of  the  intercepted  letter,  which 
Strype  has  taken  up  in  his  Life  of  Parker;  but  I  know  of  no 
evidence  to  lead  one  to  think  that  Calvin  wished  to  have  Epis- 
copacy introduced  into  the  Reformed  Churches  which  had  given 
it  up.  But  he  recommended  the  King  of  Poland  to  retain  bishops, 
and  he  felt  no  repugnance  to  the  exercise  of  a  presidency,  super- 
intendence, or  official  superiority  by  one  minister,  who  should  be 
appointed  to  such  a  duty  by  the  Church.  Such  a  station  in  reality, 
though  not  in  name,  he  held  himself  at  Geneva.  When  Swiss 
divines  came  to  England  they  generally  found  many  things  which 
they  wished  to  see  reformed ;  but  to  bishops,  as  such,  they  had  no 
repugnance.  When  English  divines  went  to  Strasburg,  Zurich, 
or  Geneva,  they  felt  not  the  slightest  scruples  on  account  of  the 
parity  of  the  clergy  which  they  found  to  be  there  established. 

This  was  the  state  of  things  until  the  Puritan  controversy  grew 
warm.  This  controversy  grew  up  partly  out  of  the  fondness  which 
English  divines  acquired,  during  their  exile,  for  the  polity  and 
worship  of  the  Helvetic  Churches.  For  a  long  period  the  advo- 
cates of  the  Anglican  polity  acted  on  the  defensive.  This  was  not 
from  any  spirit  of  forbearance,  much  less  of  condescension,  toward 
the  foreign  churches,  but  because  they  had  no  thought  of  claiming 
for  their  polity  a  jure  divino  sanction,  and  never  dreamed  that 
the  foreign  churches  were  under  any  obligation  to  adopt  it.  A 
jure  divino  theory  of  church  polity  was  first  broached  on  the  Puri- 
tan side.  The  Anglicans  opposed  it  by  denying  that  forms  of 
church  government  are  prescribed  by  positive  law.  As  the  con- 
flict waxed  hot,  in  the  latter  part  of  Elizabeth's  reign,  a  class  of 

*  See  Sifype,  Annala  of  the  B^brmaUon. 
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defenders  of  Episcopacy  arose,  of  whom  Hooker  is  the  chief,  who 
held  that  this  polity  being,  in  their  view,  Apostolic  in  its  origin, 
having  generally  prevailed,  and  being  conducive  to  order,  should 
be  everywhere  retained,  unless  peculiar  circumstances  forbid  it« 
acceptance.  These  writers,  however,  do  not  assert  the^wrc  divino 
theory,  in  the  proper  sense  of  the  terms,  since  they  recognize  the 
foreign  Protestant  churches  as  true  churches,  and  their  ministry 
as  lawfully  ordained.  Substantially  this  position  is  taken  by 
several  of  the  foremost  Episcopal  divines  of  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury, as  Archbishop  Ussher  and  Bishops  Hall  and  Stillingfleet 
Ussher  thought  that  the  Churches  of  Holland  had  less  reason  for 
dropping  Episcopacy  than  the  Churches  of  France ;  yet  he  says, 
"  I  do  profess  that  with  like  affection  I  should  receive  the  blessed 
sacrament  at  the  hands  of  the  Dutch  ministers  if  I  were  in  Holland, 
as  I  should  do  at  the  *.ands  of  the  French  ministers  if  I  were  at 
Charenton."  Hall  loves  and  reveres  the  Protestant  churches 
abroad  as  the  "  dear  sisters  "  of  the  English  Church. 

Another  element  was  requisite  to  constitute  the  full-blown  doc- 
trine oi  jure  dimno  Episcopacy.  This  was  the  sacerdotal  theory; 
the  doctrine  of  a  continued,  particular  priesthood,  which  the  Re- 
formers had  unanimously  rejected.  It  began  to  be  claimed  that 
the  clergy  are,  by  virtue  of  the  exclusive  right  of  the  Episcopal 
order  to  consecrate  and  ordain,  a  self-perpetuating  body,  trans^ 
mitting  through  an  unbroken  channel  the  grace  that  qualities  the 
ministry  for  their  office;  so  that  the  Church — the  body  of  the 
laity — have  lost  out  of  their  hands  the  power  to  create  and  ordain 
their  ministers.  This  theory  logically  carried  with  it  the  rupture 
of  communion  with  the  non-episcopal  Protestant  bodies,  and  aa 
far  as  it  was  received,  it  effected  this  result. 

As  to  the  alleged  forbearance  of  the  Anglican  Church  and  of  its 
divines,  nothing  is  more  apparent  in  the  history  of  the  English 
Reformation  than  the  deference  felt  and  expressed  by  the  Angli- 
can leaders  towards  the  Reformers  on  the  Continent,  who  led  in 
the  great  revolt  against  Rome,  and  were  the  guides  of  the  Protest- 
ant religious  communities  abroad.  The  circumstances  of  England, 
in  the  long  and  doubtful  struggle  with  the  Roman  Catholic  party, 
naturally  led  the  English  Reformers  to  seek  the  counsel  and  lean 
upon  the  sympathy  of  their  continental  brethren.  Certain  it  is 
that  the  foimer  perpetually  turned  to  the  foreign  divines  for 
advice.  When  the  troubles  arose  among  the  English  exiles  at 
Frankfort  between  the  adherents  of  the  Liturgy,  led  by  Cox,  after* 
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ward  Bishop  of  £ly,  and  their  opponents,  led  by  Knox — the  first 
manifestation  of  the  differences  that  led  to  the  Puritan  contro- 
versy— one  minor  point  of  dissension  was  on  the  question  whether 
the  ministers  should  be  equal  in  power,  or  whether  precedence 
should  be  given  to  one  of  them.*  Both  factions,  by  a  common 
instinct,  appealed  to  Calvin  for  advice.  Afterward,  when  the 
Puritan  controversy  broke  forth  in  England,  both  parties  applied 
for  encouragement  and  support  to  Zurich  and  Geneva.  The  per- 
sonal influence  of  Calvin  and  Bullinger  in  England,  especially 
after  Ridley  and  Cranmer  adopted  the  Swiss  doctrine  of  the  sacra- 
ment, was  for  a  long  time  well-nigh  authoritative.  Their  trea- 
tises were  the  text-books  in  theology,  recommended  to  the  clergy, 
and  everywhere  in  their  handa  Their  names  were  spoken  with 
reverence.  We  see  in  the  writings  of  Hooker,  at  a  time  when  the 
contest  with  the  Puritans  was  beginning  to  break  up  this  old 
habit  of  unqualified  respect  for  Calvin,  how  much  of  this  feeling 
still  remains.  Hooker  not  only  says  that  Calvin  did  the  best  he 
could  in  his  church  arrangements  at  Geneva,  but  he  pronounces 
an  elaborate  and  glowing  eulogy  upon  him  and  his  writings — an 
encomium  which  I  fear  that  many  who  are  accustomed  to  praise 
Hooker  without  stint  have  never  read.  If  it  be  said  that  in  the 
Puritan  conflict  the  Anglican  divines  long  abstained  from  direct 
attacks  on  the  Presbyterian  system,  and  from  expressions  dispar- 
aging to  the  foreign  churches,  this  is  true.  Whitgift  asserts  this 
fact,  and  perhaps  may  be  said  to  exemplify  it.  But  this  reserve, 
due  in  great  part  though  it  was  to  fraternal  feeling,  was  partly 
consequent  on  the  old  sentiment  of  respect  for  the  Helvetic  Reform- 
ers and  their  churches.  This  it  is  which  leads  Whitgift  to  quote 
Calvin,  Zwingle,  Bullinger,  and  the  others,  on  almost  every  page, 
not  simply  because  his  Puritan  adversaries  rested  on  their  author- 
ity, but  because  he  himself  regarded  them  with  profound  respect 
and  esteem.  In  the  first  three  Protestant  reigns  we  do  not  find 
the  Anglican  Church,  nor  any  party  in  the  Anglican  Church, 
taking  airs  in  reference  to  other  Protestant  bodies.  There  was  no 
temptation  to  this  sort  of  arrogance ;  and  if  it  had  shown  itself, 
it  would  have  met  with  a  swift  rebuke  from  the  great  men  who 
were  guiding  the  fortunes  of  Protestantism  on  the  Continent. 

The  sacerdotal  theory  of  the  ministry  is  responsible  for  the  sep- 
aration, as  far  as  it  exists,  of  the  Church  of  England  from  the 

*  A  Brirf  DiKowrae  of  the  ThnMea  begun  at  FrcMkif&rt^  ieto.,  pp.  cxzzv,  ozlyi,  et  aL 
VOL.  XXXIII.  10 
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other  Protestant  churches.  In  England,  however,  the  Puritan 
churches  were  shut  out,  on  an  independent  ground,  as  being  schis- 
matical.  The  sacerdotal  theory  is  a  contribution  of  the  school  of 
Laud.  Germs  of  it  may,  perhaps,  be  found  earlier.  It  may  be 
implied  in  isolated  expressions  of  former  Anglican  writers ;  but  it 
takes  more  than  one  swallow  to  make  a  spring.  Thomas  Becon, 
the  Chaplain  of  Cranmer,  earnestly  contends,  in  his  voluminous 
Catechism,  that  '*  priest,"  in  the  Eucharistio  service,  is  the  equiva- 
lent, not  of  "  sacerdos "  but  of  "  presbyter,"  and  that  it  means 
only  "  minister,"  with  which  term  it  is  there  used  interchangeably. 
Passing  on  to  Hooker,  we  find  him  saying  that  a  minister  may  be 
called  a  priest,  as  Paul  calls  fish  flesh ;  that  sacrifice  is  ^'  now  no 
part  of  the  Church  ministry,"  and  that  though  the  term  "  priest " 
is  not  inadmissible,  yet  the  word  "presbyter"  "doth  seem  more 
fit,  and,  in  propriety  of  speech,  more  agreeable  than  *  priest,'  with 
the  drift  of  the  whole  Gospel  of  Jesus  C/hrist."*  I  do  not  concur 
with  all  of  Keble's  interpretations  of  Hooker,  but  I  deem  it  a 
mark  of  candor  in  Eeble  to  concede  that  there  is  a  marked  dis- 
tinction between  Hooker's  conception  of  Episcopacy  and  of  the 
Succession,  and  that  of  "  Laud,  Hammond,  and  Leslie  in  the  two 
next  generations."  Hooker's  Episcopacy  is  predominantly  one  of 
jurisdiction  and  government ;  the  latter  theory  is  a  full  retrogres- 
sion to  sacerdotalism. 

In  concluding,  I  beg  leave  to  say  that  I  have  written  without 
any  reference  to  any  recent  movements  or  controversies  in  the 
Episcopal  Church.  In  the  evening  service  of  the  Prayer-Book, 
after  the  supplication  for  the  clergy  and  congregations  of  the  Epis- 
copal Church,  there  follows,  in  the  simple  but  majestic  style  of  the 
Liturgy,  an  impressive  prayer  for  the  "  holy  church  universal," 
that  "all  who  profess  and  call  themselves  Christians"  may  be  led 
aright.  In  this  prayer,  with  its  catholic  idea  of  the  Church,  as 
well  as  in  the  supplication  that  precedes  it,  I  can  heartily  join. 

Geobgb  p.  Fisher. 

Yale  College,  Deo.  6,  1873. 

In  the  foregoing  Letter,  reference  is  made  to  the  opinions  of 
Ussher,  Hall,  and  Stillingfleet  The  most  learned  defender  of 
Episcopacy  in  the  seventeenth  century  was  James  Ussher,  Arch- 
bishop of  Armagh  and  Primate  of  Ireland.     From  early  life  he 

*  Hooker  (Keble's  ed.),  ii,  469,  470. 
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had  an  inextinguishable  thirst  for  the  study  of  history  and  anti- 
quities. This  taste  was  awakened  and  stimulated  by  a  pas- 
sage in  Cicero,  where  he  says :  **  Nescire  quid  antea  quam  natus 
sis  dcciderii  id  est  semper  esse  puerum  " — not  to  know  what  hap- 
pened before  yon  were  bom  is  to  be  always  a  boy.  The  strug- 
gle that  was  going  on  between  Protestantism  and  Romanism  in 
the  field  of  argument,  and  especially  Stapleton*8  "  Fortress  of 
the  Faithj^^  a  Soman  Catholic  polemical  book,  in  which  the 
antiquity  of  the  Romish  creed  was  maintained,  in  opposition  to 
the  alleged  novelty  of  the  Reformed  Church,  impelled  Ussher 
to  undertake  the  reading  of  the  entire  body  of  patristic  litera- 
ture— a  task  which  he  is  said  to  have  accomplished  in  eighteen 
years.  By  this  means  he  armed  himself  for  conflict  with  the 
advocates  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  for  the  most  learned  of 
whom  he  was  more  than  a  match.  No  one  can  examine  any  of 
TJssher's  works — his  ^^Antiquities  of  the  British  Ohurches,^^  for 
example — and  not  be  struck  with  the  vast  extent  of  his  erudi- 
tion.    Truly  there  were  giants  in  those  days. 

Ussher  first  printed  in  1641  two  short  essays  on  the  Episco- 
pal controversy.  The  first  was  entitled  "  The  Original  of  Bish- 
ops and  Metropolitans;^^  the  second  was  ^^  The  Judgment  of 
Dr.  BainoJdes  touching  the  Original  of  Episcopacy,  more  largely 
Confirmed  out  of  Antiquity."*  The  sort  of  Episcopacy  which 
Ussher  set  out  to  uphold  may  be  seen  from  this  extract  from 
*•  l^he  Judgment  of  Bairioldes,"  which  is  given  by  Ussher  him- 
self at  the  outset  of  his  second  essay :  "  When  elders  were 
ordained  by  the  apostles  in  every  church  to  feed  the  flock  of 
Christ,  whereof  the  Holy  Ghost  had  made  them  overseers,  they^ 
to  the  intent  they  might  the  better  do  it,  by  common  counsel 
and  consent,  did  use  to  assemble  themselves  and  meet  together. 
In  the  which  meetings,  for  the  more  orderly  handling  and  con- 
cluding of  things  pertaining  to  their  charge,  they  chose  one 
amongst  them  to  be  the  president  of  their  company  and  mod- 
erator of  their  actions."  This  arrangement  for  a  presidency  in 
the  board  of  elders  or  ministers  in  a  church  was  countenanced 
and  sanctioned,  Ussher  maintains,  by  the  Apostles.  His  great 
arguments  are  the  angels  of  the  Apocalypse,  whom  he  takes  for 

♦  Uaaher's  WorAw,  vol  viL 
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bishops  or  head  pastors — contrary  to  the  prevailing  view  of  the 
best  critics  now,  including  Dr.  Lightfoot:  and  the  Ignatian 
Epistles,  which  were  then  fresh  and  seem  to  have  made  a  strong 
impression  on  Ussher*s  mind.  It  is  this  mild  sort  of  Episco- 
pacy, and  nothing  more — a  superintendence  or  presidency  exer- 
cised by  one  presbyter  over  his  peers — ^that  the  Archbishop 
tries  to  prove  to  have  had  an  apostolical  origin.  But  even  for 
this  system  he  does  Dot  claim  any  jus  divinnm;  that  is,  a 
church  can  exist  without  it  He  nowhere  pretends  that  a 
church  cannot  exist  without  it.  It  was  this  form  of  synodal 
Episcopacy  which  was  drawn  out  by  Ussher  in  writing,  and 
which  Baxter  and  his  associates  proposed,  at  the  time  of  the 
Savoy  Conference,  as  a  basis  for  agreement  between  the  Pres- 
byterian and  Episcopal  parties.  Apostolic  succession,  regarded 
in  the  light  of  a  vehicle  for  the  transmission  of  grace  and  as 
indispensable  to  the  existence  of  a  lawful  ministry,  is  some- 
thing utterly  foreign  to  Ussher's  whole  theory  and  way  of 
thinking.  It  is  governmental,  not  sacerdotal  Episcopacy  that 
he  favors.  "  The  intrinsical  power  of  ordaining,"  says  Ussher, 
"  proceedeth  not  from  jurisdiction,  but  only  from  order.  But 
a  presbyter  hath  the  same  order  in  specie  with  a  bishop — ergo^  a 
presbyter  hath  equally  an  intrinsical  power  to  give  orders  and 
is  equal  to  him  in  the  power  of  order ;  the  bishop  having  no 
higher  degree  in  respect  of  intention  or  extension  of  the  char- 
acter of  order,  though  he  hath  a  higher  degree — L  e.,  a  more 
eminent  place  in  respect  of  authority  and  jurisdiction  in  spirit- 
ual regiment" 

Baxter,  in  his  "Life,"  relates  an  interesting  conversation 
which  he  had  with  Ussher  on  this  subject  "  I  asked  him,  also, 
his  judgment  about  the  validity  of  presbyters'  ordination. 
Which  he  asserted,  and  told  me  that  the  King  [Charles  I.] 
asked  him,  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  wherever  he  found  in  anti- 
quity that  presbyters  alone  ordained  any ;  and  that  he  answered, 
I  can  show  your  Majesty  more,  even  where  presbyters  alone 
successively  ordained  bishops,  and  instanced  in  Hierom's 
[Jerome's]  words  of  the  presbyters  of  Alexandria  choosing 
and  making  their  own  bishops  from  the  days  of  Mark  till  Hero- 
dius  and  Dionysius." 
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Respectiag  the  foreign  Protestant  churches  Ussher  writes 
thus :  "  I  have  ever  declared  my  opinion  to  be  that  Episcopus 
et  Presbyter  gradu  tautum  differuntj  non  ordine,  and  consequently 
that  in  places  where  bishops  cannot  be  had  the  ordination  of 
presbyters  standeth  valid ;  yet,  on  the  other  side,  holding,  as  I 
do,  that  a  bishop  hath  a  superiority  in  degree  over  a  presbyter, 
you  may  easily  judge  that  the  ordination  made  by  such  pres- 
byters as  have  severed  themselves  from  those  bishops,  unto 
whom  they  have  sworn  canonical  obedience,  cannot  possibly  by 
me  be  excused  from  being  schismatical.  And  howsoever  I 
must  needs  thmk  that  the  churches  which  have  no  bishops  are 
thereby  become  very  much  defective  in  their  government,  and 
that  the  churches  in  France,  who,  living  under  a  Popish  power, 
cannot  do  what  they  would,  are  more  excusable  in  this  defect 
than  the  Low  Countries,  that  live  under  a  free  state,  yet  for  tes- 
tiiying  my  communion  with  these  churches  (which  I  do  love 
and  honor  as  true  members  of  the  Church  Universal),  I  do  pro- 
fess that  with  like  affection  I  should  receive  the  blessed  sacra- 
ment at  the  hands  of  the  Dutch  ministers,  if  I  were  in  Hol- 
land, as  I  should  do  at  the  hands  of  the  French  ministers,  if  I 
were  in  Charenton."  "  The  agreement  or  disagreement  in  rad- 
ical or  fundamental  doctrines,  not  the  consonancy  or  dissonancy 
in  the  particular  points  of  ecclesiastical  government  is  with  me 
(and  I  hope  with  every  man  that  mindeth  peace)  the  rule  of 
adhering  to  or  receding  from  the  communion  of  any  church."* 
Considering  that  Ussher  was  a  contemporary  of  Laud,  and  lived 
in  the  heat  and  ferment  of  the  Puritan  controversy,  these 
extracts  do  credit  at  once  to  his  learning  and  to  the  native  lib- 
erality of  his  mind.  They  show,  first,  that  he  considered  the 
episcopate  an  arrangement  of  government,  not  a  vehicle  for  the 
transmission  of  grace ;  secondly,  that  a  polity  that  dispenses 
with  the  episcopate  he  considered  less  desirable,  but  in  given 
circumstances  admissible ;  thirdly,  that  he  had  no  disposition 
to  break  off  communion  with  the  other  Protestant  bodies 
abroad.  The  distinction  which  Ussher  makes  between  Dis- 
senters or  Separatists  in  England  and  the  foreign  churches  is 
worthy  of  special  attention.     His  objection  to  the  Puritans  was 

♦  WorkSf  Appendix,  viL 
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founded  not  on  their  polity  in  itself  considered,  but  on  what  he 
considered  the  schismatical  character  of  their  movement 
They  had  no  just  ground,  as  he  thought,  for  renouncing  the 
government  of  the  Church  of  England.  The  Dutch  and  French 
Churches  he  honored  and  loved.  The  Puritans,  under  substan- 
tially the  same  polity,  he  could  not  approve  and  recognize.  It 
required  another  step  (and  a  very  long  one)  to  be  taken  before 
the  High  Church  ground  could  be  reached,  where  the  absolute 
necessity  of  Episcopal  ordination  is  aflBrmed  and  all  the  Prot- 
estant churches  of  Europe  are  cast  out  of  fellowship.  As  the 
Puritans  and  the  Dutch  were  alike  among  the  first  settlers  in 
this  country,  and  as  we  have  no  national  church,  it  must  be 
somewhat  difficult,  on  Ussher's  principles,  to  make  out  a  case 
of  schism  against  the  churches  which  they  here  established. 

Bishop  Hall,  being  then  Dean  of  Norwich,  had  sat,  as  one  of 
the  deputies  sent  by  James  I.  from  the  Church  of  England,  in 
the  Synod  of  Dort  In  various  writings— for  example,  in  his 
Apology  against  the  Brownists — he  had  expressed  his  affection 
and  veneration  for  the  Protestant  churches  abroad,  the  "  sis- 
ters "  of  the  Church  of  England,  as  he  repeatedly  styles  them. 
The  expulsion  of  Episcopacy  from  Scotland,  and  the  formation 
of  the  Solemn  League  and  Covenant,  in  1638,  sharpened  his 
polemical  feeling  against  the  opponents  of  the  Episcopal  polity. 
At  the  request  of  Laud,  he  wrote  his  work  on  the  Divine  Bight 
of  Episcopacy.  Laud,  at  the  outset,  was  dissatisfied  with  the 
positions  which  he  proposed  to  take ;  for  he  was  careful 
to  avoid  all  condemnation  of  the  churches  abroad.*  How  far 
Hall  fell  short  of  the  jixre  divino  doctrine,  in  the  proper  sense, 
may  be  seen  from  the  following  passage  in  his  subsequent 
Defence  of  the  Humble  Remonstrance  for  Liturgy  and  Episcopacy  : 

"  The  imputation  pretended  to  be  cast  upon  all  the  Reformed 
Churches  which  want  this  government,  I  endeavored  so  to  satisfy, 
that  I  might  justly  decline  the  envy  which  is  intended  thereby  to 
be  raised  against  us:  for  which  cause  I  professed  that  we  do  'love 
and  honor  those  our  sister  churches  as  the  dear  spouse  of  Christ,' 
and  give  zealous  testimonies  of  our  well-wishing  to  them.     Your 

*  See  the  oorrespondenoe,  in  Hall's  Worka^  vol.  x.    Also,  LawBon's  Life  o/Laudf 
ii,  334  Beq. 
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uDcharitablenesB  offers  to  choke  me  with  these  scandalous  cen- 
sures and  disgraceful  terms,  which  some  of  ours  have  let  fall  upon 
those  churches  and  their  eminent  professors ;  which  I  confess  it  is 
more  easy  to  be  sorry  for  than  on  some  hands  to  excuse.  The 
error  of  a  few  may  not  be  imputed  to  all. 

My  just  defence  is  that  no  such  consequent  can  be  drawn  from 
our  opinion ;  forasmuch  as  the  divine  or  apostolical  right,  which 
we  hold,  goes  not  so  high  as  if  there  were  an  express  command, 
that  upon  an  absolute  necessity  there  must  be  either  Episcopacy 
or  no  church ;  but  so  far  only,  that  it  both  may  and  ought  to  be. 
flow  fain  would  you  here  find  me  in  a  contradiction !  while  I  one- 
where  reckon  Episcopacy  among  matters  essential  to  the  Church ; 
another  where  deny  it  to  be  of  the  essence  thereof!  Wherein  you 
willingly  bide  your  eyes,  that  you  may  not  see  the  distinction 
that  I  make  expressly  betwixt  the  being  and  the  well-being  of  a 
church ;  affirming  that  those  churches  to  whom  this  power  and 
faculty  is  denied  lose  nothing  of  the  true  essence  of  a  church, 
though  they  miss  something  of  their  glory  and  perfection.  No, 
brethren ;  it  is  enough  for  some  of  your  friends  to  hold  their  dis- 
cipline altogether  essential  to  the  very  being  of  a  church ;  we 
dare  not  be  so  zealous. '^ 

*'  The  question  which  you  ask  concerning  the  reason  of  the  dif- 
ferent entertainment  given  in  our  Church  to  priests  converted  to 
us  from  Home,  and  to  ministers  who  in  Queen  Mary's  days  had 
received  imposition  of  hands  in  Reformed  Churches  abroad,  is 
merely  personal,  neither  can  challenge  my  decision.  Only  I  give 
you  these  two  answers.  That  what  fault  soever  may  be  in  the 
easy  admittance  of  those  who  have  received  Romish  orders,  the 
sticking  at  the  admission  of  our  brethren  returning  from  Reformed 
Churches,  was  not  in  case  oi  ordination,  but  of  institution :  tluy 
had  been  acknovoleged  ministers  of  Christy  without  any  other 
hands  laid  upon  them;  but,  according  to  the  laws  of  our  land, 
they  were  not  perhaps  capable  of  institution  to  a  benefice  unless 
they  were  so  qualified  as  the  statutes  of  this  realm  do  require. 
And,  secondly,  I  know  those,  more  than  one,  that  by  virtue  only 
of  that  ordination  which  they  have  brought  with  them  from  other 
Reformed  Churches,  have  enjoyed  spiritual  promotions  and  liv- 
ings, without  any  exception  against  the  lawfulness  of  their  call- 
ing."*   

*  HaU's  Works,  iz,  365,  356. 
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Bishop  Hall  wrote  his  Humble  Remonstrance  in  1640-41,  and 
the  defence  of  it,  from  which  this  extract  is  taken,  afterwards. 
Nothing  can  be  more  definite  and  satisfactory  than  the  proof 
which  it  aflfords  that  the  ordination  of  the  foreign  churches 
was  then  allowed  to  be  lawful  and  suflScient.  Difficulties  were 
sometimes  raised  about  their  institution ;  but,  notwithstanding 
these  difficulties,  Hall  knew  of  instances  in  which  they  were 
admitted  to  benefices. 

Few  of  the  divines  of  England  in  the  seventeenth  century, 
that  golden  age  of  English  theology,  equal  in  vigor  of  reasoning 
powers  and  in  extent  of  erudition,  not  to  speak  of  pei-spicuity 
and  force  of  style,  Edward  Stillingfleet,  Bishop  of  Norwich. 
His  Origines  Sacrce  may  be  somewhat  antiquated  in  respect  to 
its  learning,  through  the  wider  reach  of  Oriental  istudies  in 
modern  days;  but  in  power  of  argument  and  in  the  intellectual 
mastery  of  the  theme,  it  remains  a  noble  defence  of  the  Chris- 
tian faith  and  a  worthy  memorial  of  the  genius  and  attainments 
of  its  author.  Stillingfleet  did  not  fear  to  measure  swords  with 
Locke  on  questions  of  metaphysics ;  and  it  was  the  letter  of  the 
Bishop  of  Norwich  that  drew  from  the  philosopher  the  nearest 
approach  to  an  explicit  assertion  of  an  a  priwn' source  of  knowl- 
edge, which  really  goes  beyond  the  function  of  sensation  and 
reflection. 

When  Stillingfleet  was  only  twenty-four  years  of  age  and 
Eector  of  Sutton,  he  published  **  IThe  Irenicum^  a  Weapon- 
salve  for  the  Church's  Wounds."  The  second  edition  appeared 
in  1662,  the  memorable  year  when  the  Act  of  Uniformity  was 
passed,  by  which  two  thousand  of  the  ministers  of  England, 
and  those  among  the  best  for  knowledge,  piety,  eloquence,  and 
pastoral  fidelity,  were  driven  from  their  parishes,  and  thrown 
into  the  ranks  of  non-conformity.  The  Irenicum  is  directed 
against  the  assumed  divine  right  of  particular  forms  of  church 
government  Among  the  mottoes  on  the  title-page  is  a  sentence 
of  Casaubon,  in  which  it  is  asserted  that  if  a  proper  discrimina- 
tion were  made  between  "  divine  right"— ^its  divinum — ^and  posi- 
tive or  ecclesiastical  law,  controversy  among  good  n\en  would 
cease  to  be  bitter  or  of  long  duration.  This  sentence  is  followed 
by  another  from  Grotius  of  the  same  purport  Stillingfleet 
aims  to  win  non-conf  jrmists  over  to  the  Established  Church  by 
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demonstratiug  that  there  is  no  definite  form  of  government  pre- 
scribed to  the  Church ;  that  neither  the  Episcopal  nor  the  Pres- 
byterian system  can  claim  divine,  or  exclusive,  authority ;  and 
that,  therefore,  there  is  no  reason  why  a  dissenter  should  not 
reconcile  himself  to  the  system  of  the  English  Church,  what- 
ever may  be  his  preference  in  the  matter.  He  seeks  to  make 
good  his  thesis,  first  by  an  inquiry  into  the  dictates  of  the  law 
of  nature,  and,  secondly,  by  un  examination  of  positive  or  re- 
vealed law ;  his  aim  being  under  each  head  to  disprove  the 
claim  to  a  sanction  from  either  source  for  the  exclusive  preten- 
sions of  the  Episcopal  or  the  non-episcopal  method  of  organiza- 
tion. Later  in  life,  Stillingfleet  thought  that,  from  a  desire  for 
peace,  he  had  conceded  too  much  to  dissenters  ;  but  there  is  no 
reason  to  think  that  he  ever  renounced  the  main  principles  of  his 
work,  or  came  to  question  the  justice  of  its  principal  arguments. 
Taken  as  a  whole,  it  is  one  of  the  finest  pieces  of  historical  and 
theological  reasoning  within  the  compass  of  English  theological 
literature. 

We  advert  to  Stillingfleet's  famous  Irenicum^  in  this  place, 
chiefly  in  order  to  call  attention  to  his  excellent  statement  of 
the  position  of  the  Anglican  Keformers  and  divines  before  his 
time,  and  to  the  absence  in  them  of  the  jure  divino  theory  of 
Episcopacy — the  theory  that  bishops  are  indispensable  to  the 
constitution  of  a  church,  and  to  the  validity  of  orders.  This 
lucid  and  correct  statement  is  given  in  chapter  viii,  of  Part  II. 
He  does  not  confine  himself  to  English  divines,  but  shows 
"  that  the  most  eminent  divines  of  the  Keformation,"  at  home 
and  abroad,  **  did  never  conceive  any  one  form  of  church  gov- 
ernment necessary."  He  proves  his  proposition;  first,  by 
referring  "  to  those  who  make  the  form  of  church  government 
mutable,  and  to  depend  upon  the  wisdom  of  the  magistrate  and 
of  the  Church."  This  he  declares  has  been  the  opinion  of  most 
divines  of  the  Church  of  England  since  the  Keformation.  He 
quotes,  in  full,  Cranmer  s  Erastian  declarations,  which  go  so  far 
as  to  dispense  with  the  necessity  of  ordination  altogether.  Arch- 
bishop Whitgift,  Bishop  Bridges,  Hooker,  and  others,  it  is 
shown,  advocated  the  same  general  view.  Secondly,  he  refers 
to  the  divines  who  had  believed  in  the  original  parity  of  the 
clergy,  yet  considered  Episcopacy  lawful.     Here  are  placed  Cal- 
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vin,  Beza,  Melancthon,  and  others.  Thirdly,  he  enamerates 
those  who  judge  Episcopacy  to  be  the  primitive  form,  yet  look 
not  on  it  as  necessary.  Here  come  Bishop  Jewel,  Fulk,  Field, 
and  many  more.  All  these  men  who  are  named  under  the  three 
heads,  whatever  were  their  views  respecting  theorigin  and  an- 
tiquity of  Episcopacy,  considered  it  neither  necessary  on  the 
one  hand,  nor  wrong  and  intolerable  on  the  other.  They  held 
it  to  be  one  of  various  admissible  systems  of  polity,  neither  of 
which  is  necessary  to  the  existence  of  a  church,  and  either  of 
which  is  of  such  a  character  that  a  Christian  may  live  under  it 
and  submit  to  it  with  a  good  conscience.  There  are  slight 
errors  in  Stillingfleet's  classification.  Jewel  does  not  maintain 
the  Apostolic  institution  of  Episcopacy,  as  distinct  from  the 
office  of  presbyters,  but  intimates  that  the  distinction  rests  on 
human  authority  alona  Generally  speaking,  however,  Stilling- 
fleet's  historical  statements  are  correct,  and  they  present  a  most 
conclusive  refutation  of  the  High  Church  assumption  that  the 
fathers  of  the  Anglican  Protestant  Church  denied  the  validity 
of  tlie  orders  of  non-episcopal  churches.  The  whole  treatise  of 
Stillingfiieet  contains  wholesome  reading  for  partisans  of  what- 
ever stripe. 

The  following  Letter,  in  reply  to  criticisms  of  an  Episcopal 
clergyman,  is  reproduced  here,  for  the  reason  that  it  handles 
a  special  theory,  brought  forward  to  account  for  the  ecclesiasti- 
cal sympathy  between  England  and  the  Continent  in  the  period 
following  the  Reformation. 

To  the  EdUor  of  the  Tribune, 

Sir  :  In  consoquence  of  a  letter  of  mine  to  the  Tribune^  writ- 
ten Bimply  to  prove  that  Presbyterian  ministers  were  once  ad- 
mitted to  parishes  in  the  Episcopal  Church  of  England  without 
re-ordination,  the  Rev.  Hugh  Miller  Thompson  has  felt  called  upon 
to  give  his  opinion  respecting  my  personal  qualifications  to  dis- 
cuss questions  of  this  nature.  Assuming  that  I  do  not  believe  in 
the  doctrine  of  Apostolic  Succession,  he  proceeds  to  say  that  I 
consider  questions  of  this  kind  "  of  no  importance,"  and  come  to 
them  "  with  a  contempt  for  the  whole  business  of  orders."  A 
vague  allegation  of  this  sort  it  is,  of  course,  impossible  to  dis- 
prove. By  way  of  illustrating  bis  statement,  he  says  that  in  my 
**  History  of  the  Reformation^^  I  have  not  mentioned  the  fact 
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that  Bucer  and  certain  other  persons  were  ordained  as  priests.  In 
the  case  of  all  the  individuals  mentioned,  except  Zwingle,  I  bad 
no  occasion  to  touch  on  their  early  history,  except  with  the 
utmost  brevity ;  and  when  I  stated  that  Zwingle  became  a  pastor 
at  Glarus,  I  supposed  that  every  reader  of  ordinary  cultivation 
would  understand  that  he  had  not  taken  that  office  without  ordi- 
nation. To  the  charge  of  calling  Cranmer  and  his  associates 
"  founders  of  the  Anglican  Church,"  I  must  plead  guilty,  since  I 
was  so  indiscreet  as  to  suppose  that  my  readers  would  supply  the 
term  "Protestant,"  and  understand  me  to  be  speaking  of  the 
Anglican  body  in  its  separation  from  Rome.  Dr.  Thompson 
thinks  that  I  have  strangely  "  missed  the  meaning"  of  the  fact 
that  scholasticism  taught  that  bishops  and  priests  were  one  order ; 
and  then  he  proceeds  to  give  as  the  first  ground  of  the  scholastic 
opinion  the  very  origin  that  I  had  assigned  for  it. 

But  these  are  trivial  points.  What  proposition  of  mine  does 
Dr.  Thompson  deny  ?  Does  he  mean  to  assert  that  Cranmer  and 
his  associates,  and  Jewel  and  his  associates,  believed  that  bishops 
were  necessary  to  the  constitution  of  a  church  ?  Apparently  not ; 
and  yet  he  dwells  on  the  fact  that  the  first  generation  of  preachers 
in  the  Protestant  churches  were  mostly  ordained  in  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church — as  if  the  question  about  the  necessity  of  Epis- 
copal ordination  was  not  a  practical  one.  "  Their  orders,"  he 
says,  "  were  all  alike  to  begin  with."  Were  not  hundreds  of  new 
preachers  going  forth  from  Wittenberg,  and  afterward  from 
Geneva  ?  But,  apart  from  this  fact,  the  difficulty  in  the  way  of 
all  such  pleas  as  your  correspondent  makes  on  this  point  is  that 
the  English  Reformers  do  express  themselves  explicitly  on  these 
questions.  They  declare  their  opinions  without  ambiguity.  They 
knew,  moreover,  perfectly  well  the  constitution  of  the  Lutheran 
Churches,  and  of  the  Churches  of  Geneva,  Zurich,  Holland,  France, 
and  other  Protestant  countries,  and  they  make  their  constitution 
no  barrier  in  the  way  of  fraternal  recognition  and  church  fellow- 
ship. I  have  not  been  so  heedless  as  to  confound  personal  friend- 
ship with  ecclesiastical  fellowship;  but,  apart  from  the  direct 
evidence  in  the  case,  the  personal  intimacy  of  the  English  and 
the  foreign  divines  involves,  under  the  circumstances,  convincing 
proof  of  such  ecclesiastical  fellowship.  Your  correspondent  criti- 
cises my  statement  of  the  opinion  of  Jewel  If  he  will  turn  to 
the  seventh  book  of  Hooker's  Ecdesiasticcd  Polity y  he  will  find  a 
reference  to  Jewel's  belief  on   the  origin  of  bishops.     Hooker 
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speaks  of  that  opinion  "  which  many  have  thought  good  to  follow, 
and  which  myself  did  sometimes  judge  a  great  deal  more  probable 
than  now  I  do,  merely  that  after  the  Apostles  were  deceased, 
churches  did  agree  among  themselves,  for  preservation  of  peace 
and  order,  to  make  one  presbyter  in  each  city  chief  over  the  rest.'* 
In  the  margin  Hooker  refers  to  Jewel  among  those  who  held  this 
theory,  and  to  his  reply  to  Harding.  It  is  probable  that  Hooker 
knew  the  opinions  of  his  revered  master,  and  the  proper  interpre- 
tation of  the  reply  to  Harding  quite  as  well  as  anybody  at  the 
present  day. 

The  insinuation,  by  whomsoever  made,  that  the  recognition  of 
the  foreign  Protestant  churches  and  of  their  ministry,  by  the 
bishops  and  divines  of  the  Church  of  England,  was  owing  to  the 
excitement  or  disorder  of  the  times,  or  to  the  immature  form  of 
the  polity  of  the  various  Protestant  bodies,  is  in  violation  of  his- 
torical truth.  The  contest  with  the  Roman  Catholics  caused  all 
the  questions  connected  with  ordination  to  be  freely  and  fully  dis- 
cussed. This  recognition  was  far  from  being  confined  to  the  firat 
three  Protestant  reigns.  There  is  no  more  honored  name  among 
the  prelates  of  the  seventeenth  century  than  that  of  Bishop  Hall, 
the  author  of  "  The  Contemplations.^^  In  his  "  Apology  against 
JSrownists^^  (fol.  ed-,  p.  498),  Bishop  Hall  says:  "I  reverence 
from  my  soul  (so  doth  our  Church,  their  dear  sister)  those  worthy 
foreign  churches  which  have  chosen  and  followed  those  forms  of 
outward  government  that  are  every  way  fittest  for  their  own  con- 
dition." In  another  place,  after  referring  to  the  recognition  of 
the  English  Church  by  the  foreign  divines,  and  to  the  fact  that 
Laski  "  was  the  allowed  bishop  of  our  first  Reformed  strangers  in 
this  land  " — that  is,  pastor  of  one  of  the  foreign  churches  in  Eng- 
land*— Bishop  Hall  says :  "  These  sisters  have  learned  to  difier, 
and  yet  to  love  and  reverence  each  other;  and  in  these  cases  to 
enjoy  their  own  forms  without  prescription  of  necessity  or  cen- 
sure." Hall,  as  is  well  known,  was  employed  by  Laud,  at  a  later 
time,  to  defend  Episcopacy  against  the  Puritans ;  and  Laud  was 
dissatisfied  with  the  concessions  which  even  at  that  day  he  pro- 
posed to  make  in  favor  of  the  foreign  churches.  It  would  be  in- 
teresting to  trace  the  rise  and  progress  of  the  sacerdotal  theory  of 
Episcopacy  in  the  English  Church,  and  to  show  how  it  gradually 
supplanted,  in  the  minds  of  a  large  part  of  that  Church,  the  old 

*  Laski  was  Buperintendent  of  the  Churches  of  the  German,  Italiaiii  and  French 
Protestants,  residing  in  London. 
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governmental  theory  which  was  held  by  the  Reformers,  and,  in 
the  seventeenth  century,  by  such  men  as  Ussher  and  Stillingfleet. 
But  even  the  hospitable  TVibune  would  hardly  find  room  for  a  full 
treatment  of  this  theme.  Episcopacy  was  fii-st  advocated  in  the 
English  Church  as  a  tolerable,  expedient,  a  very  ancient,  and,  by 
some,  as  the  most  ancient  form  of  polity.  Then  it  came  to  be  de- 
fended as  decidedly  the  best  form,  and  the  only  legitimate  one 
where  circumstances  will  permit  it  to  be  adopted.  This  is  the 
doctrine  of  Hooker.  Then  followed,  in  the  era  of  Laud,  the  High 
Church  or  sacerdotal  theory.  These  facts  are  notorious ;  they  are 
familiar  to  students  of  English  history.  They  are  conceded  by 
writers  of  the  Anglican  Church  of  the  highest  repute  for  knowl- 
edge and  impartiality. 

Why  not  frankly  and  honestly  admit  them,  as  Keble  does,  in- 
stead of  resorting  to  various  and  incongruous  methods  of  evading 
them?  It  was  the  contest  with  the  Puritans  that  developed 
among  their  opponents  the  jure  divino  doctrine.  The  Puritans 
first  set  up  this  exclusive  claim  for  their  own  system.*  The  lead- 
ing antagonists  of  the  Puritans,  for  a  long  period,  fought  them  by 
asserting  that  there  is  no  particular  form  of  polity  prescribed  in 
the  Bible  for  all  time,  and  therefore  of  perpetual  obligation.  They 
took  substantially  the  ground  which  Stillingfleet  assumed  in  his 
^^  IrenicumJ*'*  Even  Hooker  makes  room  for  the  foreign  churches, 
and  founds  his  whole  discussion  on  the  distinction  between  eter- 
nal and  positive  laws.  He  distinctly  aflSrms  (in  B.  VII,  Keble's 
ed.,  vol.  iii,  p.  165)  that  the  Church,  for  urgent  cause,  by  general 
consent,  is  competent  to  take  government  away  from  the  hands  of 
her  bishops.  By  degrees  defenders  of  Episcopacy  imitated  their 
opponents,  and  asserted  for  their  own  system  a  jure  divino  sanc- 
tion and  an  exclusive  right.  The  Puritans,  thrown  on  the  defen- 
sive, generally  reti-eated  to  the  old  position  of  their  adviersaries, 
and  contended  that  no  form  of  polity  is  binding  on  Christians  for- 
ever. In  this  long  combat,  Hamlet  and  Laertes  have  exchanged 
rapiers — an  event  that  not  unfrequently  occurs  in  political  and 
theological  warfare. 

Your  correspondent  calls  for  the  proof  of  a  recognition,  by  con. 
ciliar  or  formal  synodal  action  of  the  Church  of  England,  of  any 

*  It  should  be  said,  however,  that  Presbyterians  did  not  generally  question  the 
validity  of  ordination  by  bishops,  or  deny  that  Episcopal  ministers  may  lawfully 
administer  the  sacraments.  The  Episcopal  system  they  asserted  to  be  inconsis- 
tent with  Scripture. 
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orders  Imt  Episcopal  In  view  of  the  known  action  of  the  Church 
of  England,  in  the  past,  and  the  avowed  opinions  of  her — ^I  had 
almost  said  "  founders  *' — ^Reformers  and  noblest  divines,  one  may 
well  inquire  whether  the  burden  of  proof  is  not  on  the  other  side. 
By  what  conciliar  or  synodal  action  have  the  orders  of  other  Pro- 
testant churches  been  discredited  ?  It  may  be  said  that  ministers 
who  have  not  been  ordained  by  bishops,  are  re-ordained  when  they 
pass  over  to  the  Episcopal  Church.  But  this  proceeding  may 
perhaps  be  defended  by  some  on  the  Low  Church  ground,  taken 
by  Archbishop  Leighton,  when  he  was  ordained  a  second  time  as 
presbyter,  viz :  that  ordination  is  merely  a  ceremony  of  induction 
to  the  ministry  and  service  of  a  particular  church,  and  may,  there- 
fore, be  repeated.  These  are  questions,  however,  with  which  I 
have  nothing  to  do.  I  trust  that  I  shall  not  be  thought  to  have 
taken  part  in  this  discussion  in  your  columns  from  any  impulse  of 
sectarian  feeling,  or  from  any  sentiment  of  hostility  to  the  Epis- 
copal Church.  Such  an  imputation  would  do  me  great  injustice. 
If  the  tone  of  my  book  fails  to  satisfy  your  correspondent,  I  can 
only  express  my  sincere  regret,  although  I  may  be  permitted  to 
add  that  the  approval  which  it  has  received  from  some  dis- 
tinguished scholars  of  his  Church,  abroad  as  well  as  at  home,  and 
on  the  score  of  impartiality,  also,  has  afforded  me  much  gratifica- 
tion. George  P.  Fisheb. 
Tale  CoUege,  Nov.  27,  1873. 

A  Student  derives  from  converse  with  the  documentary 
sources  of  various  kinds,  which  pertain  to  any  period  of  history, 
impressions  respecting  the  state  of  things,  which  may  be  veri- 
fied by  adducing  special  proofs,  but  which  no  single  items  of 
evidence,  however  convincing,  can  transfer  to  the  reader  in  their 
full  force. 

In  illustrating  the  intimate  reliations  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land with  the  Helvetic  Churches,  in  the  seventeenth  century, 
we  have  more  than  once  referred  to  the  correspondence  of  the 
Eeformers.*  There  are  a  multitude  of  Letters  written  by  Cran- 
mer,  Coverdale,  Hooper,  Cox,  Horn,  Pilkington,  Sampson, 
Sandys,  Jewel,  Foxe,  Parkhurst,  Grindal,  Humphrey,  and  other 

*Two  Tolumes,  published  by  the  Parker  Soa,  contain  letters  during  the  reigns 
of  Henry  Till,  Edward  YI,  and  Mary.  Two  additional  volumes,  united  in  one 
in  the  second  edition,  cover  the  reign  of  Elizabeth. 
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Reformers,  bishops,  and  leading  divines,  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, to  Calvin,  Melancthon,  Bucer,  BuUinger,  Gualter,  Martyr, 
and  other  continental  divines,  with  their  Letters  in  return.  This 
correspondence  stretches  over  an  interval  extending  from  the 
establishment  of  Protestantism  in  England  to  the  closing  part 
of  Elizabeth's  reign.  Yet  in  all  these  free,  unreserved  com- 
munications, in  which  the  diflFerences  among  Protestants,  as  on 
the  doctrine  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  are  frequently  considered, 
there  is  no  hint  of  any  trouble,  alienation,  or  want  of  sympathy, 
on  account  of  the  diflPerence  of  the  English  polity  from  that  of 
the  continental  churches.  The  authors  are  engaged  in  a  com- 
mon cause,  fighting  under  a  common  banner,  and  the  question 
of  Episcopacy  does  not  excite  a  ripple  of  discontent  with  one 
another.  This  silence,  under  the  peculiar  circumstances,  is  a 
more  impressive  proof  of  ecclesiastical  sympathy  than  any 
overt  declaration  would  be.  Why,  as  late  as  1578,  Sandys,  then 
Bishop  of  London  and,  afterwards.  Archbishop  of  York,  re- 
ports to  BuUinger,  the  pastor  of  Zurich,  the  platform  of  the 
party  which  was  aiming  at  the  destruction  of  Episcopacy,  and 
says :  "I  anxiously  desire,  most  learned  sir,  to  hear  your  opin- 
ion, and  those  of  masters  Gualter,  Simler,  and  the  rest  of  the 
brethren,  respecting  these  things ;  which  for  my  own  part  I  shall 
willingly  follow,  as  being  sound  and  agreeable  to  the  Word 
of  God  For  if  the  whole  matter  in  controversy  were  left  to 
your  arbitration,  it  would  doubtless  much  contribute  to  the 
peace  of  our  Church.  These  good  men  are  crying  out  that  they 
have  all  the  reformed  churches  on  their  sida"* 

In  1580,  a  prayer  was  issued,  by  public  authority,  to  be  used 
on  Fridays  in  the  churches  of  England,  in  which,  after  a  prayer 
for  the  Church,  we  read  :  "  And  herein  (good  Lord)  by  special 
name  we  beseech  Thee  for  the  Churches  of  France,  Flanders, 
and  of  such  other  places."  Then  follows  a  supplication  for  "  this 
Church  of  England."  In  the  prayers  to  be  used  by  the  English 
armies,  who  are  fighting  by  the  side  of  the  Huguenots  in  France, 
and  in  the  prayers  to  be  ofiered  at  home  for  their  success,  the 
Protestants  of  France  are  spoken  of  as  the  members  and 
representatives  of  the  true  Church,  in  arms  against  Antichrist 
We  "  most  heartily  beseech  Thee,  through  the  merits  of  Jesus 

*  Zurich  Letters,  p.  440. 
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Christ,  our  Saviour,  to  protect  and  strengthen  thy  servants,  our 
brethren  in  France,  that  are  now  ready  to  fight  for  the  glory  of 
thy  nama"  "  Go  before  them,  fight  the  battles  of  thy  children, 
and  subdue  their  enemies :  so  shall  that  proud  generation  have 
no  cause  to  exult  over  thy  true  Church,  and  over  thy  ser- 
vants," etc.* 

The  churches  of  the  foreigners,  which  were  established  in 
London,  under  the  auspices  of  Edward  I,  furnish  an  illustra- 
tion of  the  sentiments  of  the  English  Reformers  towards  their 
foreign  brethren.  The  foreigners  in  London  were  to  have  four 
ministers,  under  the  superintendence  of  John  sL  Lasco.  In  the 
letters  patent  whirh  were  granted,  in  the  fourth  year  of  Edward, 
to  these  ministers,  and  constituting  them  a  corporation,  the 
motive  assigned  for  the  act  is  the  duty  of  kings  to  care  for  the 
diffusion  **  of  pure  and  uncorrupted  religion,"  and  for  the  preser- 
vation of  a  church  "  constituted  in  truly  Christian  and  apostoli- 
cal doctrines  and  rites."  The  grant  is  made  with  the  intent  that 
the  gospel  may  be  preached,  and  the  sacraments  administered 
**  according  to  the  Word  of  God  and  apostolical  observance, 
by  the  ministers  of  the  Germans  and  of  the  other  foreigners. "f 
Lasco  states,  in  a  letter  to  the  King  of  Poland,  that  Edward, 
his  Council,  and  Cranmer  were  zealously  favorable  to  his  enter- 
prise. The  King  hoped,  through  the  influence  of  these  foreign 
churches,  to  be  aided  in  carrying  forward  the  work  of  reform 
in  England.^  At  Glastenbury,  the  weavers  from  Strasburg 
were  organized  into  a  church.  They  ordained  their  ministers 
by  a  method  similar  to  that  of  the  French  churches.  The  or- 
dination of  the  ministers  of  the  churches  of  Lasco  was,  also, 
Presbyterian.  If  this  reception  of  the  foreigners  and  incorpo- 
ration of  them  into  churches  had  been  merely  an  act  of  tolera- 
tion extended  to  strangers,  it  would  not  have  taken  place  in 
that  age,  had  there  not  been  an  ecclesiastical  recognition  of 
them  and  sympathy  with  them.  But  there  was  more  than  bare 
toleration;  there  was  efficient  encouragement  and  patronage 
An  edifice  was  given  them  in  London,  in  which  to  meet  for 
worship,  and  their  ministers  were  treated  with  marked  respect 
and  fraternal  confidence. 

*  LUurgieal  Services^  etc.,  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  p.  578. 

f  Ibid,  p.  649.    J.  4  Lasoo,  Opera,  ii«  280,  281. 

X  Letters  of  Laaoo  to  the  King  of  Poland,  Opera,  ii,  10. 
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The  Articles  of  the  Ohurch  of  England  exhibit  no  trace  of 
the  theory  which  gives  an  exclusive  sanctity  to  Episcopacy. 
They  are  obviously  drawn  up  according  to  the  idea  which  pre- 
vailed when  they  were  composed  under  Edward,  and  revised 
under  Elizabeth,  that  each  national  church  is  to  determine  its 
own  polity  and  ceremonies.  In  Art  xix,  the  visible  Church  of 
Christ  is  defined  to  be  a  congregation  of  faithful  men  in  which 
the  gospel  is  preached  in  its  purity,  and  the  sacraments  admin- 
istered in  conformity,  as  to  essentials,  with  Christ's  ordinanca 
Here  are  the  notes  of  the  Church,  as  they  are  given  usually  in 
Protestant  creeda  Episcopacy  is  not  among  theoL  In  Art 
xxiii,  the  choice  and  call  of  ministers  is  declared  to  be  in  the 
hands  of  men  "  who  have  public  authority  given  unto  them  in 
the  congr^ation  "  for  this  purpose.  In  Art  xxxiv,  we  read : 
*'  It  is  not  necessary  that  traditions  and  ceremonies  be  in  all 
places  one  and  utterly  like,  for  at  all  times  they  have  been 
diverse,  and  may  be  changed  according  to  the  diversities  of 
countries,  times,  and  men's  manners,  so  that  nothing  be  or- 
dained against  God's  Word."  Then  the  wrong  of  breaking 
from  ceremonies  "  not  repugnant  tiO  God's  Word,''  and  approved 
by  authority,  is  asserted.  The  most  that  is  claimed  by  impli- 
cation is  that  the  rites  of  the  Churcb  of  England  are  not 
inconsistent  with  Scripture,  nor  forbidden  by  the  Word  of 
God.  This  was  the  old  ground  taken  in  the  contest  with  the 
Puritans-  The  same  Article  ends  with  ascribing  to  "  every 
particular  or  national  church  "  the  authority  "  to  ordain,  change, 
and  abolish  ceremonies  and  rites  of  the  Church,"  so  far  as  they 
are  of  human  authority.  There  is  a  fact  respecting  this  Article 
which  bears  on  the  interpretation  of  it  There  is  a  close  resem- 
blance in  its  language  to  the  11th  Article  in  the  thirteen  which 
were  drawn  up  as  the  basis  of  an  agreement  between  the  Eng- 
lish and  German  divines,  at  their  conference  in  London,  in  1588.* 
It  was  a  platform  on  which  Lutherans  and  Anglicans  could 
alike  stand.  The  xxxivth  Article  relates  to  the  **  consecration 
of  bishops  and  ministers."  Here,  if  anywhere,  we  should  look 
for  the  exclusive  theory  ;  but  there  is  not  a  word  of  it  The 
Ordinal  of  the  Prayer-Book  is  declared  "  to  contain  all  things 

*  See  Oranmer's  MisctUkmeous  WrUmg$  (Parker  Soc.  ed.),  p.  477.    Compare  the 
Latin  Articles  of  the  English  Church,  in  Kiemejer,  CoUecUo  Oof^esaicmm^  p.  608. 
VOL.   XX2IIL  11 
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necessaxj  to  such  consecration  and  ordering ;"  ''  neither  hath  it 
anything  that  of  itself  is  superstitious  and  ungodly."  All  who 
are  consecrated  or  ordered  according  to  that  form,  are  said  to 
be  "rightly,  orderly,  and  lawfully  consecrated  and  ordered." 
The  Article  is,  so  to  speak,  merely  defensiva  That  there  is 
no  other  lawful  method  of  ordination  is  not  in  the  &intest 
manner  implied.  That  any  one  should  suppose  himself  able 
to  draw  any  sanction  for  the  exclusive  theory  from  the  Articles 
would  occasion  astonishment,  if  we  did  not  know  that  a  class 
of  theologians  have  professed  to  find  in  them  an  assertion  of 
Arminianism.  After  such  a  feat  of  interpretation,  nothing  in 
this  line  is  surprising. 

We  turn  now  to  the  Ordinal ;  for  this  is  the  last  refuge  of 
the  defenders  of  the  jure  divino  construction  of  Anglican  law. 
We  are  &r  from  asserting  that  the  Anglo-Catholic  party  has 
nothing  to  found  itself  upon.  Such  a  party  has  existed  from 
the  beginning.  The  Prayer -Book  contains  various  features 
which  bear  witness  to  the  desire  of  its  compilers  to  conciliate 
old  prejudices  and  opinions,  or  to  their  inability  to  overcome 
them.  But  that  party  was  comparatively  weak  when  the 
formularies  of  the  Church  of  England  took  their  shape,  in  the 
period  of  the  Reformation.  Had  Edward  VI.  lived  longer,  or 
had  Elizabeth  been  less  conservative  and  less  domineering,  other 
changes  would  have  taken  place ;  for  the  Reformers  averred 
that  they  considered  their  work  far  from  complete.  However, 
the  party  to  which  we  refer  did  not  succeed  in  incorporating 
their  shibboleth  into  the  law  of  the  Church.  The  Preface  to 
the  Ordinal  is  the  principal  source  of  argument  for  the  advo- 
cates of  the  exclusive  interpretation  of  the  Anglican  system. 
We  print  in  brackets  the  words  that  were  added  in  1661,  after 
the  Restoration : 

It  is  evident  unto  all  men  diligently  reading  the  holy  Scripture 
and  ancient  authors,  that  from  the  Apostles'  time  there  have  been 
these  orders  of  ministers  in  Christ's  Church ;  bishops,  priests,  and 
deacons,  which  offices  were  evermore  had  in  such  reverend  esti- 
mation, that  no  man  might  presume  to  execute  any  of  them, 
except  he  were  first  called,  tried,  examined,  and  known  to  have 
such  qualities  as  are  requisite  for  the  same ;  and,  also,  by  public 
prayer,  with  imposition  of  hands,  were  approved  and  admitted 
thereunto  by  lawful  authority.     And  therefore,  to  the  intent  that 
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these  orders  may  be  continued,  and  reverently  used  and  esteemed 
in  the  Church  of  England ;  no  man  shall  be  accounted  or  taken  a 
lawful  bishop,  priest,  or  deacon  in  the  Church  of  England,  or 
suffered  to  execute  any  of  said  functions,  except  he  be  called, 
tried,  examined,  and  admitted  thereunto,  according  to  the  form 
hereafter  following  [or  hath  formerly  had  episcopal  consecration, 
or  ordination]. 

On  this  document  we  have  several  remarks  to  make. 

1.  The  preamble  simply  asserts  that  from  the  Apostolic  age 
there  have  been  in  the  Church  these  orders  of  ministers.  It  does 
not  affirm,  or  imply,  that  this  arrangement  is  prescribed  by  the 
divine  law ;  much  less,  that  a  church  cannot  exist  without  it, 
or  that  where  there  is  a  modification  of  this  system,  the  validity 
of  ordination  is  destroyed.  The  intent  is  only  to  preserve  this 
system  in  the  Church  of  England — "  this  Church  of  England," 
as  the  phrase  ran,  in  the  Revison  of  1552, — not  to  impose  it, 
as  a  condition  of  ecclesiastical  communion,  on  other  churches. 

2.  The  form  of  ordination  is  presented  exclusively  as  a  con- 
dition of  holding  office  in  the  Church  of  England. 

8.  The  invalidity  of  the  ordination  of  Roman  Catholic  priests 
was  never  asserted,  although  they  were  not  ordained  by  the 
Anglican  form.  How,  then,  can  the  invalidity  of  Presbyterian 
ordination  be  inferred  from  this  injunction  of  the  Preface? 
Moreover,  the  statute  of  the  13th  of  Elizabeth  opened  the  way 
for  the  institution  of  Roman  Catholic  converts,  and,  as  we 
have  shown,  of  Protestant  ministers  ordained  abroad. 

4.  The  validity  of  the  ordination  of  the  other  Protestant 
churches  was  admitted  by  those  who  framed  the  Ordinal,  and 
has  been  admitted  by  a  numerous  body  of  the  most  eminent 
doctors  of  the  English  Church.  This  fact  ought  to  settle  the 
interpretation  of  this  document 

6.  If  the  term  **  orders  "  was  meant  to  be  taken  in  the  strict, 
technical  sense,  then  the  Preface  says  that  bishops  have  existed 
as  a  distinct  order  in  the  Church  since  the  apostolic  age. 
Under  this  view  of  the  term,  a  fact  is  asserted,  and  nothing 
more;  and  this  assertion  was  allowed  to  enter  into  the 
preamble,  without  being  challenged  by  such  as  held  bishops 
and  presbyters  to  be  of  the  same  order.  But,  in  point  of  fact, 
the  term  "  order  "  was  not  unf  requently  used  in  a  loose  and 
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general  sense  by  those  who  held  that  the  diflference  between 
the  two  classes  of  ministers  is  one  of  degree  only.  We  will 
give  a  marked  instance.     Jewel,  in  his  Apologia^  says :  **  Credi- 

mus varios  in  ecclesia  esse  ordines  ministrorum ;  alios 

esse  diaconos,  alios  presbyteros,  alios  episcopos,"  etc.  In  the 
edition  of  the  same  work  in  English  (1668),  the  passage  reads: 
"  Furthermore,  that  there  be  divers  degrees  of  ministers  in  the 
Church,  whereof  some  be  deacons,"  etc.*  The  word  ordines  is 
rendered  degrees.  We  know  that  Cranmer,  who  is  supposed  to 
have  had  a  leading  part  in  shaping  the  Ordinal  of  1549,  held 
bishops  and  presbyters  to  be  different  degrees  of  the  same 
order.  The  revision  of  1551,  which  resulted  in  Edward's 
second  book,  of  1552,  was  made  under  the  direct  or  indirect 
influence  of  men  like  Peter  Martyr,  Alasco,  Bucer,  and 
Calvin.f  The  next  revision,  on  the  accession  of  Elizabeth, 
was  accomplished  by  Parker,  Cox,  Pilkington,  Grindal,  Sandys, 
and  others.  Of  those  who  were  actually  concerned  in  form- 
ing and  revising  the  Ordinal,  some  of  the  most  prominent  are 
known  to  have  held  that  bishops  and  presbyters  differ  only  in 
degree.  We  know  that  many  of  the  bishops  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  of  the  highest  repute,  from  Cranmer  to  Ussher,  and 
since  Ussher's  time,  have  entertained  this  opinion.  The  High 
Church  editors  of  the  Prayer-Book  say  :  %  *'  The  distinction  of 
the  order  of  bishops  from  that  of  priests  was  definitely  asserted 
for  the  first  time  in  1661,"  although  they  maintain  that  it  was 
previously  implied  in  the  Preface  to  the  Ordinal.  "It  was 
not,"  they  add,  "until  the  close  of  the  sixteenth  century  that 
tbe  distinction  between  the  orders  of  bishops  and  priests  was 
asserted."  Very  little  can  be  made  fix>m  the  mere  use  of  the 
word  "  orders  "  in  this  Preface. 

6.  The  changes  made  in  the  Ordinal  in  1661  are  very  sig- 
nificant as  to  its  original  character.  To  the  Preface  were 
added  the  words :  "  or  hath  had  formerly  Episcopal  consecra- 
tion or  ordination."  Why  this  addition,  if  the  Preface  with- 
out it  wholly  excludes  non-episcopal  ministers  from  service 
in   the  Church  of   England?      But  the  alterations  of  1661 

*  Jewers  WorJcB  (Parker  Soc.  ed.),  iii,  10. 

f  Blunt'fl  Annotated  Ptayer-Book,  p.  536.  %  Ibid.  666. 
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are  obviously  with  a  view  to  make  a  distinction  between 
bishops  and  presbyter,  such  as  the  Ordinal  had  not  recognized. 
The  phrases,  "Episcopal  consecration  or  ordination  "  "  ordained 
or  consecrated  a  bishop,"  "  form  of  ordaining  or  consecrating 
a  bishop,"  for  the  first  time  definitely  asserted  the  distinction 
of  order  between  bishop  and  presbyter.*  In  the  ordination  of 
a  priest,  after  the  words  "Receive  the  Holy  Ghost,"  there 
were  added  the  words :  "  for  the  office  and  work  of  a  priest 
in  the  Church  of  God  now  committed  to  thee  by  the  imposi- 
tion of  hands."  Analagous  phraseology  was  added  in  the 
service  for  the  ordination  of  a  bishop.  Thus  the  distinction 
of  the  two  offices  was  affirmed  by  implication,  in  a  way  in 
which  it  had  not  been  affirmed  befora  Various  other  minor 
changes  in  the  revision  of  1661  indicate  plainly  the  same 
design.  But  there  was  one  alteration  which  deserves  special 
attention.  Prior  to  1661,  Acts  xx,  which  describes  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Ephesian  elders  with  Paul,  and  I  Tim.  iii,  were 
read  both  at  the  ordaining  of  a  priest  and  at  the  consecration 
of  a  bishop.  Both  these  portions  of  Scripture  were  now 
assigned  to  the  service  for  the  consecration  of  bishops  exclu- 
sively. The  latter  passage — I  Tim.  iii,  1-8 — ^relates  to  the 
character  and  work  of  a  "bishop."  Before  1661,  this  chapter 
was  deemed  appropriate  for  the  ordination  of  a  presbyter ;  then 
it  was  not  No  one  can  look  at  the  alterations  effected  in 
the  Ordinal  by  the  reactionary  party  of  the  Restoration,  and 
not  see  that  they  spring  from  different  ideas  of  the  Episco- 
pal office  from  those  which  the  original  framers  of  the  Ordinal 
entertained. 

It  is  sometimes  said  that,  when  the  Ordinal  was  composed, 
Cranmer  had  changed  the  opinions  which  he  had  expressed  at 
an  earlier  day  respecting  Episcopacy.  The  extreme  Erastian- 
ism  which  led  him  to  consider  the  king  a  proper  fountain  of 
Episcopal  authority,  so  that  even  ordination  from  any  other 
source  might  be  dispensed  with,  is  certainly  not  recognized  in 
any  formal  action  of  the  English  Church  or  State,  unless  the 
commission  granted  by  Henry  VIIL  to  Bonner,  and  that  taken 
out  by  Cranmer  after  Henry's  death  are  counted  as  excep- 

*  Amotakd  Prayer*Book^  p.  666. 
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tions.*  Certainly  the  ^^'Imtitution  of  a  Christian  MarC^  (1636), 
and  the  "  Necessary  Doctrine  and  ErxidUion  of  a  Christian  MarC'* 
(1548)  give  to  the  secular  authority  no  such  function,  but 
reserve  it  to  the  Church  and  to  its  ministers.  The  king^s 
authority  enables  them  to  perform  acts  within  his  realm,  for 
which  the  Church  has  previously  empowered  and  qualified 
them.  A  Declaration,  which  defined  the  relation  of  the  cleigy 
to  the  civil  authority  in  a  similar  way,  was  made  in  1538,  and 
was  signed  by  Cranmer,  Cromwell,  and  many  others.  The 
opinion  of  Cranmer,  which  attributes  to  the  king  this  extra- 
ordinary power,  bears  the  date  of  1540.  Whatever  may  have 
been  his  final  conviction  on  this  matter,  whether  he  had  any  set- 
tled view  or  not,  there  is  no  evidence  of  any  modification  of 
his  ideas  upon  the  relation  of  bishops  to  presbyters.  The 
essential  equality  of  the  two  classes  of  ministers  is  assumed 
in  all  the  documents  to  which  we  have  just  referred.  Just  be- 
fore the  death  of  Edward,  Cranmer  was  busy  in  trying  to  pro- 
cure a  general  assembly  of  representatives  of  the  various  Prot- 
estant churches,  for  the  formation  of  a  common  creed.  He 
was  writing  to  Melancthon,  BuUinger,  and  Calvin  on  the  sub- 
ject In  his  Letter  to  Calvin  (March  20,  1552),  he  says :  *'  Shall 
we  neglect  to  call  together  a  godly  synod,  for  the  refutation  of 
error,  and  for  restoring  and  propagating  the  truth  ?"  He  is 
very  anxious  to  procure  an  agreement  on  the  doctrine  of  the 
Lord's  Supper.  If  he  had  suddenly  become  convinced  of  the 
necessity  of  Episcopacy  to  the  being  of  a  church,  or  if  he  had 
attached  much  importance  to  the  differences  in  polity  among 
the  Protestant  bodies,  it  is  hardly  possible  that  he  would  not 
have  made  some  allusion  to  the  subject,  on  such  an  occasion. 
The  representation  that  he  had  changed  his  opinions  when  the 
Ordinal  was  composed,  is  a  pure  myth.  Lasco  informs  us  that 
he  had  special  encouragement  in  the  formation  of  hia  foreign 
churches  in  England  from  Cranmer,  as  well  as  from  the  King's 
Council.  "The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,"  he  says,  "pro- 
moted it  with  all  his  might."    Lasco  was  urged  to  oi^anize  hia 

*  This  mattor  is  discussed  in  the  Oorret^pfrndfinM  cf  Lord  Macauiay  with  the 
Bishop  of  Exeier  (2d  ed.,  1861).  We  have  observed  a  note  of  Henry  YIIL  to  "tha 
InaHiuiion  of  a  Christian  Man^^^  which  appears  to  suggest  this  lofty  notion  of  hia 
prerogative.    Craomer,  Mdocticmeotu  Writiniis,  p,  97, 
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churches  according  "  to  the  divine  Word/*  and  not  to  follow 
**  the  rites  of  other  churches."  * 

A  modem  writer  of  the  Church  of  England,  who  is  quite 
removed  from  all  sympathy  with  Puritanism,  remarks  that, 
"till  the  passing  of  the  act  of  uniformity  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  II,  the  ordination  conveyed  by  presbyters,  though 
resisted  by  the  governors  of  the  Church,  had  never  been  dis- 
owned by  the  legislature."  However  theologians  of  the  school 
of  Laud  might  have  exerted  their  power  to  exclude  all  ministers 
not  ordained  by  bishops,  the  law  of  England  could  not  be  used 
as  an  instrument  for  their  purpose.  But  the  legislation  at  this 
epoch  was  shaped  by  the  extreme  partisans  of  Episcopacy. 
"  The  substitution,"  says  the  same  writer,t "  in  the  Prayer-Book, 
of  '  church'  for  '  congregation,'  the  specific  mention  of  bishops, 
priests,  and  deacons,  instead  of  a  more  general  designation,  the 
re-introduction  of  Bel  and  the  Dragon  into  the  Calendar,  and 
other  similar  alterations,  though  none  of  them  new  in  principle, 
seemed  designed  to  convince  the  non-conformists  that  instead 
of  any  wish  to  admit  them  to  further  power  or  privilege  within 
the  Church,  there  was  a  distinct  and  settled  desire  to  restrain 
or  exclude  them.":|:  This  writer  would  not  have  erred  if  he 
had  attributed  these  measures  to  the  bitter  resentment  of  a  for- 
merly depressed,  but  now  victorious  party. 

The  Revolution  of  1688  oflered  a  splendid  opportunity  for 
undoing  this  bad  work,  and  for  a  new  measure  of  comprehen- 
sion, such  as  justice  and  policy  alike  called  for.  The  King  and 
Court  favored  such  a  measura  The  churchmen  of  noblest 
gifts,  of  whom  Tillotson  was  one  of  the  chiefs,  strove  to  accom- 
plish it  Among  the  concessions  which  Tillotson  proposed, 
and  which  are  recorded  as  having  been  sent  by  him,  through 
Stillingfleet,  to  the  Earl  of  Portland,  stands  the  following: 
"  That  for  the  future  those  who  have  been  ordained  in  any  of 
the  foreign  reformed  churches,  be  not  required  to  be  re-ordained 
here,  to  render  them  capable  of  preferment  in  this  Church."  At 
first,  Tillotson  and  his  associates  expected  to  carry  the  measure 
which  they  proposed.  But  it  failed.  One  reason  of  its  failure 
was  the  recent  forcible  expulsion  of  Episcopacy  from  Scotland, 

*See  the  Works  of  Lasco,  ii,  10,  278  seq. 

f  Oardwell,  History  of  CofrftrenceSy  Aa,  p.  419.  \  p.  389. 
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where,  as  Cardwell  observes,  there  was  "no  stated  liturgy  in 
general  use,"  and  where  "  they  allowed  the  validity  of  Presby- 
terian orders."*  Another  reason  was  the  fear  that  the  Jacobite 
non-jurors,  in  case  the  Liturgy  should  be  altered,  would  organ- 
ize a  formidable  schism  under  the  name  of  the  old  and  true 
Church  of  England.  These  considerations  lent  their  aid  to  the 
party  which,  on  theological  grounds,  were  hostile  to  the  oflFer- 
ing  of  any  concessions  to  the  dissenters. 

It  is,  therefore,  the  misfortune  of  the  Episcopal  Church  that 
it  inherits,  not  the  constitution  that  was  given  to  it  by  the 
Eeformers,  but  the  same  as  amended  for  the  worse,  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  seventeenth  century,  by  the  controlling  fection  at  the 
restoration  of  the  Stuarts.  But,  even  in  this  form,  although  it 
shuts  out  from  service  in  the  Church  of  England  all  ministers 
not  ordained  by  a  bishop,  it  pronounces  no  condemnation  upon 
the  orders  of  non-episcopal  churches.  In  an  opinion  which 
was  given  not  long  ago  by  three  eminent  ecclesiastical  lawyers, 
not  only  is  the  liberal  interpretation  of  the  statute  of  the  13th 
of  Elizabeth  sanctioned,  and  this  statute,  in  connection  with 
the  xxiiird  Article,  and  with  the  practice  of  the  Church  of 
England,  prior  to  the  act  of  uniformity,  declared  to  preclude 
the  seeming  exclusiveness  of  the  Pre&ce  to  the  Ordinal,  but 
these  lawyers  express  doubts  whether  even  now,  since  the  act 
of  uniformity,  it  is  illegal  for  non-episcopal  ministers  to  preach 
occasional  sermons  in  any  Church  of  England,  with  the  per- 
mission of  the  incumbent f 

When  a  clergyman  of  the  Church  of  England,  like  the  Dean 
of  Canterbury  on  a  late  occasion,  finds  himself  in  a  foreign 
country,  there  is  nothing  in  the  law  of  England,  or  of  the 
Church  of  England,  to  prevent  him  from  performing  acts  of 
ecclesiastical  communion  with  the  churches  and  ministers  of 
non-episcopal  bodiea  The  Episcopal  Church  in  this  country  is 
not  a  national  Church.  It  is  only  one  among  various  denomi- 
nations of  Christians,  which  are  equal  before  the  law.  The 
first  settlers  of  this  country,  in  establishing  new  political  com- 
munities, availed  themselves  of  the  right,  universally  conceded 

*  History  of  CfonftrenceSy  p.  421. 

f  ThiB  legal  opinion  is  referred  to  b7  Principal  Tulloch,  Contemporary  EevieWf 
December,  1871. 
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by  Protestants  to  every  people,  to  shape  their  Church  polity  to 
suit  themselves.  Some  of  them  were  from  the  Church  of  Hol- 
land; some  were  Huguenots;  and  some  were  English  non-con- 
formists. These  Christian  non-episcopal  denominations  are  not 
dissenters  or  schismatics,  in  any 'proper  or  intelligible  sense  of 
the  terms.  They  stand  on  the  same  footing  in  relation  to  the 
Church  of  England  as  do  the  Lutheran  Churches  of  Germany 
and  Sweden,  or  the  Protestant  Church  of  France.  Whoever 
raises  an  objection  to  such  an  act  as  that  of  the  Dean  of  Can- 
terbury in  taking  part  in  the  communion  service  with  a  Pres- 
byterian clergyman,  has  a  right  to  his  notions  as  to  the  law  of 
the  Church  of  England,  but  he  has  no  moral  right  to  condemn 
othei-s,  who  do  not  share  in  them,  for  obeying  their  own  con- 
victions. Certain  it  is  that  the  great  divines  of  the  Church  of 
England,  for  more  than  a  century  after  the  Beformation,  would 
have  lifted  up  their  hands  in  amazement  on  hearing  anybody 
object  to  such  an  act  of  fellowship  with  foreign  non-episcopal 
churches  as  Dean  Alford  performed  at  Berlin,  or  Dean  Smith 
in  New  York.  The  circumstance  that  the  law  of  England 
requires  certain  formalities  before  an  Episcopal  clergyman  from 
abroad  can  oflSciate  in  a  pulpit  of  the  National  Church,  is  not 
apposite  to  the  case  in  hand.  Apart  from  the  difference,  that 
here  there  is  no  national  church,  whose  clergymen  are  bound 
by  civil  regulations,  the  analogous  case  would  be  that  of  an 
American  Episcopal  minister  officiating  in  a  Methodist  or  Inde- 
pendent chapel  in  England.  Mere  questions  of  ecclesiastical 
etiquette  we  must  leave  for  experts  to  determioe.  Moral  obli- 
gation, however,  is  higher  than  conventionalities.  A  liberal- 
minded  Anglican  clergyman,  visiting  America,  is  not  bound  to 
submit  himself  to  the  supervision  and  control  of  local  bishops, 
who  hold  that  all  Protestant  denominations,  except  their  own, 
are  ilestitute  of  an  authorized  ministry  and  of  the  sacraments, 
and  whose  conceptions  of  Episcopacy  are  derived,  not  from 
divines  like  Cranmer,  Jewel,  Ussher,  and  Whately,  but  from 
the  interpretations  and  theories  of  Laud  and  Sheldon.  John 
Wesley  was  complained  of  for  preaching  in  parishes,  not  in  the 
church  but  in  the  open  air,  and  without  an  invitation  from  the 
incumbent  He  answered  that,  being  excluded  from  the  par- 
ish churches,  if  he  preached  nowhere  else,  he  would  be  silenced. 
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If  he  had  complied  with  current  notions  of  regularity  and 
etiquette,  where  would  Methodism  have  been?  And  what 
would  the  Church  of  England  have  been,  without  the  reaction- 
ary influence  of  that  Reformation  ?  So  now,  the  demands  of 
Christian  catholicity  may  justly  override  the  prescriptions  of  a 
punctilious  etiquette ;  especially  when  these  are  acknowledged 
by  only  one  of  the  parties  concerned. 

The  Church  of  England,  notwithstanding  all  its  defects,  is 
a  great  and  noble  institution.  We  wish  it  no  evil.  But  it  is 
now  tasting  the  fruit  of  errors  in  the  past  On  three  great  occar 
sions  at  least,  golden  opportunities  for  a  larger  comprehension 
were  presented,  and  those  opportunities  were  cast  away.  The 
first  was  at  the  accession  of  James  I,  when  the  millenary  peti- 
tion was  offered,  and  when,  at  the  Hampton  Court  Conference, 
to  the  unspeakable  delight  of  a  knot  of  partisan  and  sycophantic 
bishops,  that  ^^  Solomon  of  the  age  "  bullied  the  Puritans.  The 
second  was  at  the  restoration  of  the  throne,  at  the  accession  of 
Charles  II,  when  his  most  solemn  pledges  were  violated,  and 
when  the  Savoy  Conference  was  attended  by  another  victory 
of  a  bigoted  faction.  The  third  was  at  the  Revolution,  when 
the  same  fiiction,  aided  by  peculiar  circumstances  to  which  we 
have  adverted,  gained  another  triumph.  At  both  of  these  last 
epochs,  the  noblest  and  wisest  men  of  the  clergy  and  laity 
were  the  advocates  of  a  liberal  policy.  Now,  nearly  half  of  the 
English  nation  is  arrayed  in  hostility  to  the  National  Church. 
If  the  Church  of  England  should  be  disestablished,  it  would 
most  probably  be  divided.  It  is  hardly  possible,  that  the  party 
which  cleaves  to  that  judaizing  type  of  religion,  which  is  an 
heirloom  from  Pharisaism,  and  is  an  eternal  foe  of  the  Gospel— 
as  truly  so  to-day  as  it  was  when  Paul  denounced  it  without 
stint,  in  the  Epistle  to  the  Galatians — should  abide  in  the  same 
communion  with  the  adherents  of  the  principles  of  the  Reform- 
ation. The  Ritualists,  with  their  candles,  '^  their  flexions  and 
genuflexions,'*  their  elevation  of  ceremonies  above  truth  and 
godliness,  will  form  a  church  by  themselves,  or  go  back  to  the 
Pope,  where  they  belong.  Under  the  present  circumstances, 
the  signs  of  the  times  being  what  they  are,  and  when  the  Ro- 
manizing faction  are  active,  it  is  not  strange  that  enlightened 
men  of  the  Low  Church  and  Broad  Church  parties  should  be 
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inclined  to  draw  closer  to  the  other  Protestant  bodies,  which 
hold  the  same  &ith,  and  should  desire  to  see  the  Church  of 
England  abandon  the  habit  of  seclusion,  which  is  not  required 
by  her  constitution,  but  which  was  forced  upon  her  in  the  ser- 
vile days  of  the  Stuarts,  and  resume  her  old  position  by  the 
side  of  her  sisters  of  the  Reformation.  Such  men  feel  that  the 
contests  of  the  seventeenth  century  are  over,  and  that  the 
passions  engendered  by  them  should  die  out,  and  that  the  bar- 
riers that  were  erected  by  partisan  feeling  should  be  levelled. 
In  each  of  the  branches  of  the  High  Church  party,  there  are 
good  men.  But  with  the  principles  of  this  party  it  is  impossible 
for  a  genuine  Protestantism  to  feel  any  sympathy.  The  astrono- 
mers tell  us  that  any  star,  however  diminutive  it  might  be,  on 
which  we  should  place  ourselves,  would  appear  to  be  the  centre 
of  the  Universe,  and  that  the  whole  creation  would  seem  to  re- 
volve around  the  particular  spot  where  we  stand.  It  must  be 
through  some  similar  delusion  that  this  party  of  the  Anglican 
Church,  a  party  which  constitutes  but  an  insignificant  fraction 
of  the  Christian  world,  while  it  turns  its  back  on  the  Protestant 
churches,  and,  in  turn,  is  spumed  by  the  Church  of  Rome,  yet 
imagines  itself  the  centre  and  embodiment  of  Catholic  Unity. 
Archbishop  Whately  was  not  a  man  of  genius,  but  he  was  a 
man  of  remarkable  good  sense.  In  his  work  on  the  Kingdom 
of  Christ,  he  shows  that  the  Articles  of  the  Church  of  England 
"  rest  the  claims  of  ministers,  not  on  some  supposed  sacramental 
virtue,  transmitted  from  hand  to  hand  in  unbroken  succession 
from  the  Apostles,  in  a  chain,  of  which  if  any  one  link  be  ever 
doubtful,  a  distressing  uncertainty  is  thrown  over  all  Christian 
ordinances,  sacraments,  and  Church -privileges  forever;  but,  on 
the  feet  of  those  ministers  being  the  regularly-appointed  officers 
of  a  regular  Christian  community."  Those,  he  says,  who  seek 
to  take  what  they  call  higher  ground,  "  are  in  fact  subverting 
the  principles  both  of  our  own  Church  in  particular,  and  of  every 
Christian  Church  that  claims  the  inherent  rights  belonging  to 
a  community,  and  confirmed  by  the  sanction  of  God's  Word 
as  contained  in  the  Holy  Scriptures."  "  It  is  curious,"  adds 
Whately,  "how  very  common  it  is  for  any  sect  or  party  to  as- 
sume a  title  indicative  of  the  very  excellence  in  which  they  are 
especially  deficient,  or  strongly  condemnatory  of  the  very  errors 
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with  which  they  are  especially  chargeable  ....  The  phrase 
'Catholic  *  religion,  (i.  e.  *  Universal,)  is  the  most  commonly  in 
the  mouths  of  those  who  are  the  most  limited  and  exclusive  in 
their  views,  and  who  seek  to  shut  out  the  largest  number  of 
Christian  communities  from  the  Gospel  covenant.  'Schism,* 
again,  is  by  none  more  loudly  reprobated  than  by  those  who 
are  not  only  the  immediate  authors  of  schism,  but  the  advocates 
of  principles  tending  to  generate  and  perpetuate  schisms  with- 
out end."*  It  would  be  well  for  the  party,  which  Whately 
here  delineates  in  language  not  more  caustic  than  it  is  just,  to 
learn,  that  to  take  a  part  for  the  whole  is  the  very  essence  of  a 
sect 

^Kifkgdom  of  OhriH  (Am.  ed.),  pp.  126,  127, 128. 
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Abticlb  VnL  —  SOME  SUGGESTIONS  ON  POINTS  OF 
CONTACT  BETWEEN   SCIENCE  AND  ART. 

A  FEW  years  ago  Cardinal  Wiseman  delivered  an  address  at 
the  Royal  Institution,  London,  on  "  Points  of  Contact  between 
Science  and  Art,"  and  in  the  course  of  his  remarks  furnished  a 
number  of  illustrations  which  very  definitely  set  forth  the  rela- 
tions between  Science  and  the  Fine  Arts.  It  has  occurred  to 
us,  however,  on  again  reading  over  the  address,  that  the  Car- 
dinal did  not  seem  to  appreciate  the  fact  that  the  methods  of 
investigation  pursued  in  art  are  almost  identical  with  those  of 
science.  The  main  distinction  lies  in  their  aim;  the  one  in- 
quires for  the  sake  of  knowledge;  the  other,  for  the  sake  of 
production.  Not  only  does  art  perpetually  avail  itself  of  the 
results  of  science,  but  it  frequently  anticipates  science.  Not  only 
does  it  employ  science  in  its  methods  and  forms,  but  its  aim 
and  expression  are  often  involved  in  considerations  which  de- 
mand the  highest  exercise  of  precise  knowledge  respecting  both 
the  sciences  of  nature  and  the  science  of  man.  "Science  per- 
fects genius,"  said  Dryden,  and  no  doubt  he  himself  knew  how 
much  of  that  which  is  termed  genius,  on  closer  inspection  turns 
out  to  be  precise  knowledge,  knowingly  applied. 

The  subject,  however,  which  engaged  the  Cardinal's  attention, 
seems  to  be  much  more  fruitful  of  suggestion  and  illustration 
to-day,  though  but  a  single  decade  has  passed  since  the  address 
was  delivered.  Science  has  made  great  advances,  and  many  of 
her  results  have  found  application  in  connection  with  art  The 
principles  of  art  are,  perhaps,  being  more  definitely  formulated, 
and  the  tendency  of  criticism  is  to  show  the  scientific  character 
of  its  products  in  relation  to  history,  literature,  and  philosophy. 
Contact  alone  with  works  of  art,  without  any  acquaintance 
with  the  life  and  character  of  their  authors,  the  methods  of 
study  they  pursued,  their  indefatigable  research  in  preparation, 
the  difficulties  encountered  and  overcome,  not  only  with  respect 
to  methods  of  art,  but  concerning  that  of  which  art  is  merely 
an  expression — we  repeat,  through  mere  contact  with  their 
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finished  works,  we  may  readily  grant  that  art  is  indeed  nothing 
more  nor  less  than  *'an  inspiration  for  the  gratification  of  a 
divine  instinct"  But  following  the  artist  closely  in  his  methods 
and  manipulations ;  his  choice  of  subject  with  respect  to  the 
capacities  of  art  for  its  proper  expression  ;  the  selection  and 
arrangement  of  material  contributing  to  this ;  we  find  him  in- 
volved in  considerations  thoroughly  scientific  in  all  respects 
save  as  to  their  special  aim  and  bearing. 

The  Cardinal,  in  his  address,  cited  Leonardo  da  Vinci  as 
**  the  representative  man"  to  illustrate  this  contact  of  science 
with  art ;  and  there  could  be  no  better  selection.  Leonardo,  in 
his  investigations  and  discoveries,  both  in  pure  and  applied 
science,  is  ranked  high,  and  "has  his  place  in  the  history 
and  in  the  philosophy  of  the  inductive  sciences."  Whewell 
ranks  him  among  "the  practical  reformers  of  science,"  He 
left  "  thirteen  volumes  of  scientific  sketches,  of  diagrams  and 
mechanism,  chiefly  connected  with  hydraulics."  But  this  fact 
in  itself  serves  as  no  illustration  of  the  contact  of  science  with 
art,  for  they  consisted  of  investigations  made  purely  in  the 
interest  of  science.  The  points  of  real  contact — ^if  we  can  so 
term  them — are  where  science  prepares  the  ground  for  the  ac- 
tion of  art,  and  in  connection  with  its  objects. 

But  a  slight  analysis  of  any  work  of  art  will  exhibit  these 
points  of  contact  very  definitely.  Consider,  for  instance, 
what  requisites  were  in  demand  for  the  production  of  Raphaers 
"School  of  Athens."  An  analysis  of  this  work  naturally 
divides  under  two  heads — the  philosophy  of  ideas  connected 
with  the  subject,  and  the  science  of  their  embodiment  by  means 
of  art.  The  former  involves  a  relative  estimate  of  the  philos- 
ophies and  the  sciences  illustrated  by  their  most  prominent 
teachers.  A  central  interest  is  accorded  Plato  and  Aristotle, 
the  one  pointing  to  the  heavens,  the  other,  with  outstretched 
palm  spread  toward  the  earth  ;  each  regards  the  other  with  an 
expression  of  intense  conviction,  while  their  arguments,  together 
with  their  philosophies,  are  summed  up  in  this  significant  and 
concentrated  action.  Nothing  can  exceed  the  accuracy  of  artis- 
tic statement  in  the  rendering  of  this,  together  with  the  por- 
trayal of  their  respective  disciples,  who,  with  no  less  significance, 
exhibit  like  distinctions  in  their  sympathies  of  thought     Below 
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this  central  group  the  sabordinate  sciences  find  illustration, 
and  with  no  less  intellectual  appreciation  of  their  character 
and  aim.     The  group  which  surrounds  Archimides,  who  con- 
structs a  geometrical  figure  upon  a  tablet  lying  on  the  ground, 
evinces  the  nicest  distinctions  with  respect  to  the  opening  of 
the  minds  of  the  spectators  to  the  reception  of  the  thought 
On   the  steps,  apart  from  all,  reclines  Diogenes  the  Cynic, 
attentively  scanning  a  tablet;   a  youth,  directed   by  an  old 
man,  turns  from  him  to  the  teachers  of  a  higher  philosophy. 
Above,  among  others,  we  observe  Socrates,  addressing  a  group 
of  listeners  who  have  collected  about  him,  to  whom  he  explains 
in  order  (counting  on  his  fingers)  his  principles  and  their  con- 
clusions.    This  is  but  a  glance,  sufficient,  however,  to  show 
the  nature  of  the  thought  pervading  this  work.     Each  individ- 
ual thinking  head  in  this  remarkable  picture  has  characteristic 
expression,  and  the  knowledge  requisite  for  this  is  the  result  of 
scientific  insight,  which  alone  enables  the  artist  to  use  the  human 
form  to  give  accurate  expression  to  ideas  or  emotions :  to  de- 
termine among  the  many  muscular  movements  of  the  features 
the  exact  anatomical  play  that  suits  the  character  of  thought 
moving  in  the  mind.     Here  is  a  science  of  the  fitness  of  the 
means  to  the  end  which  admits  of  no  deviation.     Eight  expres- 
sion depends  strictly  upon  the  accuracy  of  the  artist's  knowl- 
edge.    Leonardo,  having  in  mind  his  conception  of  the  Christ 
for  his  picture  of  The  Last  Supper,  searched  for  months  to  find 
a  type  that  would  give  him  a  proper  basis  upon  which  to  realize 
this  idea  in  sensible  form.     In  these  higher  walks  of  art  the 
judgment  is  involved  with  questions  quite  distinct  from  the 
more  marked  eflEect  passion  produces  upon  the  human  counte- 
nance.    A  close  sympathy  with  those  placid,  yet  profounder 
movements  of  the  mind,  is  in  demand,  and  a  knowledge  of 
their  corresponding  physical   expressions.     This  finds  noble 
illustration  in  the  rq>ose  of  antique  statuary.     Thus  anatomical 
science  must  be  so  thoroughly  mastered  that  the  artist  may 
give  right  expression   to  actions  wholly  imaginary,  and  for 
which  it  would  be  impossible  to  find  a  living  model  capable 
of  oftmming  the  exact  situation,  morally  or  physically;   the 
Laocoon  is  a  remarkable  instance  of  this. 
As  we  descend  in  our  dissection  of  this  picture,  numerous 
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points  present  themselves  as  having  this  connection  with  science  ; 
but,  fearing  to  be  too  tedious,  we  will  merely  make  reference 
to  the  architectural  accessories  which  involve  an  elaborate  per- 
spective, a  strictly  mathematical  science.  Indeed,  when  the  Car- 
dinal cited  his  few  points  of  contact  between  science  and  art.  a 
closer  inspection  might  perhaps  have  revealed  the  fact  that 
there  could  be  no  art  save  as  a  superstructure  based  upon 
science.  The  arts  have  notoriously  flourished  best  when  science 
was  making  most  rapid  advances  and  achieving  her  highest 
triumphs. 

If  the  subject  selected  for  illustration  be  taken  from  ancient 
history,  ethnological  as  well  as  archaeological  points  arise  which 
require  accurate  knowledge  on  the  part  of  the  artist  The 
character,  manners,  customs,  and  costumes  pertaining  to  public 
and  private  Ufa  The  spirit  of  the  epoch,  gathered  from  liter- 
ary and  other  sources.  No  art.  of  any  time  or  people,  can  be 
properly  interpreted  but  in  connection  with  its  literature.  The 
Cardinal  quoted  Buskin's  observatioD,  that  "a  painter  should 
be  a  man  of  universal  learning."  This  is  what  Cicero  has  said 
of  the  finished  orator ;  and  the  most  distinguished  masters  in 
art  have,  to  some  extent,  evinced  this  breadth  of  cultivation. 
The  higher  and  more  varied  the  education  the  artist  receives, 
the  more  extensive  the  learning  which  he  acquires,  the  more  it 
will  assist  him  in  his  artistic  pursuits. 

*^I  see  not  what,  without  true  genius,  study, 
Nor  genius  without  study,  can  effect ; 
Each  needs  each;  both,  when  hand  in  hand,  will  thrive." 

— Horace, 

Holman  Hunt  passed  several  years  in  the  Holy  Land  search- 
ing out  those  hereditary  types  by  means  of  which  he  realized 
that  remarkable  embodiment  of  his  subject,  "Christ  in  the 
Temple  " — one  of  the  most  remarkable  works  of  modem  art 
He  made  studies  of  the  oldest  types,  and,  comparing  these,  was 
gradually  enabled  to  determine  the  peculiarity  of  feature  com- 
mon to  the  old  race  of  Jews  which  dwelt  at  Jerusalem.  In 
respect  to  the  habits,  dress,  ceremonies,  and  symbols  of  the 
synagogue  worship,  he  applied  himself  no  less  diligently.  But 
a  slight  acquaintance  with  the  requisite  preparation  such  works 
demand  will  enable  us  to  estimate  the  requirements  of  art,  and 
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reveal  those  points  of  contact  wherein  the  studies  of  the  artist 
meet  with  those  of  the  historian,  the  archsologist,  the  scientist, 
and  the  philosopher.  We  find  Leonardo  and  Michael  Angelo 
on  the  one  side  expressing  their  most  subjective  thought  in  the 
sonnet  or  in  the  picture,  and  on  the  other  devising  and  execu- 
ting stupendous  works  of  architecture  and  mechanical  engineer- 
ing. The  methods  of  study  pursued  in  art  are  eminently  fitted 
for  a  union  of  the  theoretical  with  the  practical,  for  while 
they  are  directed  to  the  object,  they  aim  to  draw  from  it  that 
which  renders  it  subservient  to  artistic  expression.  Thus  the 
object  is  studied  not  for  its  own  sake  alone,  but  as  a  means  for 
the  expression  of  ideas,  sentiments,  and  the  like.  Art  is  no 
less  practical  than  it  is  fanciful.  The  very  essence  of  art  is  in- 
vention. The  lists  of  inventors  contain  many  names  that  have 
been  associated  with  the  fine  arts.  In  this  country,  Morse  and 
Fulton  are  noted  examples.  Albert  Diirer  was  a  skilled  mathe- 
matician and  the  inventor  of  several  mathematical  instruments 
and  machines.  Gamerarius  assures  us  that  he  wrote  no  less 
than  one  hundred  and  fifty  books  and  pamphlets  (probably  an 
exaggerated  statement) ;  among  which  were  treatises  on  Civil 
Architecture^  on  Fortificaticms^  on  the  Anatomy  and  Proportions 
of  the  Horse^  and  on  the  Art  of  Fencing,  Pirkheimer  also  informs 
us  that  he  wrote  several  works  on  Painting.  In  1525  he 
brought  out  his  "  Instruction  in  the  Art  of  Mensuration^''  con- 
sisting of  four  books  treating  of  the  "  Construction  and  divisions 
of  lines,  of  the  measurements  of  plane  surfaces  and  solid  bodies, 
with  practical  hints  in  Optics  and  Perspective,"  based  chiefly 
on  Euclid.  He  also  published  a  treatise  on  ^^  Human  Propor- 
tions:' 

We  have  alluded  to  the  scientific  works  of  Leonardo  da 
Vinci.  There  are  now  in  Paris  twelve  large  volumes  of  his 
essays  in  Science ;  the  balance  of  his  works  are  in  the  Ambro- 
sian  Library  at  Milan.  They  consist  of  treatises  on  Mathe- 
matics, Chemistry,  Hydraulics,  and  Anatomy.  Gustave  Uzielli 
claims  for  Leonardo  "  the  credit  of  having  first  laid  down  the 
fundamental  laws  regulating  the  distribution  of  the  leaves  of 
plants,"  thus  forestalling  the  English  botanist  Brown  by  more 
than  two  centuries.  Leonardo  also  informs  us  at  this  early 
date  "that  the  circles  of  wood  in  the  section  of  a  branch  de- 
void XXXIII.  12 
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note  the  age  of  the  limb,  .  .  .  their  density  depends  on  the 
dryness  of  their  natal  seasons :"  also  "  the  heart  of  a  tree  will  be 
found  nearer  to  its  southern  bark  than  to  its  northern."  Fossil 
shells  and  fish  likewise  engaged  his  attention,  and  indeed,  so 
numerous  were  his  studies  in  Natural  Science^  that  it  would  be 
tedious  to  niake  mention  of  them  further  than  as  an  illustration 
of  the  characterof  his  investigations.  The  invention  of  the  Plan- 
isphere is  also  claimed  for  him,  drawings  of  which  are  among 
his  MSS.  at  Windsor.  That  Leonardo  anticipated  Cordan  in 
believing  that  the  phenomena  of  the  camera  tended  to  explain 
the  laws  of  vision,  is  obvious  fix)m  his  own  words — "  This  spira- 
cle made  in  a  window  .  .  .  conveys  within  all  similitudes  of 
the  bodies  opposed  to  it  Thus  may  we  see  that  the  eye  likewise 
acts."  His  remarks  on  Optics  are  full  of  suggestive  insight, 
coupled  with  skillful  investigations.  He  constructed  an  eye  of 
glass  by  which  to  illustrate  his  conclusions ;  and  then  gave 
himself  up  to  considerations  and  inventions  "  concerning  the 
means  for  making  the  moon  appear  larger  by  the  use  of  lenses."* 
He  also  wrote  a  treatise  on.  "  Force  as  a  caicse  of  Fire.^^  We 
may  gather  from  these  suggestive  items  some  idea  of  the  char- 
acter of  his  studies,  carried  on  in  the  intervals  of  his  artistic 
pursuits.  In  being  brought  face  to  lace  with  nature  and  with 
science  in  those  methods  of  study  which  form  the  right  train- 
ing of  the  artist,  it  is  impossible  that  the  mind  should  not  feel 
some  stimulus  towards  strictly  scientific  investigation.  It  must 
be  a  dull  mind  which  excludes  inquiry  into  subjects  bordering 
upon  its  special  pursuits ;  experience  teaches  that  these  very 
pursuits  are  the  better  mastered  through  this  breadth  of  culti- 
vation which  we  find  illustrated  in  the  best  masters  in  science 
or  art. 

But  to  continue  our  subject  It  was  not  until  long  after 
Perspective  had  been  discovered  and  applied  in  art,  by  Paolo 
Uccello,  and  the  brothers  Van  Eyck,  that  science  formulated  it 
Science  was  forestalled  by  art  in  two  distant  countries  at  the 

*  It  must  be  remembered  that  this  anticipates  GkJileo  bj  nearly  a  oentoiy. 
Vasari  reoords  of  Leonardo  that  in  his  youth  he  first  suggested  the  formation  of  a 
canal  from  Pisa  to  Florence,  by  means  of  certain  dianges  to  be  effected  in  the 
river  Amo.  Bottari  says  in  a  note :  "  This  magnificent  work  was  ezeoated  about 
300  years  after,  by  Vincendo  Yiviani,  a  disciple  of  Galileo.*' 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1874.]  Points  of  Contact  between  Science  and  Art  179 

same  time,  in  Italj  and  in  Belgium.  Before  the  time  of  Giotto, 
through  the  long  period  of  Byzantine  art,  it  had  remained  un- 
known. But  in  Giotto  and  his  followers  we  find  evidence 
that  not  mere  ''  personal  observation  and  artistic  cleverness  en- 
able them  to  seize  this  necessary  ingredient  of  pictorial  art," 
but  that  it  was  reduced  to  principles,  formed  into  precepts,  and 
taught  to  scholars.  Pietro  della  Francesca  deserves  especial 
notice  in  this  connection  ;  he  died  in  1482.  There  is  evidence 
in  his  works  that  he  not  only  understood  and  practiced  Per- 
spective with  great  accuracy,  as  Yasari  records  of  him,  but  he 
reduced  its  principles  to  writing  in  three  books,  which  are  still 
in  existenca  Before  the  literature  of  perspective  commences, 
Raphael,  in  his  **  School  of  Athens,"  and  Michael  Angelo,  in 
the  ceiling  of  the  Sistine  Chapel,  had  shown  themselves  con- 
summate in  the  application  of  Perspective  to  art.  Then  ^^  the 
anticipations  of  art  were  verified  by  science  and  reduced  to 
unvarying  rule."  It  was  not  till  1608  that  the  first  satisfactory 
treatise  on  this  subject  was  published  by  Guido  Ubaldo.  In 
1642  the  Prospectiva  Practical  commonly  known  as  the  Jesuits' 
perspective,  appeared — very  generally  in  use  among  artists 
until  quite  recently.  Finally  the  correct  mathematical  theory 
of  perspective  was  propounded  by  Brook  Taylor  in  1731. 
Copies  of  these  works  are  before  us. 

A  mathematical  basis,  consisting  of  proportion,  relation,  and 
quantity,  underlies  all  art,  in  line,  color,  form,  and  pictorial 
composition,  no  less  than  in  musical  harmonica  Michael 
Angelo  claimed  that  the  human  figure  is  perfect  in  its  propor- 
tions and  these  proportions  have  a  definite  law.  The  thought 
was  not  original  with  him,  but  was  derived  fix)m  the  ancients. 
'*  The  human  form  is  bounded  by  lines,  the  angles  of  which  are 
all  harmonic,  and  the  curves  which  circumscribe  the  subdivis- 
ions possess  this  quality  in  no  less  degree." 

Before  considering  Architecture  in  relation  to  points  of  con- 
tact between  science  and  art,  a  mere  glance  at  the  Sculptor's 
work  will  show  us  the  scientific  requirements  of  his  art  The 
character  and  function  of  every  muscle  of  the  human  form  is 
to  be  mastered ;  of  every  bone  which  aflfects  the  outward 
appearance  or  gives  support  to  the  parts.  He  is  to  possess 
accurate  knowledge  of  every  action  of  which  this  form  is  capa- 
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ble,  of  the  scope  and  function  of  every  bone  and  muscle,  and 
under  all  imaginable  action,  such  as  cannot  be  studied  firom  the 
living  subject ;  instance  of  which  we  have  cited  in  the  Lao- 
coon.  But  all  this,  in  the  most  accurate  form  of  scientific 
knowledge,  will  not  eflFect  for  art  those  still  higher  requirements 
which  are  as  yet  beyond  the  reach  of  science,  and  in  respect 
of  which  knowledge  is  extremely  limited.  The  gulf  between 
the  genius  of  our  being  and  what  we  know  of  its  nature  knd 
scope  is  still  vast  and  unfathomed  by  science. 

In  respect  to  these  "points  of  contact,"  Architecture  presents 
numerous  illustrations ;  for  Architecture  naturally  divides  into 
two  branches — ^the  artistic  and  the  constructive,  or  scientific. 
"  On  the  one  side  it  seems  to  descend  toward  the  class  of  me- 
chanical pursuits ;  on  the  other,  it  has  in  the  past  laid  contri- 
bution on  its  two  sister  arts,  and  commanded  their  highest 
resources." 

In  its  artistic  phase,  which  is  subservient  to  the  expression 

of  certain  eflFects,  line,  form,  space,  and  color  are  the  elements 

with  which  these  effects  in  Architecture  are  produced.     It  is 

perfectly  tonic,  in  respect  to  its  lines,  angles,  and  curves.     The 

Parthenon  has  been  reduced  to  a  strict  matfiematical  proportion 

»in  its  construction,  and  the  harmony  of  the  parts  have  been 

found  to  fiilfill  a  certain  mathematical  ratio.     Said  Penrose, 

"Its  calculated  and  measured  dimensions  do  not  vary,  even 

within  the  fraction  of  an  inch."     The  same  treatment  has  been 

: applied  to  Lincoln,  and  later  to  Salisbury  Cathedral,  and  it  has 

been  ascertained  that  their  proportions  have  this  same  character 

■and  are  reducible  to  similar  principlea     Though  the  men  who 

'built  those  great  edifices  "may  have  had  no  idea  of  the  science 

^which  they  obeyed,  they  had  it  in  the  education  of  their  feeling 

>snd  judgment;  when  science  came  in  and  tested  their  work 

she  merely  verified  and  found  it  strictly  according  to  its  rules." 

But  in  its  constructive  branch.  Architecture  is  almost  exclu- 
•43ively  scientific;  with  respect  to  the  nature  and  selection  of 
materials;  in  all  its  constructive  forms  in  carrying  out  the  con- 
ception or  design.  "  The  early  builders  could  not  calculate  the 
proportion  requisite  between  superincumbent  weight  and  its 
just  support;  and  they  erred  on  the  right  side,  by  providing 
superabundant  strength  to  carry  their  intended  burden."    We 
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observe  how,  **  by  degrees,  every  architecture  becomes  slimmer 
and  lighter,  as  experience  has  brought  these  proportions  to 
test ;"  hence,  after  the  Doric  comes  the  Ionic,  then  we  get  the- 
Corinthian,  and  at  last  the  Composite.  In  like  manner  we  pass 
from  the  Norman,  through  intermediate  stages  of  pointed  archi- 
tecture, to  the  Flamboyant  or  Decorated.  Remarkable  evidence 
remains,  that  the  heavier  construction  of  remoter  periods  **  was 
not  based  upon  any  accurate  calculation  of  ratio  between  sup- 
port and  weight"  The  first  went  beyond  the  demands  of  the 
second.  We  find  the  architects  of  the  sixteenth  century,  "fear- 
lessly altering  the  old  Norman  arches  into  the  pointed,  and 
round  massive  piers  into  slender  clustered  columns ;  thus  cut- 
ting out  masses  of  sustaining  material  without  apprehension  of 
insecurity." 

As  in  the  departments  of  science  there  eire  multiplied  sub- 
divisions, and  human  labor  in  these  fields  is  now  directed  into 
specialities,  so  are  like  subdivisions  the  characteristic  of  modem 
art,  which  is  divided  and  subdivided,  the  artist  applying  himself 
exclusively  to  some  one  art,  and  again  to  some  one  branch  of 
this,  to  portraiture,  to  landscape,  to  history,  to  genre.  Archi- 
tecture is  subdivided  into  church  architecture,  public  build- 
ings, domestic  architecture,  exclusively  of  shops  and  dwellings. 
Bridge-building  has  been  wholly  turned  over  to  the  engineers. 
The  architect,  so-called,  does  little  more  now  than  get  out 
the  plans  and  elevations.  But  it  is  characteristic  of  a  thorough 
mastery  of  any  art  not  to  submit  to  this  narrowing  specialism, 
not  to  neglect  the  science  for  the  superficial  attractions,  but  to 
treat  the  whole  with  that  sympathy  and  thoughtful  insight 
which  a  knowledge  of  the  structure  and  functions  of  the 
human  form  demands,  from  the  most  evanescent  expression 
that  lingers  upon  the  features,  down  to  the  very  bones  of  the 
skeleton. 

Before  closing  our  remarks  on  this  topic,  let  us  glance  at  a 
few  of  the  later  results  of  applied  science  mechanically  con- 
tributing to  the  interests  of  art  Stone  columns,  once  labori- 
ously shaped  and  polished  by  hand,  are  now  turned  and 
glossed  by  machinery,  at  much  less  cost  Stone  is  dressed  by 
the  same  means.  Stone  itself  is  manufactured  and  molded 
into  various  forms  and  ornaments.     The  tendency  of  this  is  un- 
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artistic  in  its  effect,  because  what  is  done  by  machinery  lacks 
that  expression  which  manual  labor,  directed  by  individual  mind 
and  feeling,  gives  to  the  material  it  shapes. 

This  could  be  remedied  if,  after  the  forms  were  shaped  by 
mechanical  means,  the  final  execution  were  reserved  for  direct 
human  contact,  giving  character  and  expression  to  the  forms ; 
very  slight  superficial  labor  would  serve  to  give  this  final 
finish.  The  sculptor  gives  his  clay  model  to  his  workman,  who 
delivers  to  him  the  marble  reproduction  drawn  from  the  block 
by  pointing  measurements  ;  but  the  sculptor  goes  over  it  with 
the  instinct  associated  with  its  earliest  conception,  giving  the 
subtleties  of  expression,  texture,  accident,  and  grace  of  execu- 
tion which,  with  very  little  additional  labor,  gives  value  and  in- 
terest to  the  work.  Why  could  not  we,  in  the  place  of  insipid, 
machine-made  columns  and  ornaments  now  generally  in  use, 
have  exact  repetitions  of  such  charming  examples  as  may  be 
found  abroad  in  old  buildings,  churches,  cloisters,  etc.,  copied 
mechanically  by  means  of  plaster  cast  taken  from  tJke  originals, 
and  finished  by  hand,  making  the  laborer's  work  rh^re  free, 
thoughtful,  and  stimulating  to  his  own  fancy. 

Iron,  in  the  uses  to  which  it  is  applied  in  the  architectifte  of 
the  day,  is  altogether  a  recent  result  of  applied  science,  ^^t 
as  now  used  it  is  an  abomination  so  far  as  artistic  expression  '^ 
concerned.  Plaster  casts  taken  from  Gothic  or  Rennaissance , 
ornament  might  be  sent  to  the  foundries  to  be  used  as  patterns. 
Much  wood-carving  is  now  done  by  machinery.  We  have  seen 
the  head  of  a  dog  carved  in  wood  by  this  means,  which  had 
the  character  of  hand-work.  Such  carving  as  may  be  found  in 
Belgium  and  Perugia  might  be  reproduced  by  this  means,  ad 
infi>niium. 

Science,  in  its  applications,  has  brought  that  chief  of  musical 
instruments,  the  Piano,  within  the  reach  of  every  household. 
Every  separate  feature  of  its  construction,  from  its  general  form 
to  the  material  which  enters  into  the  manufacture  of  its  finest 
wires,  has  been  subjected  to  scientific  tests  and  investigations.       , 
The  interpretation  of  the  masters  of  musical  composition  may      j 
now  be  heard  on  the  extreme  borders  of  civilization,  in  the      / 
log-cabin  as  well  as  in  the  households  of  the  wealthy.     But     j 
Musical-boxes,  such  as  are  now  imported  from  Switzerland,  have     | 
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reached  that  perfection  which  may  fairly  claim  for  them  the 
merit  of  affording  pleasure  even  to  the  critical. 

Through  Chronuhlithography^  eflfbrt  was  made  to  reproduce 
and  multiply  the  works  of  the  painter.  Though  it  certainly 
has  never  reached  any  very  refined  expression,  it  has  un- 
doubtedly contributed  somewhat  in  the  interest  of  art,  and  met 
a  want  which  eventually  comes  to  be  regarded  as  the  stepping- 
stone  to  something  better.  The  principles  of  photo  sculpture 
have,  as  we  have  seen,  been  applied  to  wood-carving. 

But  Photography^  through  the  various  methods  and  forms 
which  have  sprung  from  it,  will  assuredly,  if  it  has  not  already, 
effect  a  revolution  in  certain  ideas  pertaining  to  art.  Cardinal 
Wiseman,  in  opening  his  remarks,  made  use  of  these  words  : 
'•  I  am  venturing  to  address,  on  the  subject  of  science,  an  as- 
sembly of  men  whose  reputation  for  its  advancement,  or  for  its 
cultivation,  may  be  said  to  pervade  the  whole  civilized  world. 
And  I  have  had  the  hardihood  to  announce  that  I  would  speak 
upon  art,  in  the  presence  of  those  who,  if  their  fame  has  not 
extended  so  far — because  their  works  are  not  so  portable  or  com- 
municable  as  books^ — stand  at  the  very  summit  of  this  most 
honorable  profession ; "  and,  speaking  of  the  old  masters,  at  the 
close  of  his  remarks  he  said,  **  Nor  are  we  ever  likely  to  see 
their  marvelous  and  multiplied  works  within  the  easy  access  of 
the  people.^^ 

Ten  years  later  we  find  a  French  Jew  traveling  from  city  to 
city,  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land,  selling 
facsimile  reproductions  of  sketches  of  the  old  masters,  termed 
^^ Autoiypes.^^  Thousands  of  these  autotypes  find  their  way 
is  to  public  institutions  and  private  families,  familiarizing  us 
with  the  most  feimous  works  of  the  great  masters  of  art.  In 
like  manner  the  ^^Heliotype^'  reproduces  for  us  those  etchings 
and  engravings  which  have  become  so  very  costly  and  precious 
on  account  of  their  great  scarcity.  The  works  of  the  sculptor 
likewise,  with  the  precious  fi^its  of  antiquity,  are  now,  by 
means  of  photography,  brought  within  the  reach  of  every  one. 
In  all  respects  save  color,  we  find  the  artist's  productions  multi- 
pljing  and  spreading,  almost  to  the  extent  of  the  author's 
thought,  through  printing.  Who  can  foretell  the  effort  this  is 
likely  to  produce  upon  generations  to  come,  when  art,  through 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


184  Points  of  Contact  between  Science  and  Art  [Jan., 

such  channels,  seeks  the  audience,  or  rather  the  eye  of  the 
world,  without  waiting  for  the  world  to  come  to  it  In  a  very 
subordinate  field,  that  of  caricature,  we  have  seen  what  an 
effective  engine  of  reform,  through  their  influence  on  the  pub- 
lic, the  cartoons  of  Thomas  Nast  have  proved  It  was  their 
wide-spread  reproduction  through  the  medium  of  a  circulation 
that  averaged,  weekly,  above  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand, 
which  gave  to  them  the  character  of  a  language,  coarse  and 
crude  indeed,  but  which  all  who  run  might  read. 

In  closing  our  remarks,  an  extract  from  a  letter  addressed  by 
Col.  Gray  to  the  Committee  of  Architects  who  had  in  charge  the 
Houses  of  Parliment,  may  not  be  out  of  place.  He  says,  *'  It 
is  constantly  to  be  regretted,  that  much  of  the  good  attending 
many  of  the  institutions  founded  for  the  advancement  of  science 
and  art  is  lost  by  their  isolation  and  want  of  connection  with  each 
oiher.^-  This  is  but  too  true,  and  the  remedy  seems  likely  to 
be  applied  through  those  tendencies  which  are  now  directed 
towards  the  establishment  of  these  schools  in  connection  with 
the  universities.  By  this  means  enlarged  and  comprehensive 
facilities  are  afforded  the  student  of  any  branch  of  science  or  of 
art,  and  by  the  close  proximity  of  institutions  having  either 
direct  or  indirect  bearing  upon  each  other,  results  must  follow 
which  may  be  considered  mutually  beneficial.  Literature  can 
no  longer  afford  to  exclude  those  arts,  the  relations  of  which 
are  so  closely  interwoven  with  her  own  ;  the  aim  and  character 
of  which,  if  not  strictly  identical,  certainly  assist  in  affording 
us  a  better  acquaintance  with  her  own  classic  forms  and  spirit 
It  is  a  matter  of  some  surprise  that  the  arts  have  been  so  much 
neglected  in  this  connection,  when  photography  and  the  plaster 
cast  have  long  furnished  a  cheap  form  of  illustration. 
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Article  IX.— NOTICES  OF  NEW  BOOKS. 

THEOLOGICAL  AND   BBLI6IOUB. 

Babtol's  Rising  Faith*  is  true  to  its  title.  It  gives  evidence 
that  faith  is  rising  above  the  point  which  it  reached  in  ''  Radical 
Problems" — we  should  not  dare  affirm  that  it  were  fully  risen — 
bat  there  is  abundant  evidence  in  the  book  of  so  positive  a  tone 
in  respect  to  many  points  concerning  which  there  prevails  exten- 
sively very  little  faith,  that  we  are  disposed  to  be  thankful  and 
take  courage.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  volume  gives  evi- 
dence of  genius,  although  it  is  often  of  genius  exalted  to  rhapsody. 
The  pith,  and  pathos,  and  humor,  of  many  single  passages  are 
simply  wonderful.  We  are  moved  to  laugh  and  mock  on  the  one 
hand,  and  tp  we«p  and  pray  on  the  other. 

So  far  as  the  subjective  side  of  religion  is  concerned  there  is 
little  that  is  defective.  Even  the  objective  truths  that  used  to  be 
called  Calvinism,  are  set  forth  with  no  little  energy  and  positive- 
ness — albeit  in  phraseology  that  smacks  very  much  of  the  Shorter 
Catechism. 

The  point  to  which  the  Rising  Faith  has  not  yet  risen,  is  the 
affirmation  of  historical  and  supernatural  fact.  We  do  not  know 
that  we  need  say  that  in  respect  to  matters  of  this  sort  the  book 
cannot  be  treated  as  a  guide — we  imagine  no  one  would  think  of 
such  a  thing.  It  is  not  very  easy  to  take  a  solar  observation 
through  a  kaleidoscope.  We  may  turn  it  as  often  as  we  will ; 
we  may  raise  and  depress  it ;  but  it  will  give  us  neither  the  real 
sun  nor  the  real  earth,  but  uniformly  beauty,  and  blaze,  and  con- 
fusion— always  some  bits  of  color,  and  form,  and  symmetry — much 
truth  in  detail,  but  the  total  impression  is  bewilderment  and 
confusion. 

Mr.  Bartol  seems  somewhat  like  the  man  of  whom  he  speaks, 
who  thought  the  West  church  in  Boston  was  a  paragon  of  architec- 
tural beauty.  Could  our  author  be  removed  from  Boston,  and 
forget  everything  about  Boston  and  the  Radical  Club  for  five 
years,  and  be  put  upon  a  dry  diet  of  hard  facts  and  matter  of 
fact  people,  he  might  write  a  better  book  than  this  on  the  Rising 
Faith. 

*  The  Rinng  Fadth.  "By  0.  A.  Bartol,  author  of  Radical  Problemn.  Boston: 
Boberto  Brothers,  1874. 
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Religion  and  Sciencb.* — Professor  LeConte's  "  Religion  and 
Science '^  consists  of  a  series  of  Sunday  lectures,  delivered  to  his 
pupils,  iirst  at  Columbia,  S.  C,  and  subsequently  in  a  form  more 
fully  developed  at  Oakland,  CaL  The  following  topics  are  dis- 
cussed :  Personality  of  Deity ;  Contrivance  for  Use ;  Contrivance 
for  Beauty;  The  Spiritual  Nature  of  Deity ;  Essential  Nature  and 
Attributes  of  Deity;  Attributes  of  Deity,  viz:  Truth,  Justice, 
Love,  Holiness,  Freedom ;  Unity  and  Trinity  of  Deity ;  Incarna- 
tion of  Deity;  The  General  Relation  of  Theology  to  Science; 
Man :  His  place  in  Nature ;  Probation  of  Man ;  Predestination  and 
Free-will ;  Prayer  in  relation  to  Invariable  Law.  The  treatment 
of  these  topics  is  familiar  and  popular,  but  not  for  this  reason  less 
profound  and  thoroughly  scientific.  It  is  uniformly  fre^h  and 
individual,  and  although  occasionally  admitting  a  suggestion, 
which  IS  theologically  crude  and  untenable,  the  book  is  the  more, 
rather  than  the  less,  attractive.  The  author  does  not  enter  into 
the  details  either  of  science  or  religion,  but  gives  his  attention  to 
the  salient  points  which  attract  general  attention  when  the  two  are 
supposed  to  come  into  conflict,  and  discusses  them  with  eminent 
individuality  and  uniform  tolerance.  Of  the  many  books  written 
for  the  instruction  of  those  who  are  pressed  by  difficulties  £rom 
science,  this  seems  to  us  one  of  the  least  exceptionable,  while  for 
freshness,  force,  and  general  ability,  it  deserves  high  praise. 

Cowmon-Sbnse  in  Religion.! — Rev.  James  Freeman  Clarke's 
"Common- Sense  in  Religion'*  is  a  volume  of  Essays  upon  Com- 
mon-Sense and  Mystery ;  Common-Sense  View  of  Human  Nature ; 
on  the  Doctrine  Concerning  God,  the  Bible,  and  Inspiration ;  the 
New  Meaning  of  Evangelical  Christianity ;  the  Truth  About  Sin ; 
Common  Sense  and  Scripture  Views  of  Heaven  and  Hell ;  Satan, 
according  to  Common-Sense  and  the  Bible;  Concerning  the 
Future  Life;  the  Nature  of  our  Condition  Hereafter;  Common- 
Sense  View  of  the  Christian  Church ;  Five  Kinds  of  Piety ;  Jesus 
a  Mediator;  the  Expectations  and  Disappointments  of  Jesus; 
Common-Sense  View  of  Salvation  by  Faith;  on  not  being  afraid; 
Hope ;  the  Patience  of  Hope ;  Love ;  the  Brotherhood  of  Man. 

*  Religion  and  Science,  A  series  of  Sunday  lectures  on  the  relation  of  Natural 
and  Revealed  Religion,  or  the  truths  revealed  in  Nature  and  Scripture.  By  Joseph 
LeGontb,  Professor  of  Qeology  and  Natural  History  in  the  Uniyersity  of  California. 
New  York:  D.  Appleton  &  Co.,  1874. 

f  Common-Sense  in  Religion :  a  Series  of  Essays.  By  Jaiobb  Fbbsxak  Clabkb. 
Boston :  James  B.  Osgood  &  Co.,  1874. 
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Mr.  Clarke  defines  Common-Sense  as  '^the  mode  of  judgment 
derived  from  experience  of  this  world ;  that  is  of  God's  method 
in  nature  and  in  hmnan  life."  He  does  not  advert  to  the  fact  that 
there  is  a  common-sense  which  is  superficial  and  one  which  is  pro- 
foand ;  that  the  superficial  may  be  plausible  and  true,  as  far  as  it 
goes,  and  yet  may  fail  to  do  justice  to  the  less  obvious  but  more 
important  truths  that  are  in  question.  With  much,  very  much  of 
what  he  says  we  agree  most  cordially.  Where  we  fail  to  assent 
to  his  views  we  do  not,  as  we  think,  abandon  our  common-^ense, 
but  only  apply  it  more  earnestly  and  comprehensively. 

The  Lfttlb  Sanctttart.* — We  are  not  aware  of  any  English 
preacher  in  our  time  making  a  more  favorable  impression  on  cul- 
tivated minds  in  this  country  than  Dr.  Raleigh,  when  he  attended 
as  a  delegate  the  Congregational  Council  in  Boston  in  1865. 
Those  who  heard  him  then  were  prepared  to  welcome  anything 
from  his  pen,  and  the  book  quaintly  entitled  ''  Quiet  Resting 
Places"  did  not  disappoint  their  expectations.  Another,  on 
"  Jonah,"  not  yet  reprinted  in  this  country,  as  we  wish  it  might 
be,  as  a  larger  and  more  elaborate  treatment  of  its  subject,  we 
think,  would  give  a  still  better  measure  of  his  power.  The  work 
now  before  us  contains  sixteen  '^  Meditations"  (the  first,  founded 
on  Ezekiel  xi,  16,  giving  title  to  the  volume),  which  are  character- 
istic of  the  author.  If  we  were  to  describe  him  we  should  have 
to  begin  by  saying  that  it  is  his  merit  not  to  exemplify  one  good 
quality  at  the  expense  of  others,  but  in  an  unusual  degree  to  com- 
bine them  in  a  happy  symmetry.  Freshness,  vigor,  and  refine- 
ment of  thought,  chastened  fervor  of  feeling,  freedom  and  grace 
of  style,  felicity  of  allusion  and  description,  and  a  pervasive  Chris- 
tian spirit,  make  him  a  most  engaging  and  effective  preacher, 
whether  in  the  pulpit  or  on  the  printed  page.  If  our  readers  will 
look  into  any  two  or  three  of  these  "  Meditations,"  they  will  read 
them  all. 

Tub  Abgtjment  op  the  Book  of  Job  unfolded. f — While  the 
whole  Bible  is  expounded,  perhaps  more  assiduously  than  ever, 

*  The  lAtOe  Sanctuary,  and  other  meditations.  By  Albzandes  Raleigh,  D.D., 
anther  of  "  Quiet  Resting  Places/'  Ac.  New  York :  Dodd  &  Mead.  12mo. 
pp.  334. 

f  The  Argument  of  the  Book  of  Job  unfolded.  By  Wilxjam  Hekbt  Gbeek,  D.D., 
Professor  in  Princeton  Theological  Seminary.  New  York :  Robert  Garter  &  Bros. 
1874.     12mo,  pp.  367. 
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and  in  forms  accessible  to  general  readers  as  well  as  ministers,  it 
is  an  advantage  also  that  in  so  many  instances  particular  books 
are  handled  separately  by  authors,  who  expend  on  them  enthusi- 
asm and  research  which  could  not  be  given  alike  to  all  the  rest 
In  our  own  country,  Stuart,  Bush,  Barnes,  Alexander,  Hackett, 
and  Hodge,  have  thus  i-endered  the  more  service  to  Biblical  study. 
Prof.  Green  has  thus  added  another  to  the  specialties  on  Job. 
The  ten  chapters  treat  of  the  patriarch's  ^^  happy  estate,''  of 
"  Satan,"  of  Job's  "affliction,"  of  his  "  three  friends,"  his  "  conflict" 
and  "triumph,"  his  refutation  of  "his  friends,"  of  "Elihu,"  of 
"  the  Lord,"  and  "  the  Place  of  the  Book"  in  "  the  Scheme  of 
Holy  Scripture."  An  "  explanatory  note"  is  added  on  "  the  Doc- 
trine of  Immortality,"  and  an  "  Analysis  of  the  Book."  As  the 
preface  tells  us,  the  work  "  is  not  a  continuous  commentary,"  "  nor 
is  it  concerned  with  the  vexed  questions  of  its  age  or  authorship," 
in  these  respects  differing  from  the  works  we  have  referred  to.  It 
is  rather  a  series  of  discourses,  that  were  probably  first  preached, 
in  a  clear  and  animated  style,  somewhat  more  diffuse  than  if  com- 
posed only  for  the  eye,  setting  forth,  as  the  title  page  describes  it, 
"  the  argument  of  the  book,"  and  hence  is  the  better  fitted  for 
the  use  of  most  readers.  At  the  same  time  it  incorporates  the 
results  of  study  and  reflection,  and  shows  the  scope  of  the  poem 
and  the  relations  of  its  parts,  so  as  to  favor  the  author's  design  of 
"  promoting  a  better  understanding  of  the  book  among  both  min- 
isters and  laymen." 

Church  and  State  in  the  United  States.* — ^This  essay  is 
admirably  adapted  to  the  object  for  which  it  was  written,  that  is, 
to  give  Germans  a  knowledge  of  the  relations  of  Church  and 
State  in  the  United  States.  No  one  is  more  competent  to  give 
instruction  on  this  subject  than  Dr.  Thompson. 

Had  he  written  particularly  for  Americans,  he  would,  undoubt- 
edly, have  discussed  some  of  the  topics  more  fully  than  he  has  in 
this  work.  But  the  principles  are  all  here  from  which  one  can 
fonn  an  intelligent  opinion  on  the  true  relations  of  C'harch  and 
State.  And  much  that  has  been  said,  recently,  on  the  Bible  in 
the  schools  shows  that  there  is  need  of  such  knowledge  at  home 
as  well  as  abroad.  It  would  do  ministers  of  the  gospel  in  our 
own  land  good  to  read  this  essay. 

^  Church  and  State  in  the  United  States;  with  an  Appendix  on  the  Gennan 
population.  By  Joseph  P.  Thompson.  Boston:  James  B.  Osgood  &  Go.  pp. 
166.     1873. 
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My  Clerical  Fribnds.* — The  author  of  this  book  seems  to 
have  been  a  member  of  the  Charch  of  England,  who  has  become 
a  Roman  Catholic.  He  writes  clearly  and  forcibly,  and  has 
evidently  read  extensively  on  the  topics  of  which  he  treats.  He 
denies  the  validity  of  ordination  in  the  Anglican  Church.  Some 
of  the  facts  are  referred  to  which  have  been,  recently,  brought 
out  in  the  discussions  on  Joint  Communion ;  showing  that  for  a 
long  time  after  the  Reformation  the  doctrine  of  apostolical  suc- 
cession, as  it  is  now  taught,  was  not  held  in  the  English  Church, 
and  that  bishops  regarded  Presbyterian  orders  as  good  as  any. 
This  fact,  he  thinks,  proves  that  ministerial  orders  in  the  Ent/lish 
Church  are  lost — as  they  evidently  are,  if  transmitted  sacerdotal 
grace  is  essential  to  their  validity. 

The  chapter  on  the  "  Clergy  and  Modern  Thought"  shows  con- 
siderable knowledge  of  the  scientific  speculations  of  the  present 
day,  and  is  well  written.  But  the  idea,  that  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  is  the  barrier  against  the  infidelity  of  the  times,  which 
this  author  maintains,  finds  no  justification  in  the  history  of  that 
Church  in  any  land. 

Strauss'b  "  The  Old  Faith  and  the  New."!— The  "  old  faith," 
to  which  the  title-page  of  this  volume  refers,  is  the  Christian, 
which  is  caricatured  on  its  pages.  The  "  new  faith"  is  made  up 
mostly  of  negatives.  One  thing  denied  is  the  existence  of  a  per- 
sonal God.  Another  is  the  existence  of  the  soul,  as  anything 
beyond  a  function  of  the  nervous  system.  Another  is  the  future 
life.  Another  is  the  freedom  of  the  will.  It  need  not  be  said  that 
the  miracles  recorded  in  the  New  Testament  are  denied.  The 
genuineness  of  the  Gospel  histories  is  denied.  It  is  denied  that 
we  have  the  means  of  knowing  much  of  Jesus,  or  of  his  life.  But 
several  things  are  affirmed.  It  is  affirmed  that  men  spring  from 
monkeys;  and  monkeys,  together  with  all  living  things,  from  inani- 
mate exietence,  by  '*  spontaneous  generation."  It  is  affirmed  that 
the  operations  of  nature  are  wise,  although  there  is  no  wisdom  in 
the  cause.  It  is  admitted  that,  in  casting  away  the  hopes  and 
consolations  of  religion,  much  is  lost.  The  study  of  German 
poets,  and  music,  it  is  suggested,  may  serve  as  a  solace  and  com- 

*  My  Olericai  Friends  and  their  rdaUonB  to  Modem  ThaughL  New  York :  The 
Catholic  Publication  Society.    1873. 

f  The  Old  FaWi  cmd  Vie  New,  A  confession  by  Dayid  Frederic  Strauss. 
Authorized  translation.  By  Kathilds  Bldtd.  New  York :  Henry  Holt  k  Com- 
pany, 1873. 
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fort  to  souls  thus  bereaved.  This  work  is  an  abandonment  of  the 
author's  previous  doctrines.  It  inculcates  Materialism,  in  the 
room  of  ideal  Pantheism,  his  old  creed.  It  is  reckless  in  its  state- 
ments respecting  critical  questions,  declaring  that  various  things 
are  settled,  which  are  simply  groundless  asseitions  of  the  infidel 
party.  Not  unfrequently  Strauss  descends  to  coarseness  and  blas- 
phemy. Altogether,  it  is  a  melancholy  fruit  of  the  old  age  of  its 
author. 

PsBSSENsis's  "The  Early  Yeabs  of  CeRisTiANrrr." * — ^This 
volume — ** Heresy  and  Christian  Doctrine,"— now  introduced  for 
the  first  time  to  the  English  public,  is  the  third  in  a  consecutive 
series,  intended  to  present  a  complete  picture,  from  the  author's  point 
of  view,  of  the  spiritual  life  and  history  of  the  Church  during  the 
first  three  centuries  of  the  Christian  era.  The  two  previous 
volumes — ''  Early  Years  of  Christianity  "  and  "  Martyrs  and  Apolo- 
gists"— delineated  chiefly  the  extensive  growth  of  the  Church  and 
its  conflicts  with  enemies  without.  The  present  volume  treats 
rather  of  its  intensive  development  and  the  history  of  its  doc- 
trines. 

The  concluding  volume  of  the  series  will  appear  simultaneously 
in  English  and  French,  The  recent  pressure  of  political,  in  addi- 
tion to  pastoral  duties,  has  prevented  Dr.  Pressens^,  as  yet,  from 
arranging  his  accumulated  materials  for  this  work.  He  has,  how- 
ever, engaged  to  prepare  it  for  publication  with  the  least  possible 
delay."  This  Preface,  by  the  translator,  explains  the  design  of  the 
little  volume  before  us.  It  relates  to  the  early  theology  and  to 
the  early  heresies  of  the  Church.  It  presents  a  lucid  and  interest- 
ing view  of  the  subject.  The  learned  author  is  now  taking  an 
active  part  in  the  political  affairs  of  his  country.  We  can  hardly 
look,  at  least  for  the  present,  for  much  that  is  new  from  his  pen ; 
but  he  has  done  a  good  service  by  the  works  which  he  has  already 
written. 

The  Speaker's  Commentary:  Kings  II,  Chronicles,  Ezra, 
Nehemiah,  Esther. — The  third  volume  of  "  the  Speaker's  Com- 
mentary," republished  by  Scribner,  Armstrong,  <fe  Co.,  is  con- 
structed on  the  plan  which  we  have  described  in  connection  with 
notices  of  the  preceding  volumes  of  the  series.  The  commentaries 
in  the  present  volume  are  from  the  pen  of  Canon  Kawlinson,  who 

<^  lh6  Early  Teara  of  Christianity.  By  E.  de  Pbbbbens^  D.D.  Translated  by 
Annie  Harwood.    ffereiy  and  Christian  Doctrine.    New  York :  Nelson  k  Phillips. 
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is  well  known  tbrongh  bis  works  on  ancient,  especially  Oriental, 
history,  and  who  has  some  special  qualifications  for  the  treatment 
of  the  subjects  embraced  in  this  volume.  We  have  examined, 
with  interest,  his  introduction  to  the  Chronicles.  He  writes  with 
unusual  candor  on  the  difficult  questions  arising  from  the  com- 
parison of  these  with  the  other  historical  books  of  the  Old  Testa- 
ment. The  English  reader  has  these  questions  presented  to  his 
attention ;  which  is  more  than  most  of  the  commentaries  under- 
take to  do,  at  least  with  fairness. 

The  Chabactbb  of  St.  Paul.* — It  would  seem  as  if  the  great 
work  on  the  ^^Life  and  Epistles  of  St.  Paul,"  by  Conybeare  & 
Howson,  had  left  little  room  for  another  volume  from  either  of 
these  writers  having  the  same  apostle  for  its  subject.  It  was  pos- 
sible, however,  for  the  materials  they  had  gathered  to  take  on  a 
new  form,  and  the  research  and  reflection  they  had  expended  to  be 
employed  for  a  more  specific  purpose,  with  some  advantage  also 
from  later  consideration.  Thus  the  survivor  of  the  two,  Dean 
Howson,  here  gives  us  a  delineation  of  the  personal  character  of 
the  apostle,  while  his  biography,  writings,  and  doctrines  hold  only 
a  subsidiary  place ;  and  it  need  not  be  said  that  for  thb  purpose 
the  author  was  eminently  qualified  by  his  earlier  and  more  extended 
labors.  The  volume  contains  five  lectures,  or  sermons — ^as  in  fact 
they  were — on  these  several  features  of  the  apostle's  character ; 
his  tact  and  presence  of  mind;  tenderness  and  sympathy;  consci- 
entiousness and  integrity ;  thanksgiving  and  prayer ;  courage  and 
perseveranca  The  opening  of  the  first  refers  to  **  the  endowment 
under  which  these  sermons  are  preached,"  and  a  foot-note  bids  us 
^'  see  the  Preface,"  but  in  this  edition  the  preface  is  wanting,  nor 
is  there  any  index  or  table  of  contents,  as  there  should  be.  The 
discourses  need  no  other  imprimatur  than  the  author's  name.  It 
is  the  lot  of  the  great  apostle,  as  of  his  Master,  to  be  studied  and 
admired  anew  in  these  last  times,  and  Dean  Howson's  delineation 
will  be  welcomed  as  worthy  of  the  theme. 

HISTORICAL   AND   BIOGBAPHICAL. 

I  ^^ 

Waddinoton'b  Congregational  History. — ^The  first  volume 
of  Dr.  Waddington's  very  elaborate  and  exhaustive  work  on  the 

*  The  Oharader  of  8L  Paiul    Bj  J.  a  HowBon,  D.D.,  Bean  of  Chester.    New 
woik:  Bodd  k  Mead.    12mo,  pp.  314. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


192  Notices  of  New  Books,  [Jan., 

history  of  Congregationalism  was  published  five  years  ago.  As 
there  has  been  no  American  edition  of  it,  and  as  the  English  edi- 
tion was  got  up  in  a  style  which  made  it  too  costly  for  extensive 
circulation  in  this  country,  it  is  much  less  known  on  our  side  of 
the  Atlantic  than  it  deserves  to  be.  So  highly  is  it  esteemed  in 
England,  especially  among  Congregationalists,  that  the  author  has 
been  encouraged  and  assisted  to  retire  from  his  pastoral  charge  in 
order  to  devote  himself  exclusively  to  the  prosecution  of  his  work 
as  a  student  and  writer  of  ecclesiastical  history.  The  second  vol- 
ume of  his  "  Congregational  History "  will  soon  be  published. 
While  it  is  passing  through  the  jjress  we  have  had  the  privilege 
of  reading  that  part  of  it  (400  pages)  which  has  already  been 
printed — or  had  been  printed  a  few  weeks  ago ;  and  we  wait  impa- 
tiently for  the  completed  volume. 

So  comprehensive  is  the  author's  plan  that  his  first  volume  is 
little  more  than  an  introduction.  Beginning  with  the  thirteenth 
century,  just  when  the  Papacy  had  reached  the  zenith  of  its  power, 
he  gives  in  that  volume  (of  760  pages)  the  story  of  certain  ideas 
and  principles  struggling  towards  light  and  liberty, — the  ideas  and 
principles  which  require  for  their  development  the  spontaneous 
separation  of  believing  souls  from  the  unbelieving  world  around 
them,  and  their  union  with  each  other  and  with  Christ  in  local 
churches  freely  gathered ;  and  which,  when  once  developed  and 
applied,  permit  no  priesthood  save  His  who  has  passed  into  the 
heavens,  and  no  interference  of  Caesar  in  the  things  whiph  are 
God's.  That  volume  ends  where  the  history  of  organized  Congre- 
gationalism in  England  may  be  said  to  begin,  namely  at  the  earli- 
est date  as  yet  discovered  of  a  voluntary  and  self-governing  Church, 
formed  by  separation  from  the  world,  and  deriving  its  rights 
neither  from  the  State  nor  from  the  hierarchy.  Such  a  Church 
seems  to  have  been  formed,  in  1567,  by  a  company  of  Christian 
people  confined  in  the  Bridewell  of  London  for  the  offense  of  meet- 
ing to  worship  God  otherwise  than  in  the  forms  prescribed  by  the 
State.  At  that  point  the  nan-ative  is  resumed  in  the  second  vol- 
ume ;  and  thenceforward  it  moves  in  an  unbroken  current  to  the 
end  of  the  seventeenth  century.  The  author's  style  as  a  writer 
of  history  improves  by  practice;  and  the  story,  in  his  telling 
of  it,  gives  evidence  that  his  long  years  of  research  in  the  State- 
Paper  Office,  and  in  other  public  or  private  repositories  of  inedited 
manuscripts,  as  well  as  in  books  long  obsolete,  have  been  amply 
rewarded.     So  far  as  we  have  had  the  privilege  of  becoming 
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acquainted  with  the  new  Tolome,  we  have  been  especially  inter- 
ested in  its  illustrations  of  our  New  England  history.  All  the 
early  history  of  New  England  is  intimately  connected  with  the 
history  of  Congregationalism;  and  we  are  confident  that  Dr. 
Waddington^s  forthcoming  Tolume  will  find  many  readers — more 
than  its  predecessor  has  yet  foand— in  our  country. 

There  ought  to  be  an  American  edition.  This  is  just  the  book 
which  the  Congregational  Publishing  Society  might  issue  with 
great  advantage  to  the  churches  which  it  undertakes  to  serve,  and 
with  advantage  also  to  itself  as  a  manufacturing  and  trading  iur 
stitution. 

John  Stuabt  Mill's  Autobioorapht  *  will  of  course  attract 
the  attention  of  all  students  of  philosophy.  It  is  interesting  as  a 
careful  record  of  the  progress  and  development  of  his  own  mind 
under  one  of  the  most  thorough  processes  of  discipline  to  which 
any  Englishman  of  the  present  century  has  been  subjected^  at 
least  in  his  very  earliest  years.  It  gives  a  deeply  interesting  and 
a  most  instructive  sketch  of  the  school  of  thinkers  and  reformers, 
of  which  Bentham  was  in  a  sense  the  founder,  and  in  which  James 
Mill,  the  father,  and  John  Stuart  Mill  were  preeminent.  It  gives 
the  autobiography  of  a  confessed  atheist,  who  from  his  earliest 
childhood  never  had  any  religion ;  who  not  only  never  had  any 
religion,  but  was  taught  from  his  infancy  to  regard  the  Christian- 
ity of  England  as  like  the  old  idolatrous  superstitions  in  unreason- 
ableness, and  as  intensely  demoralizing  in  its  influence.  Last  and 
not  least,  it  records  the  history  of  the  transformations  of  opinion 
and  of  character  through  which  Mr.  Mill  proceeded  till  the  end. 
Incidental  to  all  these  historic  records  there  are  many  personal 
notices  of  some  of  the  most  remarkable  men  of  the  last  two  gen- 
erations, such  as  James  Mill,  the  father,  who  must  have  been  a 
man  of  extraordinary  intellectual  and  personal  force,  and  deserves 
the  most  conspicuous  place  as  the  organizer,  if  not  the  founder,  of 
his  party ;  Jeremy  Bentham,  the  first  mover  of  the  same,  whose 
seething  brain,  self-satisfied  spirit,  and  kindly  nature  and  ample 
fortune,  were  all  brought  into  requisition ;  Thomas  Carlyle,  who 
had  so  many  points  of  sympathy  with  and  so  many  more  in 
antagonism  against  Bentham  and  the  utilitarian  reformer;  the 
leading  Coleridgeians,  as  Charles  Julius  Hare,  John  Sterling, 

*  Autobiography.  By  John  Stuabt  Mill.  New  York :  Heniy  Holt  &  Com- 
pany, 1873. 
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Frederic  Denison  Maurice,  the  ChriBtian  Liberals  and  Reformeni, 
etc.,  etc. 

From  infancy  to  the  age  of  fourteen  Mill  was  subjected  to  a 
very  severe  intellectual  training  under  the  immediate  supervision 
and  with  the  constant  companionship  of  his  father.  From  four- 
teen to  eighteen  he  was  left  more  to  himself  and  the  influence  of 
others,  who  were  almost  exclusively  men  of  his  father's  ways  of 
thinking.  At  about  eighteen  he  began  his  public  life  as  a  writer 
and  reformer  of  the  Bentham  and  Malthus  type,  and  had  no  other 
ambition  than  to  devote  his  life  to  the  reformation  of  man  by 
means  of  a  change  in  his  circumstances,  preeminently  by  the  per- 
fection of  social  and  political  institutions.  When  he  was  about 
the  age  of  twenty,  he  passed  through  what  he  calls  a  crisis  in  his 
mental  history,  which  carried  him  a  stage  onward,  in  respect  to 
his  practical  principles  and  conceptions  of  life.  It  was  preceded 
by  several  months  of  unaccountable  depression  of  spirits,  in  which 
he  was  asking  himself  the  question :  What  if  all  this  perfection  in 
humanity  for  which  I  am  laboring  should  be  achieved,  should  I  be 
happy  ?  This  question  he  was  forced  to  answer  in  the  negative. 
This  state  of  mind  Mill  supposes  may  be  analogous  to  what  the 
Methodists  call  their  first  conviction  of  sin.  From  this  profound 
and  long-continued  depression  Mill  was  delivered  by  a  process  as 
sudden  as  a  Methodist  conversion.  He  was  reading  a  pathetic 
tale  of  disinterested  self-sacrifice  and  he  was  moved  to  tears. 
This  experience  awakened  him  to  a  new  theory  of  life,  which  was 
expressed  in  two  leading  principles,  viz :  not  to  aim  at  happiness 
as  the  consciously  proposed  end  of  each  action,  and  to  make  cul- 
ture, that  is,  the  cidture  of  the  feelings,  a  definite  object  Music 
and  poetry  began  to  be  esteemed  by  him  as  important  instru- 
ments of  the  culture  of  the  sentiments  and  the  inspiration.  He 
abandoned  his  favorite  fundamental  theory  that  institutions  could 
make  over  man,  and  substituted  very  largely  the  theory  that  insti- 
tutions are  the  growths  and  products  of  what  man  is.  The  lite- 
rary and  personal  sympathies  of  Mill  were  greatly  enlarged  by 
this  conversion.  The  hard,  uncompromising  radical  became 
the  accommodating  and  appreciative  critic  and  admirer  of  men 
whom  he  would  previously  have  assailed  and  denounced.  Another 
tone  is  plainly  discerned  in  his  writings.  While  he  did  not 
abandon  his  original  party  and  principles,  his  intellect  and  sym- 
pathies were  enlarged  and  liberalized. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-five,  Mr.  Mill  became  acquainted  with 
Mrs.  Taylor,  with  whom  he  maintained  the  closest  intimacy  for 
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some  twenty  yeare,  after  which,  subsequently  to  the  death  of  her 
husband,  they  were  married  After  seven  and  a  half  years  of 
married  life  as  Mrs.  Mill,  she  died  suddenly,  and  the  survivor 
records  most  movingly  his  feelings  on  his  bereavement  and  the 
influence  which  her  memory  had  on  hint  His  friendship  with 
her  he  calls  the  most  valuable  friendship  of  his  life.  His  mind 
and  character  were  stimulated  and  elevated  by  her  intellect  and 
heart.  The  best  books  which  he  wrote  were  as  much  or  more 
her  work  than  his  own.  What  he  gave  to  her  in  thought  was 
more  than  given  back  to  him  after  passing  through  her  mind  and 
being  transfigured  by  her  feelings. 

The  book,  with  all  that  there  is  in  it  to  instruct  and  move,  is 
still  fearfully  sad  and  depressing.  There  is  neither  hope  nor 
cheerfulness  in  the  impressions  which  it  leaves.  Mr.  Mill  tells  us 
his  own  story  and  retraces  his  own  development  and  analyzes  his 
own  character.  With  all  the  advantage  which  the  story  gains 
from  this  circumstance,  it  is  only  sad  and  depressing,  and  adds 
one  more  comment  to  the  familiar  phrase,  '^  Without  God  and 
without  hope." 

Life  op  Emanitbl  Swedenbobo.* — Emanuel  Swedenborg  was 
bom  in  Stockholm,  Sweden,  Jan.  29,  1688.  His  father,  at  that 
time  a  chaplain  in  the  army,  was  afterward  professor  of  theology 
in  the  University  of  IJpsal,  and  in  1719,  was  made  bishop  of  Skara. 
in  West  Gothland.  The  bishop  says  of  himself :  "  I  can  scarcely 
believe  that  anybody  in  Sweden  has  written  so  much  as  I  have 
done ;  since,  I  think,  ten  carts  could  scarcely  carry  away  what  I 
have  written  and  printed  at  my  own  expense,  and  yet  there  is. 
much,  yea  nearly  as  much,  not  printed." 

It  will  appear  that  this/oei/i^cM  scribendi  was  inherited  by  the 
son.  There  was  little  remarkable  in  the  childhood  and  youth  of 
Swedenborg,  except  a  strong  tendency  to  religious  thought  and 
conversation.     He  was  graduated  with  honor  at  the  University  of 

*  Ufe  of  Bmanud  Swede/nborg^  wW^  a  brief  Synopsia  of  hie  Writings,  both  phUoaO' 
phical  and  GteologieaL  By  Whjjam  Wmrx.  With  an  Introduction,  bj  B.  F.  Bar- 
rett First  American  Edition,  272  pp.  12mo.  J.  B.  Lippinoott  A  Co.,  Philadel- 
phia, 1872. 

l%e  Thte  Christian  Religion;  containing  (he  Vhiversal  Thaohgy  of  ike  New  Church 
foretold  by  the  Lord  in  Daniel  vu,  13,  14,  and  in  Bevelation  aasci,  1,  2.  Bj  Ehanitxl 
SwBDBNBOBG,  Servant  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  A  new  Translation  from  the 
original  Latin  Edition,  printed  at  Amsterdam  in  the  jear  1771.  613  pp.  Syo. 
J.  B.  lippinoott  &  Co.,  1872. 
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Upsal,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two,  in  1710.  The  dissertation  which 
he  wrote  for  his  degree,  consisting  of  selections  from  certain  Latin 
authors,  with  comments  on  the  obscurities  of  the  text,  was  pub- 
lished. The  same  year,  he  published  a  Latin  version  of  the 
twelfth  chapter  of  Ecclesiastes.  He  then  spent  four  years  in  visit- 
ing other  parts  of  £nrope. 

In  1715,  he  published  an  oration  on  the  return  of  Charles  XII. 
from  Turkey ;  a  small  volume  of  Latin  prose  fables;  and  a  little 
book  of  poems,  which  has  been  republished  several  times.  In 
1716,  he  was  appointed  by  Charles  XII,  with  whom  he  became 
considerably  intimate,  assessor  of  the  mines  in  the  kingdom. 
The  same  year,  he  sought  to  marry  a  young  woman,  but  was 
rejected,  and  always  remained  single. 

In  1717,  he  published  "An  Introduction  to  Algebra,"  and  the 
same  year,  another  work  entitled  "  Attempts  to  find  the  Longitude 
of  Places  by  Lunar  Observations." 

In  1719,  the  family  were  ennobled  by  the  queen,  and  from  that 
time  he  took  his  place  with  the  nobles  of  the  equestrian  order  in 
the  triennial  Assembly  of  the  States.  The  same  year,  he  published 
four  works,  namely,  "  A  Proposal  for  a  Decimal  System  of  Money 
and  Measures ;"  "  A  Treatise  on  the  Motion  and  Position  of  the 
Earth  and  Planets ;"  "  Proofs,  derived  from  appearances  in  Swe- 
den, of  the  Depth  of  the  Sea,  and  the  greater  Force  of  the  Tides  in 
the  ancient  World ;"  and  "  On  Docks,  Sluices,  and  Salt-works." 
The  work  on  money  and  measures  was  republished,  after  his  death, 
in  1796. 

In  1721,  he  visited  Amsterdam,  and  there  published  the  five  fol- 
lowing works,  namely,  "  Some  Specimens  of  a  Work  on  the  Prin- 
ciples of  Natural  Philosophy,  comprising  new  Attempts  to  explain 
the  Phenomena  of  Chemistry  and  Physics  by  Geometry ;"  "  New 
Observations  and  Discoveries  respecting  Iron  and  Fire,  and  par- 
ticularly respecting  the  elemental  Nature  of  Fire,  together  with  a 
new  Construction  of  Stoves;"  "A  new  Method  of  finding  the 
Longitude  of  Places,  on  Land  or  at  Sea,  by  Lunar  Observations  ;" 
"  A  Mode  of  Discovering  the  Powers  of  Vessels  by  the  application 
of  Mechanical  Principles." 

In  1722,  he  published  two  works,  one  at  Leipsic  and  Hamburg, 
and  the  other  at  Stockholm,  namely,  "  Miscellaneous  Observations 
connected  with  the  Physical  Sciences,"  in  four  parts ;  and  "  On 
the  Depreciation  and  Rise  of  the  Swedish  Currency."  The  latter 
he  republished  by  request  in  1 77 1 .    In  1 724,  he  declined  the  profes- 
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sorship  of  mathematics  in  the  University  of  Upsal.  In  1729,  he 
became  a  member  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Science  at  Stockholm. 
In  1734,  he  published,  at  Leipsic  and  Dresden, "  Opera  Philosophica 
et  Mineralia,"  in  three  folio  volumes ;  and  the  same  year,  "  A  Phil- 
osophical Argument  on  the  Infinite,  and  the  final  Cause  of  Creation ; 
and  on  the  Mechanism  of  the  Intercourse  between  the  Soul  and 
the  Body."  In  1740-41,  he  published,  at  Amsterdam,  "The 
Economy  of  the  Animal  Kingdom,"  Parts  L  and  IL  at  the  Hague, 
and  Part  in.  in  London,  which  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson  pronounces 
a  work  of  wonderful  merits.  In  1745,  he  published,  in  Sweden, 
the  last  of  his  scientific  works,  which  was  entitled  "  The  Worship 
and  Love  of  God." 

It  thus  appears  that  in  thirty-five  years,  1710-1745,  he  issued 
twenty-three  works  on  literature,  finance,  the  natural  sciences,  and 
metaphysics. 

Until  nearly  the  close  of  this  period,  he  seems  to  have  had  noth- 
ing peculiar  in  his  religious  experience,  and  to  have  given  no  par- 
ticular attention  to  theological  studies.  But  in  1743,  when  he 
was  fifty-five  yeai*s  old,  and  while  he  was  in  London,  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  according  to  Swedenborg's  most  solemn  belief  and 
declaration,  appeared  in  person  to  him,  gave  him  a  free  pass  for 
intercourse  with  the  spiritual  world,  including  heaven  and  hell, 
and  commissioned  him  to  make  known  to  mankind  the  things 
which  he  should  thus  learn.  This  endowment  continued  with  him 
substantially  for  the  rest  of  his  life — a  period  of  twenty-nine  years, 
was  ordinarily  available  at  his  discretion,  and  determined  the  di- 
rection and  character  of  his  pursuits. 

In  1743-47,  he  learned  Hebrew  and  read  the  Bible  through 
several  times  in  the  original  languages,  and  while  doing  this  made 
notes  which  he  called  "  Adversaria,"  which  were  published  after 
his  death.  In  1747,  he  resigned  the  ofiice  of  assessor  of  the  mines, 
which  he  had  held  thirty-one  years,  but  his  full  salary  was  con- 
tinued as  long  as  he  lived.  In  the  same  year,  he  discontinued  his 
"Adversaria,"  and  commenced  his  "Spiritual  Diary,"  or  journal 
of  his  intercourse  with  spirits,  which  he  kept  up  for  the  next 
twenty  years.  This  work,  in  Latin,  was  published  after  his  death 
in  ten  closely  printed  octavo  volumes,  of  which  two  volumes  are 
now  translated  into  English,  and  the  others  are  etxpected  to  follow. 
In  1749-1766,  he  published,  in  London,  in  Latin  and  in  English, 
his  "  Arcana  Coelestia,"  being  a  commentary  on  Genesis  and  Exo- 
dus, in  eight  good-sized  quarto  volumes.     Several  editions  of  this 
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work  have  been  issued  in  England  and  America,  and  it  can  now 
be  obtained  in  English  in  fourteen  octavo  volumes,  of  which 
twelve  are  text  and  two  are  index. 

In  1758,  he  published,  in  London,  five  works,  namely,  ^^  An  Ac- 
count of  the  Last  Judgment  and  the  Destruction  of  Babylon ; 
showing  that  all  the  Predictions  in  the  Apocalypse  are  at  this  day 
fulfilled ;  being  a  Relation  of  Things  seen  and  heard ;''  ^^  Concern- 
ing Heaven  and  its  Wonders,  and  concerning  Hell,  being  a  Rela- 
tion of  Things  heard  and  seen  ;'*  ^'  On  the  White  Horse  mentioned 
.  in  the  Apocalypse;"  '^  On  the  Planets  in  our  Solar  System,  and  on 
those  in  the  Heavens ;  with  an  Account  of  their  Inhabitants,  and 
of  their  Spirits  and  Angels ;"  and  '*  On  the  New  Jerusalem  and 
its  heavenly  Doctrines,  as  revealed  from  Heaven." 

In  1763,  he  issued,  at  Amsterdam,  the  six  following  publications : 
"  The  Doctrine  of  the  New  Jerusalem  respecting  the  Lord  ;"  "  The 
Sacred  Scriptures ;"  "  Faith ;"  "Life ;"  "  Continuation  respecting 
the  Last  Judgment,  and  the  Destruction  of  Babylon ;"  "  Angelic 
Wisdom  concerning  the  Divine  Love  and  the  Divine  Wisdom." 

In  1764,  he  published,  in  Amsterdam,  a  work  entitled  "  Angelic 
Wisdom  concerning  Divine  Providence,"  In  1766,  he  published, 
at  Amsterdam,  the  "  Apocalypse  Revealed,"  an  abridgment.  The 
original  woik,  in  Latin,  was  published  after  his  death,  in  1790,  in 
four  quarto  volumes,  and  was  issued  in  English  in  1815,  in  six 
octavo  volumes.  In  1768,  in  Amsterdam,  at  the  age  of  eighty,  he 
published  a  work  entitled  **  Conjugial  Love  and  its  Chaste  De- 
lights ;  also  adulterous  Love,  and  its  insane  Pleasures."  In  1769, 
he  issued,  at  Amsterdam,  "  A  brief  Exposition  of  the  Doctrine  of 
the  New  Church,"  and  the  same  year,  at  London,  "  The  Intei^ 
course  between  the  Soul  and  the  Body."  In  1771,  he  published 
"  The  True  Christian  Religion ;  containing  the  Universal  Theology 
of  the  New  Church,  foretold  by  the  Lord  in  Daniel  vii,  13,  14,  and 
in  Revelation  xxi,  1,  2."  He  was  now  eighty-three,  and  this  was 
his  last  publication.  He  issued  in  twenty-two  years,  1749-1771, 
eighteen  religious  and  theological  works.  He  issued  in  the  course 
of  sixty  one  years,  1710-1771,  forty-one  publications,  and  left 
manuscripts  from  which  at  least  seventeen  volumes,  all  on  religious 
subjects,  have  been  published  since  his  death.  His  writings,  in- 
cluding those  published  by  himself  and  those  issued  after  his 
death,  amounted  to  over  sixty  volumes,  or  an  average  of  one  a 
year  for  the  long  period  of  his  public  life. 

He  was  very  temperate  in  his  habits,  and  almost  exclusively  a 
vegetarian  in  his  diet.     He  used  cofiee  freely,  which  he  generally 
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prepared  for  hiniBelt  He  '^  had  no  regard  for  times,  and  seasons, 
days  or  nights,  only  taking  rest  as  he  felt  disposed.^'  In  addition 
to  his  knowledge  of  the  learned  tongues,  he  was  well  versed  in  six 
modem  languages.  He  was  not  a  fluent  speaker  in  either  public 
address  or  conversation ;  was  gentle  and  affable  in  manners,  and 
avoided  discussion.  He  made  little  effort  to  gain  adherents  by 
personal  influence ;  and  initiated  no  organization  for  the  spread  of 
his  doctrines,  but  preferred  that  his  followers  should  remain  in 
and  leaven  their  present  religious  connections.  He  lived  and  died 
in  the  Lutheran  communion,  but  rarely  attended  public  worship, 
because,  as  he  said,  be  ^^  had  no  peace  in  the  church  on  account 
of  spirits  who  contradicted  what  the  preacher  said."  In  his  later 
years,  he  had  no  library  except  the  Bible  in  various  editions,  and 
his  own  writings. 

He  died  in  London,  March  29,  1772,  in  his  eighty-fifth  year, 
and  was  buried  in  the  vault  of  the  Swedish  church,  in  that  city. 
As  a  writer,  he  is  very  consecutive  and  requires  close  and  patient 
attention.  In  his  religious  works,  he  abounds  in  references  to, 
and  citations  from,  the  Scriptures,  but  uses  words  in  such  peculiar 
meanings  that  a  dictionary  of  about  500  pages  12mo  has  beea 
published  explaining  his  terms. 

His  works  have  been  translated  into  French,  but  their  chief 
circulation  has  been  in  the  English  language.  His  views  have 
had  little  acceptance  in  France,  Germany,  or  Sweden.  Notwith- 
standing his  expressed  opinions,  his  disciples  felt  constrained  to 
organize,  and  the  New  Church  was  inaugurated  in  London,  June 
1,  1788.  In  1810,  "The  Society  for  Printing  and  Publishing  the 
Writings  of  the  Hon.  Emanuel  Swedenborg"  was  formed  in  Lon- 
don, and  now  owns  an  office  of  publication  in  that  city,  and  is 
supplied  with  funds  for  the  circulation  of  his  works  in  cheap 
editions. 

As  fiar  back  as  in  1836,  it  was  claimed  that,  in  Great  Britain  , 
his  enrolled  followers  amounted  to  from  2,500  to  3,000,  and  that 
there  were  not  less  than  fifty  clergymen  of  the  Church  of  England^ 
and  several  thousands  of  other  ranks,  who  advocated  or  favored 
the  doctrine.  There  are  now  sixty  or  seventy  of  these  churches 
in  England  and  Scotland.  They  use  a  liturgy  and  hymns,  and 
observe  the  Christian  ordinances.  Their  polity  is  congregational 
or  independent.  They  meet  in  a  yearly  conference,  whose  organ  is 
The  Intellectual  Repository^  or  New  JeruacUem  Magazine^  issued 
monthly. 
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About  1836,  the  Swedenborgians  of  this  country  had  a  General 
Convention,  meeting  yearly  in  Baltimore,  in  connection  with 
which  were  six  ordaining  and  eight  teaching  ministers,  with  ten 
licentiates.  They  had  then  twenty-two  regular  societies,  and,  in 
all,  seventy-nine  places  where  their  doctrines  were  received. 

Pro£  Bush  edited  for  a  time  a  monthly  called  The  New 
Chwrch  Hepository^  and  an  "American  Swedenborg  Printing 
and  Publishing  Society"  has  recently  been  established  in  New 
York.  The  organ  of  the  General  Convention,  The  New  JeruBOr 
lem  Magazine^  a  monthly,  has  been  issued  at  Boston.  A  weekly 
paper,  The  New  Jerusalem  Messenger^  is  published  in  New 
York,  and  a  monthly,  The  New  Church  Independent^  is  to  be 
issued  at  Chicago.  It  is  stated  that  the  circulation  of  publica- 
tions has  been  larger  here  than  in  Great  Britain,  and  that  the 
New  Church  has  made  considerably  greater  progress  in  America 
than  in  England,  especially  in  Massachusetts. 

The  chief  peculiarities  in  the  views  of  Swedenborg  may  be 
stated  under  the  five  following  heads : 

1.  God.  There  is  one  Gk)d,  but  no  trinity  of  persons  in  the 
Godhead,  and  of  course  no  Son  of  God  existing  froln  eternity. 
Christ  was  God  manifested  in  the  flesh,  and  the  Holy  Spirit  is  no 
person,  but  only  the  influence  which  Christ  exerts.  So  that  God, 
Christ  and  the  Holy  Spirit  are  one  God,  in  the  sense  in  which  the 
human  soul,  and  the  human  body,  and  the  operation  of  the  soul 
in  and  through  the  body  are  one  man.  Christ  did  not  make  a 
vicarious  oflering  for  sinners ;  and  his  death  had  no  such  impor- 
tance as  is  commonly  attached  to  it,  but  was  the  last  of  his  great 
temptations.  His  redeeming  work  consisted  in  combating  and 
beating  back  the  spirits  of  hell  from  their  malign  dominion  and 
influence  over  men,  and  so  clearing  the  field  for  a  spiritual  union 
between  man  and  God, 

2.  The  Scriptures.  He  rejects  thirty -two  of  the  sixty-six  books 
of  the  Bible  as  no  part  of  the  inspired  word,  namely,  in  the  Old 
Testament,  these  ten :  Ruth,  First  and  Second  Chronicles,  Ezra, 
Nehemiah,  Esther,  Job,  Proverbs,  Ecclesiastes,  and  the  Song  of 
Solomon ;  and  twenty-two  books  of  the  New  Testament,  leaving 
only  the  four  Gospels  and  Revelation. 

The  first  eleven  chapters  of  Genesis  are  an  allegory,  the  trath 
being  put  in  that  form  as  an  accommodation  to  mankind.  The 
Scriptures  are  used  in  the  world  of  spirits  as  well  as  on  earth,  and 
have  three  meanings,  a  natural,  a  spiritual,  and  a  celestial,  and 
these  three  are  contained  in  and  by  all  parts  of  the  inspired  word. 
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3.  Salvation.  Man  is  a  free  agent,  has  understanding  and  will, 
and  so  can  know  and  choose  evil  or  good.  He  inherits  evil  quali- 
ties from  his  parents,  and  can  not  be  saved  without  repentance 
and  regeneration.  He  is  not  justified  by  faith  alone,  but  by 
charity  and  faith  exercised  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Man  is  ac- 
tive in  regeneration — regenerates  himself  in  the  Lord — and  regen- 
eration is  a  gradual  work  progressing  through  life. 

4.  The  Last  Judgment.  The  last  judgment  and  the  destruc- 
tion of  Babylon  are  already  past.  Babylon  is  a  general  term  in- 
cluding all  the  so-called  Christian  bodies.  Papal  and  Protestant, 
which  existed  at  the  time  Swedenborg  arose ;  and  this  Babylon 
had  its  trial  in  the  world  of  spirits  in  1767,  and  was  condemned 
and  came  to  an  end,  in  the  same  sense  in  which  the  Jewish  Church 
was  condemned  and  came  to  an  end,  at  the  introduction  of  Chris- 
tianity;  and  the  New  Church,  or  Swedenborgianism,  as  a  later 
and  the  last  dispensation,  supersedes  Babylon  or  the  so-called 
Christian  Church,  as  that  church  superseded  Judaism. 

5.  The  Future  State.  The  soul  is  never  without  a  body.  It  has 
a  spiritual  body  which  in  form  resembles  the  natural  body,  and 
is  male  or  female  like  the  natural  body.  The  soul  with  its  spirit- 
ual body  inhabits  the  natural  body  during  life,  and  at  death  the 
soul  with  its  spiritual  body  leaves  the  natural  body  and  ])asses 
into  the  world  of  spirits.  There  is  no  resurrection  of  the  natural 
body,  no  general  resurrection,  and  no  general  judgment.  ^Vs  souls 
leave  this  world,  they  are  judged  and  disposed  of  individually, 
and  separately,  in  detail,  according  to  character,  which  continues 
eternally  in  kind  as  it  was  at  death.  After  death,  there  is  no 
purgatory,  no  second  probation,  no  change  from  wickedness  to 
goodness.  When  the  soul  enters  the  world  of  spirits,  it  does  not 
go  at  once  to  heaven  nor  to  hell,  but  is  detained  for  a  period — not 
long  —in  a  state  and  under  a  treatment  preparatory  to  its  final  des- 
tination. Li  the  spiritual  world  there  are  mountains,  valleys, 
streams,  trees,  flowers,  dwellings,  public  halls,  libraries,  and  abun- 
dant means  for  employment  adapted  to  the  condition  and  charac- 
ter of  the  inhabitants.  The  sexes  exist  there,  and  marriages  take 
place — but  no  propagation.  All  human  souls  leaving  this  world 
in  infancy  are  received,  as  they  enter  that  world,  by  good  spirits, 
and  trained  up  in  goodness  and  saved.  God  has  created  no 
angels.  All  angels,  good  and  bad,  were  once  human  souls.  There 
is  no  leading  evil  angel,  and  there  has  never  been  a  rebellion 
among  the  angels  in  heaven.    This  earth  is  not  to  be  destroyed, 
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bat  is  to  continue  to  be  as  now  the  borne  of  the  human  race,  which 
race  is  to  be  continued  as  now  in  order  to  furnish  material  for 
angels. 

Society  in  heaven  and  in  hell  is  determined  by  aptitudes  and 
mutual  likings,  as  in  this  world.  Those  who  are  in  hell  are  mis- 
erable in  character,  company,  employment,  and  condition;  and 
would  be  more  miserable,  if  God  did  not  measurably  restrain 
them  from  doing  violence  to  themselves  and  each  other. 

There  are  three  heavens  which  are  occupied  by  good  spirits, 
graded  according  to  excellence. 

In  regard  to  the  system  which  embraces  these  peculiarities,  we 
offer  the  following  remarks : 

1.  It  is  hostile  to  Christianity  as  embodied  in  the  evangelical 
denominations  of  our  day.  Its  animus  towards  them  is  one  of 
disparagement  and  unfriendliness.  It  attacks  their  views  on  the 
trinity  and  thus  gives  aid  and  comfort  to  IJnitarianism — of  which 
indeed  it  is  a  phase.  It  misrepresents  their  doctrine  of  justifica- 
tion by  faith.  It  has  little  fellowship  with  them  and  pronounces 
them  condemned  of  God  and  already,  in  the  divine  plan,  super- 
seded by  the  Swedenborgian  dispensation. 

2.  It  does  violence  to  the  word  of  God — by  its  fanciful  mode  of 
interpretation ;  by  denying  the  divine  personality  of  Christ,  and 
of  the  Holy  Ghost ;  by  corrupting  the  doctrines  of  the  atonement 
and  of  regeneration ;  and  by  denying  the  inspiration  of  48  per 
cent,  of  the  books  which  constitute  the  Bible. 

3.  It  rests  on  the  alleged  seership  of  its  author.  Almost  every 
chapter  of  his  theology  is  confirmed  by  a  statement  of  what  he  saw 
and  h^ard  on  the  subject  in  the  world  of  spirits.  He  teaches  as 
one  having  authority,  and  not  as  the  scribes.  While  he  reasons 
and  quotes  Scripture,  he  everywhere  lays  down  his  principles  with 
an  assurance  as  of  infallibility.  And  why  not  ?  For,  as  he  says,  he 
had  opportunities  for  learning  the  truth  never  before  accorded  to 
any  mortal,  and  things  were  revealed  to  him  which  had  never  been 
made  known  before.  He  repeatedly  left  his  natural  body  and 
entered  the  world  of  spirits ;  and  for  several  years  he  was — to  use 
his  own  words — "constantly  and  uninterruptedly  in  company 
with  spirits  and  angels,  hearing  them  converse  with  each  other, 
and  conversing  with  them ;"  and  it  was  in  his  power,  at  his  dis- 
cretion, to  converse  with — to  "  interview" — any  departed  soul  of 
whom  he  could  form  any  idea.  He  was  commissioned  to  intro- 
duce a  new  era  in  the  .kingdom  of  God  on  earth,  and  was  qualified 
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aocordingly,  and  was  allowed,  as  it  would  seem,  any  amount  of 
evidence  he  chose  to  require  to  corroborate  in  his  own  mind  the 
things  disclosed  to  him.  In  one  instance,  the  whole  corps  of  the 
twelve  apostles  were  sent  down  to  confirm  to  him  the  truth  of 
what  he  was  writing. 

If  we  are  satisfied  with  his  claims  as  a  seer,  we  must  accept  his 
system ;  but  if  his  credentials  for  the  seership  are  discarded,  his 
system  falls  to  the  ground. 

4.  It  will  never  have  a  wide  sway.  Some  will  be  drawn  to  it 
by  a  respect  for  the  varied  learning  of  its  author ;  some,  by  sym- 
pathy with  it  in  its  vigorous  assaults  upon  orthodoxy ;  and  some, 
by  curiosity  to  be  told  ever  so  much  about  the  spiritual  world. 
But  these  classes,  put  together,  are  not  likely  ever  to  become  a 
large  aggregate.  The  system  does  not  generate  and  perpetuate  a 
succession  and  swarm  of  seera,  like  modem  spiritism,  but  centers  in 
the  great  seer  who  originated  it.  Its  followers  lack  the  enthusi- 
asm and  self-denial  necessary  for  its  wide  extension.  In  this  re- 
spect it  is  in  marked  contrast  with  Methodism,  which  arose  about 
the  same  time.  The  mass  of  men  will  prefer  the  Bible  as  we 
have  it  to  Swedenborg's  expurgation  of  it ;  will  pronounce  many 
of  his  so-called  disclosures  absurd,  and  will  reject  his  claims  as  an 
authoritative  revealer  of  things  in  the  unseen  world. 

PHILOSOPHICAL. 

Philosophical  Classics.*— Dr.  Krauth's  edition  of  Bishop 
Berkeley's  Principles  of  Human  Knowledge  comes  to  hand  just  as 
we  are  going  to  press,  but  we  cannot  forego  the  pleasure  of  call- 
ing the  attention  of  our  readers  to  this  completely  illustrated  edi- 
tion of  the  most  important  work  of  the  great  and  good  philosopher. 
It  constitutes  the  fii-st  volume  of  a  series,  which,  if  it  is  continued 
on  the  same  scale  as  it  begins,  will  be  an  honor  to  the  country 
and  a  most  important  stimulus  and  director  to  philosophical  study. 
The  Prolegomena  comprehend  one  hundred  and  fifty  pages,  de- 
voted to  Berkeley's  life  and  writings;  The  Precursors  of  Berkeley; 

*  Philosophical  Okusics.  A  Treatise  concerning  the  Pnnciples  of  Human 
Knowledge.  Bj  Gsobok  Berkeley,  D.D.,  formerly  Bishop  of  Cloyne.  With 
Prolegomena  and  with  Annotations,  select,  translated  and  original.  Bj  Chaslbs 
P.  Kjulvtk,  D.D.,  Norton  Professor  of  Systematic  Theology  and  Church  Polity  in 
the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Theological  Seminary  in  Philadelphia;  Professor  of 
InteUeotual  and  Moral  Philosophy,  and  Yioe-Provost  of  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania.    Philadelphia:  J.  B.  Lippincott  Ai  Co.,  1874. 
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Summaries  of  Berkeley's  System;  Berkeleyanism,  its  Friends, 
Affinities  and  Influence;  Opponents  and  Objections;  Estimates 
of  Berkeley,  his  Character,  Writings  and  Inflaence;  Idealism 
Defined  ;  Sceptical  Idealism  in  the  Development  of  Idealism  from 
Berkeley  to  the  present ;  Hume,  Critical  Idealism ;  Kant,  Subjective 
Idealism;  Fichte,  Objective  Idealism;  Schelling,  Jacobi,  Abso- 
lute Idealism;  Hegel,  Theoretical  Idealism;  Schopenhauer;  the 
Strength  and  Weakness  of  Idealism ;  Characteristics  of  the  pres- 
ent edition,  its  objects  and  uses.  Then  follows  Berkeley's  Trea- 
tise, which  is  introduced  by  the  Preface  of  Professor  Fraser,  the 
editor  of  Berkeley's  complete  works,  and  Berkeley's  own  Pre- 
face and  Introduction.  To  this  are  given  in  the  Appendixes 
Berkeley's  rough  draft  of  his  Introduction,  a  Notice  of  Arthur 
Collier,  and  a  Vindication  of  the  Theory  of  Vision.  To  this  is 
added  the  valuable  critical  notes  of  Prof.  F.  XJeberweg,  com- 
prehending, with  additions,  some  eighty  pages.  A  copious  and 
accurate  Index  follows.  The  editor  says  very  justly  that  he  is 
not  aware  "  that  there  is  in  our  language,  nor  even  in  the  Ger- 
man, incomparably  rich  as  it  is  in  literature  of  this  class,  any  body 
of  annotations  of  the  same  relative  extent  as  this  on  a  modem 
philosophical  classic."  To  the  learned  writer  and  the  liberal  pub- 
lisher the  American  public  and  the  world  of  scholars  are  under 
special  obligations  for  this  valuable  and  handsome  volume. 

BEIXBS   LBTTBES. 

Songs  of  the  Sun  Lands.* — ^The  surprise  and  admiration  awa- 
kened in  a  large  circle  of  readers,  and  even  more  in  England  than 
in  his  own  country,  by  the  "  Songs  of  the  Sierras,"  made  a  second 
volume  from  the  same  new  poet  somewhat  hazardous.  The  nov- 
elty of  his  themes  and  the  originality  of  their  treatment,  his  pic- 
turesque and  sensuous  descriptions,  and  the  freedom  and  melody 
of  his  verse,  had  given  a  new  sensation  among  surfeited  readers, 
and  suggested  a  new  school  of  poetry  from  an  unexpected  quarter. 
It  was  feared  by  some  of  his  eulogists  that  in  "  toning  down  "  his 
exuberance  under  more  critical  influences  he  might  sacrifice  too 
much  of  his  peculiar  effectiveness.  In  the  present  work,  however, 
the  negligences  and  redundances  that  were  pardoned  in  the  other, 
if  moderated,  have  not  so  far  disappeared  as  to  impair  the  author's 

*  Songs  of  the  Sun  Lands.  By  Joaquin  MnjJEB.  Boston:  Roberts  Brothers, 
1S73.     16mo,  pp.  212. 
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personality.  He  investB  other  themes  with  the  same  undeniable 
attractions.  The  principal  poem,  the  "  Isles  of  the  Amazon,"  we 
suppose  may  fiairly  represent  his  merits  and  blemishes.  The 
group  of  smaller  pieces,  entitled  "  Olive  Leaves,"  on  incidents  of 
Scripture,  adds  pleasing  tokens  of  the  reverence  of  the  poet  if  not 
of  the  piety  of  the  man.  We  have  not  the  assurance  expressed 
by  some  foreign  critics  of  bis  permanent  popularity.  And  the 
worst  to  be  feared  from  the  impression  already  made  by  his 
unquestionable  genius  is  the  inevitable  brood  of  imitators. 

Crooked  Places.* — All  who  have  read  "Occupations  of  a 
Retired  Life,"  from  the  same  authoress — ^for  Mrs.  Mayo  is  no 
longer  concealed  under  the  assumed  name — will  need  no  other 
inducement  to  take  up  this  work,  which  is  marked  by  the  same 
simplicity  of  style,  fidelity  to  nature,  sympathy  with  humanity  in 
all  conditions,  felicity  of  delineation,  and  profound  yet  not  obtru- 
sive sense  of  spiritual  truth.  The  charm  of  her  descriptions  is  the 
more  wonderful  if  it  is  tme,  as  we  have  heard,  that  she  is  yet 
yonng,  and  her  life  has  been  confined  to  the  city, — another 
instance  of  the  truth  of  Sir  Walter  Scott's  saying,  in  effect,  that 
the  knowledge  of  human  nature  is  instinctive  or  intuitional, 
though  the  knowledge  of  manners  may  depend  on  intercourse 
with  the  world.  The  matter  of  the  book  answers  to  the  title, 
portraying  " struggles  and  hopes "  in  the  hard  lots  or  "crooked 
places"  of  common  life,  with  discriminating  recognitions  of  a 
divine  Providence  and  of  Christian  truth.  The  lessons  are  not 
only  moral  but  evangelical,  yet  in  no  wise  forced  or  conventional. 
We  cordially  recommend  the  work  both  for  interest  and  profit. 
It  is  fitly  dedicated  "  to  the  memory  of  Thomas  Guthrie,  D.D., 
whose  friendship  was  a  treasure  on  earth,  and  is  now  laid  up  a 
treasure  in  heaven." 

PiCTUBESQUE  NoBMANDT.f — This  dainty  little  volume — which 
may  be  slipped  with  ease  into  one's  coat-pocket — bears  about  the 
same  relation  to  Mr.  Freeman's  elaborate  description  of  Normandy 
in  his  History  of  the  Norman  Conquest,  that  an  artist's  sketch- 
book does  to  a  gallery  of  paintings.     But  it  will  not  be  at  all  the 

*  Crooked  Places,  a  Story  of  Struggles  and  Hopes.  By  Edward  Gabbett. 
New  York :  Dodd  ft  Mead,  Publishers,  1873.     12mo,  pp.  469. 

f  Normandy  Picturesque.  By  Hbnby  Blaokbubk.  First  American,  from  second 
London  edition.    Boston:  James  B.  Osgood  ft  Co.,  1873.    16mo,  pp.  291. 
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less  interestiDg  for  this  in  the  eyes  of  anyone  who  knows  what  a 
charm  there  is  in  taming  over  the  fall  portfolio  of  an  artist  who 
is  fresh  from  his  summer  work.  But  there  is  an  additional  charm 
about  "  Picturesque  Normandy.''  It  is  not  only  the  sketch-book 
of  an  artist,  but  of  one  who  is  as  ready  with  his  pen  as  with  his 
pencil.  Besides  little  "  bits  "  from  the  exterior  carvings  of  quaint 
old  thirteenth  century  houses,  and  "  studies"  of  Norman  costumes, 
and  more  elaborate  pictures  of  such  churches  as  the  cathedral  at 
Bayeux,  and  of  such  places  of  historic  interest  as  La  Ry>e  de  la 
Grosse  Hbrloge  in  Rouen,  the  volume  contains  sprightly  descrip- 
tions of  some  of  the  most  noted  of  the  Norman  towns  and  villages, 
and  is  fiiU  of  suggestions  respecting  Art,  and  its  relations  to  all 
that  makes  up  our  modem  life,  which  are  well  deserving  of  a 
thoughtfdl  reading. 

Abtistb  and  Ababs.* — This  is  a  second  book  by  the  author  of 
"  Picturesque  Normandy,"  and  is  of  somewhat  the  same  character. 
It  gives  the  results  of  a  winter's  sketching  in  Algiers,  in  the  form 
of  pictures  of  Mohammedan  mosques,  of  Moorish  houses,  and  of 
the  rich  semi-tropical  vegetation  of  Northern  Africa.  The  book 
is  intended  more  particularly  for  the  benefit  of  the  author's  pro- 
fessional brethren,  whom  he  seeks  to  entice  to  spend  the  winter 
months  in  Algiers,  sketching  there  under  the  bright  sun  in  the  open 
air ;  but  the  non-professional  reader  will  be  as  likely  to  be  carried 
away  by  the  author's  enthusiasm,  and  to  long  for  the  experience 
of  a  winter's  life  in  the  climate  whose  praises  he  sings. 

MI8CSLLANE0US. 

Habvet's  "  Chbistian  RHKTOBic."f — This  work  is  claimed  in 
the  brief  preface  to  be  "  a  system  "  and  "  composed  according  to 
a  new  method  and  on  a  new  basis,"  correcting  ^^  some  errors  that 
have  been  misleading  authors  and  readers  ever  since  the  days  of 
Cicero."  The  Introduction,  in  twenty-eight  pages,  is  principally 
occupied  with  maintaining,  as  against  several  objections,  that  the 
true  models  of  the  Christian  preacher  are,  not  the  classic  or  secu- 
lar orators,  but  the  Hebrew  prophets,  our  Lord  in  his  discourses, 

*  Artists  and  Arabs;  or  Sketching  m  Sunshine.  By  EDenbt  Blackbubn.  With 
numerous  ilLustrations.    Boston :  James  B.  Osgood  A  Co.,  1873.    16mo,  pp.  291. 

f  A  System  of  Christian  Rhetoric^  for  the  use  of  Preachers  and  other  speakers. 
Bj  GsoaaB  WnmtED  Habvey,  M.A.,  author  of  "Ehetoric  of  Conversation,"  Ac 
New  York:  Harper  A^  Brothers,  Publishers,  1873.    8yo,  pp.  632. 
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and  the  apostles  in  their  spoken  addresses  as  far  as  reported  to  ns, 
iu  distinction  from  their  epistolary  compositions.  The  matter  is 
distributed  in  four  Books:  L  Inspiration  in  preaching.  IL  Of 
Invention,  including  'Hhe  matter  of  sermons  as  determined  by 
their  objects/'  and  their  '^  Forms  as  determined  by  method^  lit 
"Style;"  and  IV.  Elocution;  followed  by  an  "Index  of  Figures, 
with  definitions  and  examples,''  comprising  fifty-two  pages,  which 
is  really  remarkable,  and  in  its  way  interesting,  if  not  obviously 
as  useful,  in  attempting  "to  name  and  define  all  known  rhetorical 
figures."  This  index,  and  indeed  the  book  in  general,  shows  a 
wide  range  of  reading,  and  the  many  excellent  citations  from 
ancient  and  modem  authors,  on  most  of  the  particular  topics,  will 
repay  the  student's  attention.  The  chief  distinction  of  the  trea- 
tise lies  not  so  much  in  the  prominence  given  to  the  rhetorical 
examples  found  in  the  Bible  (as  might  be  expected  from  the  Intro- 
duction), as  in  the  large  place  assigned  to  the  topic  of  the  first 
book  (a  hundred  pages),  the  divine  inspiration  necessary  and  avail- 
able for  the  preacher,  of  which  it  treats  ftilly  and  emphatically, 
as  to  its  effects  on  the  will  and  on  the  intellect,  and  as  affecting 
invention,  style,  and  delivery,  with  its  appropriate  means  and  con- 
ditions, while  taking  pains  to  distinguish  it  from  the  "  plenary " 
inspiration  of  the  prophets  and  apostles.  As  a  whole,  the  work 
cannot  be  expected  to  displace  others  already  well  known,  nor 
radically  to  advance  the  science  of  sacred  rhetoric  as  far  as  the 
author  seems  to  imagine,  and  yet  it  deserves  to  be  read  by  theo- 
logical students,  and  ministers  already  at  their  work,  particularly 
for  the  stress  laid  on  divine  help.  The  discussion  of  this  and  other 
topics  is  too  discursive  and  diffuse,  and  the  style,  while  generally 
clear  and  animated,  might  be  improved  in  moderation  and  dignity. 
We  take  exception  to  some  of  his  words,  especially  in  a  treatise 
on  rhetoric,  as  either  unauthorized,  or  now  obsolete,  and  needless ; 
such  as  "foundational"  (why  not  fundamental  f\  and  "condens- 
ated"  (why  not  condensed  f)^  and  "  pilgrimi25e,"  which  is  not  war- 
ranted by  Ben  Johnson's  phrase,  "pilgrimize  it,"  as  given  in 
Worcester, — ^these  all  occurring  in  the  short  preface.  Then  after^ 
ward  we  note  "well-willed,"  " legitimably,"  "exertional,"  and 
"  prophetry."  To  say  of  an  objection  that  "  if  allowed  to  prevail 
it  will  advance  to  fight  up  against^^  etc.,  is  at  least  uncouth  or 
whimsical  (p.  27).  In  several  places  we  observe  the  Scotch  rather 
than  the  English  use  of  "will"  and  "would"  for  "shall"  and 
"  should"  He  speaks  of  "  harmony "  as  well  as  "  melody  "  in 
"the  early  music  of  the  Hebrews  and  the  Greeks"  (p.  12-3),  when 
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it  is  supposed  to  have  had  a  later  origin.  What  need  is  there  of 
imputing  a  '^  Satanic  inspiration ''  to  some  of  the  greatest  poets, 
as  on  p.  90  ?  As  to  Whately's  example  in  the  matter  of  extempo- 
rizing (p.  539),  we  have  the  testimony  of  one  of  his  pupils  that  he 
heard  him  preach  in  that  way  with  earnestness  and  power. 

"  She  Spakb  of  Him."* — This  is  a  well  written  and  every  way 
interesting  memoir  of  a  remarkably  giiled,  devote^l  and  useful 
woman,  Geraldine  Hooper,  by  marriage  Mrs.  Henry  Deming,  who 
died,  only  thirty-one  years  old,  in  August,  1872.  Attractive  and 
gay  in  her  opening  youth,  she  consecrated  herself  to  Christ  at  the 
age  of  seventeen.  Her  pleasing  person,  vivacity,  and  wit  fitted 
her  to  shine  in  society,  but  her  distinction  is  that  she  employed 
the  last  twelve  years  of  her  short  life  most  assiduously  in  the  work 
of  an  evangelist,  preaching  to  large  assemblies  with  singular  per- 
suasiveness and  success,  whether  in  chapels  or  public  halls  or  in 
the  open  air,  chiefly  in  Bath,  but  in  London  also  and  other  places, 
abounding  too  in  all  good  works,  and  marked  no  less  by  modesty 
and  tact  than  by  activity  and  zeal  She  seems  to  have  attracted 
all  classes  by  her  eloquence,  and  to  have  been  wonderfully  success- 
ful in  converting  such  as  were  insensible  to  ordinary  influences, 
preaching  ^'  well  nigh  four  thousand  times,''  and  often  to  assemblies 
of  working  people  as  early  as  five  or  six  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
It  occurs  to  us,  by  the  way,  as  a  question  we  should  like  to  have 
answered,  why  such  multitudes  can  never  be  drawn  together  for 
such  a  purpose  at  so  early  an  hour  in  this  country,  and  indeed  why 
here  men  of  business  can  never  be  assembled  to  hear  our  most 
popular  preachers  at  any  hour  in  the  day  time  except  Sundays,  as 
in  Scotland  they  thronged  at  noon  to  hear  Dr.  Chalmers.  Mrs. 
Deming  won  the  testimony  borne  to  her  Master,  that  "  the  com- 
mon people  heard"  her  '* gladly,"  while  the  more  fastidious  also 
paid  tribute  to  her  worth  and  power.  Few  ministers  indeed  have 
been  so  fruitful  in  the  happiest  results.  There  can  be  no  question 
as  to  her  extraordinary  gifts  fitting  her  for  such  service,  and  among 
them  a  voice  of  singular  power  and  sweetness,  both  in  speaking 
and  singing.  A  devoted  member  of  the  Church  of  England,  her 
conversion  and  riper  experience  were  in  connection  with  ministers 
of  that  body,  who  also  appear  to  have  countenanced  and  aided 

*  '*  She  Spake  of  Himi*^  being  RecollectionB  of  the  loving  labors  and  earlj  death 
of  the  late  Mrs.  Henry  Deming.  By  her  friend,  Mrs.  Qrattan  GuiNNBsa  New 
York:  Robert  Carter  k  Brothers,  1874.     16mo,  pp.  326. 
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her  evangelistic  work,  while  such  sympathies  and  activities  as  hers 
could  not  be  limited  by  any  external  pale.  Indeed,  she  seems  to 
have  met  with  less  opposition  to  '^  woman  preaching,''  or  to  have 
disarmed  it  more  easily,  than  some  of  her  sisters  in  our  less  con- 
servative country.  In  her  last  four  years,  which  were  all  of  her 
married  life,  she  was  associated  in  work  as  in  affection  with  her 
husband,  who  was  himself  an  evangelist.  It  is  pleasant  to  know 
that  she  was  a  descendant  of  Bishop  Hooper,  as  her  husband  also 
was  of  Cranmer.  She  was  favored  too  with  an  intimate  Mend  in 
the  lady  who  has  prepared  this  volume  with  so  much  loving  and 
judicious  care.  An  admirable  Introduction  is  furnished  by  an  Eng- 
lish clergyman.  We  particularly  commend  to  our  readers  the  view 
taken  in  this  Introduction,  and  still  more  fully  in  the  last  chapter, 
which  is  wholly  devoted  to  that  subject,  of  *'  Women's  ministry 
in  the  gospel."  The  question  of  late  re-opened  in  some  quarters, 
how  far  women  may  go  in  publicly  presenting  the  gospel  and 
inviting  the  multitude  to  accept  it,  we  have  not  seen  anywhere  ar- 
gued with  so  much  combined  wisdom,  candor,  appreciation  of  wo- 
man and  of  this  work,  and  intelligent  deference  to  the  Scriptures, 
as  in  this  concluding  chapter.  Any  thoughtful,  earnest  Christian, 
however  scrupulous  he  may  have  been  as  to  '*  female  preaching," 
we  think,  must  confess  his  sympathy  with  the  English  rector  in 
the  view  taken  of  this  instance  in  the  Introduction.  We  cannot 
for  a  moment  doubt  that  Geraldine  Hooper  Deming  was  signally 
endowed  by  our  Lord  for  preaching  his  gospel,  attested  by  his 
Spirit  in  the  fruits  of  her  work,  and  has  a  place  among  those  who 
^^  turn  many  to  righteousness  "  and  '^  shall  shine  as  the  stars  for 
ever  and  ever." 

Much  as  we  commend  the  compilation  of  this  memoir,  we  wish 
it  had  a  simpler  and  more  succinct  title,  if  only  her  now  cherished 
name. 

Against  thb  Stbeam.* — ^As  "The  SchSnberg-Cotta  Family" 
related  to  the  times  of  the  Reformation,  the  "Draytons  and  Dav- 
enants,"  with  the  sequel  "  Over  the  Sea,"  to  the  conflict  of  the  Puri- 
tans with  Charles  I.  and  the  times  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  the 
"  Diary  of  Kitty  Trevelyan  "  to  the  religious  revival  under  White- 
field  and  Wesley,  so  this  work  from  the  same  pen  has  to  do  with  the 
struggle  in  England,  in  the  close  of  the  last  century  and  the  open- 

*  Against  the  Stream.    The  stoiy  of  a  heroic  age  in  England.    New  York : 
Dodd  k  Mead,  Pabliahers.    1813.    pp.  589. 
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ing  of  the  present,  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  and  nlti- 
mately  British  emancipation  in  the  West  Indies.  If  the  first  mast 
be  allowed  to  have  precedence  for  its  marvelous  fstscination  and  the 
vivid  portraiture  of  Luther  and  his  doctrine  of  justification,  the 
next  two  were  not  far  behind  it  for  interest  and  instructiveness. 
In  all,  though  handling  fictitious  personages,  the  author  is  not 
merely  a  novelist,  but  a  historical  and  biographical  delineator,  in 
the  interest  of  philanthropy  and  spiritual  religion.  With  the 
same  general  attractions  of  style  and  characterization,  this  work, 
as  also  the  earlier  "  Victory  of  the  Vanquished,"  which  related  to 
the  first  conflicts  of  Christianity,  produces  less  vivid  effect  by  not 
using  the  forms  of  contemporary  journalizing  so  skillfully  inter* 
woven  in  the  others,  and  we  observe  also  some  tendency  to  monot- 
ony in  dwelling  on  the  diverse  aspects  of  the  same  event  to 
different  personages  of  the  story.  Nor  does  the  subject  itself  fiir- 
nish  so  many  incidents  of  historic  or  personal  int-erest.  The  story, 
however,  is  engaging,  the  characters  are  distinctly  drawn,  the  re- 
form commemorated  is  set  forth  by  lights  and  shades  drawn  from 
ample  information,  and  we  find  the  same  affluence  of  language, 
and  striking,  even  picturesque,  illustrations  of  truth,  that  have 
marked  all  the  writer's  deservedly  popular  narratives.  The  title  is 
drawn  from  one  aspect  of  the  anti-slavery  struggle — ^the  general 
and  stubborn  opposition  it  encountered  in  its  earlier  stages  from 
precedent,  prejudice,  and  interest.  As  a  motto  it  is  meant  to 
keep  in  mind  the  lesson  that  for  a  time  reformers  must  needs  go 
^'against  the  stream.'' 

Songs  op  the  Soul.* — This  very  beautiful  volume  cannot  fidl 
to  be  a  favorite  among  the  choicest  gift  books  of  the  season.  The 
number  and  quality  of  the  sacred  lyrics  now  enriching  our  lan- 
guage, including  recent  translations,  Dr  Prime's  well-known  infor- 
mation and  judgment,  and  the  skill  of  the  Cambridge  press  and 
of  the  best  binders,  combine  to  make  it  a  treasure  and  ornament 
for  the  most  feustidious  study  or  parlor.  The  pieces,  some  four 
hundred  and  thirty-two  in  number,  are  arranged  under  the  heads 
of  Matin  and  Vesper  Songs,  Songs  of  the  Trinity,  of  the  Holy 
Tides  (as  Advent,  Christmas,  etc.),  of  the  Cross,  of  Sorrow,  out  of 
the  Depths,  of  Aspiration,  Faith,  Hope,  Courage,  Love,  Praise 
and  Thanksgiving,  Patience,  Peace,  and  Triumph.  Indexes  are 
added  of  subjects,  authors,  translators,  and  first  lines.     Besides 

*  Songs  of  ike  Soul  Gathered  out  of  many  lands  and  ages.  By  Samubl  Ibekihts 
Pbdcb.    New  York :  Robert  Garter  k  Brothers,  1874.    Svo,  pp.  661. 
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many  of  the  choisest  hymns  used  in  public  worship,  devout  and 
thoughtful  readers  will  find  here  fitly  enshrined  together  poems 
that  he  has  learned  to  love  before  in  ephemeral  or  inaccessible 
forms,  and  others  that  he  will  welcome  to  the  same  desirable  and 
permanent  association.     We  need  say  no  more. 

Stobies  of  Infinttt.* — There  is  a  strange  mingling  of  fact 
and  fancy  in  this  book ;  and  unless  readers  are  acquainted  with' 
some  of  the  physical  sciences,  it  will  be  quite  difficult  to  tell 
where  fact  ends  and  fancy  begins.  The  facts  relating  to  light, 
upon  which  some  of  the  Stories  of  Infinity  are  founded,  are  them- 
selves more  marvelous  than  any  creations  of  the  imagination. 
And,  for  ourselves,  we  much  prefer  Lumer  as  we  see  it  in  nature 
to  the  person  with  this  name  of  whom  we  read  in  these  stories. 
And  yet  many  of  his  pranks,  as  painted  in  this  book,  are  curious, 
and  will  be  interesting  and  perhaps  instructive  to  some  minds. 
The  speculations  on  religious  subjects  are  worthless. 

Dr.  Edward  H.  Clarke's  "  Sex  in  Education"  f  is  one  of  the 
most  important  of  contributions  to  the  discussion  of  the  absorb- 
ing topics  of  Female  Education,  Co-education,  etc.  It  has  the 
very  great  merit  of  recognizing  that  there  is  such  a  reality  as 
sex  in  the  human  species  and  that  the  reality  is  very  significant. 
The  author  does  ample  justice  to  his  theme,  which  he  discusses 
with  sufficient  plainness  of  speech  without  needlessly  ofiending 
the  sensibilities.  It  will  make  a  decided  impression  wherever  and 
by  whomsoever  it  is  read,  and  it  deserves  to  be  read  and  pondered 
by  every  person  who  has  any  private  opinions  of  his  or  her  own 
which  he  or  she  may  desire  to  propagate,  in  respect  to  any  ques- 
tion which  concerns  female  education,  whether  it  be  education  in 
the  family,  in  society,  in  the  school,  or  in  the  university.  We 
wish  for  this  work  the  widest  possible  circulation. 

Perry's  Elements  op  PoLmcAL  Economy.J — It  is  a  good  sign 
that  this  treatise  has  reached  its  eleventh  edition.  This  fact  is 
one  of  various  proofs  that  the  science  of  which  it  treats  is  studied 

♦  Stories  of  Jr^Uy :  Lumer — History  of  a  Comet — in  Infinity.  By  Camille 
Plaminarion.  Translated  from  the  French  by  S.  B.  Cbocee&  Boston :  Roberts 
Brothers,  1873.    pp.  28*7. 

t  Sex  in  EcktcaUon;  or,  a  Fair  Chance  for  the  Girls.  By  Edward  H.  Clabks, 
M.D.    Boston:  James  R.  Osgood  k  Co.,  1873. 

X  Ekmtfnts  of  Political  Economy.  By  Arthur  Latham  Perby,  Professor  of 
History  and  Political  Economy  in  Williams  College.  Eleventh  edition.  Scribner 
ft  Co.,  1873. 
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in  our  schools  and  colleges.  Prol  Perry  has  re-written  poi-tions 
of  his  meritorions  work.  In  addition  to  its  other  excellences,  it 
is  furnished  with  a  copious  analysis  of  its  contents,  and  with 
several  indexes  at  the  close.  We  trust  that  it  will  win  a  multi- 
tude of  disciples  to  the  sound  doctrines  respecting  trade  and 
finance,  of  which  the  author  is  a  distinguished  advocate. 
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Abticlb  L— primitive  CULTURE. 

Primilive  Ouliure.  Researches  into  the  development  of  Mythol- 
ogy, Philosophy,  Religion,  Art,  and  Custom.  By  Edward 
B.  Tylor,  author  of  "  Researches  into  the  Early  History  of 
Mankind,"  etc.     2  vola     London  :  John  Murray,  1871. 

Researches  into  the  Early  History  of  Mankind^  and  the  Develop- 
ment  of  Civilization.  By  Edward  B.  Tylor,  author  of 
"  Mexico  and  the  Mexicans."    London:  John  Murray,  1870. 

It  is  difficult  to  compose  history  by  induction.  And  yet  the 
more  slender  the  induction,  the  more  fascinating  the  task.  His- 
toiy  that  is  based  upon  testimony,  especially  if  it  be  abundant, 
and  still  more  if  it  be  contemporaneous,  is  of  the  nature  of 
truth  determined,  treasure  stored.  It  is  always  there.  We  can 
get  at  it  at  any  tima  We  do  not  need  to  go  every  few  days 
and  see.  A  pyramid  standing  on  its  base  is  well  enough. 
Why  should  it  not  ?  But  a  pyramid  balanced  on  its  apex  is 
quite  another  affair.  That  is  a  "phenomenon."  We  must  look 
into  it  There  is  something  about  it  which  demands  to  be  stud- 
ied.    And  the  finer  the  point  on  which  so  broad  an  induction 
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rests,  the  greater  our  admiration  and  the  more  intense  our  eager- 
ness to  solve  a  problem  so  enticingly  impossible.  It  is  not 
curiosity  alone  which  impels  us  to  *'  evolve  out  of  conscious- 
ness "  that  knowledge  which  refuses  to  come  at  any  other  bid- 
ding. It  is  not  curiosity  alone  that  sets  us  to  the  task  of 
determining  what  was  from  the  indeterminate  traces  of  what 
might  have  been.  If  from  a  single  bone  the  paleontologist  can 
sometimes  restore  an  entire  genus — ^if  from  a  few  well-triturated 
roots  the  linguist  may  be  able  to  recover  large  portions  of  a 
primitive  speech,  and  even  tell  where  dwelt  the  prehistoric 
tribes  who  spoke  it,  how  they  lived,  what  their  domestic  ani- 
mals, what  their  daily  food^  their  religion,  their  tools,  their 
homes — it  is  not  curiosity  alone  that  spurs  the  mind  along  a 
track  which  opens  up  such  wonders.  And  even  if  we  add  to 
the  ordinary  usage  of  the  term  that  genuine  love  of  truth  and 
that  hunger  for  knowledge  which  may  fairly  belong  to  its  defi- 
nition, we  have  yet  not  wholly  covered  the  case.  There  is  an 
artistic  admiration  for  truth,  as  well  as  a  scientific  love  of  it. 
And  oftentimes  when  we  are  upon  the  most  keen  and  eager 
quest,  it  is  in  obedience  to  the  poetic  sentiment  within  us  quite 
as  much  as  to  the  wise  inquisitiveness ;  perhaps  unconsciously, 
but  none  the  less  really.  There  is  something  delicious  in  the 
very  use  of  a  power  which  regains  lost  worlds  of  knowledge 
with  such  slender  means.  There  is  something  startling  in  the 
vastness  and  the  quaintness  of  that  knowledge,  something  that 
appeals  to  the  poetic  imagination  as  well  as  to  the  judicial  mind. 
And  when  we  come  to  see  more  completely  all  the  springs  of 
intellectual  aspiration,  we  shall  very  likely  be  astonished  to  find 
how  we  have  been  urged  forward  by  our  love  of  the  beautiful 
as  well  as  by  our  thirst  for  the  knowable.  Strolling  along  a 
beach,  our  careless  feet  dislodge  some  water-worn,  barnacled 
fragment  of  timber.  Was  it  a  wreck  ?  If  so,  who  were  the 
hapless  voyagers  that  trusted  themselves  to  its  deceitful 
strength  ?  What  were  their  hopes,  their  plans,  their  sorrows 
and  joys  ?  Who  were  their  beloved  ones  at  home,  who  waited 
in  vain  for  their  return  ?  To  what  port  were  they  bound  ? 
By  what  catastrophe  were  they  overturned  into  the  watery 
death  always  lurking  for  them  ?  Was  it  in  distant  seas,  and 
did  this  weary  waif  drift  on  the  currents  half  the  world  over 
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before  it  rested  here  ?  What  tales  could  it  tell  us  of  the  caprice 
of  wind  and  wave,  of  the  strange  gambolling  herds  of  the  sea, 
of  fleets  and  argosies  that  swept  homeward  from  the  gates  of 
the  morning,  of  other  navies,  as  proud  but  less  happy,  that 
went  gurgling  down  into  depths  unseen  ?  These  questions  all 
have  their  poetical  side  no  less  than  their  practical.  And  in 
like  manner,  wten  we  question  a  fragment  we  find  cast  up  on 
the  shores  of  the  unknown — ^a  fossil — a  flint — a  broken  word — 
there  is  that  in  each  answer  it  makes  to  us  which  appeals  to 
the  sBsthetic  sense  as  well  as  to  the  scientific.  In  most  cases, 
doubtless,  a  part  of  the  eager  interest  which  lures  the  investi- 
gator onward  in  whatever  track  of  science,  is  due  to  the  highly 
poetical  and  spiritual  light  which  shines  from  every  fact  he 
reaches.  There  is  poetry  even  in  mathematics ;  how  much  more 
in  archaeology. 

We  can  readily  see,  as  we  wander  through  these  volumes  so 
densely  crowded  with  fiict,  what  a  fascination  Mr.  Tylor  must 
have  found  in  his  toil.  In  a  dissertation  like  this  upon  the  origin 
and  growth  of  the  principal  elements  of  civilization,  there  are 
the  separate  interests  which  attach  to  each  element  by  itself,  its 
history,  its  development,  and  the  philosophy  of  its  growth ; 
and  superadded  to  all  these,  the  great  and  inspiring  satisfaction 
of  adjusting  them  to  each  other  and  seeing  them  grow  under 
his  hand  into  one  harmonious  whole.  It  is  under  somewhat  of 
the  same  spell  that  the  reader  follows  in  his  footsteps  through 
the  mazes  of  this  immense  investigation.  The  study  of  civil- 
ization has  a  poetical  side  quite  as  luminous  as  its  scientific. 

We  do  not  propose  to  "  review  "  these  comely  volumes,  in  the 
technical  sense  of  that  term  ;  still  less  to  set  over  against  each 
stage  of  the  argument  any  theological  endorsement  or  rejoinder. 
That  task  may  be  properly  left  to  whoever  may  have  taken 
in  hand  the  business  of  settling  principles  and  engineering  hy- 
potheses. Mr.  Tylor  is  not  only  a  representative,  but  in  some 
sense  an  apostle  and  champion  of  the  views  presented  in  his 
work.  He  is  at  least  a  prime  authority  on  that  side  of  the 
great  question  ;  and  as  such  he  is  entitled  to  a  hearing.  We 
propose  to  afford  him  a  hearing  with  those  whose  knowledge  of 
his  investigations  may  necessarily  be  limited  to  some  such  me- 
dium as  the  present ;  and  to  that  end  shall  endeavor  to  state 
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and  explain  his  positions  as  briefly  and  as  carefully  as  we  may 
be  able. 

The  path  along  which  Mr.  Tylor  conducts  us  is  altogether 
ethnographic,  not  at  all  metaphysical  or  theological.  It  is  an 
inductive  study  of  tribal  life.  So  far  as  possible,  all  prejudg- 
ments are  cleared  away,  and  each  point  is  r^hed  by  pure 
investigation.  The  pagan  mind  is  studied  not  in  the  light  of 
our  beliefs  and  opinions,  even  those  which  we  hold  to  be  most 
indisputably  true,  and  true  for  all  latitudes  and  ages,  but  simply 
as  it  stands  forth  in  its  own  manifestations,  as  it  works  itself  out 
with  its  own  barbaric  machinery.  We  wish  to  know,  for  ex- 
ample, where  the  prehistoric  savage  got  his  ideas  of  God ; 
whether  they  were  in  any  way  evolved  out  of  his  own  processes 
of  reasoning,  or  were  communicated  to  him  ab  extra.  So  far 
as  we  get  any  answer  to  our  question,  we  get  it  by  studying  Am, 
not  by  studying  our  own  ideas  about  hinL  We  wish  to  know 
what  were  the  original  seeds  of  civilization,  whence  came  those 
primal  impulses  which  have  expanded  so  wondrously  and  so 
diversely  along  diflFerent  lines  of  the  race — Aztec,  Chinese, 
Egyptian,  Semitic,  European.  The  answer,  if  answer  we  get, 
is  pure  matter  of  fact ;  discoverable  not  by  deduction  from  the 
latest  modem  postulates,  but  by  induction  from  the  earliest 
known  facts.  This  method  has  its  advantages,  and  it  must  be 
admitted  also  its  disadvantages.  On  the  one  hand,  it  is  practic- 
able ground,  and  the  conclusions  ordinarily  go  no  farther  than 
the  premises  warrant  On  the  other  hand,  there  is  a  subtle  risk 
arising  from  this  very  fact ;  and  we  yield  our  confident  belief 
to  conclusions  which  seem  to  be  pure  inductions,  and  because 
they  are  inductions,  while  in  reality  they  have  been  uncon- 
sciously and  largely  alloyed  with  our  own  opiniona  If  we  keep 
our  eyes  open  to  this  danger,  the  inductive  method  of  in- 
vestigation is  by  far  the  safest,  and  in  some  respects  the  only 
method  of  dealing  with  the  different  topics  which  enter  into  a 
study  of  civilization. 

Accordingly,  the  reader  of  these  volumes  will  follow  the  au- 
thor over  an  almost  unlimited  field,  from  which  he  will  find 
gathered  an  immense  aggregation  of  facts,  encyclopedic  in  their 
fullness,  and  very  clear  in  the  utterance  of  their  testimony. 
They  are  what  Buskin  calls  "talkative  facts."    Mr.  Tylor  has 
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been  eclectic,  but  apparently  not  exclusive ;  and  the  accumula- 
tions of  ten  years'  toil  have  been  cautiously  sifted,  that  none 
but  evidence  of  the  clearest  obtainable  quality  might  enter  into 
the  case.  This  is  so  abundant,  however,  as  to  be  at  times  almost 
confusing.  The  iacis  are  so  numberless,  so  diverse,  and  adduci- 
ble  in  so  many  lines  of  proof,  that  one  has  to  turn  back  occa- 
sionally to  make  sure  that  the  exact  point  in  hand  shall  not  be 
buried  out  of  sight  under  the  overwhelming  mass  of  details. 
The  sources  of  evidence  are  almost  indefinitely  extended  by 
the  author's  acceptance  of  modem  savagery  as  properly  and 
truly  representative  of  the  like  stage  among  the  earliest  pro- 
genitors of  the  raca  The  first  savages  have  left  traces  of  a  life 
so  entirely  similar  to  that  of  the  modern  pagan  tribe,  the  same 
rude  methods  of  taking  their  prey,  preparing  their  food,  build- 
ing their  homes,  worshiping  their  gods,  that  for  all  purposes  of 
evidence  they  may  be  considered  as  one  and  the  same  ;  and  we 
can  study  our  problem  not  only  by  looking  back  among  the 
dim  figures  that  groped  on  the  horizon  of  the  dawn,  but  by 
looking  out  upon  precisely  the  same  spectacle  contemporaneous 
with  ourselves.  We  have  "  prehistoric  "  barbarism  moving  on 
now  side  by  side  with  the  ripest  civilizations.  **  The  thesis 
which  I  venture  to  sustain,"  says  Mr.  Tylor,  "  within  limits,  is 
simply  this,  that  the  savage  state  in  some  measure  represents 
an  early  condition  of  mankind,  out  of  which  the  higher  culture 
has  gradually  been  developed  or  evolved,  by  processes  still  in 
regular  operation  as  of  old,  the  result  showing  that  on  the  whole 
progress  has  far  prevailed  over  relapse."    (i,  28.) 

This  brings  us  to  the  direct  question.  What  is  the  special 
problem  upon  which  this  work  is  engaged?  What  is  its  pur- 
pose, its  theory?  What  is  the  axis  of  crystallization,  so  to 
speak,  along  which  these  countless  facts  arrange  themselves? 
The  question  belongs  to  the  larger  one  that  yet  remains,  namely. 
What  results  does  Mr.  Tylor  obtain  ?  But  we  shall  be  better 
prepared  for  those  results  when  we  reach  them,  if  we  first  an- 
swer this.  The  investigation  was  entered  upon  of  course,  and 
manifestly,  to  arrive  at  the  truth  in  the  case,  whatever  the  truth 
might  be.  And  having  reached  what  he  believes  to  be  a  suffi- 
cient induction,  the  author  embodies  it  in  the  form  of  a  propo- 
sition or  theory,  and  in  its  support  sets  before  us  the  laborious 
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processes  of  experimentation  through  which  he  had  previously 
toiled  himself.  His  theory  shall  be  first  stated  in  his  own 
words.  "  By  comparing  the  various  stages  of  civilization 
among  races  known  to  history,  with  the  aid  of  archaeological 
inference  from  the  remains  of  prehistoric  tribes,  it  seems  possi- 
ble to  judge  in  a  rough  way  of  an  early  general  condition  of 
man,  which  from  our  point  of  view  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  prim- 
itive condition,  whatever  yet  earlier  state  may  in  reality  have 
lain  behind  it  This  hypothetical  primitive  condition  corre- 
sponds in  a  considerable  degree  to  that  of  modem  savage  tribes, 
who,  in  spite  of  their  difference  and  distance,  have  in  common 
certain  elements  of  civilization,  which  seem  remains  of  an  early 
state  of  the  human  race  at  large.  If  this  hypothesis  be  true, 
then,  notwithstanding  the  continual  interference  of  degeneration, 
the  main  tendency  of  culture  from  primeval  up  to  modem  times 
has  been  from  savagery  towards  civilization."  (i,  19.)  This 
growth  of  culture  the  author  subsequently  terms  the  progres- 
sion-theory, and  sharply  contrasts  it  with  the  degeneration- 
theory.  Neither,  however,  excludes  the  other.  History  plainly 
shows  both  processes  in  constant  operation,  sometimes  side  by 
side  in  different  peoples,  sometimes  in  the  same  people  at  differ- 
ent stages.  The  question  only  is.  Which  is  the  primal,  and 
which  the  secondary  process?  Did  the  race  start  upon  the 
higher  level  already  divinely  equipped  with  arts  and  ideas, 
which  were  preserved  and  expanded  by  the  Egyptian,  the 
Hebrew,  the  Greek,  and  their  compeers — but  by  slow  degrada- 
tion were  lost  by  the  progenitors  of  the  Tatar,  the  Australian, 
the  Patagonian,  the  Hottentot?  Or  did  the  first  generations 
begin  at  the  foot  of  the  ladder,  and  have  all  the  civilizations 
which  have  risen  in  different  countries  since  been  the  result  of 
climbing  from  that  lowest  point?  This  latter  supposition  the 
author  accepts  as  fairly  sustained  by  the  history  of  the  race. 
The  climbing  has  not  been  regular,  but  spasmodic  and  inter- 
mittent It  has  not  always  been  climbing,  but  often  regression 
instead.  "  The  progression-theor}-  recognizes  degradation,  and 
the  degradation-theory  recognizes  progression,  as  powerful  in- 
fluences in  the  courae  of  culture.  Under  proper  limitations 
the  principles  of  both  theories  are  conformable  to  historical 
knowledge,  which  shows  us  on  the  one  hand  that  the  state  of 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1874]  Primitive  Chdture.  219 

the  higher  nations  was  reached  by  progression  from  a  lower 
state,  and  on  the  other  hand  that  culture  gained  by  progression 
may  be  lost  by  degradation.  *  *  *  History,  taken  as  our 
guide  in  explaining  the  diflFerent  stages  of  civilization,  oflFers  a 
theory  based  on  actual  experienca  This  is  a  development-the- 
ory, in  which  both  advance  and  relapse  have  their  acknowledged 
places.  But  so  far  as  history  is  to  be  our  criterion,  progression 
is  primary  and  degradation  secondary."  (i,  34.)  Whatever  de- 
grees of  civilization  then  have  been  reached  by  any  people  and 
at  any  epoch,  may  be  regarded  always  as  the  result  of  advance 
from  a  lower  stage  to  a  higher.  On  the  other  hand,  most  cases 
of  barbarism  are  to  be  considered  as  cases  of  arrested  develop- 
ment, or  of  very  slight  advance  on  the  primeval  savagery, 
while  a  few  can  be  shown  to  be  the  result  of  degeneration  from 
a  previous  higher  stage.  "  It  will  be  seen  again  and  again,  by 
examining  such  topics  as  language,  mythology,  custom,  religion, 
that  savage  opinion  is  in  a  more  or  less  rudimentary  state,  while 
the  civilized  mind  still  bears  vestiges,  neither  few  nor  slight,  of 
a  past  condition  from  which  savages  represent  the  least  and 
civilized  men  the  greatest  advance.  Throughout  the  whole 
vast  range  of  the  history  of  human  thought  and  habit,  while 
civilization  has  to  contend  not  only  with  survival  from  lower 
levels,  but  also  with  d^eneration  within  its  own  borders,  it  yet 
proves  capable  of  overcoming  both  and  taking  its  own  course. 
History  within  its  proper  field,  and  ethnography  over  a  wider 
range,  combine  to  show  that  the  institutions  which  can  best 
hold  their  own  in  the  world  gradually  supersede  the  less  fit 
ones,  And  that  this  incessant  conflict  determines  the  general 
resultant  course  of  culture."     (i,  62.) 

Proceeding  upon  this  development  or  progression -theory  of 
the  rise  of  civilization,  Mr.  Tylor  sets  forth  at  great  length  the 
evidences  upon  which  so  broad  an  induction  is  based.  It  is  to 
be  noted  at  the  outset  that  he  limits  his  task,  and  that  of  his 
reader  as  well,  to  a  few  well  defined  elements  of  the  question. 
These  may  be  taken  as  types  or  analogues  of  the  remaining 
elements,  a  study  of  which  would  yield  similar  results.  The 
argument  "  takes  cognizance  principally  of  knowledge,  art,  and 
custom,  and  indeed  only  very  partial  cognizance  within  this  field, 
the  vast  range  of  physical,  political,  social,  and  ethical  considera- 
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tions  being  left  all  but  untouched  Its  standard  of  reckoning 
progress  and  decline  is  not  that  of  ideal  good  and  evil,  but  of 
movement  along  a  measured  line  from  grade  to  grade  of  actual 
savagery,  barbarism,  and  civilization."     (i,  28.) 

Within  these  limits  the  mass  of  evidence  is  distributed  into 
five  groups;  Survival  in  Culture — Origin  of  Language — the 
Art  of  Counting — Mythology — and  Animism.  The  remainder 
of  this  paper  will  be  devoted  to  the  results  obtained  in  each  of 
these  lines  of  investigation. 

Among  the  countless  trivialities  of  habit  that  go  to  make 
up  our  everyday  thinking  and  living,  there  are  some  which, 
when  we  stop  to  notice  them,  appear  so  quaint,  so  grotesque, 
and  even  so  absurd,  that  when  we  compare  them  with  any 
standard  furnished  by  either  reason  or  culture,  we  are  entirely 
at  a  loss  to  account  for  them.  How  came  such  curious  ele- 
ments to  hold  a  place  in  the  opinions  or  conduct  of  rational 
men  ?  On  what  possible  consideration  does  a  full-grown  man, 
living  in  the  nineteenth  century,  and  professing  to  be  a  man  of 
sense,  still  insist  on  seeing  the  new  hxoon  over  his  right 
shoulder  ?  What  will  account  for  the  custom  of  ejaoulatory 
prayer  or  salutation  when  one  sneezes? — a  custom  common  to 
the  civilized  and  the  savage,  found  among  Zulus,  Negroes, 
Polynesians,  Greeks  and  Bomans,  Jews  and  Hindus,  Persians^ 
and  the  nations  of  modem  Europe.  Whence  come  those 
innumerable  '* signs  "  and  "omens"  and  warnings,"  those  pre- 
sentiments, those  notions  of  lucky  and  unlucky  days,  those 
countless  fragmentary  superstitions,  which  still  make  so  large 
a  part  of  the  folk-lore  under  the  highest  civilization,  and  which 
still  have  some  share  in  guiding  the  daily  conduct  of  men  who 
are  sensible  enough  to  blush  while  they  obey  ?  It  is  a  ques- 
tion as  instructive  as  it  is  curiou&  Mr.  Tylor  has  traced 
large  numbers  of  these  enigmatical  facts  to  their  origin  in 
primeval  darkness.  They  spring  from  customs  of  savage  life, 
customs  which  to  the  savage  himself  had  a  meaning,  and 
expressed,  for  example,  some  rude  sentiment  of  homage,  some 
incantation  of  sorcery,  some  invocation  of  the  gods,  some  em- 
blem of  friendship,  some  token  of  defiance,  some  proof  of  dar- 
ing. By  lapse  of  time  these  meanings  have  faded  away,  while 
the  rite  itself^  the  formula,  the  sign,  persistently  holds  its  place  i 
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aDd  thus,  creatures  of  habit  as  we  are,  and  simpletons  beside, 
we  hand  on  these  traditionary  absurdities  to  our  children  as 
our  fathers  did  to  us,  growing  every  year  with  the  increase  of 
light  a  little  more  conscious  of  our  silliness,  and  a  little  more 
ignorant,  if  possible,  of  any  ground  for  perpetuating  it  Even 
in  enlightened  countries,  the  belief  in  witchcraft,  at  least  among 
the  peasantry,  is  hardly  yet  a  thing  of  the  past  Apparitions, 
ghosts,  vampires,  divining  rods,  second  sight,  fortune  telling, 
et  id  omne,  are  only  slowly  losing  ground  in  the  common  mind. 
And  some  advanced  doubters  among  the  rank  and  file  of  the 
race  have  got  as  far  as  the  amiable  bishop  who  thought  '^  there 
were  some  things  in  OuUiver^s  Travels  that  he  could  not  and 
would  not  believe  I" — and  have  attained  to  an  estimable  pitch 
of  philosophical  scepticism  concerning  things  that  are  intrinsi- 
cally impossible.  But  where  these  relics  of  common  opinion 
and  common  practice  still  survive,  they  may  often,  perhaps 
generally,  be  traced  back  to  a  primeval  source.  They  are 
"survivals"  of  ancient  savage  thought  and  custom  in  the 
midst  of  modem  cultura  The  line  of  survival  in  many  of 
these  cases  is  so  distinct  that  it  is  difficult  to  avoid  the  convic- 
tion that  in  these  unreasoning  habits  of  opinion  and  act  we  are 
cherishing  fragments  of  custom  which  have  drifted  down  to  us 
over  countless  waste  centuries  of  barbarism.  "The  Grerman 
peasant,  who  says  a  flock  of  sheep  is  lucky  but  a  herd  of  swine 
unlucky  to  meet,  and  the  Cornish  miner  who  turns  away  in 
horror  when  he  meets  an  old  woman  or  a  rabbit  on  his  way  to 
the  pit's  mouth,  are  to  this  day  keeping  up  relics  of  early 
savagery  as  genuine  as  any  flint  implement  dug  out  of  a  tumu- 
lus." (i,  109.)  Spirit  rapping,  spirit  writing,  spirit  lifting,  table 
moving,  "  mediums,"  and  even  "  planchette,"  are  shown  to 
have  had  a  similar  remote  ancestry,  with  recognizable  progeny 
at  *eveiy  stage  in  the  long  slow  advance.  And  the  author 
closes  his  account  of  the  phenomena  of  Spiritualism,  so  far  as 
they  relate  to  this  branch  of  his  subject,  with  the  unexpected 
and  not  comfortable  dilemma — "  The  issue  raised  by  the  com- 
parison of  savage,  barbaric,  and  civilized  Spiritualism,  is  this : 
Do  the  Bed  Indian  medicine-man,  the  Tatar  necromancer,  the 
Highland  ghost-seer,  and  the  Boston  medium,  share  the  posses- 
sion of  belief  and  knowledge  of  the  highest  truth  and  import, 
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which  nevertheless  the  great  intellectual  movement  of  the  last 
two  centuries  has  simply  thrown  aside  as  worthless  ?  Is  what 
we  are  habitually  boasting  of  and  calling  new  enlightenment, 
then,  in  fact  a  decay  of  knowledge?  If  so,  this  is  a  remark- 
able case  of  degeneration,  and  the  savages  whom  some  ethno- 
graphers look  on  as  degenerate  from  a  higher  civilization,  may 
turn  on  their  accusers  and  charge  them  with  having  fallen 
from  the  high  level  of  savage  knowledge."  (i.  141.) 

The  argument  from  the  Origin  of  Language  is  of  a  nature 
sirpilar  to  that  from  Survival  in  Cultura  It  covers  but  a  single 
branch  of  the  subject,  and  from  that  derives  what  might  be 
called  a  minor  probability.  Without  professing  to  account 
for  sense-words,  which  constitute  the  vast  majority  of  terms  in 
any  given  language,  it  deals  with  sound-words  alone.  The 
comparison  of  savage  dialects  reveals  in  large  numbers  of  them 
the  same  emotional  and  imitative  sounds  used  to  express  the 
same  notions.  The  comparison  of  cultivated  languages  with 
these  reveals  the  same  roots  still  in  use  for  the  same  purposea 
So  much  at  least  of  the  speech  of  civilized  people  is  a  survival 
of  savage  invention,  and  must  have  come  down  from  prehis- 
toric sources.  Mr.  Tylor  carefully  guards  this  induction,  that 
it  may  not  be  taken  to  cover  more  ground  than  belongs  to  it : 
"  I  do  not  think  that  the  evidence  here  adduced  justifies  the 
setting-up  of  what  is  called  the  inlerjectional  and  imitative 
theory  as  a  complete  solution  of  the  problem  of  original  lan- 
guage. Valid  as  this  theory  proves  itself  within  limits,  it 
would  be  incautious  to  accept  a  hypothesis  which  can  perhaps 
satisfactorily  account  for  a  twentieth  of  the  crude  forms  in  any 
language,  as  a  certain  and  absolute  explanation  of  the  nineteen- 
twentieths  whose  origin  remains  doubtful.  A  key  must  un- 
lock more  doors  than  this,  to  be  taken  as  the  master-key." 
(i,  208.)  The  two  chapters  devoted  to  this  part  of  the  argu- 
ment are  very  suggestive;  but  the  details  of  the  comparison 
are  easily  accessible  elsewhera  The  point  of  the  reasoning  is 
this.  Large  numbers  of  imitative  words  are  found  to  be  the 
common  property  of  savage  dialects  which  cannot  be  referred 
to  the  same  family,  and  cannot  be  proved  to  have  had  any 
intercourse :  such  words  cannot,  therefore,  have  descended  from 
one  common  origin,  but  must  have  sprung  into  use  among 
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diflFerent  tribes  independently  as  occasion  suggested  or  need 
required.  If  this  is  demonstrably  true  of  certain  classes  of 
terms  which  are  common  to  the  lowest  savage  life  and  have 
'*  survived  "  in  languages  of  the  ripest  culture,  it  is  probably 
true  of  the  other  elements  of  speech  :  that  is,  all  language  has 
probably  developed  from  the  crude  sounds  and  symbols  which 
furnish  the  earliest  means  of  intercourse  in  savage  society,  and 
not  from  some  one  parent  dialect  already  completely  prepared 
and  divinely  communicated.  **  Ethnography  reasonably  ac- 
counts at  once  for  the  immense  power  and  the  manifest  weak- 
ness of  language  as  a  means  of  expressing  modern  educated 
thought,  by  treating  it  as  an  original  product  of  low  culture, 
gradually  adapted  by  ages  of  evolution  and  selection,  to  an- 
swer more  or  less  sufficiently  the  requirements  of  modern 
civilization.''     (i,  217.) 

The  brief  chapter  on  the  Art  of  Counting  contains  some  cur- 
ious facts  gathered  from  the  lowest  stages  of  barbarism,  and 
tends  to  the  same  general  result,  viz  :  that  the  various  systems 
of  computation  in  use  among  enlightened  nations  are  direct 
growths  from  the  first  ru^e  numerals  of  savage  tribes.  A  sin- 
gle statement  from  the  close  of  the  chapter  will  suffice  to  pre- 
sent Mr.  Tylor's  view.  "Among  savage  and  civilized  races 
alike,  the  general  framework  of  numeration  stands  throughout 
the  world  as  an  abiding  monument  of  primeval  culture.  This 
framework,  the  all  but  universal  scheme  of  reckoning  by  fives, 
tens,  and  twenties,  shows  that  the  childish  and  savage  practice 
of  counting  on  fingers  and  toes  lies  at  the  foundation  of  our 
arithmetical  science.  Ten  seems  the  most  convenient  arith- 
metical basis  offered  by  systems  founded  on  hand-counting,  but 
twelve  would  have  been  better,  and  duo-decimal  arithmetic  is 
in  fact  a  protest  against  the  less  convenient  decimal  arithmetic 
in  ordinary  use.  The  case  is  the  not  uncommon  one  of  high 
civilization  bearing  evident  traces  of  the  rudeness  of  its  origin 
in  ancient  barbaric  life."     (i,  246.) 

The  wonder-world  of  Mythology  furnishes  ample  materials 
for  the  uses  of  the  evolution-theory  in  cultura  It  has  been 
fashionable  indeed  in  almost  all  ages  to  "  rationalize  "  these 
beautiful  figments  of  the  poetic  brain  and  worshipful  heart ;  so 
that  even  in  ancient  times  old  Atlas  was  half  suspected  to  have 
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beea  nothing  more  than  an  uncommonly  smart  astronomer, 
and  Zeus  himseif  only  a  king  of  Crete.  The  scepticism  of  the 
eighteenth  century  was  still  more  destructive,  and  everything 
fell,  or  was  expected  to,  before  its  remorseless  scythe.  The 
golden  shower  of  Danae  dissolved  into  the  prosaic  specie  that 
bribed  her  guards.  The  she-wolf  that  suckled  Romulus  and 
Bemus  tamed  down  into  a  buxom  nurse  by  the  name  of  Lupa. 
But  this  method  of  deodorizing  these  myths  is  far  more  bar- 
barous than  the  myths  themselves.  It  strips  them  not  only  of 
their  poetic  fragrance,  but  of  their  truth  as  well ;  and  in  these 
materialized  forms  they  correspond  neither  to  historic  fact  nor 
to  prehistoric  fancy ;  they  represent  nothing,  "  in  the  heavens 
above,  nor  in  the  earth  beneath,  nor  in  the  waters  under  the 
earth."  In  almost  any  given  insUmce,  when  a  primitive  fable 
is  interpreted  by  the  realistic  method,  and  all  that  is  mythical 
in  the  story  is  macerated  out  of  it,  the  residuum  is  so  trivial 
and  so  grotesque  as  to  refute  itself  by  the  reductio  ad  absur- 
dum.  Mr.  Cox  illustrates  it  by  supposing  Jack  the  Giant- 
Killer  "  rationalized "  by  leaving  out  the  giants.  Myth  is 
something  else  than  a  tough  dry  kernel  of  feet  enveloped  in  an 
atmosphere  of  imagination ;  and  its  meaning  is  not  to  be  got 
by  simply  blazing  off  the  atmosphere  and  retaining  the  kemeL 
It  is  rather  the  result  of  reasoning ;  reasoning  in  a  very  crude 
intellect  to  be  sure,  and  upon  premises  which  to  modern  illu- 
minati  would  be  meaningless  and  contemptible,  but  which  to 
the  primeval  savage  himself  were  full  of  truth  and  full  of 
wonder.  His  mind  was  impressible  like  that  of  a  child.  The 
phenomena  of  nature,  countless,  rapid,  mysterious,  amazing, 
and  utterly  inexplicable,  came  trooping  in  upon  him  and 
scoring  upon  his  plastic  mind  infinitely  varied  impressions, 
vivid  enough  and  startling  enough  to  make  the  brain  of  a  sav- 
age whirl.  Let  us  conceive  an  adult  mind  in  an  infantile  state, 
without  knowledge,  without  ideas,  hopelessly  involved  in  these 
perplexing  confusions,  yet  attempting  to  disentangle  and  match 
them  into  some  sort  of  explainable  relation — and  we  have  the 
conditions  for  generating  myth.  It  is  the  first  spark  of  savage 
reason  trying  to  illumine  the  darkness.  Things  glimmer  and 
float  and  fade  before  the  eye,  to  re-appear  in  the  strangest  com- 
binations like  cloud-scenery  in  the  sky.     The  more  complicated 
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the  problem,  the  more  readily  does  reason,  half  baffled,  turn 
over  the  task  to  the  fancy,  equally  crude  and  equally  childish 
with  itself;  and  between  the  two  the  airy  substance  slowly  per- 
sonifies itself  in  poetic  shape,  and  the  myth  becomes  a  reality 
in  the  savage  consciousness,  perhaps  complete  at  once,  perhaps 
destined  to  strange  growths  and  transmutations  by  the  addi- 
tions and  attritions  of  the  ages  to  come  after.  How  poetical 
and  even  pathetic  are  many  of  these  fabulous  personifications 
may  be  seen  by  citing  a  single  one  among  hundreds — the  myth 
of  the  Pest-maiden.  "  There  sat  a  Russian  under  a  larch-tree, 
and  the  sunshine  glanced  like  fire.  He  saw  something  coming 
from  afar ;  he  looked  again — ^it  was  the  Pest-maiden,  huge  of 
stature,  all  shrouded  in  linen,  striding  towards  him.  He  would 
have  fled  in  terror,  but  the  form  grasped  him  with  her  long 
outstretched  hand.  'Knowest  thou  the  Pest?'  she  said;  *I 
am  she.  Take  me  on  thy  shoulders  and  carry  me  through  all 
Russia ;  miss  no  village,  no  town,  for  I  must  visit  all.  But 
fear  not  for  thyself ;  thou  shalt  be  safe  amid  the  dying.'  Cling- 
ing with  her  long  hands,  she  clambered  on  the  peasant's  back  ; 
he  stepped  onward,  saw  the  form  above  him  as  he  went,  but 
felt  no  burden.  First  he  bore  her  to  the  towns ;  they  found 
there  joyous  dance  and  song;  but  the  form  waved  her  linen 
shroud,  and  joy  and  mirth  were  gone.  As  the  wretched  man 
looked  round,  he  saw  mourning,  he  heard  the  tolling  of  the 
bells,  there  came  funeral  processions,  the  graves  could  not  hold 
the  dead.  He  passed  on,  and  coming  near  each  village  heard 
the  shriek  of  the  dying,  saw  all  faces  white  in  the  desolate 
houses.  But  high  on  the  hill  stands  his  own  hamlet :  his  wife, 
his  little  children  are  there,  and  the  aged  parents,  and  his  heart 
bleeds  as  he  draws  near.  With  strong  gripe  he  holds  the 
maiden  fast  and  plunges  with  her  beneath  the  waves.  He 
sank :  she  rose  again,  but  she  quailed  before  a  heart  so  fearless, 
and  fled  far  away  to  the  forest  and  the  mountains."    (i,  268.) 

Among  the  groups  of  myths  which  are  examined  in  this 
work,  and  which  are  treated  with  great  copiousness  of  informa- 
tion and  analysis,  are  the  personifications  of  sun,  moon,  and 
stars,  myths  which  have  sprung  from  the  water-spout,  the  rain- 
bow, the  san^-pillar,  sunset  and  eclipse,  wind  and  tempest, 
thunder  and  earthquake,  the  doctrine  of  werewolves,  giants, 
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dwarft,  men  of  the  woods,  tailed  mea,  tribes  of  monsters,  and  a 
great  variety  of  others.  These  researches  are  accompanied  and 
supplemented  by  discussions  upon,  philosophic  myth  rising 
among  semi-civilized  people,  and  even  among  the  enlightened, 
to  account  for  some  remarkable  event  or  phenomenon,  the 
bearing  of  the  miracles  and  legends  of  the  middle  ages  upon 
mythology,  eponymic  legend,  etymological  myths,  beast-fables, 
the  effect  of  language  in  the  formation  of  myth,  and  other 
minor  topics  which  belong  to  the  subject  All  these  contrib- 
ute not  only  to  the  exhaustive  treatment  and  the  picturesque 
effect,  but  also  to  the  final  adjudication.  The  argument  moves 
on  with  a  broad  sweep.  "  In  its  course  there  have  been  ex- 
amined the  processes  of  animating  and  personifying  nature,  the 
formation  of  legend  by  exaggeration  and  perversion  of  fact,  the 
stiffening  of  metaphor  by  mistaken  realization  of  words,  the 
conversion  of  speculative  theories  and  still  less  substantial  fic- 
tions into  pretended  traditional  events,  the  passage  of  myth 
into  miracle-legend,  the  definition  by  name  and  place  given  to 
any  floating  imagination,  the  adaptation  of  mythic  incident  as 
moral  example,  and  the  incessant  crystallization  of  story  into 
history.  The  investigation  of  these  intricate  and  devious  opera- 
tions has  brought  ever  more  and  more  broadly  into  view  two 
principles  of  mythologic  science.  The  first  is  that  legend,  when 
classified  on  a  sufficient  scale,  displays  a  regularity  of  develop- 
ment which  the  notion  of  motiveless  fancy  quite  fiiils  to  account 
for,  and  which  must  be  attributed  to  laws  of  formation  whereby 
every  story,  old  and  new,  has  arisen  from  its  definite  origin  and 
sufficient  cause.  So  uniform,  indeed,  is  such  development,  that 
it  becomes  possible  to  treat  myth  as  an  organic  product  of  man- 
kind at  large,  in  which  individual,  national,  and  even  i*acial 
distinctions  stand  subordinate  to  universal  qualities  of  the 
human  mind.  The  second  principle  concerns  the  relation  of 
myth  to  history.  It  is  true  that  the  search  for  mutilated  and 
mystified  traditions  of  real  events,  which  formed  so  main  a  part 
of  old  mythological  researches,  seems  to  grow  more  hopeless 
the  farther  the  study  of  legend  extends.  Even  the  fragments 
of  real  chronicle  found  imbedded  in  the  mythic  structure  are 
mostly  in  so  corrupt  a  state,  that  far  from  their  elucidating  his- 
tory they  need  history  to  elucidate  them.     Yet  unconsciously, 
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and  as  it  were  in  spite  of  themselves,  the  shapers  and  transmit- 
ters of  poetic  legend  have  preserved  for  us  masses  of  sound  his- 
torical evidence.  They  moulded  into  mythic  lives  of  gods  and 
heroes  their  own  ancestral  heirlooms  of  thought  and  word,  they 
displayed  in  the  structure  of  their  legends  the  operations  of 
their  own  minds,  they  placed  on  record  the  arts  and  manners, 
the  philosophy  and  religion  of  their  own  times,  times  of  which 
formal  history  has  often  lost  the  very  memory.  Myth  is  the- 
history  of  its  authors,  not  of  its  subjects  ;  it  records  the  lives, 
not  of  superhuman  heroes,  but  of  poetic  nations."    (i,  876,  876.) 

The  remaining  branch  of  Mr.  Tylor's  argument  is  the  sub- 
ject of  Animism.  This  is  the  aummum  opus.  It  is  of  very 
great  interest,  and  occupies  the  whole  of  the  second  volume, 
together  with  the  closing  chapter  of  the  first 

The  term  is  not  a  new  one,  but  for  the  purposes  of  this  argu- 
ment is  appropriated  to  the  general  notion  of  the  spiritual  side 
of  human  thought,  man's  beliefs  and  emotions  with  respect  to  the 
supernatural  and  his  own  relation  to  it  The  lowest  element- 
ary definition  of  religion  is  taken  to  be  "  the  belief  in  Spiritual 
Beinga"  We  cannot  positively  affirm,  as  some  have,  that  there 
are  tribes  which  are  utterly  destitute  of  religious  notions,  and 
have  no  vestiges  of  even  superstitious  rites,  and  if  we  could  it 
would  make  no  material  difference  in  our  general  conclusion :  but 
it  would  be  obviously  unfair  to  set  the  criterion  of  religious  belief 
higher  than  thia  Diflfererit  tribes  may  work  out  their  own  relig- 
ious ideas  into  widely  diverse  creeds  and  observances,  but  what 
we  want  is  to  start  with  that  and  only  that  which  is  common  to 
them  alL  "  So  far  as  I  can  judge,"  says  Mr.  Tylor,  "  fix)m  the 
immense  mass  of  accessible  evidence,  we  have  to  admit  that 
the  belief  in  spiritual  beings  appears  among  all  low  races  with 
whom  we  have  attained  to  thoroughly  intimate  acquaintance, 
whereas  the  assertion  of  absence  of  such  belief  must  apply  either 
to  ancient  tribes,  or  to  more  or  less  imperfectly  described  modern 
ones.  The  exact  bearing  of  this  state  of  things  on  the  problem  of 
the  origin  of  religion  may  be  thus  briefly  stated.  Were  it  dis- 
tinctly proved  that  non-religious  savages  exist  or  have  existed, 
these  might  be  at  least  plau^bly  claimed  as  representatives  of 
the  condition  of  man  before  he  arrived  at  the  religious  stage  of 
culture.     It  is  not  desirable,  however,  that  this  argument  should 
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be  put  forward,  for  the  asserted  existence  of  the  non-religious 
tribes  in  question  rests,  as  we  have  seen,  on  evidence  often  mis- 
taken and  never  conclusive.  Ti'he  argument  for  the  natural 
evolution  of  religious  ideas  among  mankind  is  notMn  validated 
by  the  rejection  of  an  ally  too  weak  at  present  to  give  eflFectual 
help.  Non-religious  tribes  may  not  exist  in  our  day,  but  the 
fact  bears  no  more  decisively  on  the  development  of  religion 
than  the  impossibility  of  finding  a  modern  English  village 
without  scissors,  or  books,  or  lucifer-matches,  bears  on  the  fact 
that  there  was  a  time  when  no  such  things  existed  in  the  land." 
(1,884.) 

Here  begins  the  long  patient  survey  of  the  immense  field. 
The  main  subject  difierentiates  at  once  into  two  great  branches, 
the  doctrine  of  individual  souls,  and  the  doctrine  of  spirits  in 
general,  including  all  grades  of  deities.  And  the  two  issue 
together  in  one  practical  result,  the  production  of  some  form  of 
worship.  The  moral  element  in  religion  is  not  included  in  the 
survey,  because  it  so  rarely  enters  into  or  grows  out  of  the  sav- 
age notion  of  spiritual  things;  and  the  facts  examined  are 
treated  from  the  standpoint  of  human  origin,  ''  as  being  devel* 
opments  of  Natural  Beligion." 

in  the  lowest  form  of  savage  culture,  souls  belong  not  only 
to  men  and  animals,  but  also  to  things.  To  begin  with  the 
most  important : — "  The  conception  of  a  personal  soul  or  spirit 
among  the  lower  races  may  be  defined  as  follows :  It  is  a  thin 
unsubstantial  human  image,  in  its  nature  a  sort  of  vapor,  film, 
or  shadow ;  the  cause  of  life  and  thought  in  the  individual  it 
animates ;  independently  possessing  the  personal  consciousness 
and  volition  of  its  corporeal  owner,  past  or  present ;  capable  of 
leaving  the  body  far  behind  to  flash  swiftly  from  place  to  place ; 
mostly  impalpable  and  invisible,  yet  also  manifesting  physical 
power,  and  especially  appearing  to  men,  waking  or  asleep,  as 
a  phantasm,  separate  from  the  body  of  which  it  bears  the  like- 
ness ;  able  to  enter  into,  possess,  and  act  in  the  bodies  of  other 
men,  of  animals,  and  even  of  things."    (i,  887.) 

These  conceptions  are  readily  formed  in  the  savage  mind  by 
crude  speculation  upon  what  appears  to  be  actual  experience. 
The  breath  leaves  the  body  when  it  dies ;  may  not  the  breath 
then  be  its  soul  ?    The  heart  ceases  to  beat  when  the  body  dies ; 
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may  not  the  heart  be  the  soul  ?  Every  man  is  accompanied  by 
a  shadow,  and  when  he  is  dead  and  gone,  that  shadow  is  never 
seen  again ;  may  not  that  shadow  be  his  soul,  now  departed  to 
some  other  bourn  ?  A  person  may  have  more  than  one  souL 
The  Algonquins,  for  example,  believe  in  two,  the  Chinese  in 
three,  the  Dakotas  even  in  four ;  and  each  of  these  notions  may  be 
matched  in  numbers  of  other  tribes  entirely  distinct  from  each 
other  in  language  and  race.  One  or  more  of  these  sonls  may  ab- 
sent themselves  from  the  body ;  if  in  sleep,  that  would  account 
for  the  strange  excursions  made  in  dreams ;  if  when  the  body  is 
awake,  that  would  account  for  its  tendency  to  disease  and  the 
manifold  risks  of  death  It  is  recorded  that  among  the  Fijians, 
in  a  case  of  fainting  or  even  dying,  the  spirit  can  sometimes  be 
called  back,  *'  and  occasionally  the  ludicrous  scene  is  witnessed 
of  a  stout  man  lying  at  full  length  and  bawling  out  lustily  for 
the  return  of  his  own  souL"  In  dreams,  the  soul  may  not  only 
go  abroad  on  errands  of  its  own,  but  may  stay  at  home  and 
receive  visits  from  other  souls.  If  so,  it  is  not  difficult  for  the 
savage  to  persuade  himself  that  a  *'  medicine-man"  or  sorcerer 
may  acquire  the  power  of  sending  his  soul  out  into  other 
r^ons  while  awake,  and  of  summoning  other  souls  into  his 
presence :  and  this  would  open  the  gateway  for  the  entire  sys- 
tem of  voluntary  intercourse  with  the  spirit-world — ^whether 
by  way  of  trance,  vision,  wraiths,  witchcraft,  second  sight,  bar- 
gaining for  the  assistance  of  spirits,  celestial  or  infernal,  or 
whatever  other  machinery  barbaric  spiritualism  might  chance 
to  develop. 

Souls  are  as  much  alive  after  leaving  the  body  as  before.  It 
follows  that  they  must  have  wants  in  the  spirit-world  corre- 
sponding to  their  station  here.  Accordingly,  food  is  carried  to 
their  graves,  and  they  invisibly  consume  its  invisible  essence. 
Weapons  are  buried  with  them,  their  favorite  animals  are  sac- 
rifice, servants  or  captives  are  killed  to  wait  upon  them. 
Sometimes  in  after  years  other  servants  are  dispatched  to  carry 
them  messagea  Even  among  so  civilized  a  people  as  the  Hin- 
dus, until  lately,  the  widow  must  go  after  her  lord  by  the  fiery 
path  of  the  suUee — a  custom  which  many  authors  regard  as  a 
"survival"  from  ancient  Aryan  savagery.  The  existence  of 
souls  in  animals  and  things  makes  it  possible  to  equip  the  dead 
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for  their  career  in  the  other  life  with  the  same  furnishings  they 
had  in  thia  Anything  buried  with  them,  or  burned  for  them, 
can  be  thus  made  a  part  of  their  celestial  belongings.  The 
spirit  of  the  Indian  hunter  can  still  pursue  the  shades  of  buffalo 
and  elk  with  the  souls  of  the  bow  and  arrows  buried  in  his 
grava  Mr.  Tylor  gives  the  substance  of  an  Ojibwa  tradition 
or  myth,  which  will  illustrate  many  particulars  in  barbaric 
eschatology.  ''  Gitchi  Gauzini  was  a  chief  who  lived  on  the 
shores  of  Lake  Superior,  and  once,  after  a  a  few  days'  illness, 
he  seemed  to  dia  He  had  been  a  skillful  hunter,  and  had 
desired  that  a  fine  gun  which  he  possessed  should  be  buried 
with  him  when  he  died.  But  some  of  his  friends  not  thinking 
him  really  dead,  his  body  was  not  buried ;  his  widow  watched 
him  for  four  days,  he  came  back  to  life,  and  told  his  story. 
After  death,  he  said,  his  ghost  traveled  on  the  broad  road  of  the 
dead  toward  the  happy  land,  passing  over  great  plains  of  luxu- 
riant herbage,  seeing  beautiful  groves,  and  hearing  the  songs  of 
innumerable  birds,  till  at  last,  from  the  summit  of  a  hill,  he 
caught  sight  of  the  distant  city  of  the  dead,  far  across  an  inter- 
mediate space  partly  veiled  in  mist,  and  spangled  with  glittering 
lakes  and  streams.  He  came  in  view  of  herds  of  stately  deer 
and  moose,  and  other  game,  which  with  little  fear  walked  near 
his  path.  But  he  had  no  gun,  and  remembering  how  he  had 
requested  his  friends  to  put  his  gun  in  his  grave,  he  turned 
back  to  go  and  fetch  it  Then  he  met  face  to  face  the  train  of 
men,  women,  and  children,  who  were  traveling  toward  the  city 
of  the  dead.  They  were  heavily  laden  with  guns,  pipes,  ket- 
tles, meats,  and  other  articles;  women  were  carrying  basket- 
work  and  painted  paddles,  and  little  boys  had  their  ornamented 
clubs  and  their  bows  and  arrows,  the  presents  of  their  friends. 
Befusing  a  gun  which  an  overburdened  traveler  had  offered 
him,  the  ghost  of  Gitchi  Gauzini  traveled  back  in  quest  of  his 
own,  and  at  last  reached  the  place  where  he  had  died.  There 
he  could  see  only  a  great  fire  before  and  around  him,  and  find- 
ing the  flames  barring  his  passage  on  every  side,  he  made  a 
desperate  leap  through  and  awoke  from  his  trance.  Having 
ooncluded  his  story,  he  gave  his  auditors  this  counsel,  that  they 
should  no  longer  deposit  so  many  burdensome  things  with  the 
dead,,  delaying  them  on  their  journey  to  the  place  of  repose,  so 
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that  almost  every  one  he  met  complained  bitterly.  It  would 
be  wiser,  he  said,  only  to  put  such  things  in  the  grave  as  the 
deceased  was  particularly  attached  to,  or  made  a  formal  request 
to  have  deposited  with  hun."    (i,  434,436.) 

The  doctrine  of  the  soul's  existence  after  death  is  almost  uni- 
versally found  in  savage  culture,  au^  in  all  giades  of  it  It 
very  naturally  takes  two  distinct  branches  of  growth  as  it  devel- 
ops into  more  specific  forms  of  belief  One  of  these  is  the  doc- 
trine of  transmigration  through  a  series  of  bodies  here;  the 
other  is  the  doctrine  of  a  future  spiritual  existence  in  another 
world.  The  former  is  sufficiently  familiar  and  need  not  be 
enlarged  upon.  The  latter  expands  into  "  theories  of  lingering, 
wandering,  and  returning  ghosts,  and  of  souls  dwelling  on  or 
below  or  above  the  earth  in  a  spirit-world,  where  existence  is 
modeled  upon  the  earthly  life,  or  raised  to  higher  glory,  or 
placed  under  reversed  conditions ;  and  lastly,  the  belief  in  a 
division  between  happiness  and  misery  of  departed  souls,  by  a 
retribution  for  life,  determined  in  a  judgment  after  death." 
(ii,  21.) 

The  place  of  existence  too  is  almost  as  definite  in  savage 
theology  as  the  existence  itsell  Difierent  tribes  may  have 
different  locations  for  the  souls  of  their  departed  friends,  but 
they  agree  in  having  a  location  somewhere.  With  some  it  is 
an  under  world,  entered  through  -some  cave,  or  by  way  of  the 
sea.  The  literature  of  the  subject  abounds  with  traditions  of 
visits  to  this  under  world  by  favored  mortals  who  have  returned 
to  tell  of  their  strange  adventures ;  and  these  tales  are  not 
found  in  savage  myth  alone,  but  very  abundantly  in  classic 
mythology,  and  even  in  mediseval  Christianity.  With  other 
tribes  the  place  of  the  dead  is  not  under  the  earth,  but  on  its 
surface,  in  impenetrable  forests,  among  secluded  ranges  of 
mountains,  or  on  distant  islands.  There  is  a  curious  Tongan 
legend,  that  a  canoe  driven  out  of  its  course  once  landed  on 
the  island  of  the  gods,  where  the  choicest  of  fruits  and  flowers 
and  game,  when  taken  for  the  use  of  the  immortal  inhabitants, 
were  instantly  renewed,  but  were  too  shadowy  for  the  hungry 
sailors  to  get  hold  of;  and  they  found  too,  to  their  amazement 
and  terror,  that  the  souls  they  met  walked  directly  through 
their  solid  bodies,  even  as  they  themselves  walked  without 
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resistance  through  the  shadowy  hoases  and  trunks  of  trees. 
Another  location  for  the  dead  has  been  discovered  by  savage 
thought  in  the  sun  and  moon ;  a  theory  not  entirely  unknown 
to  speculators  of  higher  pretensions.  And  still  another  has 
been  found  in  or  beyond  the  skiea  The  argument  we  are 
tracing  gathers  up  all  the  details  which  are  given  in  illustra- 
tion of  each  of  these  points,  in  order  to  maintain  that  they  can- 
not be  referred  to  any  single  primeval  form  of  religion,  to  any 
original  revelation,  since  they  bear  internal  evidence  of  having 
risen  independently  of  each  other,  among  separate  tribes  who 
worked  them  out  according  to  the  genius  of  their  own  char- 
acter. 

The  manner  of  life  attributed  to  the  souls  which  have  taken 
their  journey  into  the  spirit-world,  is  almost  invariably  made 
up  of  the  employments  which  occupy  them  here.  Their  iden- 
tity will  be  the  same,  their  wants  the  same,  their  amusements 
the  same.  The  influence  of  the  conduct  here  upon  the  life 
there  scarcely  enters  into  their  dream.  Most  tribes  on  the 
lower  savage  level  have  no  notion  whatever  of  anything  retri- 
butory  in  the  awards  of  the  future  state.  That  idea  is  a  later 
growth;  and  even  then  produces  its  eflfect  rather  upon  the 
hopes  and  aspirations  of  the  barbaric  mind  than  upon  the  char- 
acter and  the  life. 

The  field  of  view  here  widens  out  from  the  study  of  souls 
and  their  destiny  into  the  doctrine  of  spirits  in  general  In 
savage  thought,  not  only  is  the  transition  easy,  but  the  separa- 
tion of  the  two  would  be  unnatural.  Souls  are  spirits.  And 
indeed  departed  souls  are  spirits  of  such  power  and  sometimes 
of  such  malignancy,  that  among  some  tribes  they  are  driven 
away  and  hedged  out  from  their  former  haunts  by  every  de- 
vice known  to  savage  invention,  among  others  they  are 
appeased  by  presents  and  offerings,  among  others  still  they  are 
worshiped.  Hence  ancestor-worship,  as  among  the  Chinese, 
and  patron-saints,  as  among  the  Catholics.  Hence  come  also 
savage  notions  of  demoniacal  possession,  diseases  inflicted  by 
spirits,  oracular  responses  given  in  a  state  of  rhapsody  or 
trance.  The  prodigious  power  exerted  upon  the  pagan  mind 
by  what  we  call  Fetichism,  is  due  to  the  spirit  which  resides  in 
the  fetich,  or  is  manifesting  itself  through  that  physical  me- 
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dium.  The  transition  from  Fetichism  to  the  actual  worship 
of  the  objects  containing  the  spirit,  is  easy.  From  this  to 
r^ular  and  permanent  idolatry  is  also  easy ;  that  is,  to  the 
worship  of  images,  purposely  made  to  be  the  residence  of  such 
beings,  or  to  represent  their  functions,  or  to  symbolize  their 
presenca 

In  barbaric  mythology  there  is  a  vast  hierarchy  of  spiritual 
powers,  from  the  lowest  grades  of  elf)  fairy,  genii,  imps,  demons, 
up  to  the  highest  gods.  All  these  are  conceived  as  of  like  na- 
ture and  character  to  man,  and  as  busying  themselves  not  only 
with  man,  to  help  or  harm  him,  but  also  with  the  movements 
of  natura  The  doctrine  of  spirits  therefore  affords  a  ready  so- 
lution to  the  otherwise  inexplicable  phenomena  which  the 
savage  is  daily  experiencing  or  witnessing.  All  the  universe 
swarms  with  spirit&  His  own  dwelling  is  infested.  By  night 
come  the  incubi,  the  succubi,  the  vampires,  the  earth-men,  the 
witches ;  and  he  kindles  fires  or  strews  ashes  to  keep  them  off. 
There  are  patron-spirits,  there  are  familiars,  there  are  guardian 
angels,  there  are  good  and  evil  demons  contending  for  his  souL 
So  in  natura  Every  fountain,  river,  forest,  lake,  or  mountain 
has  its  resident  deity.  In  every  whirlpool  dwells  some  demon 
ready  to  suck  everything  down  its  gorge.  Every  volcano  has 
its  fire-god.  Every  dangerous  reef  is  haunted  by  its  rapacious 
Scylla  or  Charybdis.  Even  the  wild  beasts  around  him  are 
possibly  inspired  by  some  deity,  and  at  any  rate  are  animated 
by  souls  more  strong  and  more  ferocious  than  his  own,  and  it 
behoves  him  to  do  them  reverenca  In  large  classes  of  these 
objects  he  observes  the  same  effects  constantly  recurring ;  this 
sets  him  to  thinking  that  instead  of  a  fetich  to  each  object  there 
may  be  some  one  deity  presiding  over  the  whole  class ;  and  so 
by  the  savage  and  yet  entirely  scientific  process  of  generaliza- 
tion he  reaches  the  conception  of  a  species-deity  or  class-deity ; 
and  thence,  by  easy  grades,  he  rises  to  a  sense  of  still  higher 
and  supremer  being&  These  last  are  the  lords  of  the  spiritual 
hierarchy.  They  are  the  chieftains  of  the  spirit-world.  They 
rule  over  spirits,  as  spirits  rule  over  things*  The  rain-god,  the 
thunder-god,  the  wind-god,  the  heaven-god,  the  earth-god,  the 
seagod,  the  fire-god,  the  sun-god,  the  moon-god,  and  divers 
deities  who  preside  over  the  events  and  experiences  of  life, 
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Buck  as  the  gods  of  war,  husbandry,  marriage,  child-birth, 
death,  and  the  like — these  are  superior  gods  known  almost 
universally  throughout  the  range  of  savage  culture.  They  are 
known  by  different  names,  and  their  functions  are  not  always 
discriminated,  but  the  general  conception  of  them  is  much  the 
sama  But  the  generalization  does  not  stop  with  thesa  The 
higher  growths  out  of  Polytheism  often  tend  toward  a  distinct 
dualism,  a  supreme  pair  of  deities,  perhaps  suggested  by  the 
coupling  of  antagonisms  which  are  constantly  seen  in  nature, 
as  light  and  darkness,  day  and  night,  health  and  disease,  joy  and 
pain,  life  and  death — the  good  deity  being  at  the  head  of  the 
hierarchy  of  all  things  good  and  prosperous,  the  evil  deity 
heading  the  kingdom  of  darkness  and  pain.  Perhaps  the  most 
finished  example  of  this  dualism  is  found  in  the  Ormuzd  and 
Ahriinan  of  Zoroaster.  Nor  does  pagan  theology  rest  with  a 
duality  of  gods.  It  caps  the  summit  of  the  structure  with 
Monotheism.  Even  in  the  barbaric  mind  the  force  of  gener- 
alization, the  hunger  for  explanation,  the  search  for  a  cause, 
sometimes  reach  far  enough  to  suggest  a  primacy  among  the 
god&  It  may  well  be  that  different  tribes  shall  have  different 
reasons  for  assigning  the  One  God  his  solitary  place  over  all  as 
the  Supreme ;  with  some  he  may  be  the  First  Cause,  with  some 
simply  the  Creator,  with  some  the  Great  Spirit,  with  some  the 
sovereign  Ruler,  with  some  the  one  Soul  of  the  universe.  But 
the  conception  is  there,  in  whatever  shape  and  under  whatever 
name.  The  great  problem  is,  how  it  came  there  ?  Mr.  Tylor, 
from  ethnographic  induction,  answers  that  it  is  there  by  evolu- 
tion out  of  savage  animism.  If  that  is  the  last  appeal,  be  it  sa 
No  heart  of  faith  need  tremble  lest,  if  it  were  so,  it  might 
damage  the  ground  of  trust  Whatever  is  proved^  the  Chris- 
tian may  accept  as  confidently,  as  eagerly,  as  any  one ;  it  will 
not  be  found  to  be  at  real  variance  with  the  revealed  Word. 
But  so  far  as  appears,  the  answer  of  that  Word  is,  that  in  the 
beginning  the  Supreme  made  himself  known  to  man,  and 
wherever  now  we  find  traces  of  that  monotheism  among  savage 
people,  it  is  a  "  survival "  from  that  primeval  revelation. 

The  investigation  of  Animism  is  completed  by  a  very  interest- 
ing inquiry  into  some  of  the  rites  and  ceremonies  by  which  the 
nations  express  their  religious  sentiments.    There  is  a  busy 
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communication  kept  up  with  these  invisible  beings.  Their 
favor  is  to  be  invoked.  Their  power  to  harm  is  to  be  averted. 
Their  vnrath  is  to  be  appeased.  Their  wants  are  to  be  supplied. 
Their  aid  is  to  be  secured.  Their  might  and  majesty  are  to  be 
acknowledged  and  adored  The  methods  of  approaching  the 
spirit-world  for  these  purposes  have  settled  into  certain  well- 
defined  observances  oonmion  to  all  nations.  The  principal  of 
these  Mr.  Tylor  selects  for  examination.  They  are  prayer, 
sacrifice,  fasting  and  other  methods  of  artificial  ecstasy,  orienta- 
tion or  worshiping  toward  the  east,  and  lustration.  AJl  these 
are  shown  not  only  to  exist  in  various  shapes  in  almost  all 
barbaric  creeds,  but  to  have  "  survived  "  and  pushed  forward 
into  the  higher  culture,  in  which  indeed  most  of  them  have 
received  a  large  expansion  and  refinement  For  the  purposes 
of  the  present  paper  it  will  be  sufficient  to  outline  a  single  one 
of  the  whole  group.  We  will  take  the  rite  of  sacrifica  Mr. 
Tylor  b^ins  with  the  most  rudimentary  and  therefore  most 
likely  the  primitive  notion  contained  in  an  offering  to  the  gods, 
namely,  the  notion  of  a  gift  A  child  makes  a  gift  without 
stopping  to  question  whether  it  may  be  acceptable  to  the 
receiver,  or  in  any  way  of  use  to  hinL  So  does  the  savage. 
If  the  offering  he  carries  to  his  fetich  satisfies  his  own  idea  of 
what  may  be  proper  and  suitable  in  the  premises,  little  need 
he  reck  as  to  the  sentiments  of  the  fetich  itself.  This  crude 
transaction  may  :it  first  suffica  But  each  higher  level  of  cul- 
ture lifts  him  into  a  little  higher  region  of  philosophizing  on 
the  subject  What  becomes  of  his  gift  ?  How  does  the  fetich 
appropriate  it  ?  If  it  is  a  libation  to  the  sun-god,  he  can  see 
it  diminish  day  by  day,  as  the  fiery  god  drinks  it  up.  If  it  be 
an  offering  to  the  ocean,  he  can  see  the  ocean  engulf  and  de- 
vour jt  If  it  be  to  the  spirit  which  inhabits  beast  or  fowl,  he 
can  see  his  gift  borne  away  and  consumed.  But  if  bis  fetich  is 
a  Btomachless  stone,  how  can  be  feed  that  ?  By  what  means 
can  his  solid  idol  be  made  to  partake  of  the  heart  or  blood  of 
a  slain  enemy  ?  The  doctrine  of  souls  will  doubtless  bridge 
the  difficulty  in  his  logia  The  spirit  in  the  idol  can  take  the 
soul  of  the  thing  offered,  and  leave  the  body.  Let  the  body 
then  go  to  the  dogs  and  birds ;  all  that  is  precious  in  it,  its 
essence,  has  gone  to  the  gods.    But  may  not  this  process  be 
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fecilitated  ?  If  the  offenDg  be  burned,  will  not  the  more  vo- 
latile shape  in  which  it  ascends  to  the  gods  make  the  transfer 
of  its  spirit  to  them  more  easy  and  more  certain  ?  This  would 
account  for  burnt-sacrifice  and  incense,  both  of  which  were 
perpetuated  for  centuries  in  the  Hebrew  ritual.  "  The  view  of 
commentators  that  sacrifice  as  a  religious  rite  of  remote  an- 
tiquity and  world-wide  prevalence,  was  adopted,  regulated,  and 
sanctioned  in  the  Jewish  law,  is  in  agreement  with  the  general 
ethnography  of  the  subject  Here  sacrifice  appears  not  with 
the  lower  conception  of  a  gift  acceptable  and  even  beneficial  to 
deity,  but  with  the  higher  significance  of  devout  homage  or 
expiation  for  sin."    (ii,  850.) 

With  the  growth  of  culture  the  gift-theory  rises  into  a  higher 
motive  on  the  part  of  the  worshiper.  If,  as  has  been  shown, 
the  savage  notion  of  spirit  is  modelled  on  the  attributes  of  man 
himself,  then  the  savage  offers  to  his  fetich  just  as  he  would 
offer  to  his  neighbor,  or  to  his  chief.  Sometimes  the  gift  would 
mean  simply  a  gifl,  sometimes  an  offering  of  good  will,  some- 
times an  act  of  homage,  sometimes  recompense  for  injury,  some- 
times pacification  of  wrath.  The  sacrifice  begins  to  gather  into 
itself  a  certain  element  of  obligation  on  the  part  of  him  who 
offers,  and  on  the  other  hand,  becomes  of  more  worth  to  the 
deity  the  more  costly  it  is  to  the  worshiper.  Thus  the  history 
of  the  rite  grows  from  the  primitive  gift-theory  through  the 
homage-theory  into  this  last  and  highest  form,  which  Mr.  Tylor 
terms  the  abnegation-theory.  But  even  this  receives  a  singular 
modification  in  the  practice  of  substitution  which  has  grown 
out  of  it  Costly  rites  become  too  costly  and  too  burdensoma 
Indolence  and  economy  suggest  that  the  load  be  lightened. 
Sometimes  therefore  a  part  is  offered  for  the  whole,  sometimes 
the  less  instead  of  the  greater,  sometimes  a  single  object  as  the 
symbol  of  many,  sometimes  a  similar  cheaper  object  instead  of 
the  more  costly,  sometimes  simply  an  effigy  of  the  offering 
which  is  really  dua  The  residuum  of  these  ideas  is  still  to 
be  found  projected  far  into  modem  culture  and  unconsciously 
modifying  the  ideas  and  even  the  practices  of  large  portions  of 
the  civilized  world.  The  most  notable  instance  of  its  survival 
18  in  the  sacrifice  of  the  Mass  as  observed  even  now  throughout 
papal  Christendom.     And  "  the  natural  conclusion  of  an  eth- 
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nographic  survey  of  sacrifice,  is  to  point  to  the  controversy 
between  Protestants  and  Catholics,  for  centuries  past  one  of  the 
keenest  which  have  divided  the  Christian  world,  on  this  express 
question,  whether  sacrifice  is  or  is  not  a  Christian  rita"  (ii,  871.) 

The  enquiry  into  the  historj'  and  primitive  significance  of 
Rite  and  Ceremony  concludes  the  author's  study  of  the  great 
subject  of  Animism ;  and  this  completes  the  argument  The 
results  are  not  harvested  in  a  sum  total  at  the  close,  but  are 
supposed  to  have  been  gleaned  by  each  reader  in  his  own  pro- 
gress over  the  immense  fields  of  fact  spread  before  him.  A 
single  very  brief  chapter  points  out  a  few  of  the  directions  in 
which  the  ethnographic  methods  of  investigation  ought  to  be 
used,  and  some  of  the  subjects  to  which  it  ought  to  be  applied. 

The  belie&  which  are  held  at  our  present  stage  of  culture  are 
not  always  founded  on  reasons.  Some  are  growths  from  previ- 
ous opinion,  beginning  perhaps  at  a  period  remote  and  un- 
known ;  but  being  in  harmony  with  the  nature  of  things  are 
recognized  as  valid.  Still  others,  coming  down  from  perhaps 
more  distant  sources,  have  no  foundation  in  reason  or  in  nature, 
have  drifted  down  to  us  across  untold  centuries  of  barbarism, 
are  mere  survivals  from  primeval  savagery,  and  yet  take  their 
place  in  the  common  mind  side  by  side  with  rational  belief. 
What  shall  it  profit  us  to  discriminate  these  diverse  portions  of 
our  mental  furniture  ?  Is  the  spell  of  fascination  which  these 
studies  throw  over  the  mind  the  only  reward  they  afford?  If 
researches  into  the  history  of  an  opinion  should  disclose  the 
fact  that  that  opinion  had  its  source  in  savage  myth,  and  has  no 
other  assignable  ground,  shall  we  only  count  it  one  of  many 
curious  facts,  afibrd  it  a  few  moments  of  puzzled  interest,  and 
then  relegate  it  to  the  limbo  of  forgetfulness  ?  The  tenure  of 
opinions  is  a  matter  of  far  higher  moment  If  ethnography 
can  show  '*  what  is  received  on  its  own  direct  evidence,  what 
is  ruder  ancient  doctrine  re-shaped  to  answer  modem  ends,  and 
what  is  but  time-honored  superstition  in  the  garb  of  modem 
knowledge,"  its  ofl5ce  is  both  honorable  and  necessary.  The 
world  of  Christian  culture  cannot  afibrd  to  run  in  the  grooves 
first  chiselled  by  the  crude  fancy  of  the  pre-historic  savage. 
Whether  the  test  be  applied  to  language  or  mythology,  to  men- 
tal philosophy  or  moral,  to  political  science  or  legal,  the  student 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


288  Primitive  Culture,  [April, 

will  be  surprised  to  find  how  far  and  in  what  waj  the  great 
body  of  doctrines  may  have  been  modified  by  the  persistent 
"sunrivar*  of  traditionary  ideas  which  sliould  have  no  place  in 
such  company.  This  method  would  be  of  prime  importance  in 
such  supreme  questions  as  those  of  morality  and  religion.  So 
many  notions  of  rude  primeval  thought  can  be  shown  to  have 
projected  themselves  into  the  mythologies  of  later  culture  and 
thence  to  have  crystallized  into  dogmas  of  modem  belief,  so 
many  aspects  of  doctrine  seem  to  be  not  luminous  with  celestial 
light,  but  dim  with  the  shadows  of  a  savage  dawn,  that  we  do 
well  to  tread  softly  and  warily  over  such  hallowed  ground.  If 
a  doctrine  of  ethics  or  of  faith  be  true,  by  reason  or  by  revela- 
tion, then,  as  King  Henry  said  of  the  Bible,  "  in  God's  name 
let  it  go  forth  among  the  people :"  but  if  it  be  only  a  "  survival " 
from  barbaric  myth,  the  sooner  religion  is  purged  of  it  the 
better. 

We  are  well  aware  that  our  task,  now  completed,  may  give  to 
other  minds  a  very  imperfect  and  inadequate  transcript  of  Mr. 
Tylor's  views.  It  can  be  but  an  outline,  and  purposely  abdi- 
cates any  judicial  office.  Whether  these  views  are  iu  the  main 
true,  is  a  totally  different  question,  and  is  for  the  present  left 
undebated.  No  one  can  read  history  without  admitting  the 
correctness  of  both  theories  of  culture,  the  progression-theory 
and  the  degeneration-theory.  Which  of  the  two  is  primary 
and  which  secondary,  is  a  problem  which  the  world  even  yet  is 
hardly  old  enough  and  hardly  wise  enough  to  decide.  Long  in 
possession  of  an  indubitable  Revelation  from  God,  the  race  has 
but  just  discovered  the  long-buried  records  of  its  own  earliest 
life,  and  until  these  records  are  deciphered  and  compared,  not 
only  with  each  other  and  the  Revelation,  but  also  with  all  ra- 
tional grounds  of  human  belief,  it  may  be  premature  to  demand 
the  hasty  decision  of  a  problem  involving  elements  so  many 
and  so  intricate,  both  of  the  natural  and  of  the  supernatural. 
We  must  wait  for  more  light 
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ABncLB  IL— IS  SCHISM  A  NECESSITY? 

AK  OPSN  LSTTBB  TO  THS  RIGHT  BSYSBBVD  ▲•  C.  OOZB,  D.l>.,   BISHOP 
nr  W£8TBBK  NBW  TOBX. 

Jiy  dear  Sir: 

I  cannot  plead,  in  apology  for  addressing  jon  thus  publicly, 
that  I  am  moved  to  it  by  the  reading  of  your  recent  volume 
entitled  ApoUos,  or  the  Way  of  OooL  It  is  my  misfortune,  and  I 
feel  it  seriously,  that  I  have  not  yet  had  the  opportunity  of 
reading  the  book,  for  1  doubt  not  that  it  throws  light  on  the 
subject  on  which  I  would  speak  to  you,  and  answers  in  advance 
many  of  the  questions  which  I  wish  to  put  But  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  I  had  already  begun  to  put  my  thoughts  and  questions 
into  the  form  of  a  letter  to  you,  when  I  saw  the  announcement 
of  your  book.  And  my  reason  for  this  use  of  your  name  was 
that  I  knew  you,  through  both  public  and  private  acquaintance, 
as  the  man  who  more  than  any  other  in  the  Episcopal  Church  in 
America  cherishes  an  intelligent  conviction  of  ^^  High  Church  " 
principles,  in  conjunction  with  a  warm  love  for  all  Christian 
believers,  a  ^^  continual  sorrow  of  heart "  over  the  schisms  by 
which  they  are  divided  from  each  other  and  miserably  weakened 
in  their  work  **  for  the  whole  estate  of  Christ's  Church  mili- 
tant" 

What  is  the  subject  upon  my  mind  you  have  already  con- 
jectured. According  to  the  direction  from  which  it  is  viewed, 
it  might  be  stated  either  as  the  restoration  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  to  the  communion  of  the  Church  Catholic ;  or,  (in  an 
aspect  more  obvious  from  your  own  point  of  view)  as  the  facili- 
tating of  the  communion  of  Christians  generally  with  the  Prot- 
estant Episcopal  Church.  But  instead  of  attempting  to  define 
or  discuss  the  subject  in  a  general  way,  I  beg  your  attention  to 
it  in  the  most  practical  form,  as  illustrated  in  a  very  needless 
and  useless  schism  lately  effected  in  the  little  community  of 
American  Christians  residing  at  Oeneva.  There  is  nothing  un- 
precedented or  even  unusual  in  the  facts  of  this  case.  I  men- 
tion them  simply  in  order  to  bring  the  subject  fairly  into  view. 
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There  has  long  existed  amoDg  the  American  Christians  at 
Geneva  the  desire  for  a  church  where  they  could  unite  in  com- 
mon worship.  Of  late,  this  desire  has  taken  the  form  of  a  prac- 
tical resolution.  The  movers  in  the  enterprise  were  of  various 
denominations ;  but  so  cordial  was  the  good-will  that  the  ma- 
jority deferred  to  the  preferences  of  the  Episcopalians  among 
them,  and  an  Episcopal  minister  was  invited  to  organize  the 
congregation  according  to  the  forms  of  that  denomination. 
This  invitation  having  been  declined,  they  proceeded  at  a  later 
period,  with  the  same  fraternal  spirit,  to  organize  a  church  in- 
dependently of  any  question  of  sect  The  preferences  of  the 
Episcopalian  brethren  were  still  consulted  in  the  order  of  pub- 
lic worship  adopted.  A  convenient  place  of  worship  was 
engaged  ;  the  services  of  a  diligent,  earnest,  and  able  pastor  were 
secured  and  his  support  pledged ;  regular  services  were  begun ; 
and  plans  were  at  once  laid  for  building  an  American  church- 
edifice. 

These  arrangements  had  been  completed  only  a  few  weeks, 
when  a  zealous  Episcopal  minister,  who  was  residing  at  the  time 
in  Italy  as  a  missionary  for  the  promotion  of  Christian  union, 
hastened  to  Oeneva,  got  out  his  posters  announcing  a  separate 
series  of  services,  organized  a  separate  congregation,  started  his 
opposition  building  subscription,  and  seems  now  in  a  fair  way, 
unless  some  good  influence  should  interfere,  to  accomplish  a 
permanent  schism  in  the  little  population  of  American  Chris- 
tians in  Geneva. 

The  most  mischievous  results  of  this  schism  were  not  obvious 
when  it  was  first  effected.  It  was  during  the  brief  season  of 
summer  travel,  when,  for  a  few  weeks,  Geneva  \s  full  of  Ameri- 
cans passing  to  and  fro,  or  sojourning  for  a  short  time.  Ac- 
cordingly, both  services  were  well  attended  and  well  supported 
for  the  time.  To  be  sure,  as  a  matter  of  taste,  it  was  not  pleas- 
ant to  see  the  less  honorable  features  of  American  church-life 
so  distinctly  protruded  before  the  observation  of  people  abroad ; 
— the  "running"  of  rival  churches  on  the  principle  that  "com- 
petition is  the  life  of  business;" — the  rival  show-bills  dis- 
played in  public  places  side  by  side,  the  new  one  quite  eclipsing 
the  old  in  dimensions,  with  an  air  of  "  no-connection- with-the- 
shop-over-the-way  ;" — the  business-like  cards  in  circulation  at 
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hotels  and  boarding  houses ; — the  gentle  bragging  and  "  tout- 
ing "  on  the  part  of  the  friends  of  the  respective  enterprises, 
mingled  with  faint  praises,  almost  fading  into  civil  disparage- 
ments, of  the  rival  undertaking — ^all  this  is  suflSciently  aston- 
ishing to  the  European  mind,  which  is  just  now  very  earnestly 
intent  in  studying  the  American  method  of  conducting  religious 
institutions ;  and  it  is  not  gratifying  to  the  pride  or  the  con- 
science of  all  Americans. 

But  now  that  the  summer  torrent  of  travel  has  run  by,  the 
mischiefs  of  this  schism  become  more  apparent  The  con- 
gregations are  dwindled  to  a  few  meagre  dozens  a-piece,  each 
comforting  itself  in  its  scantiness  with  the  probability  that  the 
other  is  still  smaller.  Contributions  and  subscriptions  decline 
— ^the  zeal  of  some  to  give  for  strife's  sake  being  balanced  by  the 
disgust  of  others  at  the  wanton  waste,  and  worse  than  waste,  of 
money  required  for  sustaining  the  schism.  Of  course,  the 
temptation  (however  successfully  it  may  have  been,  thus  fiur, 
resisted)  to  the  ill  feelings  commonly  attendant  upon  schism,  is 
increased.  And  if  this  is  so  now,  what  will  it  be  when  the  tug  of 
building  begins  ? — when  the  monuments  which  are  to  perpetu- 
ate this  scandal,  and  hold  it  continually  in  public  view,  begin 
to  rise  painfully  from  their  foundations? — when  each  party 
begins  to  feel  in  its  pocket  the  inconvenience  of  the  existence 
of  the  other  party  ? — when  over  every  stranger  of  uncertain  alle- 
giance and  large  means  there  arises  a  contention  as  over  the 
body  of  Moses,  and  the  fancy-fairs  and  pious  lotteries  begin  to 
flourish,  to  the  glory  of  God  and  the  edification  of  the  Church  ? 

It  will  be  alleged  that  this  state  of  things  is  compelled,  in  the 
circumstances,  as  the  inexorable  result  of  the  conscientious 
principles  of  the  dominant  party  in  the  Episcopal  Church.  K 
this  is  so,  there  is  nothing  more  to  be  said  in  the  hope  of 
accommodation.  We  cannot  ask  for  a  sacrifice  of  principle 
We  must  respect,  how  much  soever  we  may  lament  it,  a  schism 
for  conscience'  sake,  in  which  there  is  no  schismatic  spirit,  and 
must  make  up  our  minds  to  the  suspension  of  all  religious 
intercourse  and  common  worship  between  Protestant  Epis- 
copalians and  the  rest  of  the  Church  Catholic,  imputing  it  to 
their  principles  and  not  to  themselves,  and  viewing  it  as  the 
reduction  of  those  principles  ad  abmrdum. 
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But  is  such  non-interoourse  necessarily  a  matter  of  principle  ? 
Is  there  no  possible  modus  vivendi  according  to  which  the 
American  Episcopalians  in  one  of  these  transatlantic  colonies 
may  without  sin  join  in  common  worship  with  their  fellow- 
Christians  of  the  same  country  and  language  ?  It  seems  to  me 
that  the  inquiry  has  never  been  thoroughly  and  candidly  made, 
unless,  peradventure,  it  has  been  made  in  your  recent  volume 
entitled  '*Apollos."  The  attempts  at  solving  it  seem  to  me 
to  have  been  made  with  no  adequate  understanding  of  the  dif- 
ferences involved,  or  else  with  no  respect  for  them.  Permit 
me  to  say  for  myself)  in  apology  for  this  new  Eirenikon,  that  I 
have  no  disrespect  even  for  the  exclusivism  of  High  Church 
Episcopalians.  I  regard  it  as  the  only  effective  practical  pro- 
test extant  against  the  prevailing  *'  evangelical"  heresy  that  the 
normal  state  of  the  Church  universal  is  schism ;  that  sects  are 
a  good  thing,  so  that  the  more  sects  you  can  have  (within  rea- 
sonable limits)  the  better ;  and  that  the  Holy  Catholic  Church, 
the  communion  of  saints,  consists  properly  of  a  series  of  stren- 
uously competing  denominations,  maintaining  diplomatic  rela- 
tions and  exchange  of  pulpits ;  *'  sinking  their  differences"  in  a 
Tract  Society  that  agrees  to  be  mum  on  all  controverted  points ; 
and  meeting  occasionally  in  an  ^'  Alliance."  So  long  as  this 
continues  to  be  the  highest  prevalent  conception  of  Christian 
fellowship,  we  need  the  protest  of  High  Churchism,  in  its  most 
uncompromising  form,  in  favor  of  the  organic  unity  of  the 
Christian  Church.  I  would  not  have  that  protest  made  one 
whit  less  effective.  I  do  not  believe  that  a  protest  against 
schism  is  less  effective  for  not  being  made  in  a  schismatic  spirit. 
I  do  not  believe  that  the  usefulness  or  the  dignity  of  the  Epis- 
copal Church  (as  represented  in  its  dominant  party)  would  be 
in  the  least  impaired  by  its  asserting  its  principles  courteously 
and  affectionately  towards  other  Christians,  with  some  expres- 
sion of  regret  when  difference  of  principle  seems  to  involve  the 
necessity  of  separation  ;  and  by  its  doing  its  best  to  free  itself 
from  the  reproach  of  being  the  most  pushing,  elbowing,  scram- 
bling, and  unscrupulous  of  all  the  secta  I  believe  that  its  best 
mission,  that  of  asserting  the  necessity  of  appointed  forms  of 
permanent  Christian  fellowship,  can  be  fulfilled  in  such  wise  as 
not  to  offend  the  spirit  of  Christian  fellowship.     I  have  often 
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found  much  of  the  poetry  and  theory  of  Christian  communion 
among  Episcopalians,  and  often  a  great  deal  more  of  the  practi- 
cal spirit  among  non-Episcopalians.  The  former  have  so  wor- 
thy a  desire  for  fellowship  with  the  Church  of  the  Fourth  Cen- 
tury that  they  are  ready,  for  the  sake  of  it,  to  live  in  practical 
isolation  from  the  actual  Church  of  the  Nineteenth  Century. 
They  are  so  earnestly  (though  hitherto  vainly)  desirous  to  open 
some  special  relations  of  communion  with  Old  Catholics,  or 
Greeks,  or  Armenians,  three  or  four  thousand  miles  away,  that 
they  tear  themselves  asunder  with  alacrity  from  their  own  fel- 
low-countrymen and  fellow-Protestanta 

The  things  which  hinder  Episcopalians  from  common  wor- 
ship with  their  fellow-Christians  generally,  may  be  summed 
up  under  three  heads :  1.  Conditions  of  Communion.  2.  Rit- 
ual    8.  Authority  of  the  Ministry. 

1.  In  respect  to  the  conditions  of  communion,  the  only  thing 
of  the  nature  of  a  principle  that  need  be  waived  by  Episco- 
palians is  waived  already,  in  their  actual  practice.  I  refer  to 
that  expressed  in  the  rubric  at  the  end  of  the  Confirmation- 
service,  to  the  effect  that  '*  there  shall  none  be  admitted  to  the 
holy  Communion  until  such  time  as  he  be  confirmed,  or  be 
ready  and  desirous  to  be  confirmed.'*  The  effect  of  this  rubric, 
if  followed,  would  be  to  make  the  Episcopal  Church  a  close- 
communion  corporation,  like  the  American  Baptists.  By  a 
happy  inconsistency,  which  shows  how  easy  it  is  to  find  a  way 
through  a  rule,  if  there  is  only  a  will,  this  rubric  is  commonly, 
not  to  say  generally,  set  aside  whenever  it  is  found  to 
work  inconveniently.  On  the  other  hand,  the  pernicious 
use  of  formularies  of  dogma  as  a  ritual  for  receiving  can- 
didates for  the  Lord's  Supper,  which  has  spread  from  the 
Congregationalists  into  so  many  of  the  Evangelical  commu- 
nions of  America,  is  practically  abandoned  by  them  whenever 
occasion  requires. 

2.  The  subject  of  ritual  might  seem  to  be  one  of  great  diffi- 
culty. If  Episcopalians  can  not  agree  about  it  among  them- 
selves, how  can  they  hope  to  agree  with  the  rest  of  the  Church  ? 
But  I  believe  that  practically  there  is  no  serious  difficulty  about 
it  There  was  once  a  difference  of  principle  between  the  par- 
ties.    That  was  when  it  was  held  by  all  Puritan  churches 
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that  human  compositions  in  divine  worship  were  forbidden. 
The  contest  over  this  tenet  was  fought  out  for  American  Chris- 
tendom a  hundred  years  ago,  on  the  question  of  using  Watts' 
Hymns.  It  lingers  among  us  to-day  only  in  a  dwindling  sect  of 
Scotchmen,  and  in  a  few  feeble  minds  which  are  capable  of 
believing  that  what  is  tolerable  and  even  edifying  in  verse, 
becomes  an  offense  in  prose. 

On  the  other  hand,  is  there  anything  of  the  nature  ot principle 
to  forbid  Episcopalians  from  joining  in  worship  otherwise  than 
in  their  own  forms  ?  A  canon  (i,  20)  indeed  forbids  Episcopal 
ministers  ever  to  preach  or  to  conduct  worship  except  with  the  use 
of  the  Common  Prayer  without  interpolation.  But  it  does  not 
appear  that  even  the  letter  of  this  regulation,  far  less  anything 
worthy  to  be  called  a  principle,  forbids  the  use  of  other  acts  of 
worship  after  the  "  Common  Prayer"  is  ended.  The  only  thing 
which  excludes  these,  is  the  excessive  length  of  the  three  ser- 
vices in  one  which  are  prescribed  for  every  Lord's  Day ;  and 
the  ingenuity  of  Episcopalian  ministers  has  not  been  employed 
in  vain  in  discovering  ways  of  keeping  the  law  and  shortening 
the  service  at  the  same  time.  Doubtless  there  are  Episco- 
palians who  without  due  reflection  have  adopted  the  notion 
that  the  Prayer-Book,  as  they  have  become  accustomed  to  it, 
together  with  the  pattern  of  a  black  and  white  gown,  was 
showed  to  Moses  in  the  mount  But  happily,  in  the  case  of 
congregations  of  Americans  abroad,  it  is  not  with  minds  of  this 
class  that  one  has  chiefly  to  do.  The  traveled  or  traveling  Chris- 
tian is  ordinarily  of  a  more  liberal  mind  than  the  average 
domestic  parishioner.  Christians  of  the  non-liturgical  denomina- 
tions have  shown  a  cordial  disposition  to  use  liturgical  forms, 
not,  as  I  think,  from  a  mere  willingness  to  humor  the  prefer- 
ences of  others,  but  in  part  from  a  hearty  appreciation  of  the 
good  that  is  to  be  found  in  such  means  of  worship.  Tt  is  not 
too  much  to  hope  that,  in  assemblies  for  common  worship 
with  other  Christians,  Episcopalians,  although  trained  habitu- 
ally to  look  too  exclusively  on  their  own  things,  and  not  on 
the  things  of  others,  might  learn  to  appreciate  what  it  is  in 
other  modes  of  worship  which  so  holds  the  affection  of  the  vast 
majority  of  American  Christians,  including  multitudes  of  those 
honored  for  the  highest  culture,  the  deepest  learning,  the  most 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1874.]  Is  Schism  a  Necessity  t  245 

fervid  anH  apostolic  piety.  I  do  not  believe  that  any  wider 
modifications  of  the  Prayer-Book  order  of  worship  would  be 
needed  to  unite  the  prayers  and  praises  of  the  great  multitude 
of  American  Christian  travelers  or  sojourners  in  Europe,  as 
they  find  themselves  together  for  a  longer  or  shorter  time,  than 
such  modifications  as  are  already  allowed  and  practiced  in  Epis- 
copalian congregations,  together  with  such  as  you  would  your- 
self acknowledge  to  be  desirable  for  their  own  sake,  or  in  view 
of  the  peculiar  circumstances  and  character  of  the  congrega- 
tions, to  be  provided  .for.  What  these  might  be  I  will  indicate 
by-and-by. 

3.  We  come  now  to  the  only  real  difficulty  in  the  case.  It 
is,  of  course,  the  claim,  made  in  behalf  of  episcopally-ordained 
ministers,  of  exclusive  authority  to  administer  the  word  and 
sacraments  of  the  New  Testament  This  difficulty  is  real  and 
great  It  is  not  to  be  evaded  by  pretending  not  to  see  it,  or  by 
treating  it  otherwise  than  as  a  serious  and  conscientious  con- 
viction in  the  minds  of  many  by  whom  it  is  alleged.  Not  the 
slightest  progress  towards  the  solution  of  it  is  made  by  means  of 
occasional  departures  from  the  ordinary  Episcopalian  usage  on 
this  point  by  persons  who  do  not  feel  the  difficulty  in  their  own 
minds.  But  there  is  certainly  no  hope  of  solving  it  by  the  pro- 
cess of  persuading  American  Christians  generally  to  agree  in 
putting  any  kind  of  slight  or  afi^ront  upon  the  great  body  of  the 
most  beloved  and  honored  of  American  ministers  of  the  gospel, 
and  to  enter  into  arrangements  by  which  they  are  to  be  forbid- 
den to  minister  in  the  congregations  of  their  fellow-countrymen 
abroad.  The  successful  reconciliation  must  guard  from  infrac- 
tion the  principles  held  by  many  Episcopalians,  without  exclud- 
ing from  a  share  in  the  services  of  these  mingled  congregations 
of  sojourners  the  approved  ministers  of  other  denominations. 
Such  a  reconciliation,  if  only  there  is  a  will  for  it,  is  not  impos- 
sible. 

There  are  two  suggestions,  familiar  already  to  thoughtful 
minds  in  the  Episcopal  Church,  which  bear  upon  the  problem  : 
(1)  That  the  functions  of  teaching  and  leading  the  worship  of 
Christian  assemblies  is  not  necessarily  a  peculium  of  the  priest- 
hood (2)  That  it  may  be  possible  to  confer  the  authority  im- 
plied in  Episcopal  ordination  upon  ministers  of  other  commu- 
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nions.  I  may  add  to  these  (8)  that  it  might  be  possible  for 
ministers  of  other  commuaions,  in  some  circumstances,  to  accept 
episcopal  ordination,  becoming  loyally  responsible  to  the 
bishop  for  all  such  acts  as  they  should  perform  by  virtue  of  it, 
if  they  were  not  thereby  to  be  cut  oflF  from  the  general  fellow- 
ship of  the  Christian  ministry ;  and  (4)  that  the  importance, 
especially  in  these  foreign  congregations,  of  having  some  better 
guard  against  the  intrusion  of  unfit  persons  into  sacred  func- 
tions than  is  aflForded  by  the  ordinary  constitution  of  a  *' Union 
Church  "  would  be  cordially  appreciated  by  wise  men  of  all 
the  uniting  confessions,  and  most  of  all,  I  venture  to  say,  by  the 
foreign  chaplains  themselves. 

To  bring  all  this  down  to  practical  details,  let  us  take  the 
case  of  this  little  Community  of  American  Christians  in  Geneva 
which  it  is  proposed  to  split  into  two  fragments,  competing, 
striving,  advertising,  bragging,  quarreling, — for  it  is  not  easy  to 
have  two  churches,  in  a  community  which  is  barely  large 
enough  for  one,  without  these  results.  Let  me  sketch  the  out- 
line of  a  practicable  union  among  them  which  would  involve 
no  sacrifice  of  principle. 

1.  Let  there  be  no  "organizing  of  a  church,"  according  to  a 
practice  very  commonly  followed.  This  useless  procedure 
raises  a  great  many  questions  which  need  not  be  raised  at  all — 
questions  both  dogmatic  and  ecclesiastical  All  that  is  needful, 
practically,  is  a  house  of  worship  and  a  pastor  for  this  group 
of  travelers  and  sojourners.  The  effort  to  bring  the  various 
Christians  together  for  common  worship  will  be  all  the  more 
finiitful  if  it  is  contented  with  this  one  object,  and  seeks  for 
nothing  beside,  except  what  comes  freely  of  itself.  It  is  enough, 
to  begin  with,  that  the  congregation  of  believers  meet  every 
Lord's  day  for  the  worship  of  God  and  the  hearing  of  his  gospel. 
If  that  is  all  that  they  can  agree  upon,  let  us  be  thankful  for  so 
much  as  that  It  is  not  a  small  thing  that  they  should  look 
one  another  in  the  face  as  fellow-Christians,  and  join  their  voices 
in  common  praise  and  prayer.  If  for  all  the  rest  they  must 
separate — ^if  the  old  painful  experience  of  the  Church  through 
all  the  ages  of  its  captivity  must  be  renewed,  and  that  rite 
which  should  have  expressed  the  general  fellowship  of  the 
Church — its  holy  communion — must  needs  be  used  again  as 
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the  occasion  and  symbol  of  its  dissensions — ^if  when  all  the  rest 
oome  with  one  accord  into  one  place  to  eat  the  Lord's  Supper, 
Episcopalians  and  Baptists  must  for  conscience'  sake  refrain, 
and  assemble  for  their  separate  rite, — then  let  us  be  thankful 
for  so  much  of  fellowship  as  we  can  attain  unto,  and  greatly 
honor  the  conscientious  fidelity  which,  having  gladly  conceded 
all  it  can  to  Christian  love,  pauses  where  it  must  in  obedience 
to  Christian  duty. 

If  a  way  be  found  by  which  the  fellow -worshipers  can  also, 
with  a  safe  conscience,  be  fellow-communicants,  there  need  be 
no  provision  or  local  rule  for  "admitting  to  the  church"  by 
public  rite.  If  penitent  believers  be  invited,  any  penitent  be- 
liever may  come  to  the  Lord's  tabla  And  nothing  need  hinder 
any  new  communicant  from  seeking  preparatory  counsel  from 
ministers  of  his  own  preference,  or  confirmation  from  a  bishop* 
when  opportunity  should  oflFer. 

All  subordinate  organization — for  Sunday  school,  for  charita- 
ble work,  etc. ;  might  be  left  to  grow  up  of  itself,  providing- 
perfect  freedom  and  every  facility  for  division  whenever  it  was 
found  difficult  to  work  together.  With  such  freedom,  divisions 
would  rarely  occur,  and  when  they  did  occur  would  not  neces- 
sarily involve  a  general  split  of  the  whole  community. 

2.  In  the  matter  of  Bitual,  something  would  have  to  be  con- 
ceded by  Episcopalians,  I  do  not  say  to  the  prejudice  or  pref- 
erence, but  to  the  conscience  of  Christians  generally.  As  a  mat- 
ter of  conscience,  these  'Wbuld  not  ordinarily  be  contented  with 
forms  which,  compiled  in  an  age  before  the  awakening  of  the- 
missionary  spirit  among  Protestants,  make  no  adequate  provision: 
for  prayer  for  the  extension  of  the  Church,  and  the  conversion, 
of  the  world  to  Christ;  and  which  interdict  the  congregation 
from  "praying  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  that  he  would  send  forth 
laborers  into  his  harvest"  I  do  not  think  that  they  would  do* 
right  to  be  satisfied  without  the  privil^e  of  praying  for  the: 
supreme  civil  authority  of  their  own  country.  The  mistake- 
made  by  the  American  editors  of  the  Common  Prayer,  of  sub- 
stituting for  the  prayer  for  the  King  a  prayer  for  the  President, 
as  if  that  were  equivalent,  would  have  to  be  rectified  in  some 
way.  For  especially  at  those  times  of  solemn  election  at  which 
the  power  delegated  for  awhile  to  temporary  functionaries  re- 
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verts  to  the  hands  of  the  supreme  People,  and  great  issues,  in- 
volving even  the  interests  of  the  kingdom  of  Christ,  may  be 
hanging  upon  their  imperial  decision,  the  conscience  of  a  Chris- 
tian citizen  craves  the  privilege  of  praying,  according  to  the 
spirit  of  the  apostle's  injunction,  for  the  People  "  as  supreme, 
as  well  as  for  presidents  and  governors  who  are  sent  by  "  the 
People^  I  might  cite  another  instance  of  the  need  of  larger  lib- 
erty of  prayer,— I  mean  the  case  of  times  of  financial  anxiety 
and  distress,  which  are  to  modem  society  what  drought  and 
famine  were  to  the  old  world.  But  for  all  these  and  other  like 
cases  no  other  provision  would  perhaps  be  necessary  than  such 
a  provision  for  feme,  as  is  already  available  even  under  the 
strictest  letter  of  your  law. 

The  principal  change  necessary  in  order  to  give  full  scope  to 
all  needful  accommodation,  is  that  already  authorized  by  a 
multitude  of  precedents  in  the  Episcopal  Church,  both  Ameri- 
can and  English, — to  have  the  Litany,  or  the  Ante-communion 
service,  or  both,  at  a  different  hour  from  the  Morning  Prayer 
and  Sermon. 

Some  changes  would  commend  themselves,  I  am  sure,  to  your 
own  mind,  as  desirable  in  view  either  of  i\i^  fitu^tuating  charac- 
ter, or  of  the  mioced  character  of  such  a  congregation. 

For  instance,  in  a  fluctuating  congregation,  the  compensating 
:ad  vantages  of  a  systematic  lectionary,  which  gives  to  a  stable 
<company  of  regular  church-goers  the  substance  of  the  Bible  in 
the  course  of  a  year's  morning  and  erening  lessons,  entirely 
-disappear,  leaving  only  the  serious  inconveniences  of  it  Fur- 
thermore, in  a  community  in  which  (as  often  in  these  American 
communities  in  Europe)  more  than  one  formal  service  on  the 
Lord's  day  may  seem  inexpedient,  it  would  be  mere  servitude 
to  some  people's  usage  to  take  half  the  psalms  in  the  Psalter 
at  hap-hazard,  and  read  these  to  the  exclusion  of  the  others. 
It  would  be  equally  "  decent  and  in  order  "  and  much  more  **  to 
the  edification  "  of  all  parties,  in  the  circumstances,  to  leave  the 
selection  of  lessons  and  of  psalms  to  the  discretion  of  the  min- 
ister. 

And  so  in  view  of  the  mioced  character  of  the  congregation, 
could  the  highest  "  churchmanship  "  imagine  a  reason  why  the 
Psalter  should  be  read  in  the  quaint  old  *'  Bishops'  Bible  "  ver- 
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sion,  familiar  only  to  Episcopalians,  instead  of  in  the  version 
which  is  both  familiar  and  dear,  to  all  English-speaking  Chris- 
tians ? — or  why  it  should  be  read  in  alternate  verses,  instead  of 
in  responsive  parallelisms?  Or  is  there  any  divine  authority 
in  the  new  Hymnal  of  the  Episcopal  Church  which  would  make 
it  binding  on  a  congregation  made  up  in  large  part  of  members 
of  other  communions,  in  case  that  congregation,  on  the  whole, 
should  find  it  too  great  a  departure  from  their  customary 
hymnody  ? 

These  are  some  of  the  amendments  which  suggest  themselves 
when  the  question  is  how  to  adapt  the  Anglo-American  order 
of  worship  to  the  best  edification  of  such  a  mixed  and  fluctua- 
ting congregation  as  that  of  an  American  colony  in  Europe. 
They  are  certainly  nothing  very  startling.  If  assented  to  by 
the  proper  authority  in  the  Episcopal  Church,  would  they  sac- 
rifice one  atom  of  principle  held  by  Episcopalians,  or  Jet  go  any 
thing  that  intelligent  Episcopalians  hold  dear?  They  would 
make  barely  difference  enough  to  show  that  the  congregation 
was  not  a  parish  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States ; 
and  this  is  just  the  fact  which  it  would  be  important  to  have 
distinctly  understood,  on  all  hands. 

8.  The  difficulties  growing  out  of  the  claim  of  exclusive  au- 
thority for  episcopally  ordained  ministers  are  of  two  sorts :  they 
relate  either  (1)  to  the  stated  pastorate,  or  (2)  to  occasional 
services.  • 

(1.)  With  a  naivete  which  always  wins  my  affectionate  admir- 
ation, some  Episcopalian  clergymen  suggest  that  the  difficulty 
touching  the  pastorate  may  be  completely  solved  by  always 
giving  that  office  to  an  Episcopalian — "He  is  acceptable  to 
every  one.  you  know,  and  nobody  else  would  be  acceptable  to 
our  people."  I  need  hardly  explain  to  you  why  this  solution 
does  not  strike  all  minds  as  completely  satisfactory. 

A  more  complete  solution  may  be  sought  in  the  suggestion, 
made  long  ago  in  the  Episcopal  Church  apropos  of  a  certain 
**  Memorial,"  and  repeated  almost  importunately  since,  in  behalf 
of  the  Episcopal  Church,  in  the  interest  of  Christian  Union — 
that  the  element  of  apostolic  authority  derived  from  succession 
should  be  introduced  into  the  ordination  of  ministers  of  other 
communions.    In  the  form  in  which  this  was  first  suggested — the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


250  Is  Schism  a  Necessity  f  [April, 

grafting  upon  the  stock  of  the  American  Episcopal  Church  of 
vast  branches,  bigger  than  the  stock  itself — ^it  was  doubtless 
open  to  practical  objections  from  both  sides.  But  to  the  plan 
of  extending  this  oflFer  of  ordination  to  "godly  and  well  learned 
men,"  designated  to  the  exceptional  duty  of  foreign  chaplaincy, 
in  order  that  they  might  be  enabled  to  minister  orderly  and  to 
edification  to  Episcopalian  travelers  and  sojourners,  as  well  as 
to  others,  there  could  be  few  objections  from  your  side  which 
would  not  also  be  objections  to  every  act  of  Christian  comity. 

And  the  difficulties  from  the  other  side,  which  were  obvious 
in  the  case  of  the  ''  Memorial"  proposals,  would  not  prevail  in 
the  present  case  supposed.  It  was  an  unlikely  thing  that  a 
great  religious  body,  like  the  Methodist  Church,  for  instance, 
after  negotiation,  deliberation,  discussion,  and  vote,  should 
come  bending  to  its  little  sister  consenting  to  have  its  ill^iti- 
mate  ministry  validated  by  an  improved  mode  of  ordination. 
But  it  is  not  in  the  least  unlikely  that  individual  clergymen, 
and  those  of  the  highest  worth,  might  gladly  receive  a  special 
ordination  for  a  special  work.  There  are  some  few,  indeed,  who 
hold  to  a  theory  of  apostolical  succession  through  the  presby- 
terial  line,  and  to  these  few  the  proposal  of  an  Episcopal  ordi- 
nation would  seem  like  a  disparagement  of  their  former  commis- 
sion. But  for  my  part,  to  receive  the  benediction  of  one  of 
the  chief  pastors  of  another  communion,  with  his  commission  to 
care  for  members  of  his  own  flock  scattered  abroad,  would  seem 
to  me  no  more  sacrilegious  than  for  Paul  and  Barnabas,  after 
years  of  apostolic  and  prophetic  ministry,  to  receive  the  laying 
on  of  hands  of  their  brethren  when  sent  to  the  Jews  of  the 
dispersion. 

It  has  never  been  claimed  that  belief  of  the  special  validity 
of  Episcopal  ordination  was  necessary  as  a  condition  of  receiving 
such  ordination. 

Will  you  not  explain  to  me  wherein  consists  the  good  &ith 
of  those  urgent  invitations  and  expostulations  repeated  by  high 
representatives  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  yourself  among  others, 
to  their  brethren  of  other  ministries,  to  remove  the  one  great 
hindrance  to  Christian  Union  by  accepting  the  free  gift  of  the 
laying  on  of  apostolic  hands,  which  would  make  it  right  in  con- 
science to  recognize  them  as  belonging  to  the  true  ministry  of 
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Christ's  Church  ?  I  am  persuaded  that  there  was  an  honest 
meaning  in  it,  as  in  everything  that  I  hear  or  road  from  you. 
It  is  impossible  to  think  that  all  that  was  intended  in  that  affec- 
tionate appeal  in  behalf  of  Christian  Union  was  simply  an  invi- 
tation to  come  out  of  Babylon,  pass  a  year's  quarantine,  and 
then  reappear  as  one  of  the  "  inferior  clergy"  in  search  of  an 
Episcopal  parish.  I  am  bound  to  presume  that  it  contemplated 
some  way  in  which  one  could  share  the  fellowship  of  the  min- 
istry of  the  Episcopal  Church  without  renouncing  that  of  the 
Church  Catholic. 

I  would  fidl  back  on  this  for  a  solution  of  the  difficulty.  Let 
the  person  designated  as  pastor  of  a  foreign  American  congre- 
gation, when  he  happens  to  be  of  some  other  ministry  than  that 
of  the  Episcopal  Church,  on  giving  satisfactory  evidence  of  his 
fitness,  and  satisfactory  evidence  that  his  special  commission 
will  be  exercised  in  a  generous  and  loyal  spirit,  be  ordained — 
be  reordained,  if  you  like  (the  word  need  not  scare  any  one) — 
to  his  special  mission  to  the  Episcopalian  part  of  his  flock. 

(2.)  The  difficulty  which  relates  to  the  occasional  services  of 
ministers  of  various  Christian  confessions,  who  from  time  to 
time  may  be  sojourners  at  the  place  of  the  chaplaincy,  is  one 
not  less  important  than  that  which  relates  to  the  pastorate.  To 
you  it  is  not  necessary  to  explain  the  importance  of  it  No  man 
feels  it  more  distinctly.  But  I  have  no  doubt  that  there  are 
those  in  your  denomination  who  in  all  simplicity  and  sincerity 
fail  to  understand  why  any  should  refuse  to  be  satisfied  with 
an  arrangement  on  this  basis :  that  the  Reverend  Mr.  Cream 
Cheese,  stopping  over  upon  the  grand  tour,  should  be  recognized 
as  a  clergyman,  and  that  the  most  illustrious  saints  and  teachers 
of  the  American  Church — ^a  Stoddard  or  a  Schauffler  on  hid 
return  from  apostolic  toils  and  triumphs  in  the  mission-field,  a 
Woolsey,  or  a  Hodge,  a  Simpson  or  a  John  Hall,  rich  from 
the  exploration  of  Christian  truth,  or  glowing  with  the  joy  of 
successful  preaching — should  be  required  to  sit  dumb,  as  not 
being  validly  ordained.  If  there  be  such,  they  ought  to  b^ 
made  to  understand  that,  even  if  it  were  an  easy  and  graceful 
thing  for  their  Christian  brethren  to  repudiate  beloved  and  ven- 
erated preachers  of  the  Gospel  for  others  just  as  good,  th^ 
actual  question  would  be  on  repudiating  them  for  others  ad- 
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mitted  to  be  inferior.  For  on  this  point,  although  I  purposely 
refrain  from  pressing  it  invidiously,  I  suppose  that  there  is 
really  no  douot  whatever.  It  was  remarked  on  to  me,  not  long 
ago,  with  great  emphasis  by  each  of  two  of  the  most  eminent 
dignitaries  of  the  Church  of  England.  The  importance  of  this 
question,  then,  is  clear.  Happily,  the  solution  of  it  is  not  far 
to  seek.     It  lies  in  recognizdng  these  two  points : 

First:  That  ordination  to  office  in  one  church  does  not  make 
a  man  minister  of  another  church.  Our  principles  do  not  differ 
with  regard  to  this.  When  you  and  I  were  neighbor  pastors  in 
New  York  and  Brooklyn,  if  I  had  come  into  your  church,  I 
should  have  been  a  layman  there ;  and  if  you  had  come  into 
my  church  you  would  have  been  a  layman  with  us, — only  I 
should  have  been  at  liberty,  in  accordance  with  the  general  and 
graceful  usage  of  American  churches,  to  recognize  your  official 
position  in  another  church  with  acts  of  courtesy  which  you 
would  have  been  forbidden  by  rules  to  reciprocate. 

The  inference  from  this  principle  is  that  no  person,  however 
ordained,  would  have  any  right  to  officiate  in  such  a  congrega- 
tion as  we  are  supposing,  without  being  duly  invited. 

Secondly:  That  the  functions  of  preaching  and  leading  in 
public  worship  are  not  regarded  as  exclusively  priestly  func- 
tions, even  by  those  who  hold  most  strenuously  that  there  is 
such  a  thing  as  a  '^  changeable  priesthood "  in  the  Christian 
Church.  Among  such,  it  is  a  matter  of  rule  and  usage  and 
good  order  that,  in  ordinary  circumstances,  these  functions  be 
discharged  by  those  whom  they  recognize  as  prieste.  But  the 
question  is  how  to  provide,  not  for  ordinary  circumstances,  but 
for  extraordinary ;  and  it  is  very  certain  that  in  the  Episcopal 
Church,  under  the  most  scrupulous  administration,  pei'sons 
having  no  claim  to  sacerdotal  character  are  invited,  when  occa- 
sion requires,  to  address  religious  congregations  and  to  offer 
prayers. 

But  I  do  not  think  that  any  would  desire  that  in  a  congr^a- 
tion  so  peculiarly  situated  the  pulpit-door  should  be  oarelessly 
left  open  to  any  person  presenting  himself  in  a  white  cravat  or 
with  a  claim  to  apostolic  succession.  I  think  it  would  be  found 
a  general  convenience,  in  the  circumstances,  if  it  were  under- 
stood that  the  chaplain^s  general  rule,  on  this  point,  to  be  departed 
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from  only  for  good  I'eaaon,  was  to  invite  into  his  place  only 
persons  furnished  with  recommendations  from  a  Committee  in 
America  in  which  the  government  of  the  Episcopal  Church 
would  naturally  be  represented. 

I  trust  that  I  have  said  enough  to  show  that  no  principle 
stands  in  the  way  of  the  healing  of  such  a  poor,  pitiable  little 
schism  as  the  Episcopal  Church,  through  its  representative  and 
missionary,  has  effected  in  the  American  community  at  Geneva. 
And  yet  I  have  not  written  with  sanguine  hopes  of  a  practical 
result  For  I  fear  that  the  ready  answer  to  all  such  suggestions 
will  be — must  be,  perhaps — a  non  possuimis  ;  that  the  Episco- 
pal Church,  and  each  of  its  bishops  and  ministers,  are  so  bound 
by  rules  to  one  narrow  and  invariable  method  of  operation,  that 
with  the  best  will  in  the  world  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  de- 
part from  it.  I  am  afraid  this  is  so.  I  am  afraid  that  the  dom- 
inant party  in  the  Church  has  bound  itself  as  under  a  doom  to 
hold  its  "  high  "  pretensions  in  connection  with  a  policy  which 
impeaches  them  of  holding  those  pretensions,  I  will  not  say 
with  conscious  insincerity,  but  with  dubious  conviction  and 
palpable  unfaithfulness.  For  "  high "  principles  can  not  be 
held  in  righteousness,  except  in  connection  with  a  broad  policy. 
The  claim  to  be  the  one  Catholic  Church  for  America,  to  which 
the  allegiance  of  every  baptized  American  is  due,  implies  the 
duty  of  putting  no  wanton  or  arbitrary  hindrance  in  the  way  of 
such  allegiance.  The  pretension  to  be  trustees  of  a  grand  de- 
posit of  sacramental  grace,  on  which  the  salvation  of  the  souls 
of  the  whole  people  largely  depends,  carries  with  it  aii  awful 
responsibility  for  making  this  grace  freely  accessible  to  all, — 
for  opening  conduits  in  all  directions,  that  it  may  flow  forth 
without  hindrance  to  every  soul  that  will  receive  it  The 
"Evangelical,"  who  holds  that  there  is  a  legitimate  way  to 
heaven  through  the  Presbyterian  or  Methodist  Church,  and 
that  no  one  is  bound  to  be  an  Episcopalian  unless  he  prefers  it, 
might  innocently  enough  insist  on  rigid  and  narrow  laws  within 
his  church  concerning  non-essential  matters, — that  there  shall 
be  one  set  of  prayers,  one  hymn-book,  one  cut  of  gown,  one 
code  of  dogma,  one  school  of  preachers — ^and  that  those  who 
do  not  like  these  may  seek  some  other  fold.  But  the  High- 
Churchman,  who  believes  that  there  is  no  true  fold  but  his  pin- 
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fold,  can  DOt  act  thus  without  condemning  himself  of  horrible 
sin,  against  God  and  against  humanity.  And  yet  it  is  thus  that 
he  does  act — ^for  it  is  he  who  controls  the  policy  and  makes  the 
laws  of  his  ChurcL  He  calls  to  all  his  fellow-countrymen  to 
come  into  the  ark  of  safety,  but  stands  himself  in  the  door- way 
to  see  to  it  that  none  get  in  except  on  condition  of  conforming 
to  his  own  notions  of  etiquette.  Of  all  the  religious  bodies 
that  claim  to  be  nothing  but  parts  of  the  Church,  do  you  know 
of  any  which  pursues  a  policy  so  rigidly  narrow  with  regard  to 
mere  circumstantials  and  non-essentials  as  that  body  which 
claims  to  be  itself  the  Church  Catholic  for  the  United  States? 

It  would  be  wrong  to  infer  from  this  policy  that  the  notions 
with  which  it  is  associated  are  held  insincerely.  But  it  can  not 
be  unjust  to  infer  that  they  are  not  held,  in  general,  with  any 
great  depth  or  thoroughness  of  conviction. 

And  after  all,  is  the  divisive,  schismatic  course  so  often  pur- 
sued in  the  name  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  really  a  matter  of 
principle  at  all  ?  Is  it  a  sort  of  thing  that  is  amenable  to  seri- 
ous argument  ?  Is  there  not  reasonable  ground  to  fear  that  the 
course  of  action  in  that  Church  has  been  controlled,  to  an  extent 
ol'  which  its  best  men  have  been  unconscious,  by  a  very  differ- 
ent class  of  people,  whose  influence  tends  to  of>pose  any  acts 
of  accommodation  or  courtesy  towards  other  Christians,  how- 
ever wise  or  right  These  are  people  who  have  a  keen  relish 
for  schism  for  its  own  sake.  They  like  a  select  and  exclusive 
church,  and  are  willing  to  pay  smartly  for  it,  much  in  the  same 
way  in  which  they  like  a  flrst-class  car  on  a  German  railroad — 
not  because  it  is  any  better  or  more  respectable  than  the  second 
class  car,  but  because  it  keeps  somebody  else  out,  and  so  inspires 
in  the  person  within  a  transient  but  pleasing  sense  of  being  a 
distinguished  individual.  It  is  from  this  class  of  our  fellow- 
citizens  (they  abound  in  Europe)  that  we  hear  the  frequent 
longing  for  established  class  distinctions  in  American  society — 
a  lont^ing  not  unmixed  with  happy  and  assured  convictions  as 
to  the  grade  to  which,  in  that  case,  one  would  find  one's  self 
assigned.  To  such  aspiring  souls  the  distinctive  privil^e  of 
being  a  fellow-communicant  with  my  lord  Tomnoddy,  and  of 
having  a  minute  but  indefeasible  personal  interest  in  the  arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury,  brings  tender  feelings  of  gratitude  for  the 
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mercy  that  has  so  lifted  them  up,  at  least  on  Sundays,  above 
the  common  lot  of  their  fellow-republicans.  Is  there  not  rea- 
sonable ground  to  fear  that  there  are  enough  of  such  people 
in  the  Episcopal  Church  to  have  insensibly  affected  its  policy, 
and  in  some  instances  to  have  effected  schisms  for  vanity's  sake, 
or  for  schism's  own  sake,  that  never  would  have  been  begun 
for  the  sake  of  any  serious  principle.  If  there  be  a  dispropor- 
tionately large  element  of  this  sort  in  the  Episcopal  Church,  I 
am  well  aware  that  the  shame  and  blame  of  it  must  be  borne 
in  part  by  other  denominations,  from  whose  fold  they  have  in 
many  cases  come  forth.  But  I  am  unwilling  to  think  that  such 
feelings  can  be  allowed  to  hold  any  lasting  influence  upon  the 
policy  of  a  considerable  and  respectable  religious  organization. 
I  will  not  believe,  except  under  the  compulsion  of  facts,  that 
the  Episcopal  Church  is  hopelessly  committed  to  the  policy  of 
fomenting  or  maintaining  such  schisms  as  this  which  has  occa- 
sioned the  present  letter. 

If  some  solution  of  the  question  in  hand  could  be  reached, 
it  would  be  a  matter  of  great  satisfaction  and  joy  to  the  multi- 
tude of  Christians  of  every  name  in  America.  It  would  confer 
vast  additional  power  on  the  growing  influence  of  American 
Christianity  in  Europe.  But  can  there  be  a  doubt  that  the 
chief  gainer  would  be  the  Episcopal  Church  itself?  In  one 
view  it  woidd  be  a  loser.  These  mingled  congregations  of 
American  travelers  and  sojourners  could  not  be  added  up  into 
the  statistics  of  sectarian  growth.  They  could  not  be  used  as 
proselyting  traps  to  catch  wayfarers.  They  would  afford  no 
opportunity  either  to  priest  or  to  people  of  the  Episcopalian  sort 
for  loftily  making-believe  that  there  are  no  other  sorts  of  Chris- 
tians in  the  world.  There  are  minds  doubtless  to  whom  these 
will  be  fatal  objections.  But  over  against  these  might  be  set 
the  blessings,  both  to  the  heart  and  to  the  intellect,  which  spring 
from  **the  communion  of  saints."  It  is  impossible  to  read  a 
"  Church"  newspaper,  or  frequent  the  conversation  of  "  Church" 
circles  in  America,  without  feeling  how  hungrily  that  whole 
region  of  religious  society  needs  to  be  liberalized  by  some  actual 
fellowship  with  the  Church  universal  I  do  not  doubt  that  you 
feel  it  more  deeply  than  1  do.  The  adjustment  of  terms  of 
agi-eement  for  common  worship  among  Christian  travelers  abroad 
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would  be  a  safe  and  practicable  beginning  of  such  fellowship ; 
and  from  this  beginning  what  good  things  might  possibly  grow  ? 

Do  not  think  me  insincere  in  arguing  for  the  good  of  the 
Episcopal  Church.  Among  its  members  and  especially  in  its 
ministry  are  some  of  my  most  cherished  friends.  For  my 
brethren  and  my  companions*  sakes,  may  peace  be  within  its 
walls.  Because  of  the  house  of  the  Lord  our  God,  I  will  seek 
its  good. 

I  do  not  speak  as  representing  any  party.  For  some  years 
it  has  been  my  fixed  purpose  to  belong  to  no  sect,  and  not  to  be 
counted  on  either  side  in  a  schism.  I  come  with  my  family  to 
reside  near  this  venerable  city,  and  find  that  the  congregation 
which  should  have  been  our  spiritual  home  has  been  desolated 
by  this  wanton  schism.  There  is  nothing  for  me  to  do  but  to 
show,  with  every  opportunity,  that  I  count  my  brethren  on  both 
sides,  and  that  my  paramount  love  and  allegiance  is  due  to  the 
whole  and  not  to  either  fragment ;  to  pray  lor  the  peace  of  Jeru- 
salem ;  and  at  the  same  time  to  send  forth  this  appeal  to  the 
quarter  in  which  I  am  sure  of  a  sympathetic  hearing,  and  from 
which  I  do  not  despair  of  an  influential  response.  Perhaps  it 
will  be  deemed  too  late  to  heal  this  "  hurt  of  Zion."  Perhaps 
the  mischief  will  have  to  go  on  aggravating  itself  with  time, 
and  be  perpetuated  and  displayed  in  stone  as  a  monumental 
scandrJ  of  American  Christianity  before  the  annual  throng  of 
European  travelers.  Perhaps  there  will  have  to  be  a  race  and 
scuffie  of  sects  for  the  first  foothold  in  the  various  frequented 
capitals  of  Europe,  and  a  repetition  of  this  edifying  exhibition 
before  the  scorn  of  a  wider  audience.  But  I  do  npt  believe  you 
will  suffer  it  to  be  by  your  fault ;  and  I  know  it  will  not  be  by 
mine.     I  have  delivered  my  soul. 

Fraternally  and  truly  yours, 

Leonard  Woolsey  Bagon. 

Petit  Saoonnez,  Qeneva,      ) 
December  10,  1873.         ) 
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Aeticle  m.— the  emotions  in  music. 

Writebs  upon  psychology  have  hitherto  somewhat  neglected 
the  subject  of  emotion.  The  problem  of  knowledge  has  occu- 
pied their  attention,  almost  to  the  exclusion  of  the  problem  of 
feeling.  How  we  know,  is  a  more  important  inquiry  than  how 
we  feel ;  and  hence  far  more  has  been  written  upon  the  human 
intellect  than  upon  the  sensibilities  or  even  the  will.  Probably, 
too,  far  more  has  been  written  upon  what  might  be  called  ab- 
stract psychology — upon  the  laws  of  thought,  as  these  laws  must 
rule  the  mental  operations  of  all  intelligent  beings — than  upon 
what  we  may  call  concrete  psychology — or  the  science  of  mind 
as  known  to  us,  dwelling  in  and  manifested  by  a  bodily  organ- 
ism. The  former  might  be  a  very  good  mental  science  for  dis- 
embodied spirits,  but  the  latter  only  could  be  of  any  practical 
use  to  us  in  the  present  stage  of  our  existence.  The  science  of 
the  human  mind,  it  is  evident,  must  be  intimately  connected 
with  the  science  of  the  human  brain,  and  the  human  nervous 
system,  by  which  mind  finds  expression  and  has  the  power  of 
action.  There  is,  indeed,  a  growing  tendency,  among  thinkers 
and  writers  on  these  subjects,  to  study  the  mind  and  the  body 
in  connection,  but  they  generally  fall  into  one  or  the  other  of 
two  opposite  dangers.  One  class  of  thinkers,  absorbed  with  the 
fact  that  the  mind  works  through  the  brain  and  nerves,  forget 
the  part  played  by  the  corporeal  organism,  and  ignore  the  fact 
that,  as  different  tools  do  different  work,  and  different  instru- 
ments produce  different  music,  though  employed  by  the  same 
hand,  so  the  instrument  of  thought  or  of  the  expression  of 
thought  must  necessarily  modify,  in/  some  way,  the  operations 
of  the  mind  inhabiting  and  using  it  Some  of  them  even  go  so 
far  as  to  claim,  explicitly  or  implicitly,  that  the  most  plainly 
corporeal  desires  and  feelings,  such  as  hunger  and  thirst,  or  the 
desire  of  sleep,  or  physical  fear,  or  the  shudder  of  disgust,  per- 
tain to  the  immortal  spirit  of  man.  On  the  other  hand,  another 
class  go  as  far  in  the  opposite  direction,  reducing  all  to  material- 
ism, making  thought  and  feeling  to  be  functions  or  secretions 
of  the  brain,  and  eliminating  the  immortal  part  altogether. 
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It  is  not  the  purpose  of  the  present  Article,  however,  to 
attempt  to  mediate  between  these  two  ways  of  viewing  the  phe- 
nomena of  intelligence  and  feeling,  or  to  try  to  decide  precisely 
at  what  point  matter  ceases  and  mind  begins,  or  vice  versa.  The 
former  will  accomplish  itself.  Materialism  cannot  continue  to 
satisfy  the  human  mind,  for  it  ignores  a  most  important  class  of 
phenomena,  and  hence  is  an  incomplete  philosophy,  therefore 
no  philosophy  at  all.  And  a  psychology,  which  is  applicable 
to  disembodied  spirits  alone,  which  ignores  the  body  and  the 
brain,  cannot  thrive  in  this  age,  so  full  of  material  science,  so 
noted  for  progress  in  physiology.  "  Psychology,"  says  Pres. 
Porter,  "  is  usually  limited  to  the  science  of  the  human  soul,  in 
its  connection  with  the  human  body."  There  can  be  no  doubt 
that  the  two  will  be  more  and  more  studied  in  connection,  and 
their  mutual  relations  investigated.  But  to  lay  down  the  exact 
limits  between  the  influence  of  each  would  seem  to  be  a  prob- 
lem too  difficult  for  human  powers,  and  of  little  or  no  value  in 
itselfi  but  perhaps  one  that  will  be  incidentally  approached,  and 
by  successive  approximations. 

Perhaps  the  time  will  come  when  the  philosophy  of  emotion 
will  be  revised,  and  more  fully  developed,  and  it  will  then  prob- 
ably be  found  that  the  physical  system  has  far  more  to  do  with 
the  emotions  than  with  the  intellectual  powers.  It  is  certainly 
far  easier  to  conceive  that  a  pure  spirit,  without  the  bodily 
machinery  of  expression,  can  think,  reflect,  and  imagine,  than 
that  such  a  spirit  could  feel,  without  the  corporeal  means  of 
impression.  Perception  may  be  an  instantaneous  act  of  the 
mind  acting  through  the  senses,  and  then  the  deductive  powers 
may  be  busy  in  the  matter  for  a  long  time,  until  some  result 
is  reached,  whereupon  the  physical  machinery  must  again  be 
called  upon  to  assist  in  its  expression.  It  may  be  that  light 
will  be  thrown  upon  this  subject  by  the  revival  of  the  old  dis- 
tinction between  the  soul  and  the  spirit 

According  to  this  ancient  and  profound  distinction,  the  soul 
{navxri)^  the  necessary  counterpart  of  the  body  and  intimately 
if  not  inseparably  connected  with  it,  contains  the  principle  of 
animal  life,  and  is  the  seat  of  sense,  feeling,  and  emotion  ;  while 
the  spirit  {Tcveujia),  independent  in  existence,  lofty  in  its  attri- 
butes, using  the  body  as  instrumental  and  subordinate,  is  the 
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seat  of  intellectual  perception,  reflection,  intuition,  and  moral 
will  or  choica  Dr.  Brown-Sequard  has  recently,  in  a  course 
of  lectures  in  Boston,  defended  the  theory,  "  that  there  are  two 
sets,  or  a  double  set,  of  mental  powers  in  the  human  organism, 
or  acting  through  the  human  organism,  essentially  different 
from  each  other.  The  one  may  be  designated  as  ordinary  con- 
scious intelligence ;"  that  is,  he  probably  means,  the  power  of 
sense — ^perception,  emotion,  etc. :  "  the  other  a  superior  power 
*  *  *  which  solves,  sometimes  suddenly,  sometimes  unexpect- 
edly, nay  even  in  sleep,  our  problems  and  perplexities  *  *  * 
acting  through  us,  without  conscious  action  of  our  own."  Prof 
Agassiz,  in  quoting  this  theory,  in  the  words  given  above,  adds 
the  suggestion,  if  we  understand  him  rightly,  that  the  former 
class  of  mental  powers  do  not  differ  in  kind  from  those  of  the 
lower  animals.  Doubtless  these  distinguished  lecturers  bad  in 
mind  some  such  distinction  as  the  ancient  and  scriptural  one 
between  soul  and  spirit  President  Porter,  in  his  work.  The 
Human  Intellect^  says :  "  The  term  soul  originally  signified  the 
principle  of  life  or  motion  in  a  material  organism.  *  *  * 
Traces  of  this  signification  may  be  distinctly  discovered  in  the 
three-fold  division  of  man  into  body,  soul,  and  spirit,  in  which 
the  soul  occupies  the  place  between  the  corporeal  or  material 
part,  and  the  spiritual  or  noetic  *  *  *  When  the  soul  was 
limited  to  man,  and  signified  the  human  soul,  it  came  to  desig- 
nate by  eminence  those  endowments  by  which  man  is  distin- 
guished from  the  animals,  instead  of  denoting,  as  previously, 
those  which  he  has  in  common  with  them."'  There  is  a  debat- 
able land  between  the  soul  and  the  body,  by  whatever  name  it 
may  be  called.  And  whether  we  call  it  the  animal 'soul  or  the 
corporeal  spirit,  or  if  we  divide  it  up  between  the  mind  and  the 
brain,  attributing  some  things  to  the  activity  of  the  one  and 
some  to  that  of  the  other,  it  will  be  found  that  it  is  to  this  de- 
batable region  that  the  emotions  for  the  most  part  belong.  And 
if  the  brain  and  the  mind  were  each  to  claim  its  own,  those 
emotions  which  are  excited  through  the  senses,  by  means  of 
music  for  instance,  would  fall  to  the  share  of  the  physical 
organism. 

It  is  universally  admitted  that  the  emotions,  usually  called 
by  that  name,  such  as  love,  anger,  hatred,  are  complex,  com- 
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prising  mach  which  is  simply  intellectaal,  and  in  no  way  emo- 
tional. Thus  the  perception  of  the  loveliness  or  desirableness 
of  the  object  loved,  the  selfish  desire  to  enjoy  or  possess  it,  and 
the  earnest  purpose  to  satisfy  this  desire,  all  these  are  commonly 
joined  together  with  what  is  properly  called  emotion,  and  the 
whole  complex  state  of  the  mind  is  termed  love.  When  the 
intellectual  element  has  been  eliminated,  what  remains  may 
truly  be  called  emotion,  but  in  this  emotion  itself  there  must 
be  distinguished  two  elements,  one  excited  by ,  the  senses,  by 
the  sight  or  hearing  of  the  object  loved,  a  physical  emotion,  and 
the  other  aroused  by  the  intellectual  perception  of  excellence 
of  character,  or  congeniality  of  tastes,  or  other  lovable  qualities. 
There  is  a  valid  distinction  between  sense-perception  and  intel- 
lectual perception,  or  thought  By  the  first  I  may  see  a  man  ; 
by  the  other  I  may  perceive  some  abstract  relation  in  which  he 
stands, — ^as,  he  is  responsible  for  his  actions,  or,  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Church.  In  like  manner,  emotions  may  be  divided  into 
sense-emotions  and  intellectual  emotiona  A  man  who  sees  a 
stone  falling  down  upon  his  head  is  filled  with  fear,  perhaps 
utterly  paralyzed  by  it  But  this  is  entirely  physical ;  the  intel- 
lect, the  spirit  has  nothing  to  do  with  it  as  is  shown  by  the 
fact  that  a  brute  is  afiected  in  the  same  way.  One  who  hears 
of  an  act  of  injustice  or  cruelty  is  filled  with  indignation,  but 
with  this  feeling  the  physical  organism  has  nothing  to  do ;  it 
is  purely  intellectual.  Using  here  the  beautiful  distinction 
between  soul  and  spirit,  we  may  say  that  each  of  the  senses 
fills  a  double  office ;  in  one  it  is  the  servant  of  the  spirit,  in  the 
other  it  is  a  direct  avenue  to  the  soul,  a  means  by  which  the 
latter  is  subjected  to  emotional  excitement  The  spirit  caunot 
come  into  direct  contact  with  matter,  but  must  have  its  royal 
messengers,  its  servants,  whose  reports  are  expressed  in  lan- 
guage, and  being  passed  upon  by  the  judgment,  may  be  accepted 
or  rejected.  But  the  soul  is  open  to  direct  impression,  and  has 
no  choice  but  to  be  excited  by  that  emotion  whose  appropriate 
cause  is  placed  before  the  sensea 

According  to  the  ordinary  usage  of  language,  we  speak  of  the 
emotions  as  excited  by  music,  or,  by  the  sight  of  beauty,  or  by 
sublimity.  But  if  there  is  any  truth  in  the  above  suggestions, 
it  would  be  more  in  accordance  with  the  true  philosophy  of 
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the  subject  to  speak  of  the  emotion  of  the  ear,  and  that  of  the 
eje,  or,  of  the  aaricalar  emotion  and  the  ocular  emotion.  Music 
has  a  powerful  influence  upon  the  mind,  so  powerful  that  perhaps 
those  who  are  susceptible  to  its  power  are  incapable  of  analyzing 
it,  just  as  an  angry  man  is  prevented  by  the  heat  of  his  passion 
from  observing  the  phenonena  of  his  anger,  so  as  to  describe 
them  afterwards.  But  perhaps  something  may  be  found  out 
by  inquiring  what  experience  any  one  susceptible  to  emotion 
of  music  passes  through  on  being  subjected  to  its  influence. 
Its  plaintive  melodies  and  minor  chords  seem  to  fill  his  very 
soul  with  the  deepest  melancholy.  Despair  and  despondency 
settle  down  upon  his  mind.  A  flood  of  sadness  seems  to  enter 
at  every  avenue  of  his  soul.  His  head  droops,  and  the  tears 
gather  in  his  eyes,  against  his  will,  perhaps  contrary  to  his 
efforts.  But  let  the  air  or  the  harmonies  change,  let  a  quick 
movement  begin,  let  rich  chords  and  stirring  combinations  of 
instruments  be  introduced,  and  his  sadness  and  despair  vanish 
as  quickly  as  they  came,  and  a  singular  exaltation  succeeds. 
The  susceptible  hearer  seems  to  feel  the  music  permeating  every 
tissue  of  his  brain.  His  eyes  flash,  his  head  rises  and  sways  to 
and  fro,  keeping  time  with  the  music  It  is  not  joy,  not  de- 
light ;  it  is  ecstacy.  Now  these  are  evidently  the  two  opposite 
poles  of  the  same  emotion.  One  is  depression  of  the  nerves, 
the  other  is  exaltation ;  and  the  rapidity  and  certainty  of  the 
change  fix>m  one  to  the  other  show,  even  if  consciousness  did 
not  give  the  same  verdict,  that  it  is  not  the  immortal  spirit 
which  is  excited  to  joy,  fear,  sorrow,  courage,  or  despair,  but 
that  these  feelings  are  due  to  the  depression  or  exaltation  of 
the  brain  and  nervous  system  through  the  ear,  by  means  of 
music.  Or,  we  may  express  the  fact  by  saying,  that  it  is  the 
soul,  the  principle  of  animal  life,  which  is  affected  by  music, 
and  not  the  spirit  It  is  also  important  to  notice  in  this  con- 
nection the  fact  that  the  partitions  between  these  different  forms 
of  musical  emotion  are  extremely  thin  ;  how  thin,  is  best  known 
by  those  who  feel  them  most  vividly.  At  the  Boston  Peace 
Jubilee,  when  the  immense  orchestra  and  vast  chorus  burst 
suddenly  into  the  triumphant  notes  of  Luther's  grand  choral 
hymn,  a  man  seated  in  a  prominent  position  in  the  gallery  was 
observed  to  break  into  an  uncontrollable  agony  of  tears.  Many 
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persons  have  experienced  the  same  feeling,  if  they  have  not 
so  yielded  to  it.  An  accomplished  musician  of  our  acquaint- 
ance was  once  challenged  by  a  distinguished* theological  pro- 
fessor to  make  him  weep,  by  the  power  of  music  He  soon 
brought  tears  to  the  professor*s  eyes  by  a  performance  upon  the 
piano,  which  consisted,  in  reality,  of  Yankee  Doodle  in  slow 
tim&  Beyond  this  mere  impression  upon  the  nerves,  most  of 
the  power  of  music  is  derived,  from  association,  and  not  from 
the  music  itself  The  liveliest  national  air  is  solemn  enough  to 
the  exile.  The  plaintive  wailing  of  the  bag-pipes  excites  the 
Scot  to  a  martial  ardor  and  courage.  Yankee  Doodle,  though 
a  British  burlesque,  excites  no  anger,  and,  though  an  utterly 
trivial  air,  excites  no  contempt,  in  any  American  bosom ;  but 
long  association  has  made  it  stirring  and  patriotic.  "  America,'' 
originally  a  Jacobite  tune,  excites  our  patriotic  ardor  now,  quite 
as  well  as  though  it  had  not  been  composed  to  honor  the  exiled 
tyrant  James.  The  Marseillaise  hymn  means  nothing  to  us ;  to 
tiie  Frenchman  it  is  a  frenzied  excitement  These  facts  show 
that  the  principle  of  association  must  be  carefully  eliminated, 
if  we  would  rightly  understand  musical  emotion. 

Another  indication  that  there  is  but  one  emotion  of  music,  is 
found  in  the  fact  that  all  who  are  susceptible  to  music  at  all 
are  affected  by  it  in  the  same  way,  allowance  being  made  for 
whatever  is  the  result  of  association.  All  are  here  on  the  same 
level ;  no  difference  exists,  save  in  degree.  The  person  of  finely 
attuned  and  delicate  ear  and  thorough  musical  culture  is  moved 
to  tears  or  rapture,  while  the  one  of  less  subtle  and  delicate 
auricular  mechanism,  or  less  culture,  is  simply  deeply  moved. 
His  spirits  rise  or  fall  as  the  character  of  the  music  changes ;  the 
same  strange  depression,  the  same  divine-seeming  exaltation, 
the  same  exquisite  pleasure,  are  felt  by  both  persons.  If  one 
feels  music  at  all,  it  must  be  in  the  same  way,  with  difference 
only  in  degree,  according  to  nature  or  education.  Moreover, 
those  whose  susceptibility  has  been  improved  by  education, 
are  conscious  that  their  experiences  in  hearing  music  are  the 
same  in  kind  as  when  their  perceptions  were  childish  or  unedu- 
cated. They  have  gained  in  the  power,  but  more  especially  in 
the  definiteness  of  the  impressions  which  music  makes  upon 
them.    If  it  be  true  that  music  excites  in  the  mind  different 
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emotions  and  different  combinations  of  them,  sarely  the  infinite 
varieties  of  temperament  and  intellect  ought  to  render  the 
effects  various  beyond  all  computation  or  foresight  The  same 
strains  ought  to  excite  one  man  to  anger  and  another  to  grief, 
according  to  the  nature  of  his  mind,  or  his  momentary  previ- 
ous feeling.  But  if  there  is  only  one  emotion  of  music,  it 
would  exist  in  various  degrees  of  force,  delicacy,  and  cultiva- 
tion, but  the  same  in  kind  in  all, — which  we  find  in  fact  to  be 
the  casa  And,  if  this  is  the  true  theory,  we  should  expect  to 
find  some  persons  deprived  altogether  of  this  emotion,  through 
some  physical  defect,  or  some  missing  link  in  the  mysterious 
chain  which  binds  body  and  soul  together.  And  this  too  is 
actually  the  case.  Many  persons  ^'  have  no  ear  for  music"  It 
is  hard  to  believe  that  such  persons  are  created  with  all  the 
emotions  of  their  fellow  men,  but  deprived  of  susceptibility  to 
that  mode  of  exciting  them  which  is  at  once  the  most  powerful, 
pleasureable,  and  beautiful  There  may  be  some  who  never 
love,  some  who  never  hate,  some  who  are  not  revengeful,  but 
none  are  deprived  of  all  passion  or  emotion ;  each  one  has  some 
capability  of  being  excited  by  external  causes.  Par  simpler 
and  more  analogous  with  other  phenomena  is  the  supposition 
that  the  emotions  which  depend  upon  the  senses  form  a  class  by 
themselves,  and  while  each  sense  has  its  own  peculiar  emotion, 
one  or  more  may  be  defective  in  its  physical  or  psychical  ma- 
chinery, so  that  one  man  may  listen  unmoved  to  the  most  ex- 
quisite harmonies,  and  another  may  take  in  with  his  eye  all 
the  beauties  and  sublimities  of  earthly  scenery  with  know- 
ing it 

There  are  some  interesting  &0ts  connected  with  the  execu- 
tion and  composition  of  music  which  are  in  point  here.  The 
wonderful  mechanical  mastery  displayed  by  some  performers 
over  their  instruments,  comes  within  the  province  of  that  curi- 
ous principle  of  the  coordination  of  motions,  which  is  one  of 
the  most  remarkable  discoveries  of  modem  physiology.  For 
example,  when  a  man  walks,  there  come  into  play  a  large  num- 
ber of  independent  muscles.  But  the  man  does  not  will  the 
alternate  flexion  and  contraction  of  each  of  these  muscles  ;  he 
wills  to  walk,  and  this  volition  carries  with  it  all  the  subordi> 
nate  volitions  of  each  separate  muscle.     This  peculiar  power,. 
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called  the  coordination  of  motions,  is  said  by  physiologists  to 
reside  in  a  particular  part  of  the  brain,  the  cerebellum,  and  it 
lies  at  the  basis  of  all  improvement  in  mechanical  skill  of 
every  kind.  Of  course,  this  same  cerebellum  presides  over  the 
mechanical  part,  the  execution,  in  short  the  art  of  music. 
Without  this  no  amount  of  practice  would  give  skill,  no  bril- 
liancy of  talents  could  avail  to  produce  anything  more  than 
the  rudest  miisic.  The  immortal  part  of  mao,  then,  seems  to 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  execution  of  music,  as  such. 

The  composition  of  music  suggests  a  similar  conclusion, 
though  leading  us  into  a  higher  region.  For  music  as  a  sci- 
ence is  strictly  mathematical,  that  is,  mechanical.  Its  precise 
division  of  time  and  its  profound  calculation  of  harmonies 
employ  high  mathematical  talents.  Precision  in  the  perform- 
ance and  pleasure  in  the  hearing,  as  well  a5  facility  and  success 
in  the  composition  of  the  higher  class  of  music,  depend  upon 
the  mathematical  capacity  of  the  mind.  Great  composers  have 
often  been  men  of  the  most  splendid  talents,  nor  can  we  doubt 
that  in  the  composition  of  their  sublimer  works  their  vast  tal- 
ents have  found  the  fullest  scopa 

The  world  is  full  of  mysteries.  The  most  conmion  and  sim- 
ple operations  of  nature  display  forces  beyond  the  ken  of 
human  science.  Equally  incomprehensible  is  the  link  which 
connects  the  soul  with  the  body  which  it  inhabits.  It  is  impos- 
sible to  explain  how  the  will  has  power  over  the  bodily  organ- 
ism, and  in  like  manner  we  can  never  expect  to  understand 
how  it  is  that  certain  sounds  or  sights  fill  the  soul  with  emo- 
tion, without  regard  to  association  or  expectation.  In  the  case 
of  spoken  and  written  language  we  instinctively  feel  that  its 
arbitrary  signs  are  interpreted  only  by  the  intellect,  the  per- 
gonal reason,  and  that  whatever  emotional  or  passional  excite- 
ment arises  thence  is  a  very  diflferent  thing  from  the  emotions 
excited  through  the  senses,  and  results  from,  if  indeed  it  does 
not  consist  in,  a  deep  and  absorbing  perception  of  the  rela- 
tions, causes  and  consequences  of  the  facts  thus  conveyed, 
aided,  perhaps,  by  the  imagination.  Far  otherwise  is  it  in  the 
case  of  music.  No  operations  of  the  reasoning  powers  inter- 
vene, no  arbitrary  signs  require  interpretation,  no  volition  and 
no  imagination  has  anything  to  do  with  its  effect     Through 
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the  air  and  the  physical  system  it  reaches  at  once  the  seat  of 
passion  and  feeling.  No  induction,  no  deduction,  no  reason- 
ing, no  conception,  has  anything  to  do  with  it  Music,  sub- 
jectively considered,  is  purely  sensuous. 

Plato  says  that  *'  harmony,  melody,  and  rhjthm,  combined  in 
music,  flow  from  a  corresponding  state  of  the  mind,  and  hence 
music  tends  to  reproduce  this  state."  This  harmony  of  mind, 
this  music  of  the  spirit,  is  the  end  and  ideal  of  Plato's  philos- 
ophy,— ^as,  indeed,  is  it  not  also  of  Christianity?  And  so, 
according  to  Plato,  the  perception  of  harmony  and  relation  of 
sounds  must  fit  the  soul  for  perceiving  the  higher  harmonies  of 
the  spiritual  world,  and  excite  its  desire  for  them,  thus  elevat- 
ing and  purifying  the  mind.  But  Plato's  soul-harmony  has  no 
resemblance  to  that  ecstasy  or  intoxication  which  we  call  the 
excitement  of  the  emotion  of  music.  Yet  it  need  not  be 
demanded  that  in  music,  or  in  anything  else,  all  pleasures  of 
the  senses  should  be  despised  and  denied,  and  the  highest 
speculative  uses  should  be  alone  pursued.  Pleasure  is  a  good 
thing.  The  highest  good  is  not  stoical  indifference.  But  let 
men  understand  that  pleasure,  even  in  the  refined  and  elevated 
form  of  music,  does  not  involve  the  exercise  of  the  highest 
faculties,  that  emotion  of  this  kind  is  not  the  noblest  power 
with  which  we  are  endowed. 

This  pleasure  of  the  senses  should  be  considered  as  recrea- 
tion, and  is  not  worthy  to  be  pursued  as  an  end  in  life.  For  it 
is  a  fact  conveying  a  useful  lesson,  and  also  confirmatory  of 
our  theory,  that  there  are  some  who  are  consumed  by  what 
might  be  called  the  lust  of  the  ear,  corresponding  to  the  lust 
of  the  eye  which  the  Apostle  Paul  condemned.  There  are  some 
who  seem  almost  to  live  for  no  other  end  than  to  enjoy  the 
delights  of  music.  They  know  nothing  of  the  spiritual  uses 
found  by  Plato  in  music,  for  indeed  Platonic  souls  are  rare. 
They  care  nothing  for  the  tender  or  lofly  associations  con- 
nected with  the  strains  they  worship, — they  live  for  the  titila- 
tion  of  the  ear,  as  epicures*  for  the  pleasures  of  taste.  They 
are  music-mad.  Music  is  to  them  both  religion  and  culture, 
home,  friends,  and  country.  And  while  love  and  patriotism 
and  duty  and  all  higher  sentiments  are  thus  swallowed  up  in 
one  absorbing  pursuit  and  passion,  they  often  contrive  to  be- 
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lieve  that  their  course  is  the  very  one  which  raises  them  up  to 
a  spiritual  elevation  far  above  other  men.  Moreover,  it  is 
fashionable  to  imitate  their  raptures,  and  there  is  a  cant  in  this 
worship,  as  in  all  othera  One  of  these  imitators,  who  had  really 
but  slight  knowledge  or  taste  in  music,  once  said  in  our  hearing, 
just  after  listening  to  a  symphony  of  Beethoven  :  "  Such  music 
as  that  lifts  me  right  up  above  this  world  ;  it  bums  away  the 
human  sin  and  weakness,  and  purifies  and  benefits  me  more 
than  a  thousand  of  your  Calvinistic  sermons  about  everlasting 
punishment."  He  was  doubtless  correct  in  supposing  that  his 
mind  was  not  in  a  fit  state  to  understand  Calvinism  or  any 
other  system  of  theology.  And  doubtless,  too,  he  was  guilty 
both  of  cant  and  bigotry. 

Plato  utters  another  important  fact  when  he  sajh  that  even  a 
strong  and  vigorous  mind  becomes  enervated,  stupified,  and 
weakened  by  exclusive  cultivation  in  this  direction.  And  how. 
emphatically  is  this  true  now,  when  the  new,  modem  art  of 
music  has  been  carried  to  so  great  perfection.  The  fact  is,  no 
one  power  of  the  human  constitution  can  be  exercised  beyond 
measure  without  causing  a  deformity.  Over  indulgence  of  the 
imagination  weakens  the  judgment  Perception  being  unduly 
cultivated,  the  exercise  of  the  speculative  reason  becomes  irk- 
some and  difficult  The  astronomer's  acuteness  of  eye  is  not 
likely  tp  co-exist  with  the  musician's  accuracy  of  ear.  The 
susceptibilities  are  not  safe  without  the  intellect  The  man 
who  lives  in  a  world  of  feeling,  of  emotion,  of  sense-pleasure, 
cannot  rise  to  any  height  of  moral  grandeur,  will  not  meet 
boldly  a  great  crisis  in  his  fate,  or  resist  nobly  and  successfully 
when  assailed  by  temptation.  While  we  admit  that  music  has 
important  intellectual  and  spiritual  uses,  we  ought  not  to  for- 
get that  its  undue  cultivation,  as  art,  or  science,  or  emotion,  is 
unfavorable  alike  to  intellect  and  to  morals.  But  we  need  not 
on  this  account  banish  and  condemn  music,  because  others 
abuse  or  worship  it  No  I  delightful  music,  companion  of  soli- 
tude, alleviation  of  sorrow,  which  gives  expression  to  our  joys, 
accompanies  and  assists  our  worship,  shall  be  oar  recreation 
and  a  worthy  attendant  upon  our  festivities  and  religious  ser- 
vices, but  not  itself  worship,  nor  an  object  of  worship. 
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The  application  of  the  above  theory  of  the  nature  of  music 
to  its  use  in  religious  services  is  almost  too  obvious  to  be  men- 
tioned hera  If  music  is  entirely  sensuous,  its  performance 
cannot  be  an  act  of  worship.  When  we  assemble  in  the  house 
of  G-od,  the  calming,  solemnizing  strains  of  music  may  serve  to 
turn  our  minds  away  from  every-day  pursuits  by  soothing  our 
weary  brains  with  their  sweetness.  But  let  not  the  lascivious 
strains  of  the  opera  recall  the  most  trivial  pursuits  at  the  most 
sacred  hour,  nor  let  the  marvels  of  difficult  execution  and  the 
display  of  perfect  training  excite  astonishment  and  vulgar 
curiosity  where  only  reverence  or  gratitude  or  contrition  have 
any  proper  place.  This  is  profanation  of  the  house  of  G-od. 
Let  music,  too,  enliven  our  social  gatherings,  but  let  it  not  be 
cultivated  by  those  who  care  not  for  it,  for  mere  purposes  of 
display.  This  is  profanation  of  a  noble  art,  by  vanity  and 
foolish  ambition. 
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Abticlb  IV.— BUDDfflSM  AND  CHRISTIANITr. 

Christianity  is  now  iavolved  in  one  of  the  sharpest  con- 
flicts with' scepticism  in  which  it  has  ever  been  engaged.  The 
men  who  are  making  this  latest  attack  on  the  claims  of  Christ 
are  men  of  learning,  if  not  of  wisdom.  Science  and  letters 
have  been  ransacked  for  the  last  thirty  years  to  find  material 
to  advance  against  the  religion  which  prevails  over  the  civilized 
world,  and  which  rules  with  marked  force  our  New  England 
thought.  Among  other  branches  of  study,  that  which  has 
for  its  object  the  comparison  of  the  various  religions  of  the 
globe  has  been  called  upon  to  bear  witness.  And  notwith- 
standing the  almost  universal  testimony  of  scholars  to  the 
unquestionable  superiority  of  the  Christian  faith,  it  has  been 
very  much  the  fashion  for  a  certain  class  of  writers  and  speak- 
ers, such  as  those  who  have  made  Horticultural  Hall  in  Bos- 
ton their  temple,  to  hold  up  in  one  hand  Christianity  to 
a  rap  and  in  the  other  hand  Buddhism  to  praise.  If  they 
have  not  been  in  the  habit  of  asserting  the  superiority  of  the 
latter  over  the  former,  they  have  been  in  the  habit  of  dismiss- 
ing their  readers  or  their  popular  audiences  with  the  impres- 
sion that  one  was  just  about  as  good  as  the  other.  Out  of  this 
habit  has  come  a  vague  scepticism  which  floats  about  in  an 
intangible  way,  but  which  shows  itself  and  cries  aloud  when- 
ever some  voice  which  is  thought  to  be  a  voice  of  authority 
speaks  words  fitted  to  summon  it  from  its  invisible  depths. 
We  propose,  therefore,  as  briefly  as  we  can,  to  place  before  our 
readers  the  nature  of  the  religion,  the  style  of  the  morals,  and 
the  degree  of  the  civilization,  which  Buddhism  as  the  most 
conspicuous,  and  in  some  respects  the  highest,  of  all  heathen 
religions,  oflfers  to  mankind. 

For  this  purpose  we  must  begin  with  the  life  of  its  founder. 
It  is  a  life  of  romantic  interest,  but  for  our  purpose  it  has  a  deeper 
meaning  than  the  romance  which  attends  it  The  dominating 
ideas  of  the  religion  grow  out  of  the  inner  experience  of  its  author 
The  pathos  of  a  single  life  has  cast  a  sombre  hue  over  the  lives 
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of  millions.  The  struggle  of  one  soul  after  truth,  and  its  miss- 
ing the  truth,  have  plunged  nations  into  error.  Such  conse- 
quences are  involved  in  the  errors  of  a  single  mind. 

The  author  of  Buddhism,  according  to  that  celebrated  French 
writer,  M.  J.  Barthelemy  Saint  Hilaire,  who  has  given  us  a  fes- 
cinating  sketch  of  his  life,  was  bom  toward  the  end  of  the 
seventh  century  before  our  era.  Max  Milller  places  bis  birth 
about  seventy  years  later  than  St  Hilaire.  His  native  city  was 
Kapilavastu,  the  capital  of  a  kingdom  of  like  name,  situated  in 
Central  India,  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains  of  Nepal,  and  north 
of  the  present  Oude.  This  was  his  father's  kingdom.  The 
future  Buddha  was  born  a  prince  and  heir  to  a  throne.  His 
mother,  whose  beauty  won  for  her  the  name  of  Mayfi,  or  the 
Illusion,  died  seven  days  after  his  birth,  that  she  might  be 
spared,  says  the  legend,  ^'  a  heart  broken  at  the  sight  of  her  son 
deserting  his  mother  to  wander  as  a  religious  devotee  and  a 
mendicant"  The  young  prince  bore  in  his  boyhood  the  name 
of  Siddartha.  But  as  he  belonged  to  the  family  of  the  Ca- 
kyas,  he  became  known  later  in  life  as  the  recluse  of  the  Ca- 
kyas  or  Cakyamouni.  The  name  Cramana  Gautama,  the  as- 
cetic of  the  Gotamas,  comes  in  like  manner  from  the  name  oi 
the  race  from  which  he  was  descended.  The  name  of  the 
Buddha,  or  the  Enlightened,  is  that  which  he  himself  assumed. 
We  say  the  Christ     The  Buddhist  says  the  Buddha. 

It  may  help  us  to  realize  the  place  of  this  remarkable  man  in 
history,  if  we  call  to  mind  that,  at  the  date  adopted  for  his  birth 
by  St  Hilaire,  as  well  as  by  other  high  authorities,  the  founda- 
tions of  Bome  had  only  been  laid  about  a  hundred  and  thirty 
years — ^that  in  Buddha's  time  Daniel  was  a  captive  in  Babylon, 
which  was  then  in  its  glory  under  Nebuchadnezzar — and  that 
the  period  of  his  activity  falls  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty 
years  before  that  of  Alexander  the  Great  As  related  to  the 
other  great  founders  of  religious  systems,  he  stands  nearest  in 
time  to  Confucius,  who  was  perhaps  born  before  an  end  was 
put  to  the  career  of  the  Indian  sage.  The  age  of  Zoroaster  is 
uncertain.  Nothing  more  definite  can  be  said  than  that,  accord- 
ing as  we  follow  different  authorities,  he  precedes  Buddha  by  a 
period  of  from  six  hundred  to  fourteen  or  fifteen  hundred  years. 
The  founder  of  Buddhism,  also,  appears  on  the  stage,  speaking 
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in  round  numbers,  about  fourteen  hundred  years  later  than 
Abraham,  and  nine  hundred  or  a  thousand  years  later  than 
Moses. 

Such  was  the  period  of  a  life  which  was  full  of  the  mightiest 
influences  over  a  large  part  of  the  human  race.  Buddha's 
early  years  were  spent  among  princely  luxuries;  but  his 
great  soul  was  saddened  by  a  sense  of  misery  clinging  to  mor- 
tal existence.  Disease,  old  age,  and  death,  the  pains  of  the 
body,  the  sufferings  not  only  of  this  world  but  of  all  worlds, 
enveloped  him  in  a  cloud  of  melancholy.  "  In  the  bitterness 
and  the  heroism  of  his  soul,"  says  St  Hilaire,  from  whose 
work  we  translate  a  few  lines,  "he  often  said,  *The  three 
worlds — the  world  of  the  gods,  that  of  the  Asoura,  and  that  of 
men — ^are  consumed  with  the  griefs  of  old  age  and  disease ;  they 
are  devoured  with  the  fire  of  death,  and  are  destitute  of  every 
guide.* "  In  vain  his  father  surrounded  him  with  the  magnifi- 
cent attractions  of  royalty.  In  vain  he  tried  to  win  him  from 
his  religious  purposes  by  a  happy  marriage.  In  vain  he 
besought  him  to  sacrifice  the  life  of  an  ascetic  for  a  throne.  In 
vain  he  built  him  palaces,  one  for  his  residence  in  the  spring, 
another  for  summer,  and  a  third  for  winter.  In  vain  he  placed 
the  strictest  guards  to  prevent  his  escape.  To-day,  as  the  young 
prince  drives  out  of  the  eastern  gate,  he  sees  by  the  roadside  an 
old  man,  broken  down,  infirm,  bowing  on  his  staff  Again,  driv- 
ing in  his  chariot  from  the  south  gate,  he  discovers  a  man  smit- 
ten by  disease,  burning  with  fever,  emaciated,  dirty,  alone,  and 
without  asylum.  A  thiM  time,  passing  to  his  pleasure  garden 
through  the  west  gate,  a  dead  man  stretched  upon  his  bier, 
meets  his  eyes.  "  Alas ! "  cries  the  saddened  prince,  "  woe  to 
that  youth  which  old  age  destroys — woe  to  that  health  which 
so  many  maladies  destroy — woe  to  human  life  which  lasts  but 
a  few  days.  Alas !  Were  there  no  old  age — ^no  disease — ^no 
death !    Would  that  age,  sickness,  death  were  forever  bound  I " 

Overborne*  by  the  pressure  of  that  melancholy  which  had 

*  It  ia  more  probable,  uyB  Wassiliof,  in  his  BuddkiamiM,  p.  12,  that  Sakya- 
muni  was  led  to  Tiew  existence  as  the  cause  of  pain  and  sorrow,  in  consequence 
of  a  war  in  which  the  Sakya  tribe  was  defeated,  and  which  obliged  him  to  wan- 
der about,  ....  for  there  is  a  legend  which  says  that  the  Sakya  race  was 
almost  entirely  exterminated  during  the  life  of  the  Buddha.  Schlaginweit,  Bnd,  m 
Thibet^  p.  6,  note. 
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seized  upon  him,  he  determined  to  find  the  way  of  deliverance 
firom  evil.  He  escaped  the  guarda  He  turned  his  back  on 
the  luxuries  of  the  palace  and  the  court,  and  devoted  himself 
to  the  pursuit  of  that  knowledge  which  should  deliver  him 
from  old  age,  disease,  and  death.  Born  in  the  ancient  faith  of 
Brahminism,  he  applied  first  to  the  sages  of  his  religion,  but 
found  no  peace.  He  then  retired  from  the  world  and  subjected 
himself  to  the  severest  penances  until  he  was  satisfied  that  no 
bodily  mortification  could  open  to  him  the  way  of  deliverance. 
He  renoanced  the  life  of  an  ascetic,  and  gave  himself  up  to 
meditation,  until  he  obtained  that  vision  of  truth  which  deliv- 
ers men  from  all  evil.  From  this  time  he  claimed  the  name  of 
Buddha,  or  the  Enlightened,  and  devoted  himself  to  the 
instruction  of  mankind. 

Such  is  the  history.  It  is  partly  legendary,  but  probably  essen- 
tially true.  It  is  the  history  of  a  sad  but  pure  man  oppressed 
with  the  shadows  which  rest  on  human  life.  It  is  a  history  of 
devotion  to  the  salvation,  however  falsely  conceived,  of  man- 
kind. It  is  a  history  of  sincerity  and  sacrifice,  which  chal- 
lenges the  admiration  of  the  Christian  world.  And  such  is  the 
beginning  of  a  religion  which  has  lived  two  thousand  four  hun- 
dred years;  which  after  a  long  struggle  with  the  older  £Etith  of 
India  out  of  which  it  sprang,  went  forth  to  conquer  the  nations 
of  the  East — swept  over  Ceylon  and  the  Burman  empire ;  up 
among  the  mountains  of  Thibet  and  over  the  vast  regions  of 
China  out  to  Japan,  and  is  even  supposed  by  some  to  have  sent 
its  missionaries  around  by  the  north  of  Asia  through  Russia  as 
far  as  Norway;  while  the  celebrated  German  author,  Schla- 
ginweit*  quotes  authority  to  show  that  it  was  known  in  Mex- 
ico as  early  as  the  fifth  century  of  our  era.  At  the  present 
time  it  rules,  by  a  careful  estimate,  three  hundred  and  forty 
millions  of  souls,  while  the  various  forms  of  Christianity  dom- 
inate over  a  total  population  of  three  hundred  and  thirty-five 
millionsf — or  five  millions  less  than  the  followers  of  Buddha. 

The  spirit  of  Buddhism  is  a  sigh.  The  melancholy  which 
threw  its  black  mantle  around  the  youth  of  its  founder  has  cast 
its  shadow  into  all  his  teachings,  and  spread  its  gloom  over  the 
lives  of  untold  millions  through  twenty-four  centuries. 

*  Schlaginweit,  Bud.  in  Thibet,  p.  13.    f  Schlaginweit,  Bud.  tn  Ihibei,  p.  12. 
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The  fundamental  principle  of  the  Buddhist  religion,  or  the 
Buddhist  philosophy,  for  as  it  was  originally  put  forth  it  was  a 
philosophy  rather  than  a  religion,  asserts  that  all  existence  is 
necessarily  eviL  On  every  hand  man  beholds  only  sorrow.* 
All  things  are  subject  to  change.  Pleasure  only  increases  evil.' 
Man  is  a  helpless  sufferer.  Human  life  begins  with  pain,  is  con- 
tinued in  grief  and  disappointment ;  is  subject  to  the  torments 
of  disease,  rushes  on  to  the  burdens  and  regrets  of  old  age,  and 
finally  falls  into  silence  and  corruption.  But  the  grave  gives 
no  hope  of  release.  This  mournful  existence  renews  itself  from 
age  to  age  under  every  conceivable  form  of  misery,  which  can 
only  be  mitigated,  never  wholly  rooted  out  He  who  dies 
to-day  revives  in  another  grade  of  being,  over  which  he  has  no 
choice,  and  which  may  be  any  of  all  possible  existences  from 
the  vermin  which  swarm  on  the  dunghills  and  crawl  in  the  fes- 
tering sores  of  human  bodies  to  a  supreme  Buddha,  All  these 
forms  of  being  have  intelligence  and  powers  of  suffering  as 
well  as  man,  and  are  subject  to  the  law  of  misery.  The  man 
who  stands  to-day  over  the  dying-bed  of  his  nearest  friend, 
does  not  know  what  degree  or  form  of  sorrow  awaits  the  depart- 
ing life.  The  one  he  has  cherished  here  and  who  has  filled  his 
years  with  the  sweets  of  love,  may  to-morrow  crawl  in  the  slime 
at  his  feet,  or  glare  at  him  from  the  thicket,  and  fasten  the  fangs 
of  a  beast  in  his  hand.*  Whatever  may  be  the  destiny  of  him- 
self or  of  others,  he  is  sure  only  of  this,  that  existence  is  an 
insufferable  burden,  subject  to  the  grandest  catastrophes  and 
the  most  frightful  ills. 

'And  as  man  knows  not  what  he  is  to  be,  so  he  knows  not 
what  he  has  been. '  Of  the  stages  through  which  he  may  have 
goue  in  the  past  ages,  he  has  no  recollection.  Out  of  this 
unknown  past  a  cloud  with  dark  deep  fringes  rises  and  settles 
down  on  human  lifa  The  evil  man  suffers  here  is  the  punish- 
ment of  crimes  committed  in  the  past,  but  of  which  he  knows 
not  the  when,  or  the  how,  or  the  where.  He  may  have  lived 
ten  thousand  ages,  during  which  he  may  have  been  anything 
possible  for  man  to  conceive  of.  He  may  have  been  an  infe- 
rior demon ;  he  may  have  been  a  murderer,  a  thief,  or  an  adul- 
terer ;  of  this  he  knows  nothing.  He  only  krjows  that  what- 
ever he  has  been,  and  whatever  crimes  he  has  committed,  they 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1874]  Buddhism  and  Chriatianity.  278 

must  be  expiated  by  suffering,  either  here  or  in  some  future 
life.  In  the  record  book  of  Karma — which  is  little  else  than  a 
fate — ^there  is  an  account  of  guilt  he  knows  not  how  large  or 
how  black.  The  law  of  retribution  follows  his  heels,  waiting 
its  time  to  strike.  The  miseries  of  this  life  are  the  penalty  of 
unknown  crimes.  The  possibly  worse  miseries  of  his  next  life 
will  be  the  penalty  of  other  crimes  equally  unknown.  No  man 
can  foresee  when  or  where  retribution  is  to  fall.  The  forgot- 
ten murder  of  a  thousand  years  ago  may  smite  the  murderer  a 
thousand  years  hence.     What  a  life  1 

And  from  this  life  of  certain  sorrow  and  gloomy  foreboding, 
what  escape?  Nothing  short  of  annihilation.  'Buddhism 
begins  with  asserting  that  all  existence  is  evil,  and  ends  with 
asserting  that  evil  can  only  cease  with  the  cessation  of  existence, 
'Nirvana  is  the  end  of  all  desire,  the  end  of  all  pain,  the  end  of 
all  sorrow,  the  end  of  hope  and  of  fear,  because  it  is  the  end  of 
all  consciousness,  the  return  to  that  nothing  out  of  which  all 
things  come. '  This  is  the  final  haven  of  rest,  where  no  care  nor 
grie^  nor  disease,  nor  poverty,  nor  old  age,  nor  death  can  come. 
Behold  the  goal  of  all  earthly  hope  I  Behold  the  solution  of 
this  whole  problem  of  life  I  Over  that  calm  where  all  being 
has  sunk  away,  no  wave  of  trouble  shall  sweep,  for  there  shall 
be  no  sea  of  souls  through  which  its  billows  may  rolL  In  those 
depths  of  emptiness  the  good  and  the  bad  alike  shall  bury  their 
griefs,  in  burying  themselves  forever.  Mr.  R  Spence  Hardy, 
whose  Manual  of  Buddhism  is  authority  the  world  over, 
says :  "  At  his  death,  the  rahat ''  (one  who  has  attained  a  cer- 
tain stage  on  his  way  to  the  final  goal)  ''invariably  enters 
Nirvana,  or  ceases  to  exist"  '*  It  is  not  possible  for  him  to 
enter  upon  any  other  mode  of  existence."  And  again  he  quotes 
from  the  legends  of  Buddha,  where  the  Enlightened  is  made  to 
say,  "  So  long  as  existence  continues,  the  effects  of  Karma  "  (or 
that  law  which  awards  to  men  both  good  and  evil)  "  must  con- 
tinue ;  and  it  is  only  by  the  cessation  of  existence  that  they 
can  be  entirely  overcoma"  And  lest  it  should  be  supposed 
that  so  unspeakably  sad  a  view  of  the  lot  and  destiny  of  man 
were  impossible  to  any  considerable  portion  of  the  human  race, 
we  translate  again  the  words  of  a  foreign  writer,  whose  essays 
upon  Buddhism  are  as  celebrated  among  scholars  for  their  deep 
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penetration  of  its  meaning  as  for  tbeir  touching  eloquence. 
"If,"  says  Saint  Hilaire,  "this  phenomenon  of  a  religion 
founded  on  nihilism  seems  too  incredible,  and  if  anybody  is 
driven  to  call  it  in  question,  let  him  remember  another  fact  not 
less  singular,  and  the  certainty  of  which  may  possibly  give  some 
faith  in  that  other  fact  The  general  sentiment  of  all  these 
populations,  not  only  of  the  Buddhists  but  of  the  Brahmins,  is 
that  of  a  horror  of  life  .under  its  present  conditions,  which  noth- 
ing is  able  to  appease.  The  idea  of  transmigration  pursues 
them  like  a  terrible  phantom.  At  any  price  this  hideous  im- 
age must  be  put  away." 

The  same  writer,  in  his  discussion  of  the  meaning  of  Nirvana, 
appeals  to  the  testimony  of  those  who  have  sounded  the  views 
entertained  by  the  professors  themselves  of  the  Buddhist  fiEiith 
at  the  present  time.  He  cites  Gogerly,  who  spent  forty  years 
in  Ceylon  catechizing  the  Buddhists  of  that  island  ;  Mr.  Spence 
Hardy,  whom  we  have  also  quoted;  Mr.  J.  Armour;  Mr.  Grim- 
blot,  consul  to  Ceylon;  Bigandet,  who  resided  in  Burmah; 
Wassilief,  for  ten  years  of  the  Russian  Mission  at  Pekin ;  Joseph 
Williams,  Missionary  of  the  London  Society  to  the  south  of 
India ;  as  perfectly  unanimous  in  affirming  that  in  the  B  add  hist 
faith  of  to-day,  'Nirvana  is  annihilation.  To  these  may  be 
added  Dr.  Judson,  who  studied  to  some  extent  the  ancient 
Pali,  and  made  himself  well  acquainted  with  the  people  and 
religious  literature  of  Burmah,  and  who  held  that  Nirvana  is 
'"  nothing  less  than  a  total  extinction  of  soul  and  body."^  Mr. 
Malcolm  also  interprets  the  Burman  Nigan  to  mean  annihila- 
tion ;  while  Sir  James  £.  Tennent,  in  his  work  on  Ceylon,  says 
of  Nirvana  that  it  is  "a  condition  between  which  and  utter 
annihilation  there  exists  but  the  dim  distinction  of  a  name." 

St  Hilaire  is  supported  by  numerous  other  well  informed 
writers.  It  would  seem,  then,  that  the  authority  of  these  men 
who  have  conversed  with  the  Buddhists  themselves,  and  studied 
their  religion  among  Eastern  surroundings,  ought  to  be  conclu- 
sive. But  Mr.  James  Freeman  Clarke,  in  his  "  Ten  Oreat  Beli- 
gions^^^  rejects  this  interpretation  of  Nirvana ;  although  he  has 
against  him  such  an  array  of  authorities  as  those  here  cited, 
and  also  the  celebrated  Bumouf,  as  well  as  Max  Muller,  Tur- 
nour,  and  Schmit,  whom  he  mentions,  and  we  would  add  Adolf 
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Wuttke,  and  if  we  are  Dot  deceived,  Schlaginweit, — and  he  relies 
on  Bunsen  alone.  But  be  remarks  that  Bunsen  also  believes 
that  Buddha  never  denied  or  questioned  the  existence  of  Ood  or 
immortality ;  whereas  the  &ct  is  generally  admitted  that  Bud- 
dha did  not,  it  is  true,  question  but  absolutely  ignored  Ood,  and 
allowed  no  such  thing  as  a  soul  distinct  from  the  body.  In  his 
more  recent  lecture  on  Buddhist  nihilism.  Max  Miiller  so  £Eir 
adheres  to  his  former  opinions  as  to  assert  that  *^  no  person  who 
reads  with  attention  the  metaphysical  speculations  on  the  Nir- 
vana contained  in  the  Buddhist  canon,  can  arrive  at  any  other 
conviction  than  that  expressed  by  Burnouf ;  namely:  that  Nir- 
vana, the  highest  aim,  the  summum  banum  of  Buddhism,  is  the 
absolute  nothing.''  But  he  here  also  advances  the  theory  that  a 
distinction  which  Burnouf  has  pointed  put  between  the  third 
book  of  the  canon  and  the  two  first  books,  may  be  used  to  clear 
Buddha  himself  of  the  doctrine  of  annihilation,  though  it  has 
been  adopted  by  his  followers.  But  the  truth  seems  to  be  that 
annihilation  or  its  practical  equivalent  is  a  necessary  part  of 
Buddha*8  system.  It  is  cut  into  its  very  foundations.  The 
four  fundamental  truths  of  Buddha  are  these  :* 

1.  Pain  cannot  be  separated  from  existence. 

2.  Existence  is  produced  by  passions  and  evil  desires. 

8.  Existence  is  brought  to  an  end  by  the  cessation  of  evil 
desires. 

4  Revelation  of  the  path  to  this  cessation. 

Schlaginweit  also  gives  the  following  formulation  of  the 
four  truths  found  on  ancient  Buddhist  images  and  recited  as  a 
confession  of  &ith.  *'  Of  all  things  proceeding  from  cause, 
the  cause  of  their  procession  hath  the  Tathagataf  explained. 
The  great  Sramanaf  has  likewise  declared  the  cause  of  the 
extinction  of  all  things."  Here  seems  to  be  the  foundation  of 
the  doctrine  of  annihilation.  Beginning  with  the  assertion 
that  all  existence  is  necessarily  subject  to  pain,  how  can  pain 
cease  except  by  the  cessation  of  existence  ?  The  two  doctrines 
of  transmigration  on  the  one  hand,  and  on  the. other  of  anni- 
hilation as  the  only  escape  from  existence,  are  the  cemented 


*  Sohlaginweit,  Bud.  in  mbel,  p.  16. 
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foundation  stones  of  the  Buddhist  faith.  "  With  the  exception 
of  those  beings,"  says  Mr.  Spence  Hardy,  "who  have  entered 
into  one  of  the  four  paths  leading  into  Nirvana,  there  may  be 
an  interchange  of  condition  between  the  highest  and  the  low'est. 
He  who  is  now  the  most  degraded  of  the  demons  may  one 
day  rule  the  highest  heavens ;  he  who  is  at  present  seated  upon 
the  most  honorable  of  the  celestial  thrones  may  one  day  writhe 
amidst  the  agonies  of  a  place  of  torment ;  and  the  worm  that 
•  we  crush  under  our  feet  may,  in  the  course  of  ages,  become  a 
supreme  Buddha."  It  is  this  dreaded  round  of  evil  that  forces 
the  mind  to  accept  a  less  dreaded  release. 

Such  then  is  the  Buddhist  view  of  man  and  of  man's  destiny. 
He  walks  under  a  cloud  of  crimes,  he  knows  not  how  many  or 
how  great,  committed  in  past  stages  of  existence  of  which  he 
has  no  recollection.  Misery  and  comfort  have  been  allotted 
to  him  here  and  will  be  allotted  to  him  in  his  next  state  by  a 
law  which  knows  no  mercy.  Happy  to-day  in  the  possession 
of  good,  what  past  crimes  may  be  avenged  to-morrow  I  In  a 
lot  of  ease,  of  freedom  from  pain  or  of  honor  here,  to  what 
depths  of  infamy  and  torment  may  his  former  crimes  hurl  him  in 
his  next  state  of  existence  1  Doomed  so  long  as  he  has  being  to 
wander  through  the  unending  changes  of  sorrow,  suffering,  and 
death,  what  relief  until  he  enters  that  path  which  leads  to  the 
eternal  sleep  I  Besides  this  there  is  no  ray  of  hope.  There  is  in 
the  heavens  no  pitying  God,  for  Q-od  there  is  none.  'There  is  in 
man  no  immortal  soul  to  reap  the  fruit  of  penitence  in  return- 
ing to  a  holy  life,  for  soul  there  is  none.  '  Of  what  is  it  possi- 
ble to  conceive  more  degrading  and  more  hopeless  than  this. 
One  in  nature  with  the  brute  which  crawls  at  his  feet ;  both 
alike  subject  to  an  unpitying  law,  with  no  God  to  temper  it ; 
both  knowing  no  security  and  no  rest  and  no  hope  but  this — 
that  existence  may  be  at  last  blown  out*  like  the  flame  of  a 
candle  which  was  but  is  not  I 

And  this  goal  of  Nirvana,  this  escape  from  the  horrible  phan- 
tom of  transmigration,  how  is  it  to  be  reached  ?  By  an  unaided 
eflFort  of  humanity  to  ignore  every  part  of  itself.  If  an  impres- 
sion has  gone  forth  that  the  religion  of  Buddha  is  a  glorifica- 

*  Max  MMer  says :  -*  Eyery  Sanskrit  scholar  knows  that  Nirvana  means  orig- 
inally the  blowing  out,  the  extinction  of  light" 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1871.]  Buddhism  and  Christianity.  277 

tion  of  intellect,  in  the  sense  in  which  such  words  would  be 
understood  among  us,  nothing  could  be  further  from  the  truth. 
It  is  true  that  Buddhism  depends  solely  on  the  human  mind 
for  the  deliverance  of  man  from  his  lot  of  sorrow.  As  it  knows 
no  God,  so  it  knows  no  revelation  to  human  ignorance,  and  no 
divine  aid  to  human  struggle.  In  this  sense  it  exalts  human 
intellect  But  to  the  Buddhist,  intellect  is  itself  an  evil  to  be 
got  rid  of,  as  everything  else.  It  is  to  be  presumed  the  error 
which  imagines  that  Buddhism  exalts  intellect,  comes  from  the 
fact  that  Nirvana  is  to  be  reached  by  knowledge.  But  it  is  not 
knowledge,  in  our  sense  of  the  word  ;  not  instruction  in  the  truths 
of  humanity,  of  creation,  of  God ;  not  by  storing  the  mind 
with  learning  and  developing  its  power ;  but  by  teaching  it  to 
lose  all  desire,  all  aspiration,  all  hope,  all  fear,  by  teaching  it 
that  all  we  seem  to  know  is  an  illusion,  and  by  fixing  it  in  the 
search  not  of  knowledge  but  of  the  extinction  of  every  sense 
— of  all  consciousness  and  of  all  being.  It  is  by  the  knowl- 
edge of  Buddhist  doctrine  that  man  reaches  the  end  of  his 
desires. 

Moreover  under  the  law  of  Karma,  man  has  an  account  of 
merit  and  demerit  By  a  balance  of  merit  he  is  lifted  through 
the  higher  fonus  of  existence  toward  his  final  end.  By  a  bal- 
ance of  demerit  he  is  doomed  to  wander  through  the  lower 
forms  of  existence.  Every  man  who  would  come  speedily  to 
Nirvana,  must  do  his  utmost  to  insure  his  good  account  in  that 
book.  And  virtue  helps  to  accomplish  that  It  is  one  of  the 
chief  means  of  speeding  a  man  to  his  goaL 

Here  is  the  root  of  Buddhistic  morality.  \t  is  false  in  its 
motive ;  but  on  that  false  motive  Buddha  has  put  forth  a  moral 
code  which  has  won  the  generous  admiration  even  of  the 
Christian  world,  for  its  completeness  and  its  purity.'  In  defin- 
ing the  duties'  of  man  to  man,  scholars  agree  that  he  has 
probably  exceeded  aU  systems  of  morality  except  the  pre- 
cepts of  Christ  None  will  pretend  that  he  has  exceeded  them  ; 
few,  that  he  has  approached  them.  In  this  respect,  Buddha 
stands  nearer  to  Moses  than  to  the  overflowing  fullness  of  Jesus 
of  Nazareth.  Sometimes,  even  in  his  morality,  a  kind  of  legalism 
offends  us.  In  his  definition  of  lying,  or  at  least  in  that  of 
the  present  Buddhism,  for  example,  we  are  taught  that  in 

vou  XXXIII.  19 
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order  to  make  a  lie,  there  must  be  the  discovery  by  the  person 
deceived  that  what  has  been  told  him  is  not  true  I  That  leaves 
a  good  chance  for  a  liar.  ^And  the  same  fault  may  be  found 
with  his  definition  of  murder.  But  notwithstanding  such 
defects,  the  gentleness  and  the  purity  of  his  code  excite  at  first 
wonder  and  then  admiration.  Forbidden  things  are,  the  tak- 
ing of  life,  even  of  animals ;  thefl,  adultery,  lying,  slander,  un- 
profitable conversation,  scepticism^  drunkenness,  gambling, 
idleness,  improper  associates.  Amusements  of  certain  kinds, 
such  as  dancing,  singing,  and  others,  are  looked  upon  as  danger- 
ous. The  duties  of  children  to  parents  are  minutely  and  ten- 
derly defined.  "Were  the  child  to  place  one  parent  upon 
one  shoulder,  and  the  other  parent  upon  the  other,  and  to  carry 
them  without  ceasing  for  a  hundred  years,  even  this  would  be 
less  than  the  assistance  he  has  himself  received."  Murder  is 
committed  "not  only  when  life  is  actually  taken,  but  also 
when  there  is  the  indulgence  of  hatred  or  anger ;"  but  on  the 
other  band,  if  a  command  is  given  to  take  life  at  a  particular 
time  or  in  a  particular  place,  it  must  be  done  at  that  time  and 
in  that  place,  otherwise  it  is  not  murder.  The  sceptic  will  be 
born  in  hell  or  as  a  beast  There  are  five  great  crimes,  but 
scepticism  is  greater  than  any  of  them.  Of  the  five  crimes, 
taking  of  life,  theft,  adultery,  lying,  and  drinking,  the  last  is 
the  worst  These  examples  will  give  a  general  idea  of  the 
drift  of  Buddhist  moral  teachings,  as  rendered  by  Mr.  Spence 
Hardy.  They  are  distinguished  by  gentleness  and  purity. 
They  have  the  wise  flavor  of  proverbs.  They  image  still,  after 
the  lapse  of  twenty-four  centuries,  the  tender  soul  of  the  young 
Siddartha  mourning  over  the  evils  of  existence.  And  it  is 
this  which  has  carried  a  certain  class  of  writers  into  a  hasty  com- 
parison of  Buddhism  with  Christianity,  and  has  led  them  to 
paint  in  rosy  tints  a  religion  which  as  a  whole  presents  us  with 
ideas  revolting  to  an  enlightened  humanity.  But  the  value  of 
a  religion  does  not  depend  on  a  dozen  or  twenty  moral  precepts. 
It  depends  on  its  whole  view  of  human  life  and  human  destiny. 
It  depends  on  what  it  makes  man  out  to  be,  and  what  hopes  it 
puts  before  him,  and  what  means  it  puts  forth  for  the  attainment 
of  his  hopes.  'And  here  is  where  Buddhism  utterly  fails.  Its 
view  of  human  life  goes  out  from  the  deepest  melancholy  and 
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drapes  it  in  weeds  of  perpetual  mourning.  It  looks  only  at  the 
dark  side  of  existence.  It  runs  over  the  words  disease,  sor- 
row, decay,  death,  and  returns  to  them  in  perpetual  repetition, 
trail  life  is  a  tomb  in  which  hope  has  been  buried.  Its  proper 
symbol  is  found  in  the  Buddhist  ascetic  wandering  among 
graves  wrapped  in  rags  and  in  the  cerements  of  the  dead  It 
degrades  man  to  the  lowest  of  the  brute  creation.  The  swine 
is  his  brother,  and  the  worm  is  his  sister  or  finend.  It  tangles 
human  destiny  in  a  fatal  web  which  drags  it  through  ages 
of  untold  horrors,— for  what  ?— that  it  may  be  purified  ? — ^that 
it  may  come  forth  from  all  this  at  last  to  rejoice  in  the  new 
effulgence  of  a  life  of  love  which  has  left  all  pain  behind? 
No,  nothing  of  this ; — only  that  it  may  cease  to  be  I  There 
is  no  great  glowing  future  to  which  faith  can  lift  its  eye,  no 
eternal  progress  to  inspire  human  aspiration.  NoGrod,  no  soul, 
no  Saviour  from  sin,  no  love,  no  heaven  1 

Here  is  the  grand  defect  of  Buddhism.  There  is  no  high  aim 
for  virtue  to  aspire  to.  It  is  not  to  be  loved  for  its  own  sake 
— ^for  it,  alas,  is  to  cease.  It  is  not  to  be  practiced  because  it 
enlarges  a  man's  moral  powers  and  teaches  him  how  to  love  for- 
ever, for  all  mortal  powers  are  an  evil,  and  love  itself  is  to  die. 

What  then  is  the  end  of  virtue  ?  Simply  this,  that  a  man 
may  get  a  balance  of  merit  in  his  favor  on  that  book  of  Karma, 
before  whose  account  be  trembles.  Here  is  the  motive  force  of 
this  pure  morality.  And  what  is  its  practical  result?  A 
supreme  selfishness,  a  supreme  pride — and  an  utter  failure  to 
produce  an  every-day  morality  which  will  bear  the  least 
inspection.  ' 

We  have  had,  from  time  to  time,  beautiful  pictures  of 
heathen  life  held  up  to  us  as  worthy  of  our  imitation.  But 
it  must  not  be  forgotten,  that  the  spirit  which  underlies 
human  action  determines  its  moral  worth.  And  even  the 
sweet  pictures  of  hospitality  which  Burmah  presents,  and 
which  are  so  pleasantly  described  by  Mr.  Malcolm,  are  marred 
by  a  principle  of  selfishness  and  pride  which  has  not  escaped 
the  notice  of  travelers  and  is  traced  back  to  the  very  essence  of 
the  religion.  The  principle  of  merit  and  demerit  makes  the 
Buddhist  eager  to  do  acts  of  virtue  and  makes  him  selfish  in 
doing  them.     Strange  as  it  may  seem  to  us,  Mr.  Malcolm  asserts ' 
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that  the  necessity  for  doing  such  works  of  merit  is  so  well 
understood  among  the  native  Burmans,  that  ^'  if  a  man  does 
another  a  favor,  he  supposes  it  to  be  in  order  to  obtain  merit, 
and  seems  to  feel  as  though  he  conferred  an  obligation  in  giv- 
ing the  opportunity."  And  again :  **  Gratitude  is  a  virtue  of 
great  rarity ;  they  never,  on  receiving  a  present  or  any  other 
favor,  make  any  acknowledgment,  nor  is  there  any  phrase  in 
the  language  equivalent  to  ^ I  thank  you.'"  And  again: 
''  Buddhism  necessarily  tends  to  suppress  gratitude  by  keeping 
tip  tbe  constant  sense  of  mercenariness."  But  where  there  is 
no  sense  of  gratitude  for  favors  received,  in  the  same  persons 
there  will  be  no  generous  motive  for  giving  favors.  We  might 
go  on  and  show  from  the  works  before  us,  in  which  are  some 
searching  analyses  of  Buddhist  morality,  on  how  low  a  basis  it 
stands.  Adolphe  Wuttke  says :  "  The  morality  of  the  Budd- 
hist is  founded,  not  in  love,  but  in  pain."  The  highest  motive 
which  he  ascribes  for  it  is  pity.  All  creation  is  a  woe,  and 
man,  himself  a  suflFerer,  spares  others  fix)m  suffering.  "  The 
Buddhists,"  he  says  again,  **  are  the  mildest  people  of  heathen- 
dom ;  but  it  is  not  the  mildness  of  love ;  it  is  the  mildness  of 
pain,  and  of  indifference.  It  is  a  negative  virtue."  But  the 
perpetual  need  of  merit  vitiates  even  the  motive  of  pity.  The 
Buddhist  founds  hospitals  for  sick  and  lame  animals,  and  in 
his  greed  for  merit  debases  man  to  a  level  with  the  brute  he 
ministers  to.  The  poetic  fiction  of  Buddha  giving  his  own 
body  to  be  torn  by  a  hungry  tiger,  and  his  blood  to  quench 
his  thirst,  becomes  among  Buddhists  something  real — ^a  man 
goes  into  the  street  and  hires  a  poor  wretch  to  enter  a  hos- 
pital for  horses  and  cats  and  dogs  and  rats,  and  to  lie  down 
there  while  the  vermin  which  infest  human  filth  crawl  over 
him  and  feed  upon  him.  Now  how  utterly  this  principle  of 
merit  by  pain  fails  to  produce  a  real  humanity,  is  shown  by 
the  Buddhist  Jains  of  western  India,  who  found  hospitals  for 
animals  and  then  lend  money  to  people  in  need,  at  from  fifty 
to  seventy  per  cent  a  year,  and  take  the  very  bed  from  under 
the  man  who  fails  to  pay  1  The  dishonesty  of  government 
officers  here  is  overmatched  by  the  cruel  extortions  of  govern- 
ment officers  there.  Mr.  Malcolm  speaks  of  their  rapacity  as 
carried  to  such  an  extent  that  no  common  man  cares  to  im- 
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prove  his  land  or  his  house,  or  make  any  show  of  wealth, 
becauses  it  exposes  him  to  extortion,  and  perhaps  to  personal 
danger.  *In  truth,  if  we  analyze  Buddhism,  we  shall  find  in  it 
no  correct  views  of  human  worth  and  human  obligation,  and  no 
lofty  motive  for  virtue.*  Hence  it  is,  that,  in  whatever  direc- 
tion honest  enquiry  is  made  as  to  its  moral  results,  the  answer 
comes  back,  "It  is  a  failure."' 

Sir  J.  Tennant,  in  his  extensive  work  on  Ceylon,  says :  "  Both 
socially  and  in  its  effect  upon  individuals,  the  result  of  the 
system  in  Ceylon  has  been  apathy  almost  approaching  to  infi- 
delity. Even  as  regards  the  tenets  of  their  creed,  the  mass  of 
the  population  exhibit  the  profoundest  ignorance,  and  manifest 
the  most  irreverent  indifference.  In  their  daily  intercourse  and 
acts,  morality,  and  virtue,  so  far  from  being  apparent  as  the  rule, 
are  barely  discernible  as  the  exception.  Neither  hopes  nor 
apprehensions  have  proved  a  sufficient  restraint  on  the  habitual 
violation  of  all  those  precepts  of  charity  and  honesty,  of  purity 
and  truth,  which  form  the  very  essence  of  their  doctrine." 

And  when  we  pass  over  to  Burmah,  we  have  a  like  picture. 
In  their  houses  there  are  some  things  attractive.  "  Children," 
says  Mr.  Malcolm,  "are  almost  as  reverent  to  their  parents 
as  among  the  Chinese."  But  he  who  reads  to  the  bottom  of 
the  page,  will  learn  that  thieving  and  pilfering  are  common, 
though  chiefly  among  the  lowest  sort  of  peopla  Murder  not 
un  frequently  goes  hand  in  hand  with  robbery.  And  while 
these  are  not  national  traits,  the  inhabitants  of  Burmah  "  may 
be  said  to  be  a  nation  of  liars."  They  never  place  confidence 
in  the  word  of  each  other.  Even  when  detected  in  a  lie,  no 
shame  is  manifested.  Temperance  is  universaL  There  is  no 
open  show  of  unchastity,  but  the  trouble  missionaries  have 
with  their  converts  points  to  secret  vice.  The  better  classes 
like  to  appear  neat  when  seen  abroad,  but  their  skin,  their 
hair,  and  their  houses,  are  decidedly  slovenly.  "  Divorces  are 
shockingly  common."  The  Burmans  do  not  indulge  in  profan- 
ity, but  "  both  sexes  utter,  in  default  of  profane  oaths,  such 
obscene  expressions  as  can  scarcely  be  conceived." .  All  this  is 
from  Mr.  Malcolm.  And  this  obscenity  of  speech  is  common 
everywhere  through  Eastern  Asia.  It  prevails  in  China.  A 
gentleman  who  has  lived  over  twenty  years  in  India  told  the 
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writer  of  this  Article,  that  even  Indian  women  on  the  street 
will  turn  away  their  heads  from  the  foul  blasts  which  come 
from  heathen  mouths.  The  same  person  assured  us  that  the 
grossest  immoralities  have  been  proved  in  India  upon  the  Bud- 
dhist high  priests,  in  open  court,  and  that  these  rdigious  devo- 
tees are  reputed  to  teach  the  girls  of  India  doctrines  so  grossly 
licentious  that  the  mention  of  them  here  would  not  be  endured. 
And  in  accord  with  all  this,  Mr.  Spence  Hardy  closes  his  chap- 
ter on  the  Ethics  of  Buddhism  with  the  following  words: 
"  Our  development  of  this  great  system  is  now  complete.  The 
present  chapter  contains  the  most  rational  of  its  phases.  It 
discountenances  all  licentiousness.  It  inculcates  anaflfection 
for  all  order  of  beings ;  and  shrinks  from  the  infliction  of  pain 
even  as  a  punishment  Yet  from  no  part  of  heathenism  do  we 
see  more  clearly  the  necessity  of  a  divine  revelation  than  from 
the  teachings  of  Buddha.  The  moral  code  becomes  compara- 
tively powerless  for  good,  as  it  is  destitute  of  all  real  authority." 

And  if  one  does  not  tire  of  turning  up  the  gross  side  of 
heathen  life,  let  him  visit  China  and  go  through  the  same 
process  of  inquiry  there  with  the  same  result  Who  that  has 
read  the  best  authorities  with  regai*d  to  that  vast  empire  does 
not  know  that  the  evidence  is  overwhelming  against  any  claim 
to  a  high  morality  ?  **  The  general  condition  of  religion 
among  the  Chinese,"  says  Williams,  in  his  Middle  Kitigdom^ 
**  is  effete,  and  the  stately  formalities  of  imperial  worahip,  the 
doctrines  of  Confucius,  the  ceremonies  of  the  Buddhists,  alike 
fail  to  comfort  and  instruct"  The  crime  of  infanticide  has 
perhaps  been  exaggerated.  It  is  probably  limited  to  certain 
sections^  but  in  those  sections  it  prevails.  Gambling  is  a 
popular  pastime.  Opium  takes  the  plac«  of  intoxicating 
drinks,  and  anger  vents  itself  in  gross  obscenities  of  speech 
which  prevail  among  the  middle  and  lower  classes  as  pro* 
&nity  does  among  like  classes  with  ua 

After  mentioning  some  of  the  better  traits  of  Chinese 
character,  such  as  peaceableness,  industry,  and  good  order, 
Mr.  Williams  says:  "With  a  general  regard  for  outward 
decency,  they  are  vile  and  polluted  in  a  shocking  degree,  their 
conversation  is  fill]  of  impure  expressions,  and  their  lives  of 
impure   acta"     "More   noticeable  than  the  sins  of  the  flesh 
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is  the  falsity  of  the  Chinese.  They  feel  no  shame  at  being 
detected  in  a  Ha  Thieving  is  exceedingly  common,  and  the 
illegal  exactions  of  the  rolers  are  burdensoma'' 

The  corruptions  which  have  sprang  up  in  connection  with 
the  Chinese  system  of  competitive  examinations  are  too  well 
known  to  need  mention,  and  the  fact  that  the  sale  of  offices 
is  a  source  of  royal  revenue  does  not  speak  highly  for  the  style 
of  governmental  administration.  Yet  heathen  life  is  not  with- 
out its  cheerful  aspect&  The  bright  side  in  Burmah  is  its 
kindliness.  Its  bright  side  in  China  is  its  peaceableness,  its 
good  order,  its  industry,  and  especially  its  reverence  for  ances- 
tors, though  that  belongs  to  Confucianism  and  not  to  Buddhism. 
It  is  pleasanter  to  experience  Chinese  politeness  than  it  would 
be  to  experience  the  same  amount  of  rudeness,  even  if  polite- 
ness is  sometimes  carried  so  far  as  to  show  its  heartlessness. 
Ask  a  Chinaman,  "Is  your  honorable  wife  living?"  and  he 
answers,  "The  mean  person  of  the  inner  apartment  is  still 
aliva"  "Is  your  noble  son  doing  well  at  school?"  "The 
contemptible  little  dog  has  learned  a  few  characters." 
X^  These  fiacts  are  not  brought  up  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a 
gloomy  picture  of  humanity.  They  are  brought  up  to  show,  in 
opposition  to  certain  writers,  that  all  rose-colored  pictures  of 
heathen  life  are  false,  and  to  convince  those  who  may  have 
been  misled  by  such  pictures,  that  they  are  false,  on  the  testi- 
mony of  unquestionable  witnesses  who  have  seen  and  known 
what  Buddhism  is  in  its  home.  These  &cts  are  brought  up  to 
show — ^strange  that  it  should  have  become  necessary  to  have  it 
shown — that  the  moral  results  of  Buddhism  as  seen  in  Burmah, 
India,  and  China,  are  not  to  be  compared  with  those  of  Chris- 
tianity. Undoubtedly  we  in  New  England  have  our  vices — 
but  no  intelligent  observer  could  draw  such  a  picture  of  life 
here  as  intelligent  men  draw  of  life  there.  Take  any  one  of 
the  great  vices  of  humanity,  and  how  many  here  are  licentious, 
how  many  are  profane,  how  many  are  drunkards;  how  many 
are  cheats,  how  many  homes,  from  the  humblest  to  the  highest, 
as  compared  with  the  whole,  are  impura  These  vices  among 
us  assume  an  individual  and  not  a  national  character.  In  fact, 
if  we  take  only  a  bird's-eye  view  of  the  general  civilization  of 
the  most  civilized  heathen  land,  and  of  the  at  least  moderately 
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civilized  New  England,  our  difficoltj  will  not  be  in  answering 
the  question  which  is  the  more  advanced  in  morality  and  vir- 
tue, but  in  understanding  the  audacity  which  would  raise  the 
question  I 

The  civilization  of  the  nations  of  the  earth  is  not  to  be 
estimated  by  the  magnitude  of  the  works  which  they  undertake. 
Immense  piles  of  masonry,  vast  palaces  and  pyramids,  Chinese 
or  Boman  walls,  are  signs  not  so  much  of  a  true  civilization  as 
of  a  tyrannical  power  which  calls  at  will  an  unlimited  supply  of 
forced  labor  out  of  an  over-populated  country  to  do  its  bidding. 
The  walls  of  Babylon,  the  palaces  of  Nineveh  and  Persepolis, 
the  pyramids  of  Egypt,  rose  with  the  groans  of  down-trodden 
humanity.  The  true  test  of  a  civilization  is  in  its  elevation  of 
the  masses,  its  exaltation  of  the  average  man  in  comfort,  in  cul- 
ture, in  morals;  in  all  that  makes  a  man.  It  is  not  necessary 
here  to  bring  forward  fects  to  show  that  tested  by  this  sign — 
what  is  to  be  found  in  the  average  home,  the  average  appli- 
ances of  art  and  science,  as  well  as  the  elements  of  manly 
virtue — China,  which  has  been  cited  as  the  most  advanced 
of  civilized  heathen,  is  behind  the  average  of  Christendom. 
China  is  not  without  her  wonders  of  history.  She  is  not  with- 
out her  honorable  service  of  mankind.  She  has  made  contri- 
butions, as  have  other  heathen  nations,  to  the  arts.  It  has  been 
perhaps  correctly  asserted  that  a  thousand  yeai-s  ago  China 
was  the  most  civilized  nation  of  the  globe.  But  that  period 
marks  the  transition  from  the  downfall  of  the  heathen  civiliza- 
tions to  the  establishment  of  a  Christian  civilization.  And  in 
the  march  of  that  Christian  civilization,  China  has  fallen  in  the 
rear.  She  has  not  even  known  how  to  utilize  some  of  her  most 
noted  discoveries  as  they  have  been  utilized  by  Christian  na- 
tions. Narrow  in  her  religion,  she  has  been  narrow  in  her  na- 
tional policy,  narrow  in  her  ideas  of  learning,  and  contracted  in 
her  civilization.  The  tremendous  awakening  of  human  intel- 
lect and  unfolding  of  human  energy  which  Christian  nations 
now  exhibit,  the  developments  of  industry  and  the  investiga- 
tions of  science,  the  subjugation  of  the  forces  of  nature  to  the 
service  of  man,  as  in  steam  and  electricity,  are  due  in  large 
measure  to  the  force  of  that  Christian  doctrine  which  is  always 
holding  up  a  glorious  future  for  humanity,  only  to  be  possessed 
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along  with  the  possession  of  virtue  and  godliness.  And  that 
glorioas  future  Buddhism  knows  nothing  of. 

And  now,  let  us  go  back  a  moment  and  compare  Buddhism 
with  ChristiaDity.  On  the  one  hand  is  a  view  of  life  which 
makes  it  a  tomb,  on  the  other  a  view  of  life  which  fills  it  with 
hop&  On  the  one  hand  is  man,  brother  to  the  brute  and  child 
of  a  law  as  relentless  as  fate ;  on  the  other  hand  is  man  the  child 
of  God.  On  the  one  hand  is  the  destiny  of  annihilation,  on  the 
other  the  offer  of  a  glowing  immortality.  On  the  one  hand  is 
a  virtue  bom  of  the  idea  of  merit,  on  the  other  a  virtue  bom  of 
lova  On  the  one  hand  is  a  heathen  civilization,  on  the  other 
a  Christian  civilization.  Have  we  to  learn  of  Eastem  Asia,  or 
do  we  hold  in  Jesus  Christ  a  power  for  human  elevation  and 
for  human  salvation  from  sin  and  sorrow,  which,  as  Christian 
men  and  women,  we  are  bound  to  send  forth  till  all  men  are 
blessed  in  the  possession  of  it? 

Two  hundred  and  fifty-three  years  ago,  our  fathers  set  foot 
on  Plymouth  Rock.  December,  with  its  cold,  gray  sky,  and 
bleak  shores,  gave  them  a  very  cheerless  welcome.  One  after 
one,  men,  women,  and  children  climbed  down  the  sides  of  the 
Mayflower,  and  seated  themselves  in  the  little  boat  that  bore 
them  ashora  The  cold  spray  sprinkled  them,  the  cold  sea 
benumbed  them,  and  chilled  them  as  it  washed  the  rock  with 
its  waves.  The  cold  frost  pinched  them  as  they  crowded 
together  on  the  beach.  And  the  cold  blast  over  tiieir  heada 
warned  them  of  a  winter  of  suflfering,  of  peril,  of  sickness,  and 
death.  But  off  from  the  cold  sea  on  to  the  colder  land  they 
came  and  planted  a  Christian  civilization.  They  founded  a 
colony  in  the  love  of  liberty,  in  the  worship  of  God,  and  the 
practice  of  Christian  virtue. 

From  that  time  to  this.  New  England  has  developed  rapidly 
in  all  that  constitutes  material  prosperity  and  moral  power. 
She  has  welcomed  to  her  institutions  and  her  influence  men  of 
all  climes  and  all  nations — ^the  refined  and  the  wealthy,  the 
poor,  the  oppressed,  the  Christian,  and  the  heathen.  Wave  after 
wave  of  foreign  population  has  rolled  in  upon  her,  and  while 
those  waves  have  brought  much  that  was  virtuous,  they  have 
brought  much  of  ignorance  and  vice. 
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It  has  been  the  work  of  Christian  New  England  to  elevate 
and  purify  this  stream  as  well  as  to  maintain  its  own  standard 
of  religion  and  virtue.  If  she  sometimes  staggers  under  the 
magnitude  of  her  work,  let  it  not  be  ours  to  point  the  finger  at 
her ;  let  us  rather  not  forget  that  what  we  enjoy  Aere,  we  owe  to 
the  faith  of  that  little  company  which  landed  on  the  strand 
under  the  cold  sky  of  that  bleak  December  day. 
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Article  V.— FRIEDRICH   ADOLF   TRENDELENBURG. 

1.  Logische  Unttrsuchungen,  von  A.  Tbendblenburg,  Zweite 
erganzte  Auflaga     Leipzig,  1862. 

2.  Htstarische  Beitrage  zur  Philosophies  von  A.  Trendelenburg, 
3  Banda     Berlin,  1846-1867. 

3.  Naturrecht  auf  dem  Chrunde  der  JSthik,  von  Adolf  Trende- 
lenburg, Zweite  auagefiihrte  Auflaga    Leipzig,  1868. 

1  Kleine  Schrifien^  von  Adolf  Trendelenburg,  2  Theile. 
Leipzig,  1871. 

5.  Elementa  Logices  Aristotelicce.     6**  Ausgabe.     Berlin,  1868. 

6.  Erlduterungen^  efc.     2*®  Ausgabe.     Berlin,  1861. 

7.  Zur  Erinnerung  an  Friedrich  Adolf  Trendelenburg, 
Vortrag  gehalten  am  Leibniztage,  1872,  in  der  Koniglicfaen 
Akademie  der  Wissenschaften  von  H.  Bonitz.    Berlin,  1872. 

8.  Adolf  Trendelenburg,  von  Dr.  Ernst  Bratuschek.  Berlin, 
1878. 

'*The  kind  of  philosophy  which  one  chooses,"  says  Fichte, 
*'  depends  on  the  kind  of  man  one  is ;  for  a  philosophical  sys- 
tem is  not  a  lifeless  piece  of  household  furniture ;  on  the  con- 
trary, it  is  animated  by  the  soul  of  the  man  who  has  it" 
"  Philosophy  is  the  history  of  philosophy."  Doubtless  every 
man,  even  the  lowest,  has  his  philosophy.  He  has  a  distinct 
set  of  beliefs,  positive  or  negative,  respecting  the  nature  and 
origin  of  things,  the  government  of  the  world,  and  his  own 
destiny.  They  are  his,  even  though  derived  from  "  the  tradi- 
tion of  the  elders,"  his  forefathers ;  they  are  his,  in  a  still  more 
eminent'  sense,  if  they  are  the  outcome  of  his  own  thinking  or 
of.  his  moral  preferences.  Philosophy,  in  this  wider  sense,  is 
the  most  perfect  indication  of  character,  and  the  ideal  of  a 
noble  man  is  of  one  whose  philosophy,  intelligently  thought 
out,  rounded  off,  and  adopted,  is  but  the  conscious,  theoretic  J 
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aocompanimeat  and  reflex  of  a  noble  life  and  character.  A  most 
striking  illustmtion  of  this  interpenetration  of  life  and  theory 
is  furnished  by  the  biography  of  Friedrich  Adolf  Trendelen- 
burg, for  whom  also,  philosophy,  in  a  special,  but  not  in  the 
narrowest  sense,  was  identical  with  the  history  of  philosophy. 

It  were  easy,  by  reference  to  the  history  of  philosophy  and 
the  biographies  of  its  representatives,  to  show  how,  universally, 
the  personalities  of  the  leading  philosophers  have  found  ex- 
pression in  their  systems.  The  aristocratic  Plato  has  a  more 
than  wholesome  horror  of  the  so-called  pollutions  of  matter,  and 
identifies  true  reality  with  the  ideal.  And,  for  the  rest,  modern 
philosophy  has  not  found  it  easy,  as  yet,  to  determine  what 
reality,  if  any,  belongs  in  fact  to  the  material  as  such — that  is, 
what  matter  truly  is.  Aristotle,  more  involved  in  the  practical 
problems  of  life,  plants  his  theory  more  cautiously  on  the 
palpable  earth.  In  modem  times,  the  calm  and  consequent 
spirit  of  Spinoza  gives  birth  to  the  all-comprehensive  system 
known  by  his  name,  in  which  God  is  all,  and  tranquil,  unfret- 
f  ul  submission  to  the  necessary  laws  of  the  universe  (of  God)  is 
deduced  as  the  corollary,  and  is  exemplified  in  the  philoso- 
pher's life.  The  pietistic  training  of  Kant's  youth  leaves  its 
traces  in  the  well-known,  life-long  conscientiousness  of  this 
founder  of  modern  critical  philosophy,  and  re-appears  still  more 
conspicuously  in  the  notion  of  duty,  on  which  his  moral  philoso- 
phy is  founded,  and  in  the  categorical  imperative,  in  which  its 
fundamental  requirement  is  formulated.  From  facts  like  these, 
what  is  to  be  inferred  ?  That  philosophy  is  simply  a  system 
of  beliefs,  the  expression  of  personal  traits,  and  that  it  moves, 
hence,  eternally  round  in  the  yicious  circle  of  the  ever- varying 
but  substantially  unchanging  opinions  and  characters  of  man- 
kind? This  was  not  the  view  of  Trendelenburg,  who  sought 
in  the  systems  of  the  past  for  the  elements  of  permanent  value, 
and  sought  to  add  to  these  and  to  build  upon  them,  as  upon  a 
basis  of  historically  demonstrated  solidity. 

Friedrich  Adolf  Trendelenburg  was  born  in  Eutin,  in  the 
principality  of  Lubeck,  Nov.  80th,  1802.  His  father,  who  had 
studied  law,  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Danish  government  as 
postal  agent  at  Eutin.  He  lived  in  simple  but  comfortable  cir- 
cumstances, caring  intelligently  for  the  education  of  his  children 
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and  being  the  **  model  of  a  German  father  and  citizen."  Tren- 
delenburg's mother,  the  daughter  of  a  country  clergyman,  was 
a  woman  of  gentle,  simple  tastes,  abounding  in  charity,  and  in- 
spiring the  aflFection  of  her  children.  The  influence  of  both 
parents  in  determining  the  loyal,  genuine,  earnest  character  of 
the  son  was  great,  and  the  latter  rewarded  their  love  and  devo- 
tion fully  and  in  kind.  Of  Trendelenburg's  four  uncles,  on 
the  father's  side,  one  was  a  physician  and  another  a  lawyer  in 
Eutin,  while  the  other  two  were  teachers  of  the  daisies  in  the 
gymnasia  at  Dantzic  and  Lubeck.  These,  and  other,  older 
family  associations  seconded  the  natural  desire  of  the  father 
and  the  inclination  of  the  son  in  the  matter  of  the  acquisition 
of  a  thorough,  liberal  education  for  the  latter.  Happily,  al- 
though Eutin  was  and  is  still  but  a  small  town,  of  less  than 
4,000  inhabitants,  the  school  advantages  there  were  good.  Tren- 
delenburg was  early  placed  in  the  gymnasium,  which  was  un- 
der the  direction  of  one  Konig,  and  there  he  remained  until 
the  completion  of  his  studies  preparatory  for  the  University. 
He  learned  not  without  difiSculty ;  but  his  conscientious,  eager 
industry  enabled  him  nevertheless  to  prosecute  his  studies  in 
mathematics  and  other  German  branches,  and  in  the  classics 
with  marked  success,  so  that  on  leaving  the  school  at  the  end 
of  a  course,  the  last  year  of  which  was  partly  spent  in  teaching 
lower  classes,  he  received  a  specially  commendatory,  documen- 
tary statement  of  his  character  and  acquirements,  at  the  hands 
of  his  teacher.  "  One,"  Trendelenburg  used  subsequently  to 
say,  "  can  do  anything  which  he  is  earnestly  resolved  upon," 
and  in  the  spirit  of  this  maxim  he  had  successfully,  but  labori- 
ously, gone  through  the  first,  long  stage  in  his  student  life. 
The  germs  of  much  that  was  characteristic  in  the  life,  character, 
and  teaching  of  Trendelenbuig,  were  laid  or  partly  developed 
in  this  early  period  of  schooling.  In  an  address  delivered  in 
1857,  on  entering  upon  the  rectorship  of  the  University  of 
Berlin,  Trendelenburg  says :  *'  The  ancient  languages  and  the 
mathematics  are  the  way  to  the  heights  of  humanity  and  into 
the  innermost  nature  of  things."  The  foundations  of  this  opin- 
ion were  laid  under  Konig,  under  whose  direction  the  reading 
of  the  classics  was  to  him  (as  he  himself  says)  "  a  stimulus, 
leading  him  to  seek  for  the  spirit  of  the  ancients  in  their  writ- 
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ings,  to  strive  to  learn  how  to  think  after  the  model  of  the 
great  thinkers,  and  to  clothe  his  thoughts  in  similar,  beautiful 
form."  Under  the  same  teacher,  also,  Trendelenburg  enjoyed 
the  advantage  of  private  instruction  in  logic  and  philosophy, 
Kant's  works  being  made  especially  the  subject  of  sympathetic 
and  careful  study,  while  the  sentiment  towards  Fichte  was 
cooler,  and  Hegel  was  declared  by  the  instructor  to  be  to  him 
incomprehensible,  and  his  "  pure  thought "  the  nptarov  g}£v6os 
of  modem  pfhilosophy. 

It  is  impossible  to  represent  in  too  strong  a  light  the  benefit 
to  the  future  philosopher  of  this  early  period  of  ten  years  of 
training  in  the  gymnasium.  What  earnest  American  scholar 
will  not  look  with  envy  upon  one  who  had  the  advantage  in 
his  youth  of  reading  through  **  nearly  all  the  Greek  and  Latin 
authors  that  are  ever  read  in  schools,"  some  of  their  works 
being  read  *'  several  times,"  and  all  this  under  a  teacher  of 
broad  philological  and  literary  training  and  of  independent 
philosophical  intelligence  ?  And  we  say  nothing  of  the  thorough 
course  in  mathematics,  rhetoric,  and  other  German  branches, 
nor  of  other  languages,  as  Hebrew,  English,  French,  learned 
either  in  the  gymnasium  or  under  private  teachers.  All  this 
careful  and  extensive  study  and  training,  which  do  not  stop 
short  with  the  elementary,  but  actually  take  the  student  into 
the  inner  sanctuary  of  learning,  give  the  German  student  a 
preparation  for  future  study  and  labor,  at  the  University  and 
in  subsequent  life,  which  we  Americans  must  also  secure  for 
ourselves,  would  we  ever  become  alike  competent  and  indepen- 
dent in  our  philosophical  and  literary  judgment,  and  respected 
in  the  world  of  scholars. 

At  the  same  early  period  in  his  life,  also,  Trendelenburg  be- 
came specially  penetrated  with  a  sense  of  the  importance  and 
sacred  character  of  the  teacher's  vocation,  to  which  he  resolved 
completely  to  devote  himself. 

The  four  years  from  Easter,  1822,  till  Easter,  1826,  were  spent 
by  Trendelenburg  in  University  studies.  Until  the  autumn  of 
1828,  he  studied  at  Kiel,  devoting  his  attention  to  philosophy, 
history,  theology,  and  philology.  His  instructors  in  the  first  of 
these  branches  were  Reinhold,  who  in  Jena,  thirty  years  previ- 
ously, had  with  such  brilliant  tokens  of  success  expounded  the 
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philosophy  of  Kant,  and  von  Berger,  a  philosopher  of  Danish 
origin,  famUiar  with  the  then  current  phases  of  Q-erman  philos- 
ophy and  seeking  to  unite  the  teachings  of  Fichte  and  Schel- 
ling.     These  men,  by  their  moral  and  scientific  enthusiasm, 
and  the  latter  by  some  of  his  fundamental  teachings,  left  a 
deep  impression  in  the  mind  and  opinions  of  Trendelenburg, 
an  impression  which  subsequent  years  did  but  confirm.     From 
the  fall  of  1828,  till  the  corresponding  period  in  the  following 
year,  Trendelenburg  studied  at  Leipzig,  attracted  thither,  es- 
pecially by  the  unusual  advantages  then,  as  now,  offered  by  the 
University  in  that  city,  for  the  prosecution  of  philological 
studiea     There,  among  others,  Gottfried  Hermann,   '*  the  first 
Greek  of  his  times,"  lectured.     Here  Trendelenburg  devoted 
his  attention  principally  to  philology,  Greek,  Latin,  and  Hebrew. 
But  his  relations  to  his  teachers  were  less  genial  than  they  had 
been  in  Kiel,  and  after  some  hesitation  between  Bonn  and 
Berlin,  Trendelenburg  repaired,  with  his  father's  consent,  to 
Berlin,  where  he  finished  his  studies  and  graduated,  after  hear- 
ing one  course  of  lectures  by  H^el,  who  failed  to  inspire  con- 
viction in  him,  and  others  by  Schleiermacher  (on  ^Esthetics), 
Neander  (on  Church  History),  Bitter  (on  Geography),  Hagen 
(on  German  and  Northern  Mythology),  Bopp  (on  Science  of 
Language),  and  Steffens  (on  Physical  Philosophy),  and  study- 
ing Gothic  with  Zeune,  Sanscrit  with  Bosen,  and  learning  fenc- 
ing and  gymnastics  with  Eiselen.      In   his  whole  course  of 
University  studies  Trendelenburg  proved  himself  an  earnest 
student  and  independent  thinker.      Conscientiously  did  he 
devote  himself  to  the  study  of  the  great  thinkers  of  ancient 
Greece  and  modem  Germany,  with  a  view  to  the  determina- 
tion of  his  own  philosophical  beliefs.     The  necessity  of  a  de- 
finite and  intelligently  adopted  and  well  grounded  system  of 
such  beliefs  was  ever  present  to  his  mind.     "  One  must  have  a 
philosophical  system,  just  as  one  must  have  a  house,"  he  wrote, 
while  at  Berlin,  "and  this  house  each  must  build  for  himself; 
it  must  be  almost  moveable,  like  a  tent,  and  susceptible  of 
enlargement;"  accordingly  he  labored  diligently  in  his  years  of 
preparatory  study  to  bring  together  the  materials  for  the  final 
structure  of  his  system.      His  attention  was  nearly  equally 
divided  between  philology  and  philosophy,  but  his  interest  lay 
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chiefly  in  the  direction  of  the  latter,  the  studies  in  philology 
being  prosecuted  largely  with  a  view  to  their  bearing  on  the 
investigation  of  the  doctrines  of  the  ancient  philosophers.  He 
took  his  degree  after  having  sustained  the  usual  disputations 
on  theses  selected  by  himself  and  preparing  and  publishing  a 
Latin  dissertation  on  "  Plato's  doctrine  of  Ideas  and  Number, 
in  the  Light  of  Aristotle's  Criticisms."  The  theses  defended 
by  him  are  characteristic  of  the  direction  of  his  mind  and  of 
his  philosophical  convictions  at  that  time ;  and  these  convictions 
remained  with  him  subsequently  unaltered.  The  theses  were 
the  following :  **  The  study  of  Etymology  discloses  a  popular 
philosophy  of  conceptions;"  "In  philosophy,  as  elsewhere, 
belief  precedes  knowledge;"  "  As  negation  without  presupposed 
affirmation  is  impossible,  so  also  is  pure  skepticism ;"  ^'  Kant's 
incognoscible  *  things-in-themselves '  do  not  follow  even  from 
his  demonstrations  concerning  the  nature  of  space  and  time ;" 
"  As  space  and  time  are  pure  and  primitive  forms  of  intuition, 
so  also  is  motion  such-  a  form." 

The  first  and  the  two  last  of  these  theses  mani  in  particular 
the  tone  and  direction  of  much  that  was  of  prime  significance 
in  the  later  philosophical  investigations  and  doctrines  of  Tren- 
delenburg. The  dissertation  showed  how  Platonism  was  to  be 
corrected  by  Aristotelianism ;  the  bond  of  connection  between 
the  immaterial  ideas  and  the  concrete  things  whose  reality  is 
derived  from  their  participation  in  the  ideas,  was  to  be  supplied 
by  the  addition  of  the  Aristotelian  principle  of  motion,  and 
the  (Aristotelian)  principle  of  finality,  obscured  or  inadequately 
apprehended  by  Plato,  in  his  identification  of  the  Good  with 
Absolute  Being,  was  also  to  be  distinctly  introduced. 

For  seven  years  after  his  departure  from  the  University, 
Trendelenburg — in  this  following  the  example  of  other,  more 
eminent  German  philosophers  before  him,  Kant,  Fichte,  H^el 
— ^was  occupied  with  the  duties  of  a  private  tutor.  Brilliant 
openii^gs  had  indeed  not  been  wanting  to  him  ;  the  professor- 
ship of  philology  at  Kiel  and  a  position  in  the  gymnasium  at 
Liibeck  were  oflFered  him.  His  reasons  for  declining  these 
positions  were  characteristic  of  the  man.  The  professorship  at 
Kiel,  great  as  were  its  attractions  for  him,  would  have  demanded 
of  him  the  preparation  and  giving  of  lectures  in  a  wider  field 
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than  that  which  his  philological  studies  had  &irlj  covered. 
**  I  have  freely  told  you,"  he  writes  to  Twesten,  theological 
professor  at  Kiel,  "  how  in  the  last  years  I  have  occupied  my- 
self very  particularly  with  Plato  and  Aristotle  and  the  history 
of  ancient  philosophy.  I  have  indeed  sought  to  keep  myself 
in  near  and  living  relation  to  all  the  other  parts  of  philological 
science.  But  I  would  now  first  accomplish  something  worth 
the  while  in  the  one  direction  mentioned.  Were  I  now  to 
undertake  to  teach  in  the  whole  field  of  philology,  I  should  be 
unable  to  carry  out  the  golden  maxim :  to  concentrate  in  the 
smallest  paint  the  greatest  force.  I  should  perhaps  render  myself 
and  others  superficial ;  myself,  for  the  whole  field  of  philology 
appears  to  me  as  too  extensive ;  and  others,  because  in  numer- 
ous branches  I  am  too  scantily  prepared  to  teacL  Were  my 
acquisitions  more  solid  in  that  department  in  which  1  desire  at 

some  time  to  accomplish  something  creditable, I 

should  perhaps  ask  you  whether  I  might  not  be  useful  to  the 
University  of  Kiel  in  a  position  in  which  philology  and  philos- 
ophy should  be  united.  But  I  am  unwilling  to  appear  as 
unripe  fruit,  and  the  evidence  of  ripeness  I  can  acquire  only  as 
I  feel  it  within  myself.  To  the  eye  the  apple  often  appears  red 
before  it  is  ripe  within."  And  so  Trendelenburg  deliberately 
chose  the  more  modest  position  of  private  tutor  for  the  son  of 
Postmaster-General  von  Nagler  at  Berlin,  having  rightly  appre- 
hended the  lesson  of  laboring  and  waiting.  The  acceptance  of 
this  place  afforded  him  the  leisure  and  freedom  from  responsi- 
bility necessary  for  the  continuance  and  relative  completion  of 
the  work  of  **  gathering  the  materials  "  for  his  philosophical 
house,  although  the  demands  which  it  involved  upon  his  time 
and  energies  were  not  slight  The  position  had  the  further 
advantage  of  bringing  him  into  desired  relation  to  a  circle  of 
refinement  and  culture,  and  of  increasing  his  knowledge  of 
the  world  by  occasional  journeys  with  his  ward. 

One  principal  work  occupied  him  during  his  life  in  the  family 
of  von  Nagler.  This  was  the  preparation  and  annotation  of 
an  edition  of  Aristotle's  De  Animas  the  publication  of  which 
marked  an  epoch  in  the  careful  study  and  correct  interpreta- 
tion of  the  Greek  author.  "  The  study  and  investigation  of 
Aristotle's  doctrines,"  says  Bratuschek,  "  appeared  to  him  [in 
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his  earlier  period]  ever  more  and  more  as  his  life's  work."  Fit- 
tingly and  brilliantly  did  he  continue  this  work — begun  in  the 
study  of  Plato  with  Aristotle's  eyes — ^in  the  publication  just 
mentioned. 

The  remainder  of  Trendelenburg's  biography  may  be  briefly 
summarized.  Thus  much  of  it  has  been  given  relatively  in 
detail,  since  it  throws  such  instructive  light  on  the  conscien- 
tiousness and  thoroughness  which  not  only  marked  the  scientific 
career  of  this  particular  philosopher,  but  must  be  illustrated  in 
the  lite  of  every  true  student 

In  1888,  while  at  Paris,  Trendelenburg  received  from  Minis- 
ter von  Altenstein  his  appointment  to  an  "extraordinary" 
professorship  of  philosophy  at  Berlin.  The  salary  was  to  be 
moderate,  but  was  to  be  supplemented  by  work  performed  in 
the  commission  for  the  examination  of  candidates  for  positions 
in  the  public  schools  of  Prussia.  Trendelenburg  accepted  the 
position  gladly,  and  entered  upon  the  performance  of  his  duties 
as  professor  with  courage  and  hope.  In  1887,  on  the  occasion 
of  his  receiving  a  call  to  the  place  left  vacant  by  H.  Bitter  at 
Kiel,  his  professorship  was  changed  to  a  full  or  "  ordinary  " 
one,  and  in  this  position  the  remainder  of  his  life  was  passed. 
In  1846,  he  was  elected  a  regular  member  of  the  Berlin  Acad- 
emy, and  in  the  following  year  was  made  secretary  of  the 
section  for  the  history  of  philosophy,  an  office  which  also  he 
continued  to  hold  until  about  the  time  of  his  death. 

Trendelenburg's  lectures  extended  over  psychology,  logic, 
history  of  philosophy,  ethics,  and  the  philosophy  of  law.  His 
lecture  room  was  usually  crowded.  His  genial  manners  and 
the  simple  fitness  and  felicity  of  his  style  and  delivery  rendered 
him  unusually  attractive.  As  an  examiner  in  the  above- 
mentioned  commission  he  acquired  great  influence  among  the 
higher  class  of  teachers  in  Prussia  and  throughout  Germany. 
His  devotion  to  labor  was  unflagging,  his  health  always  per- 
fectly good  until  very  near  the  end  of  his  life,  his  family, 
social,  religious,  and  political  relations  agreeable,  and  his  death 
(Jan.  24, 1872)  very  widely  regretted.*    His  principal  works,  are 

*  Of  Trendelenburg's  dogmatic  views  in  theology,  the  writer  of  this  Article  has 
no  information  which  descends  to  details.  Rationalism  had  entered  his  father's 
family  before  his  birth,  but  it  evidently  coexisted  with  warmly  devout  feeling. 
This  feeling,  wholly  separated  from  fanaticism  or  mysticism,  continued  to  permeate 
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in  addition  to  the  edition  of  Aristotle^s  De  Anima,  his  Logical 
Investigations  (1840,  2d  ed.,  1862,  3d  ed.,  1870),  his  Natural 
Bight  (1860,  2d  ed,,  1868),  and  his  Historical  Qmiributiofis  to 
Philosophy  (voL  i,  1846,  on  the  History  of  the  Doctrine  of 
Categories ;  vol.  ii,  1856,  vol.  iii,  1867,  mostly  critical  articles 
on  ancient  and  modern  philosophers  and  philosophical  systems). 
Numerous  addresses,  chiefly  delivered  in  the  Academy  and 
relating  to  questions  philosophical,  historico-political,  and 
»sthetic,  are  published  in  his  Minor  Writings  (2  vola,  1870). 
He  also  published  Elements  of  the  Aristotelian  Logic  (a  compila- 
tion of  select  passages  from  the  Organon,  with  Latin  notes), 
which  went  through  four  editions  at  least,  also  a  volume  in  Oer- 
man  of  elucidations  of  the  same,  which  reached  the  second  edi- 
tion, and  both  especially  designed  for  use  in  the  higher  schools. 

While  the  life  and  philosophical  career  of  Trendelenburg 
furnish  an  extremely  attractive  object  of  study  and  attention, 
on  account  of  the  harmonious,  happy  flow  of  the  former  and 
the  discreet  method  and  practical  fruitfulness  of  the  latter,  the 
special  importance  of  the  man  and  of  his  doctrines  are  founded 
on  their  relation  to  the  historical  development  of  philosophical 
thought  in  Germany. 

The  philosophy  of  Germany  had  ever  been  and  still  is  pre- 
vailingly idealistic.  Its  founder,  Leibnitz,  an  Aristotle  by  his 
encyclopaedic  knowledge  and  his  thoughtful  union  of  the  theo- 
retical and  the  practical,  had  identified  matter  with  active  force 
and  had  conceived  the  latter  after  the  analogy  of  spiritual,  con- 
scious existence.   The  life  of  the  monads  was  ideal ;  it  consisted 

Trendelenburg's  character  through  life.  It  is  strikingly  and  most  orthodozly 
expressed  in  a  poem  composed  bj  Trendelenburg  in  his  school-dajs,  and  given  by 
Bratuachek  in  his  monograph  on  Trendelenburg.  Later  it  appeared  in  such  ex- 
pressions as  "  It  is  a  great  and  glorious  thing  to  call  up  the  simple  gospel  into 
intimate  life  within  one's  self,"  in  the  tendency  to  repel  all  "  construction  "  of 
Christianity  from  the  stand-point  of  plulosophical  systems,  in  the  profound  belief 
in  Divine  Providence  and  apparently  reverent  and  loving  acceptance  of  the  au- 
thority of  Christ  (cf.  Kkme  Schrfften,  i,  p.  73).  But  with  Trendelenburg,  as  with 
German  phUosophers,  generally,  who  are  not  professed  theologians,  philosophy 
was  an  independent  sdenoe,  which  was,  if  any  thing,  to  confirm,  and  not  to  be 
confirmed  by,  religion,  so  that  it  is  only  virtually  (but  none  the  less  truly),  and  not 
by  reason  of  any  distinct  utterances  or  claims  in  his  writings,  that  Trendelenburg 
could  be  termed  (by  his  friend  Mayer,  see  Bratuachek,  p.  222)  a  "  Christian 
philosopher.'' 
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in  the  possession  of  more  or  less  distinct  perceptions.  With 
Kant  the  cardinal  point  in  philosophy  became,  under  the  in- 
fluence of  the  English  philosophers,  Locke  and  Hume,  anthropo- 
logical and,  if  it  may  be  thus  termed,  cognitional,  rather  than 
ontological  or  cosmological ;  the  question  of  first  importance 
was,  what  can  man  know  ?  and  not,  as  it  had  been  before,  what 
is  the  nature  of  things?  The  skeptical  conclusion,  by  which 
theoretical  knowledge  was  confined  within  the  limits  of  the 
subjectively  phenomenal  and  relative,  and  the  moral  conclusion, 
resting  in  the  postulates  of  God*s  existence,  of  human  freedom, 
and  of  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  led,  as  is  known,  in  the  sys- 
tem of  Fichte  to  the  doctrine  of  complete  subjective  idealism : 
since,  of  the  two  factors,  by  the  cooperation  of  which  Kant  ac- 
counted for  the  facts  of  human  knowledge,  namely,  the  mind 
with  its  innate  forms  and  functions,  and  the  unknown  and  un- 
knowable "things-in-themselves,"  the  latter  had  inconsequently 
had  ascribed  to  them  by  Kant  a  causative  agency  in  the  pro- 
duction of  impressions  and  ideas  in  the  human  mind  (inconse- 
quently, for  Kant  had  elsewhere  sought  to  demonstrate  that 
the  range  of  causality  was  confined  absolutely  to  the  sphere  of 
phenomena,  in  distinction  from  "things-in-themselves"y  Fichte, 
with  characteristic  logical  boldness  and  recklessness,  resolved  to 
derive  the  whole  universe  from  the  subject  alone,  i  e.,  from  the 
Me^  and  hence  was  obliged  also  to  identify  God,  the  Absolute, 
with  the  absolute  subject  Philosophy,  thus  fairly  launched  on 
the  sea  of  pure  speculation,  with  no  acknowledged  guidance 
but  that  of  a  purely  a  priori  or  dialectic  method,  did  not  delay, 
with  the  aid  of  Schelling  and  H^el,  to  run  to  the  very  end  of 
the  idealistic  tether,  landing  in  the  system  of  absolute  idealism. 
In  this  system  the  absolute,  apprehended  in  pure  thought  as 
identity  of  thought  and  being,  figured  as  the  source  whence  the 
dialectic  method  was  to  trace  the  development  of  the  whole 
universe  of  reality.  The  real  was  to  be  construed — ideally  con- 
structed— a  priori  Bich  in  grand  conceptions  and  suggestive 
thoughts,  this  philosophy,  nevertheless,  did  such  insolent — had 
it  not  been  ludicrous — violence  to  established  facts  of  positive 
science  and  of  history,  that,  while  the  crowd  of  men  aspiring  to 
be  accounted  the  possessors  of  philosophical  opinions,  but  too 
indolent  or  impotent  to  form  them  for  themselves,  were  sunning 
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themselves  in  the  light  of  the  new  intellectual  luminary,  others, 
more  suspicious  of  appearances,  could  not  but  inquire  whether 
the  original  source  of  all  this  glow  were  not  perhaps,  after  all, 
but  the  phosphorescence  of  unsound  materials,  or,  in  other  words, 
whether  the  authority  by  which  the  new  philosophy  adjudicated 
a  priori  upon  the  facts  of  the  universe  was  really  well  founded 
or  not.  This  philosophy  wrenched  by  its  demands  and  claims 
too  violently  the  fibres  of  average  human  belief,  not  to  be  fol- 
lowed by  reaction  and  resistance.  Criticism  would  naturally 
seek  to  detect  flaws  in  the  principle  and  method  of  the  new 
philosophy,  and  when  these  had  been  discovered  and  set 
forth  with  sufficient  evidence  to  shake  the  convictions  of  un- 
prejudiced believers,  the  query  would  naturally  arise:  what 
philosophy  shall  we  fall  back  upon? — or,  what  does  the  his- 
tory of  philosophy  teach  us  to  rest  upon  as  solid  ground  of 
theory  ?  The  exponent,  par  Sminencej  of  this  criticism  and 
this  inquiry  was  Professor  Trendelenburg,  and  it  is  because  he 
is  thus  the  representative  of  a  new  tide  in  the  historic  progress 
of  German  thought,  that  his  life  and  philosophy  are  specially 
worthy  of  our  study. 

What  Trendelenburg  accomplished  may  profitably  be  con- 
sidered under  the  successive  heads  of, — 1.  Criticism  of  recent 
methods ;  2.  Historical  and  critical  investigation  and  rehabilita- 
tion! of  the  true  results  of  earlier,  especially  ancient  philosophy  ; 
8.  Positive  development  of  doctrine  on  the  basis  of  historically 
assured  results. 

I.  Trendelenburg's  positive  aim  was  the  establishment  of  a 
philosophical  theory  which  could  stand  the  test  of  comparison 
with  the  results  of  modem  science,  nay,  more,  which  sliould  be 
confirmed  by  and,  so  far  as  practicable,  founded  on  those  results. 
Recognizing  fully  the  necessity  of  experience  for  all  concrete 
knowledge,  respecting  the  various  positive  sciences  as  sovereign 
within  their  respective  spheres,  he  sought  in  philosophy  the 
common  band  which  should  unite  these  sciences,  and  not  a 
speculative  principle  which  should  produce  them  a  priori. 
Philosophy  was  to  be,  in  some  sense,  the  one  eye  overseeing 
them  all,  the  one  mind  comprehending  them  in  their  mutual 
relations  and  as  parts  of  one  ideal  whole ;  it  was  to  recognize 
in  the  case  of  each  science,  whether  concrete  or  abstract,  its 
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place  and  use  in  the  whole  organism  of  knowledge ;  it  was  to 
be  consummated  in  an  "  organic  conception  of  the  universe"  of 
thought  and  being. 

But  philosophy  was  not  to  dictate  to  positive  science  what  its 
methods  or  its  results  should  be ;  it  should  not  attempt  to  con- 
trol scientific  fact.  In  this  spirit,  it  differed  from  p^st-Kantian 
philosophy.  (H^el,  for  example,  concluded,  on  speculative 
grounds,  in  favor  of  Goethe's  luckless  theory  of  color,  and  could 
speak,  in  that  connection,  of  the  "  insipidity''  and  "  disingenu- 
ousness,  even"  of  Newton  I)  On  the  other  hand,  it  agreed  with 
the  spirit  of  Kant's  and  of  the  English  philosophy,  and  indeed 
with  the  tendency  of  modern  philosophy  as  a  whole,  in  regard- 
ing the  problem  of  knowledge — ^its  possibility  and  veracity — ^as 
the  fundamental  or  initial  one.  Now,  as  a  philosophy,  funda- 
mentally speaking,  must  err,  if  at  all,  either  in  its  assumptions 
or  in  its  methods,  and  as  the  current  results  of  philosophy  con- 
victed the  latter  of  error,  Trendelenburg's  first  search  was  for 
the  false  methods  or  assumptions  from  which  speculation  had 
been  proceeding.  He  found  them,  naturally,  both  conjoined 
and,  as  it  were,  intertwined,  and  his  first  work  was  to  show  their 
weakness  or  falsity. 

As  to  method  (logic),  German  philosophy  had  partly  devel- 
oped, partly  adopted  two  views  of  logic.  Kant,  substantially 
the  founder  of  the  one  view,  had  regarded  logic  as  a  purely 
formal  science,  having  to  do  simply  with  the  forms  of  thought, 
— notion,  judgment,  inference — without  reference  to  its  content. 
-A!nd  in  this  view  he  had  been  and  is  still  followed  by  numer- 
ous and  influential  imitators.  (Sir  William  Hamilton's  Logic  is 
the  notable  embodiment  of  this  view  in  English  literature.)  The 
oth 'r  view,  founded  proximately  in  the  method  of  Pichte  and 
Schelling,  came  to  perfection  in  the  celebrated  Logic  of  Hegel 
and  is  known  by  the  name  of  the  dialectic  method.  Against 
both  views  Trendelenburg  directs  his  criticism.  (It  will  be 
borne  in  mind  that  the  German  conception  and  consequent 
treatment  of  logic  differ  measurably  from  the  English,  in  unit- 
ing this  science  closely  either  with  the  discussion  of  the  prob- 
lem of  the  possibility  and  nature  of  knowledge,  or  with  meta- 
physics proper.  Only  the  adherents  of  the  formal  view  of  logic 
treat  it  as  exclusively  conversant  with  the  laws  of  thought  as 
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thought  without  reference  to  their  metaphysical  meaning  or 
objective  validity.  Trendelenburg,  true  to  his  organic  concep- 
tion of  the  world,  regards  thought  as,  ^'  so  to  speak,  the  highest 
organ  of  the  world,  so  that,  if  understood  in  its  forms,  it  points 
to  the  nature  of  the  things  which  it  is  destined  mentally  to  ap- 
prehend and  to  comprehend.'") 

To  the  formal  vieW  of  logic,  then,  Trendelenburg  objects  that 
it  regards  thought  without  due  reference  to  the  organic  end  and 
use  of  thought,  and  that  its  pretended  consideration  of  the  forms 
of  thought  apart  from  all  relation  to  what  is  thought,  is  imprac- 
ticable {Logische  Uniermchungen,  voL  i,  chap.  2).  From  the 
truth  of  formal  logic  would  follow  the  impossibility  of  a  philo- 
sophical development 

But  it  is  Trendelenburg's  criticism  of  the  Hegelian,  dialectic 
method,  which  did  the  most,  not  only  for  the  celebrity  of  the 
critic,  but  also  in  the  way  of  clearing  up  the  speculative  fog  in 
the  midst  of  which  German  speculation  was  floundering. 
Eduard  Zeller,  whose  competency  as  a  judge  none  can  deny — 
himself  originally  a  Hegelian — terms  Trendelenburg's  criticism 
of  the  dialectic  method  "sharp  and  successful"  {Qeschichie  der 
deutifchen  PhUosaphte,  Munich,  1878,  p.  908).  In  fact,  it  was 
annihilating ;  and  the  breaking  up  of  the  Hegelian  school  simul- 
taneously with  the  publication  of  the  "  Logical  Investigations^* 
and  with  the  public  discussion  which  they  stimulated,  was  by 
no  means  accidental  The  objections  of  Trendelenbui^  are 
directed  against  the  primal  assumption  of  the  method,  "  pure 
thought,"  and  against  the  alleged  process  of  immanent,  dialec- 
tic development  The  former  is  shown  to  be  impossible  and 
the  latter  to  be  not  what  it  claims  to  be,  viz  :  a  purely  a  priori 
process,  independent  of  experience. 

Empiricism  and  dogmatic  idealism,  in  attempting  to  answer 
the  fundamental  questions  of  philosophy,  become  involved  in 
contradictions  or  else  demand  of  the  unprejudiced  inquirer  the 
admission  of  what  he  is  unwilling  to  admit  without  better 
reason  than  any  alleged.  Absolute  idealism  requires  its  adepts 
at  the  outset  simply  to  think  {rein  denken  zu  wollen,  Hegel,  Mict/- 
chpadicj  §  78,  Logikj  Book  I,  init).  The  assurance  is  then 
held  out  that  through  an  inner  necessity  pure  thought  shall 
move   forward,    developing,    according    to   a    necessary    law 
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peculiar  to  itself,  the  whole  scientific  system  of  the  universe. 
What  must  otherwise  appear  simply  as  an  inexplicable  riddle, 
will  be  seen  in  its  true  nature  ;  God,  the  universe,  and  human- 
ity, with  their  laws,  will  be  seen,  as  it  were,  in  their  growth, 
and  the  how  and  the  why  of  all  things  shall  be  revealed  to  the 
satisfied  gaze  of  men.  Out  of  the  Absolute  the  finite,  the  real, 
shall  be  construed,  or,  rather,  developed.  The  beginning,  then, 
is  pure  thought,  without  definite,  concrete  content,  other  than 
pure  being,  which,  after  abstracting  from  all  concrete  objects, 
must  remain  as  the  necessary  (at  least  formally  objective)  cor- 
relative to  thought  But  then  pure  thought  and  pure  being 
will  be  identical,  and  it  may,  therefore,  also  be  said,  and  is  said, 
that  the  beginning  is  pure  being.  This  "  pure  being,"  the 
product  of  "  pure  abstraction,"  is,  however,  obviously  enough 
"  purely  nothing ;"  or  pure  being  and  pure  nothing  are  the 
sama  Thus  far,  apparently,  little  has  been  won ;  how  shall 
further  progress  be  made  from  a  beginning  which  seems  so  un- 
promising? Answer:  The  identity,  thus  established,  of  pure 
being  and  nothing  is  contradictory ;  thought  cannot  endure  a 
contradiction ;  hence  it  determines  itself,  and  Being  along  with 
it,  to  a  higher  notion,  to  which  notion  a  corresponding  higher 
reality  corresponds,  namely,  to  the  notion  of  Becoming,  in 
which,  as  in  a  higher  unity,  the  contradictory  terms  are  both 
contained  and  their  contradiction  resolved.  This  first  stage 
in  the  dialectic  process  illustrates,  then,  the  whole  method. 
First,  thesis ;  second,  antithesis ;  third,  synthesis.  The  synthe- 
sis serves,  however,  at  once  as  the  starting-point  for  a  new- 
progress,  the  moving  impulse  being  the  new  contradiction 
which  itself  is  found  to  involve  and  which  urges  on  (in  the 
form  of  a  new  antithesis)  to  the  determination  of  a  new  syn- 
thesis ;  and  so  on,  in  iudef.  In  the  above  exposition  is  seen,  also, 
in  its  .primal  manifestation  in  Hegers  system,  the  celebrated 
law  of  the  identity  of  contradictories,  as  also,  in  its  first  opera- 
tion, the  propelling  principle  which  lies  at  the  basis  of  the 
speculative  development  (We  do  not  here  inquire  whether 
the  antithetic  terms  are  true  contradictories,  nor  whether,  sup- 
posing them  to  be  such,  the  strange  perception  of  their  identity 
would  not  be  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  curiosity  and  the  interest 
of  thought  and  so  to  arrest  the  progress  of  the  development  by 
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taking  away  all  motive  for  pursuing  it  further.  The  former 
point,  at  least,  Trendelenburg,  as  we  shall  see,  has  considered 
for  us.) 

The  first  requirement  of  the  dialectic  method  being  that  we 
shall  simply  think,  the  question  arises  as  to  the  possibility  and 
import  of  this  pure  thought  Admitting  its  possibility  for  the 
moment,  we  remark  preliminarily  that  it  will  be  of  no  value 
or  concern  to  us,  unless  it  shall  possess  some  important  content 
and  advance  in  some  definite  diiection«  This  much  is  by  uni- 
versal recognition  essential  to  all  thought  worthy  of  the  name. 

The  expression  "  pure  thought"  is  an  inconveniently  indefi- 
nite one,  since  it  may  be  made  to  stand  for  an  important  truth 
or  to  conceal  an  impossibility.  It  may  denote  and  would  per- 
haps most  naturally  suggest  ''  the  Ideal,''  which  in  the  human 
mind  depends  upon  a  previous  knowledge  of  the  Real ;  or  it 
may  express  the  characteristic  quality  of  rationally  conscious, 
as  distinguished  from  non-conscious,  being ;  or,  finally,  it  may 
be  employed,  as  it  is  at  the  beginning  of  HegeFs  Logic^  as  a 
name  for  thought  engaged  with  no  definite,  concrete  object  and 
independent  of  sensibility.  Has  pure  thought,  in  this  last 
sense,  an  important  content  and  can  it  move  forward  in  a  defi- 
nite direction  ?  If  what  Hegel  claims  were  true,  the  question, 
in  both  its  clauses,  would  have  to  be  answered  with  a  decided 
affirmative.  This  we  have  already  seen.  But  let  us  look  a 
little  more  closely,  seeking  to  be  guided  only  by  the  old-fash- 
ioned and  scarcely  yet  antiquated  principle  of  the  identity  of 
things  identical  and  of  the  contradictory  and  hence  mutually 
exclusive  nature  of  things  contradictory.  We  are  required  by 
Hegel  to  abstract  from  all  that  which  sensation  offers  or  imag- 
ination construct&  Complying,  we  find  our  thought  occupied 
with  nothing  in  particular  and  with  everything  in  general,  i.  e., 
with  the  simple  notion  of  being,  for  "  everything,"  in  its  "  gen- 
eral" aspect,  is  simply  being.  Now,  could  we  arrive  even  at 
this  indefinite  result,  if  sensation  and  imagination  had  fur- 
nished us  nothing  from  which  to  abstract  ?  He  would  be  rash 
who  should  assert  the  affirmative.  Nor  has  this  general  notion 
of  Being  any  significance  or  value  for  us,  except  in  its  relation 
to  that  fix>m  which  it  is  abstracted  or  to  those  possibilities  of 
being,  unknown  in  reality,  which  we  represent  to  ourselves 
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only  with  the  direct  or  indirect  aid  of  the  imagination.  K, 
now,  this  notion  be  viewed  in  the  light  of  that  from  which  it 
is  abstracted,  it  has  a  certain  value,  but  is  not  an  independent 
possession  of  pure  thought ;  if  not  thus  viewed,  if  thought, 
seeking  to  regard  it,  repels  all  reference  to  the  sources  through 
which  the  notion  was  derived,  it  becomes  nothing  and  the 
thought  of  it  impossible.  The  thought  of  it  is  possible  for 
Hegel,  only  because  he  combines  in  his  conception  of  pure 
thought  two  notions,  which  exclude  each  other,  and  with  the 
one  of  which  he  practically  works,  while  the  other  is  falsely 
imagined  to  be  the  true  working  conception.  These  notions 
have  been  both  indicated  in  the  above  definition  of  the  "  third 
sense"  in  which  pure  thought  may  be  understood.  They  are^ 
absence  of  any  definite,  concrete  object  (but  not  of  n^ative 
reference  to  sensible  intuition),  and  independence  of  the  forms 
and  at  least  ideal  activities  of  sensible  intuition.  The  former 
is  the  working  notion  in  Hegel's  system ;  the  latter  is  a  mere 
figure-head,  contradictory  and  impossible  in  re,  but  put  forward 
as  the  all-effecting  agent  In  the  latter  sense,  purely  to  think 
is  purely  to  do  nothing,  and  hence,  evidently  enough,  progress 
is  out  of  the  question.  And  it  is  because  the  beginning  is 
made  by  Hegel,  not  in  the  *'  element  of  pure  thought"  taken 
in  this  really  unthinkable  sense,  the  sense  required  and  pro- 
fessed by  the  system,  but  in  the  former  sense,  i.  e.,  it  is  because 
the  beginning  is  made  by  him  in  a  realm  thickly  surrounded 
by  the  shadowy  forms  of  banished  objects,  which  imagination 
is  constantly  ready  and  urgent  to  re-introduce  upon  the  scene, 
that  any  kind  of  progress  is  possible  for  him.  Without  the 
felt  presence  and  influence  of  these  forms,  not  thought,  which 
is  life,  but  the  absence  of  thought,  or  mental  death,  would 
ensue.  For  thought  is  suffocated  and  withers  without  the  air 
and  light  of  the  sensible  cognition  of  the  world  of  real  things 
and  the  creative  aid  of  the  imagination,  which  works  with 
materials  derived  from  such  cognition.  Pure  thought,  in  the 
sense  required  by  the  Hegelian  dialectic,  is  impossible  What 
is  thus  shown  by  reflection  and  analysis,  is  confirmed  by  Tren- 
delenburg in  the  demonstration  which  he  gives  in  the  "  Logical 
Investigations'^  (chap,  iii,  init\  of  the  fiswjt  that  the  first  stadium, 
through  which  pure  thought  is  alleged  to  pass,  is  not  traversed 
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without  the  aids  now  pointed  out,  and  hence,  by  analogy,  that 
the  whole  assumed  progress  of  pure  thought  depends  on  the 
same  aids.  But  before  accompanying  our  author  in  his  anal- 
ysis, let  us  call  attention  to  another  fundamental  assumption 
of  the  Hegelian  system. 

While  the  banning,  as  above  stated,  is,  in  its  subjective 
aspect,  pure  thought,  it  is,  objectively  speaking,  pure  being ; 
and  these,  says  Hegel,  are  one.  Identity  of  thought  and  being, 
or,  rather,  their  inseparable  union  as  different  but  accordant 
aspects  of  the  same  thing  (the  Absolute),  this  is  the  assumption 
common  to  all  systems  of  absolute  idealism.  The  assumption 
in  German  idealism  had  its  origin  with  Kant,  who  concluded 
that  the  whole  sphere  of  known  Being  was  phenomenal  and 
hence  subjective,  and  that  true  being  (in  "things  in  them- 
selves"), though  real,  was  unknowable.  Fichte,  detecting 
(with  others)  the  formal  inconsistency  with  which  Kant  had  con- 
cluded to  the  existence  of  things  in  themselves,  denied  their 
existence,  deriving  the  whole  universe  from  the  activity  of  the 
"  me,"  the  subject  of  thought,  and  so  founding  the  system  of 
subjective  idealism.  In  this  system  obviously  enough,  being 
could  not  but  be  identical  with  thought.  But  the  basis  of  the 
system  was  untenable,  the  fancied  demonstration  of  it  (through 
Kant)  having  (now,  at  least)  been  shown,  on  the  one  hand,  to 
be  unsound,  and,  on  the  other,  not  to  warrant,  in  so  far  as  it 
may  be  sound,  any  such  conclusion  as  that  drawn  by  Kant 
and  his  successora  The  theorem  of  the  identity  of  thought 
and  being  became  therefore,  instead  of  a  demonstrated  princi- 
ple, really  a  postulate  of  the  whole  school  of  absolute  idealists 
from  Fichte  onwards. 

What  it  means  with  Hegel  is,  doubtless,  in  the  main  (as  with 
Spinoza),  that  the  content  and  connection  of  necessary  thought 
corresponds  with  the  content  and  connection  of  being,  and 
further  (in  advance  upon  Spinoza)  that  thought  is  the  "  truth  of 
being,"  as  its  genius  and  its  end.  In  the  Absolute,  according  to 
Hegel,  thought  and  being  are  one,  and  since,  according  to  the 
same  authority,  the  Absolute  can  be  comprehended  in  pure 
thought — can  be  seen  in  dialectical  development — ^it  follows 
that  the  dialectic  development  of  thought  is  at  once  an  expres- 
sion of  the  necessary  development  or  being  of  things.     If,  in 
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what  follows,  the  demonstration  shall  be  completed  that  pure 
thought  is  impossible  for  man  (or,  at  least,  that  HegeFs  attempt 
at  it  was  unsuccessful.)  the  above  conclusion  will  also  fall,  with 
the  assumption  on  which  it  rests.  (For  the  rest,  Hegel  himself 
found  insuperable  obstacles  in  nature  to  the  realization  of  all 
which  he  had  proudly  claimed  for  pure  thought  "  The  devel- 
opment of  the  particular,"  he  admits,  in  his  Philosophy  of  Nature^ 
"is  exposed  to  external  and  foreign  influences ;  in  this  is  seen  an 
impotence  (?)  of  nature,  which  sets  limits  to  philosophy ;  that 
which  is  most  particular  in  nature  cannot  be  ideally  ex- 
hausted [expressed  in  adequate  conceptions]."  See  Ueberweg's 
^_  /  History  of  Philosophy,  New  York,  1874,  vol.  \  p.  681.)  We 
call  attention  here  simply  to  the  circumstance  that  Hegel  seems 
to  envisage  the  postulate  of  thought  and  being  as  identical,  in 
different  mannera,  in  different  parts  of  the  Logic.  At  the  begin- 
ning we  are  told  that  the  commencement  is  made  with  **pure 
being,  which  is  also  pure  thought"  Here  the  identity  is  evi- 
dently purely  psychological ;  pure  being  is  a  "  pure  abstraction," 
and  an  abstraction  has  no  being  except  in  thought  It  is  evi- 
dent that  from  this  identity  there  does  not  follow  the  real  iden- 
tity of  definite  physical  being  with  the  thought  which  appre- 
hends it  or  even  with  the  thought  which  (in  man)  is  assumed 
"  dialectically"  to  develop  it  Nor  is  either  of  these  forms  of 
identity  synonymous  with  that  other,  which  Hegel  affirms  in 
his  Philosophy  of  Law,  when  he  says  that  "  whatever  is  real  is 
rational,  and  whatever  is  rational  is  real."  It  is  this  latter  con- 
ception of  identity  which  determines  HegeFs  practical  develop- 
ments, and  in  the  affirmation  of  its  truth,  but  not  in  its  applica- 
tion, few  metaphysicians,  we  fancy,  will  disagree  with  him. 

That,  now,  the  progress  from  thesis,  though  antithesis,  to 
synthesis,  in  the  successive  stadia  of  the  dialectical  development, 
is  not  a  progress  of  pure  thought,  is  shown  by  Trendelenburg 
in  an  examination  of  the  first  stadium.  *'  The  beginning,  "  says 
Hegel,  "  is  pure  being,  which  is,  at  the  same  time,  pure  thought" 
"  This  pure  being,"  he  continues,  "is  pure  abstraction,  hence 
the  absolutely  negative,  which  is  nothing."  "  Nothing"  (in  this 
view)  •*  is  the  same  as  being.  The  truth  of  being,  as  also  of 
nothing  \das  Nichts,  taken,  it  should  be  observed,  with  the 
article,  hence  substantively,  hence  treated  as  though  it  were 
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after  all  something  more  than  bare,  absolute  negation]  is  there- 
fore the  unity  [identity]  of  the  two  ;  this  unity  is  [ideally,  and 
hence  also  really]  Becoming."  Pure  Being,  the  beginning,  is 
Nothing,  and  Nothing  is  pure  Being ;  both  are  identical,  and 
yet  they  are  contradictory ;  the  contradiction  is  resolved,  for 
thought,  in  the  notion  of  Becoming,  and  for  the  corresponding 
world  of  reality,  in  the  corresponding  real  process.  That  be- 
coming contains  a  positive  and  a  negative  element — ^being  and 
non-being — is  obvious  enough,  as  Trendelenburg  now  says, 
when  we  consider  the  notion  in  the  light  of  sensible  intuition 
or  observation.  "While,  for  example,  it  is  becoming  light 
[while  day  is  dawning],  it  is  both  light  and  also  not  yet  light." 
But  pure  being,  says  Trendelenburg,  is  repose :  and  pure  noth- 
ing is  repose.  Becoming  (development)  is  motion ;  where,  in 
the  elements  which  Becoming  involves  and  whence  it  issues,  is 
found  the  element  of  motion  which  appears  in  the  resulting 
higher  idea?  It  is  not  contained  in  them:  and  pure  thought 
being  unable  to  draw  from  them  what  they  cannot  yield,  nor  to 
add  this  to  them  from  its  own  resources,  is  really  compelled, 
tacitly,  but  surreptitiously,  to  call  in  the  required  idea  of  motion 
from  the  sphere  of  sensible  intuition.*  "  Thus  Motion,  without 
a  word  of  explanation,  is  assumed  by  the  dialectic  method  which 
pretends  to  assume  nothing."  "  The  beginning  of  the  dialectic 
is  subsequently  represented  as  being  like  the  beginning  of  the 
geometry  of  Euclid.  The  postulate  of  logic,  it  is  said,  is  Think, 
just  as  the  postulate  of  geometry  is  *Draw  a  straight  line.'  In 
and  through  these  actions  both  of  these  sciences  then  proceed 
systematically  and  naturally  forwards.  That  which  is  in- 
volved in  the  requirement  to  *  think,'  is  presupposed,  and  noth- 
ing else.  But  the  difference  between  the  two  cases  is  easy  to 
be  perceived.  Geometry  requires  something  simple :  something 
equally  simple  was  to  be  required  by  the  dialectic  method ; 
hence  its  requirement  was  termed  pure  thought  But,  behold 
what  happens :  this  pure  thought,  presupposing  only  itself,  can, 
notwithstanding  its  simplicity,  not  advance  without  aid,  and  it 
shows  itself  in  its  very  first  step  indissolubly  joined  to  [making 
use  of]  an  idea,  in  which  space  and  time  are  perceived  to  be 

*  We  use  the  expression  "  sensible  intuition,"  in  this  Article,  as  the  equivalent  of 
the  Qerman  term  Afuchammg, 
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involved ;  it  is  therefore  not  pure  thought,  completely  unfettered 
from  external  or  concrete  being."  Trendelenburg  points  out, 
with  less  of  detail,  how  motion,  with  space  and  time,  is  in  like 
manner  tacitly  assumed  in  subsequent  stadia  of  the  alleged  pro- 
gress of  pure  thought,  and  in  particular,  in  the  section  relating 
to  Quantity,  where  such  notions  as  continuous  and  discrete 
magnitude,  the  **  Extensive,"  the  "  Intensive,"  and  Number  are 
considered.  He  calls  attention  to  the  &xit  that  the  terms  of  lan- 
guage confirm  the  assertion  of  the  natural  and  necessary  involu- 
tion of  motion,  time,  and  space  in  the  notions  in  question.  (The 
reader  will  recall  the  "  Thesis"  above  cited,  in  which  Trendelen- 
burg asserts  the  philosophical  significance  of  etymology.  Tren- 
delenbui^  constantly  looked  to  the  forms  of  language  for  the 
confirmation  or  correction  of  his  views.)  "  External  motion  is 
thus,  in  the  first  place,  the  postulate  of  this  non-postulating 
logic.  It  is  impossible  to  tell  how  much  is  thus  secretly  intro- 
duced— the  whole  wealth  of  constructive  mathematical  intuition, 
the  clearness  of  an  accompanying  sensuous  image.  This  postu- 
late is  immeasurable  in  its  consequences.  For  motion,  when 
present  in  the  slightest  measure,  gives  an  image  and  so  conducts 
directly  into  the  realm  of  sensible  intuition.  Thus  thought  has 
at  its  disposal  an  image,  which  it  uses  whenever  it  needs  it,  but 
which,  agreeably  to  its  principle,  it  repels  fipom  itself,  whenever 
it  withdraws  into  the  realm  of  proud  abstraction."  So,  then, 
the  "  pure  thought"  with  which  the  dialectic  method  claims  to 
begin,  is  impossible,  for  it  cannot  exist  without  content,  nor,  if 
it  could  thus  exist,  can  it  live  without  progressing,  and  both 
content  and  progress  depend  on  the  presence  and  aid  of  elements 
derived  from  or  indirectly  related  to  the  sphere  of  the  sensuous 
imagination. 

The  dialectic  method  proposes  to  construct  the  universe  of 
thought  and  being  by  speculative  development  from  the  datum 
of  pure  thought.  Its  procedure  is  professedly  a  priori.  It 
would  show  the  genesis  and  necessary  connection  of  things,  as 
they  might  lie  in  the  consciousness  of  a  divine  mind.  A  paste- 
riorH]  i.  e.,  empirical,  aid,  the  aid  of  sensation  and  imagination, 
is  to  be  excluded.  'By  what  means,  then,  is  the  construc- 
tion to  be  effected?     It  has  been  above  indicated  that  the 
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notions  of  contradiction  (negation)  and  identity  are  the  prom- 
inent means  used  for  the  end  proposed.  Trendelenburg  pro- 
ceeds to  show  the  defects  and  the  inefficacy  of  these  means. 
Negation,  he  points  out,  may  be  either  logical  or  real ;  the  one 
is  formal,  contradictory  opposition  (A  and  non-A) ;  the  other 
is  real  (material)  opposition — the  opposition  of  contraries 
(white,  black).  The  former  is  purely  mental,  the  work  of 
reflection,  and  requires  no  positive  image  of  the  Second  term ; 
the  latter  alone  exists  in  nature,  whence  both  its  terms  are 
derived  through  sensuous  intuition.  By  an  examination  of 
various  stadia  at  which  the  principle  of  negation  is  seen  at 
work  in  HegeVs  system,  Trendelenburg  shows  that  it  is  not 
logical,  but  real  opposition  which  is  in  play,  and  that  conse- 
quently its  employment  requires  and  has  led  to  the  constant 
use  of  sensible  intuition  and  its  products,  which  are  foreign  to 
pure  thought,  and  concludes  his  consideration  of  the  first  one 
of  these  "  means"  as  follows :  "  There  results  from  all  this,  for 
the  dialectic  of  pure  thought,  an  inevitable  dilemma.  Either 
the  negation,  by  the  aid  of  which  it  leads  to  antithesis  and  syn- 
thesis, is  pure,  logical  negation  (A,  non-A) — ^in  which  case  it 
can  bring  forth  no  definite  product  in  the  antithesis  and  can  not 
combine  thesis  and  antithesis  in  the  synthesis ;  or  it  is  real 
(contrary)  opposition — which,  however,  can  not  be  arrived  at 
by  the  way  of  logic  alone,  so  that  the  dialectic  is  not  a  dia- 
lectic of  pure  thought  .  .  .  ."  The  other  means  employed, 
identity,  establishes  the  reconciliation  of  what  was  before 
opposed,  as',  above,  Becoming  was  termed  the  identity  or  unity 
of  Being  and  Nothing,  and  "  their  truth."  But  this  identity, 
as  Trendelenburg  shows,  is  an  identity  of  reflection  or  com- 
parison— an  identity,  that  is  to  say,  at  the  perception  of  which 
the  dialectic  philosopher  arrives  only  by  the  way  of  compari- 
son with  what,  ex  hypothesis  his  pure  thought  does  not  contain, 
namely,  with  the  world  of  real,  sensuously  apprehended  forms ; 
hence  the  employment  of  this  means  involves  again  the  aban- 
donment of  the  ground  of  pure  thought  While  it  is  claimed 
to  have  concrete  significance,  it  is  purely  abstract,  and  is  ludic- 
rously inadequate  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  results  claimed 
for  it  This  is  shown  by  Trendelenburg  in  numerous  examples 
taken  from  Hegel's  Logic,  among  others,  in  the  development  of 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


808  Friedrich  Adolf  Tr^idelenburg.  [April, 

the  notion  of  Freedom.  Here  the  thesis  is  causal  substance, 
causality;  the  antithesis  is  the  eflFect;  the  synthesis  is  recip- 
rocity of  action  (action  and  reaction).  The  effect  reacts,  is 
itself  therefore  causal.  Cause  becomes  effect,  and  effect,  cause. 
In  this  identity  of  cause  and  effect,  the  underlying  substance 
remains  "  at  home"  (*'  with  itself,"  "fc«  ««3cfe,"  a  phrase  denoting 
a  moment  subsequent  to  that  expressed  by  "  in  itself  "  and  "  for 
itself;"  the  indefiniteness  of  the  expression,  as  applied  by 
Hegel,  is  fitly  pointed  out  by  Trendelenburg.)  This  being  "at 
home"  (having  come  home)  on  the  part  of  substance  is,  there- 
fore [I],  the  truth  of  necessity,  or  freedom  1  Trendelenburg 
very  justly  and  mildly  remarks,  that  the  dialectician  thinks  he 
has  more  in  this  train  of  development  than  he  really  has. 

The  remainder  of  Trendelenburg's  criticism — ^which  we  can- 
not be  expected  further  to  reproduce  here— is  directed  to  show- 
ing that  the  argument  from  a  regressus  in  infinitum  is  frequently 
and  incorrectly  employed  by  Hegel  as  positive  proof  of  a  con- 
trary;  that  the  terms  "immediate  and  immediacy,"  present  in 
every  page  of  the  H^elian  Logic^  condtict  unseen  from  the 
assumed  realm  of  pure  thought  into  the  realm  of  sensuous  rep- 
resentation ;  that  in  place  of  the  asserted  immanent  connection 
of  the  Hegelian  system,  there  is,  rather,  a  constant  solution  of 
continuity  ;  that  the  dialectic  process,  contrary  to  its  claims,  is 
the  reverse  of  the  genetic.  Particularly  entertaining  is  the 
manner  in  which  Trendelenburg  convicts  of  logical  error  those 
steps  in  the  dialectic  process  in  which,  by  virtue  of  the  osten- 
sible Principle  of  Identity,  thesis  and  antithesis  are  united  in 
synthesis.  In  these  steps  we  discover  "  the  second  syllogistic 
figure  of  Aristotle,  but — what  logic  interdicts — with  an  affirm- 
ative conclusion.  E.  g..  Pure  being  is  *  immediate ;'  Nothing 
is  *  immediate' :  hence  nothing  is  pure  being ;  or,  the  premises 
being  interchanged,  pure  being  is  nothing.  Logic  warns  us 
against  such  syllogisms  ....  From  the  nature  of  the  case, 
syllogisms  of  the  second  figure  with  affirmative  conclusions  are 
fallacies  or  sophisms.  Since  Aristotle's  time  it  has  remained  a 
demonstrated  law  that  in  the  second  figure  none  but  negative 
conclusions  are  possible.  Hegel  counts  the  second  figure  as 
the  third — which  does  not  alter  the  case ;  but  he  treats  with 
contempt  the  rules  to  which  it  is  subject,  since  he  adds  in  a 
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note  {Encykhpddie^  %  187) :  *  The  inquiry,  for  the  rest,  as  to  the 
conditions  necessary  to  correct  conclusions  in  the  various  fig- 
ures— ^whether  these  may  be  universal,  eta,  or  negative — is  a 
mechanical  one,  which,  on  account  of  its  senseless  mechanism 
and  essential  insignificance,  has  justly  fallen  into  oblivion.' 
That  which  is  termed  mechanical  in  this  passage,  is  really,  the 
rather,  an  instance  of  mathematical  exactness  and  necessity, 
which  no  one  has  ever  yet  disregarded  with  impunity.  He 
who  considers  the  observance  of  an  elementary  principle  to  be 
beneath  his  dignity,  will  surely  be  tripped  up  by  it"  In  like 
manner,  errors  in  conversion  and  instances  of  a  fallacious 
guatemio  terminorum  are  pointed  out  ^^ 

Such,  then,  are  the  principal  points  in  the  criticism  by  Tren- 
delenburg of  Hegel's  dialectic  method — and  he  who  will  may 
read  the  whole  expressed  in  the  author's  meaty  German,  Logische 
Untersuchungen^  2d  ed.,  ch.  iii*  In  this  examination  of  the  dia- 
lectic method  and  in  this  exposure  of  its  defects,  Trendelenburg 
claimed  that  He  had  placed  the  life  of  the  system  of  absolute  ideal- 
ism at  stake,  since  the  latter  lived  only  through  the  former.  He 
recognized,  with  all  others  competent  to  express  a  judgment  in 
tbe  matter,  the  grandeur  of  Hegel's  aim.  But  this  aim  of  Hegels 
was  and  is  substantially  identical  with  that  of  all  philosophy,  to 
comprehend,  namely,  all  things  in  their  necessity,  to  make  it 
evident  to  thought  how  and  why  things  are  and  must  be  as 
they  are,  and  to  discover  the  principle  of  life  on  which  the 
procession^  of  events  in  the  universe  depends.  But  were  the 
means  chosen  by  Hegel  sufficient  for  the  end  proposed,  "  was 
the  earth,  on  which  he  stood,  firm  enough  to  support  such  a 
heaven-storming  construction?"  This  is  what  was  to  be 
decided,  and  Trendelenburg's  dissections  and  demonstrations 

*  In  the  Jcwmal  of  Speculative  PUhsophy^  ed.  by  W.  T.  Harris,  St  Louis,  No.  20, 
1871,  Nos.  21,  22,  24,  18*72,  may  be  read  a  translation  of  articles  written  by  Tren- 
delenburg in  defence  of  his  criticism,  after  the  publication  of  various  attacks 
upon  it  While  tiiese  articles,  well  translated,  furnish  an  admirable  specimen  of 
the  reposeful,  pregnant,  almost  antique  style  of  the  author,  it  is  surprising  that 
the  translator  did  not  instead  give  the  readers  of  the  journal  the  original  criticism 
as  published  in  the  Logical  InvestigaHona  ;  for  the  "  articles"  deal  only  by  way  of 
brief  recapitulation  with  the  criticism  itself,  and  are  largely  taken  up  with  per- 
sonal or  local  discussiona  of  relatively  transient  interest 

vor^  XXXIII.  21 
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were  '^  epoch -making"  in  leading  to  that  n^atfVe  answer,  which 
has  already  become  so  nearly  the  judgment  of  history.  If  we 
have  dwelt  so  long  upon  it,  this  has  been  because  of  the  import- 
ance of  the  achievement  in  itself,  and  also  because  the  interest 
among  American  students  of  philosophy  in  Hegel,  and  the 
disposition  among  many  of  our  best  philosophical  minds  to 
study  the  scientific  merits  of  his  method,  are  so  marked,  as 
to  make  the  exposition  given  both  welcome  and,  possibly, 
useful 

But  not  only  did  our  philosopher  thus  seek  negatively  to 
determine  his  own  ground  by  showing  the  untrustworthiness 
of  others  among  his  immediate  contemporaries ;  in  the  further 
development  of  his  own  doctrines  he  has  constant  reference  to 
the  theories  of  others,  seeking  to  prove  all  things,  to  hold  fast 
that  which  is  good.  Thus,  to  take  one  example  and  that  a 
most  important  one,  in  connection  with  his  own  derivation  of 
the  notions  of  time  and  space,  Trendelenburg  seeks  to  jus- 
tify his  disagreement  with  various  philosophers,  whose  theories 
on  the  subject  were  most  worthy  of  attention.  It  is  in  this  con- 
nection that  he  first  developed,  in  a  manner  to  attract  attention, 
his  criticism — ^now  become  notorious,  if  not  also  famous — of 
the  Kantian  doctrine  of  time  and  space ;  the  doctrine  on  which 
the  whole  Kritik  of  Pure  Reason  essentially  rests,  and  which 
affirms  the  exclusively  subjective  and  a  jorion  character  of  these 
intuitions,  as  forms  of  perception  and  imagination,  valid  ybr  us. 
but  unrelated  to  things-in-themselves — ^necessarily  applied  by 
man,  but  only  within  the  sphere  of  experience,  which  sphere 
covers  only  phenomena  and  does  not  extend  to  the  true  things 
as  they  are  or  may  be  in  themselves.  Trendelenburg  main- 
tained that  B[iint*s  arguments  for  the  subjective  and  a  priori 
nature  of  the  intuitions  ("  forms  of  intuition")  in  question  did 
not  exclude  the  hypothesis  that  space  and  time  have  also  objec- 
tive reality;  E^nt,  according  to  Trendelenburg,  seemed  to 
have  fistncied  that  space  and  time  must  be  either  exclusively 
subjective  or  exclusively  objective,  and  not  to  have  considered 
the  third  alternative,  viz  :  that  of  their  being  at  once  both  sub- 
jective and  objective.  It  is  pretty  nearly  literally  true  to  say 
that  the  cudgel  was  taken  up  by  Kuno  Fischer,  the  historian  of 
Modem  Philosophy,  in  E^nt*s  defense,  in  the  second  edition  of 
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his  History.  T^e  dispute  became  in  the  end  extended  over  a 
wider  ground  than  that  of  the  doctrine  in  question,  in 
consequence  of  the  intimation  made  and  supported  by 
proofs,  on  the  part  of  Trendelenburg,  that  Kuno  Fischer's 
exposition  of  Kant  was  not  authentic ;  and  it  must  be  admitted 
that  it  also  became  personal  and  criminatory  to  a  degree  not 
creditable  to  the  influence  of  divine  philosophy  on  the  passions 
of  its  votaries.  Numerous  parties  have  expressed  their  views 
on  the  main  subject  of  the  dispute,  in  pamphlets  and  review- 
articles,  and  the  matter  will  still  be  held  by  many  to  be  m 
judice.  The  present  writer,  after  a  tolerably  carefiil  review  of 
the  arguments  and  proofs  on  both  sides,  can  not  but  express 
his  agreement  with  many  whom  he  believes  to  be  among  the 
most  impartial  of  philosophical  judges  in  Germany,  that  Tren- 
'  delenburg  was  triumphantly  in  the  right,  as  he  was  far  supe- 
rior to  his  opponent  in  point  of  temper.  We  should  be  glad, 
did  the  limits  and  proportions  of  this  Article  permit  it,  to 
develop  the  grounds  for  agreement  with  Trendelenburg  in  this 
matter.  It  will  be  evident,  at  all  events,  to  all  familiar  with 
the  philosophy  of  Kant  and  of  his  successors,  how  this  demon- 
stration of  the  incompleteness  of  Kant's  proof  of  the  exclusive 
ideality  of  time  and  space,  cuts  away  the  ground  from  beneath 
the  feet  of  the  whole  subsequent  development  of  German 
idealism. 

IL  The  degree  to  which,  during  the  past  three  or  four  de- 
cades, historical  studies  in  philosophy  have  taken  the  place, 
among  the  Germans,  of  original  system-making,  has  been  often 
enough  remarked.  The  causes  of  this  lie  near  at  hand.  Modem 
philosophy  had  grown  up  without  due  reference  to  the  inves- 
tigations of  earlier  thinkers.  Bacon,  Descartes,  Kant,  had 
treated  ancient  philosophy  with  neglect,  when  not  with  con- 
tempt. The  same  inattention  to  ancient  thinking  had  prevailed, 
relatively,  with  the  immediate  successors  of  Kant  Hegel  with  his 
comprehensive,  all-embracing  desire  for  knowledge,  had  indeed 
studied  the  history  of  past  philosophical  systems  and  lectured 
on  the  same.  But  his  study  and  his  exposition  had  been 
prejudiced  by  the  desire  to  find  exemplified,  in  the  succession 
of  philosophical  stand-points,  the  all-compelling  sway  of  the 
dialectic  process  of  development     It  was  not  history  as  such, 
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but  history  as  testifying  to  the  truth  of  the  Hegelian  system, 
that  was  sought  The  tension  of  the  general  philosophical 
mind  after  the  publication  and  wide-spread  adoption  of  the 
Hegelian  philosophy  was  extreme,  and  could  not  but  generate 
in  the  end  a  reaction  of  fatigue.  When  finally,  after  the  death 
of  Hegel,  history  began  to  make  up  a  verdict  unfavorable  to 
the  truth  of  the  Hegelian  method  and  teaching,  it  is  not  strange 
that  a  general  distrust  of  system-makers  followed,  and  that 
those  who  did  not  abandon  philosophy  entirely,  sought  rest  for 
their  minds  and  a  sure  footing  for  their  remaining  philosophi- 
cal convictions  in  the  calm  study  of  the  past  And  especially 
was  it  the  grand,  reposeM  forms  of  the  Greek  masters  towards 
which  many  eyes  turned.  It  was  as  if  the  resolve  had  been 
made  to  institute  a  new  investigation,  which,  covering  the 
whole  ground  of  the  past,  should  determine  what  results,  valid 
by  the  fiat  of  history,  and  consistent  with  the  results  of  modem 
science,  had  been  arrived  at  by  all  preceding  philosophers. 
And  this  imptdse  towards  historical  investigation  was  and  is  bat 
a  part  of  the  wider  movement  in  the  direction  of  historical 
study  in  general  "  Seldom  is  sufficient  emphasis  laid  upon 
the  fiict,  that  our  century,  by  the  historical  direction  given  to 
its  investigations,  has  brought  about  a  second  Benaissance — a 
Renaissance  extending  to  all  that  is  great  in  the  past,  but  yet 
restricted  to  that  alone  which  is  ascertained  to  be  truly  great — 
a  Benaissance  on  the  basis  of  an  all-inclusive  criticism,  and  not, 
like  that  of  the  16th  century,  borne  on  the  inspiration  of  an 
one-sided,  naive  enthusiasm."  (Alfred  Dove,  in  M  neuen  Reich, 
1872,  No.  7,  p.  242.)  In  this  study  and  restoration  of  the  past  . 
Trendelenburg  took  a  conspicuous  and  earnest  part  His  philo- 
logical studies  had  specially  prepared  him  for  the  critical  study 
of  Greek  texts.  (The  union  in  him  of  philological  and  philo- 
sophical attainments  led  to  his  being  termed,  revilingly,  ^'  the 
philologist  among  the  philosophers,  and  the  philosopher  among 
the  phUologista")  The  fruits  of  such  study  appeared  in  the 
historical  works  above  named.  The  first  part  of  the  History  of 
tJie  Doctrine  of  Categories  is  especially  devoted  to  Aristotle's 
doctrina  The  result  of  the  investigation  is  that  Aristotle 
arrived  at  the  statement  and  definition  of  the  categories  in  his 
table,  through  the  study  of  the  logical  elements  of  grammatical 
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discourse.  While  this  result  was  not  received,  in  the  case  of 
weighty  contemporary  authorities,  without  protest,  it  could  not 
but  be  especially  interesting  to  Trendelenburg,  as  furnishing  a 
new  exemplification  of  his  favorite  thesis  of  the  intimate  con- 
nection between  philology  and  philosophy.  The  other  volumes 
of  the  Historical  Cdntributions  contain  articles  and  addresses 
relating  especially  to  the  history  of  modern  philosophy,  Spinoza, 
Leibnitz,  Kant,  and  Herbart  receiving  most  attention.  The 
numerous  addresses  reprinted  in  the  Minor  Writings,  relate 
in  large  proportion  to  Prussian  history,  and  are  to  a  consider* 
able  extent  an  historical  commentary  to  Trendelenburg's  work 
on  Natural  Law. 

The  characteristic  of  all  of  Trendelenburg's  historical  inves- 
tigations is  the  scientific  objectiveness  with  which  he  appre- 
hends and  sets  forth  the  historic  facts  and  their  substantial  im- 
port Not  that  he  regards  the  various  philosophical  systems 
and  doctrines  of  the  past  with  the  dry  light  of  the  understand- 
ing  alone,  as  a  botanist  dissects  a  plant  or  an  anatomist  a  corpse. 
From  the  time  of  his  graduating  from  the  gymnasium,  he 
sought  to  combine  with  intellectual  light  the  warmth  of  feeling ; 
indeed,  according  to  him,  feeling  and  not  thought,  was  the 
fundamental  and  characteristic  mark  of  humanity.  So,  then, 
the  artistic  in  form  and  the  ideal  in  inspiration  and  content,  in 
Plato's  works,  excited  his  special  and  enthusiastic  approbation,' 
as  did  also  the  sober  exactitude  and  much  in  the  method  and 
specific  teachings  of  Aristotle ;  while  doctrines,  such  as  some 
of  Spinoza's,  Kant's,  Hegel's,  and  Herbart's  being,  in  his  opinion, 
demonstrably  false  and  in  some  cases  pernicious,  he  treats  them 
with  all  the  severity  of  logical  rigor  and,  sometimes,  of  a  just 
moral  indignation.  Never,  however,  does  he  confound  an  in- 
tellectual opinion  with  the  personality  of  its  defender,  when 
measuring  out  his  blame;  his  decided  reprobation,  on  scientific 
and  logical  grounds,  of  the  pantheism  of  Spinoza  and  Hegel, 
for  example,  never  blinds  him  to  their  personal,  moral  worth 
nor  to  the  magnitude  of  their  substantial  contributions  to  the 
development  of  philosophic  thought  and  knowledge 

But  while  Trendelenburg's  historical  investigations  were 
thus  carried  on  in  a  truly  scientific  spirit,  they  all  had,  as  above 
mentioned,  a  direct  and  intended  bearing  on  the  construction 
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of  his  own  philosophical  system  aod  the  discussion  of  living 
questions.  "  We  desire,"  he  says,  in  his  History  of  the  DoctrinA 
of  Categories^  p.  197,  "  to  contribute  to  the  result,  that  historic 
investigations,  from  their  broad  basis  in  the  past,  shall  raise 
their  summits  into  the  present  It  is  where  history  ceases  to 
be  simply  past,  that  it  furnishes  the  most  active  impulses  for 
the  present"  While  philosophy  must  ever  seek  expression  in 
a  system,  it  could  not  disconnect  itself  from  its  past  The  past 
contained  for  it  results  and  warnings,  from  which  the  philoso- 
phy of  the  present  could  and  must  derive  prcfit  "  Philosophy 
will  not  recover  its  former  power,  until  it  acquires  permanence, 
and  it  will  not  become  permanent  until  it  shall  grow  in  the 
same  way  in  which  the  other  sciences  grow — ^until  it  presents 
a  continuous  development,  not  taking  a  new  start,  and  then 
abruptly  breaking  off  with  every  successive  thinker,  but  taking 
up  the  problems  of  thought  as  given  in  history  and  carrying 
their  development  further  on." 

^*  The  Germans  must  give  up  their  erroneous  idea,  that  anew 
principle  must.be  found  for  the  philosophy  of  the  future.  The 
principle  has  been  found ;  it  is  found  in  the  organic  conception 
of  the  world,  founded  in  Plato  and  Aristotle,  continued  by  sub- 
sequent philosophers  who  followed  in  their  steps,  and  which 
must  be  developed  and  gradually  perfected  in  a  profounder  in- 
vestigation of  the  fundamental  conceptions,  as  also  of  the  special 
minor  sides  of  the  problem,  and  in  mutual  rapfort  with  the  con- 
crete sciences. 

'*  Had  a  powerful  mind,  like  Schelling,  begun  with  Plato  and 
Aristotle  the  philosophical  studies  which,  in  the  succession  of 
his  works,  he  went  through  with  '  before  the  public/  instead  of 
proceeding  in  inverted  order  backwards  from  Fichte  and  Kant 
to  Herder's  analogies,  then  to  Spinoza,  then  to  Plato  and  Grior- 
dano  Bruno,  then  to  Jacob  Bohme,  and  only  taking  up  Aris- 
totle at  the  last  and  at  a  time  when,  in  spite  of  his  most  earnest 
attempts  to  penetrate  Aristotle,  he  could  only  use  him — as  he 
does  in  his  rational  philosophy — as  a  kind  of  elastic  spring- 
board, whence  and  by  the  aid  of  which  to  ha^sten  himself  and 
the  reader  into  the  monstrous  '  Potenz* -doctrine,  which  is  wholly 
unrelated  to  Aristotle's  principles — had,  I  say,  Schelling  not 
pursued  this,  but  followed  the  contrary,  course,  one  portion  of 
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German  philosophy  would  hare  turned  out  otherwise  than  it 
did — greater,  more  enduring,  more  fruitful  So  important  is  it 
to  keep  company  with  history  and  to  follow  the  historical  de- 
velopment of  great  thoughts  in  humanity." 

It  was,  above  all,  Aristotle  without  the  knowledge  of  whom 
"  the  true  source  of  modem  philosophy  would  remain  unknown/' 
During  every  semester,  accordingly,  it  was  Trendelenburg's 
custom  to  spend  two  hours  in  each  week  in  the  public  explana- 
tion of  some  portion  of  Aristotle's  writings  to  a  voluntary  class 
of  students.  His  method  in  these  lessons  was  not  doctrinal  or 
magisterial ;  on  the  contrary,  he  sought  to  make  his  pupils  in- 
vestigate for  themselves,  and  his  method  was  adapted  to  draw 
them  out  and  assist  and  stimulate  them.  The  result  of  the  im- 
pulses thus  communicated  became  subsequently  apparent  in 
the  lives  and  works  of  more  than  one  of  his  pupils,  who  have 
made  substantial  contributions  to  the  study  and  interpretation 
of  ancient — especially  the  Aristotelian — philosophy. 

As  to  the  sources,  in  ancient  philosophy,  of  Trendelenburg's 
own  system,  they  are  to  be  sought  in  Plato's  and  Aristotle's 
doctrines.  The  spirit  of  Plato's  dialogues,  in  which  thought — 
the  "  Ideas" — are  made  so  decidedly,  not  simply  the  prius,  but 
the  only  and  true  reality  of  things,  elicited  from  Trendelenburg 
a  hearty  and  sympathetic  response.  But  he  was  not  blind  to 
the  indefinite  and  the  fantastic  in  Plato's  philosophy,  in  whose 
theory  of  ideas  and  of  the  cognition  of  ideas  he  discerned  the 
ancient  prototype  or  beginning  of  the  modem  notion  of  pure, 
unimaged  thought  The  Platonic  Idea  was  true  and  real,  but 
not  such,  nor  cognizable,  apart  from  **  things" — the  reality  and 
scientific  cognoscibility  of  which  latter  were,  according  to  Tren- 
delenburg, not  to  be  contested.  In  Aristotle  he  found  a  more 
discreet,  because  more  realistic  theory  of  cognition,  a  conception 
of  nature  and  spirit  which  so  commended  itself  to  Trendelen- 
burg that  he  made  it  the  ground-work  of  his  own  theory,  and, 
what  was  of  no  less  consequence,  an  oi^anon  of  method — ^the 
Aristotelian  logic— confirmed  in  the  experience  of  centuries, 
and  not  superseded  by  the  dialectic  method  of  the  new  philoso- 
phy. In  Aristotle,  too,  he  found  the  idea  by  which  the  formal 
ethics  of  a  Kant  was  to  be  corrected  and  supplemented,  and  on 
which  Trendelenburg's  own  ethical  theory  was  founded. 
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Ou  the  basis  of  his  careful  study  of  the  past,  and  with  con- 
stant reference  to  the  results  of  modem  positive  science — which 
he  studied  with  unwearied  application  in  the  midst  of  most  en- 
grossing labors — Trendelenburg  founded  his  own  system  of 
philosophy. 

IIL  Trendelenburg  was,  evidently,  not  one  of  those  who,  dis- 
heartened by  the  disastrous  end  of  the  labors  of  the  Titans  in 
speculative  philosophy,  passed  to  the  conclusion  that  no  philo- 
sophy was  possible.  We  have  already  seen  that  his  own  expe- 
rience taught  him,  what  it  requires  of  course  but  little  reflection 
to  perceive,  that  a  system  is  as  necessary  for  a  thinker  as  a 
house.  Plato,  or  Aristotle,  or  Kant,  or  H^el,  as  a  system - 
maker,  may  fail,  but  every  one  will  still  require  that  the  con- 
nection of  his  own  thought  shall  correspond  in  some  manner  or 
other  with  the  connection  of  things. 

Trendelenbuig  not  only  perceived  the  folly  of  shutting  one's 
eyes  to  the  verifiable  results  of  earlier  thought ;  he  also  recog- 
nized the  inseparable  connection  of  philosophy  with  the  other 
more  concrete  or  specialized  sciences.  "Properly  speaking, 
there  is  as  yet  no  philosophy  there,  where  as  yet  there  exist  no 
special  sciences ;  for  it  is  only  in  relation  with  these  that  philos- 
ophy receives  its  problems  and  its  significance."  The  special 
sciences  are  restricted  to  limited  portions  of  the  realm  of  reality ; 
their  results  are  but  fragments  of  the  whole  sum  of  real  or  con- 
ceivable knowledge ;  all  that  we  learn  is  fragmentary,  and  every 
philosophical  theory  is  an  attempt  to  reconstruct  from  the  torso 
the  image  of  the  god,  or  with  artistic  divination  to  reunite  the 
scattered  limbs  in  one  beautiful  body."  Philosophy,  as  Trendel- 
enburg loves  to  repeat  after  Plato,  is  the  sentinel  on  the  bound- 
aries of  the  other  sciences,  fixing  and  preserving  limits,  uniting, 
demonstrating,  and  in  all  this  morally  purifying.  "  Philosophy 
is  the  religion  of  science."  The  special  sciences  point  to  the 
universal ;  philosophy  seeks  to  realize  this  universal.  She 
'*  Aimishes  principles  for  the  beginnings  of  the  special  sciences, 
establishes  harmony  among  their  results,  and  maintains  a  living 
rapport  among  them ;  she  is  thus  at  once  a  priori  and  a  posteriori; 
u  J  the  latter,  becajne  it  is  in  the  other  sciences  that  she  finds  her 

material,  and  the  former,  since  she  must  go  beyond  and  above 
the  material  thus  furnished  in  order  to  seize  and  exhibit  the 
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living  band  that  unites  the  whole."  Philosophy  must  then 
bear  a  due  relation  to  the  real  and  to  the  ideal ;  she  can  be 
neither  purely  empirical  nor  purely  a  priori  Ideal-realism  will 
be  her  proper  name. 

The  universe  exists  for  thought ;  the  one  thing  desirable  and 
essential  is,  that  our  thought  about  it  shall  be  trua 

Knowledge  is  something  we  all  imagine  ourselves  in  greater 
or  less  measure  to  possess.  The  sciences  claim  to  arrive  not 
merely  at  knowledge,  but  at  necessary  knowledge — ^knowledge 
of  necessity.  They  prove,  in  a  manner,  the  legitimacy  of  this 
claim  by  their  verification  in  the  application.  So,  in  particular, 
pure  and  applied  mathematics.  The  former  proceeds  by 
axioms,  principles,  and  constructions,  resting  on  a  basis  of  a 
priori  intuition ;  these  axioms,  etc,  furnish  points  of  view — 
categories,  in  a  secondary  sense — which  are  verified  or  con- 
cretely illustrated  in  applied  mathematics.  The  fact  of  the 
existence  of  the  sciences  is  the  starting-point  for  the  first  phil- 
osophical problem,  for  in  this  fact  is  involved  the  conception 
of  scientific  knowledge 

It  will  be  objected  (and  has  been,  for  example,  by  Dr.  Ulrici, 
of  Halle),  that  the  acceptance  of  scientific  knowledge  as  a  fact, 
implies  what  the  sceptic  may  deny,  the  existence  of  an  objec- 
tive realm  present  directly  or  representatively  to  the  mind. 
But  the  question  of  the  reality  of  an  objective  world  of  ex- 
ternal things  is  one  upon  which  practically  there  is  no  disagree- 
ment among  men.  The  discussion  of  the  grounds  of  our 
belief  in  this  reality  is  essentially  .one  belonging  to  physics 
and  psychology,  and  to  logic.  The  explanation  of  the  neces- 
sity of  this  belief  is,  however,  "tacitly  contained  in  logic, 
which  seeks  to  open  the  way  for  an  insight  into  the  nature  of 
necessity  and  into  the  process  by  which  our  knowledge  of  it 
arises." 

The  theory  of  vision  assumes  provisionally  the  reality 
of  the  thing  to  be  explained,  viz :  sight  The  nature  and 
significance  of  the  phenomena  of  sight  are  to  result  &om 
the  ascertainment  and  scientific  elaboration  of  the  facts.  So, 
in  the  case  of  the  theory  of  cognition,  the  difficulties  of  the 
subject  can  not  be  expected  to  disappear  before  the  correct 
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doctrine — statement  and  comprehension  of  fects — shall  have 
been  developed. 

The  axioms,  principles,  and  constructions  of  pure  mathe- 
matics are  not  forms  or  notions  found  unaccountably  in  the 
mind  a  priori^  but  are  seen  and  known  in  their  mental  genesis ; 
our  trust  in  them  reposes  on  our  genetic  comprehension  of 
them.  In  so  far  as  our  knowledge — thought — in  general  con- 
tains necessary  or  universal  elements,  it  can  be  comprehended 
only  when  we  comprehend,  in  like  manner,  its  derivation. 

At  the  outset,  therefore,  nothing  is  to  be  declared  inexplica- 
ble or  unknowable  Any  limitation  of  the  field  of  knowledge, 
which  may  eventually  be  shown  necessary,  will  result  firom 
our  genetic  insight  into  the  nature  and  possibilities  of  thought. 

Other  ways  of  beginning  a  system  of  philosophy,  which  will 
occur  to  the  reader  of  some  English  systems,  are,  to  write  first, 
for  example,  a  section  labelled  "  The  Unknowable,"  wherein,  on 
the  basis  of  concurrent  testimony  and  alleged  "  inconceivabili- 
ties," the  most  difficult  problems  are  from  the  first  brushed 
aside,  the  subsequent  development,  running  through  volumes, 
being  devoted  to  questions  in  physics,  empirical  psychology, 
or  social  science  (worthy  and  extremely  important  subjects, 
but  not  questions  relating  to  the  essential  problems  of  thought 
and  being) ;  or,  on  a  similar  basis,  to  prove  to  a  probability 
that  certain  notions  can  not  but  be  held,  without  showing  the 
source  of  this  necessity.  If  thought  and  its  objects  were  petri- 
fied, and  not  living,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  English 
method  of  reflective  analysis,  carried  out  with  sufficient 
patience,  would  suffice.  But  since  the  contrary  supposition  is 
the  true  one,  nothing  remains  but  to  find  a  primal  germ  and 
follow  it  in  its  development.  Philosophy  is  explanation ;  but 
explanation  gives  the  how  and  the  why,  and  the  former  can 
be  stated  only  in  terms  of  motion — ^terms  which  describe  a 
genesis. 

All  the  sciences — such  is  Trendelenburg's  development — 
have  to  do  with  somewhat  that  m,  and  they  treat  of  this  "  some- 
what "  through  the  organ  of  thought ;  or,  each  science  has  its 
special  subject,  a  portion  of  the  realm  of  being,  and  makes  use 
of  thought  in  the  treatment  of  it  in  a  definite  way,  or,  in  other 
words,  has  its  peculiar  method.      As,  then,  the  part  points 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1874.]  Friedrich  Adolf  Trendelenbarg.  819 

always  to  the  whole,  so  each  scieace  points  to  the  science 
which  treats  of  the  whole  of  being,  or  of  being  as  such  (Meta- 
physics), and  to  the  science  of  thought  as  thought  (Logic).  **If 
the  sciences  will  become  completed,  they  need  precisely  that 
to  which — ^though  it  lies  beyond  their  separate,  special  spheres 
— they  point  Logic  and  metaphysics  are  in  so  far  the  proper 
implication,  the  consequence,  of  the  essential  life  of  the 
sciences."  The  theory  of  science  will  hence  include  a  re- 
ference both  to  metaphysics  and  to  logic,  and  it  is  this  theory 
which  the  "  Logical  Investigations  "  would  establish. 

Jn  every  act  of  knowing  is  involved  the  antithesis  of  being 
and  thought  The  former  is  taken  up  into  the  latter;  the 
latter  penetrates  the  former.     How  is  this  possible  ? 

It  was  a  saying  of  the  ancients  that  like  is  known  by  like. 
Knowledge,  as  the  union  of  thought  and  being,  can  be  possible 
only  in  virtue  of  something  which  belongs  equally  to  these  two 
factors,  something  in  which  each  resembles  the  other.  And 
since  thought  is  essentially  active,  this  element  common  to 
thought  and  being  must  be  some  form  of  activity.  The  first 
mark,  then,  of  that  active  principle  which  shall  mediate  be- 
tween thought  and  being,  must  be  that  it  shall  be  common  to 
both.  It  must,  secondly,  be  primitive  and  therefore  need  and 
admit  no  explanation,  and  hence,  thirdly,  simple,  for  the  com- 
plex is  not,  logically,  primitive. 

For  the  discovery  of  the  principle  in  question,  says  Trendel- 
enburg, two  ways  may  be  pursued.  Either  the  activities  mani- 
fested in  thought  and  in  being  may  be  analyzed,  with  a  view 
to  ascertaining  that  ultimate  one  in  which  both  agree,  or,  some 
activity  known  to  sensible  intuition  may  be  assumed  hypotheti- 
cally,  with  a  view  to  seeing  whether  it  meets  the  required 
conditions.     The  latter  course  is  adopted. 

The  activity  thus  hypothetically  selected  is  motion.  Aris- 
totle declared  that  "  he  who  knows  not  motion,  knows  not  na- 
tura''  Modem  science  is  demonstrating  with  ever  increasing 
completeness  the  universality  of  motion  in  nature.  Our  per- 
ceptions of  nature,  sight,  sound,  etc.,  are  found  to  depend  on 
external  motion.  Even  for  the  explanation  of  matter,  the 
image  of  motion  is  found  necessary :  matter  is  comprehensible 
for  us  only  in  terms  of  balanced  or  specific  positive  forces,  and 
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the  coDception  of  force,  if  realizable  at  all,  is  not  so  without  the 
aid  of  the  conception  of  motion. 

On  the  other  side,  thought  depends  in  all  its  phases  on  the 
ideal  counterpart  of  motion.  In  vision  we  describe  the  out- 
line of  the  object  in  thought,  though  with  lightning-like  ra- 
pidity— ^a  form  of  ideal  motion;  in  sound  we  "follow"  the 
succession  or  prolongation  of  sounds — ^again  a  form  of  ideal 
motion.  The  terms  and  processes  of  the  abstract  or  logical 
understanding,  such  as  distinguishing,  combining,  clasaifjing, 
inferring,  its  ideas,  such  as  causality,  finality,  all  imply  ideal  or 
conMructive  motion,  the  counterj>art  of  external  motion. 

Motion,  then,  would  seem  to  satisfy  the  first  of  the  require- 
ments for  the  desired  principle  mediating  in  knowledge  be- 
tween thought  and  being,  the  requirement,  namely,  that  it  be 
common  to  both  thought  and  being. 

Motion  is,  further,  both  in  the  sphere  of  being  and  in  the 
sphere  of  thought,  primitive,  as  being  underivable,  indecom- 
posable, indefinable.  No  definition  of  motion  can  be  given 
which  does  not  presuppose  the  thing  defined. 

Thirdly,  motion  must,  in  order  to  meet  all  the  requirements 
of  the  principle  sought,  be  simple.  It  is  claimed  by  some  that 
motion  is  the  product  of  space  and  time  as  its  Actors.  But 
the  ideas,  factor,  space,  time,  all  involve,  in  order  to  their 
realization  in  thought,  the  idea  of  motion.  Or  is  it  claimed  that 
activity  is  more  universal  than  motion  ?  But  no  specific  diflfer- 
ence,  by  which  motion  may  be  distinguished  from  activity,  caA 
be  stated,  which  does  not  itself  imply  the  conception  of  mo- 
tion. Nor  is  the  idea  of  change  more  general,  though  more 
abstract  Motion  is  simple,  and  not  compounded.  (Since 
activity  and  change  are  more  abstract  than  motion,  they  cannot 
serve  as  principles  in  a  theory  of  cognition.  For  a  principle  is 
needed  which  shall  conduct  thought  into  the  realm  of  the  con- 
cretely real.) 

Motion  is  a  fact  of  nature,  and  "  the  fundamental  phenomenon 
of  all  nature."  It  is  claimed  and  shown  to  be,  in  its  ideal  form, 
also  a  fact  of  mind,  and  that,  not  as  a  mere  representative 
image  derived  from  without,  but  as  original,  spontaneous,  the 
counterpart  of  motion  in  space,  and  taking  place  in  the  ideal 
space  of  thought     Since  motion  is  thus  common  and  funda- 
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mental  to  thought  and  being,  it  is  possible  to  conceive  how 
that  which  is  necessarily  involved  in  external  motion  may  be 
comprehended — may  find  its  necessary  counterpart — in  thought, 
which  is  ideal  motion.  And  per  contra^  that  which  follows 
from  motion  as  an  ideal  possession,  those  ideas  which  are  seen 
in  thought  to  result  from  motion  as  implied  in  it,  we  may  ex- 
pect to  find  realized  in  the  world  of  outward,  real  thing&  How 
much,  then,  and  what,  is  involved  ideally  in  the  fact  of  motion  ? 

First,  Trendelenbuig  examines  Kant's  arguments  for  the 
exclusively  subjective  nature  and  validity  of  the  notions  of 
space  and  time,  and  finds,  as  above  stated,  that  they  are  not 
conclusive ;  that^  while  they  prove  that  space  and  time  are  sub- 
jective intuitions,  they  do  not  exclude  the  possibility  that 
space  and  time  may  have  also  objective  validity.  As  directly 
following  fix)m  the  idea  of  motion,  these  ideas  are  observed  by 
Trendelenburg  to  be  at  once  subjectively  and  objectively 
necessary  and  valid.  They  are  hence  not  empirical,  their  num- 
ber (which,  on  the  Ejintian  theory  that  they  are  a  priori^  purely 
subjective  forms,  remained  unaccounted  for)  is  explained  by 
the  fact  that  no  other  similar  ideas  actually  flow  from  the  idea 
of  motion,  and  their  peculiarity  as  belonging  to  the  sphere  of 
sensible  intuition,  in  distinction  from  the  sphere  of  abstract 
conception,  is  comprehended  (for  motion,  from  which  they 
result  by  implication,  is  an  idea  of  sensible  intuition),  as  is  also, 
for  an  analogous  reason,  their  infinitude.  The  harmony  of  the 
subjective  and  the  objective,  the  union  of  thought  and  being  in 
knowledge,  is,  in  so  far,  made  intelligible.  Space  may  then  be 
termed  ^Hhe  external  product  of  motion,  and  time  the  idea  of 
the  inward  measure  of  motion.'^  Trendelenburg  examines 
various  other  theories  of  space  and  time,  arriving  at  results 
which  confirm  indirectly  his  own  conclusion.* 

From  what  has  now  been  set  forth,  it  will  be  evident  how,  in 
the  view  of  Trendelenburg,  motion,  as  a  physical  and  ideal 
(theoretical)  activity,  is  to  be  regarded  as  the  priua  of  experi- 
ence, "the  a  priori  before  experience,"  and  how  it  is  the 
medium  of  experience.  In  an  examination  of  the  fundamental 
notions  of  mathematics  and  physics  (point,  line,  figure,  num- 

*  On  the  ol^jectioiiB  to  this  theory  of  space  and  time  as  related  to  motion,  see 
Dr.  Porter's  Ths  Amofi  MeUeet,  Kew  York,  1867,  pp.  660,  661. 
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ber,  matter),  he  shows  how,  with  the  aid  of  space  and  time, 
products  of  motion,  through  the  constructive  (intuitive,  not 
abstract)  motion  of  the  mind,  these  notions  (intuitions  of  the 
sensibility)  are,  with  the  exception  of  matter,  evolved  a  priori 
by  genetic  necessity  and  are  necessarily  outwardly  manifested 
and  confirmed  in  the  physical  world,  the  radicle  of  which  is 
also  motion-  Not  as  though  these  notions  were  developed 
a  priori^  in  such  sense  as  to  be  anterior  to  experience  and  an 
independent  possession  of  pure  mind  ;  (pure  mind,  mind  unre- 
lated to  empirical  objects,  we  do  not  know  ;)  on  the  contrary, 
'^  the  a  priori  is  only  what  it  is,  in  so  far  as  it  confirms  and 
reveals  itself  externally."  As  to  matter,  although  all  our 
attempts  to  analyse  or  comprehend  it  result  and  end  in  the 
apprehension  or  idea  of  some  form  of  motion,  yet  it  is  admitted 
that  there  remains  in  it  something  as  yet  inexplicable. 

From  Aristotle's  time  until  now,  philosophers  have  been 
more  or  less  accustomed  to  distinguish  a  certain  number  of 
fundamental  notions,  of  more  general  application  than  others, 
which  have  been  termed  categories.  These  notions  represent 
mental  points  of  view,  from  which  we  apprehend  and  judge  of 
objects  or  relations;  or,  they  are  fundamental  notions,  on 
which  all  our  thinking  rests.  The  ten  categories  of  Aristotle 
are  well  known  in  the  history  of  philosophy,  and  the  twelve 
categories,  in  three  classes,  of  Kant,  will  be  familiar  to  every 
student  of  modern  philosophy.  With  Hegel,  every  new  stage 
in  the  dialectic  development  of  thought  furnishes  new  cate- 
gories. In  Trendelenburg's  History  of  the  Doctrine  of  Categories^ 
he  had  examined  the  various  forms  which  this  doctrine  had 
assumed  in  the  history  of  philosophic  thought,  and  had  pointed 
out  that,  wherein  each  successive  form  seemed  to  be  defective. 
In  the  last  chapter  of  vol.  L  of  the  ^'Logical  Investigations^^ 
he  names  and  explains  the  derivation  of  eight  categories  or 
ideas  which  follow  from  the  idea  of  motion  and  are  therefore 
valid  wherever  motion  is  found.  These,  in  distinction  from 
the  subsequently  investigated  "  modal "  categories,  are  termed 
*'  real  categories,  following  from  motion."  "  Thought,  since  it 
is  self-consciousness,  can  regard  itself  in  its  motion  ;  it  knows 
what  it  does  and  sees  what  it  has  done."  As,  now,  it  observes 
motion,  and  its  products  and  relations  and  distinguishes  the 
latter,  there  arise  for  it  the  categories. 
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Of  these  the  first  and  most  important  is  oausality.  Motion, 
it  has  been  shown,  produces.  The  apprehension  of  the  product 
takes  place  in  forms  of  motion  ;  the  product  is  comprehended 
only  in  terms  of  motion.  When,  now,  we  follow  backwards 
the  motion  of  production,  we  see  whence  the  product  came. 
This  derivation  of  the  product  is  termed  causality,  which 
accordingly  denotes  simply  the  '*  direction  whence."  "  The  law 
of  causality  expresses  nothing  but  this  continuity  of  develop- 
ment." Since  motion  is  in  all  thought  and  in  all  things ;  the 
notion  of  causality  is  universal  and  necessary  in  thought  and 
things. 

Motion  and  counter-motion  limit  and  determine  each  other 
and  the  result  is  a  product  relatively  at  rest  This  is  termed 
thing  or  Substance — the  second  category.  Quantity,  the  third 
cat^ory,  needs  little  explanation.  The  fourth,  Quality,  is 
causality  in  substances.  A  substance,  product  of  motion,  is  not 
absolutely  at  rest  From  it  motions  go  forth,  producing  spe- 
cific effects.  Thus  a  substance  is  *^ through  its  surface''  the 
occasion  of  etherial  vibrations,  which  are  perceived  by  us  as 
color.  The  other  "real"  categories  (termed  also  "  mathematical") 
are  Measure,  Unity  in  plurality,  Inherence,  and  Reciprocity  of 
action  (including  force).  The  significance  of  all  these  categories, 
when  the  principle  of  the  system  is  admitted,  is  absolute,  and 
not  merely  relative.  If  motion  is  the  '*  first  enei^"  of  thought 
and  of  being,  the  categories  which  follow  from  it  express  rela- 
tions at  once  ideal  and  real^  subjective  and  objective.  ''  In  this 
view  the  chasm  does  not  exist,  which  in  other  theories  separates 
the  categories  of  thought  and  the  principles  of  things,  as  though 
they  belonged  to  two  worlds,  which  it  is  impossible  to  bring 
into  relation ;  for  in  their  origin  all  are  one."  The  reader  will 
easily  see  the  coherence  between  the  general  theory  here  pro- 
pounded and  the  further  view  of  Trendelenburg,  that  in  cogni- 
tion, judgment  (which  corresponds  to  activity,  motion)  precedes 
conception  (whose  products  represent  the  products  of  motion). 

Thus  far  we  have  remained  in  the  physical  realm,  the  realm 
of  the  working  cause,  the  sphere  of  mathematics.  Is  this  the 
only  realm? 

The  organic  world  stands  before  us  apparently  an  imposing 
monument  of  the  power  of  thought  over  the  elements  of  things. 
In  it  the  part  has  significance  only  in  relation  to  the  whol&— the 
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root  only  in  relation  to  the  tree  it  nourishes,  the  human  hand 
only  in  relation  to  the  person  whom  it^ervea  So  intricate  are 
the  combinations  by  which  the  ends  of  the  organism  are  reached, 
so  inexplicable,  at  the  first  glance,  except  upon  the  theory  that 
the  end  has  determined  the  means,  that  a  modem  "  Positive" 
philosopher,  while  refusing  to  affirm  the  reality  of  final  causes, 
has  somewhere  said  that  in  the  investigation  of  nature  we  must 
often  proceed  as  if  such  causes  really  existed  and  acted.  In  the 
organic  realm,  what  before  was  effect  (in  the  sphere  of  efficient 
causation)  seems  now  to  become  the  cause,  or,  in  other  words, 
the  preconceived  idea  of  the  end  appears  to  have  determined 
and  directed  the  means.  The  phenomenon  is  at  least  extremely 
striking,  and  the  idealistic  theory  by  which  it  is  accounted  for 
is  so  plausible  and  so  superior  in  point  of  evidentness  and  facil- 
ity to  any  other,  that  it  should  certainly  not  be  set  aside  with- 
out sufficient  reason.  The  ancients,  Plato,  Aristotle,  accepted 
the  fact  and  the  explanation,  the  one  seeing  in  the  fact  the  im- 
perfectly realized  power  of  the  Idea,  and  the  other  not  only  fol- 
lowing out  the  notion  of  purpose,  end,  in  the  whole  sphere  of 
physically  organized  existence,  but  also  founding  on  it  his  con- 
ception of  the  ethical  life  of  man  as  organically  developing  itself 
in  the  individual,  the  family,  and  the  state.  The  notion  of  pur- 
pose, inherent  end,  as  manifested  in  organic  existence,  is  for 
Trendelenbujqg  the  second  fundamental  notion  in  philosophy. 
Motion — the  efficient  cause — forms  the  basis  and  becomes  in 
the  organic  sphere  the  material  of  ^)urpose — ^the  final  cause — 
and  thus  philosophy  and  nature  are  carried  up  above  the  purely 
mathematical  and  physical  realm  into  the  organic  and  ethicid. 
There  is  differentiation,  but  not  opposition.  The  real  cat^ories 
receive  a  new  and  profounder  significance,  but  do  not  disappear, 
when  permeated  by  and  in  the  realm  of  the  organic. 

The  adoption  of  this  second  principle  required  a  more  expli- 
cit and  detailed  justification  than  that  of  motion.  The  latter 
was  furnished  to  hand,  so  to  speak,  by  the  sciences,  which  are 
but  constantly  completing  the  demonstration  of  its  universal 
presence  in  nature.  The  former  is  very  widely  ignored  or  de- 
nied by  the  representatives  of  the  positive  sciences.  Trendelen- 
burg seeks  to  show  that  finality  is  a  natural  conception,  one 
furnished  by  the  facts  of  natural  science.     For  this  purpose  he 
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examines  the  structure  of  various  organs  and  the  adaptations  of 
orgaus  to  the  circnmstances  in  which  they  are  to  be  used  and 
for  the  specific  uses  to  which  they  are  put  In  these  examples 
the  philosopher  finds  it  impossible  to  exhaust  the  whole  truth 
of  the  case  with  the  application  of  the  physical  or  mathematical 
categories,  and  is  hence  obliged  to  recognize  a  new  principle, 
that  of  intelligence  or  finality.  The  difiBculties  of  the  case  are 
not  ignored.  In  the  organism  the  efficient  cause  produces  the 
whole  from  the  parts,  while  the  final  cause  determines  the  parts 
from  the  whole.  "  The  circle  is  distinctly  revealed.  The  organ 
in  its  activity  falls  under  the  sphere  of  the  efficient  [physical] 
cause ;  but  by  its  structure,  which  reveals  design,  it  falls  under 
the  law  of  its  own  effect  The  eye  sees,  but  it  is  sight  itself 
which  constructed  the  eye.  .  .  .  The  organs  of  the  mouth 
speak,  but  it  is  speech  itself,  the  necessity  of  expressing  thought, 
which  beforehand  framed  them  pliant  to  their  designed  use. 
This  circle  is  the  magic  circle  of  the  simple  fact ;  and  the  pre- 
established  harmony  seems  to  point  to  a  power  superior  to  and 
including  both  efficient  and  final  cause,  and  in  which  thought 
is  the  Alpha  and  the  Omega." 

The  final  cause,  controlling  the  efficient  cause,  the  force, 
identifies  itself  with  the  sama  Its  results  are  always  a  form 
of  activity,  not  of  rest ;  and  thus  motion  which  was  at  the  be* 
ginning,  reappears  in  the  later  and  higher  results  to  which 
thought  contributes.  Thought,  finality,  takes  motion  up  into 
its  service ;  "  the  idea  persuades  necessity,"  as  Plato  says,  to 
become  its  servant.     The  efficient  cause  becomes  a  means. 

Trendelenburg  examines  the  theories  of  Bacon  and  Spinoza, 
who  denied  or  limited  the  employment  of  the  principle  of 
finality,  as  also  Kant's  and  Hegel's  derivations  of  the  notion, 
and  finds  in  all  no  valid  objection  to  the  reception  of  the  prin- 
ciple. The  principle  is  assumed,  because  physical,  mechanical 
causation  is  as  yet  insufficient  for  the  facts.  "  True,"  says 
Trendelenburg,  "  the  possibility  still  remains  that  a  more  com- 
plete knowledge  of  the  efficient  cause  would  dissolve  the  theory 
of  finality  into  mere  show.  Such  an  attempt  must  be  expected. 
Biit  until  the  attempt  shall  succeed,  the  impotence  of  the  effi- 
cient cause  is  the  indirect  proof  of  the  necessity  of  design. 
Light  cannot  be  comprehended  as  the  product  of  darkness  and 
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consequently  we  assume  it  to  be  a  distinct  form  of  activity. 
But  light  is  self-revealing,  and  this  is  its  proper  evidenca  So 
also  is  it  with  finality." 

The  possibility  of  finality,  as  an  objective  form  of  cognition, 
is  grounded,  for  Trendelenburg,  in  the  fundamental  theory  of 
motion  as  common  to  thought  and  being,  and  as  being  hence 
the  agent  or  iertium  quid  through  which  thought  and  being  can 
come  together.  Being  acts  upon  thought  and  becomes  thus  the 
ratio  cognoscendi  through  the  medium  of  motion.*  In  like 
manner  is  given  the  possibility  that  thought  shall  act  upon 
being,  controlling  its  motion — its  efficient  causes — for  ends  con- 
ceived by  thought  **  As  we  know  external  motion  only 
through  the  mind's  own  motion,  so  we  perceive  the  external 
ends,  which  nature  has  realized,  only  because  the  mind  itself 
proposes  ^nds  and  can  therefore  reproduce  in  thought  the  pro- 
cesses of  finality  in  nature."  It  is  true  that  design—  thought — 
cannot  be  observed  like  an  outward  phenomenon.  But  no 
more  can  physical  cause, — ^for  example,  the  cause  of  the  pheno- 
mena of  color.  One  thing  only  remains  indemonstrable.  "  We 
observe  nowhere  in  nature  the  point  at  which  thought  seizes 
hold  of  force  and  directs  it  to  ideal  ends,  and  speculation  is  un- 
able to  indicate  the  point.  The  philosophy  which  seeks  the 
inner  ends  or  purpose,  founds  the  ideal  in  the  real ;  but  it  as 
yet  knows  not  how  the  ideal  comes,  enters,  into  the  real  Just  as 
the  ancients  represented  the  sun-god  standing  boldly  erect  in  his 
chariot,  and  guiding  his  steeds  with  his  hand,  but  placed  in  his 
hands  no  reins,  instruments  of  human  driving :  so*  thought,  as 
finality,  rules  the  efficient  mechanical  forces  of  nature  with  in- 
visible rein&  Human  intelligence  has  under  its  control  an  ex- 
ecutant hand  which  provides  for  the  bringing  into  realization 
of  the  means  required  by  intelligence  for  its  ends.  But  in  na- 
ture the  equivalent  for  the  hand  fails  in  our  knowledge,  and  it 
is  especially  through  this  gap  that  the  doubt  enters  in  which 
regards  finality  with  incredulity.  It  is  not  impossible  that  one 
day  this  defect  of  knowledge  may  be  made  good.  For  the 
present,  let  it  suffice  to  be  aware  what  we  do  and  what  we  do 

*  The  reader  may  recaU  here  Spinoza's  definitioii,  in  his  MMcs^  of  the  oonditioii 
of  casuality :  "  If  two  things  hare  nothing  in  oommon,  one  of  them  cannot  be  the 
cause  of  the  other." 
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not  know."  It  remains  true,  however,  that  *^  finality  is  a  fact 
in  the  world,  and  the  question  \a  simply,  whether  it  is  a  univer- 
sal one  or  not  If  not,  then  its  existence  in  the  world  is  an 
inconsequence." 

As  the  physical  realm  is  broader  and  higher  than  the  mathe- 
matical, which  latter  it  takes  up  into  its  service,  and  as  the 
organic,  in  which  the  new  principle  of  finality  plainly  appears, 
stands  in  a  similar  relation  of  superiority  to  the  two  preceding, 
so  finally  the  ethical  sphere  rises  out  of  and  above  the  organic. 
In  the  ethical  realm  the  end  is  an  idea,  the  idea  of  the  perfec- 
tion of  human  nature — an  idea  given,  it  is  true,  in  man's  exist- 
ence, but  freely  accepted  and  realized  by  hinL  The  intellec- 
tual recognition  of  this  ideal  end  of  existence,  and  the  free 
consecration  of  one's  powers  to  its  realization,  are  the  character- 
istic conditions  of  the  ethical.  **  The  will  is  desire,  permeated 
by  thought"  "  The  will  is  then  first  will  in  the  full  sense  of 
the  term,  when  it  is  able  to  act  in  response  to  the  motion  of 
thought  [more  especially,  in  response  to  the  conscious  idea  of 
the  end  to  be  realized  in  human  existence].  When  it  thus 
acts,  when  therefore  it  is  moved  by  the  idea  of  the  nature  of 
man,  it  is  the  good  will."  **  This  ability,  in  opposition  to  the 
desires  and  independently  of  sensuous  motives,  to  have  for 
one's  motive  only  the  Good  as  conceived  in  thought,  we  term 
Freedom  of  the  Will."  Truly  free  acts  are  necessary  acts,  be- 
cause determined  by  the  immutable  idea  of  the  nature  and 
design  of  man,  and  by  what  necessarily  flows  therefrom. 

The  "  real  categories  "  are  raised  to  a  higher  and  more  sig- 
nificant form  in  the  light  of  the  principle  of  finality.  Efficient 
Causality  becomes  Means,  Substance  becomes  Organism,  Inher- 
ence— the  relation  of  parts  to  a  whole — ^becomes  the  relation  of 
members  to  the  organism,  Quality  becomes  Organic  Activity, 
and  so  on. 

Of  the  modal  categories,  which  are  peculiarly  categories  of 
logic  or  of  thought.  Necessity,  the  m  )8t  important,  rests  on  the 
mutual  permeation  of  thought  and  being.  The  impossibility 
of  the  contrary,  by  which  phrase  it  is  often  defined,  is  measured 
only  by  comparison  with  fixed  points  in  knowledge,  which  are 
won  only  by  the  mutual  interpenetration  of  thought  and  being,. 
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or  by  the  comprehension  of  being  in  thought,  on  the  ultimate 
basis  of  the  element — amotion— common  to  both. 

The  method  of  philosophy  is  at  once  analytic  and  synthetic. 
A  model  of  all  such  cognition  may  be  seen  in  the  process  by 
which  an  obscure  passage  in  the  writings  of  any  author  is 
studied  and  interpreted.  The  words  are  analyzed  in  their 
etymological  forms  and  syntactical  relations,  and  the  sense 
thereby  obtained  is  confirmed  or  corrected  by  comparison  with 
the  whole  thought,  of  which  the  passage  is  but  a  partial  ex- 
pression 

"  Only  in  the  idea  of  the  whole  does  the  restless  movement 
of  the  mind  find  repose."  The  part  points  to  the  whole,  .the 
relation  to  the  unconditioned,  the  finite  to  the  infinite  and 
absolute.  In  the  infinite  as  its  end  and  cause  rests  the  thought 
of  the  finite.  But  unmistakably  as  finite  science  points  to  the 
infinite,  yet  the  endeavor  to  apprehend  the  infinite  must 
necessarily  fail,  and  the  proof  of  its  reality  must  be  indirect ; 
for  all  direct  proof  is  genetic ;  but  of  the  infinite  there  is  no 
genesia  Yet  the  indirect  proof  becomes  more  and  more  con- 
vincing, in  proportion  as  the  points  of  view,  the  necessities  of 
thought  and  fact,  on  which  it  rests,  are  made  in  the  progress  of 
science  more  evident  "God  alone  can  comprehend  God."  No 
one  is  angry  with  the  eye,  when  it  acts  with  the  unexpressed 
consciousness  that  the  realm  of  its  activity  is  not  that  of  unchang- 
ing, pure  light,  but  of  light  that  is  modified,  reflected  or 
refracted  in  the  various  play  of  color,  that  it  lives  not  in  the 
brightness  of  the  sun  in  the  heavens,  but  in  the  sphere  of  ter- 
restrial light.  But  human  thought  is  reproached  with  in- 
credulity or  indolence,  when,  like  the  eye,  it  knows  that  the 
circle  of  the  finite  and  conditioned,  which  is  surely  broad 
enough,  is  the  limit  of  its  free  and  joyous  activity.  When  the 
eye  is  ravished  by  the  harmony  of  colors,  it  does  not  deny  the 
sun ;  on  the  contrary,  it  knows,  so  to  speak,  that  the  colors  are 
bom  from  the  light  When  thought  exercises  itself  success- 
fully in  finite  things,  it  does  not  deny  God,  but  sees  Him  in 
the  reason  that  is  in  the  world  and  knows  that  this  reason 
comes  from  Him.  But  by  the  sight  of  the  sun  the  eye  is 
dazzled,  and  it  sees  then  only  phantasms  of  its  own  production; 
and  so  by  the  intuition  of  God  finite  thought  is  swallowed  up 
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and  in  this  fancied  intuition  it  produces  only  a  reflection  of  the 
finite.  "  All  proofs  of  God's  existence  resemble  the  attempt  to 
find  out  the  pure  light  by  reasoning  from  color,  in  which  light 
is  as  it  were  clouded — as  though  man  could  remove  the  cloud.'* 
"  Or,  the  world  may  be  compared  to  one  among  the  poems  of  a 
master  mind,  a  partial  expression  of  his  thought  We  read 
the  poem  and  infer  what  must  have  been  the  whole,  the  general 
thought  of  the  poet"  "  The  knowledge  which  the  finite  spirit 
has,  however,  extended  is  yet,  for  each  individual,  bare  patch- 
work, fragmentary ;  and  whether  one's  knowledge  extend  only 
to  a  particle  or  to  a  part  of  the  world,  yet  the  thought  of  God  is 
ever  the  completion  of  this  patch-work."  ** Science  completes 
itself  only  in  the  hypothesis  that  there  exists  a  spirit,  whose 
thought  is  the  origin  of  all  being.  The  principle  of  cognition 
and  the  principle  of  being  are  one.  And  because  this  idea  of 
God  underlies  the  world,  the  same  unity  is  sought  in  things 
and,  as  in  an  image,  found  again.  'The  act  of  the  divine 
knowledge  is  the  substance  of  being  for  all  things.^ " 

If  in  this  last  division  of  our  Article  we  have  presented  so 
extended  an  abstract  of  the  contents  of  the  ^^  Logical  Lwesti- 
gationa^'  an  excuse  may  be  found  in  the  importance  of  the 
subject-matter,  both  in  itself  and  as  something  which  might 
well  be  incorporated  into  the  current  of  English  and  American 
philosophic  thought  The  public  mind  in  England  and  America 
is  or  is  not  now  particularly  adverse  to  philosophic  exposition 
and  inquiry,  according  as  the  latter  is  conceived  as  purely 
a  prioTi  speculation  or  as  dealing  with  palpable  questions  of 
fact  In  this  the  public  mind  is  partly  right ;  for,  if  anything 
has  been  demonstrated  by  the  history  of  philosophy,  it  is  the 
utter  sterility  of  purely  speculative  inquiries,  unrelated  to 
demonstrated  fact  But  concrete  questions  in  philosophy,  no 
matter  how  specialized  and  empirical,  cannot  be  successfully 
treated  when  isolated  from  a  more  general  metaphysical  theory. 
Philosophy  is  an  organism,  because  all  truth  is  organic  Each 
special  truth  is  related  organically  to  the  whole  sum  of  truth. 
Truth  is  one,  and  a  partial  truth  is  never  rightly  and  fully 
understood  except  as  related  to  the  one  whole  of  which  it  is  a 
part  A  metaphysical  theory  is  therefore  necessary,  but  not 
one  manufectured  at  pleasure  out  of  the  philosopher's  a  priori 
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coDsciousness.  On  the  contrary,  it  must  be  born  of  the  widest 
knowledge  of  the  actual  methods  of  the  sciences  and  of  the 
facts  of  existence  as  scientifically  established.  And  it  is  be- 
cause English  and  American  philosophy  has  been  so  often  frag- 
mentary and  superficial  (has  the  influence  of  the  so-called 
eclectic  school  in  France,  together,  alas !  with  the  tradition  of 
English  philosophy,  had  nothing  to  do  with  this  ?)  that,  though 
writing,  fundamentally  speaking,  rather  in  the  spirit  of  an  his- 
torian than  of  a  propagandist,  and  acknowledging  the  influence 
in  the  right  direction  which  is  exerted  by  illustrious  exceptions 
among  our  philosophical  writers,  we  have  been  influenced  by 
the  thought  that  the  further  infusion,  into  our  current  thought, 
of  something  like  the  grave,  comprehensive,  universal  doctrine 
of  Trendelenburg  would,  if  it  could  be  accomplished,  be  in  the 
Ifeist  degree  beneficial. 

English  philosophy  is  now  separated  into  two  camps,  in  the 
one  of  which  the  fundamental  assertion  is  a  negation — the 
denial  of  necessity  in  knowledge  or  thought — while  in  the 
other  the  opposite  is  affirmed.  And  how  do  the  followers  in 
the  opposed  camps  go  about  to  convict  each  other  of  error? 
By  firmly  based  and  comprehensive  inquiries,  resting  on  a 
correct  appreciation  of  the  whole  breadth  and  depth  of  the 
problem  ?  Not,  certainly,  in  all  cases.  In  the  first  place,  the 
necessity  in  question  is  quite  commonly  conceived  as  psycho- 
logical compulsion  and  philosophers  have  gone  bravely  to  work 
to  disprove  the  necessity  (for  example)  that  a  child  of  two 
years  should  assume  a  cause  for  every  efiect  or  insist  on  the 
identity  of  A  and  A !  As  though  any  amount  of  anthropo- 
logical knowledge  or  psychological  history  or  analysis  were 
going  to  show  how  and  why  we  know  (in  so  far  as  our  scientific 
knowledge  extends)  that  any  things  are  necessarily  as  they  are  I 
For  the  necessity  in  question  is  not  the  necessity  of  psycho- 
logical experience,  alone  or  in  any  eminent  degree,  but  the 
scientific  necessity  of  things,  and  the  determination  of  the 
basis  and  rationale  of  this  necessity  depends  on  a  broad  theory 
of  the  conditions  and  foundations  of  thought  and  existence,  or 
of  scientific  knowledge.  And  if  then  certain  ideas — ^so-called 
"forms  of  intuition,"  or  categories  of  the  understanding — 
reveal  themselves  alike  to  the  unsophisticated    and  to  the 
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philosophically  educated  as  necessary  to  thought,  their  neces- 
sity will  neither  be  demonstrated  as  the  result  of  any  number 
of  ages  of  habitual  experience,  nor  will  the  temper  of  the 
times  nor  the  true  spirit  of  philosophy  admit  of  their  being 
explained  (?)  as  existing  in  the  mind  by  a  divine  creative  fiat, 
but  they  will  have  to  be  comprehended  as  involved  in  the 
simple  basis  of  all  thought  and  of  all  our  conceptions  of  exist- 
ence. It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  thought,  ideas,  are 
nothing  except  as  belonging  to  an  organism  of  knowledge* 
Ideas  are  not  necessary  in  themselves,  but  only  as  elements  in 
knowledge.  **  The  a  priori  is  what  it  is,  only  as  it  reveals  and 
confirms  itself  in  the  knowledge  of  reality."  The  question  of 
the  origin  and  nature  of  necessary  ideas  is  not,  therefore,  one 
of  empirical  psychology.  It  can  be  treated  only  in  a  separate 
science,  the  Science  of  Cognition,  or  the  Theory  of  Science, 
which  must  rest  at  once  on  a  physical  and  a  metaphysico- logi- 
cal basis — the  latter  in  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  fundamental 
quality  and  implication  of  thought,  and  the  former  inasmuch 
as  it  requires  the  widest  knowledge  which  the  physical  sciences, 
and  they  alone,  can  furnish  of  the  nature  of  being. 

A  philosophy  like  Trendelenburg's  claims  no  greater  com- 
pleteness than  that  which  the  positive  sciences  have  themselves 
attained,  for  it  depends  on  those  sciences  for  its  data  and  its 
confirmation.  It  is  frankly  avowed  to  be  an  hypothesis  which 
must  be  tested  by  the  results  of  its  application.  The  require- 
ment that  a  philosophy  should  be  stated  as  absolute  truth  is 
absurd,  when  we  reflect  that  the  philosopher  is  mortal  and 
&llible,  and  that  what  is  to  be  explained  is  much  more  diffi- 
cult to  seize  than  are,  for  example,  in  physics  the  causes  of 
light,  heat,  and  the  like,  of  whose  nature,  however,  our  knowl- 
edge, though  hypothetical,  is  none  the  less  for  that  reason 
respected. 

It  is  not  our  business  nor  our  purpose  to  undertake  here  an 
absolute  defence  or  criticism  of  the  philosophy  of  Trendelen- 
burg, yet  a  few  words  of  cautionary  explanation  may  be 
allowed. 

First,  then,  let  the  error  be  guarded  against,  of  decrying  the 
theory  of  Trendelenburg  as  materialistic  or  in  the  bad  sense 
empirical,  because  it  rests  on  the  hypothetical  identity  in  nature 
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of  the  basis  of  thought  and  of  physical  existence.  Ouce  for 
all — and  this  is  a  late  day  at  which  to  be  repeating  the  state- 
ment of  a  thing  so  obvious — man  is  not  a  pure  spirit,  and  as 
conscious  existence  in  general  depends,  at  least  in  this  our 
earthly  condition,  on  physical  organization,  so  thought  iteelf, 
even  in  its  freest  activities,  depends  on  the  presence  of  an  image, 
which  image  may  be  received  from  without  or  construed  from 
within.  Even  the  most  immaterial  conceptions,  as  God,  truth, 
are  realized,  if  at  all,  only  in  direct  (positive  or  negative)  rela- 
tion to  sensible  intuition  and  imagination  and  their  products. 
The  rule  of  the  physical  universe  is  the  rule  of  the  human 
mind.  In  each  there  is  gradation,  and  in  each  higher  grade 
the  preceding  is  involved  as  a  meana  The  artist's  thought  is 
revealed  in  a  physical  material  chosen  for  the  purpose ;  thought, 
finality,  in  nature  finds  no  expression  except  in  and  on  the 
basis  of  physical  or  efficient  causation.  And  so  the  higher 
operations  of  human  thought  rest  upon  and  involve  the  lower; 
conception  implies  previous  perception  and  inaagination  and, 
•as  an  instrument,  the  ideal,  constructive  motion  which  runs 
through  both.  The  theory,  then,  instead  of  being  monistic 
and  materialistic  at  its  commencement,  is  the  rather  dualistic, 
since  it  postulates,  starting  from  the  realm  of  first  appearance 
and  from  a  positive  fact  implied  in  all  the  sciences,  the  dis- 
tinction of  thought  and  being.  It  is  not  stated,  be  it  observed, 
that  motion  exhausts  the  conception  of  thought  and  being,  but 
the  hypothesis — in  developing  which  the  tendency  is  to  proceed 
from  the  known  to  the  unknown — is  simply  propounded,  that 
motion  is  universally  common  to  both.  What  each  may  have 
or  be  in  addition  to  motion  is,  for  the  time,  set  aside.  If  the 
analysis  of  thought  and  the  results  of  the  scientific  investiga- 
tion of  nature  go  to  confirm  the  hypothesis,  this  is  enough  to 
suggest  the  further  supposition  that  it  is  through  this  common 
element  that  thought  and  being  can  come  together  in  the  act  of 
knowledge  However  immaterial  thought  and  its  substrate 
may  be,  neither  can  come  into  relation  to  material,  physical 
existence  without  some  middle  term  of  relation ;  thus,  at  least, 
judged  so  great  a  philosopher  as  Descartes,  who  accordingly, 
since  he  recognized  the  existence  of  no  such  middle  or  com- 
mon term,  accounted  for  the  interaction  of  soul  and  body 
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(which  is  but  a  specification  of  the  problem  of  the  interrelation 
of  thought  and  being)  by  the  assumed  and  essentially  miracu- 
lous concourse  of  God.  If  the  beginning,  then,  though  in  the 
better  sense  empirical  (as  starting  from  a  given  fact  to  be 
accounted  for),  is  yet  dualistic  and  hence  not  materialistic, 
much  more,  as  bas  been  seen,  is  the  end  adverse  to  material- 
ism, since  it  recognizes  the  presence  and  power  of  thought  in 
nature,  ascribing  to  the  former  the  supremacy  and  to  both  a 
dependence  on  ihe  Unconditioned. 

But,  again,  it  may  be  said  that  motion  presupposes  some- 
thing that  is  moved  and  a  moving  force,  and  that  the  former  is 
in  the  theory  not  specified.  This  may  be  true  ;  but  the  theory 
is  not  ab  initio  a  metaphysics  ;  it  is  a  theory  of  cognition.  It 
seeks  primarily  not  the  essence  of  existence,  but  the  conditions 
and  implication  of  thought  It  runs  incidentally — or,  if  one 
will,  necessarily — upon  the  irrational  conception  of  matter, 
which  it  frankly  confesses  its  inability  wholly  to  unriddle, 
although  showing  that  all  we  can  say  about  it  must  be  said  in 
terms  of  motion. 

The  fundamental  emphasis  which  is  laid  upon  finality  in 
nature,  is  calculated  to  shock  the  prejudices  of  positive  philos- 
ophers and  of  some  scientists.  But  the  legitimacy  of  their 
seeking  only  for  the  efficient  cause  or  the  mechanics  of  the 
phenomena  which  they  investigate,  is  fully  admitted.  Since 
intelligence,  if  it  rule  at  all  in  nature,  can  rule  only  throagh 
the  agency  of  physical  causes  and  on  the  basis  of  physical 
laws,  every  organism  presents  a  problem  in  mechanics,  which 
science  has  to  solve.  If  by  usage  or  courtesy  the  realm  of 
efficient  causation,  and  that  alone,  is  set  apart  for  science,  yet 
philosophy,  whose  glance  is  more  comprehensive,  must  regard 
phenomena  in  all  their  aspects,  and  if  an  aspect  of  them  is 
found  which,  though  not  contradictory  to  the  scientific  aspect, 
is  yet  decidedly  difierent  and  seemingly  higher,  the  truly  scien- 
tific spirit  will  be  the  last  to  object  to  anything  being  inferred 
from  that  aspect,  which  the  facts  may  warrant  or  the  analogies 
of  thought  may  necessitate.  In  the  face  of  opposition,  how- 
ever, philosophy  must  here  stand  upon  her  right  and  deny  the 
right  of  the  part  to  dictate  to  the  whole,  or  of  the  basis  (science, 
efficient  causation)  to  dictate  what  superstructure  (not  in  con- 
tradiction therewith)  shall  be  raised  upon  it. 
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Trendelenburg's  Philosophy  of  Natural  Law  {Naturrecht)  is 
founded  on  ethics,  and  the  ethical,  as  has  been  above  intimated, 
is  with  him  but  a  higher  stage  or  potency  of  the  organic — it  is 
"the  organic  become  free."  Space  does  not  remain  for  an 
examination  of  his  doctrine  of  natural  law,  agreeable  and  foil 
of  instruction  as  the  examination  might  prove  itself.  Yet  the 
founding  of  the  ethical  in  the  organic  may  strike  some  strict 
constructionists  among  our  intuitional  moralists  as  bringing 
the  theory  of  morals  too  near  to  the  realm  of  Empirical  philos- 
ophy, and  theologians  may  reproach  it  with  naturalism.  The 
former  objection  will  tend  to  disappear  when  it  is  recalled  that 
for  Trendelenburg  the  organic  is  the  expression  of  thought, 
the  illustration  of  an  Idea ;  not,  however,  of  an  idea  known 
apart  from  experience,  but  of  an  a  priori  revealed  and  con- 
firmed in  experience.  Nor  is  the  theologian*s  objection  more 
substantial,  for  the  theory  expressly  admits  and  claims  that  the 
Idea  and  its  requirements  (e.  g.,  the  idea,  end,  of  man,  and  the 
duties  following  from  it)  are  the  revelation  in  human  nature  of 
the  will  of  the  infinite,  unconditioned  God. 

It  is  a  peculiarity  of  truth,  resulting  from  its  organic  nature, 
that,  just  as,  for  example,  in  the  human  organism,  no  member 
can  be  understood  out  of  relation  to  the  whole  organism,  and 
the  complete  comprehension  of  any  member  involves  a  gen- 
eral comprehension  of  the  whole,  so  the  complete  considera- 
tion of  any  part  of  truth  leads,  when  correctly  carried  out,  to 
the  consideration  and  knowledge  of  the  whole.  And  since 
truth  is  multifarious  and  many-sided,  the  approaches  to  it  are 
correspondingly  numeroua  The  philosophy  of  Trendelenbui^ 
is  an  approach  to  truth  and  an  attempt  to  comprehend  it,  from 
one  direction.  Equally  possible  were  it,  however,  conceivably 
to  make  the  approach,  as  others  have  done,  from  other  direc- 
tions and  to  arrive  at  substantially  the  same  resulta  A  philo- 
sophical system  conceived  in  this  way  does  not  admit  of  parti- 
sans, since  a  system  thus  conceived  does  not  and  can  not  claim 
to  be  the  only  true  avenue  to  truth.  Only  a  system,  which 
pretends  to  take  its  stand  a  priori  at  the  centre  of  absolute 
knowledge  and  thence  to  derive  by  necessary  deduction  all 
truth  of  fact,  must  have  one-sided  partisans  for  its  disciples. 
But  it  is  hoped  that  all  who  shall  have  read  the  first  division 
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of  this  Article,  will  be  disposed  to  allow  that  such  a  system  is 
impossible  for  man.  Nothing  hinders,  then,  our  conceding  the 
general  truth  of  Trendelenburg's  doctrine,  without,  however, 
granting  that  his  theory  is  the  only  one  which  a  4rue  philos- 
ophy may  adopt.  No#in  accepting  conditionally  his  doctrine 
is  it  necessary  to  accept  all  the  minor  statements,  although  we 
believe  that  remarkably  few  just  grounds  of  criticism  will  be 
found  in  them,  when  all  are  considered  with  reference  to  the 
whole  doctrine  of  which  each  statement  is  a  part  Thus  what 
is  said  (and  above  expounded)  in  regard  to  causality  may  well 
strike  one  as  furnishing  a  strikingly  inadequate  account  of  the 
jl^tion,  unless  it  be  borne  in  mind  that  it  is  only  causality  in 
the  mechanical  realm  which  is  being  considered.  In  the  higher, 
organic  sphere,  the  idea  becomes  deepened  and  spiritualized. 
This  only  must  we  say  by  way  of  criticism,  namely,  that  the 
reduction  of  force,  as  a  physical  category,  to  motion,  does  not 
seem  to  us  to  have  been  properly  supplemented  by  Trendelen- 
burg in  the  part  devoted  to  the  treatment  of  the  organic  sphere. 
Here  force  appears  as  that  which  we  know  it  in  consciousness — 
not  separate  from  motion,  it  is  true,  but  with  a  significance 
which  includes  much  more  than  motion.  To  find  this  pointed 
out  we  have  sought  in  vain  in  Trendelenburg's  works. 

We  may  add,  supplementarily,  that  Karl  Bosenkranz,  the 
gifted  veteran  in  the  ranks  of  the  Hegelians,  who  has  lectured 
and  voluminously  written  to  the  delight  of  so  many  thousands 
— thanks  to  the  charm  of  his  style  and  the  wealth  of  his  erudi- 
tion and  intelligence — ^in  an  Article  on  Trendelenburg  and 
Hegel,  in  Die  Oegenwari^  August  8,  1872,  repeats,  against  the 
fundamentally  important  principle  that  thought  without  image 
{Anschauen)  is  impossible,  the  chaise  that  such  logical  concep- 
tions as  "causality,  necessity,  universality,  identity,  difference, 
and  the  like,"  can  absolutely  not  be  imaged.  In  reply :  it  is 
not  claimed  that  motion,  and  sensation,  as  dependent  in  cogni- 
tion on  ideal  motion,  exhaust  the  nature  of  thought  But  it  is 
claimed  and  shown  that  the  universal  and  abstract  conceptions 
above  named  come  to  consciousness  and  are  realized  only 
through  the  aid  of  constructive  motion.  This  has  been  pointed 
out  in  particular,  as  regards  the  first  named  of  them,  in  the 
third  division  of  our  Article.     As  to  necessity,  the  most  familiar 
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manner  in  which  we  clothe  the  conception  to  our  thought  is  bj 
regarding  it  as  identical  with  a  repellent  force  which  forbids — 
wards  off — the  contrary.  In  like  manner,  universality,  identity, 
difference,  while,  like  necessity,  they  are  conceptions  peculiar 
to  thought  in  distinction  from  being  (they  are  not  **  given"  in 
sensuous  intuition,  in  the  same  sense  in  which,  for  example, 
color  or  sound  is),  have  yet  no  sense  and  no  application,  and 
hence  no  existence  in  consciousness  except  as  they  i*eveal 
themselves  and  are  confirmed  in  motion  (real  or  ideal)  and 
its  products.  Rosenkranz's  comparison  of  Trendelenburg  to 
Cousin  is  infinitely  more  complimentary  to  the  latter  than  to 
the  former.  There  can  be  only  a  superficial  resemblance  be- 
tween the  German  philosopher,  who  from  youth  to  old  age  was 
self-consistent  in  his  thought  and  ever  self-possessed  and 
indefatigable  in  bis  judgment  of  the  results  of  the  philosophic 
thought  of  the  past  and  in  his  endeavor  to  confirm  his  theory 
by  comparison  with  the  scientific  results  of  the  present  and  by 
testing  it  in  the  application,  and  the  French  *^  orateur-philoso- 
phe,"  a  philosopher,  in  some  sense,  by  commission,  changeable 
in  his  fundamental  views,  and  deterred  by  no  philosophic  bent 
from  turning  his  attention,  when  his  philosophic  *'  business" 
was  accomplished,  to  the  study  of  female  characters  of  the 
reign  of  Louis  XIV. 
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Abticlk  VL— SECTARISM,  ALLIANCE,  AND  THE  BASIS 
OP  FELLOWSHIP.* 

BASIS    OF   FULL   CHUBCH   MEMBERSHIP. 

A.  A  particular  local  church  is  an  organized  company  of 
persons,  engaged  together  in  honoring  Christ  and  advancing 
His  causa 

B.  All  persons  are  to  be  received  and  retained  in  it  who 
will  honor  Christ  and  His  cause  in  that  particular  church. 

C.  The  evidences  of  thus  honoring  Christ  and  His  cause 
are  (1)  belief  exhibited  as  "fyuit,"  (2)  conduct  exhibited  as 
"fruit,"  (8)  A  regenerate  state  ot  the  persons  " them  "-selves,  as 
professed  or  exhibited.     (Matt,  vii,  16.) 

D.  The  third  evidence,  a  regenerate  state,  may  be  absent 
notwithstanding  the  existence  of  th^  other  two ;  and  this  should 
prevent  reception,  but  need  not  produce  exclusion  of  a  member. 

E.  This  third  evidence,  professed  and  more  or  less  verified 
to  charity,  may  exist  without  the  other  two  satisfactorily  pres- 
ent ;  and  this  alone  should  not  produce  reception,  and  need  not 
prevent  exclusion  of  a  member. 

BASIS   OF   FELLOWSHIP   AND   COMMUNION. 

F.  Members  approved  in  any  recognized  Evangelical 
church  should  not  (except  by  special  extreme  discipline)  be 
excluded  from  fdlowship  and  communion  with  any  other 
church,  even  though  (for  reasons  above)  not  accepted  into  full 
church  membership. 

G.  For,  all  Evangelical  churches  (of  whatever  denomina- 
tions) constitute  as  a  whole  the  visible  Church  Universal,  or 
"kingdom  of  heaven"  on  earth;  which  is  one  in  Christ  by 
"  the  communion  of  saints,"  though  in  diverse  companies  or 
churches,  each  administered  according  to  its  own  judgment. 

H.  Each  church  by  its  power  of  "  the  keys  "  (Matt,  xvi,  19, 
and  xviii,  18)  opens  and  shuts  the  doors  of  the  "  kingdom  of 
heaven  "  on  earth,  or  visible  Church  Universal,  binding  or  loos- 

*  Supplementary  to  an  Article  in  the  New  Englander  for  October,  1872,  p.  726 ; 
which  see.  [The  Editors  of  the  New  Englander  give  place,  hj  request,  to  the  fol- 
lowing Article,  although  it  presents  views  respecting  the  **  Basis  of  Fellowship," 
as  will  be  seen,  which  are  different  in  some  respects  from  those  which  have  been 
adyocated  bj  this  journal] 
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ing  as  to  general  fellowship  (except  as  above) ;  and  at  the  same 
time  it  may  open  to  the  individual  full  membership  or  govern- 
ment within  itself,  but  not  within  any  other  church.  Hence, 
there  is  a  clear  distinction  between  local  membership  and  gen- 
eral fellowship  ;  which,  though  not  the  same,  is  somewhat  like 
the  distinction  made  by  our  Baptist  brethren,  between  "  churcli 
fellowship  "  and  "  christian  fellowship."  Communion  goes  with 
general  christian  fellowship,  and  must  not  be  confined  to  par- 
ticular church  membership  as  claimed  by  Baptists.  Dr.  01m- 
stead  has  just  illustrated  this  in  a  practical  way;  and  thus 
"  close  communion  "  is  relinquished. 

CHBISTlAir   CHABITT   AND   ALLIANCB. 

I.  Each  local  church  has  to  be  based  upon  charity  of  judg- 
ment, and  toleration  of  individual  differences.  Hardly  any 
two  members  agree  exactly  in  religious  ideas  or  methods  pur- 
sued ;  and  these  variations  must  be  cheerfully  put  up  with,  so 
long  as  they  do  not  necessarily  prevent  cooperation  and  suc- 
cessful work  together  in  the  Church,  On  no  other  principle 
can  active  intelligent  people  be  combined  into  any  church 
organization.  Trifling  divergences  must  be  allowed,  while  in 
larger  mattera  there  must  be  submission  to  the  majority.  Thus 
in  one  church  should  every  small  community  be  united  upon 
a  simply  Evangelical  basis. 

J.  When  difference  of  views  or  methods  becomes  such  as 
to  make  a  submission  of  them  to  the  majority  impracticable, 
on  the  part  of  a  large  nuimber^  a  number  so  large  as  to  be  able 
to  sustain  suitably  a  church  work  by  themselves, — then  it  is 
proper  for  them  to  separate  in  charity,  and  labor  for  Christ  in 
their  own  way.  But  this  must  not  mar  their  mutual  tolera- 
tion, and  fellowship,  and  communion,  and  cooperation,  in  recog- 
nition of  one  another  as  churches,  or  branches  of  the  one 
Church  Universal 

KL  This  cooperation  of  churches  in  recognition  of  one 
another  is  an  Evangelical  Alliance,  or  union  and  communion 
of  the  General  Church  visible  in  its  one  common  work ;  which 
in  any  town  and  city  ought  to  have  its  stated  gatherings  and 
labors  together,  and  thence  should  extend  to  the  State,  national, 
and  international  alliance  of  the  Church  Universal.  This,  in 
the  fulness  of  its  loving  harmony,  is  the  true  unity  of  Christ's 
Church,  for  which  we  are  to  labor  and  to  long. 
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'        OBGANIC  UNITY. 

L.  Bight  Christian  union,  therefore,  is  indeed  an  organic 
unity,  by  way  of  alliance  and  fellowship,  but  not  necessarily 
by  way  of  universally  interchangeable  full  church  membership 
or  government  That  would  require  the  forced  uniformity  of 
Borne,  which  is  not  the  real  Christian  unity  in  liberty.  As 
every  single  church  requires  charity,  in  order  to  receive  as 
brethren  those  who  differ  and  are  imperfect  in  many  little 
things ;  so  the  alliance  or  unity  of  churches  requires  charity, 
in  order  to  recognize  each  other  as  real  churches  of  Christ,  and 
to  work  together  as  such,  notwithstanding  the  differences  and 
imperfections  discerned  in  one  another. 

M.  Each  individual  deems  his  own  views  and  procedures 
to  be  ^  very  way  of  truth  and  right ;  and  so  each  church  or 
class  of  churches  deems  itself  the  true  model  of  church  opera- 
tion. But  as  individuals  we  have  to  tolerate,  and  accept,  and 
love  other  Christians  who  are  imperfect  in  our  view,  in  order 
to  have  a  church ;  and  so  as  churches  we  have  to  tolerate,  and 
accept,  and  love  other  churches  that  are  imperfect  in  our  view, 
in  order  to  have  an  alliance  or  unity  of  Christ's  fold.  We  are 
obliged  to  own  some  very  imperfect  brethren ;  we  must  in  like 
manner  consent  to  own  some  very  imperfect  churches  and  de- 
nominations, or  there  never  can  be  any  sort  of  union. 

N.  It  is  a  harmful  error,  that  when  in  charity  we  recognize 
and  tolerate  a  weak  brother,  we  thereby  endorse  all  his  ways ; 
or  that  when  we  recognize,  and  work,  and  commune  with  an- 
other church,  we  thereby  endorse  all  its  doings.  No  I  the 
great  law  of  charity  requires  us  to  harmonize  in  general  with 
those,  some  particulars  of  whose  course  we  disapprove.  Even 
those  whom  we  debar  from  governmental  membership,  we  need 
not  debar  from  neighborly  communion.  Let  close  communion 
and  all  high  church  brethren  think  of  this.  Not  until  this 
principle  of  charity  towards  the  imperfect,  with  "limitation  of 
responsibility "  for  their  errors,  is  duly  recognized  (see  Way- 
land)  will  the  glorious  day  of  gospel  unity  coma 

SCHISM   AND   BECTARISM. 

0.  He,  therefore,  is  alone  the  schismatic,  who  encourages 
separation  into  distinct  churches  where  they  are  not  needed ; 
where  there  are  not  numbers  enough  to  warrant  the  outlay. 
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And  he  alone  is  sectarian  who  encourages  separate  churches  to 
disown,  or  disfellowship,  or  stand  aloof  from  each  other,  or 
refuses  to  encourage  another  church  when  the  law  of  charity 
requires.  It  is  not  sectarian  to  have  diverse  churches  of  dif- 
ferent denominations,  where  there  is  room  for  them,  nor  is  it 
sectarian  for  each  person  to  prefer  his  own  church  method ;  if 
only  this  be  kept  subservient  to  charity  and  the  interests  of  the 
Redeemer's  kingdom,  the  fellowship  and  alliance  of  the  one 
universal  Church  of  Christ  Great  error  is  abroad  in  regard  to 
this  point,  and  a  careful  consideration  of  it  is  demanded. 

We  now  apply  the  foregoing  principles. 

▲   FUNDAMENTAL    SBROB. 

Modem  mistake  begins  with  a  view  fundamentally  errone- 
ous concerning  the  basis  of  local  church  membership.  Instead 
of  the  true  doctrine  we  have  presented  (at  C),  many  leave  out 
(1)  and  (2),  retaining  only  (8)  a  regenerate  state  as  the  test 
Whomsoever  Christ  receives,  we  must  receive,  they  say  ;  any 
one  that  is  good  enough  for  Christ  is  good  enough  for  us. 
Evidence  of  piety,  in  any,  even  the  smallest  degree,  is  thus 
made  the  sole  qualification  for  earthly  membership  and  fellow- 
ship. There  is  an  attempt  to  apply  the  final  exact  decisions 
of  the  judge  concerning  heaven  itself,  in  the  last  great  day,  to 
man's  present  imperfect  administration  of  the  temporal  Zion. 

This  is  the  doctrine  advanced  in  an  Article  of  the  New  Eng- 
lander  for  October  last,  p.  670  ;*  and  it  is  now  being  exten- 
sively urged  in  some  of  the  highest  quarters.  "  We  must 
accept  boldly  the  principle,"  says  that  writer,  p.  685,  "  that  the 
Church  is  the  home  of  all  Christians,  that  every  regenerate 
believer  has  an  essential  right  to  its  communion,  and  that  we 
cannot  be  right  until  we  open  the  door  to  all  who  confess  and 
call  themselves  Christians  ;"  and  this  both  as  regards  member- 
ship and  "  the  invitation  to  the  Lord's  Supper."  This  same 
view  was  pressed  by  President  Sturtevant,  the  essayist  of  the 
last  Illinois  State  Association  at  Elgin, — it  having  long  been 
his  favorite  theory. 

*"  Doctrinal  Creeds  as  Tests  of  Cliurch  Membership,"  by  Rev.  K.  Twining, 
Providence. 
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But  now,  on  the  contrary,  the  true  principle  as  here  set  forth 
makes  hdief  and  conduct^  as  well  as  a  regenerate  statSy  the  basis 
of  church  membership.  As  to  belief,  not  all  important  doc- 
trine should  be  insisted  on  for  fellowship,  but  only  the  simply 
Evangelical  doctnne  in  which  all  gospel  churches  are  agreed, 
and  which  Is  essential  to  distinguish  them  from  spurious 
churcnes.  As  to  conduct,  not  only  morality  and  a  life  of  piety 
must  be  insisted  on,  but  also  a  course  of  true  brotherhood  and 
cooperation  with  the  Church  in  its  modes  of  procedure, — ^a 
covenant  fidelity,  a  submission  to  the  majority  or  authority  of 
the  body,  a  consent  to  the  fuller  faith  upheld  by  it,  a  life  doing 
honor  to  Christ  and  His  cause  in  this  particular  church,  "  Sub- 
mitting yourselves  one  to  another  in  the  fear  of  God."  (Eph. 
V,  21.)  Doctrine  adopted  as  personal  belie/  is  one  thing,  and 
doctrine  consented  to  for  the  conduct  of  the  Church  is  quite 
another  thing. 

Many  go  so  far  as  to  concede  the  propriety  of  requiring  as  a 
church  qualification  the  aipount  of  belief  we  have  specified, 
namely,  the  doctrines  simply  Evangelical ;  but  they  would 
seem  to  make  this  only  the  needful  evidence  of  a  regenerate 
state,  and  with  great  inconsistency  they  object  to  any  other 
evidence  required.  Thus  they  can  make  no  demands  upon 
conduct^  as  including  consent  to  the  Church's  system  of  faith 
and  polity,  and  submission  to  its  methods  and  its  watch-care. 

THE   FATAL   BBSULT. 

This  system  must  do  away  with  all  church  discipline,  all 
law  and  order  in  the  household  of  God, — ^and  must  introduce 
complete  license  and  anarchy.  If  a  church  has  no  right  to 
have  (like  other  societies)  any  rules  or  by-laws  to  be  enforced, 
any  prescribed  method  of  worship,  or  procedure,  or  moral 
action,  to  which,  as  the  Church's  administration  of  Christ's 
law,  a  minority  of  its  members  must  submit, — then,  no  harmo- 
nious services  can  be  held,  no  successful  steps  of  labor  can  be 
prosecuted,  no  moral  reform  can  ever  be  maintained.  There 
can  be  used  no  covenant  against  man-stealing  or  intemperance, 
or  even  in  favor  of  prayer  meetings  or  family  worship ;  and  the 
church  has  no  longer  any  power  or  any  self-government  to 
wield.  The  recent  Brooklyn  development  looks  strongly  in 
this  direction  of  no-disoipline.     And  one  who  has  long  been  a 

vou  XXXIII.  28 
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chief  influential  champion  of  this  "  liberal"  theory  of  church 
membership,  in  the  last  October  number  of  the  Congregational 
Quarterly^  p.  508,*  boldly  takes  the  ground  of  no  church  gov- 
ernment; thus  at  length  carrying  out  the  view  to  its  only 
legitimate  and  logical  results.     He  says,  p.  629 : 

"  How  grave  an  assumption  this  is,  upon  whidh  the  whole 
superstructure  of  church  government  has  rested  for  fifteen  cen- 
turies.    It  is  none  other  than  this :  That  our  Lord has 

imposed  on  a  society  [His  Church]  the  duty  of  guarding  the 
two  rites,  so  that  no  unworthy  persons  shall  gain  admission  to 
them ;  and  to  that  end,  made  it  the  duty  of  that  society,  in 
perpetual  succession,  to  judge  of  the  fitness  of  all  applicants,  to 
admit  those  found  to  possess  the  requisite  qualifications,  and 
exclude  those  found,  or  afterwards  proving  themselves  to  be, 

destitute  of  them When  we  call  for  the  proof  that 

he  did  confer  such  an  indefinite  power  on  the  Church  or  on 
the  aposUes,  it  is  entirely  lacking.  li  rests  on  nothing  but 
assumption,  (p.  580.)  .  .  .  When  our  Lord  said.  My  kingdom 
is  not  of  this  world.  He  meant  all  which  He  seemed  to  mean, 
that  His  kingdom  in  no  way  whatever  had  any  administration 
■visible  to  human  eyes  and  vested  in  human  hands,  (p.  531.) 
....  Let  brethren  cease  fix)m  the  unnatural  practice  of  gov- 
erning one  another."    (p.  582.) 

Such  is  the  no-government,  we  may  say  no-church,  d^nofte- 
ment,  of  the  new  theory.  And  to  this  issue  must  all  come 
who  start  with  claiming  a  regenerate  state  as  the  only  qualifi- 
cation for  church  membership.  No  wonder  the  mind  shrinks 
back  from  such  adjudications  as  presumptuous,  when  it  has 
assumed  that  what  the  Church  decides  is  men's  inward  fitness 
for  heaven.  For  thus,  no  definite  doctrine,  even  the  simply 
Evangelical,  can  be  required, — ^no  definite  line  of  conduct,  even 
the  moral  and  reformatory,  can  be  insisted  on.  Because  even 
without  these  one  may  profess  piety,  and  even  may  inspire  in 
us  a  hope  that  he  is  sincere  and  regenerate. 

A  Universalist  denying  the  judgment  day,  a  Unitarian  deny- 
ing the  Saviour's  Godhead,  a  liquor-dealer  indulging  in  strong 
drink,  a  slave-dealer  using  profane  words, — may  give  so^ne  evi- 
dence of  regeneration,  such  that  in  charity  we  have  no  right 

*  Article  on  "  Church  and  State,"  by  Prea.  Startevant 
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to  judge  his  heart,  and  be  sure  that  he  has  no  piety,  assigning 
him  of  a  certainty  to  hell.  Yet  we  are  not,  therefore,  required 
to  receive  him  to  the  church;  because  more  than  mere  evi- 
dence of  regeneration  is  requisite,  namely,  such  belief  and  con- 
duct as  will  do  honor  to  Christ  and  His  cause  in  this  particular 
church.  If  nothing  but  some  evidence  of  regeneration  can  be 
demanded,  what  right  has  a  church  to  insist  on  even  Evangeli- 
cal doctrine,  to  the  exclusion  of  a  pious  Unitarian  or  Univer- 
salist?  Surely  their  doctrines  are  not  Evangelical;  yet  on 
your  theory  you  must  let  them  in. 

And  on  the  same  principle,  what  right  has  a  church  to  insist 
on  any  particular  line  of  behavior,  to  the  exclusion  of  some 
pious  person  of  irr^ular  habits?  No  right,  says  the  October 
number  of  the  New  Englander  before  referred  to.  The  author 
frankly  avows  this  as  the  necessary  and.  needed  result  of  the 
theory.  He  says,  p.  682:  *'It  is  said  that  temperance,  and 
even  abstinence,  are  Christian  duties,  that  Christ  called  his  dis- 
ciples from  the  pomps  and  vanities  of  the  world.  Very  well, 
say  so;  preach  these  things.  This  is  a  voice  for  the  pulpit, 
and  not  for  the  creed  [or  requirements].  Do  not  put  this  into 
the  terms  of  admission,"  or  the  causes  for  discipline.  But  when 
watch-care  and  accountability  are  thus  ignored,  where  will  be 
the  purity  of  the  Church?  What  will  the  mere  **6ay  so"  of 
the  pulpit  amount  to  with  many,  when  no  bond  binds  to  the 
practice  of  the  right?  And  how  long  will  a  body  of  men 
unpledged  to  duties  employ  a  man  on  purpose  to  *' preach"  to 
them  those  duties  ?  Upon  this  plan,  we  shall  soon  have  chaos 
come  again. 

THB   CHUBCH   UNIVERSAL. 

We  must  here  note  carefully  the  true  distinction  between 
the  visible  Church  Universal  and  a  particular  church,  as  indi- 
cated above,  at  F,  Gr,  H,  etc.  Some  stray  into  confusion  from 
an  error  here.  Thus  the  Article  in  the  last  October*s  New 
Englander^  p.  678,  says :  "  There  may  be  a  membership  in  the 
covenant  Church  of  Christ,  which  brings  with  it  no  political 
right  of  government  or  action  in  a  [any]  local  church.  For 
example,  in  early  times  the  eunuch  baptized  by  Philip  seems 
to  have  been  a  member  of  this  kind.  .  .  .  The  baptism  did 
admit  him    to    the  covenant    privileges    of   the  Church   of 
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Christ"  And  therefore,  he  argues,  every  local  church  is 
under  obligation  to  receive  any  such  person  to  its  fellowship 
and  communion,  though  not  an  accepted  member  of  any  local 
church.  Hence  the  loose  invitation  to  the  Lord's  table  now 
getting  into  vogue,  and  the  equally  loose  terms  of  admission  to 
our  churches.  But  this  view  takes  from  the  brotherhood  all 
control  of  its  members,  putting  the  keys  of  the  church  into  the 
hands  of  the  ministry  alone.  For  they  alone  baptize,  and  like 
Peter  with  the  eunuch,  can  baptize  a  professed  convert  any- 
where and  at  any  time,  without  reference  to  any  church.  To 
attempt  to  deprive  them  of  this  prerogative,  would  be  to  sub- 
vert their  whole  commission.  But  the  result  of  such  baptism, 
and  indeed  of  any  baptism  in  itself,  is  not  to  introduce  the  per- 
son into  any  local  church,  nor  into  the  visible  Church  Universal 
which  each  local  church  is  bound  to  fellowship,  but  only  to 
make  the  person  an  initiated  candidate  for  membership  in  some 
local  church,  whereby  he  will  become  a  member  of  the  Church 
Universal  Nothing  but  membership  in  some  one  Evangelical 
church  entitles  one  to  communion  in  other  churches.  Any 
other  principle  would  make  every  stray  baptizer,  or  every  indi- 
vidual claimant,  to  override  Christ's  brotherhood,  the  divinely 
appointed  guardians  of  His  fold.  And  surely  no  son  of  the 
Puritans  can  thus  gainsay  the  rights  of  the  brethren ;  although 
those  October  Articles  boldly  look  that  way. 

From  the  above  presentation,  we  come  to  see  and  enforce 
also  the  true  distinction,  between  "  the  greater  excommunica- 
tion" and  the  '*  lesser"  excision,  or  '*  withdrawal," — ^the  former 
a  casting  out  from  recognition  as  not  being  in  the  Church  Uni- 
versal at  all, — the  latter  a  mere  abandonment  from  our  partic- 
ular church.  This  distinction  we  have  fully  vindicated  and 
enforced,  in  the  Congregational  Beview  for  July,  1869,  p.  868. 
He  that  is  not  serviceable  and  submissive  to  a  particular  church, 
must  be  removed  from  it ;  and  though,  if  guilty  of  actual  "tres- 
pass," he  will  be  to  us  "as  a  heathen  man  and  a  publican" 
(Mat.  xviii,  17),.  yet,  if  a  less  offender  and  only  "  disorderly," 
we  shall  "  count  him  not  as  an  enemy"  (2  Thes.  iii,  6-15),  but 
allow  him  still  our  general  fellowship,  when  working  in  faith- 
ful brotherhod  with  any  other  true  church. 
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UNCHABITABLB  JUDGMBI^T. 

While  the  error  we  are  deprecating  on  the  one  hand  over- 
throws all  government  and  discipline,  on  the  other  hand  it 
annihilates  the  great  law  of  charity.  We  have  seen  that  this 
law  requires  us  to  recognize  and  fellowship  imperfect  Christians 
and  imperfect  churches.  We  now  add,  that  this  law  requires 
us  not  to  judge  harshly  the  hearts  of  those  whom  we  decline 
to  have  in  our  membership.  We  have  a  right  to  reject  unman- 
ageable persons ;  but  we  have  no  right  to  pronounce  them  unre- 
generate  in  the  sight  of  God,  or  to  refuse  a  general  fellowship 
to  them,  if  (without  special  scandal)  they  find  and  maintain  a 
worthy  standing  in  some  diflferent  church,  more  congenial  to 
them. 

There  are  those  who  are  such  crooked  sticks,  that  no  church 
can  get  along  with  them  without  being  completely  disordered, 
or  broken  up.  There  are  others  who  in  one  church  will  entirely 
defeat  all  its  usefulness,  but  in  another  church  more  after 
their  mind  will  answer  a  very  good  purpose.  Such  persons 
have  no  right  to  membership  in  the  church  they  will  ruin ;  and 
yet,  it  is  not  necessary  to  judge  them  as  of  course  unregenerate 
and  lost  As  there  are  tares  among  the  wheat,  so  there  is 
wheat  among  the  chafi^  "  Let  both  grow  together  until  the 
harvest,"  says  Christ  The  kingdom  in  heaven  will  have  some 
in  it  who  are  not  fitted  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven  on  earth  ; 
and  some  are  fitted  for  one  branch  of  the  earthly  work  who 
are  not  fitted  for  another.  The  present  administration  by  men 
is  not  a  test  for  the  final  administration  by  Christ  himself ;  and 
we  are  responsible  not  as  to  who  will  be  saved,  but  only  as  to 
who  are  helping  the  cause. 

To  proceed  otherwise  must  either  destroy  all  discipline,  all 
government,  all  church  organization  and  existence ;  or  else  it 
must  erect  fallible  men  into  censorious  judges  of  the  hearts  and 
destinies  of  others.  Unless  we  decide  their  church  fitness 
laigely  by  their  open  belief  and  conduct,  we  must  decide  merely 
that  they  are  regenerate  or  not,  and  so  destined  to  heaven  or 
hell ;  which  is  to  make  the  outward  church  into  an  insurance 
office  for  the  future  life,  sitting  in  judgment  on  souls  and  their 
doom,  and  encouraging  a  reliance  on  membership  for  salvation. 
Upon  that  basis,  no  person  can  be  kept  back  or  excluded  firom 
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the  church,  except  by  pronouncing  him  unregenerate  and 
doomed  to  perdition, — a  most  uncharitable  and  unauthorized 
decision  for  any  human  tribunal. 

So  prevalent  is  this  error,  that  some  time  ago,  when  a  very 
schismatic  member  was  about  to  be  excluded  from  a  New  Eng- 
land church,  for  obstinate  and  persistent  contumacy,  a  distin- 
guished divine  interfered  in  remonstrance,  innocently  asking, 
"  Why  cut  him  off?  Have  you  no  idea  that  he  may  neverthe- 
less be  a  regenerate  man  ?  "  Just  as  though  the  church  had 
anything  to  pass  upon,  save  conduct  as  affecting  the  honor  of 
Christ's  cause.  It  was  even  claimed  at  Elgin  by  the  worthy 
essayist,  that  our  Puritan  fathers  established  this  system  of 
judging  human  hearts  and  destinies,  making  a  regenerate  state 
the  only  test  of  membership;  and  that  when  they  insisted  on 
assent  to  a  creed,  it  was  only  because  they  judged  every  body 
unregenerate  who  did  not  assent  to  their  creed.  What  an  un- 
charitable spirit  to  ascribe  to  them ! 

This  whole  hypothesis  is  a  most  monstrous  assumption,  with- 
out a  particle  of  authority.  When  we  admit  or  exclude  a 
member,  we  decide  nothing  whatever  concerning  his  inward 
state.  In  his  admission,  we  judge  of  fitness  primarily  from 
belief  and  conduct^  the  fact  of  a  regenerate  state  being  already  a 
matter  of  charitable  inference  from  his  own  professions  or  aspir- 
ations. His  exclusion  is  only  a  testimony  that  he  is  not  of  ser- 
vice to  the  cause  of  Christ  in  this  particular  church.  If  any 
other  church  can  make  use  of  him,  they  will  do  so ;  and  (unless 
under  our  extreme  discipline)  he  will  through  their  endorsement 
have  access  to  our  general  fellowship  still.  Now  that  this  true 
meaning  of  exclusion  is  lost  sight  of,  the  churches  are  growing 
altogether  too  timid  and  negligent  in  discipline,  and  in  the  re- 
moval of  the  unfaithful. 

TRUB   CHRISTIAN^   BASIS. 

Let  then  this  whole  delusion  be  dissipated,  that  a  church  ever 
votes  or  decides  concerning  the  regenerate  state  of  individuals. 
It  is  visible  character,  not  inward  condition,  that  we  determine. 
Salvation  belongs  alone  to  Christ*;  creditable  discipleship  is  all 
that  we  can  judge.  When  this  view  is  again  fully  seen  and 
acted  on,  as  once  it  was,  we  shall  be  rid  of  many  current  mis- 
takes and  follies  of  our  times.     "Who  art  thou  that  judgest 
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another  man's  servant?  To  his  own  master  he  standeth  or 
falletL" 

The  proper  basis  oi  fellowship  and  communion,  for  purposes 
of  alliance  and  conmion  labor  in  the  Church  Universal,  is  an 
agreement  upon  the  great  doctrines  of  the  Christian  faith  which 
are  held  in  common  by  the  Evangelical  churches  of  dififerent 
denominations.  The  same  is  the  true  basis  within  a  simply 
Evangelical  church ;  which  ought  to  be  organized  in  every  small 
or  divided  community,  where  there  is  not  sufficient  strength 
for  denominational  churches,  and  ought  to  be  recognized  and 
fostered  by  all  the  denominations  around. 

But  the  basis  of  full  membership  and  control  within  a  partic- 
ular church,  or  between  the  churches  of  an  association,  m>ay 
properly  include  whatever  of  feith,  polity,  or  action,  is  judged 
by  the  whole  united  body  to  be  essential  for  the  best  interests 
of  the  kingdom  of  Christ  The  notion,  that  no  church  has  a 
right  to  require,  of  a  fiill  official  member,  anything  of  faith  or 
practice  but  evidence  of  piety  (of  any  sort  or  measure),  is  a 
heresy  of  these  times,  which  is  corrupting  our  churches  and 
threatening  the  most  disastrous  consequences. 

WHAT  IS   A   SECT? 

Another  modem  fallacy  is,  that  to  have  any  standard  of  faith 
is  to  be  sectarian  ;  or  at  least,  that  there  can  be  no  unsectarian- 
ism  along  with  any  use  of  a  standard  more  than  simply  Evan- 
gelical. To  see  the  error  here,  let  us  note  the  three  meanings 
of  the  word  sect,  as  developed  from  Webster. 

1.  "  Sect :  a  number  of  persons  united  in  tenets,  chiefly  in 
philosophy  or  religion,  dififerent  from  those  of  other  men^" 
Thus  the  Sadduces  among  the  Jews,  the  Platonists  among  the 
Greeks.  In  this  sense,  the  early  Christians  were  a  sect,  as 
named  in  Acts  xxviii,  22;  and  Christians  in  an  unchristian  land 
are  now  a  sect,  i.  e.,  a  set  of  persons  agreeing  in  views  disowned 
by  the  rest  of  the  people.  In  a  christian  community,  or  even 
in  a  single  christian  church,  there  may  be  different  ways  of 
viewing  Christianity  in  some  of  its  features ;  and  those  persons 
holding  each  particular  view  constitute  a  sect  within  that  com- 
munity or  church,  viz :  those  who  agree  mainly  with  the  senti- 
ments of  Calvin,  or  of  Luther,  or  of  Arminius,  or  of  Wesley. 
Such  differences  of  opinion  cannot  be  helped  ;  and  in  this  sim- 
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pie  inorganic  form,  sects  or  sorts  of  believers  are  unavoidable 
and  harmless. 

2.  ''  Sect :  a  body  of  persons  [or  churches]  united  in  tenets, 
constituting  a  distinct  party  by  holding  sentiments  different  &om 
those  of  other  men."  Such  parties  or  sets  of  believers,  if  duly 
restricted  and  kept  subservient  to  the  common  welfare  of  all, 
may  be  proper  in  churches,  as  in  States.  But  great  caution  is 
needed,  that  a  mere  party  spirit  be  not  engendered ;  which  was 
the  fault  reproved  in  the  followers  of  ApoUos  and  Cephas  at 
Corinth.  When  the  interests  of  the  party  are  thus  exalted  un- 
duly, and  made  to  eclipse  or  mar  the  interests  of  the  one  whole 
Church  (or  State),  then  we  have — 

3.  Sect,  in  a  bad  sense  (like  faction):  ^^a  body  of  persons 
united  in  tenets,"  upon  which  they  organize  themselves  so  dis- 
tinctly, as  to  interfere  with  the  fellowship  and  co-operation  of 
all  churches  and  church  members,  for  the  higher  interests  of  the 
one  Church  Universal,  or  Kingdom  of  Christ 

It  will  b^  perceived  that  sects  or  parties,  in  a  good  sense,  may 
exist  in  a  single  church,  being  called  old-school  or  new-school, 
high-church  or  low-church,  or  the  like.  And  they  may  exist 
as  whole  distinct  churches ;  for  all  of  one  sentiment  may  come 
together  by  elective  affinity  into  the  same  church.  Only,  they 
will  be  careful  not  on  this  account  to  disfellowship  or  repel  the 
church  of  different  sentiment  And  different  churches  of  the 
same  sentiment  may  go  so  far  as  to  meet  and  work  together  as 
one  denomincUion^  for  advancing  their  common  views ;  provided, 
they  do  not  allow  this  their  own  fellowship  to  interfere  with 
the  higher  fellowship  they  owe  to  the  whole  christian  family. 
If  they  fail  in  this  latter  respect,  they  become  sects  (or  factions) 
in  the  bad  sense  of  the  wprd. 

As  churches  of  like  faith  may  thus  rightly  work  together, 
much  more  may  churches  of  like  polity  work  together,  as  a  dis- 
tinct denomination,  or  sect  in  a  good  sense.  They  must  do  this, 
so  far  as  their  diverse  polities  involve  the  relations  of  churches 
to  each  other.  In  this  light,  Episcopalians  and  Presbyterians 
are  separate  denominations  or  sects,  even  if  they  entirely  agree 
in  faith.  And  Congregational ists  are  as  truly  a  denomination 
or  sect  as  any  other,  even  though  they  should  give  up  all  their 
distinctive  belieF.     So  that  no  reduction  of  our  faith  to  a  sim* 
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ply  Evangelical  basis,  or  even  to  no  basis  or  test  at  all,  will  save 
us  from  being  a  sect  among  sects, — until  we  give  up  the  Puri- 
tan polity  for  a  Komish  uniformity, — or  persuade  all  other  pol- 
ities to  surrender  to  ours.  Till  then,  we  have  a  right  to  exist 
as  a  distinct  denomination,  or  sect  in  the  good  sense  of  the  term. 

WHAT    IS  SBCTABIANISM  ? 

The  terms  sectarian  and  sectarism  are  now  generally  used  in 
the  bad  sense,  as  denoting  an  uncharitable  exclusiveness.  He 
is  a  sectarian,  who  treats  with  contempt  all  christian  Bcnti- 
ments  or  procedures  different  from  his  own, — who  when  de- 
prived of  his  own  church,  will  not  unite  or  meet  with  another 
of  different  sort, — who  thus  treats  his  own  peculiarities  as  of 
more  consequence  than  Christianity  or  the  worship  of  God 
itself  That  church  or  denomination  is  sectarian  which  trains 
its  members  to  such  a  spirit,  which  will  not  cooperate  in 
fellowship  with  any  but  those  of  its  own  denomination,  which 
treats  the  whole  brotherhood  of  churches  as  of  less  consequence 
than  its  own  particular  sect 

In  a  word,  sectarianism  is  opposed  to  the  recognition  of  an 
Evangelical  Alliance  or  brotherhood  of  churches  embracing 
different  denominations ;  while  the  true  catholic  spirit  of  Chris- 
tian unity  recognizes  such  a  brotherhood  of  the  various  orders. 
A  sectarian  denomination  is  one  that  refuses  to  act  in  alliance 
with  churches  of  other  orders,  not  acknowledging  any  Evangel- 
ical basis  of  church  union.  An  unsectarian  denomination  is 
one  whose  churches  are  willing  to  act  along  with  other  churches 
on  a  common  basis  of  mutual  recognition,  as  all  being  true 
Evangelical  churches  in  brotherhood.  Individuals  may  be 
unsectarian,  while  the  denomination  to  which  they  belong  is 
sectarian  in  its  course,  and  vice  versa ;  but  sectarism  as  such  is 
the  work  of  whole  churches  or  orders  of  churches. 

It  is  not  sectarian,  or  a  mark  of  sectarism,  merely  to  main- 
tain or  allow  christian  denominations,  or  sects  in  the  good 
sense  of  the  word, — that  is,  differences  of  Christian  faith  and 
method,  organized  into  separate  churches  and  combinations  of 
churches,  on  a  charitable  basis  of  mutual  fellowship.  These 
denominations,  rightly  conducted,  need  no  more  break  up  the 
requisite  unity  of  Christ's  kingdom,  than  the  different  regi- 
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ments  of  an  army,  with  their  diverse  colors,  and  equipments, 
and  evolutions,  need  to  mar  the  loyal  enthusiasm  with  which 
they  fight  together  for  the  common  causa  As  christians  in 
their  present  imperfection  must  think  differently,  they  may 
separately  combine  their  several  ways  of  thinking,  if  only  they 
will  keep  uppermost  their  unity  in  the  grand  christian  system 
itself.  We  repeat  what  we  said  in  the  New  Englander  for 
October,  1872,  "/Sfecfe  (or  denominations)  are  not  so  bad  a 
thing,  if  only  sectarism  can  be  cast  out." 

It  is  not  a  being  without  any  particular  doctrines  or  methods 
of  our  own  that  makes  us  (or  any  body)  unsectarian.  It  is 
simply  our  fellowship  and  brotherhood  with  others,  who  have 
doctrines  and  procedures  somewhat  different  from  our  own. 
We  should  not  be  a  particle  more  unsectarian  than  we  are,  if 
we  should  throw  away  all  doctrine  and  all  polity,  and  allow 
each  member  to  think  and  do  as  he  listed ;  nay,  we  might  be 
less  unsectarian, — if  we  insisted  that  we  would  fellowship  only 
with  churches  as  loose  as  we.  It  needs  to  be  urgently  enforced, 
that  sectarianism  or  unsectarianism  does  not  depend  on  the 
much  or  the  little  that  a  church  holds  to  for  its  own  guidance  and 
direction;  but  upon  its  willingness  or  unwillingness  to  recog- 
nize and  work  with  other  Evangelical  churches  of  different 
organizations. 

One  of  the  chief  marks  of  sectarianism  in  any  body  of  men 
is  the  claim  of  being  itself  the  only  church  or  body  of  churches, 
while  all  other  combinations  are  only  sects.  Thus,  a  national 
establishment  calls  itself  the  church,  denying  the  title  to  every- 
thing else,  and  using  the  word  sect  to  designate  all  dissenters 
(as  seen  in  Webster's  2d  definition).  And  thus  all  high 
church  Episcopalians  and  Baptists  are  wont  to  unchurch  their 
neighbors,  as  nothing  but  sects.  Such  exclusive  claims  are  the 
very  height  of  sectarianism.  So  that,  to  boast  of  ourselves 
as  the  only  ones  constituting  a  church  without  any  sect  or 
denomination  about  us,  is  the  very  way  to  show  ourselves  the 
most  sectarian  of  all.  As  "  he  that  saves  his  life  (in  one  sense) 
shall  lose  it"  (in  another),  so  he  that  denies  all  connection  with 
sect  thereby  proves  his  thorough  sectarianism. 
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WRONG  TIEWS   OF  6BCTABISM. 

There  are  those  who  take  a  diflPerent  view  of  this  matter. 
They  talk  as  if  sectarism  had  relation,  not  to  our  treatment  of 
other  churches  and  denominations,  but  to  a  churches  procedure 
in  regard  to  its  own  membership.  They  say  it  is  sectarian  for 
a  church  to  have  and  maintain  any  faith  or  principle  which  is 
not  accepted  by  every  other  Evangelical  church.  In  other 
words,  we  have  no  right  to  have  any  other  churches  but  such 
as  are  simply  Evangelical,  maintaining  nothing  but  what  is 
agreed  to  by  all  Christians  everywhere.  We  are  told  that 
"  the  way  to  form  a  church  is,  for  the  professing  Christians  in 
any  locality  to  unite  upon  the  doctrines  to  which  no  one  objects,^^ 
i.  e.,  upon  the  creed  of  the  one  who  believes  the  least.  And 
this  is  said  to  be  the  only  unsectarian  church  that  can  exist 
So  that  Congregationalism,  in  order  to  be  unsectarian,  must 
reduce  itself  to  this  "  new  departure." 

According  to  these  authorities,  the  liberty  of  an  individual 
church  to  regulate  its  own  faith  and  polity,  in  catholic  fellow- 
ship with  all  other  Evangelical  churches,  is  denied.  It  must 
either  reduce  its  principles  to  the  minimum,  not  daring  to 
assert  one  single  item  which  any  Christian  church  denies ;  or 
else  it  must  bear  the  stigma  of  a  sectarian  organization,  and 
possibly  be  put  out  of  the  synagogue  as  not  truly  Congrega- 
tional, according  to  the  simon-pure  '*  new  departure"  stamp. 

Hence  also,  upon  this  plan,  all  other  denominations,  because 
they  adhere  to  their  respective  methods  and  beliefs,  are  con- 
demned as  sectarian  bodies,  however  willing  they  may  be  to 
fraternize  in  Evangelical  movements ;  and  a  great  and  ostenta- 
tious cry  is  raised  concerning  ours  as  the  only  possible  unsec- 
tarian system.  In  short,  the  real  sectarianism,  or  want  of  char- 
ity towards  other  churches,  is  thus  magnified  as  a  virtue ;  while 
the  virtuous  freedom  of  a  church  determin  ng  its  own  faith,  is 
stigmatized  as  the  only  sectarianism  I  The  attempt  is  not  to 
unite  the  separated  sections  of  Christendom  in  a  happy  Alliance 
of  Evangelical  recognition,  but  to  swallow  up  all  other  denom- 
inations of  more  specific  faith  in  our  own  grand  reservoir  of 
diluted  doctrine.     Is  the  attempt  a  wise  and  profitable  one  ? 
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POSITION   OF    CONGREGATIONALISM. 

Our  position  is  this :  CONGREGATIONALISM  is  purely  unsecta- 
rian ;  not  because  it  has  no  distinctive  faith  or  polity ;  but  because 
it  proclaims  that  there  is  an  Evangelical  basis  of  Alliance,  em- 
bracing other  churches  and  denominations  in  common  with  our 
own, — along  with  which  we  are  willing  to  cooperate,  advising 
our  membership  to  unite  temporarily  with  them,  rather  than 
to  have  unnecessary  divisions  in  small  communities.  We  are 
a  denomination^  and  yet  we  are  not  sectarian ;  although  the  two 
ideas  are  sadly  confounded  by  some  even  of  our  shrewdest 
leaders.  For  example :  In  our  previous  Article  {New  Englander^ 
Oct.,  1872),  we  suggested  this  view  pf  things,  recommending 
simply  Evangelical  churches  for  small  and  mixed  communi- 
ties,— but  urging  that  elsewhere  orthodox  Congregationalism 
as  such  is  a  distinct  denomination  (or  sect  in  the  good  sense), 
though  not  sectarian  or  exclusive,  since  it  opens  its  doors  to  the 
widest  church  fellowship.  In  what  he  appended.  Dr.  Bacon 
called  the  Article  "  an  attempt  to  institute  a  sectarian  Congre- 
gationalism;"  and  thereupon  he  proceeded  to  give  us  his  dis- 
quisition on  "  Sectarian  Symbols."  How  inaptly  such  a  rejoin- 
der was  made,  we  need  not  stop  to  remark. 

We  only  ask :  Does  not  Congregationalism  exist,  not  only 
as  a  system  of  polity,  but  as  a  brotherhood  of  churches  ?  And 
what  can  we  call  it  but  a  denomination^  or  class  of  churches 
denominated  in  a  certain  way  ?  Does  not  Dr.  Bacon  himself, 
in  that  very  eflFort,  treat  us  as  a  ^^  confederacy  of  churches," 
"  walking  in  the  same  order"  (p.  755),  and  having  "  communion 
one  with  another"  (p.  760)?  We  must  either  assert,  that  the 
Congregational  churches  are  the  only  true  churches  there  are, 
while  all  other  combinations  are  nothing  but  sects, — which  will 
prove  us  the  greatest  sectarians  of  all ;  or  else  we  must  con- 
cede, that  we  constitute  only  one  denomination,  or  sect,  or  sec- 
tion, of  the  mutually  acknowledged  churches  of  Christ, — ^and 
so  show  ourselves  to  be  an  unseciarian  sect  Which  is  the  more 
hopeful  way  of  charity  and  union?  Which  promises  best,  to 
follow  this  our  way,  of  ranking  ourselves  on  a  common  level 
with  other  denominations,  ofily  trjring  to  outreach  them  in 
unsectarian  fellowship, — or,  like  some,  to  go  crying  out  against 
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all  churclies  save  our  ovm  as  nothing  but  sects  ?    Let  the  can- 
did judge. 

Dr.  Bacon's  position  is  given  thus : 

"  The  legitimate  definition  of  a  Congregational  church  is,  that  it  is  a  church  of 
Christ  and  nothing  else.  .  .  .  Such  churches  accept  a  doctrine  .  .  .  only  because 
it  is  EvangeUcaL  In  like  manner  their  polity  is  simply  what  they  find  in  the 
New  Testament,  the  Evangelical  polity  and  nothing  else.  .  .  .  What  was  attempted 
by  ...  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  of  New  England,  was  simply  to  fall  back  upon  the 
Gospel  and  nothing  else.  Their  ideal  was  Evangelical  truth  and  Evangelical 
order.  .  .  .  What  they  proposed  to  themselves,  what  they  attempted  as  an  exam- 
ple to  Christendom,  was  *  union  on  a  simply  Evangelical  basis  of  polity  as  well  as 
doctrine.' "    (p.  769.) 

That  is,  in  the  opinion  of  our  Congregational  forefathers, 
their  whole  doctrine  and  polity  was  "  the  Gospel  and  nothing 
else ;"  it  was  truly  Evangelical,  and  simply  Evangelical.  Of 
course  that  was  their  opinion,  or  they  would  not  have  been 
what  they  were.  But  it  was  not  the  opinion  of  other  people, 
or  other  people  would  have  joined  them.  The  other  denomi- 
nations had  the  same  opinion  of  their  own  doctrine  and  polity, 
as  being  truly  and  simply  Evangelical,  or  according  to  the  Gos- 
pel; and  they,  as  well  as  we,  have  the  same  opinion  stilL 
Nobody  will  own  that  he  has  in  his  religion  anything  contrary 
to,  or  even  anything  additional  to,  the  Gospel.  Every  sect 
claims  Chat  it  is  only  Evangelical,  and  has  **  a  church  and  noth- 
ing else," — just  as  loudly  as  Dr.  Bacon  claims  this  for  himself 
and  for  us. 

But  the  whole  question  is  one,  not  of  the  separate  opinion  of 
our  own,  or  of  any  denomination  concerning  itself,  but  of  the 
united  opinion  of  the  whole.  What  sentiments  have  they  in 
common  ?  What  is  the  opinion  which  they  can  all  entertain 
concerning  each  other  ?  What  part  of  the  system  of  each  is 
uniform  to  the  whole?  and  is  it  sufficient  for  a  basis  of  union 
and  fellowship,  as  mutually  acknowledged  Churches  of  Christ? 
What  is  the  least  allowable  amount  of  mutually  accepted  truth 
that  can  be  owned  by  Christians  in  general  as  containing  the 
substance  of  the  Gospel  f  That  LEAST  ALLOWABLE  AMOUNT  OP 
THE  Gospel  conceded  by  all  to  be  Evangelical  (or  in  accordance 
with  the  Gospel), '  when  separated  from  everything  else  con- 
sidered also  Evangelical  by  this  or  that  denomination,  is 
called  the  simply  Evangelical  doctrine,  or  basis  of  Alliance 
between  all  Evangelical  denominations  and  christians. 
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That  is  not  the  simply  Evangelical  basis  which  we  or  any 
particular  people  hold  to,  as  being  truly  and  purely  Evangeli- 
cal to  1^5  or  to  them ;  but  rather,  that  which  all  Christians  and 
churches  are  willing  to  accept,  as  truly  and  purelj*^  Evangelical 
to  them  all,  as  far  as  it  goea  So  that,  if  there  is  any  common 
basis  on  which  different  denominations  can  thus  agree  to  fel- 
lowship each  other ;  unsectarianism  consists  in  being  willing 
cheerfully  to  cooperate  thus  together.  And  if  any  person  or 
any  church,  on  the  contrary,  declines  to  recognize  any  such 
simply  Evangelical  basis  of  the  denominations  in  common,  and 
insists  on  calling  his  or  its  own  system  the  simply  Evangelical 
system,  the  '^  Church  of  Christ  and  nothing  else,"  disparaging 
the  rest  as  sects,  is  not  such  High-Churchism  sectarian  in  the 
superlative  degree  ? 

And  just  this  is  the  tone  of  the  disquisition  referred  to. 
Mixed  in  with  the  above  citation  of  comforting  claims  for  our 
own  faith  and  order,  as  par  excellence  THE  simply  Evangelical 
system  "  and  nothing  else,"  we  have  such  wn-comforting  ex- 
pressions as  these  concerning  others:  "the  organized  sects," 
acting  through  "sectarian  organizations,"  "churches  which, 
having  added  sectarianism  to  the  Gospel,  hold  forth  the  com- 
pound in  their  sectarian  symbols,"  attempting  "to  be  a  sect 
among  the  sects,  and  to  rejoice  in  sectarian  symbols."  All  this 
emphasis  against  others  in  a  single-page  paragraph  I  and  put 
forth  as  a  wise  antidote  against  alleged  sectarianism  in  tis,  not 
as  the  veriest  sectarianism  itself,  such  as  we  should  be  unwilling 
to  indulga 

THE   NATIONAL  COUNCIL. 

3ome  argue  against  any  creed  or  standard  of  faith,  as  being 
sectarian.  Others  urge  a  simply  Evangelical  standard  for  all 
our  churches,  as  the  only  unsectarianism.  And  many  even  in- 
sist, that  this  latter  system  has  already  been  inaugurated  for 
us  Congregationalists  in  a  "  new  departure "  at  Oberlin.  It 
remains  to  be  seen  whether  this  is  indeed  the  case.  What  we 
contend  for  is,  that  the  simply  Evangelical  basis  is  for  general 
fellowship  and  alliance  between  churches  of  diflferent  sorts; 
while  full  membership  in  Congregational  churches  may  have  a 
different  basis.     If  the  national  organization  were  meant  for  a 
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mere  Alliance,  it  might  properly  be  made  simply  Evangelical, 
either  in  faith,  or  in  polity,  or  both.  Only  in  that  case,  the 
basis  should  be  distinctly  announced  as  for  the  Alliance 
alone,  and  not  claimed  as  a  "  new  departure,"  or  basis  of  the 
Congregational  churches. 

The  fault  of  this  Oberlin  Constitution  is, — (1.)  That  its  mean- 
ing is  not  sufficiently  distinct  (as  Dr.  Bacon  sharply  shows,  in  the 
Article  referred  to,  p.  757);  so  that,  while  attempting  to  express 
the  faith  of  the  churches  as  truly  Evangelical,  it  is  claimed  by 
many  as  putting  the  churches  upon  a  simply  Evangelical  basis. 
(2.)  That  it  undertakes  to  speak  for  the  churches  at  all;  when 
its  business  is  only  to  organize^  the  national  body  itself,  a^  a 
voluntary  Congregational  Union  (not  a  Council  of  churches). 

There  might  be  no  objection  to  putting  our  national  organ- 
ization on  a  simply  Evangelical  basis,  distinctly  and  unmis- 
takably so  expressed,  provided  it  be  as  distinctly  announced 
that  this  national  basis  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  individual 
churches.  And  why  may  not  such  a  compromise  reconcile  all 
parties,  making  the  national  body  simply  an  Alliance  of  all 
Evangelical  christians  of  all  sorts,  who  are  in  sympathy  with 
our  free  and  open  polity?  A  change  like  the  following  is 
therefore  suggested. 

Constitution  as  it  now  reads. 

"  The  Goiiigpregational  Churches  of  the  United  States,  bj  elders  and  messengers 
assembled,  do  now  associate  themselves  in  national  council,  to  express  and  foster 
their  substantial  unity,  in  doctrine,  polity,  and  work,  etc.  They  agree  in  belief 
that  the  Holy  Scriptures  are  the  sufficient  and  only  infallible  rule  of  religious 
faith  and  practice,  their  interpretation  thereof  being  in  substantial  accordance 
with  the  great  doctrines  of  Christian  faith  commonly  called  Evangelical,  held  in 
our  own  churches  from  the  early  times,  and  sufficiently  set  forth  by  former 
oouncila."  ' 

OonstitiUion  modified  as  proposed. 

"  Tlfe  delegated  elders  and  messengers  from  conferences  and  associations  of 
Congregational  Churches  in  the  United  States,  duly  assembled  for  the  purpose,  do 
now  associate  themselves  in  [this  American  Congregational  Union?]  to  express 
and  foster  their  substantial  unity,  in  doctrine,  polity,  and  work,  etc.  And  since 
tMs  national  organization  has  no  authority  concerning  the  individual  churches  or 
their  basis  of  doctrine,  therefore  the  only  doctrinal  requirement  of  this  body  shall 
be,  that  the  churches  recognized  by  it  maintain  all  those  great  doctrines  of  the 
Christian  faith  which  are  held  in  common  by  the  Evangelical  churches  of  dif- 
ferent denominations." 
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Akhcle   VIL— what  is  THE  TRUE   DOCTRINE   OF 
CHRIST'S  SECOND   COMING? 

No  correct  opinion  is  the  sole  product  of  an  individual  intel- 
lect The  parentage,  temperament,  surroundings,  all  the  ele- 
ments which  go  to  make  up  the  history  of  the  man  as  well  as 
to  a  certain  extent  the  history  of  the  entire  race,  are  involved  in 
each  opinion.  Preeminently  weighty  are  the  historic  elements 
in  the  formation  of  a  right  opinion  upon  the  question  now 
under  discussion.  Almost  all  its  trustworthy  data  are  historic ; 
only  by  the  progress  of  history  will  its  details  be  in  the  future 
successively  cleared  up. . 

The  true  doctrine  of  Messiah^s  first  advent  was  never  under- 
stood until  history  brought  Messiah  before  men.  The  proph- 
ecies of  the  Old  Testament  did  not  avail  to  teach  them  the 
complete  knowledge  of  that  coming.  Indeed  they  scarcely 
served  to  put  most  men  into  the  right  point  of  view.  Even 
the  prophets  themselves  did  not  in  any  case  thoroughly  com- 
prehend, and  in  many  instances  doubtless  misunderstood,  the 
future  events  of  which  they  prophesied.  And  after  the  first 
advent  was  realized  in  history,  still  more  of  historic  teaching 
with  regard  to  it  was  needed  in  order  to  clear  away  the  rem- 
nants of  erroneous  opinion.  The  apostles  required  and  received 
this  teaching  through  history.  We,  after  eighteen  centuries 
of  historic  training,  do  not  fully  understand  the  doctrine  of 
the  first  advent     History  still  unfolds  its  doctrine. 

Thus  does  the  case  stand  with  the  doctrine  of  the  second 
advent  It  will  be  progressively  better  comprehended  as  the 
various  second  comings  are  brought  forward  in  history.  Only 
when  the  last  of  those  events,  the  final  coming,  has  been  reached, 
will  a  completed  true  doctrine  be  made  possibla 

The  truth  just  stated  justifies,  as  a  fitting  introduction  to  this 
discussion,  these  two  remarks  which  follow,  and  which  set  forth 
the  only  trustworthy  method  of  procedure 

Let  then,  first  of  all,  the  truth  be  acknowledged  and  ad- 
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hered  to  unswervingly,  that  no  one  need  hope  even  to  approacli 
this  question  from  the  right  point  of  view  whose  method  is  not 
historic  and  criticdL 

The  only  right  method  of  procedure  is  historic.  The  viola- 
tions, however,  in  spirit  and  in  fact,  which  this  method  meets  at 
many  hands  are  indeed  numeroua  One  entire  class  of  writers, 
the  so-called  premillennialists,  show  almost  an  utter  lack  of  the 
historic  sense.  Anything  in  the  Bible  from  Genesis  to  Revela- 
tion is  without  discrimination  welcomed,  if  only  it  can  be  made 
to  fit  their  theory.  The  historic  conditions  under  which  the  dif- 
ferent authors  of  the  Bible  wrote,  and  under  which  its  difierent 
books  are  to  be  valued  and  interpreted,  are  by  them  quite  neg- 
lected. With  restless  eagerness  they  roam  over  the  whole 
divine  pasture-field,  and  seem  not  to  care  what  they  crop  or  how 
they  select  among  the  herbage.  Much  confusing  of  historic 
conditions  was  pardonable  in  the  early  Church — may  even  have 
been,  in  some  respects,  beneficial  to  them.  To  return,  however, 
to  the  unhistoric  way  of  dealing  with  Scripture  and  with  opin- 
ion is  not  progress,  but  retro-gradation- 

Nor  can  the  question  be  satisfactorily  discussed  without  the 
free  though  reverent  use  of  criticism.  Lack  of  acquaintance 
with  the  principles  of  hermeneutics  is  not  the  best  preparation 
for  dealing  with  any  biblical  topic.  Prophecy  is  by  no  means 
in  this  regard  essentially  different  from  historic  or  didactic  writ- 
ing. That  boldness  which  leads  a  man  to  feel  most  confidence 
in  his  interpretation  of  language,  such  as  ordinary  critical  read- 
ers find  most  obscure,  may  help  towards  the  formation  of  an 
hypothesis  of  a  prophetic  passaga  But  for  its  final  interpreta- 
tion we  need  another  quality  of  mind.  We  need  the  quality 
which  holds  the  student  to  the  cautious,  the  conscientious  use 
of  grammars  and  lexicon&  There  is  a  sort  of  confidence  in 
the  interpreter  which  begets  distrust  in  the  reader  of  his  inter- 
pretation. 

The  author  of  a  little  book  entitled,  "  Subjects  for  the  Home- 
hold  of  Faith^'^  sees  in  Christ's  parable  of  the  mustard-seed 
the  teaching  that  nominal  Christianity  will  become  a  "  mon- 
strous worldly  system" — "  a  cage  of  every  unclean  and  hateful 
bird."  The  vulture,  the  night-owl;  and  the  bat,  are  sitting  in 
the  branches  of  the  tree  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  .  To  accord 
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with  this  interpretation^  we  are  then  told  that,  when  this  king- 
dom is  compared  to  leaven,  the  point  of  comparison  rests  in  the 
growing  power  of  cvt7,  which  will  finally  take  an  entire  control 
of  Christendom.  With  a  mind  which  works  in  such  a  fashion, 
we  can  simply  refuse  to  hold  intellectual  commerce.  In  this 
refusal  we  are  justified,  because  the  man  has  renounced,  not 
the  formal  canons  of  criticism  merely,  but  the  conscientious  use 
of  the  critical  faculty. 

Second — Our  method  should  be  that  of  procedure  firom  what 
is  clearer  to  what  is  more  obscura  The  two  main  parties  in 
the  discussion  of  this  question  of  Christ's  second  coming  take 
their  departure  from  different  points  of  view.  With  one  class 
of  disputants  it  is  assumed  that  we  have,  in  the  prophetic  utter- 
ances of  inspired  men,  clear  and  somewhat  detailed  information 
as  to  the  still  future  development  of  Christianity.  The  other 
class  appeal  rather  to  those  principles  which  underlie  all  its 
past  and  present  development  The  one  are  prone  to  look 
upon  the  strata  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven  from  the  catastro- 
phist's  point  of  view :  the  theory  of  the  other  class  is  uniformi- 
tarian.  The  error  of  the  former  is  this ;  that,  starting  with 
doubtful  interpretation  of  obscure  prophecy,  they  lay  history, 
reason,  and  the  Gospel  under  bans  not  to  overthrow  their 
ground  of  standing.  The  error  of  the  latter  class  is  apt  to  con- 
sist in  a  failure  clearly  to  define  the  estimate  which  they  put 
upon  scriptural  prophecy,  and  the  principles  which  they  adopt 
in  its  interpretation.  Surely  there  should  be  found  some  way 
of  fusing  into  one  these  two  points  of  view.  At  any  rate,  we 
must  abide  by  that  which  is  plain,  even  at  the  risk  of  seeming 
to  discredit  that  which  is  more  obscure.  If  prediction  and  the 
divine  order,  as  revealed  in  history  and  in  the  Gospel,  are 
placed  in  conflict  with  each  other,  we  cannot  doubt  which  of 
the  two  will  have  to  yield.  Our  hope  as  Christians  is  not 
founded  upon  prophecy,  but  upon  facts.  We  cannot  then  by 
prophecy  nourish  any  hope  which  is  contradicted  by  the  fun- 
damental fiacts.  Prophecy,  rightly  understood,  we  do  well  to 
take  heed  unto.  But  we  take  heed  unto  it  only  as  unto  a  lamp 
"  until  the  day  dawn  and  the  day  star  arise  in  our  hearta" 
This  truth  is  verbally  recognized  even  by  those  who  in  fisust 
disregard  it 
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We  wonder,  then,  when  we  read  the  opinions  of  men  who 
make  the  seventh  chapter  of  Daniel  their  centre  of  mental  soli- 
citude over  this  question  of  OhrisVs  second  coming.  We  are 
surprised  to  find  how  much  they  know  of  Gog  and  Magog,  of 
the  beasts  and  the  stone  of  the  Old  Testament  prophet,  of  the 
beasts,  horns,  and  trumpets  of  the  Bevelator.  We  are  also 
surprised  to  observe  how  little  these  same  men  seem  to  know 
of  God's  broad,  gentle,  but  forceful  love,  as  it  flows  through  all 
discovered  and  all  hidden  channels  for  the  saving  of  the  race. 

We  shall  begin  and  continue  the  discussion  of  this  question 
with  the  determination  to  make  prominent  that  which  is  plain 
in  its  meaning,  rather  than  that  which  is  obscure.  This  deter- 
mination releases  us  from  the  necessity  of  following  out  in 
their  details  many  bald  errors  of  interpretation ;  whether  they 
are  the  special  extravagancies  of  less  judicious  writers,  such  as 
the  statement  of  Josiah  Litch  in  his  ^' Prophetic  JEbcpoaitions" 
that  the  king  of  the  perfected  kingdom  is  *^  possessed  of  flesh 
and  bones,  but  not  of  blood,  because  that  he  shed  for  the  race 
of  Adam ;"  or  the  more  plausible  but  erroneous  assumption,  in 
which  all  the  millennarian  writers  seem  to  concur,  that  the 
fourth  beast  of  Daniel's  vision  stands  for  the  present  govern- 
ments  of  Christendom,  looked  upon  as  remnants  of  the  Soman 
rule.  This  prophecy  of  Daniel  is  usually  made  the  key-stone 
of  the  premillennialisVs  arch.  It  is  placed  in  its  position  by 
misinterpretation.  But  we  claim  that,  without  the  necessity  of 
proving  this,  the  true  method  of  procedure  requires  that  we 
should  begin  from  an  entirely  diflferent  point  of  view.  Princi- 
ples clearly  proven,  facts  undoubted,  must  take  precedence  of 
doubtful  interpretations  of  prophecy. 

This  preference  for  what  is  plain  rather  than  obscure  will 
also  limit  our  discussion  in  another  direction.  We  shall  try  to 
stop  where  white  light  fails  u&  If  others  with  more  incisive 
vision  can  see  their  way  clearly  beyond  the  point  where  we  are 
compelled  to  stop,  their  liberty  is  not  restricted.  We  prefer  to 
go  safely  rather  than  far.  Let  the  reader  then  constantly  bear 
in  mind  that  the  present  essay  makes  no  pretence  to  an  exhaust- 
ive treatment  of  its  subject  Its .  fundamental  thought  is,  that 
the  treatment  of  such  a  theme  as  this  must  always  be,  at  least 
in  its  details,  relative  to  the  progress  which  the  Church  has 
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already  made.  History  is  now  interpreting  the  predictions  of 
Christ's  future  advents.  4 

The  essay  is  rather  a  contribution  towards  the  formation^  upon 
historic  and  critical  grounds^  of  a  doctrine  of  the  second  advent^ 
which  is  acknowledged  to  he  incomplete,  but  which  is  true  as  far  as 
it  goes. 

Having  defined  our  method  of  procedure,  we  are  now  ready 
to  examine  evidence.  In  this  work  of  examination  the  pres- 
sure of  dogmatic  considerations  \a  usually  very  strong.  We 
also  have  our  dogmatic  point  of  view.  This  is  given  ns  by  a 
thorough  confidence — not  growing  out  of  any  inquiry  into  the 
present  topic  of  discussion,  though  strengthened  by  such 
inquiry — in  the 

I.  Infallibility  and  sinless  purity  of  Jesua  This  confidence 
gives  us  the  only  indispensable  doctrinal  preparation.  We 
need  thus  much  conceded  at  the  very  least  We  do  not  neces- 
sarily require  that  concession  should  go  further  than  this. 
There  is,  however,  one  class  of  passages  from  the  Gospels 
which  seem,  as  they  are  usually  interpreted,  to  shake  even  this 
assumed  basis  of  discussion.  When  prophesying  of  certain 
future  comings,  Christ  uses  language  which  is  ordinarily 
referred  to  the  description  of  his  final  advent  In  connection 
with  this  prophecy,  and  in  so  close  connection  that  a  fiiir  sepa- 
ration of  the  two  seems  impossible,  occurs  the  statement  that 
men  then  living  should  see  the  fulfillment  of  the  prophecy. 
These  passages  even  Meyer  does  not  hesitate  to  interpret 
according  to  their  face.  Jesus  himself  expected  his  own  sec- 
ond advent  within  the  generation  of  men  then  living.  That 
is,  as  Meyer  holds,  Jesus  shared  in  the  mistake  upon  this  point 
of  his  disciples,  and  confirmed  them  by  his  tqaching  in  their 
subsequent  mistaken  view.  Upon  this  opinion  one  cannot  hesi- 
tate to  pronounce.  It  is,  as  Alfoid  has  said,  contradictory  of 
Meyer's  own  doctrinal  estimate  of  the  person  of  Christ  Bet- 
ter modify  our  views  of  the  nature  of  prophetic  language  and 
of  the  amount  of  security  from  mistake,  which  is  guaranteed 
by  inspiration  to  apostles  and  evangelists,  than  accept  such  a 
conclusion.  The  opinion  that  the  teachers  and  writers  of  early 
Christianity  misunderstood,  with  respect  to  the  one  point  of 
time,  Christ's  doctrine  of  his  second  coming,  does  not  concede 
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aDything  which  is  necessary  to  Christianity.  But  to  admit 
with  Meyer  a  mistake  upon  the  part  of  Christ  himself  does,  we 
are  sure,  amount  to  an  entire  abandonment  of  its  central  doc- 
trine. Considerations  which  will  further  on  occupy  us  more 
in  detail  are  required  for  the  right  understanding  of  these  pro- 
phetic words  of  Christ.  Let  it  suffice  in  this  place  to  quote  the 
words  of  Neander  (Ltfe  of  Christy  §254):  '*In  Christ  we  can 
recognize  no  blending  of  error  with  truth,  no  alloy  of  the  truth 
as  it  appeared  to  his  own  mind."  ^^  But  it  is  easy  to  explain 
how  points  of  time  which  he  kept  apart,  although  he  presented 
them  as  counterparts  of  each  other  without  assigning  any 
express  duration  to  either,  were  blended  together  in  the  appre- 
hension of  his  hearers,  or  in  their  subsequent  repetition  of  his 
language.''  This  view  is  certainly  preferable,  even  upon  dog- 
DQiatic  grounds  alone,  to  that  of  many  writer^,  who,  through 
their  anxiety  to  save  intact  the  doctrine  of  an  infallible  inspira- 
tion for  the  apostles  and  evangelists,  seem  ready  to  lower  their 
doctrine  of  the  person  of  Christ 

Less  outspoken  than  Meyer  but  scarcely  less  damaging  in  its 
concessions  is  the  view  of  others,  and  among  them  Van  Oster- 
zee.  "  It  cannot  be  denied,"  says  Van  Osterzee  in  his  Theology 
of  the  New  Testament  (sec.  xvi,  10),  that  the  Lord  throughout 
his  teaching,  as  well  as  in  his  last  eschatological  discourses,  rep- 
resents his  coming  as  very  near  at  hand."  "  There  are  not 
wanting,  however,  clear  indications  that  for  Jesus  himself  the 
destruction  of  Jerusalem  and  the  final  judgment  of  the  world 
were  by  no  means  identical."  Jesus,  we  must  then  assume, 
taught  that  his  second  coming  would  be  speedy,  by  a  sort  of 
accommodation,  intending  thus  to  secure  the  right  moral  results 
from  the  wrong  impressions  of  his  hearers.  But  to  such  a 
view  the  answer  is  near  at  hand.  If  these  utterances  of  Jesus 
refer  to  his  final  coming  and  have  been  correctly  reported,  it  is  an 
understatement  of  the  difficulty  to  say  that  he  taught  by 
accommodation,  as  though  this  final  coming  would  be  speedy. 
These  things  granted — He  taught^  we  mv^t  rather  hold^  by  explicit 
statement  thai  his  final  coming  would  be  within  his  own  generation. 
To  foster  a  wrong  impression  by  accommodation  would  be 
doubtful  morality,  doubtful  expediency  as  well      To  teach 
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explicitly  what  turned  out  uutrue  can  soarcely  be  called 
accomiDodation.     Surely  it  is  not  justifiable  accommodation. 

But  our  proof  that  Jesus  did  not  teach  the  doctrine  of  his 
speedy  final  coming  is  not  derived  from  the  doctrine  of  his  per- 
son alone.  A  fuller  examination  of  his  teachings  shows,  from 
their  form  and  variety,  that  he  did  not  share  the  erroneous 
expectation  of  his  disciples.  For,  as  Pro£  Jowett  has  said, 
**  the  words  of  our  Lord  are  not  more  in  apparent  contradic- 
tion with  the  course  of  experience  than  they  are  with  other 
words  which  are  equally  attributed  to  him  by  the  evangelists." 

Upon  examining  those  words  we  find  that  Jesus  did  not 
regard  that  form  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven  which  he  was 
instituting  as  soon  to  undergo  a  final  catastrophe.  He  saw  and 
testified  to  its  slow  course  of  development  At  times  he 
glanced  down  this  entire  course  with  such  confidence  in  its 
result  that  he  could  declare :  ''  Now  is  the  judgment  of  this 
world."  The  world  is  already  dey&cto  judged.  He  saw  Satan 
descending  from  the  zenith  of  his  power  as  the  lightning 
flashes  across  the  eastern  sky.  At  the  same  time  he  did  not 
forget  that  the  growth  of  this  kingdom  would  be  first  blade, 
then  ear,  then  full  com  in  the  ear.  His  connected  narratives, 
which  tell  us  unto  what  things  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like, 
teach  its  slow  unfolding.  He  provides  means  for  this  slow 
unfolding.  The  Church  is  left  to  do  the  work.  The  seed 
automaixcaUy  springs  up  and  brings  forth  fruit,  as  in  obedience 
to  his  command  the  sowers  of  his  Word  go  forth.  The  laborers 
in  the  vineyard  increase  hour  by  hour  until  the  end  of  the  age, 
and  after  ''  mucA"  time  the  Lord  of  the  servants  comes  to  reckon 
with  them.  The  whole  tenor  of  Christ's  teaching  leads  to  the 
same  conclusion  which  is  necessitated  by  our  view  of  his  per- 
son, that  he  was  freed  from  the  narrow  estimate  of  the  world's 
destiny  which  was  held  by  the  men  about  him,  and  that  he 
was  accustomed  to  have  ^^  facts,  which  it  requires  the  course  of 
ages  to  make  clear,  lie  open  in  his  eye,'' 

We  may,  on  the  other  hand,  safely  take  his  own  statement, 
whether  we  interpret  the  words  of  his  coming  to  destroy  Jeru- 
salem, or  of  his  final  coming,  that  he  was  ignorant  of  the  hour 
when  the  event  would  take  place.  This  ignorance  doubtless 
led  him  to  avoid  sharp  distinctions  in  time,  such  as  would  have 
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been  giv^en  had  it  been  his  design  to  leave  for  our  information 
a  connected  scheme  of  the  world's  future  history.  Ignorance 
may  have  led  to  erroneous  expectation  in  others.  Not  so  in 
the  case  of  Christ 

We  conclude,  then,  that  our  doctrinal  estimate  of  Christ's 
person,  as  well  as  his  own  plainer  teachings,  compel  us  to  inter- 
pret his  more  obscure  teachings  in  prophecy  so  as  to  save  his 
infallibility  and  truthfulness.  And  we  cannot  afford,  upon 
dogmatic  grounds  which  touch  the  doctrine  of  inspiration,  to 
deny  or  jeopard  truths  which  are  more  important  and  more 
sacred  than  any  dogma  as  to  the  formal  working  of  inspiration 
can  possibly  be. 

This  point  established,  we  have  next  to  admit,  in  order  to  a 
Buccessful  treatment  of  our  question,  that, 

IL  The  early  Church  at  large,  and  with  them  also  the 
apostles  and  evangelists,  expected  the  speedy  final  coming  of 
Christ 

We  are  unable  to  see  how  any  consistent  interpretation  of  the 
New  Testament,  or  any  compacted  and  satis£Gkctory  doctrine  of 
the  second  advent,  is  possible  without  this  admission.  If  it 
appear  to  some  to  be  dangerous,  we  can  only  reply,  the  truth 
is  not  dangerous,  nor  does  experience  confirm  the  fears  which 
are  felt  that  evil  results  will  follow  this  admission.  It  is  not 
the  work  of  the  critical  investigator  into  the  teachings  of  the 
New  Testament,  nor  of  the  devout  learner  from  inspired  men, 
to  tremble  about  results — ^irom  truth.  If  the  admission  seem 
to  others  damaging  to  the  Christian  standing  of  him  who 
makes  it,  we  can  reply,  numbers  of  true  and  devout  men  have 
held  and  do  now  hold  this  same  opinion.  The  evangelical 
German  commentators  in  general  do  not  hesitate  over  this 
admission.  Their  outspoken  way  is  creditable  to  their  scholar- 
ship and  to  their  confidence  in  Christianity.  Dr.  Arnold  says, 
^^  Paul  expected  that  the  world  would  come  to  an  end  in  the 
generation  then  existing."  {Sermons  on  the  Christian  Life^  p. 
400.)  '*  The  apostles  themselves,"  says  Conybeare,  ''  expected 
their  Lord  to  come  again  in  that  very  generation."  "St  Paul 
himself  shared  in  the  expe6tation."  {Life  of  Paul,  p.  401.) 
Even  Mr.  Barnes,  commenting  upon  1  Cor.  xv,  51,  says,  "  I  do 
not  know  that  the  proper  doctrine  of  inspiration  suffers,  if  we 
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admit  that  the  apostles  were  ignorant  of  the  exact  time  when 
the  world  would  close,  or  even  that  in  regard  to  the  precise 
period  when  that  would  take  place,  they  might  be  in  error." 
Surelj'  the  admission  that  they  did  expect  Christ's  speedy  sec- 
ond coming,  and  were  therefore  upon  this  point  in  error,  is  of 
itself  less  objectionable  than  the  theory  of  Dr.  Watts,  that  the 
apostles,  though  not  themselves  mistaken,  permitted  the  Church 
to  remain  in  this  error  from  design,  that  they  might  find 
encouragement  and  support  in  their  trials.  Of  the  opinion 
which  Olshausen  maintains,  viz :  that  Christ  himself  framed 
his  representations  so  as  to  keep  before  the  mind  the  constant 
possibility  of  his  final  coming,  we  have  already  spoken.  We 
are  loth  also  to  admit  that  the  apostles  resorted  to  this  sort  of 
accommodation.  Indeed,  if  they  could  teach  the  early  Church 
by  accommodation  things  which  they  knew  were  not  strictly 
true,  why  may  we  not  suppose  them  to  be  now  teaching  us  the 
same  things  in  the  same  way  ? 

The  apostles  certainly  did  not  contradict  the  general  and 
intense  expectation  of  the  early  Church.  2  Thes.  ii,  1-12,  is 
sometimes  cited  to  show  that  Paul  did  attempt  to  correct  the 
false  expectation.  But  the  passage  proves  rather,  when  rightly 
understood,  the  reverse  of  what  is  sometimes  claimed  for  it 
Now  the  fact  that  the  apostles  made  no  efibrt  to  correct  the 
error  of  the  early  Church  is  prima  facie  proof  that  they  shared 
the  expectation  of  the  early  Church.  And  further,  that  they 
did  believe  upon  this  point  with  the  churches  under  their  care, 
there  is,  it  would  seem,  abundant  additional  evidence. 

Certainly  Paul,  as  Van  Osterzee  phrases  the  statement,  cher- 
ished the  living  hope  of  the  speedy  advent  of  the  Lord.  This 
hope  is  more  prominently  brought  to  view  in  his  earlier  epis- 
tles :  it  became  chastened  but  not  extinguished  as  his  life  drew 
towards  its  close.  Of  the  intensity  and  pervasive  power  of  the 
expectation  it  is  hard  to  give  a  correct  impression  by  special 
citationa  You  find  it  warp  and  woof  in  many  of  his  letters, 
especially  in  those  to  the  Thessalonian  Church.  Christians  are 
spoken  of  in  2  Tim.  iv,  8,  as  "  those  that  have  loved  his 
appearing."  God's  discipline,  Titus  is  told  (ii,  18),  has  for  its 
final  purpose  that  we  shajl  live  **  expecting  the  appearing  of 
the  glory  of  the  great  God  and  of  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ" 
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It  i»  a  Christian  charism  which  Paul  desires  for  the  CoriDthian 
Church,  that  they  shall  remain  "expecting  the  revelation  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ"  The  Theasalonians  are  his  hope,  joy, 
crown  of  boasting,  "before  our  Lord  Jesus  in  his  appearing." 
These  more  general  expressions  have  their  meaning  definitely 
fixed  by  the  passages  in  which  Paul  most  expressly  asserts  his 
expectation.  Such  assertions  are  found  especially,  1  Cor.  xv, 
51,  and  1  Thes.  iv,  15.  "  We  shall  not  all  sleep,  but  we  shall 
all  be  changed,"  he  asserts  in  the  passage  first  cited.  Who  are 
the  sleepers,  and  who  are  to  be  changed,  not  having  slept,  he 
then  plainly  gives  us  to  understand.  Among  the  second  class 
he  distinctly  places  himself,  when  in  the  next  verse  he  says, 
"the  dead  shall  be  raised,"  but  "«;e,"  making  an  emphatic 
contrast  by  use  of  the  word  ^pisT^ — "  we  shall  be  changed." 
To  suppose  that  "  we"  who  shall  be  changed  are  men  of  at 
least  two  thousand  years  later,  among  whom  the  apostle  could 
not  be  one,  takes  all  pith  out  of  the  sentence.  Of  that  change 
which  he  so  much  desired  and  so  confidently  expected,  he 
speaks  more  at  length,  2  Cor.  v.  Iff.  In  1  Thes.  iv,  15,  he 
assures  the  troubled  Church  that  "  we" — and  defining  the  pro- 
noun further,  viz :  "  those  who  are  living" — and  defining  still 
further,  "those  who  are  remaining  unto  the  coming  of  the  Lord," 
"  shall  not  get  the  start  of  them  that  have  fallen  asleep."  The 
Greek  language  could  scarcely  be  used  with  more  definiteness 
to  form  the  class,  and  mark  out  the  class  characteristics  of 
those  who  should  be  alive  at  Christfs  second  advent,  of  whom 
the  apostle  expressly  asserts  his  expectation  that  he  himself 
should  be  one.  The  method  of  interpreting  these  passages,  to 
which  they  are  forced  who  are  unwilling  to  admit  an  erroneous 
expectation  in  the  writings  of  inspired  men,  is  very  unfortunate. 
It  is  characteristic  also  of  an  entire  class  of  commentators.  The 
question  asked  should  be.  What  does  a  fair  interpretation  of  all 
the  passages  show  to  have  been  the  factf  The  question  really 
asked  is  often  this  one  :  Can  we  possibly  interpret  each  one  of 
these  passages  so  that  it  shall  not  necessarily  contradict  our 
opinion  of  what  the  /act  safely  could  bef  In  the  present  case 
all  the  passages,  at  least  with  only  one  apparent  exception, 
look  one  way.     Why  not  admit  that  the  truth  lies  that  way? 

The  only  attempt  ordinarily  made  to  disprove  this  view  upon 
critical  grounds  is  by  a  wrong  interpretation  of  2  Thes.  ii,  1  f. 
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Paul,  it  is  argued,  could  not  have  expected  the  second  coming  of 
Christ  during  his  own  life,  because  he  warns  the  Thessalonians 
"  not  to  be  soon  shaken  in  mind,"  "as  that  the  day  of  Christ  is 
at  hand."  But  the  verb  eyicfttf/At  occurs  six  times  besides  in 
the  New  Testament,  and  always  with  the  meaning,  "  to  be 
present."  ^^  Ptoxime  instane"  is  a  Latin  equivalent  With  the 
grammarians  6  evecfrois  ixpovoi)  was  the  present  tense.  In 
two  of  the  six  other  places  of  its  occurrence  the  word  is 
expressly  contrasted  with  rd  jjuXXovra — ^the  things  which  are 
yet  in  the  futura  In  the  supposition  that  the  day  of  the  Lord 
was  already  upon  them,  these  Thessalonian  Christians  had  fallen 
also  into  practical  errors.  Paul  corrects  their  irregularities  by  as- 
suring them  that  the  day  which  they  and  he  both  expected  was 
not  j  ust  upon  thenu  A  further  development  of  the  power  of  evil, 
and  a  concentration  of  that  power  in  the  person  of  one  man.  Anti- 
christ, should  precede  the  coming  of  the  day.  He,  however,  ex- 
pected to  see  all  this  accomplished.  In  this  very  epistle  he  prays, 
'^  the  Lord  direct  your  hearts  into  the  patient  waiting  for  Christ" 
In  this  expectation  of  Paul  shared  Peter,  James,  and  John, 
as  the  writings  of  them  all  abundantly  testify.  ''The  end  of 
all  things  draweth  nigh"  (1  Pet  iv,  7) ;  "  patiently  and  bravely 
persevere  until  the  coming  of  the  Lord"  (Jas.  v,  7) ;  '*  little  chil- 
dren, it  is  the  last  hour"  (1  John  ii,  18) ;  such  are  the  declara- 
tions, such  the  exhortations  of  the  early  teachers  of  Christianity. 
There  is  scarcely  another  fiwt  of  early  Christian  life  better 
established  than  that  of  this  attitude  of  constant  expectation, 
in  which  the  early  Church  and  the  early  teachers  of  the  Church 
stood  towards  the  coming  of  Christ 

The  fact  is  usually  brought  into  prominence  by  premillenna- 
rian  writers.  One  of  them,  however,  does  not  scruple  to  escape 
from  its  legitimate  inference  by  the  remark — Paul  is  still  wait- 
ing ;  he  has  only  changed  his  place  of  waiting.  This  is  no  bet- 
ter than  quibbling.  By  all  these  writers  it  is  maintained  that 
our  attitude  should  be  like  that  of  the  early  Church.  But  to 
admit  that  men  eighteen  centuries  since  were  in  the  constant 
and  intense  expectation  of  seeing,  during  their  lives,  the  Lord 
-vcome  in  bodily  presence,  and  then  also  to  admit,  as  we  are 
-'Ibrced  to  do,  that  the  expectation  was  disappointed,  makes  the 
continuance  of  a  similar  attitude  on  our  part  psychologically 
impossible. 
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Many  opponents  of  the  premillennialists  lose,  however,  the 
very  gist  of  their  objection  to  premillennialism  by  refusing  to 
confess  both  the  error  of  early  times  and  the  coloring  given  by 
that  error  to  the  teaching  of  those  times. 

A  few  words  as  to  the  dogmatic  consequences  which  are 
often  attributed  to  the  view  here  maintained.  As  has  been 
already  said,  many  in  &ct  hold  this  view  who  study  and  love 
the  New  Testament  as  devoutly  as  those  who  will  not  consent 
to  the  view.  We  have  no  right  to  let  the  facts  be  over- 
borne in  their  testimony  by  preconceived  notions  of  what  the 
formal  results  of  inspiration  must  be.  It  is  our  work  to  learn 
what  inspiration  has  axxomplished.  We  need  not  fear  to  do 
this  work.  The  only  safe  theory  as  to  the  products  of  inspira- 
tion is  that  given  by  the  inductive  method  applied  to  those  pro- 
ducts themselves. 

But,  seoondy  it  is  frankly  admitted  by  all  that  these  same 
apostles,  at  least  in  their  early  discipleship,  held  mistaken 
notions  as  to  the  nature  of  Christ's  second  coming.  The  so- 
called  eschatological  discourse  of  our  Lord  was  called  out, 
according  to  Matthew,  by  the  double  question  from  his  disci- 
ples— *'  When  shall  these  things  be,  and  what  the  sign  of  thy 
coming  and  of  the  end  of  the  age."  These  two  events,  the  destruc- 
tion of  Jerusalem  and  the  final  advent  of  Messiah,  were,  as  £lli- 
cott  has  remarked  (Life  of  Christy  p.  289,  note),  by  the  disciples 
"  instinctively  connected."  This  opinion  was  due  to  a  share  in 
the  views  of  the  nation  to  which  they  belonged  as  to  Messiah's 
advent.  Their  mistake  upon  the  point  of  time  is  obvious. 
With  the  near  catastrophe  which  Christ  expressly  limited  to 
that  generation,  they  were  expecting  the  formal  establishment 
of  Messiah's  triumphant  rule.  Their  mistake  as  to  the  mode 
of  his  coming  is  equally  obvious.  For  what  view  must  these 
questioners  of  our  Lord  have  held  as  to  the  nature  of  that  com- 
ing, for  the  sign  of  which  they  inquired  so  eagerly  ?  He  was 
with  theuL  They  did  not  at  any  time  previous  to  his  death 
believe  that  Chriwt  would  go  away  before  he  came  to  them  ; 
for  we  know  by  their  subsequent  conduct  that  his  death  was 
unexpected  by  them.  Plainly,  they  were  then  looking  for  the 
setting  up  of  Messiah's  kingdom,  according  to  their  views  of  it, 
in  the  life-time  of  Christ,  and  in  connection  with  calamities  to 
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Jerusalem.  The  half  of  truth  was  enough  for  them.  The  half 
of  their  opinion  was  untrue.  The  descent  of  the  Spirit  led 
them,  according  to  Christ  s  promise,  into  all  truth — ^but  pro- 
gressively and  according  to  the  needs  of  the  Church. 

And,  Ihirdj  the  error  of  the  New  Testament  prophets  with 
regard  to  the  time  and  mode  of  complete  fulfillment  for  their 
own  prophecies  is  like  that  of  the  Old  Testament  prophets. 
Both  spoke  things  which  they  did  not  themselves  fully  under- 
stand, larger  than  themselves  knew.  Both  lived  with  their 
eye  upon  the  future,  but  as  well  upon  their  own  times.  They 
caught  and  applied  to  all  ages  the  principles  which  they  saw 
exemplified  in  occurrences  at  their  side.  To  the  vision  of 
Isaiah,  the  deliverance  under  Messiah  and  the  return  from  the 
Assyrian  captivity  are  one  event  In  like  manner  Hosea, 
Amos,  and  Micah  connect  with  the  Messianic  advent  the 
deliverance  of  the  Jews  from  Babylon.  Thus  in  the  minds  of 
New  Testament  prophets  things  remote  were  brought  near,  and 
seen  under  forms  furnished  by  those  nearer  times.  They  too, 
when  they  prophesied,  saw  future  events  projected  in  space 
rather  than  trustworthily  arranged  as  to  the  time,  of  their  occur- 
rence. There  is  an  obvious  and,  it  seems  to  us,  valid  distinc- 
tion between  an  erroneous  expectation,  found  within  and  color- 
ing the  teaching  of  inspired  men,  and  an  explicit  error  in  their 
teaching.  But  whether  the  distinction  can  be  maintained  or 
not,  the  presence  of  such  expectation  both  as  to  the  precise 
time  and  mode  in  which  their  prophecies  should  be  fulfilled,  is 
to  be  detected  in  many  prophetic  passages  of  both  Old  and  New 
Testaments. 

But,  fourth, — every  one  who  deals  critically  with  the  New 
Testament  is  forced  into  admissions  which  virtually  contain  as 
much  as  is  asked  for  here.  What  is  meant  when  an  exegete 
like  Ellicott  compares,  upon  the  questions  contained  in  this 
very  discourse,  *'  the  narrative  of  the  second  and  third  Evan- 
gelists with  the  more  grouped  records  of  St  Matthew?"  There 
are  few  who  will  venture  to  hold  that,  according  to  the  view  of 
the  apostles,  the  second  coming  of  Christ  was  not  even  liable  to 
occur  in  their  day.  But  an  erroneous  expectation  would  have 
been  involved  in  the  opinion  that  Christ  might  come  as  well  as 
in  the  more  decided  conviction  that  he  would  come.     For  his- 
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torj  has  taught  us  that  according  to  the  plan  of  God  the  final 
advent  of  Christ  might  not  have  come  so  soon  after  bis  first 
advent 

This  fact,  that  the  early  Church,  including  the  apostles  and 
evangelists,  expected  the  speedy  final  coming  of  Christ,  has 
been  treated  at  some  length  because  it  is  of  great  importance 
for  the  formation  of  a  correct,  and  especially  of  a  consistent  opin- 
ion upon  the  whole  question  of  the  second  advent  By  it  we 
are  led  to  compare  the  doctrine  of  Christ  s  first  advent  as  given 
in  the  Old  Testament  with  the  doctrine  of  his  second  advent  as 
taught  by  the  New  Testament  writers.  The  teaching  of  both 
classes  of  writers  requiredto  be  progressively  cleared  up  by  the 
history  of  the  Church.  In  both  instances  the  truths  taught 
were  too  large  for  the  full  comprehension  of  the  men  who 
taught  them.  They  are  mixed  with  mistake  at  least  as  to  the 
time  and  in  some  respects  as  to  the  nature  of  their  fulfillment 
When  the  Church  stands  with  reference  to  the  second  coming 
where  we  now  stand  with  reference  to  the  first  advent,  the  true 
completed  doctrine  will  be  possible,  but  not  till  then.  If,  bas- 
ing our  convictions  upon  a  wrong  view  of  the  prophetic  utter- 
ances of  even  inspired  men,  we  run  in  opinion  counter  to  or 
beyond  that  which  Christ  has  plainly  taught,  we  shall  scarcely 
be  able,  like  those  apostolic  men,  to  avoid  dangerous  practical 
errors  growing  out  of  a  wrong  expectation. 

We  are  now  prepared  to  inquire, 

IIL  What  is  the  sum-total  of  Christ's  teaching  with  regard 
to  his  second  coming  ?  We  reply :  Only  so  much  as  is  contained 
in  certain  great  principles ;  only  so  much  as  countenances  the 
most  sober,  rational,  and  cautious  views  of  the  future  of  the 
ChurcL 

1.  The  conception  which  lies  back  of  Christ's  teaching  re- 
garding the  fate  in  the  future  of  his  kingdom  is  that  of  devel- 
opment It  is  certainly  not  the  conception  of  a  godless  and 
aimless  development  It  is  that  of  an  expanding  of  forces  and 
powers  already  planted  by  God  within  the  world  as  seeds,  and 
destined  by  growth  under  the  constant  rule  and  presence  of 
Christ,  under  the  constant  working  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  ulti- 
mately to  result  in  the  conversion  and  sanctifying  of  the  world. 
This  development  does  not  exclude  marked  epochs,  even  start- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


870  What  isihetnui  Doctrine  of  [April, 

ling  catastrophes.  The  law  of  all  growth  is  two-fold.  Growth 
is  for  the  most  part  uniform ;  but  all  growth  has  also  its  epochs. 
Thus  it  is  and  shall  be  with  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

The  proof  that  Christ  taught  the  general  spreading  of  his 
kingdom  through  the  preaching  of  the  Oospel  has  been  in  part 
given.  The  parables  of  Christy  in  which  his  coming  to  the 
work  of  separation  and  judgment  is  made  prominent,  are  by  no 
means  averse  to  this  truth.  In  them,  as  for  instance  those  of 
the  ten  virgins,  the  talents,  the  workers  in  the  vineyard,  the 
tares  and  wheat,  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  given  in  a  picture 
which  represents  simultaneously  its  characteristics  for  all  time 
.and  under  all  circumstances.  To  draw  from  them  the  relative 
steps  of  advance,  with  the  distinctions  in  time  and  in  details  of 
method  which  a  completed  eschatological  doctrine  requires,  is 
to  misuse  them.  Nor  are  they  without  touches  which  set  in 
relief  the  views  of  a  general  and  finally  universal  spread,  under 
the  poioer  of  the  Oospel,  of  Christ^s  kingdom :  the  parables  of  the 
leaven  and  the  mustard-seed  teach  precisely  this  truth.  It  is 
also  implied  beyond  doubt  in  Christ's  command  to  his  followers, 
*'to  make  disciples  of  all  the  Gentiles,"  and  in  the  accompany- 
ing promise,  "  Lo  I  am  with  you  alway,  even  unto  the  end  of  the 
age."  The  Gospel  of  the  kingdom  he  distinctly  asserts  shall  be 
preached  in  all  the  orJm  terrarum  tor  a  witness  to  all  the  nations, 
and  not  till  then  shall  the  end  be.  To  assert  that  the  predic- 
tion has  been  fulfilled,  or  that  it  is  so  small  as  not  to  lack  thus 
far  much  of  fulfillment,  is  to  belittle  the  words  themselves. 

2.  But  more  specifically  of  his  teaching  regarding  his  second 
advent,  it  is  of  first  importance  to  observe  that  he  himself  at- 
taches a  varied  and  shifting  meaning  to  the  phrases  which  he 
employs.  The  one  lesson  which  accompanies  constantly  his 
shifting  use  of  terms  is  this :  the  day  will  come  unexpected,  a 
day  of  separation  and  purifying ;  therefore,  watch. 

In  one  place  he  speaks  of  himself  as  coming  to  answer  prayer 
an'd  bring  desired  deliverance,  and  adds  the  question,  ''When 
the  Son  of  Man  cometh,  shall  he  find  faith  in  the  earth  ?"  He 
teaches  the  doctrine  of  repeated  and  continuous  comings,  when 
he  declares  to  Caiaphus,  '*  From  now  on  ye  shall  see  the  Son  of 
Man  sitting  on  the  right  hand  of  power  and  coming  upon  the 
clouds  of  heaven."    Notice  carefully  the  language  with  which 
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this  progressive  advent  is  described.  It  is  a  picture  of  the  Son 
of  Man  borne  npon  the  clouds  of  heaven.  He  has  ever  since 
the  prediction  been  thus  majestically  coming  to  his  Church  and 
to  the  world.  A  similar  though  modified  meaning  seems  best 
to  suit  the  words  of  Jesus  spoken  to  his  disciples,  John  xiv,  8. 
This  too  is  a  progressive  advent;  consisting  not«o  much,  how- 
ever, in  majestic  approaches  of  Christ  to  the  world  in  history  as 
of  more  quiet  approaches  to  his  disciples  in  spiritual  gifts,  and 
especially  perhaps  in  the  favor  of  a  removal  by  death  from 
earthly  trials,  to  be  with  himself  and  with  the  Father. 

Preeminently  in  the  Gospel  of  John  does  Christ  teach  the 
doctrine  of  a  spiritual  second  coming.  "  I  will  not  leave  you 
orphans,  I  come  to  you."  And  when  he  comes  the  Father  also 
comes,  according  to  his  own  statement :  *'  We  will  come  unto  him 
and  make  our  abode  with  him."  Nor  was  this  coming  to  be 
long  delayed :  "  Yet  a  little  while  and  the  world  no  longer 
seeth  me,  but  ye  see  me."  With  Christ's  perpetual  coming  is 
connected  a  perpetual  judgment  ^^Then,"  says  the  Psalmist, 
(xcvi,  12)  "  shall  all  the  trees  of  the  wood  rejoice  before  the 
Lord,  for  he  cometh,  he  cometh  to  judge  the  earth."  In  simi- 
lar conception  is  brought  to  us  the  glad  news  of  a  perpetual 
j  udgment  of  our  Lord.  "  For  judgment  I  came  into  the  world :" 
**Now  is  the  judgment  of  this  world : "  "  He  that  believeth  not 
hath  been  already  judged ;"  these  are  declarations  of  Jesua  A 
perpetual  resurrection  is  also  connected  with  this  perpetual 
coming:  "The  hour  cometh  and  now  is  when  the  dead  shall 
hear  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  God."  These  words  last  quoted 
certainly  do  not  warrant  us  in  denying  the  doctrines  of  a  gen- 
eral simultaneous  judgment  or  of  a  similar  resurrection,  but 
leave  their  claims  to  be  decided  upon  other  grounds.  Nor  do 
the  previously  quoted  words  of  Christ  to  Caiaphus  and  to  his 
disciples  warrant  us  in  denying  that  the  several  comings  of  the 
Son  of  Man  will  culminate  in  one  final  coming,  most  majestic 
and  most  noteworthy  among  them  all  But  passages  like  these 
selected  from  the  sayings  of  Jesus  do  warrant  us  in  agreeing 
with  the  declaration  of  Schmidt,  when  he  writes,  Christ's  com- 
ing is  "  near  at  hand  and  far  away ;  it  is  definite  and  indefinite 
at  the  same  tima'^ 

Christ  then  speaks  of  himself  as  ever  with  his  people,  and 
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yet  in  some  sort — say  rather  in  several  sorts — as  still  to  come. 
He  has  come  and  come  again.     He  will  keep  coming. 

8.  Christ  gave  his  disciples  more  special  information  respect- 
ing his  coming  in  the  first  great  epoch  of  his  kingdom.  That 
epoch,  which  was  the  break  of  his  kingdom  with  the  Jewish 
nation,  was  for  them  the  all-important  coming.  To  it  many 
passages  often  interpreted  of  his  final  coming  primarily  refer. 
We  say  primarily,  for  they  have  by  parity  of  principle  an  indefi- 
nite application  until  the  end  of  tima  This  epoch  is,  as  the 
comings  of  Christ  in  history  always  are,  a  time  of  liberation  and 
a  time  also  of  judgment  To  this  great  epoch-making  advent 
of  Jesus  reference  is  made  in  the  following  passages.  "  When- 
ever they  persecute  you  in  this  city  flee  into  the  other,  for  verily 
I  say  unto  you,  ye  shall  not  have  finished  the  cities  of  Israel 
until  the  Son  of  Man  shall  have  come."  (Matt  x,  23.)  After 
making  the  prediction,  '^the  Son  of  Man  is  going  to  come  in  the 
glory  of  his  Father  with  his  angels,  and  then  shall  he  reward 
each  according  to  his  doing,"  he  adds,  "Verily  I  say  unto  you, 
there  are  some  standing  here  who  shall  not  taste  of  death  until 
they  see  the  Son  of  Man  coming  in  his  kingdom."  (Matt  xvi, 
27  f.)  It  is  of  interest  and  importance  to  notice  that  Christ  de- 
scribes this  advent  with  all  possible  majesty  of  draping ;  though 
by  limiting  it  to  that  generation  for  fulfillment  he  compels  us  to 
interpret  it  of  his  break  with  the  Jewish  nation.  To  this  event 
many  other  passages  (Luke  ix,  26  £  ;  xxi,  8-32  :  vid.  also  John 
iv,  21)  refer.  And  to  it  the  attention  is  primarily  directed 
throughout  the  entire  eschatological  discourse  of  Matthew  in 
the  twenty-fourth  and  following  chapters.  No  satisfactory  di- 
vision of  these  chapters  can  possibly  be  made.  We  know  that 
certain  portions  of  them  refer  primarily  to  the  destruction  of 
Jerusalem.  The  only  consistent  and  safe  interpretation  is  to 
refer  them  primarily  as  a  whole  to  this  and  the  accompanying 
events.  To  say  with  EUicott,  that  what  precedes  the  twenty- 
ninth  verse  of  Matthew's  twenty-fourth  chapter  refers  "  mainly 
but  not  exclusively  to  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem,"  and  that 
what  follows  refers  "  mainly  but  not  exclusively  to  our  Lord's 
second  advent  and  the  final  judgment,"  and  then  to  stretch  the 
meaning  of  the  Greek  word  ev^icos  so  as  to  make  it  cover  cen- 
turies of  time,  seem  to  us  like  the  abandonment  of  all  attempt 
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at  a  critical  interpretation.  Nor  is  the  point  where  the  dis- 
course is  supposed  to  change  at  all  agreed  upon.  Robinson 
would  place  it  as  the  forty-second  verse.  EUioott  and  others  at 
the  twenty-ninth. 

Let  it  not  be  objected  that  some  of  the  language  here  used 
by  Christ  is  too  significant  and  awful  to  describe  his  coming  in 
judgment  to  the  Jewish  nation.  To  this  objection  the  reply  is 
ready.  Language  as  significant  and  awful  as  any  in  the  entire 
passage  is  to  be  found  in  those  portions  of  it  which  confessedly 
refer  to  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem.  What  event,  even  the 
total  destruction  of  the  world,  could  be  more  awful  than  was  to 
those  concerned  in  it  the  downfall  of  the  Jewish  nation  ?  We 
are  also  to  remember  that  it  is  the  custom  of  the  Bible  to  use 
language  of  this  sublimity  in  connection  with  even  local  and 
temporary  calamitiea  Christ,  as  we  have  seen,  represents  all 
his  comings  in  history  as  advents  "  upon  the  clouds  of  the 
heavena"  The  angels  accompany  him  in  his  continuous  deal- 
ings with  the  earth.  The  sun  was  turned  into  darkness  and  the 
moon  into  blood  when  the  Holy  Spirit  came  down  at  Pentecost 
In  this  same  discourse,  Christ  describes  a  certain  catastrophe  in 
these  words :  ''  The  stars  shall  &11  fron^  heaven  and  the  powers 
of  the  heavens  be  shaken "  *  *  *  « all  the  tribes  of  the 
earth  shall  mourn  and  they  shall  see  the  Son  of  Man  coming  in 
the  clouds  of  heaven  with  power  and  great  gloiy."  This  catas- 
trophe is  the  destruction  of  the  Jewish  nation,  as  is  shown  by 
the  following  statement  that  the  fulfillment  of  the  prophecy 
should  fall  within  that  generation.  All  attempts  to  alter  the 
meaning  of  the  word  "  generation  "  in  this  passage  are  nega- 
tived by  its  meaning  elsewhere  and  by  the  fact  that  Christ 
makes  similar  predictions  with  the  use  of  similar  language  in 
other  passages. 

In  the  epoch  of  the  Church  to  which  this  entire  discourse  has 
primary  reference  lies  the  type  of  all  the  epochs.  This  fact 
gives  us  our  warrant  for  applying  the  truths  of  the  first  epoch 
to  times  still  futura  That  which  those  who  bring  us  the  report 
of  Christ's  saying  supposed  would  occur  once  for  all  within 
their  own  life  time,  occurs  substantially  the  same  again  and 
again  in  the  history  of  the  Church.  "  All  critical  and  creative 
epochs,"  says  Neander.  "correspond  to  each  other  and  coUect- 
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ively  prefigure  the  last  judgment  and  last  creation — ^the  consum- 
mation of  the  kingdom  of  God." 

We  glean  then  these  truths  from  Christ's  teaching  upon  the 
question  of  his  own  second  advent  The  gospel,  carried  by 
his  disciples  into  the  whole  world,  is  to  convert  the  world.  By 
a  varied  use  of  language,  for  which  we  have  the  warrant  of 
Christ  himself,  we  may  speak  of  his  continuous  coming,  spirit- 
ually to  his  people,  progressively  in  the  history  of  the  race. 
These  comings  are  all  majestic,  consolatory  to  his  Church,  con- 
demnatory of  the  unbelieving  world.  One  of  these  great  his- 
toric advents  he  describes  more  particularly  to  his  disciples  as 
being  that  one  in  which  they  and  the  fate  of  the  early  Ohurch 
were  most  concerned.  Its  two  characteristics  are  liberation  and 
judgment  It  is  the  type  of  all  Christ's  comings  in  history. 
Its  general  features  will  hold  true  to  the  end  of  time.  Jesus 
as  the  agitator  of  human  society  and  of  the  Christian  Church 
wiU  not  suffer  his  winnowing-fan  to  pause  in  its  ceaseless  swing, 
until  he  has  thoroughly  purged,  his  floor.  He  is  judge  and 
king,  not  to  be  merely,  but  now  in  fact  operating  in  the  world. 

4.  The  principles  which  Jesus  lays  down  in  all  his  teaching 
upon  the  doctrine  of  hjfi  second  coming,  as  well  as  more  espe- 
cially that  closer  view  of  God's  method  which  we  obtain  from 
looking  upon  the  first  epoch-making  advent  as  the  type  of  all 
other  advents,  warrant  us  in  certain  general  conceptions  of  the 
future  of  Christ's  kingdom.  Those  conceptions  accord  with 
the  profoundest,  truest  views  of  the  nature  of  sin  and  of 
righteousness,  with  the  correct  philosophy  of  human  progress, 
and  with  the  fundamentals  in  the  teaching  of  the  apostle  Paul. 
The  day  of  uptumings,  of  catastrophes  has  not  ended.  The 
general  impression  pervades  many,  at  least  of  the  more  pro- 
gressive minds,  that  there  will  be  no  more  historic  commotion 
over  religious  concerns.  The  sword  which  Christ  came  to  send 
upon  the  earth  seems  ready  to  be  sheathed.  If  once  sheathed, 
the  assumption  is  made,  it  will  never  again  be  taken  from  its 
scabbard.  Would  that  this  pleasant  view  of  the  future  might 
be  made  plausible  by  the  unconditional  surrender  of  those 
forces  which  are  opposed  to  Christ's  kingdom.  As  the  matter 
now  stands,  we  can  see  how  the  intensifying  and  culmination 
of  evil  forces  may  coexist  with  the  growth,  both  extensive  and 
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intensive,  of  the  forces  which  make  for  righteousness  and  for 
the  success  of  Christ's  kingdom.  We  may  then  still  have  to 
feel  such  blasts  from  the  purifying  winnowing-fan  of  Jesus  as 
shall  make  the  whole  earth  shake — ^and  that  not  once  only,  but 
again  and  again  until  the  final  coming. 

Of  that  final  coming  we  know  essentially  the  same  truths 
that  are  revealed  to  us  concerning  all  of  Christ  s  advents.  It 
will  be  a  time  of  both  liberation  and  judgment ;  it  will  be 
majestic,  consoling  the  righteous,  condemning  the  unjust 

5.  Further,  as  to  the  details  of  the  future  of  his  kingdom 
Christ  gives  us  no  information.  Nor,  so  far  as  we  can  conjec- 
ture, is  it  best  that  he  should.  His  bidding  is,  ceaselessly 
^'•watchy  Not  that  we  are  to  turn  our  bodily  eyes  upward 
expecting  to  see  his  bodily  presence  at  any  hour.  The  truth  is 
gi'ander  than  that  The  words  of  Paul  when  he  declares, 
"  the  trumpet  shall  sound,"  are  scarcely  satisfied  when  we  inter- 
pret them  a  trumpet  of  brass  or  silver  will  be  blown  by  a  vis- 
ible angel  in  the  air  above  our  heads.  Some  will  perhaps 
think  it  strange  to  find  in  this  discussion  no  pronouncement 
upon  the  question,  will  Christ  at  the  last  come  bodily  and 
reign  in  person  upon  the  earth  ?  It  is  certainly  not  the  design 
of  the  essay  to  answer  this  twofold  question  with  a  decided 
negative.  There  are  many  considerations,  however,  which  are 
opposed  to  the  affirmative  answer.  We,  at  least,  seem  war- 
ranted in  saying  it  were  better  for  us  that  such  a  coming  should 
not  occur.  If  Christ's  final  advent  be  in  the  body  to  reign 
here  upon  the  earth,  he  will  come  of  course  under  all  the  condi- 
iions  which  necessarily  belong  to  a  bodily  manifestation.  The  ques- 
tions, just  where  will  he  come  ? — ^how  many  (how  few)  can  see 
him  come  ? — what  benefit  will  it  be  to  us  here  to  know  that  he 
is  in  Palestine,  where  we  could  not  possibly  all  of  us  in  bodies 
surround  him? — what  chaos,  rather  than  order,  will  not  be 
introduced  into  the  Christian  life  under  such  circumstances? — 
are  all  questions  relevant  to  the  view  ?  They  who  maintain 
it  are  rather  than  their  questioners  responsible  for  the  putting 
of  such  questions.  We  do  not  wish  to  make  our  conceptions 
of  what  would  be  best  the  sole  measure  of  what  will  be  fact 
Only  we  can  find  no  teaching  of  Christ  which  leads  us  to  adopt 
views,  such  as  seem  themselves  to  lead,  when  legitimately  car- 
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ried  out,  to  so  many  difficulties.  Does  not  clear  thinking  show 
many  difficulties  as  inevitable  conclusions  from  the  opinion 
that  the  final  coming  will  be  in  body  and  for  a  personal  reign 
upon  the  earth  ?  Nothing  better  refutes  this  yiew  than  to  ask 
the  one  who  advocates  it — ^precisely  what  do  you  mean  ? 

We  are  reminded,  however,  that  in  Acts  i,  11,  the  disciples 
are  assured,  "this  same  Jesus"  .  .  .  •* shall  so  come  in  like 
manner  as  ye  have  seen  him  go  into  heaven."  The  words 
ov  rpoTtor  appear  to  be  added  to  ovrooi  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  insisting  upon  the  comparison.  As  he  had  ascended 
so  he  should  descend  from  heaven  in  a  cloud.  But  we  are 
thrown  into  much  doubt  as  to  how  far  we  shall  press  this  com- 
parison when  we  remember  that  Jesus  himself  said  that  he 
should  be  seen  coming  in  a  cloud  (vid.  Luke  xxi,  27,  and  com- 
pare Matt  xxiv,  SO)  within  his  own  generation,  and  that  he 
declared  to  Caiaphas  (Matt  xxvi,  64) :  "  Prom  now  on  shall  ye 
see  the  son  of  man  coming  upon  the  clouds  of  heaven." 

We  cannot  find,  then,  that  those  whose  knowledge  of  the 
future  is  much  more  detailed  than  has  here  been  indicated 
have  the  authority  of  Jesus. 

6.  Nor  have  we,  it  should  be  further  noted,  in  the  views  of 
the  New  Testament  writers  a  firm  basis  for  eschatological  teach- 
ing which  goes  beyond  that  of  Christ  The  truth  of  a  triumph 
for  Christ's  kingdom  through  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel  was 
heartily  accepted  by  them.  No  fact  of  their  history  is  more 
firmly  established.  Their  view  of  the  time  and  method  of  this 
triumph  may  have  been  somewhat  obscured  by  false  impres- 
sions which  still  lingered  from  their  old  habits  of  thought 
We  may  also  be  unable  to  tell  how  theoretically  Paul  recon- 
ciled his  view  of  salvation  for  the  race  through  the  preaching 
of  the  Gospel  with  his  expectation  of  Christ's  speedy  advent. 
We  do  know  that  he  guarded  that  expectation  most  carefully 
against  the  wrong  practices  which  some  were  ready  to  derive 
from  it  He  strenuously  combatted  the  same  practical  ten- 
dencies which  are  at  work  in  the  present  day.  They  unnerved 
the  Christian  workman.  They  took  the  joy  and  assurance 
from  his  vxyrh  As  we  have  already  seen,  among  the  disciples 
John  dwells  most  upon  the  spiritual  second  coming  of  Christ 
In  his  view  the   second  coming  is  preceded  by  a  course  of 
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development,  in  which  the  spirit  of  Antichrist  must  be  over- 
come. The  perfection  of  the  individual  believer  is  connected 
with  Christ's  second  advent:  "  Beloved,  now  are  we  children  of 
God ;"  "  when  he  shall  appear  we  shall  be  like  him."  (1  John 
iii,  2.)  In  Peter's  view  the  development  of  the  kingdom  was 
perfected  in  the  coming  of  Christ,  though  according  to  his 
expectation  also  that  coming  was  near  at  hand. 

We  are  not  to  wonder  that  a  logical  adjustment  of  these 
forms  of  belief  had  not  taken  place  in  the  minds  of  the 
apostle&  Such  adjustment  is  still  with  many  minds  a  thing  of 
the  future.  No  one  is  ready  for  presenting  its  perfected 
product 

We  shall  make  no  attempt  in  this  essay  either  to  combat 
&lse  views  of  the  prophecies  of  Daniel  or  the  Bevelation,  or  to 
throw  light  upon  the  doctrine  of  the  second  advent  by  present- 
ing the  true  view&  Those  prophecies  seem  to  us  the  carrying 
out,  with  reference  to  events  which  have  already  occurred,  of 
those  principles  which  lie  at  the  base  of  all  correct  views  of 
God's  kingdom.  To  form  from  them  a  connected  scheme  of 
the  world's  future  is  to  misuse  them.  Whenever  such  a  scheme, 
however  confidently  derived,  contradicts  truths  upon  which  is 
founded  the  whole  historic  course  of  God's  rule,  we  have  no 
need  to  give  it  a  detailed  examination.  If  our  method  of  treat- 
ment seems  to  cramp  too  much  the  information  given  in  divine 
utterances,  we  reply,  it  is,  as  far  as  it  goes,  safe.  Let  him  who 
can  safdy  go  beyond,  lead  on  and  we  will  follow.  But  we  will  fol- 
low no  man's  teaching,  even  when  based  upon  an  assumedly 
correct  interpretation  of  inspired  prophecy,  if  that  interpreta- 
tion proves  itself  false  by  contradicting  plain  truths. 

A  more  detailed  doctrine  than  we  have  ventured  to  give,  if 
possible  for  any  one,  is  at  least  permissible  only  when  that  doc- 
trine shall  abide  certain  tests. 

IV.  We  close  our  discussion  with  a  brief  statement  of  those 
testH.  They  seem  to  us  entirely  decisive  against  the  vagaries 
of  premillennialists. 

1.  No  doctrine  can  be  accepted,  which,  being  ostensibly  based 
upon  prophecy,  builds  itself  up  by  ignorance  of  first  principles 
for  the  sound  interpretation  of  prophecy.  This  is  habitually 
done  by  premillennarian  writers.     They  are  repeating  to-day 
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many  of  the  errors  of  opinion  found  among  the  Jews  of  Christ's 
time.  As  those  Jews  misunderstood  the  true  meaning  of  Old 
Testament  prophecy,  so  they  that  of  the  New  Testament 
They  misuse  prophetic  imagery.  In  this  particular  they  are 
oftentimes  even  more  inconsiderate  than  those  whom  they 
resemble ;  and  for  their  misuse  they  cannot  be  driven  by  any 
man's  logical  onset  to  make  any  consistent  defence.  Their 
stronghold  is  the  seventh  chapter  of  Daniel,  but  they  largely 
misinterpret  this  prophecy.  They  call  constantly  for  a  literal 
interpretation,  but  in  attempting  their  literal  interpretation  of 
prophecy  one  runs  great  risk  of  stultifying  the  writers  of 
prophecy.  They  themselves  are  led  to  expect  Christ  sitting 
bodily  on  Mount  Olivet,  the  Jews  his  chief  instrument  for  the 
conversion  of  the  nations,  violence  his  chief  method,  a  world 
made  up  of  men,  some  with  ordinary  physical  bodies,  and  some 
with  resuiTCction  bodies,  all  literally  worshiping  together  at 
Christ's  feet — ^these  things  and  other  like  things  which  are  too 
many  now  to  mention.  This  is  a  sort  of  literalism  which  is 
illiterate  and  leads  to  the  grossest  absurdities. 

They  refuse  also  the  help  of  history  in  the  interpretation  of 
prophecy.  This  refusal  is  expressly  made  by  Mr.  Darby.  "  I 
do  not  admit  history,"  says  this  writer,  "to  be  in  any  sense  nec- 
essary to  the  understanding  of  prophecy."  "I  believe  that 
the  attempt  to  interpret  prophecy  by  history  has  been  most 
injurious  to  the  ascertaining  of  its  real  meaning."  We  confi- 
dently assert  that  no  view  of  prophecy  could  be  more  opposite 
to  the  true  view.  To  say  that  prophecy  is  never  interpreted 
except  by  history  would  be  much  nearer  the  truth.  We,  there- 
fore, feel  much  more  confidence  in  the  interpretation  which  is 
historically  derived  than  in  that  which  is  given  us  by  Mr.  Dar- 
by. History  always  and  grandly  keeps  the  word  of  promise 
to  the  heart,  though  it  sometimes,  perhaps  usually,  breaks  it  to 
the  ear.  The  premillennialists  try  to  keep  it  to  the  ear,  but 
sadly  do  they  break  it  to  the  hearts  of  men.  Without  history 
we  do  not  know  the  meaning  of  prophecy,  either  to  the  mind 
of  the  prophet  himself,  or  as  correctly  interpreted  by  the  course 
of  the  ages. 

Their  mode  of  interpreting  prophecy  also  concentrates 
unduly  the  attention  upon  comparatively  unimportant  details* 
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In  many  of  their  discussioDS  we  feel  no  great  interest  With 
Prof  Cowles — we  do  not  care  to  debate  "  the  question  in  celes- 
tial geography  whether  this  earth,  purified  at  the  Inst  day,  is  to 
be  the  location  of  the  future  eternal  heaven." 

2,  No  theory  of  the  second  coming  can  be  true  which  con- 
tradicts the  facts  of  human  progress,  and  of  the  vast  contribu- 
tions to  this  progress  which  have  been  made  by  the  gospel.  To 
deny  these  facts  emasculates  the  gospel  of  its  power  to  engender 
life  in  the  world.  We  by  no  means  relish  much  of  the  inane 
boasting  about  progress  which  is  now  so  common.  It  is  hard, 
however,  to  see  how  any  thorough  and  healthy  research  into 
history  can  be  undertaken  without  establishing  the  fact  of 
progress.  It  is  the  growing  power  of  God's  forces.  It  is  the 
Liogos  shining  more  and  more  in  the  world.  This  we  call 
human  progress:  call  it  rather  God's  forward  movement 
through  the  ages.  Nor  can  it  reasonably  be  doubted  that  to 
this  progress  Christianity  has  largely  contributed.  If  this  be 
not  so,  Christianity  has  small  valid  claim  upon  us  for  accept- 
ance or  even  for  respect  If  it  has  been  working  for  eighteen 
centuries  upon  the  race  only  to  show  itself  a  failure,  what  con- 
fidence can  we  have  in  proclaiming  it  God's  power  for  the  sal- 
vation and  lifting  of  the  race  ?  The  following,  according  to 
the  view  maintained  by  the  writer  of  a  book,  entitled,  "  Hopes 
of  Ihe  Church^''  is  the  sum-total  of  the  Gospel's  showing.  **  All 
is  in  disorder."  ...  **  As  to  the  present,  that  is  the  time  dur- 
ing which  Christ  is  sitting  at  the  right  hand  of  God.  everything  is 
in  a  state  of  misery."  .  .  .  "Christendom  is  in  a  state  worse 
than  that  of  Jews  or  Pagans."  .  .  .  '^  Instead  of  permitting 
ourselves  to  hope  for  a  continued  progress  of  good,  we  must 
expect  a  progress  of  evil"  But  what,  may  we  not  ask,  is  the 
inevitable  conclusion  from  statements  such  as  these?  If  the 
Oospel  can  do  nothing  for  the  race,  the  race  does  not  want  the 
Gospel     Observe  then, 

8.  No  view  can  be  true  which  degrades  the  Gospel  as  a  present 
and  prospective  power  in  the  world  for  the  salvation  and  better- 
ing of  the  race.  It  is  against  this  degradation  of  the  Gospel  in 
its  connection  and  work  with  the  entire  race,  that  we  utter  our 
most  earnest .  protest  Strong  feelings  arise  in  the  heart,  and 
strong  language  is  apt  to  flow  from  the  pen,  when  we  see  such 
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a  comparatively  paltry  influenoe  assigned  to  the  preaching  of 
Christ's  cross  in  the  general  movement  of  the  kingdom  of 
heaven.  We  gratefiiUy  recognize  the  amiable  Christian  charac- 
ter of  many  of  those  whose  views  upon  this  subject  we  must 
strenuously  oppose.  The  worst  effect — as  is  seems  to  us  after 
a  candid  reading— of  the  dreary  and  disjointed  literature  with 
which  they  have  flooded  the  country  is  this,  that  it  tends  to 
shake  the  confidence  of  men  in  the  Gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  as  a  present  and  prospective  power  in  the  world.  It  is 
in  vain  for  the  advocates  of  the  view  to  disclaim  the  tendency. 
It  is  only  too  widely  and  too  obviously  apparent  They  who 
take  suet  a  doleful  view  of  the  GospeVs  past  have  of  course 
no  cheer  as  to  its  future  Dr.  Duffield  puts  the  issue  squarely. 
"  The  great  question,"  he  says,  which  forms  the  nucleus  of  the 
whole  discussion  is  one  and  very  simple — "  is  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  a  new  dispensation  to  be  introduced  on  earth  by  the 
visible  personal  coming  of  Christ?"  Let  the  issue  be  thus 
stated.  If  Jesus  teaches  anything  clearly,  he  clearly  teaches 
us  that  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  now,  and  has  been  since  his 
first  advent,  among  men.  His  first  cry  was,  "  The  time  is  ful- 
filled and  the  kingdom  of  God  is  at  hand."  "  The  kingdom  of 
God  is  preached  and  every  man  presseth  into  it :"  the  kingdom 
of  God  is  in  the  midst  of  you ;  to  this  teaching  the  entire  lives 
of  Christ  and  his  apostles  are  pledged.  The  whole  Church  in 
the  past  has  been  built  upon  the  teaching.  The  error  which 
denies  this  truth  is  fundamental  It  degrades,  as  to  a  matter 
of  prime  importance,  the  Gospel  of  our  Lord. 

This  premillennarian  view  degrades  the  Gospel  as  to  its  pro- 
duct also.  That  product  is  the  Church,  the  community  of 
believers  formed  by  the  work  of  the  Gospel.  But  the  Church, 
according  to  the  premillennarian  theory,  is  no  saving  power  in 
the  world ;  it  is  tolerated  only  until  the  time  for  sweeping  it 
jAway  shall  come. 

This  theory  also  degrades  the  Gospel  in  the  person  of  its 
author.  The  view  of  the  Saviour  which  the  theory  presents  is, 
though  certainly  not  thus  intended  by  its  advocates,  a  degrad- 
ing view.  It  is  a  return  to  the  old-time  erroneous  notions  of 
Messiah's  rule.  The  blood  of  Messiah  is  unavenged,  and  to 
avenge  it  we  must  go  back  to  the  literal  interpretation  of  the 
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passages  which  represent  him  as  threshing  the  heathen  in  anger, 
and  ruling  the  nations  with  a  rod  of  iron.  What  precisely  do 
these  writers  intend?  The  New  Testament  emphasizes  the 
power  of  Christ's  humiliation  and  death.  The  Cross  and  the 
preaching  of  it  are  the  power  of  God  for  winning  men.  If  we 
debase  the  power  of  spiritual  forces,  how  shall  we  expect  results 
&om  the  miraculous  working  of  forces  which  touch  only  the 
physical  man  ?  How  can  Christ — ^we  ask  the  question  rever- 
ently—except through  moral  and  spiritual  forces  convert  the 
world  ?  how  indeed  can  he  convert  it  at  all  if  it  will  have  suc- 
cessfully resisted  conversion  through  those  same  forces?  Will 
lie  thresh  sin  out  of  men  and  beat  salvation  into  them  by  dis- 
plays of  physical  force  ?  We  are  to  believe  his  word,  that  it 
is  far  better  for  us  and  for  his  cause  that  he  be  bodily  from  us 
in  order  to  be  spiritually  with  us  in  all  the  ages.  The  vic- 
torious Messiah,  trampling  out  his  enemies  by  visiting  physical 
disaster  upon  them,  then  reigning  in  bodily  presence  upon  the 
hills  that  surround  the  capital  of  little  Palestine,  would  have 
small  attractive  or  compelling  power  for  us,  compared  with  the 
crucified,  self-forgetful,  humble  Jeau&  Surely  this  is  a  gross 
and  false  conception  of  Messiah,  returned  to  fill  again  the 
imagination  of  men.  To  exalt  that  which  is  sensuous  in  its 
form  and  which  works  by  producing  sudden  and  great  convul- 
sions, above  the  slower,  more  secret  movement  of  spiritual 
forces  is  a  fundamental  mistake  in  the  interpretation  of  the  past 
of  Christ's  kingdom,  as  well  as  a  fundamental  error  in  the  con- 
ception of  its  future  development  We  recognize  the  influence 
of  epoch-making  catastrophes ;  but  after  all,  great  catastrophes 
generally  do  very  little  spiritually  for  those  who  are  in  the 
midst  of  them,  and  the  men  of  the  next  generation  at  once  for- 
get their  lessons.  What  reason  have  we  to  suppose  that  the 
bodily  descent  of  our  Lord  would  of  itself  do  more  to  change 
men's  souls,  than  did  his  presence  with  them  in  the  first  advent? 
Are  we  not  agreed  that  the  elements  of  real  power  in  that  first 
advent,  now  multiplied,  are  working  successfully  in  thousands 
of  places  where  the  golden  throne  of  king  Messiah  could  not 
be  set  up  ? 

Finally — ^no  theory  can  be  true  whose  l^itimate  tendency  is 
towards  the  letting  down  of  tone  in  the  whole  Christian  life. 
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We  have  no  wish  to  use  the  argumentum  ad  invidiam.  We 
deplore  that  we  are  forced  to  speak  in  this  manner  of  a  view 
which  many  Christian  brethren  hold.  We  are  moving,  how- 
ever, under  the  profound  injunction  of  Coleridge,  to  be  toler- 
ant of  men  and  motives,  but  to  be  intolerant  of  false  opinions. 

Upon  the  peg  of  constant  expectation  of  Christ's  bodily  pres- 
ence the  premillennialists  propose  to  hang  the  whole  Chuixsh. 
They  propose  what  is  psychologically  impossible.  The  Church 
cannot  live  for  centuries  in  intense  expectation  of  an  immediate 
realization  of  Christ's  bodily  coming.  For  his  coming  they  are 
always  to  watch.  But  if  they  watch  according  to  the  expecta- 
tion of  the  premillennialist,  the  hope  breaks  down.  And 
breaking,  it  carries  somewhat  down  the  Christian  character  of 
most  men  who  hold  the  hope.  Yet  it  is  this  precise,  well- 
defined  expectation  which  these  theorists  insist  is  necessary  for 
keeping  in  tone  the  Christian  life.  Not  so :  the  constant  spir- 
itual coming  of  Christ  does  this.  We  can  watch  for  Christ's 
spiritual  comings,  for  his  comings  in  history,  and  for  the 
sweetly  awfiil  coming  to  the  soul  in  death,  and  be  benefitted 
by  the  watching.  To  try  to  expect  that  which  we  have  no 
warrant  to  expect,  and  which  is  constantly  disappointing  us,  is 
injurious.  The  definite  statement  is  made  by  one  of  these 
writers  that  new  converts  should  be  especially  fed  upon  the 
doctrine  of  Christ's  speedy  bodily  advent  We  have  little 
doubt  what  would  be  the  effect  upon  them  of  such  pabulum. 
In  the  case  of  men  of  long  standing  in  the  Christian  life,  its 
obvious  tendency  appears  in  the  nourishing  of  a  condition 
which  seems  to  us  a  sort  of  refined  spiritual  selfishness. 

Some  of  these  writers  are  very  hard  upon  their  brethren  who 
do  not  hold  their  views.  The  Church  at  large  seems  to  them 
a  nest  of  unclean  birda  They  especially  distrust  missionary 
enterprises.  The  missionaries  and  their  supporters,  according 
to  Dr.  Lord,  "  are  acting  on  mistaken  notions  of  God's  purposes 
and  of  their  instrumentality,  and  will  be  disappointed."  Their 
error,  he  thinks,  is  in  many  instances  one  of  the  heart  also. 
Imagine  Paul's  fierce  denunciation  of  a  view  like  this — ^the  man 
who  had  gone  from  Jerusalem  in  a  circuit  to  Illyricum,  and 
late  in  life  purposed  to  reach  also  Spain,  preaching  the  Gospel. 
Let  it  be  distinctly  understood,  this  attitude  of  waiting  and 
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wailing  is,  in  our  opinion,  unmanly  and  well  calculated  to  real- 
ize the  teaching  of  the  men  who  take  the  attitude,  viz ;  that 
Christ's  Gospel  is,  for  the  regeneration  and  saving  of  the  race, 
a  proven  failure.  How  any  earnest  soul  can  be  satisfied  with 
such  a  selfish  theory  of  salvation,  it  is  hard  for  us  to  imagine. 
We  believe  that  the  men  are  far  better  than  their  theory ;  but 
as  to  the  tendencies  of  the  theory  we  have  no  doubt  It  tends 
to  unnerve  the  workman.  It  takes  the  heart  out  of  the  preacher 
of  the  Gospel,  who  especially  needs  to  feel  that,  when  Christ 
stands  by  him,  he  is  working  for  the  ages.  No  manly,  thought- 
ful workman  is  willing  to  measure  the  value  of  his  work  by 
its  immediate  results  alone.  He  wants  to  work  with  Christ  for 
tharace.  He  is  satisfied  only  if  he  can  have  a  place  in  the 
great  scheme  of  saving,  through  the  Gospel,  the  fallen  race. 
That  theologian^s  teaching  is  vitiated,  and  that  workman  is 
palsied,  who  leaves  out  of  his  estimate  of  the  Gospel  the  great 
conditions,  aspirations,  and  hopes,  which  concern  the  race  as  a 
race.  In  viewing  these  things  we  have  no  right  unnecessarily 
to  load  down  our  Christian  doctrine  with  opposition  to  the 
right  use  of  reason.  The  outlook  is  hopeful,  though  the  course 
"be  long.  The  ouUook  is  hopeful  because  the  course  is  long.  God — 
mysterious  as  the  thought  is,  awful  as  it  is  in  some  of  its  appli- 
cations, God  never  hurries.  In  his  sight  Christianity  is  not 
old.  She  is  now  in  her  infancy,  and  she  will  never  outlive, 
but  rather  continually  increase  the  vigor  of  her  youth.  There 
is  room  for  many,  many  comings,  in  blended  majesty  and  love, 
to  judge  and  to  liberate,  before  the  final  advent  of  him  whose 
right  it  is  to  rule. 
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Article  VIL— ADDRESS  OP  THE  CENTRAL  COMMIT- 
TEE OF  THE  OLD-CATHOLICS  FOR  NORTH  GER- 
MANY TO  THE  CATHOLICS  OF  GERMANY. 

Translated  from  the  Supplement  to  the  CMoqm  Ghueiie  of  Jan.  28th,  1874,  by 
Prol  Otto  Fbdeb«  Darmstadt. 

Catholic  Fellow  Citizens  I 

The  Central  Committee  of  the  Catholic  movement  in  North 
Gennany  have  hitherto  refrained,  on  principle,  from  making 
the  Church  questions  of  the  day  the  subject  of  a  public 
address  to  all  their  fellow  citizens  to  whom  they  are  united  by 
the  bond  of  a  common  faith,  however  favorable  the  opportuni- 
ties may  have  appeared,  and  however  frequently  they  may 
have  felt  called  upon  to  make  an  appeal.  The  state  of  affairs 
now  compels  us  to  depart  from  this  principle.  But  it  is  not 
with  a  view  to  take  advantage  of  an  inviting  opportunity  to 
agitate  for  party  purposes ;  but  rather,  impelled  by  the  vivid 
realization  of  the  great  bond  which  we  believe  unites  us  all,  in 
an  ecclesiastical,  as  well  as  in  a  national  point  of  view,  by 
the  clear  perception  of  the  great  interests  that  spring  from  this 
bond,  as  well  as  of  the  dangers  to  which  tm  are  equally  exposed^ 
we  undertake  to  lay  before  you  the  state  of  affairs,  the  origiti 
of  our  difficulties,  the  intensity  of  the  contrasts  making  a 
crisis  imminent,  and  to  call  for  a  serious  consideration  of  the 
duties  which  this  state  of  things  imposes  upon  you  as  men  of 
honor  and  conscience,  as  Christians,  as  men,  as  citizens,  and 
Germans. 

The  Church-question  has,  within  a  brief  space  of  time, 
entirely  changed  its  character  and  aspect  Instead  of  ^'^  the 
scholastic  dogmatic  inflammation^^^  as  it  was  called  in  the  first 
stage  of  its  development,  instead  of  the  purely  internal  concern 
of  the  **  Roman  Catholic  Church,"  there  appears  now  in  the 
centre  and  foreground  of  irrepressible  conflict,  a  most  funda- 
mental opposition  of  those  two  powers^  on  whose  intimate  and 
organic  connection  the  whole  edifice  of  soda'  order  heretofore  rested; 
a  conflict  between  '^  State  and  Church,"  raging  wnh  an  inten- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1874]  Old'OaAoltcs  for  North  Oermany.  886 

sity  and  bitterness  till  now  unknown.  The  execution  of  laws 
which  have  been  enacted  in  Prussia  to  regulate  the  difficulties 
produced  by  ecclesiastical  events,  is  everywhere  impeded  and 
arrested  by  the  systematic  opposition  of  the  bishops  of  the 
land,  who,  listening  to  the  injunctions  of  the  "  man  outside  of 
Germany,"  have  met  in  an  episcopal  conference,  and  passed 
the  word  not  to  obey  these  laws,  to  treat  them  as  not  binding 
on  themselves,  and — ^the  word  was  followed  by  the  deed  I  This 
deed,  however,  or  rather  this  studious  omission  of  what  the 
law  required  to  be  done,  has  then  been  followed  by  a  whole 
series  of  enactments  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  the  author- 
ity of  the  law  and  the  government:  the  judicial  condemnation 
of  the  refractory  parties  to  pecuniary  fines,  up  to  the  highest 
measure  as  provided  by  law,  to  imprisonment  for  several  years, 
to  the  withholding  of  the  temporalities,  the  closing  of  inter- 
nates,  and  clerical  seminaries,  the  prohibition  of  official  func- 
tions on  the  part  of  ill^ally  appointed  curates,  the  inhibition 
of  divine  service  in  different  places,  the  preparations  for  the 
deposition  of  a  bishop  I  This  now  is,  on  the  other  side,  called 
a  **  persecution  of  the  Church"  a  "  persecution  of  Christians  after 
the  manner  of  Diocletian" — ^the  Polish  primate  calls  the  official 
enumeration  of  his  many  and  heavy  misdemeanors  against  his 
lawful  king  and  sovereign,  even  a  "  testimony  of  his  faithfulness 
to  God"  and  of  the  conscientious  discharge  of  his  episcopal 
duties,  and  Pius  IX.  speaks  in  his  latest  Encyclica  of  the  spec- 
tacle which  the  manly  "  confessors"  in  Prussia  are  giving  to  the 
angels  and  to  men.  And  the  Catholic  people  ?  The  Catholic 
people  having  all  the  time  become  more  and  more  excited  by 
the  prayers  commanded  from  above  for  the  "persecuted 
church,"  and  for  the  "  holy  prisoner  in  the  Vatican,"  the  Cath- 
olic people  return,  instead  of  82  as  formerly,  98  deputies  of  the 
Centre  party,  whose  leaders  open  the  present  parlimentary  cam- 
paign with  the  motion  for  a  resolution  and  a  law  declaring 
peace  only  attainable  by  a  return  to  the  approved  principles  of 
the  time  before  1871,  and  by  which  the  May  laws  are  to  be 
abolished;  and  our  neighbor,  France,  panting  for  revenge, 
watches  with  es^emess  and  satisfaction  the  progress  of  interne- 
cine strife  among  her  conquerors.  Consequently  a  vista  of 
difficulties  of  the  most  serious  kind,  and  of  ever  increasing  pro- 
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portions  is  open  before  us,  which,  considering  the  nature  of  the 
principles  in  opposition,  as  well  as  the  standpoint  and  the 
potential  means  of  the  adversaries,  must  appear  endless,  or 
admit  of  a  termination  only  by  a  resort  to  the  alternative  of 
^'bending  or  breaking"  ^  result,  the  incalculable  consequences 
of  which  will  fall  precisely  upon  the  most  innocent  party, 
nameh-  the  Catholic  people.  It  is  impossible  that  the  leading 
State  of  Germany  should  waver,  or  hesitate  even  for  a 
moment,  on  the  path  it  has  entered,  without  incurring  the  ver- 
dict that  it  is  "going  to  Oanossa;"  on  the  other  hand,  the 
inevitably  increasing  rigor  of  its  just  executive  measures, 
must,  for  its  Catholic  subjects,  produce  a  state  of  things  which 
will  amount  in  fact  to  an  Interdict,  a  weapon  which,  in  times 
gone  by,  used  to  be  the  ultima  ratio  of  the  Soman  pontiff'  when 
he  wished  to  break  the  opposition  of  worldly  princes  by  the 
prospect  of  a  rebellion,  if  their  subjects  should  be  prevented 
in  the  exercise  of  their  religion.  This  state  of  things  admits 
of  no  indifference  on  the  part  of  any  man  that  takes  a  lively" 
interest  of  any  kind  in  the  weal  or  woe  of  the  people ;  he  will 
have  to  ask  himself:  What  is  the  cause  of  all  this,  where  is  the 
help  and  the  remedy,  and  of  what  avail  can  be  the  efforts  of 
individuals  ? 


The  first  cause,  the  source  of  this  strife  and  apparently  hope- 
less confusion,  is  known  well  enough,  but  hardly  a  suspicion 
seems  to  be  entertained  that  this  first  cause  would  have  re- 
mained entirely  inefficient  without  the  intervention  of  a  second 
cooperative  causa  And  this  second  cause  is  the  attitude  of 
the  people  themselves ;  it  lies  in  the  feet,  that  the  evil  is  not 
traced  to  its  origin,  but  is  looked  for  in  its  pathological  symp- 
toms, in  the  effects  of  the  first  cause,  which  alone  are  combatted 
and  sought  to  be  removed.  Everywhere  the  cry  is  raised: 
"  Up  to  battle  against  Ultramontanism  I  Its  aim  is  the  ruin  of 
civilization,  its  means,  the  uprooting  of  moral  order,  its  sys- 
tem, the  world  of  painted  sepulchres!"  And  the  number  of 
combatants  against  this  system  is  not  small,  their  armor  is 
splendid,  their  intentions  are  said  to  be  excellent  But  all 
efforts  to  put  a  stop  to  the  spreading  of  the  Ultramontane  spirit 
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prove  unavailing;  its  realm,  though  fair  to  view  from  with- 
out, is  inwardly  full  of  uncleanness  and  dead  me?i^s  bones, 
yet  grows  from  day  to  day;  whole  States  have  already  suc- 
cumbed to  its  power;  France  has  declared  herself  its  vassal, 
and  we  live  to  see  that  its  heralds  make  bold  to  challenge  the 
most  powerful  State  in  the  heart  of  Europe :  Darest  thou  cross 
me  ?  Then  war  thou  shalt  have,  unless  thou  don  the  garb  of 
repentance  and  walk  in  the  way  to  Canossa. 

It  is  now  time,  instead  of  forever  enumerating  the  many 
individual  delinquencies  and  sins  of  Ultramontanism,  to  ask 
for  once  the  question  seriously ;  whence  does  Ultramontanism, 
in  spite  of  its  internal  nullity  and  corruption,  derive  its  unde- 
niable external  power  ?  The  answer  will  be  found  in  the  fol- 
lowing positions : 

1.  It  has  succeeded — and  not  without  the  aid  of  many  of  its 
adversaries — in  concealing  its  real  principle  and  essence,  in 
diverting  attention  from  the  fundamental  and  comer-stone  of 
its  whole  organization,  its  only  vulnerable  point,  and  in  con- 
fronting its  opponents  with  the  consequences  of  its  principle, 
the  emanations  of  its  essence,  as  though  these  were  the  objects 
of  attack. 

2.  Deceived,  and  deceiving  themselves  as  to  the  true  nature 
of  the  Ultramontane  danger,  people  place  their  entire  confidence 
in  a  power  which  from  its  nature  is  not  a  match  for  its  adver- 
sary ;  they  set  a  multitude  of  means  in  operation  which  posi- 
tively cannot  heal  or  remove,  but  only  increase  and  spread  the 
evil,  and  one  most  simple,  powerfully  operating  remedy  is  left 
unused,  untried.  Concerning  the  first  point,  we  must  limit  our- 
selves to  a  few  observations.  What  are  first  of  all  the  tactics 
of  Ultramontanism  ?  It  divides  the  world  into  halves,  into  the 
internal  (superior)  world,  and  the  external  (inferior) ;  it  claims 
the  former  as  its  own  domain,  and  thus  securely  conceals  its 
principle  and  the  basis  of  its  operations  from  view.  Why  does 
it  leave  the  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  who  are  not 
inwardly  convinced  of  the  truth  of  its  lately  defined  dogma, 
who  positively  do  not  believe  it,  who  even  scoff  at  it  in  private, 
but  think  it  superfluous,  inconvenient,  and  unwise  to  declare 
their  disbelief  openly,  why  does  it  leave  these  "  faithful  chil- 
dren" of  its  *' church"  in  full  possession  of  all  their  Church 
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rights,  honors  and  dignities,  and  empty  all  the  vials  of  its 
wrath  and  curses  upon  the  heads  of  those  who,  impelled  by  a 
love  of  truth,  make  this  dogma  the  subject  of  a  serious  public 
criticism  and  protest  ?  It  acts  thus,  because  it  has  nothing  to 
fear  from  the  nullity  itself  of  its  principle,  but  everything  from 
the  knowledge  of  this  nullity  on  the  part  of  the  world.  Whence 
comes  the  aflfected  "surprise,"  the  "murmurs,"  the  "commo- 
tion," the  anger  of  the  Centre  party,  whenever  in  the  course  of 
the  debates  on  questions  of  Church  policy,  a  speaker  chances 
to  mention  the  18th  July  ?  Is  not  then  the  discussion  on  the 
point  of  touching  upon  the  doctrine  of  the  source  of  infallible 
knowledge  in  matters  of  faith  and  morals,  upon  the  doctrine 
which  has  been  defined  as  enhancing  both  the  glory  of  Ood, 
the  authority  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  the  welfare  of  nations ; 
hence  upon  a  doctrine  from  which,  as  from  the  source  of-  all 
knowledge,  according  to  the  views  of  its  believers,  the  bright- 
est light  is  shed  on  all  questions  of  politics,  law,  and  social 
order,  and  from  which  infallible  consequences  should  flow  ? 
With  what  joy  ought  not  the  advocates  of  Ultramontanism  to 
welcome  debate  on  the  glorious  event,  with  what  zeal  should 
not  that  truth  be  set  forth  and  unfolded  in  all  its  consequences, 
which  to  them  is  the  principle  of  everything  ?  But  no,  their 
answer  is  a  demonstration  of  surprise,  murmurs,  etc.  The  Uni- 
versal Dogma,  the  rock  of  the  Church,  all  at  once,  has  clearly 
nothing  to  do  with  political  or  national  questions,  aye,  not  even 
with  questions  of  Church  policy ;  it  is  merely  an  internal  con- 
cern of  the  Church  I  One  would  think  these  Ultramontane 
tactics  were  palpable  indeed.  But  though  incredible,  it  is  nev- 
ertheless true,  that  people  laugh  and  make  the  keenest  jokes 
on  the  source  of  the  InfeUibity  of  the  18th  July ;  but  to  draw 
practical  consequences  from  the  absolute  nullity  of  the  dogma, 
to  neutralize  its  theoretical  and  practical  consequences  by  a 
logical  inference  from  the  nullity  of  the  principle,  such  a  course 
is  never  thought  of,  or,  if  thought  of,  is  not  pursued ;  it  is  con- 
sidered impolitic.  Thus  Ultramontanism  has  secured  its  treas- 
ure, while  its  opponents  are  just  where  it  wishes  to  have  them, 
entangled  in  the  conflict  with  the  consequences  of  a  principle  which 
itself  remains  unchanged.  Then  come,  in  endless  array,  the 
doctrines  of  papal  utterances,  ancient  and  modem,  from  the 
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bull  ^\unam  sanctam^'^  and  the  syllabus;  the  dominion — the 
dominion  over  every  creature,  the  superiority  of  the  Kingdom 
of  Ood  (the  inner  world)  oyer  the  kingdoms  of  this  world,  of 
the  laws  of  God  over  those  of  men ;  the  State  that  refuses  to 
lend  its  strong  arm  to  the  Church,  or  does  not  receive  the 
power  from  God  via  Rome,  is  outside  of  the  ethic  order  of  the 
world,  and  if  it  sets  any  bounds  to  the  influence  of  the  blindly 
obedient  organs  of  the  Infallible  one,  then  it  is  denounced  as 
persecuting  the  Church  ;  oaths  sworn  to  the  State  are  only  con- 
ditionally binding,  etc.  All  this  is  now  to  pass  merely  for 
ITltramontane  excrescences  of  the  Catholic  Church,  as  mere  cler- 
ical assumption,  arrogance,  tchunsj  and  sophisms.  But  to  believe 
this  would  be  as  unreasonable  as  if  we  were  to  consider  the 
thorns  that  tear  our  clothes  and  lacerate  our  hands  only  as 
accidental  excrescences  of  the  thorn-bush,  which  has  been  suf- 
fered to  grow  in  our  garden  instead  of  the  fig-tree,  and  that 
both  were  intrinsically  of  the  same  worth.  Not  a  single  one  of 
these  doctrines  is  accidental  or  spontaneous,  so  that  without 
them  Ultramontanism  would  still  remain  what  it  is ;  but  each 
one  is  essential  to  it,  and  after  the  ITltramontane  system  had 
been  allowed  to  constitute  itself  as  the  Church,  every  negation 
of  those  dogmas  became  a  negation  of  this  ^'  Church"  itsell  If 
the  oiganization  which  now  calls  itself  the  Catholic  Church,, 
and  which  is  officially  and  unofficially  called  so,  is  the  real 
Intimate  successor  of  the  old  Church,  which  was  essentially 
and  intimately  connected  with  the  State  and  civilization,  if 
between  to-day  and  the  time  before  the  18th  July,  1870, 
nothing  has  occurred  by  which  this  internal  bond  and  the 
legal  continuity  of  the  Church  itseK  has  been  secured,  and  by 
which  a  new  church  system  has  been  substituted  for  the  old, 
then  indeed  is  Germany,  is  the  State,  the  disturber  of  the  peace,, 
and  what  the  latter  calls  its  self-defense,  is  only  the  opening  of 
hostilities  against  the  old  Church,  and  then  the  demand  of  a 
return  to  the  approved  principles  of  former  times  appears  per- 
fectly justified.  Let  people  scoff  as  they  please  at  tliis  strange^ 
Kingdom  of  God,  at  these  laws  of  God ;  let  them  be  horrified 
at  the  frivolity  of  such  an  Anthropomorphism ;  but  if  they 
lack  the  requisite  qualifications,  or  the  ethic  power,  to  recog- 
nize and  to  treat  the  infallible  teacher  of  the  identification. 
VOL.  XXXIII.  26 
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of  the  Human  with  the  Divine  as  a  usurper,  then  they  will 
butt  in  vain  at  the  solid  syllc^sm  which  rests  on  the  funda- 
mental doctrine  of  papal  Infallibility.  It  is  therefore  extremely 
silly  to  say  that  the  18th  July  has  only  given  the  form  of  law 
to  ancient  practice.  Just  here  the  stupendous  change  has  been 
wrought ;  this  very  dogma  is  the  foundation  of  the  whole  sys- 
tem, and  with  it,  it  is  to  be,  or  not  to  be.  We  justly  regard 
the  above  syllogism  as  absurd  and  monstrous,  and  reject  and 
condemn  the  claims  of  Ultramontanism,  one  and  all.  But  to 
do  this  with  practical  effect,  we  must  attack  the  fundamental 
doctrine  itself  upon  which  these  claims  are  based,  and  not  the 
deductions  merely ;  we  must  cut  down  the  tree  that  bears  only 
thorns  instead  of  figs,  and  not  turn  our  hands  merely  against  its 
fruits. 

a 

This  brings  us  to  the  second  question,  and  we  have  now  to 
ask :  What  is  the  real  character  of  the  UUramontane  danger?  In 
reply,  we  would  first  put  a  counter-question :  Where  and  in 
what  manner  does  Ultramontanism  attack  the  State,  or  civiliza- 
tion in  general,  and  Germany  in  particular  ?  Does  an  army  of 
crusaders  threaten  our  borders,  or  is  the  "  Pope-king"  about  to 
usurp  the  sovereignty  of  the  land  and  delegate  the  powers  of 
the  State  to  his  holy  offices?  Have  the  contents  of  "  Cbnvt 
cum  et  apostolatiMs,^^  or  other  pulpit  doctrines  been  practically 
realized,  and  has  the  normal  operation  of  our  State  institutions 
been  interrupted  in  consequence  ;  or  is  there  anything  of  the 
kind  to  be  apprehended  ?  All  such  fears  are  absurd,  will  be 
the  truthful  answer ;  and  all  that  is  commonly  thought  of  in 
connection  with  "  Ultramontane  danger"  is  hardly  less  unsub- 
stantial ;  nothing  of  that  sort  need  excite  the  vigilance  of  a 
statesman  of  the  19th  century.  If  there  were  no  other  way  in 
which  the  Ultramontane  Church  could  endanger  the  State  as 
the  bearer  of  civilization,  could  not  only  theoretically  oppose 
but  efficiently  attack,  embarrass,  and  weaken  it,  then  indeed  it 
would  be  easy  for  the  party  of  the  Centre  to  rebutt  the  charge, 
that  the  fundamental  dogma  is  a  danger  to  the  State.  But 
there  is,  in  sooth,  a  different  way. 

The  two  halves  of  the  moral  world  have  their  mutual  line  of 
demarcation  traced  in  the  outer  life  of  man  ;  but  their  lines  of 
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oontact  enter  into  his  consciousness,  into  the  spiritual  heart  of 
individuals  and  entire  nations.  It  is  here  alone  that  the  rela- 
tion of  man  to  Him  who  is  above  all  (we  call  it  religion,  i.  e., 
feeling,  inner  perception  of  our  dependence  on  an  eternal 
fundamental  cause  of  all  life,  and  of  the  moral  world)  connects 
itself  with  his  self -consciousness  and  his  relations  to  others  and 
to  nature.  And  all  well-being,  all  peace,  all  inward  serenity 
and  outward  efforts  of  individuals,  as  well  as  nations,  are 
dependent  on  the  health  and  strength  of  this  spiritual  heart. 
To  the  Church,  this  point  is  easily  and  directly  accessible ;  its 
very  existence,  its  forms  of  worship,  its  doctrines,  have  for 
their  immediate  object  the  human  heart,  which  yearns  to  be 
ever  re-invigorated,  lifted  up  and  ennobled  by  fellowship  in 
holiness  ;  but  it  is  hardly,  and  only  very  indirectly,  and,  at  aU 
events,  very  imperfectly  within  the  power  of  the  State,  to 
arrive  at  a  point  whence  it  can  influence  the  spiritual  heart. 
Wherein  does  the  "  Ultramontane  danger"  consist  then  ? 
Essentially  in  the  weakening^  corrupting^  debasiyig,  of  the  spiritual 
heartj  of  Christian  reUgicus  faiOu  And  how  vast  is  the  progress 
that  has  already  been  made  in  this  direction  ?  The  heart  into 
which  God  has  written  his  eternal  covenant  with  the  human 
race,  is — so  implies  the  system  of  the  Vatican  dogma — an 
"  inanime  qiuxidam^"  a  soulless  thing,  an  empty  tablet,  only  des- 
tined to  be  written  over  with  scholastic  ''  definitions"  and  com- 
mandments coming  from  without ;  the  living  Mediator,  who 
promised  to  be  always  with  us,  is  replaced  by  a  substitute ; 
instead  of  listening  to  the  Spirit  that,  spread  abroad  in  our 
hearts  through  love,  speaks  to  our  spirit  of  the  hidden  things 
of  God,  that  reminds  us  of  all  the  words  of  eternal  life,  and 
whose  speech  becomes  intelligible  and  plain  to  us  in  that  which 
has  been  believed  in  everywhere,  at  all  times,  and  by  all — 
instead  of  this,  we  are  to  believe  in  an  oracle  severed  from  the 
conscious  mind  of  humanity,  from  reason  and  history,  poised 
upon  its  own  naked  egoism  ;  instead  of  the  renewing  power  of 
the  spirit,  we  are  to  walk  in  antiquated  literalness  and  soulless 
formality ;  instead  of  cooperating  from  our  conviction  with  the 
power  of  God,  we  are  to  sacrifice  our  intelligence,  our  reason, 
in  cadaverous  obedience  to  spiritual  impotence  and  selfishness. 
Instead  of  the  honor  of  being  children  of  God,  and  fellow  heirs 
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"Vrith  Christ,  we  are  to  feel  elated  by  being  clothed  upon  with 
fealty  to  the  pope,  and  forget  in  this  slavery  that  we  are  of 
royal  lineage ;  instead  of  worshipping  God  in  spirit  and  in 
truth,  we  are  to  pervert  through  pope,  and  image-worship,  the 
honor  of  God  into  the  likeness  of  the  creature,  etc.  It  is  com- 
monly objected  that  this  horrible  perversion  of  conscience  is 
just  merely  an  internal  concern  of  the  Church,  that  it  does  not 
attack  the  State,  nor  endanger  it!  No  doubt  the  State  has 
neither  the  means  nor  the  authority  to  meddle  with  the  cure  of 
this  disease  of  the  heart ;  but  it  is  precisely  the  State,  the  civil, 
national,  and  social  life,  that  has  to  bear  the  consequences. 
The  corruption  of  the  basis  of  life  adulterates  and  decomposes 
at  once  all  the  conscious  relations  of  individuals  with  one 
another  and  with  the  world  at  large.  Above  all  for  a  church, 
which  is  essentially  a  "  community*'  and  which  is  called  Oath- 
olic^  general^  or,  still  more  properly,  entire^  because  it  neces- 
sarily pre-supposes  individual  nations  and  national  churches  as 
independent  members  and  representatives  of  the  human  family 
gathered  in  Christ,  for  such  a  church,  that  spirit  of  perversion 
substitutes  priestly  dominion  which,  just  as  the  heathenish 
Boman  empire  formerly  was  founded  on  the  ruins  of  national 
existences,  has  a  dovimas  et  deus  nosier  at  its  head  and  none  but 
slavishly  subjected  atoms  of  humanity  for  its  subjects.  Such  a 
church  is  the  very  ideal  of  governmental  absolutism,  and  matures 
also  in  the  political  field  this  highest  and  last  deformity ;  it  with- 
draws furthermore  the  heart  from  the  natural  connections  of 
family  and  nationality,  from  active  participation  in  the  lawful 
interests  of  the  fatherland  and  of  the  popular  development  of 
civilization ;  but  it  stimulates,  upon  occasion,  from  Jesuitical 
policy,  the  national  feeling,  until  it  culminates  in  the  fixed  idea 
of  a  '*  chosen  people,"  and  avails  itself  of  this  madness  as  a 
means  of  reestablishing  the  temporal  kingdom  of  the  "  Repre- 
sentative of  God."  It  has  been  objected  that  all  this  is  but 
an  old  story  and  dates  from  distant  times ;  the  18th  July  has 
wrought  no  danger  in  this  I  We  have  already  exposed  the 
absurdity  of  this  objection.  The  stupendous  change  effected 
by  the  18th  July  is  revealed  by  the  fact  that  now  the  disease 
is  dogmatically  declared  to  be  health,  the  deformity  to  be  the 
normal  shape,  corruption  to  be  the  primitive  state,  while  the 
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whole  system  of  perversion  and  Bomanization  has  now  receiyed 
the  seal  of  sacred  authority — so  that,  to  the  people,  it  looks  as 
if  this  were  a  "revelation  from  Qt)d/'  as  if  "  commandments 
and  laws  of  Ood"  were  promulgated  which  had  to  be  obeyed 
above  and  before  all  human  laws  on  pain  of  the  loss  of  eternal 
hopea  Thus  the  "  animus  hostili^^^  a  disposition  hostile  to 
civil  and  national  interests,  has  found  entrance  and  scope,  and 
from  this  disposition  to  active  rebellion  in  favor  of  the  "  perse- 
cuted church,''  is,  we  will  not  say  but  a  step,  yet  certainly  no 
farther  than  need  be,  to  grasp  a  favorable  chance  oflfered  from 
without  A  portion  of  the  people  turn  with  horror  from  the 
VJtramantane  "  nonsense ;"  communion  with  the  other  portion 
is  rejected  on  the  only  ground  where  a  real  union  of  individ- 
uals can  exist  In  its  place,  a  feeling  of  estrangement,  envy, 
hatred,  pervades  the  people  and  makes  them  look  to  the  ranks 
of  the  most  overbearing  order  of  all  for  its  leaders  and  &thers. 
The  national  unity  is  destroyed  and  the  people  are  divided  into 
two  strata  separated  by  an  impassable  gulf.  Religion  on  the 
one  side  becomes  Paganism,  on  the  other  Scepticism  and  lofi- 
delity.  In  view  of  this  cause  of  our  troubles  and  of  this  char- 
acter of  the  Ultramontane  periL  the  expedients  contemplated 
to  redress  the  evil  and  avert  the  danger  must  excite  astonish- 
ment and  wonder.  A  path  is  pursued  by  which  the  real 
enemy  cannot  be  attacked  and  reached ;  confidence  is  placed 
in  a  power  which  from  its  very  ncUure  is  not  able  to  cope  with 
the  adversary ;  and  thai  only  power  which  by  nature  is  both 
qualified  and  called  to  uproot  the  evil,  is  left  uunoticed,  pushed 
aside,  uay  possibly  mistaken  for  the  real  enemy,  and  impeded 
in  its  operations ;  all  strength  is  wasted  in  a  useless  struggle 
with  the  shadow  of  the  giant,  while  a  most  simple,  ready,  and 
decisive  agency,  both  for  the  present  and  the  future,  is  left 
unused,  untried. 

It  is  natural  that,  on  looking  around  for  a  helping  fiandj  our 
first  expectation  should  turn  towards  the  ASfeefe,  even  that  State 
which  guides  the  destinies  of  G-ermany.  Our  second  glance, 
however  must  tell  us  at  once  that  the  State  cannot  be  that 
power  from  which  a  real  suppression  of  the  Ultramontane  peril, 
or  even  a  real  solution  of  the  momentary  difficulty,  may  be 
expected.     The  State,  by  means  of  its  legislation,  establishes  a 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


894  Address  of  the  Central  Committee  of  the  [April, 

new  external  order  in  place  of  the  external  con:^sion  so 
thoroughly  effected  by  the  18th  July ;  this  new  order  can  be 
enforced  through  the  organs  of  its  government,  and  any  upris- 
ing against  this  external  order  can  be  crushed  by  judicial 
power ;  but  all  this  t^nnot  avail  to  remove  the  venom  which 
has  penetrated  into  the  vitals  of  the  people ;  the  "  animiLS  hos- 
tilts'*  of  the  clergy  is  not  suppressed,  the  illusion  of  the  people, 
concerning  the  persecution  of  their  Church,  is  not  dispelled, 
the  Ultramontane  danger  to  the  State  is  not  removed.  The 
seat  of  the  evil  cannot  be  reached  by  the  State,  whose  sphere  of 
action  lies  elsewhere.     The  State  itself  stands  in  need  of  help. 

The  power  which  by  nature  is  opposed  to  Ultramontanism, 
and,  because  naturally  a  match  for  it,  is  qualified  and  called  to 
uproot  it,  is  Old-  Catholicism.  In  saying  this  we  do  not  boast. 
For  what  is  Old-Catholicism  ?  Surely  not,  as  it  is  commonly 
defined,  the  ^'ecclesiastical  or  religious  association  of  those 
Catholics  that  have  protested  against  the  dogma  of  In&lli- 
bility  ?"  If  this  were  all,  its  power  would  be  small  indeed, 
nor  could  it  be  explained  why  it  has  been  able  to  attract  so 
much  general  attention  as  it  undeniably  has.  No,  not  on  the 
power  of  majorities  and  masses  could  we  rely  in  face  of  an 
adversary  numbering  one  hundred  and  eighty  millions,  as 
alleged,  when  we,  not  one  hundred  laymen,  at  the  meeting  at 
Konigswinter,  on  the  14th  August,  1870,  and  fourteen  of  the 
most  conspicuous  representatives  of  science  and  of  tlie  clergy 
at  the  Nurnberg  conference,  of  the  25th-27th  August  of  the 
same  year,  first  ventured  to  give  to  the  Old-Catholic  movement 
a  formal  expression ;  we  had  to  trust  in  something  very  dif- 
ferent from  power  of  knowledge^  acquaintance  with  the  cause,  and 
individual  power  of  mind,  when  we  saw  that  scientific  attain- 
ments were  not  able  to  preserve  even  the  most  intelligent  and 
best  from  folly  and  the  fiall ;  something  very  diflFerent  from  the 
popularity  of  our  movement  among  the  "  educated*  and  the  liberals 
was  needed,  to  animate  and  sustain  us  undismayed,  when  this 
popularity,  as  we  had  soon  enough  occasion  to  learn,  brought 
us  nothing  but  an  increase  of  unpopularity  and  hatred  from  the 
other  side. 

What  then  was  and  is  this  other  reliance  f  It  is  the  Old-Cath* 
olic  cause  itself,  the  positive  side  of  faith,  which  our  leaders 
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have,  by  a  withering  scientific  criticism  of  the  system  of 
InfallibiUty,  rescued  from  its  obscuration  by  Romanism, 
the  &ith  which  they  have  placed  upon  the  candlestick 
and  sought  to  render  once  more  effective;  it  is  even  the 
pure  heart  the  holy  aspiration  of  the  entire  human  race,  and 
Old'Catholicism  must  be  defined  as  Catholicism  in  its  ever  un* 
changing  essence^  and  in  the  form  and  shape  demanded  by  t/ie 
times.  The  act  of  the  18th  July,  1870,  by  which  Bomanism 
proclaimed  its  absolute  ^oism  and  seceded  from  the  commun- 
ion of  Christian  heart  fellowship,  consequently  excommunicated 
itself,  gave  thus  again  a  concrete  being  to  Catholicism  as  freed 
from  the  yoke  of  Bomanism ;  the  same  act,  by  which  the  mere 
form  and  a  particular  development  of  the  Church  were  substi- 
tuted for  the  whole,,  for  the  Catholic  Church  itself,  restored  to 
the  deeply  hidden  essence  of  the  Church  once  more  a  form  and 
fashion  suitable  to  the  times.  A  German  thinker  of  the  first 
order,  and  faithful  Catholic  withal,  once  uttered  the  character- 
istic words:  Catholicism  is  the  strength  of  Papism;  Papism, 
however,  is  the  weakness  of  Catholicism.  All  the  disfigure- 
ments with  which  Bomanism  and  the  selfishness  of  men  gen- 
erally have,  in  the  course  of  centuries,  covered  up  the  ideal  and 
pure  essence  of  the  Church,  have  not  been  able  to  abolish  the 
l^itimacy,  the  authority,  and  the  honor  which  the  "  Roman 
Catholic"  Church  possessed  and  enjoyed  in  its  Catholicity,  uni- 
versality, and  historical  continuity  ;  the  Boman  realism  of  the 
Church  was  forgiven  in  view  of  the  grandeur  of  Catholic  ideal- 
ism. On  the  other  band,  however,  its  Boman  character  was  in 
the  eyes  of  many  the  very  stumbling  block  that  forbade  them 
to  recognize  in  it  the  Church,  and  the  obstacle  to  their  return 
into  the  paternal  mansion.  The  act  of  the  18th  July  has 
irrevocably  severed  the  two  parties.  Catholicism  has  been 
delivered  from  the  elezhent  that  weakened  it  and  made  it  sub- 
ject to  criticism :  it  can  henceforth  set  its  ideal  force  in  motion. 
All  this  would  but  amount  to  empty  words  and  phrases — ^as 
empty  and  objectionable  as  the  imposition  practiced  on  the 
opposite  side  by  their  appeals  to  the  "  Word  of  God,  the  laws 
of  God,"  etc. — if  we  were  to  lift  to  the  seat  of  holiness  which 
belongs  to  the  Supreme  Being  our  mere  personal  conceptions 
and  opinions  concerning  what  has  been  believed  everywhere, 
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always,  and  by  all,  or  if  we  pretended  to  have  the  true  heart  of 
humanity,  in  the  shrine  of  our  egoism,  of  our  selfish  thoughts 
and  interests,  severed  from  history  and  mankind,  if  we  were  to 
identify  our  particularism  with  the  just  claims  of  the  whole 
human  race.  But,  protesting  against  the  Infallibility  of  the 
pope,  we  have  protested  at  the  same  time  against  any  substitu- 
tion of  man  in  the  place  of  God,  no  matter  by  whom  and  in 
what  form*  A  movement,  however,  which  turns  against  the 
principle  of  selfishness  cannot  itself  arise  from  selfishness,  but 
can  only  live  in  and  proceed  from  the  pure  essence  of  humanity, 
from  its  very  heart,  sullied  and  weakened  by  no  selfishness, 
participated  in  by  all,  and  restored  by  Christ  to  its  pristine 
quality.  This,  however,  the  divine  power  in  man,  not  man 
himself,  but  above  man,  and  the  living  faith  and  firm  trust  in 
that  power,  is  truly  not  a  phrase,  or  a  conceit,  but  the  sum  of 
all  powers,  and  especially  the  cure  for  all  the  heart  diseases  of 
the  times,  and  for  UltramontanisuL  Whoever  believes  in  this 
power,  trusts  in  it  and  employs  its  agency  to  wipe  out  the 
shame  and  disgrace  with  which  Bomanism  has  covered  religion 
and  Christianity  at  large,  is — Old-Catholic,  whatever  else  he 
may  call  himself.    ' 

But  in  the  Old-Catholic  movement  there  dwells  something 
of  this  universal  power.  Ultramontanism,  and  Bome  herself, 
feel  it,  though  indistinctly  yet  unmistakably,  and  of  this  feeling 
we  have  the  clearest  testimony.  For,  let  us  ask,  what  motive 
accounts  for  the  gathering  of  an  assembly  like  that  of  the 
Vatican  Council  7  Doubtless  the  dogmatization  of  papal  Infal- 
libility I  But  why  this  definition  ?  What  occasion  was  there 
for  it?  There  is  but  one  answer.  The  object  was  to  break 
down  a  power  which  was  an  obstacle  to  the  formal  crowning  of 
papal  and  hierarchical  absolutism,  the  substitution  in  the  place 
of  God.  Of  this  obstacle  hardly  a  perceptible  trace  was  left  in 
Bomanic  countries;  the  doctrine  of  the  ^'  InfitUible  Vicar  of  God" 
needed  no  preacher  there  among  one-half  of  the  population,  and 
found  no  audience  in  the  other ;  the  definition  was  therefore 
partly  superfluous,  partly  aimlesa  The  Germanic  spirit  alone, 
which  had  not  yet  accepted  the  idea  of  a  dualism  of  divine  author- 
ity and  human  liberty,  revelation  and  science,  the  German  relig- 
.ous  heart,  or,  according  to  the  style  of  the  Soman  See,  Germany 
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reeking  with  heresy,  was  felt  at  Rome  to  be  the  centre  of  obsta- 
cles to  the  substitution  in  the  place  of  God.  The  depth  of  feel- 
ing, the  inwardness  of  the  G-erman,  his  attentive  hearkening  to 
the  voice  of  God  in  nature  and  history,  his  conscientiousness 
and  seriousness — all  this  raised  a  stumbling  block  in  the  way 
of  the  imperium  urbis  et  orbia.  Therefore  the  Vatican  definition 
came  as  a  real  declaration  of  war  to  Germany,  to  disrupt  and 
crush  it  intellectually  and  religiously.  But  to  whom  was  it 
more  particularly  addressed?  Certainly  not  to  Protestant 
Christianity  in  Germany.  From  this  '*  Old  heresy"  Bome  had 
nothing  more  to  fear ;  only  the  Catholics  of  Germany  could  be 
meant,  especially  those  who,  together  with  the  subscribers  of 
the  well-known  lay  address  of  Coblenz,  in  the  summer  of  1869, 
found  themselves  deeply  grieved  by  the  rumored  tendency  of 
the  approaching  Council,  and  who  received  from  the  German 
episcopate,  in  its  memorable  pastoral  letter  of  the  6th  Septem- 
ber of  the  same  year,  the  testimony  of  unfeigned  piety  and 
fidelity  to  the  Church. 

Would  you  have  yet  another  weighty  testimony  that  Ultra- 
montanism  feels  very  well  what  power  stands  behind  Old- 
Catholicism,  then  read  that  latest  Encyclica,  the  ecclesiastical 
aspect  of  which  has  been  so  clearly  reviewed  by  the  pastoral 
letter  of  the  first  Old-Catholic  bishop.  Why.  if  Old-Catholi- 
cism is  nothing  but  the  power  of  a  few  thousands  who  want  to 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  Roman  source  of  life  and  knowl- 
edge ;  why,  if  it  is  nothing  but  the  work  of  men  concocted  by 
means  of  the  sophistries  of  a  few  arrogant  professors,  a  move- 
ment soon  lost  in  the  sands  of  time — why,  then,  this  outpouring 
of  all  the  vials  of  pontificial  wrath  upon  Old-Catholicism ;  ibr 
that  these  philippics  are  launched  vigorously  also  against  the 
secular  governments  of  Switzerland  and  Germany,  can  surely 
be  attributed  to  nothing  but  the  fact  that  these  have  ^stretched 
out  their  strong  hands  to  preserve  for  their  Old-Catholic  sub- 
jects their  freedom  of  conscience  and  religion,  and  that  by  this 
means  they  prevented  the  Old-Catholic  movement  from  being 
ground  to  powder  by  the  power  of  the  infellible  church 
machinery.  On  any  other  supposition  it  could  not  be  explained 
why  the  government  of  Italy,  the  *' usurpers  of  St  Peter's 
patrimony,"  should  have  been  let  off  so  easily ;  but  Italy  has 
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no  Old-Catholics  in  possession  of  liberty  of  conscience  to  man- 
age, and  all  other  sins  are  but  venial  when  compared  with  even 
an  indirect  protection  of  Old-Catholicism. 

But  the  little  brook  which,  springing  from  the  well  of  con- 
science, issued  at  the  meetings  of  Konigswinter  and  Niirnberg 
into  the  light  of  day,  has  in  the  course  of  only  three  years  been 
deepened  and  enlarged  into  a  stream,  that  cannot  from  any 
standpoint  be  left  unnoticed,  so  that  this  movement  re-acts 
upon  all  the  tendencies  of  the  times  and  manifests  thus  its  uni- 
versal significance. 

We  refer,  before  all,  to  the  three  congresses  at  Munich, 
Cologne,  and  Constance,  where  the  importance  of  the  aims  of 
the  movement  was  set  forth  and  developed  before  thousands  of 
hearers,  in  speeches  both  deeply  felt  and  well  considered,  which 
perfectly  responded  in  equal  measure  to  the  claims  of  piety  for 
the  sacred  and  inviolable  inheritance  of  history,  as  to  those  of 
time  and  progress  And  yet  in  another  direction  they  vindi- 
cated their  character  as  truly  Catholic  meetings. 

These  congresses,  not  hermetically  sealed  and  placed  under 
the  isolating  apparatus  of  a  papal  oath,  and  the  power  of  a 
spiritual  and  worldly  police,  like  the  so-called  general  Council 
in  the  Vatican — to  which  history  will  deny  the  character  of 
ecumenicity,  among  other  reasons,  on  account  of  the  complete 
isolation  of  its  members,  both  from  each  other  and  the  world, — 
but  opened  wide  to  the  inspection  of  the  outside  world,  accessi- 
ble to  all  that  were  called  there  by  a  lively  interest,  regulated 
in  its  proceedings  by  the  spirit  of  order  and  mutual  confidence, 
proved  to  be  meetings  in  the  spirit  of  the  great  Gatherer  and 
Mediator.  And  who  were  those  that  from  all  parts  of  the 
Christian  world,  from  far-oflf  Russia,  Greece,  from  beyond  the 
Atlantic,  from  England,  France,  Switzerland,  invited  by  us  as 
guests,  appeared  either  in  person  or  sent  us  greetings  and  assur- 
ances of  spiritual  sympathy?  Not  the  heathen  of  our  day, 
"godless  and  christless  Liberals,"  were  they;  not  scandal -makers, 
and  founders  of  sects ;  but  representatives  of  all  the  branches 
on  the  great  Tree  of  Life,  which  has  sprung  from  the  grain  of 
mustard  seed,  men  in  the  most  prominent  positions  of  Church 
life,  distinguished  both  for  the  purity  of  their  lives  and  their 
scientific  culture;  full  of  zeal  for  the  cause  of  Christianity, 
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deeply  grieved  at  the  distortions  and  injuries  which  the  One 
faith  had  sustained  from  human  additions,  and  consequent  dis- 
cord. In  our  invitations,  they  heard  something  like  the  echo 
of  a  voice  speaking  within  them,  as  a  voice  of  one  calling  in 
the  wilderness :  Prepare  the  way  of  Him  that  cometh — cast 
down  the  mountains  of  self-uplifting— fill  the  chasms  which 
human  passions  and  wranglings  have  made  I  And  the  contact 
between  the  great  fragments  of  the  Church,  brought  about  by 
our  meetings,  has  not  remained  without  fruit  The  community 
of  the  last  and  dearest  ideals  and  interests,  long  and  deeply  felt 
on  all  sides,  the  necessity  of  standing  up  jointly  for  the  sanctity 
of  the  Christian  conscience  of  the  people,  threatened  every- 
where alike,  as  well  as  the  fact  that  many  causes  of  difference 
had  already  disappeared,  and  that  others  were  not  irremediable 
— all  this  has  now  been  mutually  confessed^  and  the  ground  has 
thus  been  prepared  on  which  we  may  hope  for  further  success 
in  the  attempt  at  drawing  nearer  to  each  other.  And  what, 
finally,  of  our  movement  in  regard  to  our  ecclesiastical  affairs  ? 
Weivere — ^betrayed  by  those  that  had  been  given  us  for  leaders, 
— shepherdless, — through  the  force  of  external  circumstances,  in 
the  turning  of  a  hand,  thrust  out  of  the  rich  inheritance,  to  the 
joint  possession  and  enjoyment  of  which  only  the  old  un- 
changed faith  could  give  us  a  sufficient  legal  claim ;  stripped 
even  to  nakedness  of  all  exterior  means  requisite  to  meet  our 
ecclesiastical  needs, — exposed  without  protection  to  insult,  to 
the  most  shameless  calumnies,  and  even  to  manifold  injuries  to 
our  material  interests,  in  spite  of  all  theoretical  recognitions  of 
the  legitimacy  of  our  movement ;  treaied  practically  as  outlaws, 
and  confounded  with  Dissenters  and  Free-religionists,  so  that  it 
is  intelligible  if  thousands  of  sympathizers  were  deterred  from 
public  expression  of  their  opinion  by  the  helplessness  of  our  sit- 
uation and  the  hopelessness  of  our  movement  And  now,  after 
scarcely  three  yeara,  the  scattered  members  are  gathered  in 
numerous  societies  and  communities  spread  over  Germany  and 
Switzerland,  and  externally  and  organically  re-united  by  a  con- 
stitution in  which  ecclesiastical  order  and  authority  are  wedded 
to  individual  liberty,  under  the  guidance  of  a  bishop,  chosen  by 
the  clergy  and  the  people,  legitimately  consecrated,  and  recog- 
nized by  the  German  governments  as  a  Catholic  bishop. 
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It  is  therefore  ^sj  to  understand  why  the  Vatican  has  chosen 
Switzerland  and  Germany,  i.  e.,  Old-Catholicism,  now  ecclesias- 
tically organized  in  these  countries,  as  the  objects  of  his  ultima 
ratio,  and  the  outpouring  of  ail  his  anger.  The  only-  reason 
can  be,  that  he  has  recognized  in  Old-Catholicism  the  only 
power  which  does  not  waste  its  strength  against  the  outworks 
of  the  Ultramontane  edifice,  which  does  not  only  combat  con- 
sequences the  premises  of  which  have  been  conceded,  but 
which  is  qualified,  called,  and  determined  to  attack  the  founda- 
tion itself;  it  can  only  have  been  prompted  by  the  feeling  that 
in  this  movement,  though  it  compare  with  the  external  power 
of  the  multitudinous  church,  embracing  180  millions,  as  a  little 
stone  to  a  colossus,  there  might  yet  dwell  something  of  the 
power  and  the  nature  of  that  ** Little  Stone"  that  was  by  an 
unseen  hand  detached  from  the  mountain's  side  to  upset  the 
Colossus  with  feet  of  clay,  and  fill  the  valley  with  its  fragmenta 

IIL 

And  now,  to  conclude,  we  come  to  the  question  to  all  Old- 
Catliolics  who  have  not  already  surrendered  to  Ultramonianism. 
Why,  Catholic  fellow  citizens,  do  you  still  hesitate  publicly 
and  decisively  to  declare  what  is  long  ago  settled  in  your 
minds,  and  what  you  have  often  said  indecisively  though  unre- 
servedly, namely,  that  you  want  to  remain  Catholics  and  not 
to  be  believers  in  the  Infallible  Pope.  Your  reserve  was  intel- 
ligible so  long  as  Old-Catholicism  lacked  a  church  organization, 
and  it  did  not  appear  how  the  ecclesiastical  needs  of  its  con- 
fessors could  be  provided  for.  But  after  your  principal  objec- 
tions have  been  removed  by  official  recognition  of  the  Old- 
Catholic  episcopate,  and  since  the  remainder  must  disappear  in 
the  same  measure  in  which  the  number  of  declared  Old-Catho- 
lics increases,  how  will  you  answer  it  to  yourselves,  to  God  and 
the  world,  that  you  withdraw  from  this  contest  of  world-wide 
consequences,  the  contest  with  an  adversary  who  threatens 
equally  the  foundation  of  the  Catholic  Church  and  civil  order, 
Christianity  and  Humanity,  Catholicism  and  the  civilizing  mis- 
sion of  Germany  ?  You  have  many  and  various  motives  for 
your  reserve;  most  of  them  are  of  a  purely  private  nature, 
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and,  as  sucb,  are  exempt  from  public  criticism  ;  only  motives 
of  the  nature  of  principles  can  here  be  considered. 

Many  of  you  distrust  our  cause,  not  in  regard  to  its  power 
and  prospect ;  but  in  regard  to  its  legitimacy  and  Catholicity. 
You  apprehend  that  our  movement  might  serve  to  break 
through  the  last  dyke  that  has  been  erected  against  the  waves 
of  the  irreligious  and  revolutionary  currents  of  the  time ;  you 
fear  we  are  going  too  far  1  Exactly  the  opposite  are  the 
motives  of  the  other  part  of  our  Catholic  fellow  citizens.  They 
do  not  question  the  legitimacy  of  our  movement,  but  they 
charge  us  wit];L  not  having  yet  cast  out  the  old  leaven  and 
put  a  new  one,  decided  antagonism  to  the  Church,  in  its  place ; 
at  any  rate,  say  they,  we  do  not  go  far  enough  I 

We  lack  space  to  criticize  the  apprehensions  of  the  one,  and 
the  objections  of  the  other  party,  as  they  deserve,  and  to  expose 
their  entire  untenableness.  Nor  do  we  need  it  For  the  eccle- 
siastical Intimacy  and  the  conservative  character  of  our 
whole  movement,  we  need  simply  refer  to  the  testimony  of  all 
intelligent  Christian  men,  and  to  the  act  of  our  State  govern- 
ment, which  has  granted  us  its  recognition  only  on  being  satis- 
fied that  the  aim  of  our  movement  is  legitimate,  and  its  action 
considerate,  and  guided  by  the  spirit  of  order.  That,  on  the 
other  hand,  Old-Catholicism  will  not  stand  still,  but  is  indeed 
and  truly  a  progressive  movement,  is  shown,  not  only  by  the 
results  of  our  congresses,  but  especially  by  the  resioraiion  of  the 
original  character  of  the  episcopal  election  and  the  organization  of 
the  community^  by  the  choice  of  our  bishop  through  the  clergy 
and  the  people,  and  the  organization  of  synods  and  parishes, 
acts  of  such  eminent  significance  for  the  development  of  church 
life,  that  even  the  Titans  of  the  party  of  progress  have  never 
produced  anything  similar  in  their  own  field,  nor  ever  will. 

There  remains  then  but  one  single  objection  to  our  friendly 
appeal  to  be  answered,  in  doing  which  we  can  at  the  same 
time  more  clearly  and  palpably  set  forth  the  practical  object  of 
our  address. 

Though  we  have — such  might  be  your  last  excuse — after 
what  has  been  said,  no  reason  to  conceal  our  Old-Catholic  predi- 
lections, or  not  to  declare  publicly  and  decisively  our  rejection 
of  the  Vatican  dogma,  yet  neither  have  we  a  sufficient  induce- 
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ment  to  make  sach  a  declaration  publicly.  For  what  purpose 
should,  this  be  required  f 

For  what  purpose  I  Why,  because  the  passiveness  of  Catholic 
citizens  in  the  church  questions  of  the  day,  their  non-resistance 
to  the  greatest  perversion  which  the  religion  of  Jesus  Christ 
has  ever  suffered,  is  the  foundation  of  the  Ultramontane  edifice, 
or,  to  speak  more  correctly,  it  is  the  second  cause  spoken  of  in 
the  commencement  of  this  Article,  to  which  Ultramontanism 
owes  its  origin  among  us,  its  progressive  power,  and  the  pre- 
text for  asserting  that  the  Romanized  Church  is  really  the  Cath- 
olic Church,  as  though  all  the  thousands  who  have  not  protested 
were  believers  in  the  dogma;  owing  to  this  passiveness,  the 
State,  deceived  as  to  the  scope  of  the  Church  question,  has 
been  led  to  make  concessions  to  Ultramootanism  for  the  conse- 
quences of  which  all  its  means  afford  no  remedy — ^because  this 
non-resistance  of  the  Catholics  is  the  rock  on  which  the  Ultra- 
montane hierarchy  rears  its  fortress  of  defiance,  from  the  low- 
est degree  of  chaplains  and  priests,  up  to  the  bishops  and  the 
universal  bishop;  and  because  inversely^  the  activity  of  the 
Catholics,  i.  e.,  the  mere  positive  declaration  that  they  do  not 
want  to  become  New  Catholics,  but  remain  Catholics,  and  there- 
fore be  Old-Catholics,  is  the  most  simple,  infallible,  and  power- 
fully efficacious  means  of  tearing  up  by  the  roots  the  Ultra- 
montane thorn-bush  in  the  garden  of  German  culture,  of 
putting  an  end  at  once  to  the  Ultramontane  danger,  the 
attempt  of  Rome  to  disrupt  and  enfeeble  Germany  anew,  in 
order  to  lay  bare  its  flank  to  the  hereditary  foe,  of  reestablish- 
ing or,  at  least,  preparing  the  inner  reconciliation  of  Germany ; 
and  because  it  is,  at  all  events  the  simplest  means  of  delivering 
our  State  governments  from  the  ever-increasing  dilemma, 
either  to  produce  a  state  of  Interdict  for  its  Catholic  citizens, 
or  to  return  to  the  approved  principles  of  former  times.  The 
passiveness  of  the  Catholics  is  the  reason  why  the  Catholic 
Church  has  been  discredited,  dishonored,  perverted,  and 
oppressed  by  Ultramontanism  :  the  activity  of  the  Catholics 
would  accelerate  and  complete  the  triumph  of  the  Old-Catholic 
movement,  and  thus  effect  the  downfall  of  Ultramontanism. 

And  this  simple  remedy.  Catholic  fellow  citizens,  lies  in 
your  own  hands.     Not  only  your  religious  duty  commands  you 
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to  apply  it,  but  also  your  sense  of  honor,  straight-forwardness, 
and  integrity ;  not  only  your  often  expressed  detestation  of  the 
Jesuitical  system — to  seem  what  one  is  not — all  this  is  not  to 
be  urged  here;  but  the  duty  which  you  owe  to  the  State,  the 
nation,  or  whatever  else  you  may  in  this  direction  esteem  high- 
est, commands  it,  just  because  the  remedy,  though  only  indi- 
rect, is  yet  infallibly  efl&cacious  to  accomplish  the  national  pur- 
pope.  But  if  you  continue  to  neglect  it,  you  may  cast  your 
political  votes  ever  so  actively  and  correctly,  you  may  add  to 
the  addresses  of'  State  Catholics  thousands  of  signatures,  thun- 
der at  meetings  against  Ultramontanisra,  criticise  in  pamphlets 
its  essence,  cover  the  land  with  societies  for  popular  education 
and  enlightenment, — with  ^1  this  you  do  not  touch  a  hair  of 
its  head,  you  do  not  add  the  smallest  stone  to  the  barrier 
against  the  stream  of  Ultramontanism ;  you  only  excite  its 
scorn  and  prepare  its  waya  For  in  all  this  you  proceed  just 
according  to  its  directions ;  you  divide  the  inner  from  the  outer 
world ;  you  make  outwardly  a  most  noisy  demonstration,  and 
hush  the  voice  of  the  heart;  you  give  to  the  State  an  inefficient 
support,  and  leave  that  which  is  potential  within  you  to  the 
adversary  as  material  to  work  upon:  for,  be  it  pointed  out 
once  more,  it  is  not  against  our  national  existence,  not  immedi' 
ately  against  our  State  institutions,  but  against  the  inner  and 
ideal  basis  and  factors  of  the  same  that  the  attacks  and  inter- 
ferences of  Romanism  are  directed ;  the  hearts  of  the  people 
are  to  be  Romanized,  their  intellects  confounded ;  it  is  a  Dogma 
with  which  Rome  enters  the  field  against  Germany.  To  use 
mere  political  expedients  against  this  danger,  is  simply  beating 
the  air. 

You  will  now  say :  "  We  are  using  strong  words,  and  prog- 
nosticate effects  which  in  proportion  to  the  simplicity  of  the 
means  must  appear  like  a  chimera  1"  We  will  not  think  it 
strange  that  you  cannot  without  more  ado  ascribe  to  the  power 
of  Old-Catholicism,  to  faith,  and  to  the  trustful  cooperation  of 
the  Divine  power  of  a  common  Christian  consciousness,  such 
an  influence  on  the  concrete  questions  of  the  day;  you  are 
justified  in  demanding  h  practical  proof  of  the  asserted  efficacy 
of  our  remedy.     It  is  eaaily  given  I 
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Let  us  look,  in  the  first  place,  at  the  consequences  which  pas- 
siveness  in  church  matters  has  had  in  politics.  In  the  elections 
to  the  House  of  Deputies,  and  to  the  Colleges  of  Town  CJoun- 
cils,  the  Ultramontane  candidates  have,  with  the  exception  of 
certain  Soman  strongholds,  been  defeated  in  all  the  cities,  even 
those  with  a  predominant  Catholic  population,  precisely  on 
account  of  the  church  difficulties.  The  case  is  much  more 
unfavorable  with  the  direct  elections  for  Parliament,  but  even 
there  the  result  obtained  is  perfectly  sufficient  for  our  conclu- 
sions. The  next  sequence  is :  at  the  elections  of  the  former 
category  stood  the  majority  of  the  voters,  and  at  the  elections 
for  Parliament  a  number  little  short  of  the  mxijority,  on  the  side 
of  Anti-Bomanism,  precisely  on  account  of  the  church  ques- 
tion ;  the  Catholics  among  these  voters  were,  therefore,  without 
contradiction,  briefly  Old-Catholics  in  sentiment  Let  us  now 
see  the  effect  of  their  politically  correct  action  I  It  is  nowhere 
to  be  found,  it  is  lost,  swallowed  up  in  the  general  result  of  the 
election !  What  sort  of  a  figure  do  now  these  educated,  sensi- 
ble, intelligent,  independent  men  present,  when  compared  with 
the  "  people,"  the  mighty  cities,  rich  in  means  of  every  kind, 
compared  with  these  country  parishes,  ruled  by  priests? 
Surely  a  very  sad  one !  Complete  the  picture,  and  imagine 
that  our  whole  State  were  as  Catholic  as  Bhineland,  West- 
phalia !  What  would  be  the  necessary  consequence?  In  spite 
of  the  enthusiastically  applauded  "  we  do  not  go  to  Can<^sa," 
Prussia  would  then  go  to  Canossa  too,  of  course,  in  the  man- 
ner in  which  such  pilgrimages  are  performed  in  the  19th  cen- 
tury, or  there  would  be  a  "  bending  or  breaking"  of  some 
wheel  or  other  of  the  constitutional  State  machinery,  but  none 
at  all  in  the  domain  of  the  Church.  But  let  us  not,  from  the 
circumstance  that  we  are  secured  against  this  sad  eventuality 
by  the  fact  that  the  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  Prussia  are 
Protestants,  draw  the  conclusion  that  therefore  Protestantism 
contains  the  antidote  to  Ultramontanism,  for  Protestantism  has 
its  Ultramontane  aspect  as  well  as  Catholicism,  though  the 
Protestant  Ultramontania  has  a  different  situation  and  constitu- 
tion from  ours.  Least  of  all,  however,  should  we  entertain  the 
thought  that  pure  irreligiousness  is  after  all  the  true  remedy ; 
that  would  only  be  falling  from  Scylla  into  Charybdis  1  There 
is  no  such  avenue  of  escape. 
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K  now  for  ecclesiastical  passiveness  we  substitute  activity, 
i.  a,  as  we  have  said,  nothing  but  the  formal  declaration  that 
you  are  Old-Catholic,  what  would  be  the  consequence,  the  indi- 
rect consequence,  with  regard  to  the  pending  political  questions  f 
An  immense  revulsion,  a  total  change  of  the  situation,  a 
removal  of  the  delusion  that  the  Boman  is  the  Catholic  Church. 
Let  us  illustrate  the  process  by  the  concrete  example  of  the 
city  of  Cologne.  According  to  the  result  of  the  elections  to 
the  Legislature,  the  Catholic  majority  is  Old-Catholic,  and  even 
the  figure  reached  at  the  parliamentary  elections,  "  6,400  against 
9,100"  is  still  sufficient  for  our  purpose.  If  only  one-half,  or 
one-third  of  these  Catholic  sympathizers  with  Old-Catholicism, 
instead  of  casting  their  liberal  vote,  had,  at  the  proper  time, 
entered  their  names  on  the  registers  of  the  Old-Catholics,  or  if 
they  were  to  do  so  now,  it  would  be  all  over  with  the  dominion 
of  the  involuntarily  Vaticanized  clergy  over  churches,  church 
property,  and  schools.  At  the  same  time,  the  Ultramontane 
phalanx  of  the  clergy  would  be  broken,  and  a  number  of  Old- 
Catholic  benefices  would  be  established,  the  educated  classes 
.would  again  take  the  lead  of  the  lower  classes,  dependant  on 
them  in  so  many  ways,  and  no  longer  allow  them  to  be  ruled 
and  kept  in  ignorance  by  Ultramontane  demagogues  and  dis 
ciples  of  Jesuitism.  As  here,  so  elsewhere.  In  the  same  pro- 
portion that  this  action  of  the  educated  would  aflfect  the  uned 
ucated,  that  the  higher  classes  would  influence  the  lower, 
would  the  example  of  cities  re-act  upon  the  country ;  here  also, 
the  system  kept  up  by  the  Starvation-dogma  would  be  decom 
posed,  dissolved :  the  foundation  upon  which  the  resistance  of 
the  bishops  rest,  the  unanimity  and  devotion  of  the  clergy, 
would  be  destroyed,  a  prospect  of  ending  the  conflict  between 
State  and  Church  would  be  opened  from  within,  which  would 
relieve  the  State  from  the  necessity  of  calling  upon  the  legisla- 
tive organs  again  to  sharpen  and  multiply  its  legitimate 
weapons  for  warfare.  The  dilemma  of  going  to  Canossa  or 
Interdict,  would  be  solved,  and  the  House  of  Deputies  might 
devote  itself  solely  to  its  political  and  ordinary  legislative 
work. 

Therefore,   Catholic  fellow  citizens,  give  to  the  State,  and 
you  can  surely  do  it  with  a  good  conscience,  this  indirect  aid, 
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which  no  legislature,  no  applause  of  the  press,  no  address  of 
State  Catholics  can  give  it  directly.  You  give  it,  by  declaring 
decisively  before  the  nearest  Old-Catholic  society,  or  parish, 
your  Old-Catholic  standpoint  Truly  a  little  mite  on  the  altar 
of  the  Fatherland  !  And  yet  a  single  entry  on  the  registers  of 
an  Old-Catholic  community  is  more  efficacious  than  a  hundred 
votes  for  the  liberal  candidate  to  Legislature  or  Parliament 
Arise  from  your  passiveness  to  action,  show  that  the  Divine 
power  of  a  truly  Christian  community  of  feeling  lives  within 
you,  that  your  heart  is  not  Eomanized.  We  conclude  with  the 
cry:  Up  to  battle  against  Bomanism,  through  the  power  of 
de-Bomanized  Catholicism. 

The  Central  Committee. 
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Abticlb  vin.— notices  of  new  books. 

Db.  Johnson  of  Stratfobd.* — The  "  History  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  in  Connecticut,"  by  Dr.  E.  E.  Beardsley  of  New  Haven, 
is  now  supplemented  with  a  volume  of  memoirs  by  the  same  au- 
thor. In  reviewing  the  history,  we  had  occasion  to  express  our 
estimation  of  the  man  who  is  now  made  the  subject  of  a  copious 
and  admiring  biography.  (See  New  Englander^  VoL  xxv  (1866), 
283-329.)  Samuel  Johnson,  great-grandson  of  one  of  the  New 
Haven  planters,  bom  at  Guilford  in  1696,  educated  at  the  Collegiate 
School  ip  Saybrook,  which  afterwards  became  Yale  College,  a 
graduate  in  the  class  of  1714,  tutor  from  1716  to  171 9,  and  one  of 
the  two  who  were  the  only  resident  teachers  when  the  institution 
began  to  have  a  settled  habitation  in  New  Haven,  pastor  of  the 
church  in  West  Haven  from  1720  to  1722,  Church  of  England 
Missionary  at  Stratford  from  1723  to  1764,  President  of  King's 
(now  Columbia)  College  in  New  York  from  1764  to  1763,  and 
dying  in  his  old  charge  at  Stratford  in  1772,  could  not  but  be  an 
interesting  theme  for  a  clerical  and  Episcopalian  biographer.  The 
author  has  made  good  use  of  materials  equally  abundant  and  au- 
thentic, and  he  has  filled  out  this  volume  with  as  little  repetition 
of  what  he  had  already  narrated  in  the  history  as  could  be  ex- 
pected. 

The  one  great  longing  of  Dr.  Johnson's  life,  from  the  moment 
when  he  renounced  his  ordination  to  the  pastoral  office  in  West 
Haven,  was  to  see — we  will  not  say,  to  be — a  bishop  of  the  Church 
of  England  in  America.  But  just  because  Episcopalianism  in  the 
colonies  was  the  Church  of  England,  that  great  longing  of  his, 
with  all  the  begging  and  importunity  which  came  of  it,  was  in 
vain.  The  British  government,  through  all  administrations,  had 
no  conception  of  any  bishop  other  than  a  lord-bishop ;  and  they 
thought  it  much  better  that  every  American  who  desired  a  valid 
ordination  should  cross  the  Atlantic  and  be  ordained  in  England, 
than  that  there  should  be  a  lord-bishop  in  the  American  colonies. 

*  Life  and  Gorreapandence  of  Samuel  Johnson^  D.D ,  Miagumary  of  ike  Church  of 
England  in  ConnecUaU^  and  first  President  of  King^s  OoUege^  New  York.  By  E. 
Edwards  Beabdslet,  D.D.,  Rector  of  St.  Thomas's  Church,  New  Haven.  New 
York :  Hurd  ft  Houghton.    Syo,  pp.  380. 
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A  lord-bishop  would  need  a  lordly  income,  which  the  colonial 
legislatures  would  surely  refuse  to  grant  and  which  might  be- 
come burthensome  to  the  imperial  government.  Had  the  per- 
verseness  of  successive  administrations  been  overcome — had  there 
been  an  act  of  parliament  establishing  dioceses  in  America,  and 
making  due  provision  to  support  the  dignity  of  the  mitre — the 
first  American  bishop  ought  to  have  been  Dr.  Johnson.  But  any 
expectation  which  he  or  his  friends  may  have  entertained  in  that 
direction  would  have  been  disappointed.  None  but  an  English- 
man would  have  been  deemed  by  the  British  government  of  those 
days  fit  to  be  a  lord-bishop  even  in  a  colonial  diocese.  Even  Irish 
prelates — such  as  Trench,  Whately,  and  the  rest — are  not  always 
Irishmen.  Canadian  bishops — ^how  many  of  them  were  ever  bom 
in  Canada  ?  The  Archbishop  of  Calcutta  and  his  suf^agans, — the 
Governor-General  is  not  more  sure  to  be  "  sent  out "  from  England. 
If  there  is  now  at  last  a  black  Anglican  bishop  at  Sierra  Leone,  it 
is  because  the  place  has  been  found  impracticable  for  Englishmen, 
inasmuch  as  there  were  always,  in  Sydney  Smith's  phrase,  two 
bishops  of  that  see,  ^'  a  live  one  going  out,  and  a  dead  one  coming 
home." 

The  subject  of  this  biography  was  something  better  than  a 
mitred  stipendiary  appointed  by  the  king's  ministers,  with  the 
title  of  lord-bishop.  By  virtue  of  his  abilities  and  his  zealous 
diligence,  he  was  the  apostle  of  Episcopalianism  in  Connecticut. 

We  observe  that  Dr.  Beardsley,  describing  the  Puritan  ancestry 
and  training  of  his  hero,  and  having  told  us  that  his  father  and 
grandfather  were  successively  deacons  in  the  Guilford  church, 
gives  the  farther  information  that  by  the  grandfather  he  was 
"  taught  to  read  and  commit  to  memory  not  only  passages  of 
Scripture,  but  the  Lord's  Prayer  and  the  Creed."  It  may  be 
worth  the  while  to  say  that  the  old  "  New  England  Primer,"  the 
very  horn-book  out  of  which  all  New  England  children  were 
taught  to  read,  always  contained  the  Lord's  Prayer  (itself  a  "  pas- 
sage of  Scripture")  and  the  Apostle's  Creed;  and  that  every 
child  in  a  family  making  any  pretension  to  religion  was  taught 
to  commit  the  Lord's  Prayer  to  memory,  next  after  the  infantile 
prayer,  "  Now  I  lay  me  down  to  sleep,"  and  even  before  learning 
to  read.  It  is  possible  that  many  children  may  have  failed  to 
commit  the  creed  to  memory,  for  it  was  not  used  as  a  form  in 
worship,  but  there  it  was  in  the  same  Primer  with  the  "  Shorter 
Catechism,"  and  the  only  formula  which  New  England  children 
knew  as  "  the  Creed  "  was  the  Apostle's  Creed. 
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Mr.  George  Lewes's  Problems  of  Life  and  Mind*  will 
attract  the  attention  of  the  readers  of  his  earlier  philosophical 
works,  becaase  he  seems  to  have  turned  his  back  upon  his  previ- 
ous teachings.  He  is  well  known  in  philosophical  circles  as  the 
author  of  an  elaborate  History  of  Philosophy,  which  has  gone 
through  four  editions,  each  of  which  is  distinguished  from  every 
other  by  some  important  difference,  but  all  are  alike  in  seeking  to 
demonstrate,  by  the  failure  of  every  effort,  the  utter  impossibility 
of  attaining  to  any  metaphysical  system.  But  he  suddenly  has 
changed  his  front,  as  he  expresses  himself,  and  whereas  he  had 
previously  assailed  every  previous  system  of  metaphysics  as  impos- 
sible Id  its  aim  and  execution,  he  now  asserts  that  what  he 
assailed  was  the  attempt  to  solve  the  problem  by  any  of  the  older 
methods,  and  what  he  accepts  is  the  possibility  of  solving  the  old 
problems  by  a  scientific  process.  Previously  there  were  no  words 
too  contemptuous  for  him  to  use  in  respect  to  metaphysics  and 
metaphysicians.  Now  he  contends  that  the  problems  proposed  by 
the  older  metaphysicians  were  legitimate  and  necessary.  They 
foiled  of  being  solved  because  they  were  not  subjected  to  the 
process  of  a  scientific  verification. 

In  order  to  mark  the  distinction  between  what  he  rejects  and 
what  he  accepts,  he  calls  the  first  metaphysics  and  the  second 
meiempirics. 

The  new  departure  of  this  active  thinker  will  of  course  attract 
the  attention  of  many,  if  from  no  other  motive  than  curiosity,  to 
see  how  he  clears  the  one  conception  from  the  other.  But  the 
curiosity  of  even  a  practised  reader  will  not  be  easily  answered. 
Mr.  Lewes  may  be  a  clear  and  progressive  thinker,  but  he  falls 
very  far  short  of  being  a  clear  and  progressive  writer.  As  an 
expounder  of  physiology  he  is  open,  so  far  as  we  know,  to  no 
exception.  As  a  literary  critic  and  biographer  he  is  no  mean 
artist.  But  in  the  exposition  of  his  new  found  metempirics  he  is 
anything  but  lucid.  We  find  the  solution  of  this  phenomenon  in 
the  incoherent  character  of  the  attempt  to  prove  that  the  founda- 
tion of  a  house  can  be  at  once  foundation  and  superstructure ;  that 
the  ultimate  conceptions  of  both  matter  and  spirit  can  be  sub- 
jected to  the  experimentations  of  sense ;  that  a  question  which  is 
to  be  proved  can  be  begged,  and  an  argument  can  prove  any  con- 
clusion which  runs  in  a  circle. 

*  Problems  of  Life  and  Mind,  Bj  Geobgb  Henbt  Lbwbs.  First  Series.  The 
Foundations  of  a  Creed.    Vol.  L    Boston :  James  B.  Osgood  k  Oa    1874. 
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The  treatise,  although  laboriously  rather  than  elaborately  writ- 
ten, is  the  result  of  much  close  and  earnest  thinking  and  will 
reward  attentive  study.  It  may  be  regarded  as  a  concession  by 
an  ardent  devotee  of  Comics  Positive  Philosophy  that  the 
dicta  of  his  master  require  to  be  recast  and  restated  if  they  are 
to  be  successfully  defended.  It  is  with  great  interest  that  we  fol- 
low the  efforts  of  two  thinkers  like  Spencer  and  Lewes  to  look  the 
questions  of  theology  and  philosophy  squarely  in  the  face,  and  to 
solve  them  each  by  his  own  system  of  metempirics,  which  each 
in  a  certain  sense  has  been  forced  to  accept  against  all  the  tradi- 
tions of  his  early  training. 

W.  R.  Grbg's  Enigmas  of  Life*  is  one  of  the  many  volumes 
which  indicate  that  the  greatest  liberty  of  speculation  prevails 
among  many  whom  we  should  expect  would  be  the  soberest  think- 
ers. In  his  Creed  of  Christendom  the  author  has  given  plump 
and  positive  reasons  for  discarding  the  distinctive  doctrines  of 
Christianity  as  he  chooses  to  misconceive  them.  In  the  Enigmas 
of  Life  almost  every  page  gives  evidence  of  the  strength  of  his 
theistic  and  moral  convictions  and  of  the  intense  unrest  and  long- 
ing of  his  soul  for  the  very  truths  for  the  rejection  of  which  on 
every  page  he  seeks,  and  thinks  he  finds  some  decisive  reason.  At 
the  age  of  sixty  he  cleaves  to  the  belief  in  God  and  a  future  life, 
and  in  moral  distinctions,  with  a  fervent  faith  for  which  he  can 
give  no  good  account  to  himself,  except  that  perhaps  these  are  the 
ineradicable  remnants  of  an  early  Christian  training — but  to  these 
faiths,  whether  they  are  rational  convictions  or  ineradicable  preju- 
dices, he  chooses  to  cling.  In  the  Essays  that  follow  upon  Realiz- 
able Ideals;  Malthus  notwithstanding;  Non-survivalof  the  Fittest; 
Limits  and  Directions  of  Human  Development ;  The  Significance 
of  Life;  De  Profundis;  Elsewhere;  he  is  continually  mingling 
the  profoundest  ethical  and  spiritual  conceptions  of  Christian  phil- 
osophy with  contemptuous  and  superficial  flings  at  the  Christian 
facts  and  Christian  truths.  The  final  chapter,  entitled  Elsewhere, 
abounds  in  startling  and  glowingly  eloquent  delineations  of  the 
spiritual  joy  or  wretchedness  which  are  provided  for  in  the  capaci- 
ties of  supremely  virtuous  and  wicked  spirits  under  the  conditions 
of  an  unveiled  spiritual  existence.  Altogether  this  book,  with  its 
weaknesses  and  defects,  is  to  those  who  know  how  to  use  it  a  most 
instructive  and  spint-stirring  book,  more  useful  to  such  perhaps 
than  are  many  volumes  called  more  edifying. 

*  EfMig^mM  of  Life,    By  W,  B.  Greg.    James  B.  Osgood  ft  Co.,  BostoxL     18*74. 
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Greg's  Litebabt  ani>  Social  Judgments. — ^The  publishers  of 
Mr.  Greg's  ^^  Enigmas  of  Life  "  have  gathered  in  a  volume  which 
bears  the  above  title  a  selection  from  his  various  essays  and  re- 
views ;  eleven  in  number,  viz : — Madame  de  Stafil ;  British  and 
Foreign  Characteristics;  False  Morality  and  Lady  Novelists; 
Eingsley  and  Carlyle ;  French  Fiction,  The  Lowest  Deep ;  Cha- 
teaubriand ;  M.  de  Tocqueville ;  Why  are  Women  Redundant  ? 
Truth  versus  Edification ;  Time ;  Good  People. 

An  Outline  Study  op  Man.* — Dr.  Hopkins  is  too  eminent  as 
a  philosophical  thinker  and  teacher,  not  only  among  his  pupils 
through  oral  instruction,  but  more  widely  through  his  published 
"  Lectures  on  Moral  Science"  and  on  "  The  Law  of  Love,"  to  leave 
occasion  for  indicating  his  merits  in  this  later  work  on  kindred 
themes.  Yet  we  cannot  but  advert  anew  to  his  singular  clearness 
of  statement  and  simplicity  and  perspicuity  of  style,  and  his  apt^ 
ness  of  illustration.  And  it  is  to  be  observed  how  much  power 
these  qualities  give  him,  not  only  in  the  class-room  and  in  writing 
on  topics  generally  considered  abstruse,  but  on  the  platform, 
addressing  miscellaneous  assemblages,  in  behalf  of  missions  and 
other  philanthropic  enterprises.  All  who  have  occasion  to  reach 
the  public  mind,  whether  in  speech  or  writing,  may  well  study 
him  for  his  art  of  adapting  himself  on  any  subject  at  once  to  the 
more  thoughtful  few  and  to  the  respectable  multitude.  This 
latest  work  traverses  the  field  occupied  by  those  that  have  been 
mentioned,  re-affirming  certain  positions  that  provoked  discussion, 
particularly  on  the  difference  of  choice  and  volition  and  the 
account  of  conscience  and  right,  but  differs  from  them  in  covering 
the  whole  nature  of  man,  body  and  mind,  as  in  "  one  system," 
and  in  attempting  only,  as  the  limits  of  one  such  volume  required, 
'^  an  outline  study,"  and  also,  as  the  title-page  indicates,  in  accom- 
panying the  survey  '^  with  illustrative  diagrams  and  a  method  for 
blackboard  teaching."  The  employment  of  this  aid  in  such  a 
treatise  is  novel,  though  the  author  gives  credit  to  a  friend  for 
initiating  it.  The  book  is  the  outcome  of  a  course  of  lectures  by 
the  author  in  the  Lowell  Institute,  where  in  the  delivery  the 
blackboard  and  its  diagrams  could  be  constantly  referred  to,  and 
the  advantage  is  retained  as  far  as  possible  in  the  printed  pages. 
He  believed  that  discussions  generally  regarded  as  too  abstruse 

*  An  OuUine  Study  of  Man  ;  or  the  Body  and  Mind  in  One  System,  B j  Mask 
Hopkins,  D.D.,  LL.D.    New  York:  ScribDer,  Armstrong  k  Go.    1873.    pp.  308. 
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could  be  made,  particularly  by  such  means,  intelligible  and  inter- 
esting to  a  mixed  assembly  such  as  he  there  addressed,  and  the 
result  so  far  satisfied  him,  and  we  presume  the  hearers  too,  as  to 
lead  to  this  publication.  As  to  the  '^  outline''  character  of  the 
presentation,  the  author  is  certainly  right,  modestly  as  he  puts  it, 
in  saying  that  it  *'  has  its  advantages  for  both  the  teacher  and 
the  learner."  Something  of  the  kind  was  needed  particularly  as 
an  introduction  to  studies  larger  and  more  minute.  And  the 
advantage  of  the  ''  illustrative  diagrams''  is  as  apparent  in  the 
book  as  on  the  platform.  To  the  eye  the  arrangement  is  not,  it 
seems  to  us,  as  lucid  in  the  upper  part  of  the  structure  as  in  the 
lower,  and  of  course  there  may  be  room  for  questions  and  improve- 
ments in  this  novel  form  of  presentation,  apart  from  the  diversity 
of  views  held  on  the  matters  under  consideration.  The  method 
will  commend  itself  to  other  teachers,  though  not  likely  to  be 
always  used  with  the  same  judgment.  By  whatever  method.  Dr. 
Hopkins  is  sure  to  make  himself  understood  whenever  he  writes 
or  speaks,  and  on  the  mooted  questions  of  mental  and  moral  sci- 
ence stimulates  discussion  and  aids  thought  where  he  does  not 
command  assent. 

On  Missions.* — ^The  announcement  of  a  lecture  on  Missions  in 
Westminster  Abbey  by  the  *'  Professor  of  Comparative  Philology 
at  Oxford,"  on  invitation  of  the  "  Dean  of  Westminster,"  made  a 
chief  sensation  of  the  day ;  yet  it  was  only  one  instance  of  the 
greater  latitude  of  methods  allowed  in  the  Church  of  England 
than  in  the  kindred  organization  here,  and  another  may  be  found 
in  the  countenance  given  by  clergymen  of  that  body  to  Mrs.  H. 
C.  Dening's  evangelistic  labors,  as  also  Miss  Sarah  Smiley's 
preaching  met  with  a  freer  reception  among  Presbyterians  in 
Scotland  than  in  this  country.  The  Dean  shows  precedents  too 
from  earlier  times  for  allowing  public  religious  instruction  by 
laymen  (p.  26).  The  Professor's  "Lecture"  and  the  Dean's 
"Introductory  Sermon"  are  properly  given  us  together  in  this 
slender,  comely  volume.  The  former  furnishes  a  novel  and  inter- 
esting argument  for  Missions  from  a  comparison  of  the  chief 
religions  known  in  the  history  of  the  world.  Of  the  six  (besides 
the  "religious  systems  of  Confucius  and    Lao-tse"),  three  are 

♦  On  Mi89ion8.  A  Leoture  delivered  in  Weatminster  Abbey,  on  Deoember  3» 
1873.  By  F.  Max  Mulleb,  M.  A.  With  an  Introductory  Sermon  by  Artbttb 
Pbnbhtn  Stanley,  D.  D.    New  York:  Scribner,  Armstrong  ft  Co.    18)4.    pp.77. 
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described  as  Novi^Missiotiary^  Judaism,  Brahmanism,  and  Zoro- 
astrianism,  and  these  three  as  either  dead  or  dying ;  while  the 
other  three,  Buddhism,  Mohammedanism,  and  Christianity,  are 
Missionary^  "from  their  very  beginning,''  and  are  alive  and 
expanding.  The  vitality  and  progressiveness  of  the  latter  are 
ascribed  not  to  accident  but  to  the  quality  of  the  faiths,  the 
"  spirit  of  truth"  and  the  "  spirit  of  love"  that  are  in  them.  They 
are  the  only  competitors  for  the  conquest  of  the  world,  and  it 
seems  to  be  implied  that  among  them  Christianity,  in  its  freer  or 
more  spiritual  forms,  is  destined  to  the  ascendancy.  From  the 
lecturer's  disparaging  references  to  "creeds"  as  compared  with 
love,  we  infer  that  his  view  of  what  is  essential  to  Christianity  is 
of  the  "  broad"  school,  as  might  be  expected,  yet  we  should  will- 
ingly submit  every  question,  as  to  the  objective  truth  concerned 
in  the  honest  use  of  such  names,  to  the  test  he  once  indicates 
(p.  66) — "what  satisfied  Christ  and  the  apostles,"  and  "many  a 
hard  working  misssionary."  Dean  Stanley's  sermon  interests  us 
even  more  than  the  professor's  lecture,  as  a  thoughtful  and  fruit- 
fril  view,  which  we  do  not  remember  to  have  seen  suggested  before, 
of  Paul's  answer  to  King  Agrippa,  Acts  xxvi,  29,  The  two  dis- 
courses are  a  valuable  addition  to  the  literature  of  the  main  sub- 
ject, and,  in  connection  with  their  authors  and  the  place  of  their 
delivery,  suggestive  of  the  advanced  position  now  held  by  Chris- 
tian Missions. 

Songs  from  thb  Southern  Seas." — The  writer  of  this  hand- 
some volume,  as  his  name  might  indicate,  is  an  Irishman,  and 
does  not  fail  in  a  tribute  to  his  ''  Native  Land"  (p.  151)  creditable 
to  her  and  to  himself.  He  seems  to  have  been  a  sailor,  at  least 
for  a  time,  and  conversant  with  Australia,  where  many  of  his  sub- 
jects are  found.  The  reader  is  drawn  to  him  by  the  hearty,  manly 
tone  of  the  dedication  to  Capt.  Gifford,  who,  he  says,  "  picked  him 
up  at  sea,"  "  treated  him  with  all  kindness  during  a  seven  months' 
whaling  cruise,"  and  "  lent  him  twenty  guineas  to  help  him  on  his 
way  to  America,"  adding  that  **  one  of  the  greatest  pleasures  this 
little  book  can  ever  afford  him  is  the  writing  of  this  dedication." 
The  brief  Preface  too  is  full  of  good  sense  and  modesty..  Most  of 
the  larger  pieces  are  legends,  some  of  them  weird  enough,  drawn 
from  "  Southern  Seas,"  and  other  narratives,  including  war-sketches 

*  Songefrom  the  SotUhem  Seas,  and  other  Pt>em8.  By  John  Boylb  O'Rbillt. 
Boston :  Roberts  Brothers.    18*73.    pp.  221, 
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breathing  the  patriotism  of  his  adopted  land.  He  is  right  in  claims 
ing  for  his  work  the  merit  of  ^'  realism''  if  no  other,  and  justifies 
the  publication  when  he  well  says,  "  Many  of  the  scenes  shown 
are  memories,  not  imaginings, — things  which  clamored  for  recog- 
tion,  and  I  have  written  them  here."  Without  much  of  the  cul- 
ture he  would  himself  desire,  he  has  some  of  the  best  qualities  of 
a  poet,  lively  conception,  descriptive  power,  and  sincere  utterance, 
and  moreover  is  truly  reverent  and  humane.  Finding  not  a  little 
native  talent  in  the  artist,  we  still  more  respect  the  elements  of 
character  in  the  man. 

On  Sklf-Cultubb.* — The  accomplished  "Professor  of  Greek 
in  the  University  of  Edinburgh "  is  already  favorably  known  by 
other  writings,  and  among  them  "  Four  Phases  of  Morals."  The 
present  work,  of  a  very  different  character,  not  entering  so  debat- 
able a  field,  nor  so  elaborate  in  execution,  bears  marks  throughout 
of  the  same  good  sense,  manly  earnestness,  fine  culture,  and  Chris- 
tian reverence.  The  clear-cut  thought  and  direct  lively  style 
compel  attention  to  the  scholarly  and  mature  judgments  of  the 
author,  making  him  an  admirable  counselor  to  the  young,  whom 
he  addresses.  The  "  self-culture  "  he  prescribes  is  a  fit  corrective 
for  the  enervating  and  vitiating  t-endencies  of  recent  literature. 
Our  readers  will  do  well  to  remember  it  in  making  presents  to  their 
young  friends.  We  suppose  it  must  be  downright  earnestness 
that  betrays  so  accomplished  a  writer  into  the  use  of  such  a  word 
as  "  bumptious"  (p.  27),  though  it  is  not  without  modem  authority. 

AuTOBiOGBAPHY  OP  Thomas  GuTHBiB.f — Scotch  mcmolrs  have 
a  racy  flavor.  Besides  the  noted  instance  in  Dr.  Chalmers,  we 
recall  that  of  William  and  Robert  Chambers,  very  different  but 
not  less  remarkable,  which  was  freely  commended  in  our  pages. 
Like  Dr.  Chalmers,  if  not  in  so  eminent  a  degree,  Dr.  Guthrie 
endeared  himself  to  the  Christian  world  wherever  English  is 
spoken,  as  no  mere  thinker  or  theologian  could  do.  His  person- 
ality was  felt  and  cherished  beyond  the  circle  of  all  who  saw  and 
heard  him.     As  an  eloquent,  magnetic  preacher,  and  a  philanthro- 

*  On  Sel^  OuUurej  Intellectual,  Physicftl,  and  Moral,  a  vade  Tnecum  for  Young  Men 
and  Students.  By  John  Stuabt  Blaokib.  New  York :  Scribner,  Armstrong  ft 
Co.     1874.    pp.  116. 

f  Afiiohiography  of  Thomaa  OwOnrie^  D.D.,  and  Memoir.  By  his  Sons,  Rev.  DAvm 
GuTHBiB  and  Ohablbs  J.  Otjthbib,  M.  A.  In  two  volumes.  Vol.  L  New  York  i 
Robert  Garter  k  Brothers.    1874.    12mo,  pp.  424. 
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pist,  and  "^  whole  souled^'  Christian  man,  he  may  be  said  to  have 
left  no  superior  The  portrait  in  this  book  is  genial  and  benig- 
nant enough  to  require  no  certificate  of  truthfulness.  The  work 
itself  must  get  a  wide  reception.  More  than  half  of  this  first  vol- 
nme  is  taken  up  with  the  autobiography,  which  every  reader  will 
wish  that  the  author  had  begun  earlier,  so  as  to  have  completed  it 
to  the  time  of  writing,  instead  of  having  '*  to  lay  it  finally  aside 
while  in  the  midst  of  describing  the  Disruption  conflict."  It  has 
the  more  saoredness  now  as  being  ''  literally  the  last  thing  he 
worked  at  on  earth. '^  Its  value  is  the  greater  for  not  being  con- 
fined to  details  of  his  own  life,  but  giving  us  pictures,  from  such 
a  hand,  of  Scotland  in  the  early  part  of  this  century,  particularly 
of  religious  habits  and  of  education  among  the  conmion  people, 
and  the  writer's  mature  opinions  on  the  subjects  brought  under 
review.  Extracts  have  already  found  their  way  into  our  news- 
papers, and  we  are  tempted  to  add  others,  but  must  refer  our 
readers  to  his  own  pages.  The  rest  of  this  volume  is  devoted  to 
the  first  four  chapters  of  the  memoir  diligently  and  dutifully  pre- 
pared by  his  sons,  and  an  appendix  giving  '^  two  examples"  of  his 
sermons,  the  one  "  from  his  first  discourse  as  a  licentiate,"  and  the 
other  "  from  one  in  recent  years,"  and  extracts  from  an  address 
in  1840.  His  early  life,  as  delineated  by  himself,  shows  a  certain 
robust  vitality  that  helped  to  fit  him  for  the  hard  work  he  was 
afterwards  called  to  do.  As  a  preacher  he  was  eminent  for  "  pic- 
torial power,"  yet  he  was  one  of  many  examples  showing  that  the 
predominance  of  this  gift,  or  of  power  over  the  feelings,  by  no 
means  disqualifies  a  preacher  for  commanding  the  most  intellect- 
nal  hearers, — as  is  strikingly  suggested  in  the  testimony  of  Dr. 
McCosh,  which  we  cite  from  p.  322  : 

'*  Deeper  down  than  even  his  power  of  exciting  emotion  bj  his  pictures,  was  a 
foundation  of  sound  common  sense  with  a  profound  knowledge  of  human  nature, 
and  his  pathos  was  an  efflorescence  from  this  root  Some  years  after  this,  Sir 
Wiliiam  Hamilton  one  day  said  to  me  quietly,  '  Your  friend,  Dr.  Guthrie,  is  the 
best  preacher  I  ever  heard.'  I  answered,  I  did  not  wonder  at  the  opinion,  but  I 
was  surprised  to  hear  it  expressed  by  so  great  a  logician  of  one  not  specially  pos- 
sessed of  large  logical  power.  He  replied  with  great  emphasis,  '  Sir^  he  haa  the 
heat  of  all  logic;  there  islmtone  step  between  his  premise  and  canduaion,^  I  am  not 
sure  that  the  great  Edinburgh  metaphysician  ever  uttered  a  profounder  saying 
than  this." 

We  await  with  interest  the  completion  of  this  memoir,  renewing 
the  wish  before  expressed  in  this  journal,  that  the  occasion  for 
such  a  tribute  might  have  b^n  deferred  till  the  subject  could 
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carry  out  his  cherished  parpose  of  yisiting  this  land  and  bearing 
a  part  in  the  late  meeting  of  the  Evangelical  Alliance,  and  that 
so  we  might  have  heard  for  ourselves  this  "  prince  of  modern 
preachers.'* 

Fatth  Work,* — Dr.  Cnllis  and  his  manifold  work  in  Boston 
have  by  this  time  won  a  place  in  the  public  mind  large  enough 
and  warm  enough  to  warrant  an  account  of  that  work  in  its  sev- 
eral departments  and  through  successive  stages  from  the  begin- 
ning to  the  present  time,  about  eight  years.  Instituted  by  him 
and  now  successfully  carried  on  under  his  direction,  are  the  ^'  Con- 
sumptives' Home,"  "  Children's  Home,"  "  Deaconesses'  Home," 
"  Grove  Hall  Chapel,"  and  "  Willard  Tract  Depository,"  while  he 
is  making  preparations  also  for  a  "  Cancer  House,"  and  a  "  Chapel 
and  Training  College  for  Christian  Workers."  He  issues  also  three 
monthly  papers,  one  of  them  for  children.  All  these  operations 
have  been  conducted  and  the  requisite  funds  obtained  through 
that  method  of  "  Faith"  which  was  exemplified  by  A.  6.  Francke 
in  Germany  nearly  two  centuries  ago,  and  for  years  past  by  MtLller 
in  England.  Annual  reports  have  been  issued  by  Dr.  Cullis,  giv- 
ing information  of  the  character  and  progress  of  his  work  from 
year  to  year,  in  acknowledgment  of  the  divine  guidance,  and 
showing  his  receipts  and  expenditures,  in  this  last  view  serv- 
ing as  a  balance-sheet  in  business  transactions  and  properly 
averting  public  distrust  No  doubt  one  effect  has  been  to  increase 
contributions  in  behalf  of  his  philanthropic  undertakings,  but  this 
was  incidental  and  unavoidable,  and  it  remains  true  that  he  has 
not  employed  direct  solicitations.  In  his  case,  as  in  George 
Mtlller's,  cavilers  may  allege  this  effect  to  disparage  his  reliance 
on  prayer  and  Providence;  but  if^  as  they  profess  to  think,  such 
reports  are  themselves  effective  natural  means  of  attracting  con- 
tributions, why  are  they  not  depended  on  by  other  "  collectors" 
and  "agents"  for  similar  purposes?  And  what  chiefly  makes 
these  accounts  attractive  but  the  faith  and  charity  they  delineate  ? 
Dr.  Boardman,  in  this  little  volume,  sums  up  and  sets  forth  in  suc- 
cessive chapters  the  incidents  and  lessons  that  best  deserve  a  per- 
manent record,  from  information  furnished  by  the  "beloved 
physician." 

*  Faith  Work,  under  Dr.  GuXbia^  in  Boston.    By  Bey.  W.  E.  BoABDifAir.    Boston : 
Willaid  Tract  Repository.    1874.    pp.  296. 
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Gage's  "Favorite  Hymns."* — It  was  a  happy  thought  of 
Mr.  Gage  to  bring  together  sixty-six  pieces  that  deserve  this  title, 
as  their  authors  first  gave  them  to  the  world,  often  indeed  with- 
out anticipating  the  use  that  has  consecrated  them  to  "  the  service 
of  song."  The  compiler's  judgment  needs  no  commendation. 
The  publishers  have  done  their  part  in  fitly  investing  them  for  the 
most  fastidious  eyes.  The  interest  and  value  of  the  work  are 
enhanced  by  a  brief  "  Biographical  Index,"  and  the  name  and 
date  of  the  author  are  appended  to  each  hymn.  Toplady's  "  Rock 
of  Ages,"  though  included,  is  not  referred  to  in  the  table  of  first 
lines.  This  noble  hymn  is  now  never  sung  just  as  it  was  first 
printed,  and  the  editor  in  the  preface  adverts  to  the  original  line, 
"  When  my  eye-strings  break  in  death,"  as  an  example  of  one 
reason  why  some  things  cannot  be  restored,  the  later  version  hav- 
iog  rooted  itself  too  strongly.  Yet  we  cannot  agree  with  him  in 
his  admiration  of  the  original  in  this  instance.  We  suppose  it 
to  have  been  discarded  for  some  such  reason  as  we  should  assign, 
that  the  image  is  too  violent  and  non-natural.  Apart  from  this 
instance,  Mr.  Gage  in  the  preface  has  properly  vindicated  the  pro- 
priety of  making  some  changes  in  hynmology,  as  opposed  to  the 
indiscriminate  prejudice  often  urged  on  the  other  side.  Experi- 
ence in  compiling  a  hymn-book  for  use  in  public  worship  will  rec- 
oncile the  most  sensitive  critic  to  some  innovations  already  estab- 
lished, and  even  tempt  him  further.  Yet  liberty  in  this  direction 
cannot  be  too  carefully  guarded.  By  some  oversight  in  the  index 
of  first  lines,  Cowper's  hymn,  "There  is  a  fountain,"  Ac,  is 
ascribed  to  Toplady. 

The  Relations  of  the  Kingdom  to  the  WoBLD.f — This 
work,  as  we  learn  from  a  "  prefatory  note,"  is  the  third  part  of  an 
"  attempt  to  open  up"  our  Lord*s  Sermon  on  the  Mount,  yet  fitted 
to  be  read  independently.  "  The  two  preceding  parts,"  on  "  The 
Beatitudes"  and  "  The  Laws  of  the  Kingdom,"  we  have  not  seen, 
but  the  obvious  excellence  of  the  little  treatise  now  before  us 
leaves  us  to  wonder  that  they  are  not  more  fully  known  as  produc- 
tions of  the  same  thoughtful  writer.  After  a  careful  introduction, 
it  treats  of  the  "  Relations"  of  the  divine  kingdom  "  to  the  World 

*  Favorite  ffymns,  in  their  Original  Form.  Selected  and  verified  by  William 
LiOKHABD  Gagb.    New  York:  A.  8.  Barnes  k  Ck>.     1874.    pp.  116. 

t  77i6  RelatUms  of  the  Kingdom  to  the  World,  By  J.  Oswald  Dykxs,  D.D.  New 
York ;  Robert  Carter  4  Brothers.    1874.    pp.  210. 
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as  a  PoBBession ;"  the  "  First  Warning"  being  "  against  Covetous- 
ness,"  from  Matt,  vi,  19-24,  and  the  "  Second,"  "  against  Anxiety," 
from  Matt,  vi,  26-34.  Then  of  the  "  Relations  of  the  Kingdom" 
« to  the  World  as  Evil ;"  and  first  of  "  correcting"  its  evil,  from 
Matt,  vii,  1-6,  second  of  "  escaping"  it,  from  Matt,  vii,  7-14, 
third,  "  of  detecting  false  teachers  in  the  Kingdom,"  from  Matt, 
vii,  16-20,  fourth,  "  of  judgment  of  evil  within  the  Kingdom," 
from  Matt,  vii,  21-23,  which  is  followed  by  a  "Conclusion," 
from  Matt,  vii,  24-27.  The  subjects  thus  indicated  are  handled 
with  much  freshness  and  discrimination  of  thought  and  pi-ecision 
of  language.  The  Scriptures  brought  into  view  are  carefrdly 
interpreted  and  applied.  Their  moral  lessons  are  most  judiciously 
set  forth.  Both  in  matter  and  manner  the  work  is  scholarly, 
thoughtful,  and  devout.  K  we  should  take  any  exception,  it 
would  be  to  something  like  excessive  elaboration  here  and  there 
in  the  style.  We  cc»rdially  commend  the  book  to  intelligent 
readers  as  a  fit  accompaniment  to  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount,  and 
an  exposition  of  pure  morality,  at  once  stimulating  and  healthful. 
We  observe  that  the  writer  or  the  printer  falls  into  a  practice  now 
too  common  of  dispensing  with  the  capital  in  the  adjective  Chris- 
tian. We  have  to  ask  also  whether  the  phrase  "  wear  done,"  on 
page  63,  is  a  Scotticism  or  only  a  misprint. 

Encouragements  to  Faith.* — ^This  elegant  little  volume  is 
properly  represented  by  the  title.  Mr.  Kimball  is  already  some- 
what known  among  our  readers,  through  occasional  contributions 
to  religious  journals,  as  an  earnest  Christian  in  business  life, 
strong  and  happy  in  his  own  convictions,  a  clear  and  sensible 
writer,  concerning  himself  with  questions  of  practical  religion  in 
the  light  of  the  Scriptures  and  personal  experience.  The  publish- 
ing office  is  a  voucher  for  the  sentiments  inculcated  as  of  that 
^'  school "  which  has  come  to  be  known  in  connection  with  ^'  the 
Higher  Life."  The  writer  is  not  so  much  restricted,  however,  as 
some  of  his  brethren  to  a  certain  range  of  thought  and  a  corres- 
ponding technical  phraseology.  He  properly  describes  his  own 
work  when  he  says,  ''It  is  simply  a  transcript  of  direct,  affec- 
tionate conversational  endeavors,  which  the  Lord  deigned  to  use, 
to  help  a  troubled  soul  out  of  a  sea  of  doubts ;"  and  it  further 
interests  us  to  learn  that  these  doubts  were  those  ''  of  one  whose 
father  disallowed  alike  the  claims  of  God  and  the  promises  of 

*  Encowage7neni8  to  Faith.  By  James  Williaii  EiMBiiLL.  Willard  Tract  Reposi- 
.tory,  Boston,    pp.  207. 
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God ;  of  one  whose  ancestors,  avowed  skeptics,  from  time  imme- 
morial had  done  the  same."  The  contents  are  distributed  in 
twenty-seven  brief  chapters,  or  rather  letters,  addressed  to  such 
an  inquirer.  Their  good  sense,  earnestness,  conversational  simpli- 
city, and  fidelity  to  the  Scriptures,  cannot  fail  to  make  them  use- 
ful to  many  other  inquirers.  We  commend  them  especially  for 
the  prominence  given  to  simple  faith  in  the  personal  Saviour  as 
compared  with  intellectual  processes  and  ethical  resolutions. 

The  Gatbs  of  Prater.* — A  beautiful  little  volume,  the  paper, 
type,  and  binding  befitting  its  sacred  office.  It  contains  a  prayer 
for  every  morning  and  evening  in  the  month,  each  having  its  own 
Scripture  text  as  a  motto,  and  all  preceded  by  the  line,  '*  This 
gate  of  the  Lord  into  which  the  righteous  shall  enter,"  and  fol- 
lowed by  the  verse,  '*Open  to  me  the  gates  of  righteousness:  I 
will  go  into  them,  and  I  will  praise  the  Lord."  It  is  meant  for 
private  rather  than  for  family  use.  The  name  of  the  author,  Dr. 
Macduff^  is  a  guaranty  for  the  Scriptural  quality  and  evangelic 
fervor  of  the  prayers.  We  would  not  have  any  such  books  made, 
nor  is  this  intended  to  be,  a  substitute  for  one's  own  prayers,  yet 
these  may  be  aided  by  the  daily  reading  here  given  for  a  month. 

Dr.  Prime's  "  South  and  North  of  Europe,"! — ^This  is  one 
of  the  pleasantest  of  the  popular  books  of  travel  of  the  season. 
About  half  of  the  volume  is  occupied  with  a  lively  description  of 
a  run  through  the  peninsula  of  Spain ;  and  the  other  half  is  de- 
voted to  an  account  of  a  rapid  journey  which  the  author  took 
to  Moscow  and  St.  Petersburg,  to  Finland,  Sweden,  Norway,  and 
Denmark.  Few  writers  have  the  art  of  dashing  off  a  story  of 
travel  in  so  attractive  a  manner  as  Dr.  Prime.  Long  practice  has 
made  him  nearly  perfect,  and  the  book  before  us  is  certainly  one 
of  his  best. 

Tainb's  "  Tour  through  the  Pyrenees."! — The  New  Eng- 
lander^  we  believe,  was  one  of  the  first  of  the  magazines  of  the 
country  (1862,  p.  553)  to  call  attention  to  this  very  interesting 
book  of  M.  Taine,  which  Messrs.  Henry  Holt  &  Co.,  of  New 

*  The  Oaka  of  Prayer:  a  Book  of  Private  Devotion  for  Moniing  and  Evening. 
By  the  author  of  "  Morning  and  Night  Watches,"  '*  Memories  of  Bethany,"  Ac. 
New  York:  Robert  Carter  ft  Brothers.     1874.    pp.  363. 

f  The  ADiambra  and  (he  Kremlin^The  South  and  North  of  Europe.  Bj 
Samuel  Ixsaxoa  Pbimb.  New  York:  A.  D.  F.  Randolph.  12mo,  pp.  382. 
HandjBomely  illustrated. 

X  Tour  through  the  Pyrenees.  By  HiFPr>LTTB  Adolphb  Tainb.  Translated  by 
J.  Saftobd  Fiskb.    New  York :  Henry  Holt  ft  Co.    1874.    12mo,  pp.  349. 
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York,  have  now  reprinted  in  an  English  version.  The  first  edition, 
with  illustrations  by  Dor6,  was  exhausted  at  once.  The  present 
edition  is  without  the  illustrations. 

Uebsbweg's  Histobt  op  Philosophy,  (Vol.  IL)* — ^Professor 
Morris  has  completed,  in  a  highly  creditable  manner,  his  transla- 
tion of  this  excellent  manual.  No  one  who  is  not  himself  a 
scholar  and  versed  in  philosophy  would  be  competent  to  such  a 
task  as  Professor  Morris  has  undertaken  and  has  satisfactorily 
performed.  The  translator  of  such  a  work  must  not  only  be  fa- 
miliar with  the  German  language,  but  conversant  with  the  partic- 
ular themes  which  are  often  discussed  in  precise  and  condensed 
statements,  in  this  treatise.  It  will  form  an  admirable,  and  the 
best  accessible,  text-book  in  the  history  of  philosophy.  The  value 
of  this  volume  is  very  much  increased  by  the  copious  and  learned 
chapters  on  the  history  of  English  and  American  philosophy,  from 
the  pen  of  the  American  editor  of  the  work.  President  Porter, 
and  by  the  dissertation  on  modem  Italian  philosophy,  contrib- 
uted by  Prof  Botta. 

Records  of  a  Quiet  LiFB.f — The  Rev.  W.  L.  Gage  has  done 
a  good  service  by  condensing  in  a  single  duodecimo  the  two  rather 
thick  volumes  of  the  original  edition  of  this  charming  Life  of  the 
brothers  Augustus  and  Julius  Hare.  We  have  already  spoken  in 
high  terms  of  these  Memoirs ;  and  if  any  persons  have  been 
hitherto  deterred  from  reading  these  by  the  fact  that  they  are  so 
voluminous,  this  abridged  edition  ought  to  tempt  them  to  make 
themselves  acquainted  with  one  of  the  most  readable  books  of  the 
season. 

NEW   PUBLICATIONS. 

The  structure  of  Animal  life.  Six  lectures  delivered  at  the  Brooklyn  Academy 
of  Music,  in  January  and  February,  1862.  By  Louis  Agassiz,  late  director  of  the 
Museum  of  Compfutitiye  Zoology.  Thlld  edition.  New  York :  Soribner,  Arm- 
strong k  Ck>.,  1874.     8vo,  pp.  128. 

A  Summer  Vacation.  Four  Sermons.  By  Edward  E.  Hale.  Boston :  Roberta 
Brothers.     16mo,  pp.  75. 

Bed-time  Stories.  By  Louise  Chandler  Moulton.  With  illustrations  by  Addie 
Ledyard.    Boston:  Roberts  Brothers,  1873.    12mo,  pp.  239. 

Gold  and  Dross.  By  Edward  Garrett.  New  York:  Dodd  ft  Mead.  1874.  12mo» 
pp.  305. 

The  Poet's  Gift  of  Consolation  to  Sorrowing  Mothers.  New  York:  A.  S« 
Barnes  k  Co.    16mo,  pp.  167. 

*  Tkeobgical  and  PhUodophiecU  Librc»y.  Edited  by  Drs.  H.  B.  SiOTH  and  P. 
SOHAFP.    New  York :  Scribner,  Armstrong  ft  Co.  *  1874. 

f  Recordt  of  a  Quiet  Life.  By  Actoustus  J.  C.  Hare.  Revised  for  American 
readers  by  William  L.  Gage.   Boston :  Roberts  Brothers.    1873.    12mo,  pp.  373. 
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Amiclk  L— the    negotiations    ON    THE  SWEDISH 
INVASION  OF  GERMANY. 

Sverigee  Siatoria  under  Gtistaf  IL  Adolphs  Begering^  af  ABRA- 
HAM Cbonholh,  Stockholm,  1867-1872.   (6  vols.) 

Onsta/Ado^y  von  G.  DboYSEN,  Leipzig,  1869-1870.    (2  vola) 

The  period  of  the  Beformation  and  the  Thirty  Years'  War 
(1517-1648),  as  one  of  the  four  great  epochs  in  the  history  of 
modem  times — epochs  in  which  the  preceding  age  culminates, 
and  from  which  are  deduced  the  policy  and  institutions  of  the 
following,  and  in  which  the  spirit  of  nationalism  yields  to  a 
superior,  universal  tendency — ^is  of  special  interest  to  us,  inas- 
much as  from  it  proceed  those  principles  of  national  and  inter- 
national politics,  and  those  phases  of  religion  and  theology, 
which  are  particularly  felt  in  our  times,  and  which  are  the  more 
immediate  subject  of  study  in  modem  history.  The  character 
and  career  of  Ghistavus  Adolphus,  forming,  as  they  do,  an  im- 
portant, determinative  element  of  this  period,  have  especially 
attracted  the  attention  of  writers  of  history ;  yet  only  recently 
has  any  considerable  advance  been  made  towards  a  correct  un- 
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derstanding  of  the  man  and  his  work.  '*  The  history  of  his 
German  campaign,"  says  Professor  Odhner,  "  has  been  regarded 
as  the  well-known  heroic  saga  of  Sweden  and  of  the  whole 
Protestant  world — about  as  the  history  of  the  Crusades  is  that 
of  Catholicism — and  has,  therefore,  been  surrounded  with  a 
nimbus,  an  ideal  glory,  which  has  rendered  difficult  a  clear 
conception  both  of  the  characters  and  course  of  events.  They 
have  loved  to  see  in  Qnstavus  Adolphus  a  hero  of  the  Protes- 
tant faith,  comparable  with  Godfrey  of  Bouillon  and  St  Louis, 
as  these  stood  forth  in  the  Catholic  tradition, — a  conception 
which  still  forms  the  chief  basis  of  the  Swedish  public's  idea. 
Even  in  Protestant  Germany  the  same  became  generally  cur- 
rent in  the  last  century,  and  as  long  as  the  cosmopolitan  ten- 
dency in  historical  investigation  was  there  predominant."  But 
under  the  influence  of  particularism  the  participation  of  Gus- 
tavus  Adolphus  in  the  German  war  was  discussed  in  a  different 
tone;  and  those  writers,  as  Hurter,  Gfrorer  and  Koch,  who 
considered  the  question  from  the  Austrian  or  Catholic  point  of 
view,  and  who  saw  the  weal  of  the  German  people  in  their 
unity  and  the  revival  of  their  national  life  through  the  Empire 
of  Austria,  represented  the  King  of  Sweden,  in  his  last,  great 
undertaking,  with  all  the  traditional  prejudices,  of  the  party  to 
which  they  belonged,  denied  to  him,  as  a  man,  even  the  quali- 
ties of  honesty  and  sincerity,  and  described  him  as  an  invader 
eager  for  conquest  and  plunder.  And  while  the  Swedes  have 
been  more  justly  moderate,  denying  through  their  later  writers 
— Qeijer,  Cronholm,  Hammarstrand,  Svedelius — ^that  Gustavus 
Adolphus  ever  became  the  saint-like  character  of  popular  tradi- 
tion, and  giving  prominence  to  his  political  motives,  some  wri- 
ters of  North  Germany  have  expressed  views  even  more  ex- 
treme than  those  entertained  by  the  representatives  of  the 
Hapsburg  party.  They  cast  upon  the  King  o£  Sweden  the 
responsibility  of  Germany's  lack  of  patriotism,  her  numerous 
petty  divisions,  her  weakness  and  national  humiliation,  in  that 
through  him  the  plan  of  the  Emperor  had  been  thwarted  when 
he  was  about  to  sweep  away  the  multitude  of  States  with  their 
particular  interests  and  effect  their  unity  under  a  single  sover- 
eign, apparently  foigetting  that  this  tovereign  was  to  be  the 
head  of  the  House  of  Hapsburg,  whose  purpose  at  one  time  was 
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to  suppress  the  Protestant  faith.  All  this  exaggeration  has, 
however,  contributed  little  to  our  knowledge  of  the  motives  of 
Oustavus  Adolphus  in  invading  Germany,  but  it  has  helped 
indirectly  to  give  the  subject  a  more  thorough  investigation 
from  various  points  of  view.  Finally,  the  radical  idea  of  Pro- 
fessor G.  Droysen,  that  Gustavus  Adolphus  was  moved  to  un- 
dertake his  German  campaign  entirely  by  political  motives,* 
has  not  met  with  general  acceptance,  so  that  the  question  is 
still  an  open  one;  which  may,  perhaps,  justify  a  brief  examin- 
ation of  the  negotiations  relative  to  the  Thirty  Years'  War, 
in  which  Gustavus  Adolphus  participated  prior  to  the  summer 
of  1880. 

These  negotiations  show,  that  his  policy  in  the  first  part 
of  his  reign  was  the  continuation  of  that  of  Oharles  the  Ninth ; 
that  he  was  willing,  while  he  believed  his  kingdom  not  in 
need  of  foreign  support,  to  join  an  alliance  of  the  evangelical 
princes  and  States ;  and  that  later,  especially  after  the  defeat  of 
Christian  the  Fourth,  motives  of  a  purely  political  nature  were 
added  to  those  which  had  already  persuaded  him,  through  the 
combined  influence  of  which  he  determined  to  invade  Germany, 
although  he  might  not  be  able  to  make  peace  with  Poland. 

In  the  excitement  that  followed  the  death  of  King  Eric,  his 
brothers,  John  and  Charles,  received  in  common  the  homage 
the  people  were  wont  to  pay  their  sovereign.  Whatever  may 
have  been  John's  peculiar  bent,  both  held  the  same  apparent 
relation  to  the  Church.  Sweden  was  still  united  in  the  faith  of 
the  Beformation.  John  became  king,  and  his  son,  Sigismund, 
with  the  consent  of  Charles,  heir  to  the  throna  The  king 
sought  to  lead  the  nation  back  to  Catholicism,  and  after  him 
Sigismund,  who  had  become  King  of  Poland,  continued  the 
policy  of  his  &ther.  Charles  endeavored  to  maintain  the  work 
of  Gustavus  Wasa.  "  What  separated  the  brothers  was  in  fact 
the  same  contest  that  now  divided  the  world."  (Gteijer.)    To 

*  In  his  preface  Prafeeaor  Broyaen  says :  "  Nicht  dan  ftir  die  Entwiddmig  der 
reinen  Lehre  GuBtaf  Adolfs  Eingreifen  in  die  deutsohen  Angelegenheiten  ent- 
scheidend  gewesen  ist,  bestreite  ich;  aber  ich  beetreite,  daae  er  su  Nute  und 
Frommen  ddB  kirchlichen  Lebens  und  der  Glaubensfreiheit  in  sie  hat  eingreifen 
wollen.  Ich  behaupte,  dan  ihn  GrCknde  durchaog  poUtiaoher  Natur  txa  Verwen- 
dung  anch  dieaee  Mittels  bewogen,  geswungen  haben. 

Dieae  Behaupking  aucht  die  nachfolgende  Darstellung  za  beweiaen." 
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adjust  this  dispute  a  national  conncil  was  called  at  XJpsala  in 
February,  1698. 

Charles  and  the  Estates  were  united  on  the  side  of  Protes- 
tantism. The  Augsburg  confession  was  adopted  unchanged, 
and  the  Bible  was  acknowledged  as  the  only  ground  and  rule 
of  the  evangelical  doctrine.  Conditions  were  framed,  to  which 
Sigismund  was  required  to  take  oath  before  he  could  receive 
the  crown:  no  Catholic  should  be  able  to  hold  office  in 
Sweden;  any  Swede  who  should  fall  away  to  the  Catholic 
faith,  or  allow  his  children  to  grow  up  in  it,  should  lose  his 
right  of  citizenship ;  Catholics  might  indeed  remain  in  the  king- 
dom, if  they  would  conduct  themselves  peaceably,  but  no 
Catholic  services  should  be  tolerated,  except  in  the  king  s 
chapel.  The  council  also  resolved,  that  '^  in  the  absence  of  his 
nephew,  they  would  acknowledge  Charles  as  regent,  and 
promise  him  obedience  in  all  that  he  should  do  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  Augsburg  confession  in  Sweden."  September 
80,  1598,  Sigismund  landed  in  StockholnL  At  first  he  refused 
to  comply  with  these  conditions,  but,  under  the  pressure  which 
Charles  brought  to  bear,  he  finally  submitted,  and  was  crowned 
"  The  Estates  sang  the  Te  Deum  as  over  a  victory  won."  In 
this  contest  Sweden's  ecclesiastical  policy  for  the  future  was 
determined,  and  for  it  the  nation  was  willing  to  give  up  even 
the  Intimate  heir  to  the  throne.  Sigismund  was  false  to  his 
oath,  and  sailed  for  Poland  in  1594,  leaving  the  people  in  dis- 
content and  bloody  strifa  The  Diet  of  Soderkoping  confirmed 
the  resolutions  that  had  been  taken  earlier  against  the  Catholics 
in  the  kingdom.  In  accordance  with  the  fi^uently  expressed 
wish  of  the  Estates,  Charles  ascended  the  throne  in  1604,  and 
Gustavus  Adolphus  was  recognized  as  Crown  Prince.  "  The 
intrigues  of  the  Catholics,  together  with  Sigismund  s  hereditary 
claims  and  intimate  connection  with  the  House  of  Hapsburg, 
already  determined  Charles  the  Ninth  to  ally  himself  to  the 
princes  and  States,  which  were  induced  either  by  ecclesiastical 
or  political  reasons  to  oppose  the  plans  of  the  Catholic  propa- 
ganda for  extension,  or  at  least  the  political  influence  of  the 
House  of  Hapsburg."  (Hammarstrand.)  In  1610  he  sent  an 
embassy  to  England,  through  which  he  declared  his  willingness 
to  form  an  alliance  with  England,  the  Netherlands,  and  France. 
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The  envoy  dispatched  to  Henry  the  Foartb,  the  same  year,  to 
effect  the  renewal  of  the  alliance  of  1659  and  its  extension  to 
England  and  Holland,  was  recalled  on  the  death  of  that  mon- 
arch. At  the  same  time,  through  Strole,  van  Dyk,  Stenbock, 
and  Skytte,  he  opened  n^otiations  for  an  alliance  with  the 
Netherlands  alone,  or  in  connection  with  England  and  the 
Evangelical  Union,  against  Poland  and  Spain,  the  common 
enemies  of  Sweden  and  Holland.  These  attempts  were  fruit- 
less, and  his  endeavors  to  avert  the  impending  war  with  Den- 
mark were  equally  unsuccessful ;  yet  even  with  this  cloud  ris- 
ing before  his  eyes,  he  was  not  prevented  from  seeing  the 
presage  of  a  mightier  storm  in  the  distance ;  and  in  his  last 
testament  he  especially  urged  his  queen  and  children  to  main- 
tain friendship  with  the  Protestant  princes  of  Germany. 

**The  foreign  policy  of  Q-ustavus  Adolphus — and  in  most 
respects  the  internal  also — was  in  fact  merely  a  continuation  of 
that  of  Charles  the  Ninth,  and  rested  in  general  on  the  same 
ground  as  this,  even  if  the  daring  genius  of  Grustavus  Adolphus 
in  time  opened  for  itself  a  more  extensive  sphere  of  activity." 
(Hammarstrand.)  In  behalf  of  the  Union,  which  was  allied 
with  England  and  Holland,  and  was  negotiating  for  an  alliance 
with  Switzerland,  France,  and  Denmark,  the  Landgrave,  Maurice 
of  Hesse,  sent  John  Zobel  to  treat  with  Sweden.  In  order 
rightly  to  understand  the  position  of  Gustavus  Adolphus  in  the 
first  period  of  his  negotiations  with  the  princes  and  States  of 
Germany,  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  the  Union  of  1608  and 
the  League  of  Smalcalde  were  similar  organizations.  Zobel 
had  an  interview  with  the  king  (June,  1614)  in  Narva  Among 
other  things  he  communicated  the  information,  that,  in  the  pro- 
ject of  the  allies  to  embrace  foreign  powers,  Sweden  had  been 
remembered,  and  that  the  Landgrave  would  endeavor  to  pro- 
cure for  the  Swedish  king  an  invitation  to  join  them,  if  he 
desired  to  do  so.  Maurice  was  willing  to  act  as  agent  in  such 
negotiation&  The  king  replied,  that  under  the  circumstances 
he  regarded  the  Union  both  useful  and  necessary,  and  that  he 
had  charged  John  Oasimir,  by  whom  he  had  received  previ-^ 
ously  some  information  relative  to  it,  to  obtain,  through  tho 
Elector  of  the  Palatinate  and  other  members,  an  invitation  for 
him  to  join  it ;  yet»  inasmuch  as  he  was  still  ignorant  of  what 
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Casimir  had  accomplished,  Maurice,  by  obtaining  such  an  in- 
vitation, would  not  only  give  an  especially  welcome  proof  of 
friendship,  but  would  also,  by  securing  the  participation  of 
Sweden,  strengthen  the  alliance  and  place  it  in  a  condition  to 
command  a  greater  degree  of  respect  Not  long  afterwards  he 
received  a  letter  from  the  Diet  of  the  Union  (dated  Heilbronn, 
Sept  25, 1614),  which  represented  the  deplorable  state  of  affairs 
in  Germany,  the  danger  hanging  over  the  Protestants  through 
the  increased  activity  of  the  Catholics,  and  urged  the  king  not 
to  abandon  them ;  but,  in  case  of  outbreaking  hostilities,  to 
assist  them  in  the  maintenance  of  the  evangelical  faith  and 
German  liberty;  yet  this  "was  not  a  formal  invitation  to 
alliance,  like  that  which  Gustavus  Adolphus  had  desired,  but 
merely  the  beginning,  the  initiative,  of  a  so-called  intimate  cor- 
respondence." Gustavus  Adolphus  sent  Balzar  Niemand  to 
the  allies  with  the  requested  answer  (March  2,  1615),  and  as- 
sured them,  "  that  in  consideration  of  their  great  danger  and 
the  justice  of  their  cause,  he  would  give  them  assistance  as 
soon  as  he  should  have  closed  the  Polish  war,  and  with  all 
diligence  would  undertake  to  maintain  the  Protestant  faith. '^ 
He  closed,  however,  no  formal  alliance  with  the  members  of 
the  Union ;  nor  did  Sweden,  in  its  exhausted  condition,  its 
unreliable  relations  to  Denmark,  its  wars  with  Russia  and 
Poland,  offer  great  resources  for  immediate  aid. 

The  King  of  Sweden  continued  his  negotiations :  with  Hol- 
land they  led  to  alliance ;  with  Russia  to  the  treaty  of  Stol- 
bova;  with  Poland  to  armistice;  with  Brandenburg  to  the 
marriage  of  Gustavus  Adolphus  with  the  sister  of  the  elector ; 
with  Denmark  to  friendship  between  the  two  crowns;  with 
England  to  splendid  promises.  Meanwhile  the  proposition  to 
form  a  general  Protestant  alliance  was  frequently  considered, 
and  Gustavus  Adolphus  sought  the  assistance  of  Denmark, 
Holland,  and  England  in  the  Polish  war.  About  the  same 
time  (1618)  he  determine(lto  seek  the  co-operation  of  the  allied 
princes  of  Germany  in  the  same  undertaking.  He  charged 
van  Dyk  with  a  mission  to  Heidelberg,  and  instructed  him  to 
show  how  the  king  was  not  able  to  make  peace  with  Poland 
and  to  represent  the  disastrous  consequences  of  allowing  Sigis- 
mund  to  execute  his  plan  against  Sweden,  since  then  not  only 
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this  kingdom  but  also  the  Baltic  would  be  at  the  disposal  of 
his  ally,  the  King  of  Spain,  who  would  thereby  obtain  impor- 
tant means  for  the  support  of  his  naval  power ;  whence  there 
would  result  the  overthrow  of  the  princes  and  States  on  the 
Baltic  and  the  suppression  of  the  Protestant  faith  in  Germany. 
Van  Dyk  should,  therefore,  exhort  the  elector  and  his  allies 
**  to  take  this  into  consideration,  as  the  chief  means  whereby 
the  King  of  Spain  hoped  at  last  to  be  able  to  attain  to  his  long 
sought  universal  monarchy  and  to  re-establish  the  papal  super- 
stition in  all  those  places  where,  by  the  grace  of  God,  it  had 
been  abandoned ;"  and  to  consider  how,  by  the  united  strength 
of  the  Union,  this  might  be  prevented.  The  sending  of  the 
embassy  was  several  times  postponed  and  finally  abandoned. 
With  a  similar  purpose  the  King  of  Sweden  had  in  the  mean- 
time opened  negotiations  with  the  Elector  of  the  Palatinate 
through  John  Casimir,  in  which  the  project  to  form  a  general 
Protestant  alliance  was  again  discussed.  He  desired  that  the 
allied  German  princes  should  send  an  envoy  to  the  Scandi- 
navian kings  and  invite  them — ^at  least  the  King  of  Sweden — 
to  join  the  Union.  He  wished  also  an  influential  agent  at  the 
elector's  court,  through  whom  he  might  be  kept  informed  of 
the  state  of  affairs  in  Germany,  and  by  whom  his  interests 
there  might  be  furthered.  The  elector  appeared  willing  to  com- 
ply with  the  wishes  of  the  king:  he  sent  Christopher  von 
Dohna  to  England  (Dec^,  1618).  as  envoy  of  the  Union,  to 
advocate  before  King  James  the  affairs  of  Sweden.  Casimir 
found  in  Camerarius  a  zealous  supporter  of  Swedish  interests. 
Soon  afterwards,  probably  through  the  advice  of  Camerarius, 
the  elector  asked  the  King  of  England  to  hinder,  by  means  of 
mediation,  the  renewal  of  hostilities  between  Sweden  and  Den- 
mark. On  the  restoration  of  Elfsborg  to  Sweden,  friendship 
between  the  two  northern  kingdoms  was  restored ;  but  their 
relations  to  one  another  and  their  common  relations  to  the 
affairs  of  the  Protestants  in  Germany  were  such,  that  they  con- 
tinued to  be  influenced  more  or  less  by  jealousy. 

The  time  had  come  that  demanded  unity  on  the  part  of  the 
Protestants ;  "  for  with  the  Bohemian  revolution  the  signal  was 
at  last  given  for  a  great  and  decisive  conflict  between  the  two 
chief  interests,  which  for  a  century  had  separated  the  greater 
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part  of  the  population  of  Europe  into  two  hostile  parties ;  and 
as  King  Ferdinand  in  his  oppressed  situation  hastened  to  assure 
himself  of  the  support  of  the  Pope,  Spain,  and  Poland,  so  also 
the  Bohemian  Protestants  endeavored  to  make  their  cause  a 
general  concern  of  Protestantism."  With  this  purpose  they 
wrote  to  Gustavus  Adolphus  (March  8,  1619),  vindicating  their 
conduct  and  ui*ging  him  to  give  them  counsel  and  assistance 
and  to  induce  the  Netherlands  and  the  Hanse  towns  to  embrace 
their  cause.  But  unity  was  not  easily  attainable.  Saxony  and 
Hesse-Darmstadt  continued  to  hold  a  doubtful  relation  to  the 
Union,  and  exerted  an  influence  for  the  House  of  Hapsburg 
and  against  the  Protestants.  Even  the  members  of  the  Union 
themselves  were  not  united,  and  the  young  and  inexperienced 
Elector  of  the  Palatinate  had  not  the  capability  to  be  a  success- 
ful head  and  leader  of  the  same.  One  member,  however,  if 
not  eminently  fortunate,  manifested,  nevertheless,  a  commend- 
able zeaL  In  view  of  the  inability  of  the  allies  alone  to  with- 
stand the  threatening  storm,  he  urged  a  general  evangelical 
convention  for  the  purpose  of  forming  an  alliance,  that  should 
embrace,  as  far  as  possible,  all  the  Protestants  of  Germany, 
inclusive  of  the  Bohemians ;  also  Holland,  England,  Protestant 
Switzerland,  and  the  Scandinavian  kingdoms.  In  the  letter 
which  the  members  of  the  Union  sent  to  Gustavus  Adolphus 
and  Christian  the  Fourth,  Casimir  saw  a  step  towards  more 
intimate  relations  between  the  Swedish  king  and  the  German 
allies. 

In  the  diet  of  the  Union  in  Heilbronn  (May,  1619)  prepara- 
tions were  made  for  war ;  the  Elector  of  the  Palatinate,  Fred- 
eric the  Fifth,  was  given  the  command-in  chief;  and  the  Bohe- 
mians were  assured  of  a  "friendly  correspondence,"  but  not 
admitted  to  alliance.  The  general  convention,  proposed  by 
Maurice,  was  to  be  held  in  Miilhausen,  and  Christian  the 
Fourth,  as  prince  of  the  Empire,  was  invited  to  participate  in  its 
n^otiations.  The  allies,  in  their  letter  to  the  King  of  Sweden, 
referred  to  the  account  of  the  condition  of  their  affairs,  made 
to  him  in  1614 ;  represented  the  increasing  danger  to  which 
the  evangelical  estates  were  subjected  by  the  Catholics,  and  the 
increasing  need  of  union  and  defence ;  and  finally  expressed 
the  hope,  that  Gustavus  Adolphus,  as  an  esteemed  evangelical 
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potentate^  would  consider  the  approaching  peril  and  not  allow 
the  enemy  any  advantages  in  Sweden ;  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
that  he  would  be  willing  to  support  the  evangelical  cause  in 
the  future,  since  there  was  involved  in  it  "  a  question  of  the 
honor  of  God,  the  propagation  of  the  gospel,  and  the  main- 
tenance of  thousands  of  souls  in  the  true  faith."  They  desired 
to  maintain  meantime  an  intimate  correspondence  with  him, 
and  promised  to  give  him  assistance,  when  he  should  wish  it 
Ferdinand  was  chosen  Emperor,  and  Frederic  the  Fifth 
became  King  of  Bohemia.  Casimir  had  urged  Frederic  to 
accept  the  Bohemian  crown,  hoping  thereby  to  effect  an  alliance 
between  him  and  the  King  of  Sweden ;  since  they  would  then 
have  the  same  cause  to  vindicate,  and  in  the  King  of  Poland  a 
common  neighbor  and  a  common  enemy.  Hitherto  the  Elector 
of  the  Palatinate  and  the  other  members  of  the  Union  had 
refused  to  ally  themselves  with  Gustavus  Adolphus,  not  wish- 
ing to  break  with  the  King  of  Poland  and  the  Elector  of  Bran- 
denburg ;  but,  having  ascended  the  throne  of  Bohemia,  Fred- 
eric had  thereby  put  himself  in  a  position  hostile  to  Sigismund, 
whence  there  was  opened  a  favorable  prospect  for  the  Swedish 
alliance.  Both  parties  &vored  it.  In  his  interview  with 
Frederic  at  Frankfort,  Casimir  endeavored  to  persuade  him 
to  dispatch  a  commissioner  to  treat  with  the  Kings  of  Denmark 
and  Sweden  in  the  name  of  the  Union,  or  of  the  King  of  Bohe- 
mia. Casimir  was  willing  to  undertake  such  a  mission.  That 
they  should  agree  on  mutual  support  in  men  and  money  was 
his  view  of  an  alliance  between  the  Union  or  the  Bohemian 
king  and  Sweden.  In  case  of  inability  to  famish  such  aid, 
Gustavus  Adolphus  might  invade  Livonia,  and  keep  the  Polish 
forces  employed  there.  Among  the  letters  which  Frederic  sent 
from  Amberg  to  the  courts  with  which  he  stood  in  friendly 
relations,  informing  them  of  his  determination  to  accept  the 
Bohemian  crown,  was  one  to  Gustavus  Adolphus,  stating  that 
he-  had  not  sought  the  crown  of  Bohemia,  but  had  determined 
to  receive  it,  in  consideration  of  the  danger  that  threatened 
Germany  and  the  whole  evangelical  Church,  and  for  the  honor 
of  God  and  the  extension  of  the  Gospel ;  the  same  letter  con- 
tained also  a  petition  for  support  The  general  convention  of 
Mtilhausen  was  postponed  to  meet  in  Nurembei^g  in  Novem- 
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ber,  and  before  its  opening  Frederic  received  a  letter  from  the 
King  of  Sweden,  wherein  the  latter  expressed  '^  his  desire  to 
participate  in  the  affairs  of  the  German  Protestants,"  his  appro- 
bation of  their  preparations  for  war,  and  his  willingness  to  fur- 
nish the  required  assistance.  By  rendering  such  assistance  he 
would,  as  Frederic  assured  him  in  reply,  acquire  the  especial 
friendship  of  the  King  of  Bohemia  and  his  allies.  The  conven- 
tion at  Nuremberg  lacked  energy :  it  refused  to  espouse  the 
cause  of  the  Bohemians,  and  in  its  military  preparations 
assumed  merely  a  position  of  defence,  and  resolved  to  continue 
negotiations  with  the  enemy.  The  discussion  on  the  Swedish 
alliance  is  said  to  have  been  secret,  and  was  probably  resultlesa 
Frederic  determined,  however,  to  send  an  embassy  to  Sweden, 
which  was  intrusted  to  Casimir  in  January,  1620.  Meanwhile 
Gustavus  Adolphus,  on  receiving  the  information  that  Frederic 
had  accepted  the  crown  of  Bohemia,  dispatched  Butgers  to 
Prague  to  congratulate  the  Estates  and  the  newly  elected  king ; 
but  the  more  special  business  of  the  embassador  was  to  find 
out,  and  give  the  King  of  Sweden,  information  on  the  state  of 
afiairs  in  Bohemia,  that  he  might  determine  his  course  accord- 
ing to  the  prospects  and  demands  of  the  circumstance&  Were 
these  favorable,  he  wished  to  enter  into  more  intimate  relations 
with  the  Bohemians  and  make  with  them  and  their  allies  a 
common  cause  against  Poland.  Such  a  union,  it  was  thoughti 
would  serve  as  the  basis  for  a  general  Protestant  alliance. 
Rutgers  was  instructed  to  negotiate  first  with  the  Elector  of 
Saxony,  in  order  to  induce  him  to  become  an  ally  of  the  Prot- 
estants. He  departed  for  Germany  about  the  first  of  Januaiy, 
1620,  and  a  few  days  later  Gustavus  Adolphus  received  Fred- 
eric's letter  from  Nuremberg  (dated  Nov.  14,  1619),  containing 
an  account  of  Poland's  hostilities  against  Silesia,  and  soliciting 
assistance.  At  the  same  time  he  received  several  letters  from 
John  Casimir,  which  exhorted  him  to  declare  formally  his 
desire  for  an  alliance  with  King  Frederic,  who  would  then  com- 
ply with  his  wishes.  Although  he  was  now  determined  to 
espouse  the  cause  of  the  Bohemians  and  the  allied  princes  of 
Germany,  he  nevertheless  desired  King  Frederic  and  his  allieSi 
through  an  embassy  to  Sweden,  formally  to  solicit  him  to  take 
this  step  and  to  assure  him  of  their  support,  in  case  he  should 
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need  it ;  otberwiBe  he  would  not  give  up  the  peace  his  king- 
dom enjoyed.  Shortly  afterwards  he  expressed  his  astonish- 
ment that  the  Germans  manifested  so  little  interest  in  this 
matter.  He  did  not  need  to  seek  alliance  with  foreign  powens, 
since  experience  showed  that  Sweden's  forces  in  themselves 
were  adequate  for  the  nation's  defence ;  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
he  had  strong  reasons  for  not  wishing  to  plunge  his  people  into 
war,  inasmuch  as  it  seemed  improbable  that  they  would  soon 
be  disturbed  by  hostilities  from  Poland,  since  Sigismund's 
attention  was  called  to  the  troubles  in  Bohemia ;  yet  he  was 
not  unwilling  to  invade  Livonia,  when  the  term  of  the  Polish 
armistice  should  have  expired ;  in  fact,  was  determined  '^  not  to 
take  his  hand  from  the  common  cause."  When,  therefore, 
Gasimir  informed  him  of  the  state  of  affairs  in  Bohemia  and 
asked  aid  for  the  Protestants,  the  king  declared  that  he  would 
send  them  eight  cannons  and  five  hundred  shot  for  each.  In 
his  account  of  this  mission  Casimir  said,  '^that  it  was  not 
owing  to  any  lack  of  good-will  on  the  part  of  Qustavus  Adolphus, 
and  still  less  to  any  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  commissioner,  if 
its  result  did  not  correspond  to  the  wishes  of  King  Frederic." 
Towards  the  close  of  April,  having  failed  in  the  negotiations 
with  Saxony,  Butgers  arrived  in  Prague.  The  parties  of  Frederic 
and  Ferdinand  presented  at  this  time  a  strong  contrast  When 
Frederic  accepted  the  crown,  he  had  counted  on  the  united 
action  of  the  several  Protestant  powers  in  behalf  of  the  Bohe- 
mians. In  this  he  had  been  disappointed ;  where  he  had  hoped 
to  meet  with  zealous  co-operation,  he  had  only  found  hesitancy, 
coldness,  and  indifference ;  and  the  power  of  the  nation  itself 
was  paralyzed*  by  the  prominence  of  its  particular  interests  and 
by  the  incapacity  of  the  king.  The  party  of  Ferdinand,  on  the 
other  hand,  had  found  support  among  the  Catholics  every- 
where, who,  while  the  Protestants  were  manifesting  their  imbe- 
cility at  the  convention  of  Nuremberg,  had  taken  measures  to 
strengthen  the  League  and  to  put  on  foot  an  army  of  26,000 
men.  Frederic  received  the  embassador  with  extravagant  ex- 
pressions of  friendship  and  confidence;  and,  since  the  Union 
had  refused  to  espouse  the  Bohemian  cause,  he  sought  to  form 
a  special  alliance  with  Sweden.  The  King  of  Sweden  wished 
to  learn  what  conditions  the  Bohemian  court  would  impose 
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upon  those  it  might  seek  as  allies,  but  commanded  Butgers  not 
to  make  any  agreement,  whereby  he  would  place  himself  or  the 
nation  under  obligations  to  King  Fredehc  Gustavus  Adolphus 
thus  determined  to  wait  for  future  developments  before  taking 
a  decisive  step,  and  in  this  he  was  confirmed  by  his  embassador 
and  by  the  rapid  succession  of  following  events.  The  clouds 
gathered  and  broke  at  last  over  the  Bohemian  Protestants  in 
the  battle  of  White  Mountain.  Soon  afterwards  the  unfortu- 
nate king  wrote  to  Gustavus  Adolphus,  representing  the  neces- 
sity of  union  on  the  part  of  the  Protestants  and  urging  him  to 
rescue  the  evangelical  cause. 

The  King  of  England  attempted  meantime  to  persuade  Chris- 
tian the  Fmrth  to  embrace  the  cause  of  the  Bohemians. 
Christian  paid  a  subsidy  of  200,000  rix-doUars,  not,  however, 
merely  because  he  wished  to  assist  Frederic,  but  because  he 
hoped  thereby  to  take  a  step  towards  an  alliance  with  England ; 
for  he  had  already  formed  the  plan  of  uniting  the  Protestant 
powers  in  a  confederation.  To  effect  this  was  the  business  of 
the  Congress  of  Segeberg  (March,  1621).  Denmark,  England, 
and  the  Netherlands,  as  well  as  a  number  of  German  princes, 
were  represented ;  but  Gustavus  Adolphus  replied  to  the  call, 
that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  send  a  deputy,  and  quite  as 
impossible  to  render  immediate  assistance ;  since  the  armistice 
with  Poland  drew  near  its  end,  and  it  was  doubtful  whether  a 
treaty  of  peace  or  a  renewal  of  hostilities  would  follow.  In 
case  of  peace,  as  he  wrote  later,  he  would  hasten  to  aid  the 
allies.  They  determined  to  form  a  defensive  alliance ;  to  oi^ganize 
an  army  of  6,000  infieintry  and  8,000  cavalry,  which  should  not 
only  defend  Lower  Saxony,  but  also  assist  the  Union.  Den- 
mark became  the  ally  of  England,  and  Christian  promised  to 
pay  100,000  rix-doUars  to  be  used  in  the  interests  of  Frederic. 
The  negotiations  between  Denmark  and  the  Netherlands  were 
not  equally  successful  Through  the  Congress  a  step  was  taken 
towards  a  more  intimate  relation  between  the  powers  repre- 
sented. While  they  were  thus  negotiating  for  the  advantage 
of  Protestantism,  the  members  of  the  Union  made  an  agreement 
with  the  Spanish  general,  Spinola,  in  which  they  pledged 
themselves  not  to  aid  Frederic,  to  dissolve  their  alliance,  and 
to  withdraw  their  troops  from  the  Palatinata  The  Union 
ended  with  the  assembly  in  Heilbronn  (May,  1621). 
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The  renewed  hofitilities  between  Sweden  and  Poland  de- 
manded the  attention  of  Oastavns  Adolphns  during  these 
s^otiations.  After  Frederic  had  been  disappointed  in  his 
expectation  of  assistance  from  Denmark  and  England,  he  turned 
to  Sweden,  and  rfevived  the  project  to  form  a  general  Protestant 
alliance,  with  the  new  feature,  that  it  should  be  under  the 
direction  of  the  Swedish  king;  and  inasmuch  as  the  means 
hitherto  employed  had  been  inadequate  to  restore  to  Frederic 
bis  hereditary  possessions,  it  was  proposed  to  transfer  the  Polish 
i^ar  to  the  Silesian  and  Moravian  frontier,  thus  compelling  the 
Emperor  to  call  his  troops  from  Germany.  The  King  of  Swe- 
den was  willing,  in  case  he  should  be  duly  supported,  to  under- 
take the  execution  of  this  plan.  The  Netherlands  offered  a 
subsidy  and  endeavored  to  persuade  the  Venetians,  the  Qer- 
man  princes,  and  others  to  give  assistance.  Camerarius,  as 
agent  of  the  Elector  of  the  Palatinate,  went  to  Sweden  in  the 
autumn  of  1628,  and  found  Gustavus  Adolphus  disposed  earn- 
estly to  act  in  the  cause  of  Frederic,  yet  waiting  to  assure  him^ 
self  of  a  greater  degree  of  security  from  Danish  hostility  and  to 
obtain  a  more  favorable  resolution  in  his  behalf  from  England. 
Eling  James,  upon  whom  under  the  circumstances  much  de- 
pended, dispatched  an  envoy  to  the  King  of  Sweden;  yet 
his  relations  to  Denmark  had  been  such,  since  the  Congress  of 
Segeberg,  as  to  make  it  improbable  that  he  would  now  sud- 
denly prefer  Sweden,  especially  as  the  latter  power  was  in- 
volved in  a  distant  private  war,  and  while  he  saw  Denmark 
and  Lower  Saxony  dangerously  threatened,  and  thus  under 
greater  necessity  of  arming  in  their  own  defence.  He  sent, 
therefore,  another  envoy,  Anstruther,  to  Denmark  to  form  an 
alliance  for  the  maintenance  of  the  freedom  of  the  princes  and 
estates  concerned,  rather  than  for  the  benefit  of  the  Elector  of 
the  Palatinata  In  answering  Anstruther,  Christian  the  Fourth 
said  that  he  was  strongly  in  favor  of  the  alliance  and  the  pro- 
posed war.  At  the  same  time,  there  were  present  at  the  Danish 
court  embassadors  from  the  Emperor,  the  King  of  France,  and 
the  Elector  of  Brandenburg.  The  Emperor  wished  to  induce 
the  King  of  Denmark  to  remain  neutral ;  Louis  the  Thirteenth 
and  George  William  desired  to  win  him  for  an  allianC/C  against 
the  House  of  Hapsburg.    The  king  was  willing  to  accept  the 
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latter  proposition,  but  the  Council  was  opposed  to  hostilities 
with  the  Emperor,  and  through  their  influence  Christian  was 
compelled  to  modify  his  reply  to  Anstruther  (July  27,  1624), 
to  the  effect  that  he  would  not  join  the  alliance  nor  aid  in  the 
projected  campaign  against  the  Catholics. 

Spens,  the  English  envoy,  arrived  at  the  Swedish  court  in 
August  In  addition  to  his  commission  from  King  James,  he 
was  secretely  instructed  by  Frederic  and  the  Prince  of  Wales 
not  only  to  solicit  Ouptavus  Adolphus  to  join  an  alliance,  but 
also  to  engage  in  an  independent  undertaking.  They  promised 
support  He  should  transfer  the  war  to  Silesia,  and  confer 
with  others  on  the  plan  of  operations.  The  king  replied  (Aug. 
22)  that  he  would  energetically  begin  the  undertaking.  Oxen- 
stjema  sent  the  plan  of  the  proposed  campaign  to  Camerarius 
two  days  later.  This  was,  that  all  evangelical  powers,  together 
with  France  and  her  allies,  should  unite  in  a  great  alliance 
against  the  House  of  Hapsburg;  that  the  King  of  Sweden 
should  have  the  command-in-chief,  and  lead  the  first  division 
of  the  army  through  Poland.  The  relation  of  the  Elector  of 
Brandenburg  to  Poland  made  it  improbable  that  this  plan 
would  meet  with  his  approval,  since  in  it  lay  the  possibility 
that  Prussia  might  become  the  seat  of  war.  He  favored  rather 
a  campaign  whose  chief  basis  of  operations  would  be  on  the 
Rhine.  To  advocate  such  an  undertaking  Bellin  had  been  at 
the  Danish  court,  and  for  the  same  object  he  had  an  interview 
with  the  King  of  Sweden,  who  expressed  his  willingness  to  join 
an  alliance  for  the  advantage  of  the  Protestant  party,  and  gave 
essentially  the  same  conditions  to  Brandenburg  as  he  had 
previously  given  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  Frederic,  and  the 
Netherlands ;  and  asserted  that,  notwithstanding  the  inconven- 
ience of  being  so  far  from  his  kingdom,  should  the  security  of 
Sweden  be  guaranteed  to  him,  he  would  join  with  the  other 
powers  to  execute  the  plan  proposed  by  Brandenburg.  In  the 
autumn  of  this  year  he  was  endeavoring  to  obtain  allies  and 
making  other  preparations  for  the  undertaking.  Brandenbuig 
had  allied  itself  with  him,  and  he  had  a  favorable  prospect  of 
support  fix>m  other  sources.  He  only  awaited,  before  beginning 
the  campaign,  the  favoring  determination  of  England  and 
France  and  the  definite  assent  of  the  German  priaces. 
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While  there  was  for  OoBtavas  Adolphas  bat  a  single  step  to 
actual  participation  in  the  German  war,  he  was  destined  to  be 
tripp^  by  Christian  of  Denmark.  Obliged  by  his  Council  to 
reject  the  proposition,  through  the  acceptance  of  which  the 
King  of  Sweden  was  rapidly  coming  to  the  active  leadership  of 
the  allied  Protestant  powers,  Christian  the  Fourth  was  unable 
to  suppress  his  jealousy  and  remain  neutral.  In  spite  of  the 
articles  of  agreement  (of  1624)  between  the  two  northern  king- 
doms, he  began  negotiations  with  Poland  against  Sweden.  If 
Christian's  conduct  in  this  was  opposed  to  the  named  treaty,  it 
was  in  accordance  with  the  determination,  which  he  entertained 
both  before  and  after  it,  not  to  let  G-ustavus  Adolphus  be- 
come more  powerful  than  he  then  was.  The  King  of  Sweden 
was  opposed  to  war  with  Denmark  for  the  double  reason,  that 
it  would  give  a  strong  ally  to  his  enemy,  Poland,  and  hinder 
the  execution  of  his  project  against  the  Emperor.  Christian's 
course  was  not  quite  plain  to  himself :  particular  interests  made 
him  desire  to  retain  the  friendship  of  the  Emperor  and  Sigis- 
mund  ;  yet  to  attempt  to  do  this  would  be  to  break  with  those 
who  had  offered  him  the  leadership  in  the  proposed  alliance 
before  turning  to  Sweden  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  he  saw  the 
possibility  of  defeating  the  project  of  Gustavus  Adolphus  by 
other  means  than  intrigues  with  the  Catholics,  especially  by 
taking  up  the  negotiations  with  the  other  powers  where  they 
were  dropped  in  July,  whereby  lie  hoped  to  obtain  what  the 
King  of  Sweden  had  conditioned  for  himself  and  crowd  him 
from  his  position  of  influence.  With  this  plan  he  entered  the 
lists,  not  as  Gustavus'  enemy,  but  as  his  rival  in  seeking  to 
promote  the  welfare  of  the  common  cause ;  and  he  had  hope  of 
success  from  the  &ct  that  England  had  only  with  unwilling- 
ness and  hesitancy  sought  the  King  of  Sweden  for  a  position 
previously  designed  for  himself.  Towards  the  end  of  1624  the 
English  court  became  the  centre  of  important  n^otiations: 
Gustavus  Adolphus  urged  the  formation  of  the  alliance  under 
bis  direction ;  Christian  the  Fourth  endeavored  to  elicit  from 
the  parties  of  the  proposed  union  the  proposition  he  had  once 
rejected.  In  England's  relations  with  Sweden  King  James  had 
been  little  more  than  a  passive  spectator  of  the  negotiations 
conducted  by  Frederic  and  the  Prince  of  Wales;  but,  in 
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&voriDg  Denmark,  he  had  even  participated  in  Christian's 
Polish  intrigues,  and  was,  therefore,  glad  of  an  opportunity  to 
exert  his  influence  in  behalf  of  this  monarch.  Anstruther  went 
again  to  treat  with  the  King  of  Denmark  in  January,  1626,  and 
before  the  end  of  the  month  he  had  communicated  to  James 
the  conditions  under  which  Christian  was  willing  to  espouse 
the  common  cause,  and  made  an  agreement  with  bim. 

Among  the  embassadors  present  at  the  conference  of  London, 
which  took  place  at  this  time,  were :  Spens  for  Sweden,  Bellin 
for  Brandenburg,  Rusdorf  for  the  Palatinate.  Bellin  conferred 
first  with  the  king,  and  advocated  an  alliance  with  Sweden. 
James  replied,  that  he  &yored  the  project,  but  wished  to  in- 
duce Denmark  to  participate  in  it,  and  that  he  would  consent 
to  form  the  alliance,  even  in  case  his  attempt  to  win  this  king- 
dom should  fail.  Although  in  the  previous  correspondence  it 
had  been  asserted  that  the  King  of  England  desired  to  employ 
the  Danish  forces  in  the  undertaking  under  the  leadership  of 
Gustavus  Adolphus,  yet  the  impression  made  by  these  negotia- 
tions on  the  embassadors  was,  that  James  would  never  consent 
to  give  the  direction  of  affairs  into  the  hands  of  the  King  of 
Sweden,  and  only  awaited  a  favorable  answer  from  Denmark 
before  offering  him  a  subordinate  position.  Nevertheless, 
towards  the  end  of  January,  Conway  communicated  to  them 
Buckingham's  assertion,  that  the  king  accepted  withoj^t  reserve 
the  Swedish  proposition ;  that  he  would,  ^thout  d<$\ibt,  close 
the  alliance ;  and  that  he  hoped  to  effect  the  accession  of  Den- 
mark and  France.  James  had  instructed  Conway  to  obtain 
Christian's  consent  to  the  leadership  of  Oustavus  Adolphus, 
because  he  feared  that,  under  the  direction  of  Denmark,  neither 
the  Hanse  towns  nor  the  German  princes  would  participate  in 
the  Union.  The  commissioner  neglected  to  act  under  these  in- 
structions, which  provided  for  the  recognition  of  Sweden  as 
^ead  of  the  alliance,  until  the  result  of  Anstruther's  nq^tia- 
tions  with  Christian  were  known  in  England,  and  James  had 
accepted  the  conditions,  whereby  the  Danish  king  became  his 
ally.  Louis  the  Thirteenth,  although  unwilling  to  become  a 
member  of  the  Union,  offered  to  pay  a  subsidy  of  500,000  livres 
yearly  for  two  years,  and  to  concede  to  Gustavus  Adolphus 
the  command-in-chief;  still,  in  order  that  as  large  a  force  as 
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possible  might  be  opposed  to  the  Hapsburg  party,  he  wished 
to  induce  Christian  the  Fourth  to  undertake  a  separate  cam- 
paign, who  to  this  end  should  receive  one  half  of  the  promised 
subsidy.  The  inclination  of  both  France  and  England  to  favor 
Denmark,  together  with  Richelieu's  plan,  according  to  which 
these  powers  were  to  constitute  the  absolute  authority  in  all 
negotiations,  lessened  the  Swedish  king's  prospect  of  reaching 
the  end  at  which  he  aimed ;  and  the  effect  of  Christian's  in- 
trigues against  him  became  more  and  more  evident,  rendering 
the  execution  of  his  plan  more  doubtful.  The  Congress  of 
Lauenburg,  the  acts  of  which  were  in  the  interests  of  the  Danish 
king,  ended  March  25,  after  having  resolved  that  the  provinces 
represented  should  furnish  nine  times  as  many  troops  for  the 
defence  of  the  district  as  were  ordinarily  demanded  of  them. 
Christian,  who  was  to  have  command  of  these  forces,  was  also 
making  preparations  in  Denmark  for  a  campaign ;  yet,  at  the 
same  time,  the  King  of  Sweden  received  information  from 
Spens  and  Rusdorf  that  James  accepted  his  proposition,  recog- 
nized his  leadership  in  the  Union,  and  offered  to  bear  one- 
third  of  the  expenses  of  the  war.  The  double  dealing  on  the 
part  of  the  English  court,  and  the  desire  to  conceal  it  in  the 
resolutions  of  a  general  assembly,  did  not,  however,  escape 
Gustavus  Adolphus.  When,  therefore,  he  received  news  of 
the  projected  meeting  at  the  Hague  in  April,  he  instructed  his 
minister  in  London  to  inform  the  king  that  he  would  not  par- 
ticipate in  it ;  that,  if  the  powers  concerned  wished  to  treat 
with  him  further  on  the  conditions  he  had  already  given,  they 
might  send  their  commissioners  to  Stockholm ;  and  that,  if 
they  desired  him  to  conduct  the  campaign,  they  must  give  him 
full  authority  to  do  so  according  to  his  own  will ;  otherwise  he 
would  have  nothing  to  do  with  it 

Affairs  were  at  this  time  in  a  very  unsettled  condition. 
Gustavus  Adolphus  wrote  to  Christian  the  Fourth,  March  24, 
expressing  his  satisfaction  with  the  preparations  in  Denmark 
to  resist  the  advancing  forces  of  the  enemy,  asserting  that  he 
would  endeavor  to  prevent  the  Poles  from  aiding  the  other 
Catholics,  and  promising  to  support  the  Danish  undertaking 
when  he  should  have  made  peace  with  Sigismund.  This  decla- 
ration caused  Christian  great  anxiety  ;  for  he  had  hoped  only 
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through  intrigue  to  gain  that  which  the  King  of  Sweden  now 
offered  of  his  own  accord ;  and  in  the  negotiations  between 
the  Eng  of  Denmark  and  Geoige  William,  the  former  ex- 
pressed his  willingness  to  gire  over  all  his  soldiers  to  Gustavus 
Adolphu&  But  a  proposition  was  made  to  support  two  armies 
of  25,000  infantry  and  6,000  cavalry,  which  should  act  inde- 
pendently of  one  another;  one  under  Gustavus  Adolphus 
through  Poland  to  Silesia,  the  other  under  Christian  the  Fourth 
through  Germany  to  the  Palatinate.  Favoring  this  proposition, 
and  fearing  to  assume  the  responsibility  which  the  direction  of 
the  whole  undertaking  would  impose  upon  him,  Christian  dis- 
patched an  envoy  to  Stockholm  to  oflFer  the  King  of  Sweden 
the  whole  Danish  army,  in  case  he  should  prefer  to  abandon 
the  campaign  rather  than  to  consent  to  the  proposed  division 
of  forces,  demanding  as  compensation  only  the  payment  of  the 
amount  expended  in  its  enlistment  The  king  replied  that  he 
did  not  intend  to  withdraw  from  the  common  cause,  but,  under 
certain  conditions,  was  willing  to  engage  in  the  war,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  plan  of  the  allies  for  supporting  two  armies  of 
equal  strength.  Notwithstanding  his  manifested  anxiety,  the 
King  of  Denmark  was  hereafter  disinclined  to  continue  the 
negotiations,  and  desired  to  cast  the  burden  of  them  on  the 
Elector  of  Brandenburg.  Gustavus  Adolphus  received  the 
news  that  King  James  had  rejected  his  proposition,  on  account 
of  its  too  great  demands,  and  further  correspondence  convinced 
him  that  the  hope  of  carr3ring  out  his  project  must  be  aban- 
doned. He  turned  his  attention  from  Denmark  to  Poland,  and, 
the  armistice  with  Sigismund  having  ended  in  March,  made  a 
successAil  campaign  on  the  Duna  the  following  summer. 

After  James  had  rejected  the  Swedish  proposition,  the  Nether- 
lands became  the  determinative  power  in  the  anti-Hapsburg 
party,  and  the  policy  of  this  nation  was  determined  not  only 
by  its  relations  to  the  Emperor  and  the  Protestant  powers,  but 
also  by  those  which  it  sustained  to  Spain.  A  more  extensive 
alliance  than  that  proposed  in  1624  was  desired ;  an  alliance 
against  the  entire  House  of  Hapsburg.  In  the  east,  Denmark, 
Sweden,  and  the  princes  and  Estates  of  Germany  should  con- 
stitute one  part  of  the  Union  ;  while  England,  France,  and  the 
Netherlands  should  form  the  other  part   Casper  von  Yossbergen, 
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who  had  been  commissioned  tx>  negotiate  with  the  eastern 
powers,  was  unable  to  accomplish  anything  in  Copenhagen,  on 
account  of  the  irresolution  of  the  king.  In  Biga  he  met  the 
Swedish  envoy,  Salvius,  who  informed  him  that^  when  Gus- 
tavus  Adolphus  should  hare  ended  the  war  in  which  he  was 
engaged,  he  would  turn  against  the  League  and  the  oppressors 
of  the  Protestants  in  the  Empire.  The  King  of  Sweden  replied 
to  Yoflsbeigen's  letter,  that  had  the  communication  been  made 
to  him  before  he  left  Sweden,  he  might  have  rendered  the 
assistance  required,  which  he  was  now  prevented  from  doing  by 
the  business  of  a  campaign.  He  instructed  Butgers,  his  minis- 
ter at  the  Hague,  in  accordance  with  Yossbergen's  request,  to 
treat  with  the  other  powers  on  the  scheme  of  the  alliance. 

Shortly  afterwards,  while  the  king  was  encamped  before 
Mitau,  Adolphus  Frederic  of  Mecklenburg  dispatched  an  en- 
voy, who  informed  him  of  the  critical  state  of  affairs  in  Lower 
Saxony,  requested  aid,  and  asked  him  to  come  to  Germany  in 
person.  Gustavus  Adolphus  assured  the  envoy  of  his  good- 
will towards  the  duke,  but  was  unable  to  assist  him  before  the 
following  summer,  when,  should  it  be  desired,  he  would  make 
a  campaign  in  his  behalf  with  a  portion  of  his  army.  He 
urged  the  duke  to  procure  the  means  necessary  for  the  support 
of  the  expedition,  and  to  this  end  advised  an  alliance  with  Hol- 
land. He  also  counselled  the  German  princes  to  sustain  Chris- 
tian the  Fourth,  and  suggiested  that  they  should  make  him 
Emperor.  He  nevertheless  remained  by  his  former  plan,  and 
began  again  to  entertain  hopes  of  being  able  to  lead  the  allied 
army  against  the  Catholics;  consequently,  on  the  death  of 
James,  he  dispatched  Gabriel  Oxenstjema  to  England,  hoping 
to  find  in  King  Charles  as  earnest  a  supporter  of  Sweden's 
interests  as  he  had  had  in  Charles,  the  Prince  of  Wales.  But 
the  tide  of  English  politics  had  turned.  In  September  an  offen- 
sive aad  defensive  alliance  was  formed  between  England  and 
the  Netherlanda  Busdorf  sought  to  effect  an  extension  of  it 
to  Denmark  and  Sweden,  but  without  result,  inasmuch  as  the 
attention  of  the  allies  was  no  longer  directed  chiefly  to  the 
affairs  of  Germany,  but  towards  Spain.  However,  much,  there- 
fore, they  may  have  desired  a  union  of  the  eastern  powers,  an 
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alliance  with  France  appeared  to  them  of  vastly  more  impor- 
tance. 

The  energetic  politics  of  the  Bourbons  disappeared  for  a 
time  from  France,  on  the  death  of  Henry  the  Fourth.  The 
ability  of  Maria  de'  Medici  was  not  equal  to  the  task  of  govern- 
ment, and  she  sought  support  in  closer  relations  with  Spain. 
France  fell  into  apparent  indifference  to  the  progress  of  the 
Emperor,  which  left  him  undisturbed  by  the  French  to  extend 
his  conquests  in  Germany,  establish  his  influence  in  Switzer- 
land and  Italy,  and  undertake  the  subjugation  of  Holland. 
August,  1624,  Bichelieu  took  the  reins  of  government  His 
plan  was  to  employ,  by  a  system  of  cunning  negotiations,  the 
enemies  of  the  House  of  Hapsburg  to  obstruct  its  progress 
without  bringing  France  itself  into  open  hostility  with  it. 
"  The  renewed  alliance  between  Holland  and  France,  the  mar- 
riage of  the  English  Crown  Prince  with  the  Princess  Henrietta, 
the  expulsion  of  the  Austrians  from  G-raubunden,  together 
with  the  deliverance  of  Valtelline  from  the  papal  troops,  which 
in  accordance  with  the  treaty  of  Avignon  (1623)  had  it  in  pos- 
session— these  were  the  immediate  results  of  that  policy 
which  led  France  back  to  the  course  followed  by  Francis  the 
First  and  Henry  the  Fourth."  (Hammarstrand.)  It  was  to 
Richelieu  a  matter  of  comparatively  little  importance  whether 
Christian  the  Fourth  or  Gustavus  Adolphus  should  assume  the 
command  of  the  Protestant  army,  provided  only  that  it  should 
be  successfril  against  the  Emperor. 

The  convention  at  the  Hague  met  in  November,  and,  Decem- 
ber 9,  an  alliance  was  formed  between  Denmark,  England,  and 
the  Netherlands.  Through  the  illness  and  death  of  Butgers, 
the  Swedish  interests  were  left  without  a  representative,  and 
Sweden  was  not  included ;  nor  were  all  the  efforts  of  Bucking- 
ham and  the  English  court  adequate  to  persuade  France  to 
participate  in  it  Among  other  things,  the  articles  of  agree- 
ment conditioned,  that  the  alliea  should  support  an  army,  con- 
sisting of  from  20,000  to  80,000  infantry  and  from  7,000  to 
8,000  cavaby  ;  that  England  should  pay  monthly  800,000,  and 
the  Netherlands  50,000  florins ;  that  England  should  strengthen 
her  fleet ;  that  the  Netherlands  should  so  increase  its  army  as 
to   prevent  its  territory  from  becoming  the  basis  of  hostile 
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operations  against  Denmark  ;  and  that  they  should  continue  in 
arms  until  peace  was  re-established  in  Germany.  Since  James 
had  rejected  the  Swedish  proposition,  because  its  demands 
were  too  great,  his  promise  to  give  a  monthly  subsidy  of 
800,000  florins,  which  everybody,  except  perhaps  the  King  of 
Denmark,  believed  the  nation  unable  and  unwilling  to  pay, 
appeared  to  Gustavus  Adolphus  like  an  insult,  and  removed 
all  ground  for  the  hope,  which  the  allies  still  entertained,  of 
persuading  him  to  join  the  alliance.  Gamerarius'  mission  to 
Stockholm  was,  therefore,  without  result 

In  the  summer  of  1626  Gustavus  Adolphus  transferred  the 
seat  of  the  Polish  war  to  Prussia.  This  placed  the  Elector  of 
Brandenburg  in  a  doubtful  position ;  for  he  feared  that  hos- 
tility to  Poland  would  result  in  the  loss  of  this  province,  and 
that  an  attempt  to  resist  the  Swedish  arms  would  make  it  the 
scene  of  actual  warfare,  ending  in  its  unconditional  subjuga- 
tion ;  while,  by  judicious  neutrality  and  mediation,  he  hoped 
to  obviate  hostilities  altogether,  or  remove  them  to  some  place 
outside  of  his  dominion.  Sigismund  requested  him  to  send 
troops  against  the  Swedes,  but  Gustavus  Adolphus  reminded 
him  of  the  alliance  which  he  owed,  as  a  Protestant  prince,  to 
that  party.  He  determined  to  avoid  a  breach  with  either,  and 
was  consequently  neither  a  declared  enemy  nor  a  reliable  friend 
of  one  or  the  other.  The  government  of  Kdnigsberg  accepted  the 
conditions  of  neutrality  proposed  by  the  King  of  Sweden,  and 
pleilged  itself  to  allow  no  hostilities  to  be  exercised,  during 
the  war,  from  its  harbor  or  territory  against  him  or  his  king- 
dom. He,  on  the  other  hand,  promised  the  inhabitants  freedom 
of  trade  and  the  undisturbed  enjoyment  of  their-  rights  and 
revenue&  Between  Denmark  and  Mansfield,  the  Emperor, 
King  Sigismund,  and  Gustavus  Adolphus,  George  William 
was  in  doubt  which  way  to  turn.  His  interest  in  the  govern- 
ment of  Prussia,  and  the  relation  of  that  province  to  the  two 
hostile  kings,  limited  him,  however,  to  two  alternatives.  Early 
in  1627  he  agreed  upon  an  armistice  with  the  King  of  Sweden, 
but  it  soon  became  evident  that  he  would  not  abide  by  its  con- 
ditions ;  it  failed  to  meet  with  the  approval  of  the  King  of 
Poland.  Of  Sigismund  *s  commands  to  him,  either  to  retake 
Pillau  or  to  send  all  of  his  troops  to  the  Polish  headquarters, 
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the  one  was  quite  as  difficult  to  execute  as  the  other.  He 
nevertheless  attempted  the  latter,  and  thus  cast  himself  once 
more  into  the  arms  of  Sweden's  enemy.  This,  however,  con- 
tributed little  to  render  his  position  more  satisfactory  to  him- 
self. Threatened,  on  the  one  hand,  by  the  Swedish  forces, 
which,  since  his  attempt  to  reinforce  the  Polish  army,  had  cast 
upon  Prussia  the  burden  of  supporting  a  campaign,  and  with 
the  loss  of  that  province  by  the  Poles,  on  the  other,  he  was  by 
no  means  in  a  condition  to  manifest  strong  inclinations  towards 
either  party.  He  opened  n^otiations  with  the  King  of  Sweden 
in  July,  which  led  to  a  treaty  about  the  middle  of  August, 
according  to  which  Brandenbuig  was  to  remain  neutraL  It 
was  renewed  October  26. 

The  events  which  happened  meantime  in  Germany  were  of 
such  a  character  as  to  give  to  the  Swedish  negotiations  that  fol- 
lowed them  a  feature,  which,  if  it  was  found  in  those  that  pre- 
ceded, was  by  no  means  their  only  feature.  Mansfield's  army 
was  destroyed ;  Christian  the  Fourth  had  suffered  the  inglorious 
defeat  of  Lutter ;  the  imperialists  were  advancing  towards  the 
Baltic  and  the  Danish  peninsula;  and  that  plan  had  been  devel- 
oped through  which  the  Emperor  hoped  to  become  the  head  of 
the  predominant  naval  power  in  the  north.  The  effect  of  this 
defeat  on  the  princes  of  North  G-ermany  was  to  banish  all 
thoughts  of  further  alliance  with  the  Emperor's  enemies.  Meck- 
lenburg, however,  was  occupied  by  Christian's  troops,  and 
obliged  to  hold  to  Denmark,  although  with  little  hope  of  find- 
ing there  relief  from  the  danger  which  became  ever  more  threat- 
ening. Adolphus  Frederic  sent,  therefore,  to  the  King  of  Swe- 
den, urging  him  to  place  one  or  two  men-of-war  before  the  port 
of  Wismar ;  to  which  the  king  replied,  that  he  was  willing  to 
assist  the  duke  or  the  common  cause,  but  hesitated  to  comply 
with  the  request,  because  he  could  not  see  that  any  benefit 
would  arise  from  it  At  the  same  time  he  advised  that  an 
alliance  be  formed  between  those  powers  whose  territory  bor- 
dered on  the  Baltic,  and  complained  of  the  wavering  and  irres- 
olute conduct  of  the  German  princes.  The  Duke  of  Mecklen- 
burg manifested  hereafter  a  faithful  allegiance  to  the  Protestant 
party,  and  more  especially  to  the  King  of  Sweden,  hoping  still 
to  prevent  his  territory  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
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enemy.  Id  the  negotiations  which  he  opened  with  Gustavus 
Adolphns,  in  the  summer  of  1627,  the  king  showed  a  willing- 
ness to  comply  with  his  wish,  but  desired  more  definite  infor- 
mation in  regard  to  his  plan,  and,  therefore,  ordered  Baner,  who 
was  residing  at  Lubeck  to  farther  negotiations,  to  confer  with 
Adolphus  Frederic  in  this  matter.  The  result  of  this  interview 
was:  the  duke  declared  his  adherence  to  Gustavus  Adolphus, 
requested  that  he  should  send  a  Swedish  garrison  to  Wismar, 
and  asserted  that  nothing  could  be  accomplished  in  the  way  of 
the  proposed  confederation.  While  the  king  recognized  that 
in  garrisoning  Wismar  he  would  diminish  his  army,  and  in 
effect  be  engaging  in  war  against  the  Emperor,  this  step  was 
urged,  on  the  other  hand,  by  the  special  interest  of  his  kingdom 
in  excluding  the  Catholics  from  the  Baltic,  and  by  his  desire  to 
prevent  the  King  of  Denmark  from  taking  possession  of  the 
city.  He  wished  to  send  more  than  the  few  hundred  men  re- 
quested, in  order  that  the  duke  might  be  effectually  assisted 
rather  than  merely  seem  to  be  helped.  He  had  ordered  soldiers 
to  be  in  readiness  for  the  undertaking  at  Stockholm,  and  agreed 
upon  conditions,  under  which  the  city  should  be  garrisoned, 
when  he  learned  through  Baner*s  letter  (August,  1627),  **  that 
the  government  of  Wismar  would  not  permit  the  Duke  of 
Mecklenburg  to  place  a  garrison  in  the  city."  It  had  received 
assistance  from  another  source :  Lubeck  had  sent  two  companies 
"  to  protect  the  city  against  its  own  sovereign."  The  proud  and 
independent  spirit  of  the  Hanse  towns  had  not  been  broken, 
which  led  Wismar  to  refuse  to  accept  a  garrison  from  a  foreign 
power,  when  it  could  receive  the  same  from  another  member  of 
the  League,  and  by  it  the  King  of  Sweden  was  prevented  from 
doing  that  which  he  did  a  few  months  later  in  supporting 
Stralsund. 

Seeing  the  hopelessness  of  his  undertaking  after  the  battle 
of  Lutter,  Christian  the  Fourth  turned  to  Sweden  for  assistanca 
After  several  unsuccessful  petitions,  he  described  to  the  king 
(September  12,  1627)  the  desperate  condition  of  his  affairs,  the 
success  of  the  League,  and  the  desertion  of  his  allies,  stating, 
at  the  same  time,  that  he  could  see  no  means  of  security,  ex- 
cept in  the  alliance  of  the  two  northern  kingdoms.  He  desired 
Gustavus  Adolphus  to  invade  Germany  in  the  interests  of  the 
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common  cause,  and  to  send  immediately  seven  or  eight  war 
vessels  to  blockade  the  ports  of  Lubeck,  Wismar,  Stettin,  and 
Stralsund,  and  promised  assistance  in  return,  if  it  should  be 
wished.  Since  the  King  of  Sweden  had  come  to  see  the  im- 
possibility of  making  peace  with  the  Emperor,  this  last  friendly 
act  of  Christian  the  Fourth  was  by  no  means  unwelcome.  He 
wrote  to  him  in  October:  "We  have  been  able  to  see  plainly 
that  the  design  of  the  papal  league  has  been  directed  towards 
the  Baltic,  now  through  direct,  now  through  indirect  attempts 
to  subdue  the  Netherlands,  the  kingdom  of  Sweden,  finally 
also  Denmark.  To  this  end  not  only  force  has  been  employed, 
but  also  plots  and  intrigue.  We  now  learn  that  the  new 
admiralship  of  the  imperii  JRomani  was  offered  to  your  High- 
ness, together  with  the  proposition  to  relinquish  the  Sound 
against  the  indemnification  of  the  expenses  of  the  war;  so 
have  also  propositions  been  made  to  us  recently  underhand  to 
ally  ourself  with  the  Emperor  against  your  Highness,  in  which 
case  they  would  not  only  help  us  to  a  perpetual  peace  with 
the  King  of  Poland  and  the  Polish  crown  and  to  permanent 
possession  of  Livonia  and  Prussia,  but  would  also  confer  upon 
us  the  throne  of  Denmark  as  a  fief  of  the  Emperor,  and  much 
more  of  the  like,  intending  by  such  intrigues  to  hinder  our 
mutual  alliance."  He  wrote  thus  immediately  after  arriving  in 
Sweden  from  the  campaign  of  1627,  and  urged  that  both  par- 
ties should  make  preparations,  during  the  winter,  for  their 
defence  and  for  the  maintenance  of  their  power  in  the  north. 
While  the  aspect  of  affairs  in  Denmark  was  becoming  contin- 
ually more  hopeless,  through  the  advance  of  the  enemy  in  Jut- 
land and  the  discord  among  the  authorities  of  government, 
Gustavus  Adolphus  dispatched  Rasch  and  Baner  to  induce  the 
king  to  send  an  embassy  to  Stockholm,  for  the  purpose  of  ne- 
gotiating an  alliance  between  the  two  kingdoms.  Christian  the 
Fourth  had  already  (October  15)  commissioned  Christian  Frieze 
and  Tage  Tott  to  undertake  such  a  mission ;  but,  after  the  arri- 
val of  the  Swedish  envoys,  in  December,  he  gave  them  other 
instructions,  in  which  he  recounted  the  course  of  his  misfor- 
tunes, and  solicited  assistance,  in  consideration  of  the  fact  that 
the  danger  threatened  alike  both  kingdoms.  A  treaty  of  alli- 
ance between  Denmark  and  Sweden  was  framed  at  Stockholm, 
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January  4,  1628.  It  conditioned,  among  other  things,  that  the 
King  of  Sweden  should  send  the  King  of  Denmark  eight  men- 
of-war,  with  eleven  hundred  men  and  a  specified  number  of 
guns,  furnished  with  all  the  equipments  necessaiy  for  service, 
which  should  be  supported  by  Sweden;  that  these  vessels 
should  serve  the  King  of  Denmark  five  months  yearly,  but 
should  only  be  employed  in  the  Baltic ;  that  the  Swedish  vice- 
admiral,  who  should  have  them  in  command^  should  be  subor- 
dinate in  authority  to  the  King  of  Denmark ;  that,  should  the 
defence  of  his  kingdom  demand  them,  the  King  of  Sweden 
might  recall  a  part  or  all  of  them,  having  promised  that,  in 
case  he  could  furnish  more  than  eight  and  the  King  of  Den- 
mark should  desire  them,  they  should  be  at  the  disposal  of  the 
latter ;  that  these  vessels  should  not  be  separated,  except  on 
special  occasions,  and  then  only  with  the  consent  of  the  vice- 
admiral  ;  that  they  should  not  be  employed  against  any  Hanse- 
atic  city,  except  where  such  city  should  undertake  hostilities 
against  Denmark,  and  then  only  under  the  Danish  flag.  The 
King  of  Denmark,  on  the  other  hand,  should  mnke  war  on  all 
pirates  and  other  vessels  hostile  to  the  King  of  Sweden,  and 
prevent  all  ships  from  sailing  through  Danish  waters  to  Dant- 
zic,  except  where  they  had  a  pass  from  Gustavus  Adolphus. 
Each  king  should  inform  the  other  of  all  his  endeavors  to  make 
peace  with  the  enemy,  and  allow  him  to  participate  in  the 
negotiations. 

In  the  numerous  restrictions  which  Christian  the  Fourth 
placed  upon  his  commissioners,  he  gave  unmistakable  expres- 
sion to  the  jealousy  with  which  he  had  long  regarded  Guatavus 
Adolphus.  To  have  the  Baltic  securely  and  exclusively  in 
their  power,  was  a  thought  common  to  both ;  to  have  the  chief 
authority  in  maintaining  and  directing  this  supremacy,  was  an 
object  for  the  personal  ambition  of  each.  Their  individual 
interests  in  a  common  end  were  the  source  of  jealousy,  suspi- 
cion, and  mistrust;  the  threatened  loss  of  the  object  of  their 
common  interest  led  to  allianca  Christian  did  not,  however, 
cease  to  hesitate  and  make  restrictions.  He  refused,  at  first,  to 
ratify  the  treaty  as  drawn  up  by  the  commissioners;  but 
changed  some  points,  and  excluded  others.'  Among  the  latter 
were  those  in  regard  to  the  traffic  with  Dantzic,  which  was 
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chiefly  in  the  hands  of  the  French,  English,  and  Dutch,  whom 
he  feared  to  injure  by  depriving  them  of  this  trade.  But  Gus- 
tavus  Adolphus  informed  him  that  he  could  not  receive  assist- 
ance from  Sweden  until  he  had  ratified  the  entire  treaty,  and, 
in  February,  sent  John  Sparre  to  Copenhagen  to  persuade  him 
to  do  this,  holding  out,  as  inducement,  the  promise  that  he 
would  then  espouse  the  cause  of  Denmark  and  enter  into  open 
hostility  with  the  Emperor.  It  received  the  signature  of  Gus- 
tavus  Adolphus  in  Stockholm,  April  28 ;  that  of  Christian  the 
Fourth  in  Copenhagen,  May  19.  There  is,  however,  a  letter 
from  the  King  of  Denmark,  dated  April  7,  in  which  he  ex- 
pressed his  willingness  to  ratify  the  treaty  in  its  original  form, 
thus  making  Denmark  and  Sweden  allies. 

Gustavus  Adolphus  left  Stockholm  April  80,  and  sailed 
from  the  port  of  Nyhamn  for  Prussia,  May  1 ;  but  adverse 
winds  compelled  him  to  seek  shelter  by  the  little  island  of 
Wigsten.  While  here,  the  ship  "Regnbogen,"  sent  by  the 
admiral  in  command  of  the  Swedish  fleet  before  Dantzic, 
brought  him  a  copy  of  the  petition  for  powder,  which  the  Coun- 
cil of  Stralsund  had  sent  to  that  city,  together  with  the  answer 
of  the  Dantzic  magistrate,  in  which  he  acknowledged  his  obli- 
gations, as  a  member  of  the  Banseatic  League,  to  give  Stral- 
sund all  possible  aid,  but  added  that  an  express  prohibition  of 
the  King  and  Estates  of  Poland  prevented  the  city  from  send- 
ing the  required  support  In  answer  to  this^  indirect  request, 
the  King  of  Sweden  sent  one  thousand  pounds  of  powder  to 
Stralsund  and  a  letter  to  the  Council,  in  which  he  reminded 
them  of  the  mutual  interest  of  their  city  and  his  kingdom  in 
the  cause  of  freedom  and  religion,  regretted  the  danger  that 
threatened  their  security  and  independence,  exhorted  them  to 
defend  their  liberty  and  the  evangelical  faith,  and  promised  to 
give  further  assistance,  when  they  should  require  it  Thus, 
with  this  first  support  given  to  the  city  of  Stralsund,  the  war 
between  Sweden  and  the  Emperor  was  begun,  and  there  only 
remained  to  be  determined,  on  the  part  of  Sweden,  where^ 
when^  and  how  it  should  be  continued.  Henceforth,  untQ  he 
embarked  in  the  great  undertaking,  the  attention  of  Gustavus 
Adolphus  was  directed  to  preparations  for  the  invasion  of  Ger- 
many, to  the  discussions  of  the  Council  and  Estates  of  the 
kingdom,  to  n^otiations  for  alliance  with  foreign  powers. 
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When,  in  1626,  the  King  of  Sweden  was  informed  of  Chris- 
tian's defeat,  he  feared  that  the  imperialists  would  advance  to 
the  Baltic  and  begin  hostilities  against  him,  and  ordered  his 
Council  (September  4)  to  make  preparations  to  avert  this  dan- 
ger. The  events  which  followed — ^the  conquests  in  Lower 
Saxony,  the  subjugation  of  a  part  of  Denmark,  the  disorder  in 
the  internal  affairs  of  this  kingdom — confirmed  this  fear,  and 
gave  rise  to  his  remark  to  Axel  Oxenstjema :  '^  We  can  scarcely 
avoid  becoming  involved  in  this  war,  since  the  danger  comes 
daily  nearer  ;*'  and  that  to  the  committee  of  the  Estates,  that 
they  had  nothing  to  expect  but  the  complete  ruin  of  the  king- 
dom or  a  long  and  burdensome  war.  Oxenstjema  expressed 
the  same  opinion  not  long  afterward&  It  was  not  a  doubted 
question  among  the  Swedes,  that,  if  their  garrison  remained  in 
Stralsund,  hostilities  between  Sweden  and  the  Emperor  were 
unavoidable,  and  it  was  not  less  firmly  believed  that  he  in- 
tended to  overthrow  the  Protestants  in  the  north,  and  that  an 
Invasion  of  Sweden  was  sure  to  follow  the  conquest  of  Den- 
mark, regardless  of  the  question  of  Stralsund's  garrison. 
Whether  this  would  have  been  the  consequence  of  his  com- 
plete triumph  over  Denmark  may  be  doubted,  but  the  belief 
that  it  was  impossible  to  avoid  war  with  him,  was  naturally 
taken  as  the  ground  of  political  action,  and  led  to  the  question, 
whether  the  borders  of  Sweden  should  be  made  the  line  of 
defence  for  that  kingdom,  or  its  safety  vindicated  by  means  of 
an  oflfensive  war  in  the  territory  of  the  enemy.  The  already 
mentioned  committee  of  the  Estates  advised  the  king  to  transfer 
the  seat  of  war  to  foreign  soil ;  and  early  in  the  same  year 
(1627),  during  his  conference  with  Knesebeck  and  Winter, 
Oxenstjema  showed  how  it  would  be  more  advantageous  to 
make  war  with  the  imperialists  in  Prussia  than  to  allow  them 
to  carry  out  their  intention  of  invading  Sweden.  Towards  the 
end  of  the  year,  while  the  king  entertained  the  plan  of  making 
an  expedition  to  Germany  the  following  summer,  he  sought 
the  opinion  of  the  Council  on  the  same  question,  and  received 
the  same  advice  as  that  given  by  the  committee  of  the  Estates. 
After  the  proposed  expedition  of  1629  had  been  abandoned, 
the  relations  between  Sweden  and  the  Emperor  continued  such 
as  to  confirm  the  king's  belief  in  the  unavoidableness  of  hos- 
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tilities.  He  was  determined  to  invade  Qennany  the  next  sum- 
mer, and  assembled  the  Council  at  the  castle  in  Upsala  (Octo- 
ber 27)  to  discuss  the  proposed  undertaking;  not,  however, 
because  he  doubted  the  propriety  of  his  resolution,  but  because 
he  foresaw  the  possibility  of  failure  in  its  execution,  and,  in 
such  case,  the  disposition  of  the  Council  and  the  people  to  cast 
the  blame  on  him;  he  wished  to  give  them  the  freedom  of 
opposition  beforehand,  that  they  might  not  assume  it  afterwards, 
and  that,  in  case  of  an  unfortunate  result,  the  responsibility 
might  devolve,  at  least  partly,  upon  them.  After  having  ad- 
vanced a  long  list  of  arguments  for  either  side,  they  resolved 
unanimously  to  advise  the  undertaking. 

Out  of  the  foregoing  arose  another  question ;  one  on  which 
Gustavus  Adolphus  and  Axel  Oxenstjema  entertained  opposite 
views  ;  namely,  whether  they  should  make  the  war  against  the 
Emperor  offensive  in  Poland  and  defensive  in  Germany,  or  vice 
versa.  The  Council  left  its  determination  to  the  king,  with, 
however,  an  expression  of  opinion  in  favor  of  Germany  as  th^ 
seat  of  offensive  war.  Although  he  had  little  hope  of  being 
able  to  make  peace  with  Sigismund,  he  was,  nevertheless,  deter- 
mined to  carry  the  war  to  Germany,  and  to  maintain  an  army 
for  defence  in  Prussia.  In  the  autumn  of  1628,  after  various 
fruitless  attempts  to  end  the  hostilities  with  Poland,  he  began  to 
form  plans  and  make  preparations  for  a  campaign  against  the 
Emperor  in  the  spring.  This  failed  to  meet  with  the  approval  of 
Oxenstjema,  who  saw  the  apparent  inadequacy  of  the  means  to 
the  end ;  and,  in  November,  he  wrote  to  the  Council  that  he 
desired  to  find  some  way  of  escape  from  the  affairs  of  Stralsund, 
Germany,  and  Denmark.  In  a  letter  to  the  king,  a  few  days 
later,  he  gave  his  reasons  for  wishing  to  carry  on  an  offensive 
war  in  Poland,  rather  than  in  Germany.  However  highly  Gus- 
tavus Adolphus  may  have  valued  the  advice  and  counsel  of  his 
great  minister,  in  this  case  he  was  not  persuaded  by  it ;  and  in 
reply  sent  him  his  reasons  for  holding  the  contrary  opinion. 
He  remained  by  his  former  plan,  and  continued,  in  the  spring 
of  1629,  his  preparations  for  its  execution,  when  the  rapid 
movements  of  the  Emperor  changed  the  state  of  affairs.  After 
Ferdinand  had  ended  his  war  with  Christian  the  Fourth  by  the 
treaty  of  Lubeck,  he  sent  an  army  to  join  the  Poles.     This 
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brought  the  Swedes  in  Prassia  into  a  critical  position,  since  a 
considerable  n  amber  of  their  troops  had  been  sent  home  the 
preceding  aatumn  to  be  employed  in  the  German  campaign. 
They  were  also  embarrassed  by  the  fickle  and  unreliable  Elec- 
tor of  BraiAienbu!^,  who  seemed  disposed  to  break  his  treaty 
of  neutrality  with  Sweden.  "  This  impending  danger  demanded 
the  presence  of  Gustavus  Adolphus  and  persuaded  him  to  post- 
pone the  intended  expedition  to  Germany."  The  execution  of 
his  plan  was  not  abandoned,  but  merely  delayed.  *' Mean- 
while, by  his  military  genius,  which  especially  under  critical 
circumstances  always  presented  itself  in  its  full  superiority,  he 
was  able  to  check  the  progress  of  the  Poles  and  imperialists  in 
Prussia ;  and,  during  the  summer,  through  the  mediation  of 
France,  England,  and  Brandenburg,  n^otiations  were  begun, 
which  finally  (September  26,  1629)  led  to  the  six-years'  armis- 
tice of  Stumsdorff."  By  this  he  was  relieved  from  the  Polish 
war,  which  would  have  embarrassed  him  in  his  proposed  cam- 
paign in  Germany. 

The  chief  motive  by  which  the  Elector  of  Brandenburg  was 
persuaded  to  engage  in  this  work  of  mediation  was  the  desire 
to  improve  his  own  condition  ;  for,  as  soon  as  the  already  men- 
tioned agreement  had  been  concluded  between  him  and  Gus- 
tavus Adolphus,  the  Poles  began  to  demand  that  Prussia  should 
participate  in  the  war  against  the  Swedes,  and  encamped  their 
troops  as  much  as  possible  within  its  borders.  To  be  freed 
from  this  oppression,  he  undertook  to  n^otiate  peace  between 
the  hostile  parties.  He  began  with  the  consent  of  Gustavus 
Adolphus,  but  finally  carried  his  zeal  in  mediation  so  far  that 
he  aroused  distrust  not  only  among  the  Swedes,  but  also  among 
the  inhabitants  of  Konigsberg,  who  believed  that  he  was 
endeavoring  to  betray  the  city  into  the  hands  of  the  Polish 
forces ;  and  in  the  campaign  of  1629  the  King  of  Sweden  felt 
the  necessity  of  guarding  against  hostilities  from  Brandenbui*g. 
But  George  William  found  his  circumstances  little  more  satis- 
factory after  the  treaty  of  Stumsdorff  than  before  it  He,  like 
the  other  more  powerful  Protestant  princes,  had  come  to  regard 
with  disapprobation  the  proposed  expedition  of  the  Swedish 
king  to  Germany,  and,  as  a  final  act  in  his  character  of  medi- 
ator, sought  to  persuade  him,  in  the  spring  of  1680,  to  abandon 
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it  The  commissioners,  to  whom  this  undertaking  was  in- 
trusted in  May,  had  their  first  interview  with  the  king  in  July 
at  Stettin,  and  failed,  as  they  would  have  done  had  they  met 
him  in  Stockholm. 

Th^  power  and  influence  of  Saxony  among  the  German 
States  made  it  a  desirable  ally  for  either  party.  When,  there- 
fore, in  1629,  the  power  of  the  Emperor  was  at  ita  height,  and 
the  Edict  of  Bestitution  had  been  published,  threatening  the 
adherents  of  the  evangelical  faith  everywhere,  and  it  was 
desired  to  rouse  them  to  a  united  effort  of  resistance,  the  King 
of  Sweden  wrote  to  the  Elector  of  Saxony,  vindicating  his  con- 
duct in  supporting  Stralsund,  offering  his  advice  and  assistance, 
and  asking  for  more  definite  information  in  regard  to  Saxony^s 
relation  to  the  Emperor  and  to  the  Protestant  princes.  These 
letters,  written  in  April  and  May,  remained  unanswered. 
During  the  negotiations  of  the  following  June,  conducted  by 
Peter  Meyer,  John  George  declared  his  unwillingness  either  to 
take  up  arms  to  support  the  King  of  Sweden  or  to  aid  him 
with  a  subsidy.  The  hope  that  Germany  would  be  healed  of 
all  her  ills  by  the  Diet  of  Ratisbon,  made  the  elector  disinclined 
to  treat  with  Gustavus  Adolphus;  whence  the  n^otiations, 
that  were  begun  shortly  before  his  landing,  were  also  fruitless, 
as  were  all  his  efforts  to  form  an  alliance  with  Saxony.  The 
opinion  generally  entertained  at  the  time,  that  he  stood  in 
secret  correspondence  with  the  evangelical  Estates  of  Germany, 
was  without  foundation. 

The  Dukes  of  Mecklenburg  wished  to  continue  their  friendly 
relations  with  the  King  of  Sweden,  and  this  was  to  him  not  a 
matter  of  indifference ;  for  he  wished  to  begin  his  campaign 
through  their  territory.  Soon  after  their  expulsion,  Adolphus 
Frederic  wrote,  asking  the  king  to  intercede  in  bis  behalf ;  to 
which  the  latter  replied,  that,  were  there  any  possibility  of 
effecting  anything,  he  would  willingly  comply  with  the  request, 
but  feared  that  both  would  thereby  become  the  objects  of  ridi- 
cule and  further  indignities.  And  in  the  autumn  of  1629  he 
sent  Adam  Beer  to  Lubeck  with  a  memorial,  wherein  he  urged 
the  duke  to  secure  the  co-operation  of  the  several  Estates,  obtain 
possession  of  certain  fortified  places,  and  collect  means  for  the 
support  of  an  army.    The  memorial  was  received  in  Lubeck, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1874.]    N^egotiatums  on  the  Swedish  Invasion  of  Oennany.     451 

December  15,  1629,  after  the  death  of  Beer,  when  the  Swedish 
agent  in  Hamburg  was  authorized  to  conduct  the  negotiations, 
which,  as  well  as  those  undertaken  somewhat  later  by  Basch, 
were  without  important  result 

Since  the  term  of  the  treaty  of  1614  between  Sweden  and 
the  Netherlands  expired  in  April,  1629,  Gustavus  Adolphus 
wished  to  form  a  new  and  closer  alliance  in  its  stead,  but  the 
war  with  Spain  and  the  debts  of  the  country  presented  obsta- 
cles. Ih.  the  proposed  union,  the  parties  interested  should  seek 
to  maintain  their  rights  and  privileges,  as  well  as  their  power 
in  the  Baltic  and  North  Sea ;  and  to  re-establish  the  princes 
and  Estates  of  North  Germany  in  their  former  condition. 
Should  peaceable  means  be  inadequate  to  the  attainment  of 
this  end  before  the  following  June,  they  should  then  attempt 
the  same  by  force  of  arms ;  in  which  case  Gnstavus  Adolphus, 
who  should  have  the  command-in-chief,  should  furnish  20,000 
infantry  and  8,000  cavalry,  fit  out  a  fleet  of  50  vessels,  assist 
the  Netherlands  with  4,000  men,  and  grant  them  freedom  of 
trade  everywhere,  except  with  the  ports  he  had  blockaded ; 
while  they,  on  the  other  hand,  should  furnish  and  support  twelve 
men-of-war  and  4,000  soldiers,  and  pay  a  monthly  subsidy  of 
40,000  rix-dollars.  These  conditions  were  afterwards  slightly 
modified,  but  the  relations  of  the  Netherlands  to  Spain  and  the 
Empire  led  them  to  meet  the  advances  of  Oustavus  Adolphus 
with  indifference.  After  the  campaign  of  1629  they  were  more 
inclined  to  accede  to  his  wishes,  but  during  the  negotiations 
difficulties  presented  themselves  which  rendered  all  attempts 
fruitless ;  such  as  the  scarcity  of  money,  the  debts  of  the  State, 
the  dissatisfaction  of  the  merchants  with  the  conditions  of  trade 
in  Prussia ;  and  notwithstanding  the  king's  endeavors  to  re- 
move these  difficulties,  Camerarius  wrote,  February  4,  1680, 
"  that  his  sovereign  had  entered  into  no  union  with  the  Nether- 
lands, which  would  give  the  common  cause  support"  In  spite 
of  Oxenstjema's  n^otiations,  dissatisfaction  continued,  and 
the  Dutch  saw  in  the  expected  cessation  of  hostilities  with 
Spain  the  possibility  of  becoming  wholly  indifferent  to  an 
alliance  with  Sweden. 

In  order  to  procure  assistance  in  England,  Gustavus  Adolphus 
entered  into  correspondence  with  a  number  of  influential  Eng- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


452      Negotiations  an  the  Swedish  Invasion  of  Oermany,    [July, 

lishmen,  who  promised  to  use  their  influence  with  the  king  in 
his  behalf;  yet,  on  account  of  the  continued  hostility  between 
king  and  parliament,  he  had  little  reason  to  expect  aid  in  this 
quarter,  notwithstanding  Charles'  professions  of  friendship  and 
avowed  interest  in  the  Protestant  party. 

While  the  vessels  designed  for  the  support  of  Christian  the 
Fourth  were  ready  to  be  sent  to  Denmark,  an  envoy  informed 
Gustavus  Adolphus  that  the  alliance  between  Stralsund  and 
Sweden  had  been  ratified,  and  requested  aid  in  men  'and  am- 
munition. The  fact  that  the  imperialists  had  turned  their  at- 
tention from  the  Danish  peninsula  to  that  city  and  the  coast  of 
Pomerania,  and  the  consequent  ability  of  Christian  to  defend 
his  kingdom  without  foreign  assistance,  led  the  King  of  Sweden 
to  comply  with  the  request;  for  which  purpose  he  sent  to 
Stralsund  the  vessels  with  which  he  had  intended  to  assist  Den- 
mark, and  thereby  failed  to  fulfill  the  conditions  of  his  treaty 
with  that  kingdom.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  (1628),  an 
agreement  was  formed  between  the  Swedish  and  Danish  crowns, 
probably  for  the  re-establishment  of  that  point  of  the  previous 
alliance  which  conditioned  that  neither  party  should  make 
peace  with  its  enemies  without  allowing  the  other  to  participate 
in  the  negotiations.  The  King  of  Denmark  had  long  sought  a 
personal  interview  with  Gustavus  Adolphus,  which  he  finally 
obtained  February  20,  1629,  at  the  parsonage  of  Ulfebeck. 
But  he  made  no  proposition,  and  simply  asked  for  two  or  three 
vessels;  not,  however,  because  they  were  needed,  but  "od 
augendam  famam"  The  King  of  Sweden,  on  the  other  hand, 
proposed,  that  they  should  make  an  agreement  in  regard  to  the 
negotiations  of  Lubeck  and  the  means  for  obtaining  a  general 
peace,  and  that  they  should  form  an  alliance.  To  the  first 
point  Christian  replied  that  he  had  sent  his  conditions  to  the 
Emperor  and  could  not  depart  from  them ;  to  the  second,  that 
it  would  be  necessary  for  him  to  obtain  the  consent  of  the 
Estates  before  an  alliance  between  Denmark  and  Sweden  could 
be  formed.  He  also  maintained  that  his  inactivity  was  neces- 
sitated by  his  want  of  meana  Gustavus  Adolphus  wrote  an 
account  of  this  meeting  to  Axel  Oxenstjerna,  which  he  closed 
with,  "  Summa^  parturiunt  monies,  nascitur  ridiculus  wim5."  The 
negotiations  of  Lubeck  were  ended  without  his  participation 
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in  them,  and  Denmark  had,  hereafter,  but  little  influence  on 
the  development  and  execution  of  his  plans. 

However  much  the  King  of  Sweden  may  have  desired  to 
ally  himself  with  other  Protestant  powers,  he  had  no  hope  of 
receiving  from  any  of  them  as  ample  assistance  as  France  was 
able  to  give  ;  yet  it  was  evident  that,  while  there  was  a  possi- 
bility that  Christian's  undertaking  would  end  successfully, 
Louis  the  Thirteenth  would  not  be  earnestly  desirous  to  form 
an  alliance  with  Gustavus  Adolphu&  France  stood  in  open 
hostility  with  Spain  ;  yet  by  the  insurrection  of  La  Bochelle, 
the  King  was  prevented  from  carrying  on  war  against  that  na- 
tion, and  the  intrigues  of  the  ultra-Catholic  party  compelled  him 
to  close  the  treaty  of  Barcelona  Not  long  afterwards  France 
and  Spain  became  allies  against  England  and  the  Huguenots. 
After  he  had  ended  the  si^e  of  La  Bochelle,  drawn  by  his  in- 
terest in  the  Mantua  succession,  Louis  undertook  a  campaign  to 
Italy,  which  led  to  the  league  of  Venice  in  1629,  between 
France,  the  Pope,  Venice,  Savoy,  and  the  Duke  of  Mantua. 
By  the  treaty  of  Susa  the  war  between  France  and  England 
was  ended,  but  dangers  had  gathered  in  another  quarter. 
Christian  the  Fourth  had  played  out  his  rdle ;  the  Emperor  was 
victorious  in  Germany  ;  Amim  had  led  an  army  to  Prussia,  in 
order  to  keep  Gustavus  Adolphus  employed  there ;  10,000  men 
had  been  sent  to  aid  the  Spanish  against  the  Dutch ;  a  third 
army  of  20,000  men  had  been  sent  through  Graubunden  and 
Valtelline  to  join  the  Spanish  forces  in  Italy;  and  the  Duke  of 
Mantua  found  himself  hard  pressed  by  the  enemy.  Under 
these  circumstances,  Richelieu,  after  having  seen  the  failure  of 
the  King  of  Denmark,  looked  for  an  ally  in  the  North  against 
the  Emperor.  Of  England  the  Emperor's  enemies  could  expect 
no  support,  and  France  saw  in  Sweden  the  only  power  through 
which  the  anti-Hapsburg  party  could  receive  assistanca 

While  France  was  at  war  with  England,  Lars  NUsson  arrived 
in  Paris ;  but  his  mission  had  no  result,  except  to  convince  the 
King  that  Gustavus  Adolphus  wished  to  enter  into  closer  rela- 
tions with  him ;  but  in  the  n^otiations  of  1629  there  first  be- 
gan to  be  entertained  hopes  of  an  alliance. 

After  the  Polish  armistice  had  been  closed,  Charnac^  was 
induced  to  go  to  Sweden,  where  he  had  an  interview  with  the 
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KiDg,  November  21.  That  the  King  of  France  had  not  in- 
tended in  these  negotiations  to  form  an  alliance  with  Sweden, 
may  be  seen  from  the  fact  ihat  he  had  furnished  his  envoy  with 
no  instructions  to  this  end ;  he  wished  to  learn  the  opinion  and 
plans  of  Gustavus  Adolphus  r^arding  the  a£fairs  in  Germany, 
as  a  preparation  for  negotiating  with  a  commissioner,  whom  he 
wished  the  King  of  Sweden  to  send  to  France.  It  was  deter- 
J  mined  to  send  Charles  Bajiler  to  Paris,  a  resolution  that  was 
afterwards  changed  an  account  of  the  superior  advantages 
which  the  King  thought  the  Hague  offered  as  the  place  for  fu- 
ture negotiation&  He  sent  his  conditions  to  Louis  by  Ghamac^, 
and  asked  him  to  send  a  commissioner  to  the  Hague  to  treat 
with  Camerariua  As  the  French  envoy  was  about  to  leave 
Denmark,  he  received  instructions  to  continue  the  negotiations 
with  Sweden.  The  King  of  France  had  meantime  begun  nego- 
tiations with  the  German  princes  and  Switzerland,  in  order 
to  incite  them  to  resistance  against  the  Emperor ;  and  had  also 
begun  to  make  extensive  preparations  for  active  participation 
in  the  war.  In  connection  with  this  attempt  to  arouse  Germany 
and  Switzerland  was  the  determination  to  secure  Sweden  by 
an  alliance  for  the  same  end  ;*  for  when  the  instructions  for 
Chamac^  were  given  (Dec.  18,  1629),  news  had  not  yet  been 
received  in  France  of  his  interview  with  Gustavus  Adolphus 
and  the  Council  The  envoy  returned  to  Sweden,  and  re- 
opened negotiations  in  Stockholm.  One  circumstance  which 
tended  to  give  them  a  peculiar  character  was  that  Richelieu 
sought  to  use  Gustavus  Adolphus  in  the  execution  of  his  own 
individual  plans,  while  at  the  same  time  the  King  of  Sweden 

*  **  L*  intention  de  sa  majesty  est,  que  Ghamao^  engage  le  loi  de  Su^de  A 
B*oocaper  serieusement  dea  aiZairea  d'Allemagne,  autant  pour  ddlivrer  lee  ^ts  et 
princes  de  Tempire  de  la  tyramiie  des  Bspagnola,  qu*  i  oanae  de  la  jalousie  qu'il 
doit  ^prouver  de  Toir  s'approoher  de  see  frontidres  une  maiaon  qui  aspire  a  la 
monarohie  univeraelle,  et  dont  Fambition  n*  a  d^autres  bomee  que  oelles  qu*eUe 
trouve  dans  une  forte  et  puissante  r^istance.  C'est  dans  ce  dessein  que  sa  majeste 
a  fait  rassembler  en  Ohampagne  une  annde  de  40,000  hommes,  et  une  autre  d^^gale 
foroe  en  Italie,  pour  les  opposer  aux  armes  de  VAutriche;  sa  majesty  trds  chr^ 
tlenne,  d^rantfaire  le  roi  chef  de  cette  glorieuse  entreprise,  lui  oflre,  pour  les 
frais  de  la  guerre,  un  subside  annuel  de  six  cent  mille  francs;  si  neanmoins  le 
roi  de  Su^e  exigeait  un  subside  de  neuf  cent  nuUe  francs,  Ohamao^  y  oonsentirait 
a  la  demidre  extr^mit^" — Ghamao^'s  instructions,  see  FIa68a\i!  Histoire  g&ierale 
ale  la  diplomatie  Fran^aise,  II,  383.  ^ 
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sought  in  an  alliance  with  France  means  for  the  attainment  of 
an  end  upon  which  hia  eye  had  long  been  fixed.  Gharnac^'s 
flattering  representations  of  the  state  of  feeling  in  Germany 
towards  Ghistavus  Adolphus  failed  to  have  the  desired  effect 
This  interview  was  fruitlesa  February  20,  he  b^;an  negotia- 
tions with  Swedish  commissioners.  Certain  articles  of  alliance 
were  drawn  up :  Sweden  should  make  a  campaign  in  Germany, 
and  France  should  furnish  pecuniary  support  Specified  ends 
to  be  gained  were :  the  re-establishment  of  the  German  Estates 
in  their  ancient  freedom  and  rights,  the  driving  back  of  the  im- 
.  perialists,  and  the  security  of  commerce.  The  Catholic  or 
Protestant  service,  wherever  existing,  should  be  left  undis- 
turbed ;  efforts  should  be  made  to  extend  the  alliance  by  in- 
ducing other  princes  and  Estates  to  join  it,  and  the  League 
should  remain  neutral.  Gustavus  Adolphus  had  various  rea- 
sons for  not  wishing  to  ratify  these  articles,  but  chief  among 
them  seems  to  have  been  the  demand  that  he  should  send  an 
envoy  to  France,  in  order  there  to  conclude  a  more  definite 
agreement  on  the  number  of  troops  witih  which  Sweden  should 
carry  on  the  war,  according  to  which  Louis  would  determine 
the  amount  of  his  subsidies.  On  this  they  could  not  agree ; 
and  although  the  amount  of  the  offered  subsidy  was  afterwards 
increased,  the  King  of  Sweden  regarded  it,  nevertheless,  still 
as  insufficient  compensation  for  submitting  to  the  conditions 
proposed.  A  little  later,  while  Chamace  was  in  Denmark, 
Swedish  commissioners  undertook  to  continue  the  n^otiations, 
but  found  him  less  disposed  than  heretofore  to  form  an  alliance, 
and  even  unwilling  to  consent  to  the  articles  previously  framed. 
The  compliance  on  the  part  of  Sweden,  where  objections  had 
been  made,  only  called  forth  from  the  French  envoy  other  rea- 
sons for  avoiding  an  agreement  The  conduct  of  Chamac^  in 
these  negotiations  caused  Gustavus  Adolphus  to  doubt  that, 
through  his  mediation,  he  should  be  able  to  close  an  alliance 
with  the  King  of  France,  and  persuaded  him  to  send  Lars 
Nilsson  to  treat  with  that  monarch  directly,  or  with  his  minis- 
ter; but  before  Nilsson's  first  interview  with  Bichelieu,  the 
King  of  Sweden  had  begun  his  conquests  in  Germany. 

In  this  connection  may  be  mentioned  the  negotiations  of 
Sweden  and  France  with  the  Venetian  republic     Gustavus. 
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Adolplnis  dispatched  Wolmar  Farensbach,  in  November,  1628, 
to  form  an  alliance  with  Bethlem  Gabor.  On  his  way  to  Tran- 
sylvania he  visited  Mantua,  where  he  sought  to  induce  the 
Duke  to  become  the  ally  of  Sweden.  March  11, 1629,  he  con- 
ferred with  the  Venetian  senate.  As  the  result  of  this  visit, 
the  Doge  sent  to  the  King  of  Sweden  assurances  of  friendship, 
and  an  offer  to  enter  into  closer  relations  with  him. 

That  Bichelieu  desired  an  alliance  between  France  and 
Sweden,  and  that  he  had  determined  to  pay  Ghistavus  Adolphus 
ample  subsidies,  cannot  be  doubted,  and  it  is  also  equally  cer- 
tain that  he  was  too  shrewd  not  to  conceive  the  idea  of  in- 
ducing his  Italian  allies  to  contribute  to  such  subsidies.  Under 
the  condition  of  affairs  in  Italy  at  that  time,  Venice  alone  was 
able  to  render  any  considerable  aid;  Richelieu,  therefore, 
turned  to  the  republic,  and  made  a  treaty  with  it  to  this  end. 
"How  far  already  in  1629,"  says  Professor  Adhner,  "  a  treaty 
in  this  matter  was  closed  between  France  and  the  republic,  we 
are  not  able  to  determine :  probably  the  statement  about  it 
rests  upon  some  concision  with  the  other  treaties  of  alliance 
of  the  same  year.  What  is  certain  is,  that  a  secret  treaty  was 
concluded  between  France  and  the  Venetian  republic,  June, 
1680,  in  St  Jean  Maurienne  (S.  Giovanni  Moriana),  in  Savoy, 
probably  as  the  third  French  army  stood  ready  to  pass  the 
Alps  by  Mont  Cenis.  We  have  not  seen  the  document  itself, 
but  during  the  later  negotiations  on  the  same  subject,  the 
following  was  given  as  its  contents :  The  republic  pledges  itself 
to  pay  for  the  year  1680  one-third  of  the  subsidies  for  the 
King  of  Sweden,  estimated  at  400,000  livres ;  France  should 
agree  with  Sweden  on  a  definite  sum,  and  inform  the  republic 
of  it ;  and  on  the  question  concerning  the  continuation  of  the 
support  the  following  year,  new  negotiations  should  take  place. 
The  Venetian  government  sent  immediately  to  France  exchange 
to  the  amount  named,  but,  as  the  definite  agreement  of  France 
with  Sweden  was  delayed  so  long  that  an  advantageous  treaty 
of  peace  with  the  Emperor  intervened,  October  18,  of  the  same 
year,  in  Ratisbon,  the  amount  was,  therefore,  never  paid." 

The  negotiations  of  Dantzic  in  the  spring  of  1680,  by  which 
it  was  attempted  to  effect  a  treaty  of  peace  between  Sweden 
and  the  Empire,  through  the  mediation  of  Denmark,  did  not 
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advance  beyond  preliminaries.  Inasmuch  as  they  were  under- 
taken without  sincerity,  they  ended  quite  naturally  without 
result  Meanwhile,  May  19,  Gustavus  Adolphus  took  his 
farewell  of  the  Estates,  and  soon  afterwards  left  Sweden  forever. 
He  entered  upon  the  undertaking  without  allies,  which  was  a 
bold  venture,  whether  we  conclude  that  he  was  persuaded  to 
engage  in  it  by  thoroughly  political  motives  alone,  or,  more 
justly,  by  these  in  union  with  a  strong  and  earnest  desire  to 
further  the  inter^ts  of  Protestantism. 
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Akhclb  n.— ULRICrS  LOGIC. 

Chmpendium  der  Logik  von  Dr.  H.  Ulrigi,  o  o  Professor  der 
Philosophte  an  der  Universitat  HaUe.  Zweite  neu  bearbeitete 
und  vennehrte  Auflaga     Leipzig,  Weigel,  1872. 

Professor  Ulrigi  is  well  known  as  the  author  of  various 
works,  prominent  among  which  are  his  System  der  Logik,  OoU 
und  der  Menschj  OoU  und  die  Natur.  We  have  chosen  his  Qmi- 
pendium  for  notice,  because  it  contains  the  germ  of  the  author  s 
peculiar  philosophy,  and  that,  too,  in  its  latest  and  clearest 
form.  Before  proceeding  to  the  discussion,  however,  some 
preliminary  statement  is  necessary. 

Three  theories  are  possible  concerning  the  relation  of  thought 
and  thing :  1st,  the  thought  is  created  by  the  thing ;  2nd,  the 
thing  is  created  by  the  thought ;  8d,  thought  and  thing  stand 
over  against  each  other  as  equally  valid  and  necessary  factors 
of  knowledge  The  first  two  theories,  or  materialism  and 
idealism,  are  alike  destructive  of  philosophy.  The  consistent 
materialist  can  only  view  the  logical  laws  and  forms  as  the 
accidental  product  of  forces,  existing  by  chance,  and  uniting 
by  chance  in  this  or  that  accidental  combination.  Under  such 
a  view  the  logical  laws  and  forms  lose  all  authority,  and  all 
that  is  built  up  by  their  aid  vanishes  into  an  abyss  of  doubt 
and  delusion.  Pure  idealism  is  no  less  fatal ;  for  the  consistent 
idealist  cannot  stop  short  of  denying  the  existence  of  all  but 
himself  and  his  notions.  Not  alone  the  material  world,  but 
men  also  must  &de  into  ideas ;  and  the  thorough-going  idealist 
must  believe  himself  alone  in  the  universe — a  position  which 
not  even  a  madman  would  dream  of  maintaining.  If,  however, 
one  should,  for  argument's  sake,  assume  such  a  position,  he 
would  do  worse  than  expose  himself  to  the  charge  of  insanity 
— ^he  would  turn  thought  into  chaos.  The  law  of  causation 
stands  sponsor  for  the  external  world,  and  to  deny  one  is  to 
deny  both.  But  to  deny  this  law  is  to  introduce  anarchy  into 
thought,  and  once  more  all  is  at  sea.     Out  of  this  bog  the  third 
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view,  or  realism,  oflFers  to  help  philosophy  by  assuming  that 
subject  and  object  are  equally  real  and  necessary  factors  of 
knowledge.  But,  unfortunately,  its  mediation  between  these 
contending  views  has  generally  consisted  in  dogmatically  ap- 
propriating the  principles  of  both  parties,  without  any  attempt 
to  reconcile  them ;  and  the  inner  contradiction  of  its  teachings 
has  been  concealed  by  judiciously  refraining  from  their  logical 
development  In  general,  it  may  be  said  that  the  peace  which 
realism  has  secured  between  materialism  and  idealism  is  such 
a  peace  as  a  fog  might  effect  between  hostile  fleeta  The 
hostility  is  there.  It  slumbers  only  because  no  one  has  vision 
keen  enough  to  perceive  it  Dogmatic  realism  has  served  as 
just  such  a  fog-bank,  in  which  the  contradictory  principles  of 
idealism  and  materialism  have  slumbered,  unconscious  of  their 
mutual  hostility.  By  and  by  the  sceptic  comes  with  his  con- 
founding criticism.  The  mind  is  represented  as  holding  with 
equal  assurance  both  sides  of  a  contradiction ;  and  philosophy 
reaches  one  of  its  periodical  crises.  Idealism  and  materialism 
are  both  fatal  to  philosophy,  and  realism,  unless  it  can  vindicate 
the  reality  and  necessity  of  both  subject  and  object  as  equally 
valid  factors  of  knowledge,  is  not  a  philosophy,  but  a  dogmatic 
acceptance  of  whatever  principles  practical  needs  may  force 
upon  us.  The  question  which  realism  has  to  answer  is :  What 
are  the  relations  of  thought  and  thing?  and  upon  the  answer 
depends  the  possibility  of  philosophy. 

Of  all  the  crises  through  which  philosophic  thought  has 
passed,  none  will  compare  in  importance  with  that  produced 
by  the  scepticism  of  Hume.  Bc^dism  at  that  time  was  little 
more  than  sensationalism  ;  and  the  answer  it  gave  to  the  ques- 
tion concerning  the  relation  of  thought  and  thing  was  that  the 
thought  is  entirely  subordinated  to  the  thing.  It  would  hear 
nothing  ot  a  priori  factors  of  knowledge,  but  sought  to  lead  all 
that  we  knew  back  to  sensation.  This  is  the  unit  from  which 
all  else  is  built  up.  The  mind  is  passive  in  knowledge;  it 
receives  but  contributes  nothing.  It  is  merely  a  register  upon 
which  our  manifold  sensations  record  themselves ;  and  the  so- 
called  laws  of  thought  are  but  abstractions  from  them.  To 
this  philosophy  Hume  applied  a  very  short  but  convincing 
criticism.     Is  sensation  the  source  of  all  knowledge  ?  then  it 
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follows  inevitably  that  ^bat  is  not  in  sensation  is  unreal ;  and 
all  so-called  knowledge  wbioh  cannot  justify  itself  in  the  court 
of  the  senses,  must  be  treated  as  blank  illusion.  Hence  the 
belief  in  causation  and  the  logical  forms,  in  morality,  the  soul, 
and  God,  must  be  abandoned  as  the  results  of  unthinking 
habit  Plainly,  these  beliefs  are  supersensual ;  and  sensation 
is  the  norm  of  knowledga  Out  of  doors  they  aU  must  go, 
and  science  and  religion  must  perish  together.  The  argument 
was  simple  and  convincing.  The  self-destructiye  nature  of  the 
experience-philosophy  was  clearly  seen.  In  the  clear  demon- 
stration of  this  fact  lies  Hume's  great  aud  inestimable  service 
to  philosophy. 

The  direction  which  speculation  must  take  was  evident 
The  denial  of  a  priori  factors  of  knowledge  led  to  this  sceptical 
result  To  avoid  it  was  impossible.  To  argue  against  the  con- 
clusion while  admitting  the  premises  was  as  hopeless  as  argu- 
ment against  the  multiplication-table.  Until. philosophy  could 
demonstrate,  not  the  need,  but  the  reality  of  a  priori  factors  of 
knowledge,  it  must  abandon  all  its  claims.  Only  witless,  reck- 
less dogmatism  could  ignore  the  challenge.  The  problem  was 
clearly  stat^ ;  could  it  be  as  clearly  solved  ? 

An  attempt  at  solution  could  not  be  avoided.  Haunted  by 
a  belief  in  the  reality  of  knowledge,  the  mind  will  never  rest 
content  with  scepticism.  It  matters  not  that  the  stone  ever 
comes  bounding  back,  Sisyphus  must  upheave  it  once  more. 
There  was  nothing  to  do  then  but  to  return  to  first  principles, 
and  re-investigate  the  relation  of  thought  and  thing.  The  re- 
sult was  the  Kantian  criticism.  Before  we  begin  to  philoso- 
phize, said  Kant,  let  us  inquire  whether  our  faculties  are  com- 
petent to  philosophy.  Let  reason  itself  be  called  into  court, 
and  an  inventory  of  its  powers  be  taken.  Let  us  inquire  after 
the  origin  and  development  of  our  knowledge.  It  may  be 
that  the  contradictions  of  philosophy  lie  in  the  imperfection  of 
its  instrument  At  all  events,  the  first  thing  to  do  is  to  inves- 
tigate the  knowing  faculty  itself;  for  if  this  be  untrustworthy, 
all  is  at  sea.  The  results  of  his  criticism  was  his  well  known 
doctrine  of  mental  fonns.  According  to  this  doctrine,  the  raw 
material  of  knowledge  is  derived  from  experience ;  the  form 
which  it  assumes  is  determined  by  the  mind  itself    The  skele* 
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ton  of  knowledge  is  giyen  in  the  nature  of  intelligence ;  the 
outline  is  filled  up  by  experience.  Apart  from  these  forms, 
sensation  itself  is  impossible;  for  sensation  postulates  the 
intuitions  of  space  and  time.  Much  more  is  the  higher 
thought*knowledge  impossible  without  the  existence  of  forms 
of  knowledge.  Sensation,  as  such,  is  chaotic  and  meaningless. 
Of  itself  one  sensation  has  no  relation  to  another.  They  are 
connected  in  relation  and  judgment  only  by  the  mind  within. 
This  chaos  of  sensation  can  only  become  the  unity  of  knowl- 
edge as  law  and  order  are  imposed  upon  it  by  an  inner  activity. 
But  this  law  and  order  are  contributed  by  the  mind,  and  are 
hence  a  priori  factors  of  knowledge.  This,  tiien,  is  Kant's 
doctrine  of  mental  forms.  Knowledge  necessarily  contains  two 
factors — form  and  content  Form  without  content  is  void ; 
content  without  form  is  chaos.  We  can  know  things  only 
under  certain  forms  which  lie  in  the  nature  of  the  mind  itsell 
Knowing  consists  in  subsuming  the  chaos  of  sensation  under 
these  forms ;  and  not  until  it  is  so  subsumed  does  it  become  a 
definite  object  of  knowledge.  Such  was  Eotnt's  conception ; 
and  whatever  may  be  thought  of  its  value,  one  thing  is  certain : 
he  demonstrated  the  helplessness  of  the  experience-philosophy. 
At  every  step  of  mental  development  he  showed  the  presence 
and  working  oi  a  priori  factors.  Ignorant,  reckless  empiricism 
might  Ignore  it ;  but  all  except  the  willfully  or  hopelessly  blind 
could  not  fail  to  see  that  the  experience-philosophy  cannot  ad- 
vance one  step  without  the  use  of  the  very  a  priori  principles 
which  it  is  supposed  to  displace.  The  clear  proof  of  this  fact 
is  Kant's  great  service  to  philosophy,  and  also  his  undying 
glory. 

Unfortunately,  Kant  stated  his  doctrine  in  such  a  way  as  to 
countenance  the  gravest  errons.  The  philosophers  who  came 
after  him  proved  far  more  capable  of  falling  into  his  errors 
than  of  appreciating  his  truths.  The  critical  stand-point  was 
quickly  deserted ;  and  the  dreadful  treadmill-round  of  a  one- 
sided idealism  was  begun  over  again.  Since  then  German 
philosophy  has  been  floundering  in  a  dreadful  bog.  There  has 
been  any  amount  of  speculation,  but  no  principles.  No  one 
has  troubled  himself  to  inquire  after  the  foundations  of  philoso- 
phy ;  but  every  one  has  snatched  up  whatever  one-sided  princi* 
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pie  happened  to  strike  his  Beiiicj,  and  forthwith  proceeded  to 
develop  a  system.  Of  course,  the  whole  world  has  wondered 
after  the  beast ;  but  the  critic  is  compelled  to  declare  that  Ger- 
man philosophy  since  Kant  has  had  little  in  common  with 
logic,  less  yet  in  common  with  the  facts  of  consciousness ;  and 
resembles  nothing  so  closely  as  the  Baron  Munchausen  as  he 
sailed  through  the  air  on  his  wig. 

In  the  work  before  us  we  have  an  attempt  to  recall  philosophy 
to  criticism.  The  aim  is  identical  with  that  of  Kant :  to  in- 
quire into  the  possibility  of  philosophy  in  general ;  to  subject 
reason  itself  to  an  examination.  With  great  justness,  the 
author  remarks  that  the  critical  or  logical  question  is  the  most 
fundamental  question  of  philosophy.  All  the  mental  processes 
proceed  according  to  the  logical  laws  and  forma  Doubt  no 
less  than  belief,  scepticism  no  less  than  dogmatism,  are  subject 
to  them.  Since  then  these  laws  control  sJl  and  every  mental 
operation,  since  the  sceptic  is  as  subject  to  them  as  the  dog- 
matist, it  follows  inevitably  that  the  validity  not  alone  of 
science  and  system,  but  even  of  doubt  and  denial,  rests  upon 
the  truth  of  logic.  The  first  thing,  then,  to  do  is  to  investigate 
the  origin  and  validity  of  these  laws  and  forms  to  which  all 
our  thinking,  whether  affirming  or  denying,  doubting  or  be- 
lieving, is  and  must  be  subject  Until  this  is  done  philosophy 
is  a  house  built  on  sand,  which  will  be  sure  to  fall  with  the 
first  gale  and  fiood.  The  conclusion  which  the  author  reaches 
is  very  similar  to  that  of  Kant.  In  a  certain  sense  he  holds  to 
the  doctrine  of  mental  forms.  The  points  of  agreement  and 
difference  will  appear  during  the  discussion. 

No  fact  in  psychology  is  more  clearly  established  than  that 
the  mind  is  active  in  all  knowledge.  The  physical  antece- 
dents of  sensation  are  simply  nerve-vibrations ;  this  is  physio- 
logically proved.  But  vibrations,  are  not  sensation;  by  no 
effort  of  imagination  can  a  thought  be'  identified  with  a 
swinging  molecule.  These  vibrations  remain  mechanical 
motions  until  they  are  attended  to,  and  interpreted  by  the 
mind  within.  This  also  is  one  of  the  most  common  facts  of 
experience.  As  soon  as  the  student's  attention  is  conceo; 
trated  upon  his  work,  the  hum  of  the  room  ceasea  He  does 
not  hear  the  clock  strike.    All  the  sights  and  sounds  of  the 
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external  world  are  unnoticed  by  him ;  and  for  the  reason  that 
the  attention  of  the  mind  was  directed  to  other  subjects. 
It  is  psychologically  impregnable  that  sensation  itself  postu- 
lates a  mental  activity  as  its  necessary  condition.  Much 
more  is  this  true  of  the  higher  processes  of  thought  In 
comparing,  recognizing,  judging,  imagining,  constructing,  the 
mind  is  consciously  the  actor  to  whom  all  this  activity  must 
be  referred.  But  if  knowledge  is  to  have  any  unity  or  coher- 
ence, this  activity  must  be  an  orderly  one ;  otherwise  knowl- 
edge could  have  no  fixed  point,  and  the  results  of  to-day 
might  be  overturned  by  the  activity  of  to-morrow.  Now  the 
conception  of  the  logical  laws  is  that  they  are  the  rules  and 
norms  which  control  and  lead  all  our  mental  operations.  If 
then  we  coxQd  discover  the  laws  which  the  soul  consciously,  or 
unconsciously,  obeys  in  all  its  thinking,  we  should  have 
reached  the  source  of  logic :  and  if  we  could  ground  them  in 
the  nature  of  the  soul  itself,  we  should  have  demonstrated  their 
universality  and  necessity;  that  is,  we  should  have  found, 
first,  that  tHey  are  laws,  and  not  rules ;  and,  second,  we  should 
have  shown  why  they  are  laws,  or  whence  they  derive  their 
law-power.  But  this  question  is  not  to  be  answered  by  any  a 
priori  speculation,  no  matter  how  pretentious,  but  by  an 
inductive  consideration  of  the  mind  itself.  No  awfdl  voices 
from  the  upper  air,  nor  oracular  utterances  from  the  "  abyssmal 
depths  of  personality,"  but  the  facts  of  the  common  conscious- 
ness, must  decide  this  question.  And  since  any  being  mani- 
fests its  nature  only  in  its  activity,  we  can  only  hope  to  dis- 
cover the  nature  of  the  mind  by  an  examination  of  its  activity. 
It  may  be  that  in  this  way  we  shall  win  a  conception  of  the 
mind  which  shall  so  thoroughly  express  its  nature,  that  by 
mere  analysis  we  shall  come  upon  the  logical  laws  and  forms. 
In  this  hope  the  author  proposes  the  question:  How  do  we 
come  to  consciousness  ?  Or,  since  consciousness  is  used  by 
the  author  in  a  far  more  restricted  sense  than  our  English  word. 
How  do  we  come  to  definite,  specific  knowledge?  How  do  we 
win  definite  perceptions  of  things?  How,  in  general,  does 
consciousness  gain  a  definite  and  orderly  content? 

Nothing  easier  in  the  world,  says  the  sensationalist     Here  is 
a  square  thing ;  there  is  a  round  one.     Here  is  something  hard ; 
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there  something  soft.  Why,  we  see  things  all  about  us  of 
different  sizes,  shapes,  qualities,  relations,  &c.  There  is  no  mys- 
tery about  it.  We  are  surrounded  by  a  universe  full  of  things ; 
and  we  see  and  hear  and  touch  them,  and  so  on.  That  is  the 
plain  common  sense  of  the  matter.  If  there  are  logical  laws 
and  categories,  and  mental  forms,  and  all  that  kind  of  stuff", 
concerned  in  the  operation,  I  don't  know  anything  about  them. 
We  agree  most  heartily  with  the  latter  part  of  the  statement ; 
but  for  the  rest  we  must  say  that  our  friend  has  more  enthusi- 
asm than  knowledge.  "  A  universe  full  of  things''  is  not  given 
in  sensation  at  alL  Physiology  proves  incontestably  that  brain 
vibrations  is  all  that  the  outer  world  directly  gives  ua  Vibra- 
tions pouring  up  from  skin  and  muscle,  from  eye  and  ear,  con- 
stitute the  psychological  sum  of  sensation.  But  these  vibrations 
mean  nothing  of  themselves.  They  are  not  ideas ;  they  are  not 
knowledge.  They  are  only  excitements  of  the  organism,  and 
of  themselves  cannot  go  beyond  the  organism.  The  projection 
of  the  causes  of  our  sensations  into  space  is  not  the  work  of 
sensation  itself.  The  perception  of  distance,  of  magnitude,  of 
things  external  to  the  body,  is  all  acquired.  Psychology  has 
established  this  beyond  the  possibility  of  question.  **  The  uni- 
verse full  of  things,"  which  the  sensationalist  thinks  he  sees,  is 
altogether  an  acquired  perception.  The  connections  and  rela- 
tions of  things  which  he  fancies  he  gains  immediately  through 
sensation  are  all  something  superadded  to  the  sensations.  A 
sensation  is  itself  and  nothing  more.  It  lies  unrelated  and 
alone.  It  is  not  until  it  is  worked  over  in  thought  and  com- 
pared and  related  in  judgment,  that  it  makes  any  approach  to 
definite  knowledge  Sensation  alone  is  meaningless  and  cha- 
otic The  fact  is  unquestionable.  Except  law  and  order  be 
imposed  upon  it,  it  must  remain  meaningless  and  chaotic  for- 
ever. The  sensationalist  is  invited  to  explain  how  these  whirl- 
ing molecules  pass  into  sensation,  and  how  sensation  becomes 
orderly  and  definite  knowledge.  His  reply  needs  only  to  be 
translated  into  thought  to  appear  supremely  ridiculoua  His 
claim  that  they  impose  law  and  order  upon  themselves,  implies 
that  these  emotions,  which  are  all  mechanical,  recognize  each 
other  as  like  and  unlike,  and  unite  and  separate  in  endless 
differentiation  and  integration,  until  an  orderly  frame  of  knowl- 
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edge  is  btiilt  up.  In  the  first  place,  this  explains  nothing;  for 
it  leaves  the  chasm  between  thought  and  motion  unbridged  ; 
and,  in  the  second  place,  it  stultifies  itself  by  attributing  to 
these  motions  the  very  mental  qualities  which  they  are 
invoked  to  displac&  The  importance  of  the  author's  question 
begins  no  appear.  Sensation  is  not  perception,  not  knowledge, 
not  thought,  not  system ;  it  is  nothing  but  an  unrelated,  mean- 
ingless sensation.  The  problem  is  to  win  from  this  confused, 
indefinite  mass,  the  definite  and  orderly  content  of  knowledge^ 
How  from  an  internal  excitement  of  the  organism  do  we  pass 
to  a  definite  knowledge  of  the  external  world,  of  things  far 
away,  of  their  various  relations,  &c.  ?  How  from  the  blind 
afiections  of  the  soul  do  we  reach  clear  self-knowledge  ? 

The  author's  reply  is  that  knowing  is  essentially  a  process  of 
differentiation.  To  know  is  to  distinguish.  To  distinguish  is 
to  differentiate.  Things  are  distinguished  only  through  their 
differences.  Bemove  all  difference,  and  things  are  identical 
Make  it  impossible  to  establish  difference  among  the  objects  of 
knowledge,  and  they  remain  as  indefinite  indeterminate  chaos. 
The  most  fundamental  act  of  differentiation  is  that  whereby  the 
soul  distinguishes  between  itself  and  its  feelings,  thoughts, 
activities,  thereby  giving  the  distinction  of  subject  and  object 
The  necessity  of  this  distinction  is  admitted  by  both  material- 
ist and  idealist  Even  grant  that  the  mind  is  the  product  of 
organization,  still  in  all  its  thinking  and  knowing  it  is  forced 
to  distinguish  between  itself,  as  knower  and  thinker,  firom  the 
object  as  known  and  thought  Or  grant  with  the  idealist  that 
the  object  is  only  a  product  of  the  mind's  own  activity,  even 
then  the  mind  is  compelled  to  distinguish  between  itself  and 
its  representation&  Objects,  again,  only  become  objects  as 
they  are  differenced  firom  one  another.  To  know  a  thing  is  to 
know  what  it  is,  in  distinction  from  the  other  things  which  sur- 
round it  If  we  were  unable  to  detect  in  it,  or  attribute  to  it, 
definite,  specific  qualities,  whereby  it  is  distinguished  fix>m 
other  things,  its  definiteness  would  vanish,  and  knowledge 
would  become  impossible.  In  brie^  a  thing  is  a  thing  only  as 
it  is  distinguished  from  other  things :  and  it  is  distinguished 
only  by  being  different ;  and  knowing  it  as  a  thing  consists  in 
the  apprehension  of  it  as  different  fix>m  other  things.    It  is 
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only  as  we  distinguish  between  our  sensations  that  they  acquire 
any  definiteness  or  meaning.  If  we  hear  a  confused  noise,  the 
mind  seeks  by  attention  to  detect  its  import ;  and  whenever 
we  fail  to  note  peculiarities,  that  is  differences,  in  the  sound 
whereby  it  is  given  a  definite  meaning,  we  say,  it  is  wholly 
undistinguishable.  The  same  is  true  in  vision,  in  taste,  in  feel- 
ing :  all  our  sensations  are  indefinite  and  meaningless  until  we 
are  able  to  distinguish  them  from  one  another,  by  noting  the 
peculiar  qualities  or  differences  of  each.  The  same  is  true  in 
science.  Nature  is  tangled,  confused,  meaningless,  until  by  the 
setting  up  of  some  standard  its  differences  reveal  themselves. 
Animal  and  vegetable  life  are  chaos  to  thought,  until  some 
theory  is  ventured  by  which  the  differences  of  things  appear. 
The  chemist^s  atoms  are  also  zero  to  intelligence,  until  we  are 
able  to  distinguish  them  into  classes  with  definite  qualities  or 
powers.  We  have  given  here  only  a  few  hints  at  the  nature  of 
the  argument  Whoever  would  see  the  position  explained  at 
length  may  examine  the  author's  own  account,  either  in  his 
Logic^  or  better,  in  his  Psychology,  The  conclusion  is,  that 
knowledge  advances  only  by  a  process  of  continual  differentia- 
tion, that  knowing  is  essentially  differentiation,  and  that  hence 
the  knowing  mind  is  in  essence  a  differentiating  activity.  Out 
of  this  conception  of  the  mind  as  a  differentiating  activity,  as 
gaining  knowledge  solely  by  a  process  of  differentiation,  the 
author  leads  his  logical  theory  by  simple  analysis. 

At  all  events,  it  is  plain  that  we  cannot  stop  here.  If  we 
accompany  the  author  thus  &r,  we  cannot  refuse  to  go  farther. 
It  is  open  to  any  one  to  show  the  fitlseness  of  the  author's  con- 
ception of  the  mind  and  the  process  of  knowledge ;  but  if  one 
cannot  do  this,  then  he  is  bound  to  admit  all  that  analytically 
fiows  from  the  conception.  The  first  deduction  is  the  law  of 
identity  and  contradiction.  To  know  A  and  B  as  objects,  they 
must  be  distinguished.  But  if  distinguished,  they  must  be 
conceived  as  difierent,  and  thus  placed  over  against  each  other. 
Hence  the  conception,  A  is  not  B,  and  conversely  B  is  not  A, 
is  a  necessity  of  the  differentiation.  But  to  conceive  A  as  not 
B.  a  positive  content  must  lie  in  the  conception  of  both  A  and 
B.  Had  they  no  definite  content,  no  difference  could  be  estab- 
lished.    Hence  to  conceive  A  as  distinguished  from  B,  both  A 
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and  B  must  each  be  conceived  as  identical  with  itself.  So 
then  to  differentiate  A  and  B,  that  is  to  know  A  and  B  as 
objects,  we  must,  at  least  tacitly,  implicitly,  conceive  A  and  B 
as  respectively  identical  with  themselves  and  different  from 
each  other.  But  this  is  only  to  say  that  all  our  thinking  and 
knowing  is  subject  to  the  law  of  identity  and  contradiction ; 
and  the  law  as  law  flows  directly  and  necessarily  from  the  con- 
ception of  the  mind  as  a  differentiating  activity.  Upon  this 
law  depend  the  axioms  of  mathematics  and  the  divisions  and 
classifications  of  science.  The  reason  why  we  believe  that  like 
is  true  of  like  is  simply  that  all  our  thinking  is  iind  must  be 
ruled  by  the  law  of  contradiction  and  identity.  The  same  law 
plays  a  most  important  part  in  the  logic  of  Induction.  The 
passage  from  the  particular  cases  examined  to  the  general  con- 
clusion, is  entirely  unwarranted  and  false,  except  as  we  get  the 
idea  of  a  kind,  or  a  like ;  and  then  by  the  law  we  pass  to  the 
universal  conclusion.  Like  is  true  of  like.  Hence,  if  Brown, 
Jones,  &c.,  are  mortal,  all  men  are  mortal 

This  law,  however,  supposes  objects  to  be  given.  It  is  an- 
other act  of  differentiation  by  which  objects  are  furnished. 
The  soul  distinguishes  not  only  between  objects,  but  it  also 
distinguishes  between  itself  and  all  its  object&  It  distinguishes 
between  itself  as  active,  and  its  thoughts,  efforts,  &c,  as  its  act 
In  this  way  the  distinction  of  subject  and*object  arises ;  which 
alone  makes  thought  possible.  Oh  this  act  the  law  of  causa- 
tion depends  The  soul  distinguishes  itself  as  cause  from  its 
thoughts,  efforts,  &c.,  as  effects.  This  is  done  involuntarily, 
and  for  the  most  part  unconsciously,  but  it  is  done  universally 
and  necessarily,  nevertheless.  Whether  the  law  of  causation 
applies  to  the  outer  world,  we  shall  see  hereafter ;  for  the 
present  this  is  certain :  first,  we  know  nothing  of  activity  ex- 
cept as  we  get  the  idea  from  our  personal  activity  ;  and  second, 
this  activity  we  do  and  must  distinguish  as  cause,  from  its 
working  as  effect  The  distinction  of  cause  and  effect  holds 
for  the  only  activity  which  we  know  directly ;  all  other  activi- 
ties are,  and  can  be,  known  only  by  assimilating  them  to  our 
own.  Hence  if  there  be  any  external  activity,  we  cannot  help 
assuming  that  it  too  comes  under  this  law.  If  it  does  not,  it 
is  not  activity,  but  only  as  it  comes  under  this  law  has  it  any 
meaning  for  thought. 
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But  the  distinction  of  subject  from  object,  and  the  differen- 
tiation of  objects  from  one  another,  comprises  the  entire  field 
of  possible  mental  activity.  For  the  first  distinction,  we  have 
the  law  of  causation ;  for  the  second,  the  law  of  identity  and 
contradiction.  Hence  there  are  two,  and  only  two,  logical  laws. 
All  others  are  either  false  or  but  specifications  of  these  two ; 
and  these  two  flow  necessarily  from  the  conception  of  the  mind 
as  a  differentiating  activity.  They  are  laws  because  all  knowl- 
edge is  impossible  without  their  application. 

Is  this  admitted  ?  (and  whoever  denies  it  must  show  that 
knowledge  is  not  obtained  essentially  through  a  process  of  dif- 
ferentiation) then  we  must  go  fisuther  still.  The  notion  of 
difference  has  a  weighty  content  First,  to  differentiate  two  or 
more  things  implies  a  comparison.  Things  which  are  uncom- 
pared  remain  for  thought  neither  like  nor  unlike,  and  hence 
undifferenced.  So  then  the  notion  of  the  mind  as  a  differenti- 
ating activity  implies  that  it  is  also  a  comparing  activity ;  and 
we  may  say  that  knowledge  advances  by  a  process  of  differen- 
tiation, through  a  process  of  comparison.  Second,  the  notions 
of  both  comparison  and  difference  imply  a  point  of  com- 
parison. Without  such  a  point,  at  least  implicitly  given, 
neither  likeness  nor  difference  can  be  discerned.  When  we 
hear  that  two  things  are  alike,  we  ask  in  what  point  they  are 
alike.  If  they  were  said  to  be  different,  we  must  always  know 
in  what  respect  they  are  different.  Until  one  can  tell  in  what 
point,  or  relation,  two  things  are  alike  or  different,  they  are 
neither  alike  nor  different  One  compares  two  balls.  If  there 
is  no  point  in  mind  in  which  he  compares  them,  as  color,  form, 
size,  quality,  &c.,  the  comparison  ends  in  nothing.  But  when 
he  compares  them  with  reference  to  some  given  point,  as  form, 
size,  &c,  then  the  difference  or  likeness  appears.  Difference  or 
likeness  never,  and  can  never,  deliver  themselves  upon  our  con- 
sciousness, without  at  least  the  implicit  presence  of  mental 
points  of  comparison.  This  truth  is  valid  for  the  whole  scale 
of  knowledge.  In  science  it  is  not  until  we  set  up  fixed  points 
of  comparison  that  likeness  or  difference  can  be  determined. 
We  say  let  the  freezing  and  boiling  points  of  water  serve  as 
fixed  points  of  comparison,  and  then  we  are  able  to  distinguish 
differences  of  temperature;    but  without  some  standard,  all 
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temperatures  would  be  alike  for  thought  We  are  first  able  to 
determine  the  specific  gravity  of  objects,  after  we  liave  adopted 
some  standard  of  measurement.  Let  hydrogen  serve  as  a  unit 
for  gases,  or  water  asthe  unit  for  liquids  or  solids,  and  then  we 
can  determine  the  relations  of  gases  and  solids;  but  unless 
some  standard  is  set  up,  all  remain  entirely  alike  to  thought. 
We  take  the  presence  of  a  spinal  column  as  a  distinguishing 
mark  in  natural  history  ;  and  by  means  of  this  standard  can 
distinguish  the  tangled  mass  of  animal  life  into  like  and  unlike. 
Or  we  assume  a  certain  form  of  leaf  or  some  peculiarity  of 
development  as  distinguishing  marks ;  and  then  again  the  like- 
nesses and  differences  of  things  deliver  themselves  upon  knowl- 
edga  But  in  every  case  the  perception  of  either  depends 
upon  the  presence  of  points  of  comparison.  To  know  things 
as  either  like  or  unlike  we  must  know  in  what  they  are  like 
or  unlike.  Now  all  involuntarily  and  unconsciously  we  differ- 
entiate things  in  respect  to  space,  time,  quantity,  quality,  &c. 
The  projection  of  the  external  world  is  chiefly  a  differentiation 
of  things  in  relation  to  space.  The  orderly  arrangement  of 
our  internal  experience  is  a  differentiation  in  relation  to  time. 
The  ordinary  distinctions  we  make  among  things  is  a  differen- 
tiation in  respect  to  quantity,  quality,  form,  &c.  This  is  done 
unconsciously  for  the  most  part ;  but  it  is  done  necessarily. 
The  fundamental  differentiations  of  knowledge  are  diffierentia- 
tions  with  relation  to  space,  time,  quantity,  quality,  form,  &c. 
That  is,  space,  time,  quantity,  quality,  &c.,  serve  as  universal 
points  of  comparison  and  differentiation  in  all  knowledge. 
But  these  are  the  logical  categories;  and  hence  we  conclude 
that  the  cat^ories  are  simply  the  universal  points  of  compari- 
son, according  to  which  the  soul  proceeds  in  that  differentiation 
whereby  it  comes  to  knowledge.  Their  application,  con- 
sciously or  unconsciously,  is  the  postulate  of  all  knowledge. 
Whatever  we  know  is  won  only  as  we  apply  them,  and  hence 
they  must  be  viewed  as  being  in  the  strictest  sense  a  prim 
factors  of  knowledge  To  this  the  sensationalist  may  object ; 
We  see  that  things  are  differenced  in  space ;  it  is  a  direct  per- 
oeption,  and  needs  no  differentiating  activity,  and  all  that 
The  reply  is  that  we  see  no  such  thing.  An  affected  oi^nism 
is  all  that  we  directly  perceive ;  the  projection  of  the  physical 
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world  is  altogether  a  mental  act  of  differentiation  according  to 
the  category  of  space.  In  the  same  way  the  arrangement  of 
the  internal  experience  is  altogether  a  mental  act  according  to 
the  category  of  time.  Whether  things  be  like  or  unlike  in 
themselves  or  not,  they  can  never  become  like  or  unlike  for 
our  thought,  until  they  are  compared  with  reference  to  some 
mental  standard.  In  brief,  it  is  only  as  the  chaos  of  sensation 
is  differentiated  according  to  the  categories  of  space,  time,  form, 
quality,  quantity,  &c.,  that  it  can  furnish  us  with  any  object  of 
knowledge  whatever.  But  if  this  be  so,  then  the  cat^ories 
lie  in  the  nature  of  the  mind,  and  are  the  a  priori  conditions  of 
knowledga 

The  author's  view  then  may  be  summed  up  as  follows: 
The  categories  are  the  univer^  points  of  comparison  which 
the  mind  unconsciously,  but  necessarily,  sets  in  gaining  knowl- 
edga They  are  the  norms  according  to  which  it  proceeds, 
the  laws  which  it  unconsciously  obeys.  They  are  not  consci- 
ously present,  but  are  implicitly  given  in  the  very  nature  of 
the  mind  itself.  A  given  seed  contains  within  it  its  laws  of 
growtL  If  it  develop  at  all,  it  will  be  along  a  certain  Una 
An  acorn  is  by  its  nature  determined  to  develop  into  an  oak 
So  the  author  conceives  the  mind  as  a  nature  which  contains  its 
laws  within  itself.  It  is  developed,  indeed,  but  still  bears 
within  it  the  laws  of  its  activity.  It  is  determined  from  within 
and  not  from  without  These  inner,  constitutional  determina- 
tions,  when  expressed  in  words,  constitute  the  soK»dled  intui- 
tions, the  laws  and  cat^ories  of  logia  These  laws,  cat^ories, 
and  intuitions,  are  not  originally  present  as  ideas,  or  notions, 
but  as  manifestations  of  an  inner  nature,  and  hence  of  an  inner 
necessity.  The  mistake  of  conceiving  the  intuitions  as  orig- 
inally ideas,  exposed  them  to  Locke's  convincing  criticism 
against  innate  ideas.  Such  ideas  do  not  exist  Neither  the 
child  nor  the  uncultured  man  has  any  mental  notion  or  con- 
ception of  the  law  of  causation,  &a  The  mind  brings  nothing 
with  it  but  its  nature,  or  the  determinations  of  its  nature.  But 
it  does  bring  that;  and  because  the  logical  laws  and  norms  are 
the  expression  of  this  nature,  therefore  they  are  universally, 
though  unconsciously,  followed  and  obeyed.  It  lies  not  in  the 
power  of  an  acorn  to  develop  into  a  peach  tree,  because  it  is 
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determined  by  its  nature  to  develop  into  an  oak.  So  it  lies 
not  in  the  power  of  the  mind  to  violate  the  logical  laws  and 
forms,  because  those  laws  and  forms  are  but  the  expression  of 
that  nature,  conceived  as  a  differentiating  activity.  Uncon- 
sciously as  well  as  consciously,  involuntarily  as  weU  as  volun- 
tarily, the  mind  obeys  and  must  obey  the  laws  of  thought  or 
logia 

At  this  point  there  is  a  marked  difference  between  the 
author's  conception  and  that  of  Kant  Both  are  alike  subjec- 
tive, but  Kant  stated  his  doctrine  of  mental  forms  in  such  a 
waj  as  to  be  a  kind  of  fifth  wheel  to  a  wagon.  In  the  first 
place,  he  does  not  consider  the  most  fundamental  of  all  ques- 
tions, the  origin  of  consciousness,  at  al] ;  and  yet  all  the  cate- 
gories are  really  involved  in  every  act  of  consciousness.  If 
consciousness  can  originate  without  the  application  of  his  men- 
tal forms,  there  is  really  no  further  use  for  them.  In  the  next 
place,  he  viewed  them  as  empty  forms,  into  which  the  manifold 
of  sensation  is  subsumed  and  thereby  becomes  an  object  of 
knowledge.  But  of  this  act  of  subsumption  he  gives  us  no 
account ;  at  all  events,  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  the  mind  could 
tell  under  what  forms  to  subsume  a  given  content,  unless  it 
first  knew  something  about  it  But  if  it  can  know  the  thing 
prior  to  the  subsumption,  the  form  is  unnecessary  to  knowl- 
edge. With  greater  justice  and  better  logic,  the  author  views 
the  categories,  not  as  forms,  but  as  norms  according  to  which 
the  mind  proceeds  in  every  act  of  knowledge,  because  these 
norms  are  but  expressions  of  its  inner  nature. 

This  conception  of  the  categories  being  true,  Aristotle's  view 
of  them  as  being  the  universal  predicaments  of  things  is  dis- 
credited. Originally,  they  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  thing. 
Fundamentally,  they  are  the  subjective  determinations  of 
thought,  and  not  objective  qualities  of  things.  We  reach  the 
thing  only  through  their  application,  and  hence  cannot  learn 
them  from  the  thing.  The  attempt  of  Plotinus  and  the  Stoics 
to  make  them  ontological  principles,  must  also  be  viewed  as 
mistaken.  They  are  merely  the  conditions  of  knowledge,  and 
by  no  means  the  postulates  of  being.  Hegel's  view,  that  they 
are  the  distinction  which  thought  sets  for  itself,  is  equally  un- 
tenable ;  because  thought  consists  in  thinking ;  and  thinking 
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postulates  objects  of  thought,  definite  ideas,  conceptions,  &c. ; 
and  these,  again,  pre-suppose  the  pre-application  of  the  cate- 
gories. The  inverted  procedure  of  ontological  speculation  also 
becomes  clear.  For  the  categories  are  necessary  to  the  con- 
struction of  all  notions  of  whatever  kind ;  hence  the  so-called 
notion  of  the  absolute  is  a  subjective  creation  which  cannot 
serve  as  a  starting-point  of  philosophy,  until  it  is  proved  to 
have  objective  validity ; — ^a  proof  not  easily  produced.  A  still 
more  important  result  is  the  utter  untenability  of  the  experi- 
ence-philosophy. This  doctrine  attempts  to  lead  everything 
back  to  sensation.  But,  as  we  have  seen,  sensation  itself  is 
formless  and  lawless.  It  must  be  interpreted,  arranged,  differ- 
entiated, and  integrated  before  it  has  any  meaning.  Hence  the 
claim  that  we  reach  the  categories  by  abstraction  from  the  sin- 
gle thing,  is  the  exact  reverse  of  the  feet ;  we  reach  the  single 
thing  by  applying  the  categories.  Besides,  even  if  single  things 
were  given,  it  is  only  through  mental  confusion  that  the  belief 
arises  that  abstraction  is  sufficient  to  explain  their  origin.  We 
cannot  get  the  category  of  space  as  an  abstraction  from  co- 
existences ;  for  to  perceive  things  as  coexistent  depends  on  a 
differentiation  in  accordance  with  this  category.  No  more  can 
the  category  of  time  be  abstracted  from  sequences,  for  the  per- 
ception of  sequence  implies  the  category.  The  categories  of 
quantity  and  quality  in  general  cannot  originate  through  ab- 
straction, because  to  see  things  as  difierent  we  must  know  in 
what  they  are  difierent ;  and  hence  the  cat^ories  of  quantity 
and  quality  must  precede  the  abstraction. 

So  far  all  has  been  subjective.  Originally,  the  laws  and 
forms  of  logic  relate  altogether  to  thought,  and  have  no  rela- 
tion to  the  thing.  The  law  of  identity  and  contradiction  is 
fundamentally  a  thought-law.  The  law  of  causation,  too,  is 
only  a  thought-law.  The  forms,  or  categories,  are  derived  fix)m 
the  nature  of  the  mind,  and  not  bom  the  nature  of  the  thing. 
They  are  in  the  strongest  sense  of  the  word  forms  of  thought 
By  means  of  them  we  attain  to  knowledge ;  by  means  of  them 
we  reduce  the  chaos  of  sensation  to  the  order  and  unity  of 
thought ;  but  it  by  no  means  follows  that  they  hold  of  the 
thing  as  well  as  of  the  thought  All  that  can  be  asserted  at 
this  stage  is,  that  if  there  be  any  external  objects  to  know,  they 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1874.]  UlricCs  Logic  478 

can  be  known  only  as  thej  are  subjected  to  these  laws  and 
forms.  Precisely  because  they  are  thought-laws  and  forms,  a 
philosophy  of  human  knowledge  is  possible ;  but  it  may  be 
that  the  same  reason  will  make  ontology  forever  impossible. 
Whatever  we  know  can  be  known  only  under  these  laws  and 
forms ;  hence  the  thing-in-itsel^  to  which  these  forms  may  not 
belong,  can  never  come  into  knowledge.  We  have  next  to  in- 
quire after  the  relation  of  these  subjective  forms  to  the  objec- 
tive thing. 

Kant's  answer  to  this  question  is  well  known.  He  declared 
these  forms  to  be  purely  subjective,  and  hence  without  any 
application  whatever  to  the  thing-in-itsel£  This  reality  can 
never  come  within  the  circle  of  knowledge,  because  in  order  to 
do  that  it  must  put  on  the  mask  of  these  mental  forms,  and 
they  'so  change  its  appearance  that  it  is  itself  no  longer.  Un- 
fortunately, E^ant  made  his  assertion  without  looking  before 
and  after.  In  the  first  place,  if  there  be  no  reality  in  the  ap- 
pearance, it  is  hard  to  distinguish  the  latter  from  blank  illu- 
sion ;  and  besides,  if  the  appearance  can  exist  thus  apart  from 
the  reality,  there  is  no  need  of  a  thing-in-itself  to  lurk  in  the 
background  of  knowledge  like  a  ghost  which  disappears  the 
minute  one  sets  eyes  on  it  In  the  second  place,  Kant  asserted 
that  the  law  of  causation  is  only  a  mental  form,  and  has  no 
application  to  the  thing-in-itsel£  Nevertheless,  in  his  anxiety 
to  save  the  reality  of  the  outer  world,  he  ascribes  a  causal  effi- 
ciency to  the  external  thing ;  a  position  which  cannot  be  main- 
tained without  denying  his  system,  nor  given  up  without  deny- 
ing the  external  world,  and  everything,  indeed,  but  the  specu- 
lator himself.  Luckily,  this  wholesale  annihilation  of  being  is 
rendered  unnecessary  by  the  contradictions  of  the  philosopher. 

Ulrici  gives  another  answer.  Before  noticing  it,  however, 
we  must  refer  to  his  criterium  of  certainty.  This  consists  of 
nothing  else  than  a  thought-necessity.  All  argument  of  what- 
ever kind,  all  intuition,  all  perception  produce  certainty  only 
as  they  necessitate  us  to  conceive  a  fact  in  a  certain  way.  If 
they  produce  in  us  this  thought-necessity,  then  are  we  certain 
that  the  thing  is  as  we  conceive  it  When  one  is  suffering  from 
the  tooth-ache,  he  is  certain  that  he  has  the  ache,  and  the  rea- 
son is  that  he  cannot  think  the  ache  away.     It  clings  to  him 
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like  an  accursed  presence  (we  write  in  apprehension  of  an 
attack) ;  and  forces  itself  upon  him  by  a  necessity  which  he 
cannot  resist.  If  one  has  an  object  in  his  hand,  he  cannot 
think  it  away ;  the  thing  forces  itself  upon  his  attention,  and 
necessitates  a  recognition  of  its  presenca  This  necessity,  again, 
is  the  sole  ground  of  certainty.  If  one  has  a  square  thing  be- 
fore him,  he  cannot  conceive  it  as  round,  and  the  reason  is  that 
he  is  compelled  to  think  it  as  square.  And  thought-necessity 
is  not  only  the  only  ground  of  certainty,  but  it  must  produce 
certainty.  One  may  object  that  a  necessity  of  thought  is  no 
proof  of  a  necessity  of  the  thing,  but  the  objection  is  either  a 
verbal  one  or  a  thoughtless  one.  When  I  am  compelled  to 
think  a  thing  as  so,  and  not  otherwise,  then  I  am  certain  that 
it  is  so.  When  I  am  uncertain,  that  means  that  I  am  not  com- 
pelled to  conceive  it  in  the  given  way.  But  when  a  true 
thought-necessity  is  present,  then  all  doubt  is  excluded,  and 
only  certainty  remains.  The  objection  is  commonly  both  ver- 
bal and  thoughtless ;  as  if  a  mathematical  student  should  say, 
I,  indeed,  must  conceive  a  circle  as  round,  and  must  also  admit 
the  equality  of  the  radii,  &a  ;  but  then  if  there  were  some  be- 
ing who  should  conceive  it  as  square,  why  the  radii  would  not 
be  equal,  and  all  our  doctrines  about  the  circle  and  sphere 
would  be  only  relatively  true ;  they  would  be  true  for  us,  but 
not  true  in  themselves.  True  enough.  Under  the  assumed 
conditions,  all  these  dreadful  consequences  would  surely  fol- 
low. But  what  kind  of  nonsense  have  we  here  ?  What  sort 
of  an  argument  is  this  to  bring  i^inst  the  reality  of  our  knowl- 
edge ?  The  terms  which  he  has  put  together  in  his  supposi- 
tion are  words  which  destroy  themselves  the  moment  they  are 
developed  into  thought  What  is  a  square  circle  ?  Where  is 
this  marvelous  being  who  has  such  miraculous  powers  of  con- 
ception ?  Let  him  be  produced,  before  we  believe  in  him.  If 
there  be  some  worthy  who  can  conceive  of  square  circles,  trian- 
gular spheres,  hollow  solids,  Ac.,  we  should  like  to  have  accur- 
ate information  of  his  whereabouts,  before  we  turn  knowledge 
out  of  doors  on  the  warrant  of  this  thought-chimera.  The  en- 
tire argument  is  this :  If  our  knowledge  were  fiJse,  it  would 
not  be  true.  Therefore  it  is  not  true.  Not  so  fast ;  first  prove 
that  it  is  falseL     Whatever  a  thought-necessity  forces  upon  us. 
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we  must  accept  as  real ;  and  the  claim  that  we  need  not  so 
accept  it  is  impossible  except  in  words.  We  can  speak  of  a 
straight-curved  line;  but  only  as  we  refrain  from  thinking. 
So  we  can  speak  of  the  unreality  of  our  knowledge,  but  only 
as  we  refrain  from  thinking. 

Furnished  with  this  test  of  certainty,  we  have  now  to  ex- 
amine the  relation  of  thought,  form,  and  thing.  Do  these  sub- 
jective laws  and  forms  hold  also  for  objective  existence?  In- 
deed, is  there  any  objective  existence?  If  so  much  is  subjec- 
tive, is  not  all  subjective  ?  Against  this  conclusion  we  have 
the  law  of  causation.  This  law,  though  originally  subjective, 
forces  us  to  view  every  event,  occurrence,  every  change  in  brief, 
as  an  act,  an  effect,  of  an  activity  or  cause.  Wherever  there  is 
an  action,  an  occurrence,  a  change  of  any  kind,  whether  within 
or  without,  we  are  forced  to  make  this  distinction.  But  a  mul- 
titude of  effects  force  themselves  upon  us  through  the  senses,  of 
which  we  are  conscious  that  we  are  not  the  cause.  We  cannot 
escape  them  ;  we  cannot  resist  them.  We  are  obstructed,  re- 
sisted, hemmed  in  by  them.  Our  effort  is  resisted,  our  progress 
impeded,  our  way  determined  by  them.  There  is  no  escape 
from  concluding  that  these  are  real,  efficient  causes  of  their 
effects  external  to  ua  The  law  of  causation  stands  sponsor  for 
the  external  world ;  and  so  efficiently  does  it  instruct  us  in  the 
philosophical  catechism,  that  neither  madman  nor  fool,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  way-£a.ring  man,  ever  dreams  that  he  is  alone  in 
the  universe,  or  rather,  that  he  is  the  universe.  The  stoutest 
idealist  never  dreamed,  in  his  most  exalted  moments,  of  teach- 
ing that  his  fellow-men  are  only  notions  of  his  own.  The  en- 
tire flood  of  idealistic  speculation  might  be  launched  against 
the  most  idealistic  speculator,  without  in  the  least  shocking  his 
knowledge  of  the  reality  of  the  external  world.  The  &ct  is,  the 
most  idealists  have  not  been  strictly  such.  They  have  not 
denied  the  reality  of  things  without,  but  have  attempted  to 
teach  what  this  externality  is.  What  is  this  external  world 
which  forces  itself  upon  us  ?  What  is  its  inmost  nature  ?  Is 
it  dead  matter,  or  is  it  a  spiritual  activity  ?  But  this  is  not 
idealism ;  it  admits  the  reality  of  things,  and  seeks  to  reach 
their  inner  essence,  their  substantial  natura  But  strict  idealism 
must  deny  the  existence  of  all  but  the  philosopher,  and  reduce 
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the  entire  universe  to  notions  of  the  lonely  dreamer.  But  this 
view  is  rendered  absolutely  impossible  by  the  law  of  causation. 
The  notion  can  be  represented  only  in  words ;  no  one  ever  en- 
tertained or  can  entertain  the  thought 

We  are  not  only  forced  to  admit  external  objects,  but  also  to 
admit  that  these  objects  are  diflferentiated  from  one  another. 
For  the  effects  produced  by  them  are  different ;  and  by  the  law 
of  identity  and  contradiction,  we  are  forced  to  assume  that  un- 
like effects  can  only  spring  from  unlike  causes.  A  further  ex- 
perience forces  us  to  assume  that  external  things  are  really  dif- 
ferent in  respect  to  form,  quantity,  quality,  position,  Ac.  We 
cannot  assume  that  the  triangle  and  the  square  are  identical 
in  themselves.  They  affect  us  differently,  and  the  law  of  identity 
and  contradiction  necessitates  the  assumption  of  unlike  causes 
for  the  unlike  effects.  In  the  same  way  we  are  forced  to  admit 
that  things  are  differenced  in  respect  to  quality,  differenced  in 
themselves,  and  not  merely  with  reference  to  our  thought  The 
same  can  be  shown  with  reference  to  the  other  categories.  We 
are  not  only  forced  to  assume  that  things  are  differenced  in 
themselves,  but  that  they  are  differenced  according  to  the  logi- 
cal  categories  of  space,  form,  quantity,  quality,  &c  But  wher- 
ever there  is  a  real  difference,  we  must  assume  the  law  of  iden- 
tity and  contradiction  to  be  valid.  We  cannot  conceive  of  dif- 
ference at  all,  except  in  connection  with  this  law.  So  then  we 
are  forced  to  admit  the  reality  of  external  objects ;  we  are  forced 
to  subject  them  to  the  law  of  causation,  and  the  law  of  identity 
and  contradiction ;  we  are  forced  to  conceive  them  aa  differ- 
enced, and  differenced  according  to  the  logical  categories.  This 
then  is  the  author's  conception  of  the  relation  of  thought  and 
thing :  Thought-laws  are  also  thing-laws.  The  laws  and  forms 
which  rule  the  internal  thought,  govern  also  the  external  thing. 
Neither,  however,  is  derived  from  the  other.  We  reach  the 
laws  of  the  thing  only  by  means  of  the  thought-laws ;  but  when 
we  do  reach  them,  they  are  really  laws  of  the  thing,  and  not 
subjective  forms  which  we  have  imposed  upon  the  thing. 
Things  really  have  form,  quality,  causal  efficiency,  apart  from 
any  thought  of  ours.  The  thing  is  not  subject  to  the  thought, 
neither  is  thought  subject  to  the  thing ;  but  thought  and  thing 
agree. 
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But  what  does  this  agreement  mean  7  The  laws  and  forms 
of  mind  prove  to  be  the  laws  and  forms  of  nature  also.  The 
astronomy  which  we  study  upon  a  piece  of  paper  actually  holds 
for  the  motions  of  the  stars.  The  predictions  which  we  make 
upon  the  basis  of  mental  laws,  or  thought-necessities,  nature 
hastens  to  fulfill.  The  connection  which  holds  between  thought 
is  ever  prophetic  of  relations  between  things.  The  divinations 
of  the  soul  are  the  deeds  of  nature.  The  astronomer  grows 
uneasy  at  the  lawless  movements  of  Uranus.  The  mind  says, 
if  nature  is  rational,  there  must  be  a  disturbing  body  of  a  certain 
size  in  a  certain  quarter  of  the  heavens.  The  telescope  is 
pointed  thither,  and  Neptune  appears  to  vindicate  the  methods 
of  the  astronomer  and  the  rationality  of  nature.  But  what 
does  this  agreement  mean  ?  If  thought-forms  were  not  also 
thing-forms,  a  knowledge  of  nature  would,  indeed,  be  impossi- 
ble ;  because  whatever  we  know  must  be  known  under  these 
forms ;  and  if  nature  were  intractable  to  them,  it  must  remain 
forever  without  our  knowledge.  But  why  should  not  nature 
remain  without  our  knowledge?  What  necessity  is  there  that 
nature  should  be  known?  Why  should  it  not  stand  over 
against  us  as  an  eternal  x  t  Instead  of  being  subject  to  the 
laws  and  forms  of  thought,  why  shoxQd  it  not  be  subject  to 
laws  and  forms  =  a,  y,  a?  In  brief,  the  laws  of  thought  are 
the  laws  of  nature.  The  forms  of  thought  are  the  forms  of  na- 
ture. The  diflferentiating  activity  of  nature  is  one  which  obeys 
thought-laws,  and  proceeds  according  to  thought-forms.  This 
agreement  of  thought-forms  and  thing-forms,  this  pliability  of 
nature  to  the  purposes  of  mind,  alone  fits  the  world  to  be  the 
training-school  of  intelligence ;  and  this  agreement  can  only  be 
viewed  as  a  pre-established  harmony ;  which  in  turn  must  be 
viewed  as  the  work  of  an  activity  which  proceeds  according  to 
logical  laws  and  forms,  that  is,  as  the  work  of  a  Bational  Mind. 
Such  is  the  author's  conclusion  ;  and  we  must  confess  our  com- 
plete agreement  with  it  The  importance  and  signification  of 
the  fact  that  nature  can  be  known  and  interpreted  at  all,  has 
never  been  properly  estimated.  Unless  nature's  methods  are 
rational  they  cannot  be  known.  Unless  nature  obeys  the  laws 
which  control  our  thought,  it  can  never  come  into  knowledge 
The   very  knowability  of   nature  postulates  absolutely  this 
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agreement;  and  all  experience  and  observation  confirm  it 
Whoever  will  be  at  the  pains  to  clear  his  thought  of  confusion, 
and  to  put  a  content  into  his  ideas,  will  see  that  the  harmony 
of  nature  to  the  purposes  of  knowledge  and  intelligence  as- 
sumes that  nature  is  either  informed  with  intelligence,  or  is  the 
product  and  expression  of  intelligence. 

The  author  reaches  the  same  conclusions,  again,  by  a  con- 
sideration of  the  moment  of  relativity  which  lies  in  the  concep- 
tion of  diflference.  Only  those  things  can  be  diflferenced  which 
are  related  and  in  some  sense  identical.  In  order  that  two 
objects  be  absolutely  differenced,  one  must  be  conceived  as 
being  and  the  other  as  not-being.  But  not-being  is  nothing, 
and  hence  with  the  last  element  of  relation  the  object  vanishes 
into  nothingness.  Only  the  related,  then,  or  those  things 
which  have  something  in  common,  can  be  differenced  But 
the  differences  of  each  depend  upon  the  other.  A  thing 
is  what  it  is  only  in  distinction  from,  and  relation  to,  another. 
The  properties  of  a  thing  are  its  differences  firom  others; 
but  its  differences  are  relative,  and  dependent  not  only 
upon  itself  but  also  upon  those  others  from  which  it  is 
differenced.  Hence  if  we  consider  external  objects  as  differ* 
enced,  we  must  consider  them  also  as  related.  If  we  con- 
ceive them  as  having  different  properties,  we  must  conceive 
those  properties  ai^  existing  not  in  themselves  alone,  but 
as  postulating  other  objecta  These,  however,  are  in  the 
same  dilemma ;  each  postulates  another,  which,  in  turn,  postu- 
lates a  third,  and  so  on.  To  apply  this  to  the  atoms  into  which 
science  seeks  to  resolve  the  physical  universe.  Science  is 
inclined  to  view  all  things  as  arising  from  the  combination  of 
certain  ultimate  elements,  which  are  endowed  with  definite 
qualities  or  powers ;  and  from  a  confused  conception  of  these 
elements,  not  a  few  have  imagined  that  such  a  mass  of  atoms 
might  have  existed  from  eternity,  and  hence  may  be  entirely 
independent  But  the  belief  rests  really  on  subjective  confu- 
sion, and  not  on  objective  fact  For  these  atoms  are  conceived 
as  differentiates — as  having  peculiar  powers.  But  each  atom 
is  what  it  is,  not  in  itself  alone,  but  in  its  relation  to  another. 
Thus  oxygen  depends  upon  hydrogen  and  the  other  elements 
with  which  it  combines  for  those  peculiar  modes  of  working 
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which  we  call  its  properties,  as  well  as  upon  itself.  To  change 
the  oxygen  would  change  its  properties.  In  brief,  every  atom 
depends  for  its  definite  properties  upon  the  nature  and  proper- 
ties of  all  the  rest  Each  one  is  the  condition  of  the  others. 
Hence  all  are  conditioned  and  dependent ;  and  the  atomic  dif- 
ferences, or  qualities,  because  of  this  mutual  conditioning  of 
one  another,  cannot  be  viewed  as  unoriginated,  but  must  be 
thought  as  established.  The  atoms  cannot  be  viewed  as  the 
primal  source  of  things.  This  appears  more  clearly  still,  if  we 
consider  their  activity.  An  atom  absolutely  alone  would  have 
no  power  whatever ;  it  is  only  in  relation  to  another  that  it  can 
be  active;  All  atomic  working  is  a  relative,  a  conjoint  work- 
ing. But  such  a  working  cannot  be  independent  In  its  very 
conception  it  is  conditioned  upon  the  working  of  another.  It 
is  granted  that  any  given  atomic  action  is  dependent  upon  the 
entrance  of  its  condition.  Jf  the  condition  were  always  pres- 
ent the  action  would  be  eternal.  Hence  the  commencement  of 
any  atomic  working  postulates  the  pre-entrance  of  its  condi- 
tion. But  this  entrance  is  also  an  action,  which  is  impossible 
without  l^e  entrance  of  its  condition.  But  this  second  entrance 
is  in  the  same  predicament;  and  so  on  in  indefinite  regress. 
But  this  r^ress  cannot  be  infinite ;  because  in  that  case  we 
should  have  a  series  of  activities  which  is  at  once  eternal  and 
not  eternal  Eternal  because  infinite ;  and  not  eternal  because 
the  series  could  not  begin  without  the  previous  activity  of  its 
condition.  If,  then,  we  look  upon  the  world  as  a  collection  of 
different  objects ;  or  if,  with  the  scientist,  we  view  it  as  essen- 
tially the  product  of  differentiated  atoms ;  in  neither  case  can 
we  view  this  variety,  this  manifoldness,  as  independent  and 
self -existent)  but  must  rather  view  it  as  originated  and  estab- 
lished The  relativity  which  lies  in  the  notion  of  difference 
compels  us  to  conceive  the  differentiation  of  external  objects 
as  the  work  of  a  Power  which  proceeds  according  to  mental 
methods ;  that  is,  we  must  view  this  differentiation  as  origin- 
ated and  established  by  a  Bational  Mind. 

Hence  it  appears  that  the  categories  have  not  only  a  logical, 
but  also  a  metaphysical  valua  They  are  in  origin  purely 
formal,  but  are  found  to  have  an  ontological  application.  The 
author's  view  includes  those  doctrines  which  we   have  just 
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deDiecL  Aristotle  was  right  in  saying  that  the  categories  are 
universal  predicaments  of  things ;  for  the  formal,  logical  laws 
are  now  seen  to  be  also  ontological  laws.  The  Stoics  were  right 
in  viewing  the  categories  as  the  determinations  of  things, 
because  things  are  actually  determined  according  to  them. 
Flotinus  was  right  in  teaching  that  they  are  the  metaphysical 
prius  of  the  thing ;  for  a  thing  is  a  thing  only  as  it  is  distin- 
guished from  others,  and  this  distinction  implies  the  application 
of  the  categories.  Hegel  was  right  in  considering  them  as  the 
universal  determinations  of  thought  But  all  these  committed 
the  error  of  looking  upon  the  categories  as  originally  meta- 
physical, instead  of  formal — a  position  which  either  cannot  be 
proved,  or  which  involves  insoluble  contradictions.  We  be- 
lieve that  there  is  no  possibility  of  either  logic  or  metaphysics 
unless  we  hold,  with  the  author,  to  the  purely  formal  character 
of  the  thought-laws  and  forma  If.  ontology  be  at  all  possible, 
it  will  only  be  as  we  are  compelled  by  these  laws  and  forms  to 
ontological  assumptions. 

The  argument  thus  far  may  be  summed  up  as  follows :  We 
reach  definite  knowledge  only  through  a  process  of  differentia- 
tion. But  this  process  implies  laws  and  norms.  The  laws  are 
those  of  identity  and  contradiction  and  of  causation.  The 
norms  are  the  fundamental  logical  categories.  Only  through 
the  application  of  these  can  we  gain  any  definite  idea,  thought, 
perception.  With  this  proof  the  sensational  philosophy  is 
remanded  to  silence  or  dogmatism.  But  these  laws  and  norms 
compel  us  to  recognize  an  outer  world,  which  is  also  subject  to 
thought-laws  and  forms ;  and  this  is  intelligible  only  as  the 
work  of  a  Bational  Mind.  With  this  proo^  atheism  is  driven 
out  of  philosophy  to  take  irrational  shelter  in  the  arbitrary 
assumptions  of  unreasoning  prejudica  This  manifoldness  of 
the  external  world,  again,  can  only  be  viewed  as  originated, 
and  hence  as  postulating  an  originator.  With  this  proof^  pan- 
theism ceases  to  have  any  rational  ground,  and  sinks  to  the 
level  of  an  illogical  heresy.  Finally,  these  laws  and  forms, 
being  expressions  of  the  essential  nature  of  the  mind,  are  nec- 
essary and  universal  in  human  thought  Hence,  whatever 
knowledge  flows  from  them  is  universally  valid. 
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Such  is  the  author's  doctrine  of  the  categories  in  general. 
They  are  not  innate  ideas,  for  there  is  no  such  thing.  For 
philosophic  thought,  they  become  general  notions,  by  the  same 
process  of  difference  and  comparison  through  which  we  gain 
all  our  general  notions.  But  Aindamentally,  and  in  essence, 
they  are  the  universal  points  of  comparison,  the  norms  of  dif- 
ferentiation according  to  which  the  mind  proceeds  in  gaining 
knowledge.  But  it  does  not  yet  appear  what  notions  are  to  be 
viewed  as  categories.  The  next  thing  is  to  answer  this  ques- 
tion. 

This  point  we  must  pass  over  somewhat  hastily,  and  content 
ourselves  with  an  outline  of  the  discussion.  The  author  dis- 
tinguishes four  classes :  primary  categories,  categories  of  simple 
nature  (Beschaffenheit),  categories  of  relation,  and  categories 
of  order.  Under  the  first  class  fall  the  categories  of  Being,  of 
Activity  and  Act,  of  Space,  and  of  Time.  These  express  the 
most  fundamental  norms  of  differentiation,  whence  their  desig- 
nation. Whether  they  represent  external  relations  or  not,  they 
do  express  the  most  essential  conditions  of  our  knowledge. 
Remove  them,  and  thought  lapses  into  indistinguishable  chaos. 
Under  the  second  class  come  the  categories  of  quantity  and 
quality,  with  their  subdivisions.  These  are  also  categories, 
because  they  rule  everywhere  and  necessarily  in  thought  The 
child  and  the  uncultured  man,  no  less  than  the  philosopher, 
apply  these  norms.  They  are  necessary,  too,  to  give  definite- 
ness  to  the  differentiations  under  the  primary  categoriea  That 
things  should  be  differenced  in  relation  to  Being,  Activity, 
Space,  and  Time  alone,  would  give  us  no  exact  knowledge  It 
is  only  as  the  more  definite  differentiations,  according  to  the 
categories  of  quantity  and  quality,  are  added  that  we  attain  to 
a  knowledge  of  definite  things.  These  two  classes  of  categories 
are  the  conditions  of  knowledge  in  general  Upon  them  rest 
the  principles  of  mathematics,  and  all  the  fragmentary  discon- 
nected knowledge  of  common  lifa  The  last  two  classes,  the 
categories  of  relation  and  of  order,  are  essentially  categories  of 
scientific  knowledge.  They  are  indeed  more  or  less  applied  in 
the  every-day  judgments  of  men,  but  they  find  their  chief 
application  and  importance  in  their  relations  to  science. 
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It  will  acarcelj  be  qaestioned  by  anyone  that  the  first  two 
classes  of  categories  are  valid  for  things  as  well  as  thoughts. 
Objects  are  really  differenced  in  space  and  time,  in  quantity, 
quality,  activity,  Ac.  We  are  forced  to  assume  a  manifold  of 
external  things,  and  to  admit  that  these  are  really  subject  to  the 
two  logical  laws,  and  are  differenced  according  to  the  simple 
logical  categoriea  These  laws  and  categories,  then,  bring  us 
fiEice  to  &ce  with  an  indefinite  multitude  of  things  which  differ 
in  quantity,  quality,  activity,  &c. ;  is  it  possible  to  reduce  this 
manifold  to  the  unity  of  scientific  or  systematic  knowledge? 

Whatever  be  the  fact  of  nature,  it  is  unquestionable  that  this 
manifold  can  become  systematic  knowledge  for  us  only  as  we 
can  reduce  it  to  order,  separate  it  into  classes,  subject  it  to  law. 
If  there  is  no  system  in  nature,  we  must  impose  one  upon  it 
K  there  be  no  order  in  nature,  we  must  invent  one.  If  there 
be  no  laws  really  controlling  the  activities  of  external  things, 
we  must  imagine  them.  If  there  be  no  classes  or  kinds  in  fact, 
we  cannot  dispense  with  them  in  theory.  Until  this  is  done, 
nature  remains  for  thought  a  chaotic  collection  of  individuals  ; 
without  rational  connection,  without  order,  without  unity. 
System  is  a  necessity,  and  the  very  essence  of  science.  Law, 
order,  unity  are  the  goal  towards  which  science  unconsciously 
but  necessarily  strivea  Whether  this  order  represents  any- 
thing more  than  a  subjective  necessity  is  a  question,  but  it  is 
beyond  fdl  doubt  that  it  does  really  represent  a  subjective 
necessity.  Dissolve  the  classifications  of  science,  and  knowl- 
edge relapses  into  an  intractable,  unknowable  confusion. 
Abolish  the  laws  in  whose  pattern  science  believes  the  web  of 
the  universe  is  woven,  and  once  more  chaos  comes  again.  What 
now  are  the  norms  according  to  which  science  proceeds  in 
reducing  the  manifold  of  creation  to  the  unity  and  system  of 
knowledge? 

A  first  necessity  is  the  formation  of  general  notions,  or  con- 
cepts, under  which  individuals  can  be  united.  Under  such 
general  terms  as  man,  plant,  animal,  metal,  mineral,  we  sub- 
sume the  individuals  of  the  several  classes,  and  thereby  are 
enabled  to  gain  a  general  outlook  upon  the  multiplicity  of  na- 
ture. In  the  same  way  the  conception  of  chemical  afiBinity  en- 
ables us  to  unite  in  one  thought  the  myriad  chemical  changes 
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which  are  forever  going  on.  The  conception  of  gravitation 
makes  it  possible  to  collect  the  siderial  movements  and  the 
greater  part  of  terrestrial  motion  into  one  general  thought  By 
the  aid  of  the  two  notions,  organic  and  inorganic,  we  distin- 
guish all  material  existence  into  two  great  classes.  By  the  aid 
of  other  notions  we  divide  and  subdivide  these  again  and 
again ;  or  we  invert  the  process  and  from  the  lower  proceed  to 
the  higher  and  more  general.  Gold,  silver,  iron,  copper,  Jca, 
we  unite  under  the  one  notion,  metal.  Granite,  feldspar,  quartz, 
trap,  &C.,  we  unite  under  the  more  general  notion  of  stone. 
Stones,  metals,  &c.,  are  subsumed  under  tiie  notion,  mineral. 
In  the  organic  world,  too,  the  implicit  aim  is  classification, 
through  the  formation  of  general  notion&  We  distinguish 
species,  genera,  orders,  classes,  types ;  and  these  notions  with 
their  subdivisions  serve  as  guides  to  our  investigation.  With- 
out the  process  thus  roughly  sketched  all  science  is  impossible. 
Not  only  must  thing  be  distinguished  from  thing,  but  class 
must  be  distinguished  from  class,  and  type  from  type,  to  make 
systematic  knowledge  possible.  Until  this  is  done,  we  are  lost 
in  the  bewildering  multitude  of  individuals,  and  are  as  J&r 
jfrom  science  as  a  dictionary  is  from  a  discourse.  Without  the 
notion  of  chemical  affinity,  chemical  changes  present  an  irre- 
ducible chaos  to  tiiought  Without  that  of  gravitation,  there 
is  no  possibility  of  relating  the  multiform  movements  of  the 
earth  and  heavens  so  as  to  make  them  subjects  of  knowledge. 
Without  organic  classifications  the  scientific  mind  is  lost  in 
utter  bewilderment  Whether  the  notions  we  form  correspond 
to  any  objective  reality,  may  be  questioned,  but  at  all  events 
we  must  form  them.  All  unconsciously,  but  necessarily,  the 
process  of  generalization,  the  forming  of  classes,  kc.  goes  on. 
Before  science  was  dreamed  of,  the  human  mind  was  busy  com- 
paring and  generalizing ;  and  the  work  of  science  in  this  direc- 
tion is  only  an  attempt  to  give  greater  exactness  and  extension 
to  this  process.  Hence  from  this  subjective  necessity,  the 
author  concludes  that  the  notion  in  general  is  a  logical  cate- 
gory ;  meaning  thereby  that  it  is  a  norm  given  in  the  nature  of 
our  thought,  according  to  which  our  thinking  proceeds  and 
must  proceed  in  those  differentiations  which  are  essential  to 
knowledge. 
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Again,  in  nature  nothing  stands,  but  all  things  flow.  Nature 
is  not  a  collection  of  resting,  inactive  objects,  but  is  a  constant 
activity,  with  its  correlate  of  constant  change.  This  necessi- 
tates new  postulates  as  the  condition  of  scientific  knowledge. 
If  nature  is  not  to  relapse  into  indistinguishable  confusion,  this 
activity  must  be  an  orderly  ona  There  must  be  law  thera 
Science  assumes  this  necessarily.  It  never  questions  the  exis- 
tence of  law,  but  only  seeks  to  determine  what  it  is.  Whether 
there  really  are  controlling  laws  in  nature,  whereby  the  multi- 
form activities  of  things  are  governed,  may  be  questioned ;  but 
at  all  events,  without  such  assumption  science  is  impossible. 
Only  as  we  are  enabled  to  find  in  the  unceasing  change  of 
things  an  abiding,  unchangeable  order,  which  all  change  obeys, 
are  we  enabled  to  look  before  and  after.  Without  this  concep- 
tion, we  are  shut  up  in  the  present,  and  cut  off  alike  fix>m  the 
past  and  the  futura  What  has  been,  we  cannot  tell ;  what  will 
be,  is  impossible  to  predict  The  stream  of  things  has  no  defi- 
nite course,  and  knowledge  is  entirely  impossible  If,  then, 
there  is  no  law,  no  abiding  order  in  nature,  we  must  invent  one 
in  order  to  bring  it  within  the  possibility  of  knowledge.  The 
mind  necessarily  assumes  the  existence  of  laws  in  nature,  and 
with  this  assumption  another  is  implicitly  made.  Our  own 
activity,  so  far  as  it  is  rational,  has  an  end  in  view.  We  dis- 
tinguish between  our  activity  as  means  and  our  purpose  as 
end.  When,  then,  borrowing  our  conception  of  activity  from 
our  own  consciousness,  we  attempt  to  extend  that  conception 
over  external  nature,  we  are  forced  to  attribute  to  this  activity 
all  that  belongs  to  our  own.  The  activities  of  nature  obey 
definite  laws ;  they  oppose  and  yet  harmonize  with  each  other 
in  such  a  way  that  each  supports  the  others,  and  all  together 
effect  an  orderly  and  harmonious  working.  To  such  an  activity 
we  cannot  help  attributing  purpose ;  at  least,  if  we  do,  it  is  only 
by  dwelling  in  the  fog  of  confused  ideas.  Whether  there  be 
purpose  in  nature  or  not,  nature  never  becomes  intelligible  to 
us,  except  as  we  view  it  as  the  fulfillment  of  a  purpose.  The 
balance  of  attraction  and  inertia,  whereby  the  central  and 
tangential  forces  are  equalized,  is  only  intelligible  as  having  for 
its  end  the  maintenance  of  the  planets'  orbits.  The  law  of 
chemical    proportions,  whereby  alone  the  constant  chemical 
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changes  are  prevented  from  plunging  nature  into  chaos,  is  only 
intelligible  as  the  result  of  purpose.  The  revolution  of  the 
planets  on  their  axes,  whereby  a  constant  inequality  of  heat  is 
maintained,  and  terrestrial  life  and  motion  are  made  possible, 
is,  again,  only  intelligible  as  we  suppose  it  planned  with  refer- 
ence to  this  end.  But  not  to  offer  any  more  illustrations,  na- 
ture becomes  intelligible  to  us  only  as  we  view  it  as  the  result 
of  a  plan.  Whether  there  be  any  plan  is  a  question,  but  we 
must  assume  such  a  plan  in  order  to  bring  it  into  the  unity  of 
systematic  knowledge  From  this  necessity  of  our  thought  the 
author  concludes  that  purpose  in  general  is  a  logical  category. 
We  seek  involuntarily  to  find  not  only  what  nature  is,  but 
what  it  is  for ;  and  in  so  doing  we  necessarily  apply  the  idea  of 
purpose  as  a  norm  of  differentiation. 

But  if  we  must  separate  things  into  kinds  and  classes,  and  if 
we  must  view  these  as  expressions  of  purpose,  science  is  com- 
pelled to  sum  up  all  these  several  purposes  in  one  great  over- 
ruling purpose — the  idea.  If  these  subordinate  purposes, 
activities,  classes,  &c,  do  not  harmonize,  then  nature  is  at  war 
with  itself,  and  the  possibility  of  the  final  unity  of  science  is 
destroyed.  This  unity,  however,  can  only  consist  in  a  thought, 
which  ruled  in  the  beginning  in  those  primary  determinations 
from  which  all  things  may  have  flowed,  and  for  whose  realiza- 
tion the  whole  creation  exista  If  the  sciences  are  a  unit,  if  na- 
ture is  an  order  and  not  a  discord,  then  from  the  centre  to  the 
circumference  of  creation,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  there 
must  be  a  ruling  thought  in  which  all  lower  thoughts  are  taken 
up  and  united.  Whatever  may  be  possible  to  absolute  science, 
human  science  becomes  possible  only  through  differentiating 
the  indefinite  multitude  of  things  and  powers  into  kinds  and 
classes,  only  by  subjecting  them  to  the  reign  of  law,  and  mak- 
ing them  the  expressions  of  a  purpose ;  and  attains  its  final, 
highest  unity,  only  by  gathering  up  all  these  lower  purposes 
into  the  harmony  and  unity  of  one  all-controlling  purpose, 
thought,  idea,  in  which  all  else  finds  its  explanation,  and  to- 
wards which  the  whole  creation  moves.  Because  of  this  neces- 
sity of  our  thought,  the  author  makes  the  idea  the  last  audi 
highest  of  the  logical  categories ;  it  is  the  category  which  we 
must  apply  in  our  attempts  to  reach  the  highest  unity  of  knowlr- 
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ledge.  Until  this  is  done,  science  remains  unsatisfactory  and 
incomplete ;  when  it  is  done,  science  has  reached  its  goal,  and 
the  mind  is  satisfied. 

But  here,  again,  we  must  remember  that  all  this  is  purely 
subjective.  We  should  completely  misinterpret  the  author's 
view  if  we  did  not  keep  this  fact  in  mind.  These  higher  cate- 
gories, like  the  simpler  ones,  express  originally  only  subjective 
needs ;  and  it  does  not  follow  that  they  correspond  to  objective 
fact  This  inquiry  does  not  properly  belong  to  logic,  but  to 
metaphysics  or  theories  of  knowledge  Logic  is  concerned 
only  with  the  investigation  of  the  subjective  laws  and  forms 
which  knowledge  and  thought  must  obey  and  assuma  When, 
then,  it  has  proved  that  all  knowledge  must  be  subordinate  to 
these  subjective  needs,  and  that  scientific  knowledge,  in  partic- 
ular, involuntarily  and  necessarily  proceeds  according  to  the 
categories  of  relation  and  race,  its  work  is  dona  But  since 
we  have  already  seen  that  the  simple  cat^ories  also  correspond 
to  things,  we  may  leave  the  logical  field  once  more,  and  inquire 
whether  these  higher  categories  correspond  to  objective  nature. 
Are  there  laws  and  purposes,  kinds  and  classes  in  the  external 
world? 

Here  again  the  author  departs  from  Kant  Hitherto  we 
have  found  him  in  complete  agreement  with  Kant  as  to  the 
subjective  origin  of  our  mental  forms,  but  asserting,  in  opposi 
tion  to  him,  an  objective  validity  for  them.  The  same  opposi- 
tion appears  here.  Kant  admitted  the  subjective  necessity  of 
these  higher  forms  in  order  to  give  unity  to  knowledge,  but 
allowed  them  only  subjective  validity.  The  author,  however, 
insists  upon  their  objective  worth;  and  views  the  denial  as 
resting  upon  confused  notions  instead  of  objective  fact  No 
scientist  would  deny  the  existence  of  law,  though  many  would 
question  the  presence  of  purpose.  The  laws  themselves,  they 
say,  are  sufficient  to  explain  all  that  seems  to  be  the  out- 
come of  a  plan.  Not  unless  we  have  become  properly  mud- 
dled in  our  ideas.  Adopting  the  generally  received  atomic 
theory,  we  must  say  that  the  possibility  of  a  law  of  atomic 
working  rests  altogether  upon  the  atoms  themselves.  The 
nature  of  the  atoms  must  be  such  that,  in  spite  of  their  diflfer- 
ences,  they  may  unite  in  a  harmonious  working.     But  from  an 
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examination  of  the  element  of  relativity  which  lies  in  the 
notion  of  difference,  we  have  already  seen  that  these  atomic 
differences  and  relations  cannot  be  viewed  as  unoriginated 
Hence  the  laws  to  which  the  scientist  so  confidently  appeals 
must  be  viewed  as  imposed.  The  nature  of  the  atoms  was 
determined  with  reference  to  the  rules  which  they  were  to  obey ; 
and  the  rules  again  can  only  be  viewed  as  selected  with  refer- 
ence to  an  ulterior  end.  If,  then,  the  scientist  were  able  to 
lead  all  things  back  to  his  hypothetical  atoms,  he  cannot  stop 
here,  but  must  go  behind  them  to  a  Power  which  determined 
them  and  their  laws  in  accordance  with  a  preexisting  plan  and 
purpose. 

This  general  proof  is  most  strongly  supported  by  experience. 
So  plain  do  the  marks  of  purpose  appear  as  we  observe  the 
special  activities  of  nature,  that  we  are  forced  either  to  admit  a 
purpose,  or  fall  back  on  the  positivistic  position,  that  things 
are  as  they  are,  and  there  is  no  more  to  be  said  about  it 
This  position,  however,  is  tenable  only  in  word.  Its  most 
determined  supporters,  as  well  as  its  author,  have  always  been 
triumphantly  successftil  in  stultifying  themselves.  Here  we 
cannot  do  better  than  translate  the  author's  note : 

"  Involuntarily  the  thought  forces  itself  upon  us  that  the 
attraction  of  the  sun  and  the  tangential  force  of  the  planets 
are  set  in  such  exact  balance  in  order  that  J;he  planets  may 
maintain  their  regular  elliptical  course  around  the  sun; — that 
the  earth  constantly  radiates  as  much  heat  into  space  as  it 
receives  from  the  sun  in  order  to  secure  that  disturbance  and 
reestablishment  of  the  equilibrium  of  heat  which  is  necessary 
to  the  maintenance  of  physical,  chemical,  and  organic  pro- 
cesses ; — that  the  simple  elements  of  organic  nature  unite  only 
in  definite,  constant  proportions  in  order  that,  in  spite  of  the 
continual  change  under  the  influence  of  light,  heat,  and  elec- 
tricity, the  same  classes  of  mineral  bodies  may  ever  be  repro- 
duced ; — that  the  soil  holds  fast  to  all  those  elements  which 
are  necessary  to  the  nourishment  of  plants,  giving  up  none  of 
them  to  the  filtering  rain-water,  but  on  the  contrary  depriving  the 
water  of  all  these  elements,  in  order  that  plants  may  find  their 
necessary  nourishment,  and  the  plant-kingdom  may  be  pre- 
served,— that  the  atmosphere  is  composed  as  it  is,  and  that  this 
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composition,  though  continually  disturbed  by  the  breathing  of 
animals,  is  continually  restored  through  the  life-processes  of 
plants,  in  order  that  plants  and  animals  may  continue  to  live. 
*  *  *  Not  from  walking  and  work,  but  beforehand,  in  the 
womb,  the  sole  of  the  foot  and  the  inner  surface  of  the  hand 
cover  themselves  with  a  thicker  skin.  Among  all  the  higher 
animals  the  lungs,  the  eye,  the  ear,  form  in  the  womb  or  egg 
long  before  there  is  any  contact  with  the  air,  or  any  affection  of 
the  auditory  or  optic  nerve  through  the  ether,  or  sound-vibra- 
tions. And  everywhere  these  organs  are  formed  in  exact 
agreement,  not  only  with  the  circumstances  of  the  animal,  but 
also  with  the  nature  of  the  light  and  air ; — as,  indeed,  they  must 
be,  if  lungs,  eyes,  and  ears  are  to  fulfill  their  purpose.  Even 
the  eye  of  the  fish  is  constructed  in  exact  conformity  to  the 
law  of  refraction  in  water,  while  its  gills  correspond  exactly  to 
the  denser  element  which  for  fishes  supplies  the  place  of  air. 
The  human  body  maintains  its  existence  only  as  the  blood 
receives  and  removes  from  every  single  part  whatever  is 
worn  out  and  injurious;  and  returns  whatever  is  needful. 
In  the  bones  it  deposits  phosphate  of  lime,  in  the  muscles 
nitrogen,  in  the  salivary  glands  saliva,  in  the  ears  ear-wax,  in 
the  eyes  a  crystalline  substance,  in  the  nails  and  hair  horn- 
material,  in  the  nerves  brain-substance,  in  the  gall-bladder  gaD, 
in  the  glands  of  the  stomach  the  pancreatic  juice,  in  the  intes- 
tinal canal  mucus,  in  the  kidneys  urine,  in  the  lungs  carbonic 
acid :  everything  at  the  right  time  and  place,  in  due  quan- 
tity and  proper  proportion,  exactly  as  the  needs  of  the  whole 
and  the  functions  of  each  single  organ  demands.  This  process 
repeats  itself,  mutatis  mutandis^  in  all  animals  and,  though  in 
simpler  form,  in  all  plants.  And  in  order  that  it  may  be  com- 
pleted, there  is  necessary  not  only  a  harmonious  working  and 
a  constant  equivalence  of  the  great  forces  of  inorganic  nature, 
but  also  a  continual  disturbance  of  this  equilibrium  which, 
however,  must  never  go  beyond  a  certain  limit,  and  must  always 
return  again  to  equilibrium."    (p.  222.) 

Whether  then  we  view  nature  as  subject  to  law,  or  whether 
we  contemplate  its  specific  working,  the  conviction  forces  itself 
irresistibly  upon  us  that  the  subjective  category  of  purpose  is 
an  objective  fact  of  nature.     The  conclusion  can  be  escaped 
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only  by  taking  shelter  in   the   friendly  fog   of  meaningless 
phrases,  and  heroically  refusing  to  think. 

The  question  whether  nature  is  really  classified  meets  with  a 
similar  answer.  We  can,  to  be  sure,  form  classes  indefinitely 
by  adopting  artificial  standards.  In  this  way  we  could  form 
classes  which  should  cross  and  recross  one  another,  and  which 
would  express  only  a  subjective  classification.  Still  we  cannot 
help  thinking  that  there  is  h  natural,  as  well  as  an  artificial, 
classification  of  thinga  Kepler  declares  that,  in  the  order  of 
nature,  he  thinks  the  thoughts  of  God ;  and  Agassiz  insists 
that  a  just  and  thorough  classification  is  an  interpretation  of 
the  Creator's  thoughts.  This,  indeed,  is  the  goal  towards  which 
rational  science  must  strive,  if  it  is  to  have  any  more  than  a 
subjective  valua  Even  admitting  a  doctrine  of  development, 
it  does  not  affect  the  conclusion.  Have  the  various  branches 
of  the  tree  of  life  developed  from  a  common  stem  ?  they  are 
different  branches  now.  However  kinds  may  have  originated, 
they  are  in  actual  existence.  A  man  is  neither  a  tree  nor  a 
toad,  a  mouse  is  neither  an  elephant  nor  a  whalei  Whatever 
bridges  may  have  originally  existed  between  these  kinds,  they 
are  plainly  broken  down.  There  is  a  real  and  essential  differ- 
ence now  existing  between  the  various  classes  in  the  organic 
kingdom.  In  the  inorganic  we  find  the  same  fact  The  ele- 
ments are  separable  into  classes ;  and  so  are  their  compounds. 
Gold  is  not  lead ;  iron  is  not  copper ;  limestone  is  not  granite. 
An  actual  classification  exists  in  nature.  If  the  objector 
should  claim  that  he  can  lead  all  the  order  of  nature  back  to 
atomic  combinations,  and  suggest  the  possibility  of  deducing 
even  the  chemical  elements  themselves  from  a  common  root, 
still  he  has  not  escaped  the  conclusion.  For  in  that  case  this 
power  which  lies  at  the  foundation  of  nature  has  differentiated 
itself  into  kinds  and  classes,  and  the  essence  of  a  class  would 
exist  in  the  predetermination  of  that  power.  Lead  all  things 
back  to  a  single  activity,  if  you  will ;  that  activity  actually 
proceeds  according  to  the  logical  categoiy  of  kinds.  What- 
ever has  come  out  of  it  was  in  it  If  you  view  it  as 
free,  the  point  is  granted.  If  you  view  it  as  conditioned, 
then  it  owes  the  determinations  upon  which  its  development 
depends  to  the  unconditioned  behind  it     In  either  case  the 
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kinds  and  classes  of  nature  abut  on  intelligence,  and  can  only 
be  viewed  as  the  development  of  a  thought  Logically  we 
proceed  from  the  individual  to  the  universal,  but  ontologically 
the  idea  is  first — the  old  Platonic  standpoint. 

Thus  we  reach  once  more,  but  in  a  wider  and  more  intimate 
sense,  our  previous  conclusion  that  the  laws  of  thought  are  the 
laws  of  natura  Thought  is  the  pattern  in  whose  diamond 
plan  the  web  of  the  world  is  woven.  Thought  is  the  prius 
and  the  goal  of  things.  The  prius  because  in  accordance  with 
it  nature  received  all  its  determinations ;  it  is  the  goal  because 
the  whole  creation  works  towards  its  realization.  The  particu- 
lar purposes  of  nature  are  only  to  be  discovered  by  examina- 
tion, bat  the  mind  insists  that  there  is  purpose  of  some  kind 
there.  Wbat  it  is  we  shall  never  fully  discover.  Of  lower 
purposes  we  may  learn  something,  but  that  primal  thought, 
that  final  purpose  moves  far  above  our  heads  and  is  hidden  from 
our  sight  The  clouds  which  are  on  the  slope  forbid  us  to 
view  the  summit  Bat  both  subjective  need  and  objective  fact 
alike  compel  us  to  assume  its  existence.  We  conclude,  then, 
that  the  mind  brings  to  the  study  of  the  universe  the  form  of 
knowledge  in  general,  and  nature  or  experience  fills  up  the  out- 
line. Each  is  meaningless  without  the  other.  Form  alone  is 
void,  content  alone  is  chaos.  By  the  mutual  interaction  of  the 
two,  the  solid  structure  of  knowledge  is  built  up,  and  a  living 
advance  is  won. 

Such  is  a  general  outline  of  the  author's  theory.  Having 
conceived  the  mind  as  a  dififerentiating  activity,  it  was  neces 
sary  to  find  the  laws  which  such  an  activity  must  obey.  Those 
principles  without  which .  differentiation  in  general  would  be 
impossible  are  the  logical  laws.  Those  norms  which  lead  the 
differentiation  are  the  logical  categories.  It  will  be  seen  that 
the  author  uses  the  word  category  in  a  more  extended  sense 
than  it  commonly  receives.  Instead  of  serving  for  the  small 
list  of  predicaments  of  the  Aristotelian  or  Kantian  table,  it 
stands  for  any  norm  of  differentiation.  The  subdivision  of  the 
categories,  the  origin  of  our  general  notions,  the  polemic 
against  the  abstraction-theory,  the  doctrine  of  the  judgment, 
the  examination  of  the  notions  of  Being,  Substance,  Change* 
&a,  we  are  compelled  to  pass  over*    These  last-mentioned  no- 
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tiona  lie  at  the  bottom  of  both  science  and  philosophy ;  and 
misconceptions  of  their  meaning  have  been  the  cause  of  nearly 
every  error  from  the  time  of  the  Eleatics  down  to  the  latest 
theoretical  abortion.  A  misconception  of  Being  caused  the 
Eieatics  to  deny  the  possibility  of  change,  and  hence  the  real- 
ity of  sensuous  knowledge  A  wrong  definition  of  substance 
led  to  Spinozism. 

Nearly  every  philosophy  has  felt  called  upon  to  deny  the 
possibility  of  change  and  motion  for  the  same  reason.  We 
can  only  say  of  the  discussion  in  general,  that  we  know  of 
none  so  satisfactory,  none  which  so  successfully  steers  clear  of 
the  contradictions  which  from  the  beginning  have  clung  to 
these  noticms  upon  which  all  knowledge  rests.  It  will  be  seen 
at  once  that  the  work  is  not  a  logic  in  the  common  sense  of  the 
word-  Barbara^  Cdarent^  and  the  rest  of  that  unfortunate  fam- 
ily are  let  severely  alone.  The  aim  of  the  work  is  to  examine 
the  subjective  laws  and  forms  of  knowledge  and  thought,  and 
to  investigate  the  content  of  those  fundamental  notions  on 
which  all  knowledge  is  based.  We  agree  most  heartily  with 
the  author  in  this  aiuL  The  whole  machinery  of  yrords  is 
utterly  useless  for  purposes  of  reasoning.  Clear  notions  neces- 
sitate right  reasoning,  and  confused  notions  will  result  in  con- 
fusion in  spite  of  Barbara  &  Co.  We  conceive  that  the  great 
want  of  to-day,  whether  in  science,  philosophy,  or  religion,  is 
clear  notions;  and  the  only  hope  of  escaping  from  the  uni- 
versal Babel  which  raves  about  us  lies  altogether  in  this  direc- 
tion. Thought,  in  all  three  of  these  departments,  has  been 
haunted  and  cursed  from  the  beginning  with  meaningless 
phrases,  which  from  long  use  are  supposed  to  have  some  mirac- 
xdous  content ;  and  with  shapes  of  thought,  which  have  lurked 
like  ghosts  in  the  background  of  knowledge,  to  the  great 
advantage  of  error,  and  to  the  intense  alarm  of  persons  of  weak 
nerves.  For  the  clearing  out  of  these  myths  and  mischiefe,  we 
look  upon  the  book  in  hand  as  a  most  valuable  ally.  Taken 
in  connection  with  the  author's  other  works,  we  know  of  no 
other  discussion  in  which  the  conditions  and  the  limits  of 
knowledge  are  drawn  with  so  clear  an  eye  and  so  steady  a 
hand.  The  author  is  distinguished  from  the  traditional  Ger- 
man speculator  in  many  important  respects:    1st,  in  always 
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meaning  something ;  2d,  in  always  knowing  what  he  means ; 
8d,  a  clear  expression  of  his  meaning ;  4th,  by  a  profound 
regard  for  fact  as  distinguished  from  baseless  speculation. 

Thus  far  we  have  contented  ourselves  with  exposition.  In 
conclusion,  we  must  say  that  this  logical  question  is  the  most 
fundamental  one  in  philosophy.  Until  it  is  settled,  philosophy 
is  only  dogmatism,  irrational,  and  baseless.  Let  it  then  be 
settled.  Let  the  possibility  and  the  limit  of  knowledge  be 
inquired  into.  The  author's  position  is  a  most  sweeping  one, 
and  its  truth  is  a  matter  of  great  interest  If,  then,  any  one 
has  aught  to  oflfer  against  the  leading  principle  here  expounded, 
we  hope  that  he  will  not  fiiil  to  urge  it ;  and  we  promise  him 
in  advance  a  cordial  and  a  candid  hearing. 
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Abuclb    m.— prince  HOHENSTIEL-SCHWANGAU, 
SAVIOUR  OF  SOCIETY. 

BoBEBT  Browking  has  been  long  enough  in  the  eye  of  his 
generation  to  have  achieved  a  somewhat  unique  fame.  He  is 
a  thinker,  plainly.  He  is  a  philosopher.  He  is  a  metaphysi- 
cian. In  the  field  of  pure  reason  he  handles  keen  logic,  and 
handles  it  deftly.  But  his  place  as  a  poet  is  a  vexed  question, 
and  seems  likely  to  become  more  so  with  every  book  that 
emerges  from  his  teeming  brain.  His  poetic  virtue  is  occa- 
sionally marvelous.  But  he  is  wont  to  build  his  airy  fabrics 
upon  the  firmest  and  toughest  of  prose.  From  his  sublimest 
flight  through  the  firmament  of  song  he  suddenly  drops  upon 
the  arena  of  debate,  and  plunges  into  abstruse  dialectics  which 
are  equally  fatal  to  his  antagonist  and  to  his  reader.  James 
Russell  Lowell,  in  one  of  his  delightful  essays,  has  preserved  for 
us  a  racy  anecdote,  whose  moral,  more  in  sorrow  than  in  anger, 
may  be  commended  to  Mr.  Browning :  "  Mr.  Savage  Landor 
once  told  me  that  he  said  to  Wordsworth,  *  Mr.  Wordsworth, 
a  man  may  mix  poetry  with  prose  as  much  as  he  pleases,  and 
it  will  only  elevate  and  enliven ;  but  the  moment  he  mixes  a 
particle  of  prose  with  his  poetry,  it  precipitates  the  whole.' 
Wordsworth,  he  added,  never  forgave  him." 

It  has  become  common  also  to  complain  of  Mr.  Browning's 
obscurity.  His  logic  is  so  pertinacious,  his  syntax  is  so  curt, 
and  he  so  disdains  the  verbal  conveniences  which  his  mother 
tongue  has  provided,  that  instead  of  poet,  he  is  a  very  knight 
of  the  fog.  We  lose  him,  and  have  to  watch  for  his  reappear- 
ing. He  prefers  to  write  for  the  illuminati.  Many  of  his  met- 
rical tractates  are  esoteric  doctrine,  prepared  only  for  the 
initiated  few.  It  is  on  principle  too.  If  it  were  only  the 
oracular  utterances  of  a  genius  that  must  speak  according  to 
the  nature  of  the  inspiration  which  possesses  it,  or  if  it  were 
only  the  eccentricities  of  a  genius  born  under  an  odd  star,  the 
sin  would  be  venial.  But  after  whole  generations  of  the  finest 
and  largest  minds  have  achieved  so  much,  both  in  prose  and 
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poetry,  towards  purifying  and  glorifying  English  style  and 
making  it  an  instrument  for  expressing  at  once  the  subtlest  and 
the  sublimest  thoughts  in  the  clearest  manner,  it  requires  more 
of  grace  than  we  have  ordinarily  at  command  to  stand  by  and 
see  one  of  the  foremost  of  modem  poets  spurning  it  and  tram- 
pling it  under  foot  It  is  a  pity  that  such  an  Olympian  mind, 
'  that  can  speak  so  plainly,  should  think  so  meanly  of  his  mother 
tongue  and  so  heedlessly  of  his  readers.  The  quaint  fancy  and 
tripping  music  of  the  Piper  of  Hamelin,  the  spiritual  tender- 
ness of  Evelyn  Hope,  the  intense  dramatic  velocity  and  glow 
of  the  Ride  from  Ghent  to  Aix,  and  to  enumerate  no  further, 
the  marvelous  metaphors  which  glitter  in  every  one  of  his 
poems,  should  have  convinced  their  author  that  he  had  mag- 
netic power  over  all  hearts,  and  need  not  withdraw  into  the 
clouda  He  might  have  made  the  whole  world  of  English  and 
American  homes  his  constituency  ;  but  the  circle  of  his  readers 
is  small,  and  even  their  homage  is  not  unmixed.  He  writes 
two  kinds  of  verse,  one  of  which  is  poetry  and  addresses  the 
kindling  imagination  ;  the  other  is  metrical  speculation,  ad- 
dressed to  the  cooler  brain.  His  prolific  genius  has  produced 
full  reams  of  both.  In  a  country  which  winnows  its  literature 
with  such  energy,  it  is  not  hard  to  predict  which  of  the  two 
has  the  best  chance  for  immortality.  A  century  and  a  half 
ago,  the  presses  of  London  and  Oxford  issued  in  the  course  of 
two  years  more  than  eight  hundred  different  works  in  prose 
and  verse,  of  which  it  is  said  aU  but  one  have  totally  disap- 
peared out  of  the  knowledge  or  memory  of  man.  Of  the  whole 
eight  hundred,  only  Prior^s  ballad  of  Down- Hall  still  lives  to 
illustrate  the  "survival  of  the  fittest,"  and  is  occasionally  fin- 
gered by  some  curious  reader.  A  familiar  couplet  from  the 
Dunciad  might  serve  as  a  possible  epitaph  for  the  innumerable 
forgotten — 

Yet  sure,  had  Heaven  decreed  to  save  the  state, 
Heaven  had  decreed  these  works  a  longer  date. 

In  less  than  a  century  and  half  ahead  the  writings  of  our 
time  will  be  found  to  have  experienced  a  like  sifting,  and  it  is 
to  be  feared  that  such  literary  ventriloquism  as  the  Ring  and 
the  Book  will  have  vanished  forever. 
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I  have  just  been  re-reading  for  the  severalth  time  (and  will 
not  stop  to  copyright  the  word — only  to  apologize  for  the  im- 
providence of  the  language  in  not  foreseeing  the  need  of  it — 
and  to  adduce  the  example  of  Mrs.  Browning  herself,  who  in 
one  of  her  letters  coins  a  similar  convenient  term  concerning 
"  the  Reverend  Robert  Montgomery,  who  walks  into  his  twenty- 
9JxA'8omeihingih  edition  *  like  nothing '  '*) — have  been  re-reading 
that  particular  poem  of  Mr.  Browning's  which  bears  the  Teu- 
tonic title  above  written.  It  contains  a  fair  average  of  his 
peculiarities,  except  in  the  article  of  poetry  itself,  which  can  be 
readily  explained  by  saying  that  it  stands  in  the  second  list, 
not  in  the  first  It  is  metaphysics  in  rhythm.  Only  in  occa- 
sional passages  do  the  words  vibrate  with  that  delicious  thrill 
which  reveals  the  poetic  presence.  Here  and  there  a  flash  of 
inspiration ;  the  rest  is  an  abstruse  revery,  uttered  aloud  by  a 
princely  improvisatore  across  the  table  to  a  "  bud-mouthed 
listener,"  who  very  appropriately  falls  asleep  before  the  close. 
Poor  weak  human  nature! — but  then,  what  can  a  body  do 
when  harangued  by  the  Sphynx  ? 

The  scene  of  the  poem  is  the  princedom  of  Hohenstiel- 
Schwangau,  a  not  over-manageable  set  of  syllables,  that  give 
the  muse  some  heavy  work  before  she  has  done  with  them. 

The  soliloquizer  is  the  Prince  of  this  princedom  of  Hohen- 
stiel-Schwangau. 

His  r61e  is  that  of  the  Conservative. 

The  action  of  the  poem  comprises  in  detail  a  relation  of  all 
the  political  movements,  with  their  causes  and  their  philosophy, 
by  which  the  Prince,  though  surrounded  and  nettled  by  re- 
formers and  specialists  of  every  stripe  and  in  all  directions, 
sought  to  save  his  turbulent  Hohenstielers-Schwangauese  from 
their  selfish  selves,  and  that  in  the  conservative  way. 

It  contains  some  very  sensible  reasoning,  sometimes  violent, 
sometimes  shrewd.  It  puts  forward  some  grand  ideas.  But 
you  rise  from  the  study  (and  without  study  it  is  not  intelligi- 
ble) with  the  conviction  that  it  must  be  hard  to  turn  politics 
into  poetry,  for  with  all  his  genius  Mr.  Browning  has  not  suc- 
ceeded in  doing  it.  The  world  has  pretty  generally  settled  to 
its  own  satisfaction  that  the  business  of  its  poets  is  to  please  it, 
not  attempt  to  instruct  it.    Poetry  must  shun  the  laborious 
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tasks  of  the  reason  and  the  moral  sense,  and  be  content  with 
kindling  the  heart  and  inspiring  the  imagination.  If  it  can 
incidentally  accomplish  more — convince — persuade — reform — 
throw  light  upon  duty — quicken  the  sense  of  right — that  may 
be  so  much  clear  gain.  But  to  poetry  these  objects  must 
always  remain  secondary.  And  if  it  be  an  error  to  make  them 
primary,  it  is  a  fortiori  an  absurdity  to  urge  them  with  vehe- 
ment casuistry  and  obscure  turns  of  thought  Mr.  Browning 
has  made  the  Prince  talk  some  strong  didactic  prose,  but  we 
can  hardly  receive  it  as  a  poem.  It  is  a  political  pope's  allocu- 
tion. 

The  Prince  opens  on  his  fair  vis-a-vis  with  the  sagacious  act 
of  joining  two  blots  with  his  pen.  This  is  his  point  of  de- 
parture. 

You  are  taogfat  thereby 
That  'tis  mj  nature,  when  I  am  at  ease, 
Bather  than  idle  out  my  life  too  long. 
To  want  to  do  a  thing — ^to  put  a  thought, 
Whether  a  great  thought  or  a  litUe  one, 
Into  an  act,  as  nearly  as  may  be. 

And  several  pages  later  he  recurs  to  his  typical  beginning 
to  make  the  lesson  still  more  specific  : 

Why,  Just  now, 
With  nothing  else  to  do  within  my  reach, 
Did  I  prefer  making  two  blots  one  line 
To  making  yet  another  separate 
Third  blot,  and  leaving  those  I  found  unlinked  ? 
It  meant,  I  like  to  use  the  thing  I  find, 
Bather  than  striye  at  unfound  novelty : 
I  make  the  best  of  the  old,  nor  tiy  for  new. 

Others  have  a  genius  for  reform  ;  he  will  hold  things  steady 
as  they  are.  Others  can  destroy,  transmute,  rebuild :  but  he 
sees  the  possibility  of  good  in  society  as  already  constituted, 
and  chooses  to  maintain  those  possibilities,  save  what  is  good 
now  instead  of  risking  all  in  trying  to  create  more. 

Make  what  is  absolutely  new — ^I  can't ; 
Mar  what  is  made  already  well  enough 
I  won't :  but  turn  to  best  account  the  thing 
That's  half-made— that  I  can. 
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He  recognises  Ood  over  him.  His  Maker  has  laid  out  a  mis- 
sion for  him,  just  as  he  himt?elf  lays  out  a  mission  for  his 
courier  to  some  distant  State.  He  gives  his  instructions  at  the 
start,  and  will  require  a  reckoning  with  his  courier  on  his 
return.  It  is  every  man's  duty  to  follow  the  line  of  life  marked 
out  for  him,  whether  God  gives  him  instructions  for  his  guid- 
ance every  fifteen  minutes,  or  gives  him  the  whole  life  and 
directs  him  in  general  what  to  do  with  it  The  Prince  accepts 
the  latter  philosophy,  and  choosing  his  task,  approaches  it 
gravely  :— 

Touch 

The  work  I  may  and  must,  but — reyerent 

In  every  fall  o*  the  finger-tip,  no  doubt. 

There  follows  soon  an  eloquent  and  almost  indignant  out- 
burst of  description,  setting  forth  the  dignity  of  man  and  the 
moral  elevation  of  a  life  whose  lines  all  lead  into  the  infinite : 
from  which  he  concludes 

This  makes  it  worth  our  while  to  tenderly 
Handle  a  state  of  things  which  mend  we  might. 
Mar  we  may,  but  whidi  meanwhile  helps  so  far. 
Therefore  my  end  is—saye  society  I 

He  admits  that  he  might  have  chosen  a  more  brilliant  pro- 
fession. The  radical  reformer  attracts  the  eyes  of  the  world  a 
thousand  times  sooner  than  the  conservative.  More  than  one 
of  those  national  crises  happen  when 

A  solitary  great  man's  worth  the  world, 

and  he  could  have  been  that  one  sole  name  of  glory  if  he  had 
wished.  But  he  has  taken  on  the  burden  of  a  sublimer  task ; 
he  is  the  natural  guardian  and  protector  of  all  the  teeming 
population  beneath  him,  specially  of  the  outcast  and  the  poor : 

Oh  those  mute  myriads  that  spoke  loud  to  me— 
The  eyes  that  crayed  to  see  the  light,  the  mouths 
That  sought  the  daily  bread  and  nothing  more. 
The  hands  that  supplicated  exercise. 
Men  that  had  wives,  and  women  that  had  babes, 
And  all  these  making  suit  to  only  live  1 

Of  course  his  steps  are  dogged  by  a  rabble  of  specialists, 
dogmatizers,  cynics,  fanatics,  reformers.     But  the  world  was 
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not  made  in  a  day.  All  types  were  not  cast  in  one  mould. 
He  has  something  broader  to  attempt  than  to  make  all  the 
oceans  run  in  one  river-bed.  He  will  accept  none  of  their 
nostrums.  There  is  no  real  substance  to  their  pet  theories. 
They  are  Voice,  and  nothing  more.  And  he  reminds  them 
that  he  himself  has  risen  through  the  same  transition  period 
where  they  are  clamoring  now  ;  there  was  a  time  when  he,  like 
them,  was  Voice,  and  nothing  more  ; 

Aj,  still  my  fragments  wander,  music-fraught, 
Sighs  of  the  soul,  mine  onoe,  mine  now,  and  mine 
For  ever  I 

It  is  Mr.  Browning  himself  that  speaks  here — not  the  Prince. 
And  he  finds  a  comforting  unction  in  the  memory,  for  he 
claims  that  these  music-laden  soul-sighs  have  echoed  all  over 
the  continent,  have  sounded  the  first  notes  of  freedom  in  Italy, 
have  helped  to  unmanacle  commerce  and  to  extend  the  suffrage. 
But  now  he  is  no  longer  content  to  be  a  mere  Voice — he  is  a 
saviour  of  society  ;  re-enter  thePrince. 

Onoe  pedestalled  on  earth, 
To  act,  not  speak,  I  found  earth  was  not  air. 
I  saw  that  multitude  of  mine,  and  not 
The  nakedness  and  nuUi^  of  air 
Fit  only  for  a  voice  to  float  in  free. 
Such  eyes  I  saw  that  craved  the  light  alone, 
Such  mouths  that  wanted  bread  and  nothing  else, 
Such  hands  that  supplicated  handiwork, 
Men  with  the  wives,  and  women  with  the  babes, 
Yet  all  these  pleading  just  to  live,  not  die  1 

So  he  labors  on,  declining  extreme  measures,  sustaining  the 
framework  of  things,  keeping  the  strain  equal  at  every  point, 
insisting  on  the  general  weal,  patiently  helping  on  the  slow 
millennium.  The  review  of  his  work  (stated  in  the  earlier 
part  of  the  poem,  however)  affords  him  reasonable  satisfaction  : 

I  think  that  to  have  held  the  balance  straight 
For  twenty  years  say,  weighing  daim  and  daim, 
And  giving  each  its  due,  no  less,  no  more, 
This  was  good  service  to  humanity. 
Right  usage  of  my  power  in  head  and  heart, 
And  reasonable  pie^  beside. 
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His  twenty  years  are  up,  and  lie  steps  down.  The  verdict 
upon  his  "  equable  sustainment  every  where  "  is  no  compliment 
People  demand  some  great  thing,  and  the  settled  welfare  of  years 
is  unsatisfying.  No  brilliant  war  has  distinguished  his  adminis- 
tration— nothing  but  humdrum  peace.  No  magnificent  public 
works,  no  expansion  of  boundari^,  no  increase  of  domain,  no 
famous  expedition,  no  splendid  diplomacy, — nothing  but  a 
steady  pull  at  prosy  commerce  and  trade,  nothing  but  daily 
work  and  daily  wage.  A  plodding  people,  and  drowsy  prince  I 
So  much  for  the  judgment  of  the  mob.  So  much  for  the  com- 
mon sense  of  the  common  mass.  Forever  unthinking,  irre- 
sponsible, inconsistent;  better  suited  with  such  a  leader  as 
Caligula  of  old,  when  some  who  mourned  for  his  dead  sister 
he  punished  because  they  ought  to  have  known  she  was  a 
goddess,  and  some  who  bore  her  departure  with  dry  eyes  he 
butchered  because  they  ought  to  have  remembered  she  was  the 
sister  of  the  emperor.  They  doubtless  remembered  after  that 
The  Prince  might  well  have  been  both  exasperated  and  dis- 
gusted with  his  illogical  subjects.  But  he  is  magnanimous, 
and  forbears.  He  looks  at  them  in  sadness  and  silence.  He 
calls  to  mind  with  lyotherly  sympathy  a  certain  statue  in 
Eome,  and  almost  feels  that  the  dead  marble  can  sympathize 
with  him  even  if  his  people  cannot 

Just  the  judgment  passed 
Upon  a  statue,  luckless  like  myself, 
I  saw  at  Rome  once  I     'Twas  some  artist's  whim 
To  cover  all  the  aooessories  dose 
r  the  group,  and  leave  you  only  Laocoon 
With  neither  sons  nor  serpents  to  denote 
,  The  purpose  of  his  gesture.    Then  a  crowd 
Was  called  to  try  the  question,  criticize 
Wherefore  such  energy  of  legs  and  arms, 
Nay,  eyeballs,  startmg  from  the  sodcet.    One— 
I  give  him  leave  to  write  my  history — 
Only  one  said  "  I  think  the  gesture  strives 
Against  some  obstacle  we  cannot  see." 
All  the  rest  made  their  minds  up.     "  'Tis  a  yawn 
Of  sheer  fatigue  subsiding  to  repose : 
The  statute's  *  Somnolency '  dear  enough  t  ^ 

And  that  is  what  the  Prince  gets  for  his  pains.  Twenty 
years  of  sleepless  vigilance,  of  solicitude  that  hovers  ubiquitous 
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over  every  point  of  the  restless  throDg,  his  hand  never  loosed 
from  the  central  controlling  lever  to  the  vast  movement,  his 
heart  never  free  from  the  fellowship  of  suflfering,  his  brain 
never  tired  of  watching  and  working  for  the  interests  of  the 
great  mass — ^a  life  of  incessant  strain — to  be  told  at  the  end 
that  he  has  been  sound  asleep  I  The  statue's  Somnolency, 
clear  enough  I  In  these  radical  days  such  is  apt  to  be  the  fate 
of  the  conservative. 

There  are  some  keen  touches  of  human  nature  sprinkled 
along  the  lines  which  lead  to  this  ill-starred  unluck.  Notably, 
one  passage  which  uses  the  myth  of  Hercules  to  illustrate  the 
views  of  the  mob  as  to  the  comparative  value  of  splendid 
exploit  and  enduring  toil. 

Now,  observe, 
Snfltainmg  is  no  brOliaat  sell-display 
Like  knocking  down,  or  even  setting  up : 
Much  bustle  these  necessitate ;  and  still 
To  vulgar  eye,  the  mightier  of  the  myth 
Is  Hercules,  who  substitutes  his  own 
For  Atlas*  shoulder  and  supports  the  globe 
A  whole  day, — ^not  the  passive  and  obscure 
Atlas  who  bore,  ere  Hercules  was  bom, 
And  is  to  go  on  bearing  that  same  Ibad 
When  Hercules  turns  ash  on  CBta^s  top. 
*Tis  the  transition-stage,  the  tug  and  strain, 
That  strike  men:  standing  still  is  stupid-like. 

After  all,  the  actual  facts  in  a  given  case  make  only  half  the 
story.  Every  coin  has  its  two  faces,  and  both  are  essential  to 
its  current  meaning.  Every  man  has  his  alter-ego.  Every  act 
stands  over  against  its  opposite  choice.  What  is,  may  always 
be  matched  with  what  might  have  been.  Accordingly  the 
Prince  lights  another  havana,  turns  a  fresh  page,  and  consoles 
himself  and  the  rosy-cheecked  unit  who  composes  his  audience 
by  adding  to  the  realities  just  recited  an  appendix  of  ideal 
history. 

Hear  what  I  never  was,  but  might  have  been, 
I'  the  better  world  where  goes  tobacco-smoke  I 
Here  lie  the  dozen  volumes  of  my  life : 
(Did  I  say  "  lie"  ?  the  pregnant  word  will  serve.) 

*  *  «  *  * 

Something  like  this  the  unwritten  chapter  reads. 
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Hohenatiel-Schwangaa  has  her  assembly,  as  is  her  right  She 
appoints  the  Prince  for  its  head,  as  is  also  her  right  At  the 
end  of  his  long  term  of  service,  much  to  the  surprise  of  the 
knaves  and  fools,  who  judge  him  by  themselves,  and  expect  of 
him  a  coup-cFetat  to  keep  his  power,  he  lays  aside  the  insignia 
of  office  and  descends  to  the  common  level,  a  plain  citizen 
again,  his  duty  done.  Little  space  is  needful  for  the  wonder- 
ment to  spend  itself,  and  then  up  spring  all  these  same  knaves 
and  fools,  pushing  forward  each  his  one  hobby,  clamoring  each 
for  authority  and  rule,  crowding  each  the  rights  of  the  rest,  and 
all  alike  preying  upon  the  common  weaL  Order  gives  place  to 
anarchy,  and  anarchy  itself  rushes  on  to  chaos  and  riot.  There 
is  nothing  for  it  but  to  put  the  Prince  atop  of  the  struggling 
mass  once  more,  give  him  dictatorial  power,  and  let  these  var- 
lets  feel  the  wholesome  grip  of  law. 

There  waa  uprising,  masks  dropped,  flags  unfurled, 

Weapons  outflourished  in  the  wind,  mj  faith  1 

Heavily  did  he  let  his  fist  fall  plmnb 

On  each  perturber  of  the  public  peace, 

No  matter  whose  the  wagging  head  it  broke. 

Lively  times  these.  The  Prince  describes  con  amore.  His 
righteous  indignation  fairly  blazes  again  when  he  recalls  an 
ideal  smash  of  his  ponderous  authority  which  annihilated  whole 
battalions  of  political  vermin ;  and  he  chuckles  with  grim 
humor  when  he  remembera  how  many  swaggering  coxcombs 
were  suddenly  pinched  out  of  being : — 

What  foolishness 
Of  dust  or  feather  proved  importunate 
And  fell  'twixt  thumb  and  finger,  found  them  gripe 
To  detriment  of  bulk  and  buoyancy. 

And  doubtless,  when  the  Prince  got  through  with  them, 
crowds  more  of  the  malcontents  could  have  sorely  sympathized 
with  Bessus,  the  well-castigated  poltroon  in  Beaumont  and 
Fletcher^s  "  King  and  no  King" — 

All  my  whole  body's  but  one  bruise  with  beating ; 
I  think  I  have  been  cudgelled  by  all  nations, 
And  almost  all  religions  I 

This  sort  of  energy  soon  settles  things,  and  once  more  "  order 
reigns  in  Warsaw."    The  work  of  repression  has  been  done 
VOL.  xxxiii.  88 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


602       Prince  Hohenatiel-Schvxingau^  Saviour  of  Society.     [July, 

thoroughly  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  honest  mind&  Then 
comes  the  "  inevitable  comment"  of  those  to  whom  the  general 
gain  is  loss.  This  Bluebeard,  they  matter,  has  wasted  blood : 
he  might  have  forewarned  the  mob,  and  they  would  have  gone 
quietly  home  to  their  shops  and  trades ;  yet  he  pounced  upon 
them  unheralded,  and  now  look  at  the  fall  prisons  and  the 
busy  gallow&  But  the  Prince  goes  straight  on  with  his  work, 
sustained  by  all  who  love  truth  and  are  loyal  to  honor  and 
order.  Timid  and  prudent  in  handling  the  general  movement, 
he  has  no  nice  scruples  when  a  flagrant  wrong  rears  its  front — 
he  swoops  upon  that  with  sudden  extinction.  Let  the  critics 
clamor.  He  knows  his  business.  What  if  worldly  Sagacity 
counsels  war,  to  keep  the  canaille  employed,  to  vindicate  the 
importance  of  Hohenstiel-Schwangau,  to  avert  the  too  neigh- 
borly advances  of  crowned  harpies  that  sit  on  their  thrones 
around  the  little  princedom  and  covet  and  covet  all  day  long? 
He  will  have  none  of  it 

While  I  hAve  role, 

Undentand  l^-mr  for  war's  aake,  war  lor  tbid  sake 

0'  the  good  war  geta  you  aa  war's  aole  excuse, 
.    Is  damnable  and  damned  shall  be.    You  want 

Gloiy  ?    Why  so  do  I,  and  so  does  God. 

Where  is  it  found, — ^in  this  paraded  shame-^ 

One  particle  of  e^iy?    Once  you  warred 

For  liberty  against  the  world,  and  won: 

There  was  the  glory.    Now,  you  fain  would  war 

Because  the  neighbor  prospers  overmuch, — 

Because  there  has  been  silence  half -an-hour, 

Like  heaven  on  earth,  without  a  cannon-shot 

Announcing  Hohenstielers-Schwangauese 

Are  minded  to  disturb  the  jubilee, — 

Because  the  loud  tradition  echoes  faint. 

And  who  knows  but  posterity  may  doubt 

If  the  great  deeds  were  ever  done  at  all, 

Much  less  believe,  were  such  to  do  again, 

So  the  event  would  follow ;  therefore,  prove 

The  old  power,  at  the  expense  of  somebody  I 

Whereupon  the  Prince — or  it  may  be  the  bard — ^goes  on  to 
pursue  the  bubble  glory  with  rapid  and  remorseless  irony,  and 
chases  and  hunts  it  down  until  it  is  punctured  and  slashed  into 
a  thousand  atoms.  But  he  does  not  leave  the  arena  of  his 
exploit  without  declaring  one  grand  exception,  and  a  noble 
utterance  it  is : — 
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I  foresee  and  I  announce 
Neoeaaity  of  warfare  in  one  oaae, 
Fbr  one  caiue :  one  way  I  bid  broach  the  blood 
0'  the  world.    9or  truth  and  right,  and  only  ri^t 
And  trathf—righti  truth,  on  the  absolute  scale  of  Qod, 
No  pettiness  of  man's  admeasurement, — 
In  such  case  only,  and  for  such  one  cause, 
Fight  your  hearts  out,  whaterer  fate  betide 
Hands  enefgetic  to  the  uttermost  1 
lienotl    Bndure  no  lie  whioiineeds  your  heart 
And  hand  to  push  it  out  of  mankind's  path — 

which  is  sound  doctrine,  and  wholesome. 

Worldly  Sagacity  finds  it  hard  to  manage  this  man.  He 
cannot  be  persuaded  to  do  anything  from  motives  of  interest 
or  policy.  He  must  have  the  naked  truth;  nothing  less,  or 
more,  or  different.  And  when  he  is  urged  to  confirm  all  he 
has  accomplished  by  "wedding  the  pick  o*  the  world"  and 
handing  down  this  wise  knack  at  ruling  to  an  heir  whose  wis- 
dom shall  outdo  his  own,  he  punishes  that  fallacy  also  with  a 
wrath  still  more  bitter  and  fierce  than  he  had  wreaked  upon 
glory ;  and  cannot  resist  the  temptation  to  aflSx  a  terrific  bar- 
sinister  on  the  escutcheon  of  every  reigning  monarch  around 
him — heirs  to  the  "right  divine"  by  sheerest  luck.  This 
sounds  more  like  a  bit  of  irascibility  on  the  part  of  the  bard, 
than  a  genuine  conviction  of  the  Prince,  for  being  of  royal  flesh 
his  highness  occupies  the  same  glass  house  at  which  he  hurls 
such  a  paving  stone.  Sane  men  do  not  commonly  cast  reflec- 
tions on  their  own  pedigree. 

Here  the  Prince  rouses  himself  and  looks  around. 

Where  is  the  bud-mouthed  arbitreBS  ?    A  nod 
Out-Homering  Homer  1 

and  for  aught  that  appears,  she  is  still  asleep.  The  Princess 
peroration  of  some  sixty  or  seventy  lines  more  would  not  prob- 
ably disturb  her  slumbers.  From  this  point  he  abdicates  the 
poetical  office  and  descends  fix)m  the  winged  horse  on  which  he 

has  ambled  thus  far : — 

Plain 
Pedestrian  speech  shall  help  me  perorate. 

That  is,  for  the  rest  of  the  way  he  will  foot  it  I  have  several 
times  footed  it  after  him,  and  confess  to  a  singular  fatality  in 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


504        Prince  Hohenstid-Schtoangau,  Saviour  of  Society,    [July, 

coming  out  every  time  about  where  I  went  in.  It  is  not  easy 
to  see  just  what  the  conclusion  means,  and  most  of  us  may 
expect  to  "die  without  the  sight."  Very  likely,  in  view  of 
such  abnormal  dullness,  Mr.  Browning  might  suggest  the  appli- 
cability of  a  simile  which  occurs  within  a  page  or  two  of  the 
close,  where,  speaking  of  the  contrast  between  that  which  passes 
in  the  soul  and  the  same  thing  when  brought  forth  and  uttered, 
he  says, 

But  where  one  oeaaes  to  soliloquize, 
Somehow  the  moUves,  that  did  weU  enough 
r  the  darkness,  when  jou  bring  them  into  light 
Are  found,  like  those  famed  cave-fish,  to  lack  eye 
And  organ  for  the  upper  magnitudes. 

But  even  if  the  present  study  should  betray  a  lack  of  eye  and 
organ  for  these  upper  magnitudes,  it  is  no  less  a  sore  evil  under 
the  sun  if  a  poet  cannot  so  express  his  &ncies  as  to  make  them 
intelligible  to  the  great  mass  of  his  brethren  and  sisters  who 
speak  the  same  mother  tongue  with  himself.  We  allow  to 
poetry  such  indulgence  of  archaic  phrase,  of  abbreviation,  of 
ellipsis  and  inversion,  as  would  be  tabu  in  prose,  upon  every 
principle  of  right  method  or  good  taste.  But  when  a  poet 
assumes  the  right  divine  to  stir  his  syntax  like  porridge,  he 
must  be  admitted  to  be,  what  Mr.  Browning  is  called  by  a 
writer  in  St  Paulas,  the  Carlyle  of  versa  Even  though  he 
be  a  genius,  he  walks  disorderly,  and  the  great  fellowship  of 
the  finest  and  sweetest  minds  will  not  walk  with  him,* 


*  There  is  some  sound  sense  in  the  furious  flagellation  Mr.  De  Quino^  adminis- 
ters to  poor  Keats  for  the  similar  liberties  he  took  in  his  Endymion,  though  he 
grows  so  wrathy  as  he  lays  on  the  lashes,  that  one  cannot  help  laughing  at  his 
passion,  and  fancying  that  the  victim  himself  would  have  joined  in  the  fun,  if  he 
had  not  already  been  "  snuffed  out  by  an  article  "  some  time  before. 

"  But  there  is  another  fault  in  Keats,"  says  Mr.  De  Quinoey,  "of  the  first  mag- 
nitude, which  youth  does  not  palliate,  which  youth  even  aggravates.  This  lies  in 
the  most  shocking  abuse  of  his  mother-tongue.  If  there  is  one  thing  in  this  world 
that,  next  after  the  flag  of  his  country  and  its  spotless  honor,  should  be  wholly  in 
the  eyes  of  a  young  poet, — ^it  is  the  language  of  his  ooxmtry.  He  should  spend 
the  third  part  of  his  life  in  studying  this  language  and  cultivating  its  total  re- 
sources. He  should  be  willing  to  pluck  out  his  right  eye,  or  to  circumnavigate 
the  globe,  if  by  such  a  sacrifice,  if  by  such  an  exertion,  he  could  attain  to  greater 
purity,  precision,  compass,  or  idiomatic  energy  of  diction.  This  if  he  were  even 
a  Kalmuck  Tartar,  who  by  the  way  ?ias  the  good  feeling  and  patriotism  to  pride 
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A  millennium  is  coming,  and  now  is,  in  which  all  artists  of  ex- 
pression,' whether  with  voice  or  pen,  with  chisel  or  brush,  in 
poetry  or  prose,  will  recognize  the  demand  of  their  feUow  men 
for  the  absolute  truth,  and  truth  clearly  put  There  will  be 
abundant  room  for  the  most  unique  utterances  of  original  think- 
ing, for  the  most  unexpected  effects  of  color  and  form,  for  the 
most  delicate  touches  of  gossamer  fancy ;  there  will  be  no  clip- 
ping of  any  of  these,  no  restraint,  no  short  tether  to  imagination, 
no  hood  upon  the  eyes  of  reason ;  absolute  freedom  in  all  direc- 
tions, for  every  possible  phase  of  that  which  is  intrinsically 
good,  and  tasteful,  and  true ;  but  in  all  and  through  all  a  per- 
vasive transparency,  clear  as  crystal  The  impatient  world  will 
not  stay  to  read  the  hysterical  prose  of  Carlyle,  nor  to  **  go  sol- 
emnly spelling  out"  the  obscurities  of  Browning,  nor  to  sit 
mystified  at  the  feet  of  the  sphynx  of  Concord.  Whoever  has 
a  message  to  the  race,  be  he  poet  or  priest,  story-teller  or  savant, 
he  must  put  it  in  terms  which  will  be  clear  to  the  average 
mind,  or  to  which  at  least  the  mind  in  its  best  estate  can  read- 
ily adjust  itself.  The  age  is  hard  beset  by  some  of  the  keenest 
of  questions,  concerning  not  simply  the  transient  society  of  this 
life,  but  the  higher  ends  and  services  of  the  life  to  come ;  and 
it  has  a  right  to  demand — ^it  does  demand — ^&om  all  who 
assume  to  be  its  instructors,  not  only  the  help  of  hard  think- 
ing, but  the  courtesy  of  clear  statement 

himself  upon  his  beastly  language.  But  Keats  was  an  Bnglishman;  Keats  had 
the  honor  to  speak  the  language  of  Ohauoer,  Shakspeare,  Baoon,  Milton,  Newton. 
The  more  awful  was  the  obligation  of  his  allegiance.  And  yet  upon  this  mother- 
tongue,  upon  this  English  language,  has  Keats  trampled  as  with  the  hoofs  of  a 
builalo.  With  its  syntax,  with  its  prosody,  with  its  idiom,  he  has  played  such  fan- 
tastic tricks  as  could  enter  only  into  the  heart  of  a  barbarian,  and  for  which  only 
the  anarchy  of  Chaos  could  furnish  a  forgiving  audience." 
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Akticlb  IV.— reminiscences   OP   DR   ISAAC    NORD- 

HEIMER. 

In  the  month  of  September,  1889,  Isaac  Nordheimer  could 
be  seen  in  the  yard  of  the  Mansion  House  at  Andover,  Mass., 
under  the  shade  of  its  trees  (for  the  weather  was  warm),  seated 
at  a  table,  with  no  book  near  him,  not  even  a  Bible,  writing  a 
Concordance,  in  the  Hebrew  tongue,  of  the  Word  of  God,  as 
that  Word  came  in  the  Old  Dispensation,  to  the  chosen  people. 

With  the  exception  of  Julius  Furst's,  such  a  work  had  not 
been  compiled  since  the  days  of  Buxtorf,  A.D.  1628.  No  one 
had  a  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  Scriptures  to  attempt  it  To 
do  so,  it  required  that  every  text  of  the  sacred  writings  should 
be  committed  to  memory  ;  that  thus  the  mind  might  trace,  with- 
out the  aid  of  a  book^  the  place  and  occasion  of  any  single 
word,  from  Genesis  to  Malachi.  This  knowledge  Nordheimer 
possessed  ;  hence  his  insight  into  the  structure  of  the  Hebrew 
language.  He  could  watch  its  growth  through  two  thousand 
years,  the  period  in  which  it  was  formed.  He  could  see  its 
changes,  for  he  had  them  all  before  him  in  one  book — the  Old 
Testament  And  he  had  them  in  chronological  order,  so  that 
he  knew  where  the  expressions  took  variety  of  form  with  the 
incoming  and  expansion  of  ideas,  and  where  events  as  they 
came  in  added  to  the  vocabulary.  As  a  stream  observed  by 
one  who  had  sufficient  sweep  of  vision  to  take  in  its  whole 
course,  would  reveal  much  of  the  laws  of  rivers  to  a  discerning 
and  reflective  eye ;  so,  as  Nordheimer's  memory  laid  before  his 
observing  faculties  the  whole  current  of  sacred  phrase  pressed 
out  of  the  soul  of  Abraham's  race,  from  the  days  of  Moses  to 
the  building  of  the  second  temple,  his  philosophic  spirit  took 
hold  of  the  words  thus  presented,  and  from  their  origin,  and 
progress,  their  additions,  and  inflections,  discovered  the  nature 
and  ways  of  the  Hebrew  language.  As  "  the  principal  words, 
both  notional  and  relational,  contained  in  the  Hebrew  Scrip- 
tures," thus  stood  out  before  him,  with  all  the  forms  in  which 
they  appear,  and  all  the  connections  in  which  these  forms  are 
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severally  to  be  found,  with  the  places  where  they  occur,  he  had 
the  Concordance  in  bis  mind ;  and  it  only  required  time  to 
make  lexicons,  and  grammars,  and  to  write  down  what  seemed 
to  be  the  rule  and  law  of  the  mind's  working  when  it  put  it- 
self forth  in  expression.  Hence  his  Grammar,  so  thorough,  so 
profound.  Hence  his  Article  in  the  Princeton  Review  on  Fiirst ; 
an  Article  which  so  absorbed  Prof.  Stuart  of  Andover,  who 
commenced  reading  it  in  the  early  part  of  the  afternoon,  and 
who  finished  it  only  as  the  sun  went  down,  to  the  neglect  of  an 
engagement  made  with  Dr.  Nordheimer  for  six  o'clock,  that, 
when  he  met  its  author  at  the  door  of  the  seminary,  too  late  to 
rectify  the  omission,  he  exclaimed,  as  he  caught  Dr.  Nord- 
heimer's  hands  in  his,  *'  I  ask  your  pardon  a  thousand  times :  I 
should  have  been  at  my  house,  but  I  strolled  into  the  reading- 
room,  long  before  the  time  appointed  to  see  you,  and  there  I 
found  in  the  Beperiory  an  Article  on  Fiirst,  written  by  whom  I 
cannot  imagine,  for  who  in  the  world  has  knowledge  so  to  ana- 
lyze grammars,  and  undergird  lexicons,  and  light  up  the  haunts 
where  language  has  been  hiding  7"  And  as  Prof.  Stuart  poured 
out  in  this  way  his  soul  of  praise  in  sentence  after  sentence, 
"  O,  I  did  forgive  him  every  thing  he  ever  did  I  could  not  like, 
and  every  thing  he  forgot  to  do  about  me,  or  my  Grammar," 
said  the  grateful  and  childlike  Nordheimer,  as  he  described  the 
scena  At  that  moment  the  unknown  grammarian  had  some- 
thing of  the  joy  he  afterwards  experienced,  when  Dr.  Addison 
Alexander,  having  placed  him  in  his  own  chair  at  Princeton 
to  lecture,  while  he  sat  at  his  feet,  exclaimed :  '*  Either  I  have 
received  new  eyes,  or  Hebrew  grammar  a  new  aspect,  from  this 
young  German ;  for  what  was  once  a  howling  wilderness  now 
buds  and  blossoms  as.the  rose;"  The  truth  is,  Nordheimer  had 
made  discoveries  in  the  formative  laws  of  language,  and  to 
such  an  extent,  that  Prof  B.  B.  Edwards  urged  him  to  apply 
the  process  to  the  elucidation  of  inexplicable  irregularities  in  the 
German  and  English  tongues.  Into  the  nature,  into  the  mate- 
rial of  the  declensions,  reducing  them  from  Stuart's  thirteen, 
and  Gesenius's  nine,  to  four ;  into  the  working  and  creation  of 
the  verbs,  he  pressed  his  inventive  soul ;  accounting  for  the 
uprising  of  the  irregular  ones,  on  the  ground  that  the  regular 
verbs  could  not,  without  violation  of  all  proper  laws  of  speech, 
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reduplicate  their  consonants  sufficiently,  when  guttural,  to  give 
the  intensive  sense  required  ;  and  that  therefore  new  ones  called 
irregular,  but  normally  constituted,  had  to  appear.  No  wonder 
Prol  Alexander,  when  reviewing  Nordheimer*s  Grammar,  writes, 
*'  This  new  work  requires  no  painful  effort  of  memory  to  keep 
its  parts  in  order ;  the  perusal  in  it  of  the  most  thorny  part  of 
Hebrew  grammar  opens  a  vista  superior  in  clearness,  extent, 
and  beauty,  to  that  exhibited  by  any  other  writer.  Nothing 
but  the  fear  of  being  thought  to  deal  in  sweeping  panegyric, 
prevents  our  speaking  in  the  highest  terms  "  etc.* 

In  a  private  letter,  Prof.  Eood,  who  was  for  ten  years  Presi- 
dent of  the  Theological  Seminary  and  instructor  in  Hebrew  at 
Gilmanton,  N.  H.,  writes :  "I  think  Nordheimer's masterly  pow- 
er, that  in  which  he  excelled  other  writers,  such  as  the  Kinchis, 
Ewald,  Gesenius,  and  Prof.  Stuart,  consisted  in  the  magnificent 
ease  and  absolute  perfection  of  his  analyses.  I  think  that  this 
talent  was  so  much  a  part  of  his  nature,  that  he  may  have  been 
quite  unooncious  of  it  When  his  mind  turned  itself  in  a  di- 
rection that  called  for  the  exercise  of  this  faculty,  it  seemed 
like  an  eagle  soaring  over  the  heights,  and  yet  peering  into  all 
below.  He  could  separate  elements,  and  throw  aside  all  but 
the  indispensable.  He  made  the  whole  of  the  Hebrew  gram- 
mar so  simple,  that  a  child  can  understand  it,  and  can  learn  the 
Hebrew  declensions  in  the  time  required  to  see  and  commit  the 
case-endings  of  the  first  declension  in  the  Latin  nouns.  By  a 
single  stroke,  he  unfolds  the  whole  philosophy  of  the  verbs, 
and  the  suffixes.  With  such  help,  one  may  certainly  learn  He- 
brew without  beating  his  head  against  the  wall  of  bis  cell,  as 
Jerome  did,  because  he  could  not  get  the  Hebrew  with  it" 

It  was  when  crossing  the  ocean,  on  his  .way  to  America,  that 
his  grammar  came  to  him.  There  he  had  a  little  time  for  rest 
and  reflection.  For  eight  years  he  had  been  teaching,  in  a 
mechanical  way,  the  dry  details  of  the  Hebrew  language,  in  a 
German  University.  But  as  quiet,  and  the  wide  expanse,  and 
new  scenes  began  to  excite  his  soul,  the  creative  faculty  that 
was  in  him  plumed  itself  and  wrought  To  use  his  own  words, 
"  While  I  was  oh  the  vessel's  deck,  the  night  so  grand,  so  still, 
my  grammar  did  come  down  upon  my  soul:  I  could  not  eat,  I 

*  Frwoeton  B^periory^  p.  199,  yoL  x,  1868. 
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could  not  sleep.  For  three  long  weeks  I  could  not  sleep :  but 
I  did  pray  to  God,  if  he  would  spare  my  life,  till  I  could  write 
my  book,  then  I  would  gladly  die.  And  God  did  spare  my 
life,  and  I  did  write  my  book." 

After  reaching  New  York,  he  went  immediately  to  New 
Haven,  and  commenced  writing  his  discoveries.  There  Prof. 
Gibbs  visited  him,  and  obtained  his  theory  of  the  vowel  sounds. 
After  the  manuscript  was  completed,  Dr.  Nordheimer  took  it  to  a 
publisher,*  and  asked  him  to  print  it  A  member  of  the  firm 
said,  *'The  letters  are  peculiar,  what  is  it?"  Dr.  N.  answered, 
^^  A  Hebrew  Grammar."  The  gentleman  then  pointed  to  a  well 
filled  row  of  shelves,  containing  Gon&nt's  translation  of  Gesenius 
and  said,  **  Those  are  Hebrew  Grammars,  and  there  they  re- 
main;" then  to  another  row,  saying,  ^^  Those  are  Stuart's,  and  no 
shelf  is  depleted ;"  then  to  another,  containing  Bush's,  per- 
haps with  a  similar  observation:  and  finally  pointing  to  an 
empty  set  of  shelves,  said,  "  And  yours  will  go  up  there,  and 
stay  there  ;"  adding,  "  This  country  don't  care  much  for  Hebrew 
grammara"  Nordheimer  answered,  "  My  book  is  for  the  teach- 
ers, not  for  the  pupils."  The  publisher  added,  "  There  are  too 
many  such  books  for  the  demand."  Nordheimer  replied,  "  You 
do  not  know  my  book ;  if  there  is  not  discovery  on  every  page, 
you  may  have  my  book."  The  impassive  publisher  said, 
"  Your  book  will  dia"  Turning  pale,  Nordheimer,  raising  the 
roll  of  manuscript  in  his  hand,  threw  it  on  the  counter,  saying 
in  broken  English,  *'Den  I  will  die  wid  my  book,"  and  turned 
to  leave  the  store.  The  head  of  the  firm  seeing  his  emotion, 
and  himself  not  without  feeling,  said,  "Don't  take  it  so  hard,  I 
will  request  some  gentlemen  to  examine  your  work."  And 
true  to  his  word,  he  placed  the  manuscript  in  the  hands  of  a 
committee,  among  whom,  if  I  mistake  not,  was  Dr.  Shroeder. 
The  committee  reported  favorably.  At  the  time  appointed, 
Nordheimer  returned,  and  it  was  said  to  him,  "  We  will  publish 
your  book."  He  replied,  "I  did  not  ask  you  to  publish;  I 
did  ask  you  to  print  my  book ;  I  know  what  is  in  my  book." 
And  it  was  printed,  and  brought  fiune  and  revenue  to  its 
author.     The  power  of  the  verb,  and  the  causes  of  its  promi- 

*Not  Wiley  &  Putnam. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


610  Seminiacencea  of  Nordheimer.  [July, 

nence  in  all  language,  well  styled  verb,  verbum,  Ihe  wcrd^  stood 
out  from  that  hour  before  the  eyes  of  students,  as  never  befora 
Why,  in  the  Hebrew,  the  pronoun  followed  the  verb  in  its  de- 
clension, instead  of  going  before  it,  as  in  the  English,  was  ex- 
plained. And  why  the  third  person  anteceded  the  second,  and 
the  second  the  first  If,  in  the  Bnglish  tongue,  in  the  conjugation 
of  its  verbs,  but  few  can  tell  why  the  word  "  did  "  indicates  the 
past,  and  the  word  ''  shall  "  denotes  the  future  tense ;  no  such 
obscurities  were  left  unexplained  by  Nordheimer  in  his  treat- 
ment of  the  evolution  of  the  Hebrew  verb.  According  to 
necessary  order,  and  well  ascertained  law,  its  parts  were  shown 
to  be  united.  Reflection  came  in,  and  helped  memory  to  com- 
mit without  effort  what  hitherto  had  been  an  intolerable 
burden.  A  single  statement  of  his  reason  why  the  kawmets 
was  used  in  the  absolute  infinitive,  and  the  sheva  in  the  infini- 
tive construct,  fixed  forever  the  use  and  form  of  those  tenses 
in  the  student's  mind.  Similar  statements  as  to  the  changes  in 
other  parts  of  the  verb,  and  in  all  parts  of  the  Hebrew  speech, 
where  reasons  were  given  for  unexplained  departures,  lifted 
the  obscurity  from  the  ancient  writings,  and  opened  wide  their 
treasures  to  any  moderately  industrious  mind.  Thus  no  one  is 
surprised,  that  with  such  a  preparation,  and  such  habits  of 
close  thinking,  there  should  have  arisen  from  the  young  Ger- 
man's soul,  and  is  now  printed  in  the  introduction  to  his  gram- 
mar, a  theory  of  the  formation  of  language,  which  stands  like 
an  adamantine  gate,  guarding  and  yet  opening  the  way  to 
future  philological  research.  Nor  did  the  Hebrew  teacher's 
toil  confine  itself  to  words,  and  their  changes.  He  interpreted 
their  n.eaning,  and  shed  light  on  dark  passages. 

If  one  spoke  to  him  of  the  tower  of  Babel,  he  would  say, 
'^  for  a  sign  or  tower, ''  in  order  that  they,  a  nomadic  people, 
might  not  be  separated,  was  that  tower  erected ;  not  to  scale 
Heaven,  nor  to  take  refuge  in,  during  another  fiood ;  but  for  a 
sign,  "lest  they  be  scattered,"  was  it  built 

If  he  was  asked  to  explain  an  obscure  passage  spoken  by 
Lamech  to  his  wives,  who  appeared  to  be  jealous,  he  would  say, 
"  Ah,  that  was  to  teach  early,  that  it  was  not  best  to  have  two  at 
a  time "  (Nordheimer  was  not  married).  Polygamy  was  not 
approved.      "  Addah  and  Zillah,"  said  the  alarmed  husband, 
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wlio  overheard  the  enraged  rudimental  women  threatening  his 
life,  because  of  a  jealousy  on  the  part  of  each  that  his  marital 
affections  had  been  unequally  distributed,  "  Addah  and  Zillah, 
I  can  slay  a  man,  I  have  wounded  a  young  man.  I  am  vigorous 
and  can  do  battle ;  and  know  too,  if  Cain,  who  was  a  murderer, 
was  to  be  avenged  seven-fold,  on  those  'who  should  destroy 
him,  much  more  shall  Lamech,  a  just  man,  ^  seven  times 
seventy '  be  avenged,  on  man  or  woman  who  shall  secretly 
plot  against  his  Ufa'' 

To  give  his  analysis  of  Ecclesiastes,  and  other  books,  would 
require  too  much  space ;  it  is  already  printed  in  the  Bibliotheca 
Sacra ;  but  to  the  application  of  his  principles  of  interpretation 
to  Scripture  he  was  just  beginning  to  give  himself,  when  it 
became  apparent  that  unremitting  toil  had  disintegrated  the 
fibre  of  his  fiesh,  and  the  edge  of  his  spirit  had  cut  the  scab- 
bard through.  At  thirty-two  his  hand  grew  too  weak  to  write ; 
soon  his  tongue  refused  to  lecture,  in  the  chair  he  filled  so 
regnantly  in  the  Union  Seminary ;  and  he  died. 

Platonism  and  Judaism,  thorough  as  was  his  knowledge  of 
them,  and  deeply  as  in  early  life  the  systems  had  taken  root 
in  his  soul,  he  laid  aside.  His  mental  wants  were  greater  than 
these  could  meet  In  this  respect,  his  mind's  history  was  not 
■unlike  that  of  Neander.  He  studied  Christianity ;  he  revered 
it  With  great  pain  he  alluded  to  a  sermon  he  heard  at 
Andover,  in  which  the  student,  as  he  thought,  had  not  grasped 
or  properly  arranged,  and  pointed,  the  fiicts  confirmatory  of 
the  Bedeemer's  resurrection.  Truly  his  was  an  inquiring,  a 
veracious,  and  a  receptive  souL  And  as  he  threaded  his  way 
along  the  aisles  of  the  Christian  churches,  meekly  bending  his 
form,  as  he  would,  in  meditation,  and  absorbed  supplication, 
one  could  not  help  thinking  of  the  words,  **  Other  sheep  I  have 
which  are  not  of  this  fold."  If  to  the  Israelite  in  whom  is  no 
guile  great  things  are  revealed,  things  making  the  Son  of  God 
their  centre,  and  radiating  firom  Him,  as  firom  the  head  of  a 
kingdom,  and  moving,  as  did  angels,  to  and  fro  on  the  ladder's 
rounds,  can  it  be  supposed  that  the  conscientious,  inquiring, 
broad,  reflective,  devout,  faithfiil  Nordheimer  was  left  without 
such  a  portion  of  the  knowledge  of  Jesus  as  the  Holy  Ghost 
taketh  and  sheweth  unto  men  ?    Judaism  had  fallen  firom  him. 
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Any  '' philosophy "  un&irly  invested  with  that  name  secured 
no  hold  upon  his  thought  Some  described  him  as  ''  uncloth- 
ed f  because  of  what  he  had  thrown  o£  Yet  he  had  "  a  little 
strength/'  And  the  promise  is  ^'  The  same  shall  walk  with  me  in 
white ;  and  I  will  not  blot  out  his  name  from  the  book  of  life." 
There  are  garments  dipped  in  blood ;  bridal  yesture&  And 
now,  when  we  think  of  Nordheimer,  it  is  not  as  unclothed,  but 
^^  clothed  again,"  and  at  the  marriage  supper  of  the  Lamb. 
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AraioLE  v.— SALMON  QroDINGS. 

Let  us  go  back,  in  the  history  of  our  country,  to  the  second 
decade  of  the  century.  Out  of  that  vast,  wild  territory  of  the 
northwest,  lying  beyond  the  original  thirteen,  Ohio  has  been 
carved  as  a  State :  and  Indiana  and  Illinois  have  been  set  up 
as  Territories — ^to  come  into  the  Union  in  1816  and  1818.  The 
colony  of  ex-revolutionary  soldiers  from  Massachusetts,  for 
twenty  years,  has  been  developing  its  settlement  at  Marietta. 
The  New  Connecticut,  as  the  Western  Reserve,  made  in  sur- 
rendering to  the  federal  government  its  belt  across  the  conti- 
nent, is  filling  in  her  domain  with  settlers  from  the  ancient 
commonwealth.  Pioneer  families,  following  the  highways  of 
nature,  float  down  the  Ohio  and  turn  up  the  Wabash,  the  Mis- 
sissippi, and  the  Missouri,  making  a  line  of  occupation  along 
those  rivers.  The  French  Catholic  settlement,  located  in  1682, 
along  the  east  bank  of  the  Father  of  Waters  and  above  the 
mouth  of  the  Ohio,  has  come  on  to  importance,  with  its  centre 
at  Kaskaskia,  which  has  become  the  capital  of  Illinois  Territory. 
Louisiana,  purchased  of  Napoleon  in  1808,  is  just  coming  in 
(1812)  as  a  State,  leaving  Upper  Louisiana  to  be  cut  up  into 
Territories.  One  of  these  is  Missouri,  to  be  admitted  in  1821. 
St  Louis,  located  in  1768  by  La  Clede,  and  named  in  honor  of 
Louis  IX,  is  its  principal  town.  Along  the  eastern  part  of  the 
Territory  other  French  colonies  have  followed,  so  that,  by  the 
time  of  the  annexation,  the  population  has  come  up  to  10,840. 
The  original  inhabitants  were  all  Catholics;  and,  during  the 
Spanish  domination,  no  other  religion  had  been  tolerated.  But 
now,  in  spite  of  Bome,  here  and  there,  Protestant  Americans 
are  pushing  in.  The  school  atlas  of  Morse,  published  in  1828, 
studied  by  many  who  may  read  this  Article,  picturing  to  the 
eye  these  wastes  of  territories,  and  revealing  the  points  of  set- 
tlement by  patches  of  government  surveys  along  the  rivers,  is 
now  a  decided  curiosity. 

At  the  date  of  our  outlook,  the  Home  Missionary  Societies 
of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  were  sending  missionaries 
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into  the  upper  parts  of  New  England  and  out  to  the  new  com- 
munities of  New  York  and  New  Connecticut.  Out  of  that 
divine  ferment  in  Williams  College,  which  gave  life  to  the 
American  Board,  came  also  a  fresh  impulse  in  the  work  of 
Christianizing  our  country.  Samuel  J.  Mills,  the  associate  of 
Judson,  Hall,  NeweU,  Nott,  having  offered  himself  to  these  two 
societies  to  make  a  tour  of  exploration  through  the  western 
States  and  down  to  New  Orleans,  he  and  John  F.  Schermerhorn 
were  thus  oonmiissioned,  while  they  were  also  to  act  for  the 
Bible  cause.  On  horseback,  they  went  forth,  crossing  Pennsyl- 
vania, skirting  Ohio  and  Virginia,  touching  at  Marietta,  Cin- 
cinnati, Lawrencebuig,  Frankfort,  Lexington,  Shawneetown, 
and  Nashville.  Thence,  for  thirty  days,  down  the  Cumberland 
and  the  Mississippi  to  Natchez,  as  the  guests  of  Qen.  Jackson, 
who,  with  fifteen  hundred  volunteers,  was  also  going  down  that 
way  on  a  mission  I  Thence,  after  a  stay  of  a  month,  down  to 
New  Orleans ;  and  hence  back  across  the  territory  of  Missis- 
sippi, throagh  Geoigia,  the  Carolinas,  and  Virginia.  Their 
reports,  as  found  in  the  OontL  Evangelical  Magazine  and  the  Pan- 
cplist,  of  the  statistics  of  ministers  and  churches  of  all  denomi- 
nations in  the  regions  passed  over,  were  probably  the  most  full 
and  accurate  of  anything  of  the  kind  to  be  found  at  that  day. 
The  account  of  their  labors  reads  like  a  chapter  from  the  Acts 
of  the  Apostles.  They  organized  Bible  societies  in  all  the  lead- 
ing towns  along  their  way.  In  New  Orleans  they  gained  the 
consent  of  Bishop  De  Bury  for  the  circulation  of  the  Scriptures 
in  French  among  the  Catholics,  who  were  three-fourths  of  the 
population  of  the  State,  and  in  whose  hands  the  bishop  said  he 
did  not  believe  there  were  ten  copies  of  the  Word  of  God.  In 
that  city  they  found  no  Protestant  church.  For  a  few  weeks 
they  preached  the  Word  and  held  prayer  meeting& 

At  Shawneetown,  III,  on  the  Ohio,  they  fell  in  with  Judge 
Griswold,  of  the  United  States  Court,  formerly  a  Congregational 
minister  in  Connecticut,  who  aided  them  in  their  mission. 
Here  they  wrote  to  Stephen  Hempstead,  of  St  Louis:  "It 
was  our  intention  to  have  gone  through  Illinois  to  St  Louis, 
but  we  were  told  by  a  gentlemen  of  information  that  the  route 
was  not  safe  This  induced  us  to  abandon  it  and  keep  on 
through  Kentucky  and  Tennessee.    We  are  now  on  our  way 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1874]  Salmon  Giddings.  616 

to  New  Orleans.  You  will  oblige  ua  by  sendiiig  a  succinct 
aocount  of  the  state  of  religion  in  Louisiana  and  Illinois  Terri- 
tories, and  what  the  prospect  of  organizing  Congregational  or 
Presbyterian  Churches."  Now  this  Stephen  Hempstead  was 
from  New  London,  Conn.,  where,  in  1787,  he  had  joined  the 
Congregational  Church,  having  been  a  soldier  in  the  Revolu- 
tion. In  1811  he  had  followed  to  St  Louis  his  four  sons,  who 
bad  settled  there  soon  after  the  associatioa  He  replied :  ''  I 
made  it  my  daily  business  to  converse  with  prominent  heads  of 
families  on  the  necessity  of  having  stated  and  regular  worship 
in  this  placa  There  was  no  one  but  expressed  a  desire  to 
have  it,  if  a  clergyman  of  regular  order  (a  Congregationalist  or 
a  Presbyterian  would  be  preferred),  one  of  good  moral  charac- 
ter and  professional  abilities,  could  be  obtained. 

In  1814,  the  Massachusetts  Society  commissioned  Samuel  J. 
Mills  and  Daniel  Smith  to  repeat  that  tour  of  exploration, 
which  was  made  along  the  old  track,  save  that  back  from  New 
Orleans  they  went  around  by  the  ocean.  The  Massachusetts 
and  the  Philadelphia  Bible  Societies  furnished  them  a  supply 
of  Bibles,  and  shared  in  the  expense  of  the  trip.  At  Shawnee 
town  Judge  Griswold  gave  them  letters  to  Gov.  Edwards  at 
Kaskaskia  and  Gov.  Clark  at  St  Louis.  Father  Lippincott 
says :  '*  The  missionaries  made  a  deep  impression  upon  the 
femily  of  Gov.  Bdwarda"  Both  Governors  fell  heartily  into 
their  plans,  as  had  also  Gov.  Posey  of  Indiana.  "  Seest  thou 
a  man  diligent  in  his  business,  he  shall  stand  before  kings.'' 

St  Louis  they  found  a  place  of  two  thousand  people,  three- 
fourths  of  whom  were  French  Catholics.  Of  the  town,  at  that 
date,  Father  Watson  says :  *'  I  have  an  indistinct  recollection 
of  a  tumble-down  French  village,  built  mainly  of  wooden 
slabs  and  poles  set  vertically,  and  well  daubed  with  mortar 
mixed  with  straw,  though  there  were  many  log  houses.'' 
Beporting  themselves  to  Mr.  Hempstead,  the  missionaries 
preached  in  a  school-room,  on  the  Sabbath,  Nov.  6th,  the  first 
Congregational  or  Presbyterian  sermons  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Mississippi  Bev.  John  M.  Peck,  DJ).,  the  pioneer  Baptist  min- 
ister in  St  Louis,  1817,  referring  to  this  visit  of  Mills  and  Smith, 
says:  ''Baptists  and  Methodists,  though  scattered  through- 
oat  the  country,  had  never  preached  the  Gospel  in  this  town." 
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Yet  Mr.  Hempstead,  in  a  letter  to  Bev.  Wm.  Channing  of  Bos- 
ton, 1813,  sajs:  ^*  There  are  in  Missouri  six  itinerating  Metho- 
dist preachera  They  preach  in  our  Court-house,  perhaps  once 
a  month.  They  are  uneducated  men  and  have  gathered  but 
few  members."  Dr.  BuUard,  in  his  historical  discourse,  says: 
"  These  brethren,"  Mills  and  Smith,  "  were  gratefully  received 
by  the  inhabitants  of  all  ranks.  They  had  crowded  houses 
whenever  they  preached.  Could  either  of  them  have  remained 
in  this  city,  he  would  have  been  supported  by  the  people. 
They  were,  however,  obliged  to  complete  their  tour  of  the 
West,  which  resulted  in  arousing  all  New  England  to  a  simul- 
taneous effort  to  supply  the  spiritual  wants  of  this  great  valley." 
Yet  the  people  were  encouraged  by  the  visitors,  who  reported 
that  on  their  way  out  they  had  had  a  letter  firom  SieJmon  Gid- 
dings,  then  at  Andover,  informing  them  that  his  classmate, 
Daniel  Gould,  had  been  appointed  by  the  Connecticut  Society 
to  go  to  St.  Louis.  But  Mr.  Gould,  on  his  way  out,  was  lodged 
in  New  Connecticut  Eight  months  later,  Mr.  Hempstead 
wrote  Mr.  Channing  again,  expressing  disappointment,  and,  in 
sending  salutation  to  Messra  Mills  and  Smith,  said:  **Tell 
them  we  have  not  heard  a  sermon  since  they  were  at  St.  Louis, 
and  do  not  know  that  we  shall  ever  have  another  opportunity." 
In  behalf  of  Gov.  Clark  and  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
and  other  leading  citizens,  he  begged  the  Society  to  send  back 
Mr.  Smith.  But  the  Society  were  just  sending  him  to  take 
charge  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  which  the  explorers  had 
organized  at  Natchez.  And  it  was  fifteen  months  before 
another  Presbyterian  sermon  was  heard  in  St  Loui&  In  Feb- 
ruary, 1816,  Rev.  Dr.  Gideon  Blackburn,  of  Nashville, 
preached  several  times  in  the  theatre.  "  The  little  shanty  (for 
such  it  was),"  says  Mr.  Watson,  '^  was  crowded,  and  I  stood  for 
nearly  three  hours,  just  outside  the  door,  listening,  with  rapt 
attention,  to  such  praying  and  preaching  as  I  had  never  heard 
befora" 

But  the  man  whom  God  was  preparing  to  be  the  apostle  to 
Missouri  and  Illinois  was  yet  in  the  East  —  Salmon  Gid- 
dings.  Born  at  Hartland,  Conn.,  March  2d,  1782,  a  cousin  of 
Joshua  Giddings,  received  to  the  Congregational  Church  in  1807, 
and  educated  at  Williams  and  Andover,  where  he  imbibed  the 
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freshened  missionary  spirit  of  the  time,  he  had  for  several 
years  thought  of  the  foreign  field  Leaving  the  seminary,  he 
itinerated  for  a  year  in  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,  and  his 
labors  proved  instrumental  in  bringing  many  souls  to  Christ 
He  had  read  with  deep  interest  the  report  of  Mills  and  Scher- 
merhom;  but  it  was  the  report  of  Mills  and  Smith  that 
brought  him  to  a  decision  to  devote  himself  to  the  work  of 
missions  in  the  region  of  St  Louis.  Having  received  a  com- 
mission from  the  Missionary  Society. of  Connecticut,  at  the 
request  of  this  body,  he  was  ordained  on  the  20th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1816,  by  the  South  Association  of  Hartford  County,  to  go 
as  a  missionary  to  St  Louis.  He  left;  Hartford  at  once  to  make 
his  winter  journey  of  twelve  hundred  niiles,  on  horseback, 
through  the  wilderness,  to  arrive-  at  St  Louis^  April  6th,  1816. 
As  commissioned,  upon  opportunity,  he  preached  along  the 
way,  in  the  destitute  settlements  of  Kew  York,  Pennsylvania, 
Ohio,  Indiana,  ^d  .Illinois.  The  people  were  kind  and  hospit- 
able, fed  his  horse,  and  made  him  ,weleom!e  on  his  journey.  He 
slept  in  their  cabins,  partook  of  their  plain  fare,  prayed  with 
their  families,  and  talked  with  their  children  as  they  gathered 
around  him  to  listen. 

Mr.  Giddings  did  not  come  into  St  Louis  by  lightning  train, 
having  telegraphed .  beforehand  the  hour  of  his  arrival,  to  be 
received  by  waiting  firiends.    But  dionounting  from  his  &ith- 
ftil  horse,  he  walked  lonely  from  house  to  house  to  find  a  rest- 
ing pl|u;p,  land  4x)ok  quarters  at  a  small  hotel      Composing 
himself  and  taking  up  a  St  Louis  paper,  the  first  article  that 
met  his  eye  was  headed  "  Caution,"  and  was  a  warning  to  the 
people  of  the  city  againsi  a  man  who  had  been  commissioned 
to  visit  them  .froiU;  New  England,  as  a  political  maneuver  of 
the   Hartford  C<mveiitionI      He   found   there  no  Protestant 
organization  br  house  of  worship  or  minister.     To  the  Cath- 
olics of  ,i"  foreign  tongue  and  prejudiced  against  Protestant 
encroachment,  he  wisely  adapted  his  policy,  that  of  distributing 
suaaoag  them  French  Testaments  and  tracts.     Of  the  American: 
citizens  the  only  man  whom  he  found  of  Church  afiSnity  was ; 
the  old  settler,  Stephen  Hempstead,  whose  residiance  was  five- 
miles  out  of  the  town,  where  is  now  the  Belle  fountain  -Ceme-- 
tery.     The  missionary  at  once  set  up  service.    He  pieaohedi 
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four  or  five  Sabbaths,  and  then  went  out  for  an  exploring  tour, 
leaving  his  appointment  in  charge  of  Rev.  Timothy  Flint, 
whom  the  Connecticut  Society  had  just  transferred  from  South 
Bend,  Ohio,  where  his  preaching  place  had  been  the  house  of 
Gen.  Harrison,  late  Governor  of  Indiana.  Of  that  first  tour, 
the  18th  Report  of  the  Connecticut  Society  says :  "  By  letters 
from  Mr.  GHddings,  it  appears  that  he  had  performed  the  various 
duties  of  a  missionary  at  St  Louis  and  a  large  number  of 
settlements  in  those  parts.  The  people  where  he  traveled  were 
generally  disposed  to  attend  on  religious  instruction,  and  some 
would  go  ten  miles  to  hear  a  sermon.  He  had  formed  a  church 
at  Bellevue,  and  had  agreed  to  visit  the  people  in  Bonhomme 
and  form  a  church  there."  Bellevue  was  eighty  miles  distant 
After  occasional  preaching  for  three  months,  he  organized  the 
church  with  thirty  members,  ordained  elders,  administered  the 
sacraments,  preached  to  a  large  assembly  in  the  open  air,  and 
was  cheered  at  once  by  indications  of  revival.  At  Bonhomme, 
twenty  miles  out  of  the  city,  after  preliminary  preaching,  he 
organized  the  church  and  ordained  eldera  As  there  was  not 
yet  material  enough  for  a  church  in  St  Louis,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hempstead  united  there,  and  for  more  than  a  year  he  served  as 
a  valued  and  efficient  elder  of  that  church. 

To  have  a  specimen  of  this  itinerant  work,  let  us  run  over  his 
journal  for  a  couple  of  months  : 

"  Four  days'  seirioe  at  the  organicatioii  in  Belleyae.  On  Monday  rode  thirty 
nules  throQgh  a  rough,  mountainous  country.  On  Tuesday,  preached  in  a  blodc 
house.  On  Wednesday,  preached  at  the  church  and  then  rode  twenty  mileB.  On 
Thursday,  rode  thirty  miles.  Bested  on  Friday  and  Saturday.  On  the  Sabbath, 
preached  to  a  large  congregation  at  Judge  Tliomaa'.  On  Monday  and  Tuesday 
attended  a  Methodist  meeting.  On  Thursday  preached  at  a  priTate  house.  Vis- 
ited on  Friday.  On  Saturday  rode  to  the  Dutdi  settlement  Preached  on  Sun- 
day. Bode  to  the  Gape  on  Monday.  On  Tuesday,  preached  and  then  rode  to 
JmdkmnL  At  St  Genevieve,  a  Catholic  aelll«ient,  l^  Thnnday,  118  mileB  for  tibe 
week ;  did  not  preach,  as  the  people  could  not  drealate  the  notice.  Saturday 
rode  to  Kaskaskia,  in  Illinois  Territory.  Sabbath,  preached  and  baptised.  Thursday, 
rode  into  ^e  country  and  preached.  Friday,  rode  to  the  Irish  settlement  Saturday, 
rode  to  Kaskaskia,  to  see  about  some  Bibles  left  there,  and  back  to  tlie  Irish  settle- 
ment Sabbath,  preached.  Monday,  rode  to  St  Genevieve  and  preached.  Tuesday, 
rode  thirty  miles  to  CoL  Cook's  and  preached.  Wednesday,  rode  eight  miles  and 
preached  Thursday,  preached  and  rode  twenty  miles.  Friday,  rode  five  miles  and 
visited.  Saturday,  back  to  Bellevue:  "  My  horse  was  lame  for  several  days  and  unfit 
ioruae."  No  wonder.  Sabbath,  preached.  Wednesday,  rode  twenty  miles.  Thnrs- 
•day,  preached.  Friday,  rode  to  Potosi  and  attended  a  Methodist  camp  meeting;  *'Had 
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mj  feelings  greatly  hart  by  the  improprieties  of  speech  ead  by  the  doetrineB 
•dvanoed.'*  Sunday,  preached,  by  an  appointment  of  five  weelcs^  standing.  l£on> 
day,  organised  a  Bible  Sodety.  Tuesday,  rode  fourteen  miles,  preached  and  rode 
nx  miles.  Thursday,  rode  eight  miles  and  preached.  Friday,  thirty  miles  back 
to  Bonhomme.  Sunday,  preached.  Monday,  talked  up  the  organization  of  a 
church,  then  fourteen  miles  feo  St  Charles.  Wednesday,  twenty^two  miles  back 
to  Mr.  Hempstead*& 

On  this  trip  of  eight  weeks  he  had  ridden  seven  hundred 
miles,  organized  a  church,  preached  in  twenty  places,  baptized 
thirteen  children,  visited  and  prayed  with  many  fianilies,  and 
prepared  the  way  for  other  churches.     How  apostolic  was  this  I 

Preaching  over  the  Sabbath  in  St  Louis  to  full  audiences, 
and  administering  the  Lord's  Supper  without  a  church  organ- 
ization, he  sallies  forth  again  for  a  tour  of  a  month,  in  which 
he  preaches  twenty  times  and  rides  four  hundred  miles.  Mr. 
Giddings,  though  he  had  better  congregations  in  the  country, 
soon  perceived  the  importance  of  concentrating  his  labor  upon 
the  city  as  the  metropolis  for  the  two  territories.  Seeing  the 
need  of  a  school  as  well  as  of  a  place  of  worship,  he  purchases 
a  house  and  lot  for  $1,080,  and  in  December  of  that  first  year 
he  opens  a  school  No  other  place  of  meeting  is  procured 
until  the  first  church  edifice  is  built,  seven  and  a  half  years 
later.  Progress  in  the  city  is  slow,  so  that  it  is  not  until 
November,  1817,  a  year  and  a  half  after  his  arrival,  that  he  is 
able  to  organize  a  church  of  nine  members,  of  whom  the  only 
two  male  members  are  made  elders,  and  five  are  of  the  Hemp- 
stead family.  This  is  the  first  Protestant  organization  of  the 
place.  For  four  years,  from  one-fourth  to  one-half  of  his  time 
is  given  to  the  outside  settlements.  Gradually  the  church  is 
enlarged,  with  additions  at  almost  every  communion,  until,  in  ten 
years,  the  number  comes  up  to  ninety-nine,  one-half  of  whom 
have  entered  on  profession.  The  process  of  securing  a  house 
of  worship  was  one  of  great  toil  and  trial  and  hope  deferred 
on  the  part  of  Mr.  Giddinga  In  January,  1819,  he  called  a 
meeting  of  citizens  to  devise  ways  and  means  to  erect  a  Protes- 
tant church.  Thomas  H.  Benton  was  clerk.  The  minister  was 
made  an  actuary  to  raise  money,  to  plan  and  build  the  house. 
For  six  weary  years  he  was  the  life  and  soul  of  the  effort  In 
1820  he  went  on  to  attend  the  General  Assembly  at  Phila- 
delphia and  to  solicit  funds  in  New  England.     By  the  Assem- 
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bly  he  was  sent  as  a  delegate  to  the  General  AssociationB  of 
,  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  From  Hartford  he  wrote 
back :  "  I  have  not  collected  any  money,  and  I  think  it  will 
not  be  expedient  to  attempt  it.  There  is  considerable  prej- 
udice existing  on  account  of  slavery,  and  there  is  a  general 
impression  that  the  people  are  able  to  build  meeting-houses  for 
themselves.  It  would  be  necessary  for  me  to  state  that  the 
people  are  very  poor  and  full  as  degraded  as  the  heathen,  in 
order  to  succeed  in  making  collections.  As  I  could  not,  and 
would  not,  do  this,  I  found  it  useless  to  attempt  to  collect 
funds."  It  was  not  until  November,  1822,  that  the  building 
lot  was  purchased ;  and  not  until  August,  1828,  that  the  corner- 
stone was  laid.  In  the  spring  of  1824  he  ventured  East  again ; 
but  a  six  months'  tour  brought  little  aid,  though  among  the 
donations  was  one  for  $26.00  from  the  President,  John  Quincy 
Adams.  In  June,  1825,  the  house,  which  in  brick  had  cost 
$8,000,  was  dedicated,  at  once  to  be  filled  with  attentive 
audiences  and  to  be  honored  with  unusual  spiritual  manifesta- 
tion. Then  he  could  write :  "  God  has  done  great  things  for 
us ;  I  have  received  during  the  last  nine  months  fourteen  on 
profession  of  faith.  The  moral  state  of  society  is  fast  improv- 
ing." One  year  and  a  half  after  the  dedication  he  was  installed. 
And  a  month  after  the  installation,  he  was  married  at  Collins- 
ville,  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  to  Almira  Collins,  a  sister 
of  the  founder  of  the  place,  whose  going  west  fix)m  Litch- 
field, Conn.,  Dr.  Lyman  Beecher  had  pronounced  "a  wild 
goose  chase."  Mrs.  Giddings  was  a  woman  whose  devoted 
piety  and  superior  qualities  were  well  fitted  to  the  position  to 
which  she  was  called. 

With  the  pastor  now  so  well  settled,  let  us  turn  back  and 
bring  up  his  itineracy.  The  next  day  after  he  had  formed  his 
church  in  St  Louis  he  started  off  upon  another  preaching  tour 
of  three  weeks,  which  reads  in  his  journal  j^st  like  the  speci- 
men quoted  above.  In  the  first  three  years  he  organized  five 
churches,  all  on  the  Missouri  side.  He  then  struck  across  the 
Mississippi  and  organized  at  Shoal  Creek  the.  first  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Illinois,  with  thirty-three  membera  The  19th 
Report  of  the  Connecticut  Society  says : 
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"The  travels  and  labors  of  the  Bev.  Salmon  Giddings  were  extended  over  a 
large  space.  He  repeatedly  came  over  into  Illinois  Territory,  continuing  his  labor 
several  weeks.  A  part  of  the  year  he  was  employed  in  the  instruction  of  a  school 
in  St.  Louis.  During  that  period,  however,  his  preaching  on  the  Lord's  day  was 
not  intermitted,  and  in  several  instances  he  made  short  missionary  excursions. 
He  either  formed  or  assisted  in  forming  a  number  of  churches,  and  found  it  no 
small  consolation  to  behold  them  rising  in  the  wilderness.  The  French  Bibles 
and  Testaments,  and  several  hundred  copies  of  the  Scriptures  in  Knglish,  which 
he  distributed,  were  reeeived  with  gratitude  and  read  with  interest 

The  20th  Report,  in  1819,  sajs : 

*'  Bev.  Salmon  Oiddings  is  stationed  at  St  Louis,  but  makes  frequent  excursions 
into  the  country  to  preach  the  QospeL  and  has  already  formed  seven  churches. 
Two  of  tbem  are  supplied.  Five  are  dependent  altogether  on  missionaries  for  a 
supply.  The  two  most  distant  from  each  other  are  not  less  than  140  miles  apart. 
*  Those  destitute  churches,'  he  says,  *  are  calling  on  me  for  preaching,  and  con- 
sider themselves  as  under  my  pastoral  cara  I  can  feel  for  them  and  pray  for  them, 
and  that  is  the  most  that  I  can  do  for  some  of  them.' " 

In  1820,  the  same  Society  reports : 

*'  The  Bev.  Salmon  GKddings  has  contmued,  with  much  diligenoe,  a  series  of 
labors  for  the  instruction  of  the  people.  A  large  proportion  of  his  time  has  been 
spent,  by  particular  engagement,  in  St  Louis.  The  last  year  he  labored  as  a  mis- 
sionary about  fourteen  weeks.  His  travels  were  extended  in  various  directionB, 
and,  in  several  instances,  a  considerable  distance  from  St  Louis.  He  repeatedly 
crossed  the  Mississippi  and  preached  and  administered  ordinances  in  Blinois.  On 
each  side  of  the  river,  he  found  much  to  encourage  and  animate  him." 

In  Illinois  he  organized  the  first  eight  Presbyterian  churches 
of  the  State, — ^those  of  Shoal  Creek,  whence  came  Bev.  Robert 
Stewart,  Rev.  A.  M.  Dixon,  D.D.,  and  Rev.  Robert  W.  Patter- 
son, D.D.,  who  has  just  closed  his  pastorate  of  thirty-one  years 
in  the  Second  Presbyterian  Church  of  Chicago,  in  order  to  take 
the  chair  of  Christian  Apologetics  in  the  Presbyterian  Sem- 
inary ;  Kaskaskia,  the  capital  of  the  Territory ;  Lebanon ;  Bell- 
ville;  McCord's  settlement;  Turkey  Hill;  CollinsviUe;  and 
Edwardsville,  whence  came  Rev.  C.  L.  Watson,  who  for  forty- 
five  years  has  been  serving  the  Presbyterian  and  Congrega- 
tional churches  of  Dlinois,  and  who  says  that  but  for  the  kind- 
ness of  Mr.  GKddings  he  has  no  reason  to  suppose  that  he  would 
ever  have  been  in  the  ministry.  In  each  one  of  the  succeed- 
ing eight  annual  reports  of  the  Connecticut  Society,  mention  is 
made  of  Mr.  Qiddings  and  his  work.  In  the  29th  Report, 
1828,  it  is  stated : 
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"  Until  a  few  months  past  the  Bey.  Salmon  Giddings  had  been  engaged  sobm  of 
his  time  as  a  missionary  for  the  trustees  in  the  States  of  Missouri  and  IHinois,  but 
as  the  society  over  which  he  is  pastor  in  St  Loms  now  requires  all  his  attention, 
he  has  resigned  his  commission.  The  following  is  an  extract  from  his  last  journal : 
*  The  society  will  consider  this  as  a  resignation  of  my  office  as  a  missionaiy.  I 
shall  erer  bear  in  remembnmoe  the  patronage  bestowed  on  me  by  the  sociely,  and 
the  confidence  they  have  reposed  in  me.  I  trust  it  will  appear,  in  a  coming  day, 
that  their  labor  has  not  been  in  vain  in  the  Lord.  My  principal  regret  is,  that  I 
haye  not  done  more  in  their  seryioe,  and  for  the  adyanoement  of  the  kingdom  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  Seyenteen  churches  haye  been  formed  in  these  two  States 
by  your  missionaries.  They  contain  more  than  400  communicants,  at  this  time, 
and  haye  most  of  them  been  receiyed  and  gajthered  into  the  church  by  the  exer- 
tions of  the  Missionary  Society  of  Oonnecticut  Many  beneyolent  institutions  are 
now  oonoeoted  with  these  d^nrches.  But  few  of  tiieee  churches  are  supplied. 
Some  are  yisited  by  a  regular  clergyman  only  once  or  twice  in  a  year.  I  shall 
still  write  to  the  society  occasionally,  if  God  giye  me  life  and  health,  and  com- 
municate such  information  as  I  think  may  be  of  use.* " 

In  1822,  at  the  instance  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  New 
York,  and  in  company  with  Major  OTallon,  Mr.  Giddings 
made  a  tour  oat  to  the  Indians  at  and  beyond  C!ouncil  Bluffs, 
to  see  if  they  d\d  not  wish  to  have  schools  among  theoL  The 
journal  of  that  trip  reports  marvelous  traveling.     Thus : 

"  At  the  Qreen  Biyer,  made  a  raft  and  swam  our  horses  over;  and  at  the  west 
branch  of  the  same  riyer,  which  was  one  hundred  yards  wide  and  twelye  feet 
aboye  low-water  mark,  made  another  raft,  leiried  baggage  and  swam  the  horses 
—crossing  a  slough  forty  yards  wide  and  twelye  feet  deep.  Major  O'Fkdlan  lott 
John,  the  black  man.  In  neizt  two  days,  trayeled  sixty  miles,  swam  three  streams, 
and  enoountered  thunder  storms;  on  the  next,  rtide  thirty  miles  and  swam  two 
streams,  fell  into  one  and  had  a  thunder  storm ;  on  the  next,  swam  two  creeks,  cut 
trees  and  carried  oyer  the  baggage ;  on  the  next,  no  rain,  but  mired  the  horse  and 
got  coyered  with  mud ;  on  the  next,  a  thunder  storm  all  day,  with  wind  and  hail ; 
earth  inundated.  On  prairie  twenty-flye  miles  from  timber  for  camping ;  yeiy  cold ; 
neyer  suffiered  so  much.  Made  23*7  miles  £rom  Qrand  Riyer  to  Council  BInfis  in 
ten  days  I " 

Arrived,  he  visited  the  Pawnees,  Ottos,  and  the  Mayhaws. 
"  Though  his  expedition  to  the  Aborigines,"  says  Dr.  Dimond, 
in  the  Pre^yierion  BeportisT^  "  did  not  ripen  into  the  establish- 
xnent  of  a  mission,  it  does  not  on  that  account  reflect  on  bis 
energy  or  penetration,  but,  perhaps,  commends  botk  He  made 
some  suggestions  in  regard  to  the  Indians,  which  must  be 
admitted  to  be  wise  and  discerning.  He  advised  that  Govern- 
ment should  make  them  presents  and  pay  annuities,  not  in 
clothing  and  money,  but  in  agricultural  tools  and  domestic 
animals,  thus  encouraging  civilisation.     He  would  have  the 
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traders  located  at  given  places  and  forbidden  by  law  to  roam 
among  the  tribes." 

To  Mr.  Giddings  as  the  bishop  of  that  r^on,  missionaries, 
sent  on  from  the  East,  were  directed  for  coansel  as  to  location. 
We  have  already  mentioned  the  transfer  of  Timothy  Flint  from 
Ohio  to  Missouri  and  his  settlement  at  St  Charles.  He  was  a 
native  of  Salem,  Mass.,  a  son  of  a  Congregational  minister,  and 
had  himself  been  pastor  of  a  Congregational  church  at  Luxem- 
burg, Mass.  "  He  was  a  quick  sciiolar,"  says  Rev.  Timothy 
Hill,  "*•  and  a  writer  of  real  merit,  master  of  a  style  that  for 
clearness  and  beauty  is  seldom  equalled."  At  St  Charles  he 
took  many  of  his  missionary  tours  on  foot  In  one  week  he 
walked  eighty  miles.  In  a  trip  of  seven  weeks  he  crossed  the 
Missouri,  that  treacherous  river,  sixteen  time&  In  May,  1817, 
came  John  Matthews  from  Pennsylvania.  In  the  November 
following,  from  North  Carolina,  came  Thomas  Donnell,  of 
Scotch-Irish  stock,  to  be  put  in  charge  of  the  church  at  Belle- 
vue,  where  he  remained  for  twenty-five  years.  That  same  iall 
these  four  men,  with  their  four  churches,  were  organized  by  the 
Synod  of  Tennessee  into  the  Missouri  Presbytery,  with  all  of 
Missouri  and  the  greater  portion  of  Illinois  for  its  territory. 
Its  first  work  was  to  install  Mr.  Donnell  at  Bellevue,  where  Mr. 
Giddings  preached  the  sermon,  which  was  printed,  being  the 
second  discourse  that  had  been  put  into  type  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi ;  the  first  having  been  that  of  Mr.  Giddings  upon  the 
death  of  Hon.  Edward  Hempstead,  the  elder's  son,  who  was 
the  first  Representative  of  the  Missouri  Territory  in  Congress. 
Next,  in  1818,  came  David  Tenney  and  Charles  S.  Robinson, 
from  the  Young  Men's  Missionary  Society  of  New  York.  Mr. 
Tenney  was  sent  to  Shoal  Creek,  where  in  one  year  he  closed 
his  labors  in  death.  Mr.  Robinson  followed  Mr.  Flint  at  St 
Charles,  where  he  preached  half  the  time,  and  occupied  the 
other  half  in  preaching  at  fifteen  or  twenty  places.  He  was 
from  Granville,  Mass.,  a  son  of  Williams  and  Andover,  a  dear 
friend  and  coadjutor  of  Mr.  Giddings,  Vhose  installation  ser- 
mon he  preached  in  St  Louia  He  was  a  man  of  more  genius 
than  Mr.  Giddings,  but  he  had  not  the  same  power  of  endur- 
ance, and  the  opportunity  of  his  position  was  not  so  great    • 
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Both  went  to  their  reward  within  the  same  month  and  by  the 
same  disease,  pneumonia.  Mr.  Robinson  makes  this  touching 
record : 

*'^  I  have  worn  myself  out  in  the  misBioiiaiy  aervioe,  and  now  I  have  not  the 
meaoB  of  maldng  a  jonmcy,  the  oidj  way  ^mi  ramaint  of  lestoring  my  health; 
and,  indeed,  seak^ely  of  securing  for  myself  the  oomforta  of  life  as  I  aink  into  the 
grave,  and  leave  my  ft^^ily  none  knows  to  whose  oare,  ezoept  there  is  a  God  of 
the  widow  and  tl^e  fatherless.  Since  I  have  been  in  St  Charles  I  once  had,  for  a 
oonsiderable  time,  nothing  to  eat  but  milk.  I  went  to  the  store  for  necessary  food, 
and  was  refused,  beoaiaae  I  had  not  flie  money  to  pay  for  it  I  returned  to  my  des- 
titute family,  you  may  imagine  with  wh|it  feelings.  None  knew  of  our  distress  but 
those  who  felt  it  It  was  November;  the  cold  wind  found  ready  entrance  to  our 
cabin,  and  we  had  no  wood.  I  procured  a  spade,  with  a  view  of  remedying  the 
evil,  as  well  as  I  could,  byHirowing  up  a  bank  around  the  house.  I  had  scarcely 
dug  into  the  eartii  a  foot^  when,  to  my  surprise,  I  threw  up  a  mioer  dollar^  which 
had  long  been  bedded  beneath  the  suifMse  I  The  goodness  of  God  filled  my  heart 
and  I  must  say  I  wept  plentifully  at  the  sight  of  it  I  could  not  help  it  This 
served  to  furnish  us  with  a  little  wood  and  a  few  neoessariee." 

In  1820,  fix>m  Andover,  under  the  Connecticut  Society,  came 
David  Goald  and  Edward  HoUister  to  labor  in  Illinois  and 
Missouri^  as  the  Society  refused  to  commission  them  for  a  field 
so  limited  as  Illinois  alona  In  1821,  they  organized  a  church 
at  Alton;  .the  relation  of  that  place  to  St  Louis  at  one  time 
having  been  such  that  letters  were  addressed,  "  St  Louis,  near 
.to  Alton."  Mr.  Gould  remained  a  year  and  then  went  to 
South  Carolina.  Mr.  HoUister,  the  next  year,  went  over  to 
Missouri,  and  in  connection  with  Mrs.  McFarland,  who  had 
been  sent  on  by  the  Presbyterian  Board,  organized  the  church 
at  BoonviUe  and  one  on  the  Chariton.  Of  Mr.  Thomas  Alex- 
ander, sent  on  by  the  Presbyterian  Board,  Mr.  Giddings  writes : 
*^  Mr.  Alexander  is  highly  esteemed  in  this  country,  and  has,  I 
hope,  been  the  means  of  doing  much  good."  In  1822,  Oren 
Catlin  and  Daniel  Sprague  came  on,  commissioned  by  the  Con- 
necticut Society  to  "  labor  in  the  United  States,  west  of  the 
Alleghany  Mountains,"  and  ''  instructed  to  go  as  directly  as 
possible  to  St  Louis  and  there  to  take  counsel  with  Mr.  Gid- 
dings." They  were  sent  over  to  itinerate  among  the  churches 
he  had  organized  in  Illinoia  They  also  gathered  the  yet  pros- 
perous church  at  CarroUton.  At  St.  Germanius.  HI.,  Mr. 
Sprague  reports  that  he  saw  a  physician,  who  told  him  that  he, 
the  doctor,  had  himself  witnessed  in  that  place  the  burning  of 
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three  hundred  Testaments,  which  Samuel  J.  Mills  had  left 
there,  and  this  burning  was  with  the  approbation  of  the  priest ; 
and  this  after  Bishop  Flaydt  had  assured  Mr.  Mills  of  his  appro- 
bation of  the  distribution  of  the  Testaments.  In  1824,  the 
Missouri  Presbytery,  at  St  Louis,  tu*dained  Jesse  Townsend, 
who  had  been  sent  on  by  the  ^Pbhnecticut  Society,  and  CoL 
Ball,  who  had  been  an  officer  in^^the  war  of  1812,  and  who  had 
sought  instruction  fix)m  Mr.  Gridding&  In  this  year  came  E. 
G.  Howe  from  Andover,  under  commission  from  the  Connecti- 
cut Society.  Reporting  himself  to  Mr.  Giddings,  he  is  sent  to 
itinerate  in  Illinois,  preaches  at  Diamond  Grove,  where  Jack- 
sonville is  to  be,  and  at  Yandalia,  since  1818  the  capital,  where 
he  finds  not  a  single  professor  of  religion,  except  a  Methodist 
backslider,  and  where  he  is  entertained  by  the  young  clerk  of 
the  U.  S.  Court,  Wm.  H.  Brown,  who  afterward,  at  that  place, 
became  the  first  convert  of  Theron  Baldwin,  and  whose  estate,  in 
the  reciprocity  of  the  home  and  the  foreign  work,  is  now  paying 
over  $86,000  to  the  American  Board.  In  1826,  the  United 
Domestic  Missionary  Society  commissioned  three  young  men, 
sons  of  New  England  and  of  Andover,  to  come  to  this  field, 
John  M.  Ellis,  Augustus  Pomeroy,  Hiram  Chamberlain.  The 
last  had  ridden  from  Vermont,  fifteen  hundred  miles,  on  horse- 
back, preaching  eyery  Sabbath  and  often  during  the  week. 
The  latter  two  were  located  in  Missouri,  and  Mr.  Ellis  at  Kas- 
kaskia,  HL 

In  May,  1826,  the  United  Domestic  Missionary  Society 
was  mei^ed  in  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society,  which, 
receiving  as  auxiliaries  the  several  State  societies  of  New  Eng- 
land, assumed  the  outside  work  of  these  several  societies,  start- 
ing oflF  the  first  year  with  one  hundred  and  sixty -nine  mission- 
aries. All  the  commissioned  men  of  this  region  were  thus 
transferred,  except  Mr.  Giddings,  who  remained  under  the 
Connecticut  Society;  even  those  of  the  Presbyterian  Board 
were  thus  passed  over,  for  the  reason  that  the  Board  sent  its 
men  with  the  promise  of  $100  a  year,  leaving  them  to  get 
what  they  could  fi-om  the  little  churches,  while  the  Society 
made  good  a  salaiy  of  $400.  In  1827  the  new  National  Soci- 
ety sent  on  Solomon  Hardy  and  Thomas  P.  Durfee  from  An- 
dover and  Wm.  P.  Cochran  from  Princeton ;  Mr.  Hardy  to  be 
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located  at  Shoal  Creek,  Mr.  Durfee  to  be  ordained  in  Mr.  Gid- 
dings'  church,  and  Mr.  Cochran  to  be  called  for  a  time  to  sup- 
ply Mr.  GKddings'  pulpit  after  his  death,  and  yet  to  abide  the 
senior  member  of  the  Missouri  Synod.  Mr.  Ellis  conceived  the 
idea  of  starting  a  Christian  seminary  in  that  region.  He  con- 
sulted with  leading  men  of  the  State ;  he  traveled  and  lectured 
upon  the  importance  of  starting  such  an  institution.  Presi- 
dent Sturtevant,  in  his  historical  discoui'se  at  the  Quarter- 
Century  Celebration  of  Illinois  College,  in  1855,  says :  "  The 
first  attempted  organization  was  in  Bond  County.  In  the  sum- 
mer of  1827,  Mr.  Ellis  visited  a  settlement  on  Shoal  Creek  in 
that  county,  in  company  with  one  whose  name  can  never 
perish  from  the  records  of  early  missionary  labor  in  the  city.of 
St  Louis  and  in  the  surro.unding  country,  Bev.  Salmon  G-id- 
dings."  '*In  order  to  obtain  the  endorsement  of  a  body  of 
men  whose  reputation  for  wisdom,  piety  and  learning  would 
secure  for  it  a  greater  degree  of  respect  and  confidence,  both  at 
home  and  abroad,"  they  laid  the  matter  before  the  Missouri 
Presbytery,  to  which  the  Presbyterian  churches  of  Illinois 
yet  belonged,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  consider  the 
matter,  confer  with  the  friends  of  the  projected  seminary  at 
Shoal  Creek,  and  report  at  the  spring  meeting.  That  commit- 
tee consisted  of  John  M.  Ellis,  Salmon  Giddings,  and  Hiram 
Chamberlain,  and  Thomas  Lippincott,  an  elder  of  the  church 
at  Edwardsville.  "  Before  the  meeting  of  the  Presbytery  in 
the  spring,'*  President  Sturtevant  says,  *^  the  committee,  in  com- 
mon with  the  whole  West,  was  called  to  mourn  the  early  death 
of  Bev.  Salmon  Giddings,  of  whom  one  who  knew  him  well, 
a  co-member  of  the  committee,  says :  '  The  pure-minded,  fiu*- 
sighted  Giddings,  in  whom  whatever  things  are  lovely  and  of 
good  report,  whatsoever  tended  to  promote  the  welfare  of  man 
and  the  glory  of  God,  found  an  advocate  and  a  friend.' "  The 
committee,  after  having  visited  Carrollton,  Springfield,  and 
other  such  new  towns,  in  their  venture  out  upon  the  extreme 
northern  limits  of  settlement,  had  settled  upon  Diamond  Grove 
(not  yet  called  Jacksonville)  as  the  site  for  the  seminary.  Mr. 
Ellis  having  removed  to  this  place  to  labor  as  a  missionary,  in 
his  report  to  the  Home  Missionary  Society  made  a  statement 
regarding  the  projected  seminary  and  appealed  for  aid.     That 
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report  in  the  Home  Jfiasionary  fell  into  the  bands  of  the  young 
men  of  the  Society  of  Inquiry  in  Yale  College.  Some  of  them 
were  thinking  of  going  out  as  a  BancL  They  corresponded 
with  Mr.  Ellis,  and  as  a  result  the  ^*  Illinois  Band''  was  formed, 
consisting  of  Mason  G.  Grosvener,  Theron  Baldwin,  John  F. 
Brooks,  Elisha  Jenney,  William  Kirby,  Asa  Turner,  Julien  M. 
Sturtevant,  William  Carter,  Albert  Hale,  Flavel  Bascom, . 
Bomulus  Barnes  and  Lucien  Farnham.  The  rest  of  the  story 
is  well  known.  They  came;  they  founded  Illinois  Collie, 
and  planted  its  constituency  of  churches.  They  gave  charac- 
ter to  the  State ;  they  made  their  names  as  household  words  in 
niinoia  Out  of  this  movement  came  also  Monticello  Sem- 
inary, now  one  of  the  most  flourishing  institutions  in  the  State ; 
the  Female  Seminary  at  Jacksonville,  founded  by  Mrs  Ellis ; 
and  the  National  College  Society.  Mr.  Giddings  took  the  lead 
in  developing  the  wilderness  into  a  fruitful  field  to  invite  the 
planting  of  the  Christian  college  and  its  cognate  institutions. 
He  brought  on  John  M.  Ellis,  and  entered  at  once  and  heartily 
into  his  plans  for  a  seminary.  Ellis  brought  on  the  ^^  Hlinois 
Band."  The  "  Illinois  Band"  prepared  the  way  for  the  "  Iowa 
Band." 

After  his  marriage,  he  had  only  fourteen  months  more  of 
work.  But  that  last  year  was  one,  even  to  him,  of  unwonted 
activity.  The  city  was  leaping  forward  in  its  growth.  New 
religious  enterprises  were  coming  into  life,  in  all  of  which  he 
must  have  a  hand.  Out  of  scorn  and  derision  and  grievous 
discouragement,  he  had  become  recognized  as  a  successful  man. 
During  that  last  winter  there  was  unusual  wakefulness  to 
religious  truths  in  the  congregation,  and  not  a  few  found  hope 
in  Christ  *'  He  worked,"  says  his  faithful  old  elder,  '^  like  a 
man  who  bad  realized  that  the  harvest  had  come,  and  that  all 
diligence  and  care  were  requisite  to  save  every  sheal  Though 
feeble  and  in  bad  health,  he  could  not  be  persuaded  to  remit 
his  toil,  till  his  physician  remanded  him  to  his  bed.  To  be 
confined  at  such  a  time  was  the  greatest  of  trials.  How  he 
longed  to  be  among  his  people."  On  the  1st  of  February, 
1828,  he  closed  his  earthly  career.  A  short  time  before,  as  he 
was  returning  from  a  funeral  in  the  country,  some  youngsters 
came  running  their  horses  by  him,  which  caused  his  own  to 
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throw  him  oflF  and  bruise  him  severely.  He  had  only  recov- 
ered from  this  so  as  to  attend  to  his  duties  when  he  was 
attacked  with  a  pneumonia,  by  which  in  a  few  days  his  life 
was  ended  He  left  an  infant  son,  Frederick  Salmon,  who  is 
now  a  lawyer  at  Quincy,  111.  His  ¥rife,  residing  with  her  son, 
in  the  maturity  of  matronly  grace,  survived  him  until  1872. 
As  a  providential  compensation,  not  unusual  in  pioneer  mis- 
sionary experience,  a  few  lots  purchased  by  him,  early,  in  the 
heart  of  the  city,  have  made  the  son  a  wealthy  man. 

His  funeral  attested  the  hold  he  had  taken  upon  the  young 
city.  It  was  attended  by  two  thousand  people.  The  services 
were  conducted  by  the  other  three  city  pastors.  Again  the 
old  elder  writes  :  "  I  have  never  seen  so  much  sympathy  as  is 
manifested  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Giddings  by  aU  classes  in  St 
Louis.  His  remains  were  deposited  in  a  vault,  constructed  for 
the  purpose,  under  the  pidpit ;  and  in  the  wall  by  the  side  of 
it  was  inserted  a  memorial  tablet ;  which,  after  the  items  of  his 
personal  history,  bore  this  testimony :  '  As  a  man  he  was  kind, 
prudent,  and  decisive ;  as  a  Christian  he  was  pious,  cheerful, 
and  prayerful ;  as  a  minister  meek,  laborious,  and  persevering.' " 
For  twenty-five  years  that  treasure  was  kept  by  the  old  sanc- 
tuary ;  until,  in  1858,  it  was  displaced  by  a  more  stately  edi- 
fice, which  also,  at  the  dedication  of  the  new  church,  took  the 
memorial  witness  into  its  place  of  honor,  while  the  remains 
were  again  deposited  under  the  pulpit  with  solemn  ceremonial ; 
Dr.  Bullard,  the  pastor,  giving  a  delineation  of  his  character, 
and  Dr.  J.  M.  Peck,  the  old  associate,  ofiering  prayer.  Salmon 
Giddings  has  had  an  illustrious  following  in  that  pastorate ;  by 
Wm.  S.  Potts,  D.D.,  seven  years ;  Wm.^  Wisner,  D.D.,  two 
years;  Artemas  Bullard,  D.D.,  seventeen  years,  of  whom 
Rev.  Timothy  Hill  says :  "  No  other  minister  ever  exerted  so 
wide-spread  an  infiuence  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Mis- 
souri," and  whose  career  was  so  sadly  cut  oflF  by  the  Gasconade 
disaster ;  Henry  A.  Nelson,  D.D.,  twelve  years,  now  of  Lane 
Seminary ;  and  Charles  A.  Dickey,  D.D.,  now  in  the  fifth  year 
of  servica  That  original  church,  numbering  now  four  hun- 
dred and  forty-five  members,  has  been  a  fruitful  mother  of 
churches,  claiming  as  her  daughters  the  Second  Presbyterian 
to  which  she  gave   sixty-nine   members,  and  to  which,  once 
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under  E.  F.  Hatfield,  D.D.,  and  now  nnder  Samuel  J.  Niccolls, 
D.D.,  and  to  the  granddaughter,  the  Walnut  St  Church,  now 
under  James  H.  Brookes,  D.D.,  two  hundred  members  have 
been  transferred ;  the  Third  Presbyterian  Church  (since  1852 
the  Trinitarian  Congregational  Church,  under  T.  M.  Post,  D.D.), 
to  which  eighty-five  members  were  originally  given  and  more 
than  one  hundred  in  all ;  the  Pine  St  Presbyterian  Church, 
fifty  of  whose  members  came  from  the  First;  the  North  Pres- 
byterian, to  which  twenty  members  were  sent ;  the  High  St 
Presbyterian,  receiving  twenty-seven  members,  and  the  Web- 
ster Q-rove  Presbyterian  Church,  which,  though  not  a  formal 
colony,  has  received  from  the  First  a  majority  of  its  most  influ- 
ential members.  Besides  these,  other  Prepbyterian  churches 
have  sprung  up  in  the  city  to  make  the  whole  number  sixteen. 
The  original  Presbytery,  no  longer  attached  to  the  Synod  of 
Tennessee,  has  expanded  itself  into  the  Synod  of  Missouri, 
with  six  presbyteries,  two  hundred  and  two  churches,  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-nine  ministers ;  while  yet  another  Synod  of 
Missouri,  the  Old  School,  has  six  presbyteries,  one  hundred 
and  forty  churches  and  sevens-four  ministers.  Then  of  the 
Congregational  faith  and  polity  there  have  come  on,  in  that 
city,  the  Trinitarian,  Dr.  Post's;  the  Pilgrim,  Bev.  C.  L. 
Gx>odeirs;  the  Mayflower;  and  the  Plyinouth:  and  in  the 
State,  since  1886,  sixty -four  other  churches. 

Evidently  the  first  men  are  the  historic  men.  Salmon  Gid- 
dings,  in  his  self-forgetful  fidelity,  enthusiasm,  and  endurance, 
was  unconscious  of  the  history  which  he  was  initiating.  As 
the  run  of  time  throws  him  into  the  past,  he  becomes  a  marked 
personaga  Different  lines  of  historic  investigation,  missionary, 
ecclesiastical,  educational,  civil,  are  found,  for  a  large  district 
of  country,  to  converge  upon  him.  His  church  still  preserves 
his  dust,  keeps  his  tablet  before  the  eye  of  the  congregation, 
cherishes  his  portrait  in  its  social  parlors,  and  compiles  a  vol- 
ume of  metoorabilia  under  the  title  of  the  "  6Hdd%ngs^  Papers" 
Sketches  bf  his  life  are  published  by  Drs.  Artemas  Bullard, 
David  Dimond,  and  Timothy  Hill,  to  all  of  whom  the  writer  of 
this  sketch  is  indebted  for  information.  And  ^'  that  which  has 
been  is  that  which  shall  be,"  land  is  now.  Not  a  few  other 
men  have  been  making  such  history — ^are  making  it  now 
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Other  fields  are  opening  to  such  exploits ;  but  thej  only  offer 
the  arena ;  they  reserve  their  crown  for  the  victor.  A  class- 
mate of  Giddings,  who  remained  at  the  last,  writes :  *^  He  went 
to  the  far  West — so  far^  that  we  almost  lost  sight  of  him." 
Those  are  the  points,  discerned  by  a  prophetic  fiaith,  almost  oat 
of  sight,  where  a  man  is  to  weave  his  life  into  history.  Who 
are  the  men  of  this  spiritual  vision,  of  this  self-sacrifice,  who 
will  yet  go  into  the  deep  interior  of  our  country  to  possess  it 
for  Christ? 

Surely,  it  was  only  this  spirit  among  New  England  Chris- 
tians which,  through  those  old  State  societies,  furnished  the 
men  and  the  money  for  the  campaign  of  evangelism,  which 
has  here  passed  in  review.  Caring  more  for  the  Gospel  than 
for  its  adjuncts,  they  poured  their  life-blood  into  another 
church  system  at  the  West  and  the  Southwest  Besides  those 
men  who,  with  Mr.  GHiddings,  have  gathered  and  served  the 
seventeen  Presbyterian  Churches,  which  he  reported  as  the 
children  of  the  Connecticut  Society,  that  foster  mother,  after 
his  death,  through  Secretary  Hooker,  fished  out  of  Auburn  a 
lot  of  men  and  sent  them  to  Missouri.  They  were  Benj.  F. 
Hoxie,  from  Williams,  whom  Dr.  David  Nelson  called  "  a  little 
son  of  thunder" ;  Joel  Goodell,  Cyrus  Nichols,  Geo.  C.  Wood, 
Alfred  Wright,  and  Joseph  M.  Sadd.  Then  into  Indiana,  Dli- 
nois,  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  from  1816  to  1880,  that  same 
old  society  sent  Revs.  Hezekiah  Hall,  Nathan  B.  Derrow, 
David  C.  Proctor,  Lyman  Whiting,  Samuel  Balding,  Horace 
Smith,  Asa  Johnson,  Oren  Fowler,  Isaac  Beed,  Ahab  Jinks, 
Joseph  Treat,  Stephen  Mason,  Herman  Halsey,  and  Daniel  C. 
Banks,  the  last  named,  as  a  specimen,  making  his  winter 
journey  of  itmr  months  and  1,842  milw  fto»  New  England  to 
Kentucky,  and  preaching  fifty-four  times  by  the  way.  Rev. 
Daniel  Smith,  the  associate  of  Mills,  was  sent  back  by  the 
society  to  serve  in  Natchez  the  church  which  they  had  organ- 
ized on  the  exploring  tour.  To  Alexandria,  in  Louisiana,  Rev. 
Samuel  Royce  was  sent;  and  to  New  Orleans,  Rev.  Elias  Cor- 
nelius, that  distinguished  man  who  in  two  months  prepared 
the  way  for  the  church,  which  he  organized  and  turned  over  to 
the  eloquent  Lamed,  sent  by  the  same  society  to  take  up  the 
pastoral  call  which  Cornelius  had  declined.    All  of  this  went 
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to  build  up  Presbyterianiflm.  Then  into  New  York,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  Ohio  this  society  was  pouring  a  constant  stream  of 
evargelizing  force,  Ohio  having  an  average  of  sixteen  men  a 
year;  and  the  mass  of  all  this  influence  was  going  into  the 
same  church  system*  Then  the  history  of  the  American  Home 
Missionary  Society,  as  it  has  followed  on,  has  been,  laigely,  a 
repetition  of  the  same  process,  until  the  New  School  Church 
came  to  be  simply  a  New  Englandized  body  of  Presbyterian- 
ism.  When,  a  few  years  ago,  the  writer  of  this  Article  began  to 
search  out  '*  What  home  missions  have  done  for  Illinois,"  he  ex* 
pected  to  find,  that  as  the  State  had  been  settled  first  at  the  lower 
end  and  by  people  from  Presbyterian  sources,  the  lines  of  evan* 
gelism  would  be  found  coming  from  that  direction.  Indeed,  as 
one  of  that  stock,  he  confesses  that  the  wish  was  fistther  to  the 
thought.  Great  was  his  surprise  to  find  that,  not  only  in  the 
northern  belt  of  migration,  but  in  southern  Illinois  and  in  all 
the  southwestern  country,  the  stream  of  Christianization,  so 
far  as  these  two  church  systems  were  concerned,  had  flowed  out 
of  the  Congregational  and  had  emptied  into  the  Presbyterian. 
Bev.  Timothy  Hill,  in  his  historical  sermon  before  the  Synod 
of  Missouri,  says :  ^'  Not  the  least  interesting  and  curious  of 
these  things  is  the  fact  that  two  of  these  men  [Oiddings  and 
Flint,  two  of  the  four  who  formed  the  Missouri  Presbytery] 
were  New  England  Congregationalists,  educated  and  ordained 
there,  and  so  &r  as  I  can  discover,  never  had  any  connection 
with  the  Presbyterian  Church  until  the  formation  of  this  Pres- 
bytery. They  were  supported  by  the  Connecticut  Home  Mis- 
sionary Society,  a  Congregational  institution,  but  they  formed 
Presbyterian  churches  and  entered  upon  their  work  as  Presby- 
terians as  if  this  were  the  only  possible  plan,  and  everything 
was  satisfactory  to  their  patrons  at  home."  No  wonder  that 
the  preacher  marveled.  Had  ever  such  a  thing  been  known 
before— one  church  system,  voluntarily,  making  haste  to  pour 
itself  into  another  ?  It  was  just  as  the  preacher  says,  not  only 
as  to  these  two,  but  as  to  the  whole  company  that  foUowed 
them.  In  all  the  sifting  to  which  the  writer  has  subjected 
the  letters,  journals,  and  reports  of  the  time,  the  only  evi- 
dence of  Congregational  self-consciousness  he  has  found  is  the 
single  occurrence  of  the  phrase  "  Congr^ational  or  Presby- 
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terian"  in  the  letter  of  Mills  and  Schermerhom  to  Hempstead, 
and  in  his  reply.  And  so,  nearly  all  of  the  "  Illinois  Band" 
entered  at  once  into  Presbyteries  and  went  to  organizing  Pres- 
byterian churches  as  hard  as  they  could.  Nor  was  it  by  antici- 
pative  over-reaching  on  the  part  of  the  Presbyteriana  What 
was  there  to  have  hindered  the  Congregational  missionaries, 
under  Congregational  patronage,  with  Congregational  material 
(the  Hempsteads  furnishing  five  of  the  first  nine  members  and 
most  of  the  pecuniary  and  social  strength)  firom  oi^anizing  a 
Congregational  Church  in  St  Louis  and  so  turning  the  whole 
of  that  ecclesiastical  development  into  the  Congregational  way? 
Under  the  sublime  impulse  of  giving  the  Gospel  to  their  coun- 
try, they  had  not  yet  learned  the  value  to  that  country  of  the 
gift,  which  it  was  in  their  power  to  make  in  their  church  order. 
They  had  even  rested  under  the  delusion,  as  inspired  by  the 
Plan  of  Union,  that  their  own  New  Testament  polity  had  better 
not  go  out  of  New  England,  and  had  taught  their  emigrating 
families  and  missionaries  so.  Surely  the  Presbyterian  people 
of  St.  Louis,  and  of  all  the  west  and  southwest,  have  only  occa- 
sion to  be  grateful  for  all  of  this  Congr^ational  contribution 
to  their  strength  and  prestige,— only  occasion  to  welcome,  in  all 
good  fellowship,  these  later  efforts  of  their  brethren  to  set  up 
their  own  system  of  ecclesiastical  housekeeping.  Yet,  as  to 
the  past,  the  Master  may  repeat  his  saying :  "  Whosoever  of  you 
will  be  the  chiefest,  shall  be  servant  of  all."  And  so,  once 
more,  we  have  the  evidence  that  the  Puritan  ideas  have  been 
the  predominant  moral  power  in  this  land. 
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Arhclb    VL  — tele    protestantism    OF    MEDIEVAL 
GERMAN    ART. 

Pbotestantism  ifl  a  protest  against  existing  forms  or  princi- 
ples ;  a  revolt,  more  or  less  violent,  from  established  things ;  a 
rebellion  of  speech  or  action  ;  a  solemn  declaration  of  dissent, 
or  an  instinctive  rebound  of  conscience  or  will  In  order  to 
differ  in  opinion,  it  is  necessary  to  have  an  opinion ;  in  order  to 
have  an  opinion  worth  having,  it  is  necessary  to  think,  to  dis- 
cuss, to  feel,  to  perceive,  and  to  decide ;  in  short,  to  use  the 
mental  faculties  powerfully  and  fteely.  All  these  presuppose 
character  and  capacity,  and  these  exercises  tend  to  strengthen 
character  and  capacity.  A  robuBt  individuality  creates  a  pro- 
^^ant,  and  Protestantism  strengthens  the  inherent  force  of  the 
,  individual 

In  Germany,  chivalry,  the  offspring  of  Northern  nations, 
was  the  forerunner  and  inspiration  of  Protestantisnt  The 
individual  was  all  potent  Knightly  valor  and  success  de- 
pended upon  personal  qualities.  Knightly  devotion  to  the 
king,  the  Church,  or  the  maiden,  was  limited  only  by  the  soul 
where  it  throva  There  were  no  limits  to  self-sacrifice,  to 
endurance,  to  enthusiasm,  but  the  natures  of  knights  who  exer- 
cised them. 

After  the  decline  of  chivalry,  the  culture  of  individual  force 
perpetuated  itself  in  Germany  under  fresh  forms  of  art  Verse, 
architecture,  painting,  sculpture,  religion,  and  music,  all  showed 
the  spirit  of  Protestantism,  and  even  now  the  German  mind  is 
in  an  attitude  of  unrest,  of  investigation,  of  or  against  estab- 
lished things  It  is  curious  to  see  how  nations  adhere  to  their 
original  characteristics.  As  the  satires  of  Juvenal  make  many 
allusions  to  the  rhetoricians  of  Gaul :  "  Wouldst  thou  derive 
a  revenue  from  thy  eloquence?  Then  go  to  Gaul."  And 
again  :  '^  Deserted  Gaul  has  furnished  the  Island  of  Brittannia 
with  advocates ;  and  that  of  Thule  already  talks  of  engaging 
masters  of  rhetoric ;"  so  Germany  adheres  to  her  first  strong 
types,  as  shown  in  her  past  appearance  in  history,  in  G»sar's. 
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Commentaries,  and  maintains  above  all  things  individual  free- 
dom in  the  domain  of  thought 

The  investigation  of  art  from  the  historical  standpoint  has 
revealed  that  it  is  an  expression  of  the  civilization  of  its  age ; 
nay  more,  that  it  is  a  visible  record  of  the  spiritual  life  of  a 
race ;  of  its  growth  and  progress  or  its  limitations  and  decay. 
There  is  a  gradation  of  ascent  in  sepulchral  honors,  from  the 
rude  tumuli  of  the  Scandinavian  heroes  to  the  noble  cathedral 
of  Westminster  Abbey,  filled  with  the  sarcophagi  of  the  poets; 
and  the  Egyptian  pyramids,  useless  masses  of  stone,  with  their 
solemn  and  mournful  idea  of  immortality,  express  the  national 
feeling  -as  entirely  as  a  memorial  hospital  which  shall  benefit 
the  living  as  well  as  reverence  the  dead,  or  a  church  or  lovely 
stained  glass  window  signifies  our  respect  for  life  as  well  as 
death. 

The  idols  of  worship  show  the  ideals  of  their  makers ;  and 
the  men's  heads  on  horses  bodies  of  the  centaurs  are  far  beyond 
the  apes'  and  coWs'  heads  on  men's  bodies  of  the  Egyptians. . 
Their  beautiful  sphinx-head  on  the  lion's  body  shows  an  ad- 
vance in  conception.  From  the  picture  hieroglyphics  of  the 
Indian  to  a  transfiguration  of  Baphael,  there  is  an  infinite  scale 
of  imaginative  power  revealing  the  inner  impulse  of  time  and 
raca  The  mysterious  impulse  towards  art  which  all  nations 
seem  to  feel  when  they  have  reached  a  certain  point  in  civiliza- 
tion, the  desire  to  leave  behind  them  symbols  and  monuments 
of  expression,  is  an  instinct  which  has  given  after-ages  mate- 
rials for  history,  and  mirrors  which  accurately  reflect  their  past 
lives.  Looking  in  these  minors  as  in  Cornelius  Agrippa's 
magic  glass,  we  see  scenes,  individuals,  and  epochs  of  distant 
countries,  and  understand  the  centuries  that  are  past 

The  same  impulse,  in  a  small  way,  makes  men  of  fortune,  at 
certain  stages  of  their  experience,  long  to  build  houses  that 
shall  outlast  them,  and  found  families.  In  this  age  of  utility, 
people  bequeath  libraries,  establish  institutes,  and  endow  col- 
leges, in  obedience  to  the  same  instinct,  and  each  man's  bequest 
partakes  of  his  individuality.  The  Catholic  Church,  on  prin- 
ciple,' merges  the  individual  in  the  mass  and  her  most  beauti- 
ful cathedrals  are  the  gifts  of  millions  of  unknown  contributors 
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to  the  world.    But  in  the  tenth  century  Protestantism  began  to 
stir  in  Medieval  Art 

The  first  impulse  of  the  Teutonic  mind  towards  individual 
expression  was  in  verse.  Through  the  Crusades  the  imagina- 
tive Arabian  mind  acted  on  the  imaginative  Teutonic  mind, 
and  griffins  and  jotuns  and  sorcerers  and  spectres  show  kin- 
dred tendencies  and  sympathies.  The  Gemlans  at  once  ac- 
cepted the  Saracenic  influence,  which  blended  naturally  with 
their  own  instincts,  and  Grothic  warmth  supplanted  classic  cool- 
ness. They  abandoned  Greek  and  Latin  forms  of  metre,  and 
their  standards  of  versification.  It  must  be  remembered  that 
the  admiration  of  what  we  now  call  the  dead  languages  was  so 
great,  at  one  time,  that  in  an  old  French  romance  of  eleven 
thousand  verses,  called  "  The  Knight  Jauffiry^  and  the  fair 
Brunisendsj^^  the  very  birds  are  made  to  sing  in  Latin.  Think 
of  elegantising  the  nightingale  I 

"  Ohantan  ddflobre  la  verdor 
B  B'alegron  en  or  kMnJ'* 

"  They  studied  or  conned  Latin."  But  rhyme,  the  gift  of  the 
fluent  South  to  the  frozen  North,  the  gift  of  the  richly-vowelled 
languages  to  the  consonantal  tongues,  had  been  introduced 
from  the  Orient,  and  at  once  was  naturalized  in  Germany.  In 
the  twelfth  century  began  the  use  of  the  German  language  by 
cultured  men  and  scholars.  Suabia,  touching  France  on  the 
one  side  and  Switzerland  on  the  other,  bounded  on  the  west 
and  south  by  the  Rhine ;  full  of  vineyards  and  rich  wheat  cul- 
ture, and  yet  holding  the  mines  and  mysteries  of  the  Black 
Forest  in  its  heart,  gave  first  its  rich  southern  dialect  to  poetry, 
and  to  the  nation.  The  divine  spark  kindled  there  into  a 
flame.  The  castle  of  Wartburg,  when  owned  by  Landgrave 
Herrman  of  Thiiringia,  who  was  to  that  time  what  the  Duke  of 
Weimar  afterwards  was  in  the  age  of  Schiller  and  Gdthe,  was 
the  home  of  the  minstrels.  Its  brave  old  banqueting  hall, 
where  the  Sanger  Krieg,  or  minstrel  contests,  were  held,  has 
just  been  renovated.  There,  later,  Luther  struggled  bodily  with 
Satan,  and  banished  him  with  his  inkstand.  There  he  lived 
in  the  disguise  of  Squire  George,  translating  his  Bible  in  safety. 
There  bloomed  the  St.  Elizabeth  of  Kingsley's  ''Saints  Trajedy,'' 
whose  bread  and  cheese  blossomed  as  roses  and  lilies.     There 
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at  that  castle,  the  Bach  fSunily,  one  hundred  and  twenty 
musicians,  met  every  year.  And  even  now  Ludwig  of  Bavaria, 
the  patron  of  Schwanthaler,  and  the  friend  and  patron  of 
Wagner,  shows  the  inspiration  of  the  old  Suabia.  Her  lovely 
fields  smile  on  art,  and  her  Black  Forest  stimulates  the  imagi- 
nation. 

Here,  while  the  Hohenstauflfen  dynasty  reigned,  poetic  com- 
position rose  to  high  splendor.  Kings  and  queens  were  its 
nursing  fathers  and  mothers.  Beautiful  women  smiled  on  the 
troubadours,  and  the  choice  of  a  mistress  of  song,  made  in  the 
silence  of  the  poet's  heart,  was  held  a  sacred  secret  of  the  soul. 
They  chose  her  as  a  spiritually  betrothed,  as  well  as  a  poet's 
dream  and  inspiration,  and. held  true  to  her  as  the  one  spouse, 
from  boyhood  through  old  age.  Individual  force  and  prowess 
were  honored,  and  true  democracy,  the  worth  of  the  man 
against  his  circumstances,  began  to  rule.  This  democracy  had 
been  fostered  by  chivalry,  and  now  the  adoption  of  the  com- 
mon national  tongue,  for  noble  and  peasant  alike,  introduced 
literature  to  the  populace,  and  stimulated  all  progress.  The 
young  squire  who  studied  obedience  first  of  all ;  who  learned 
to  obey,  that  he  might  afterward  command ;  who  saw  before 
him  no  limits  of  achievement,  save  those  that  his  own  strength 
and  courage  might  make  for  him,  aspired  and  wrought  with  the 
utmost  earnestness.  Once  a  knight,  he  wandered  in  search  of 
adventures.  Single-handed  he  met  giants,  dragons,  enchanters, 
powers  of  the  earth  and  powers  of  the  air,  all  to  be  vanquished 
single-handed ;  either  with  his  lance  and  battle  axe,  or  by  fidel- 
ity, purity,  and  prayer.     This  was  the  ideal  of  chivalry. 

In  breaking  away  from  classic  forms,  the  impure  Latin  of 
the  monkish  chronicles,  or  the  soldier's  ballads,  fell  into  disuse, 
and  the  native  dialects  of  the  poets  gave  freshness  and  sponta- 
neity to  their  natural  thoughts  and  emotions.  To  write  in  a 
foreign  language  of  itself  imposes  constraint,  and  as  language 
is  a  growth  of  race,  modified  by  climate  and  circumstance,  ex- 
pression is  far  more  forcefal  and  graceful  in  that  mother  tongue 
which  is  plastic  to  the  breath  of  her  children,  and  whose  mother 
soul  sways  to  their  intelligence.  The  songs  of  the  Minne- 
singers show  this  natural  grace  and  instinctive  harmony,  but 
they  are  obedient  to  a  severe  set  of  laws  which  develop  indi- 
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vidual  character  and  capacity  for  verse  to  its  utmost  Their 
rhyme  was  not  a  steel  gauntlet  into  which  the  moving,  living 
hand  was  crushed  or  lost,  but  an  elastic  silken  glove,  which  fitted 
the  potent  hand  without  constraint,  leaving  it  its  full  force  and 
freedom.  In  Mr.  Kroeger*s  admirable  book  on  the  Minne- 
singers he  explains  their  system,  and  we  quote  his  paragraph  as 
much*  better  than  anything  we  can  say.  "  Now  that  lines  of  a 
given  number  of  accentuations  or  feet, — ^in  music  we  say  beats 
— shoidd  have  optionally  five  or  ten  syllables,  seems  barbarous 
rudeness  to  those  who  look  upon  rhythm  as  anything  else  than 
the  mere  relation  of  sounding  time-moments  to  each  other.  To 
a  musician  it  is  clear  as  sunlight,  that  four  beats  of  ooiflmon  or 
triplet  music  may  have  any  number  of  notes,  provided  the 
tongue  can  utter  them  sufficiently  quick  or  slow  to  fill  the 
accentuations  ?  If  the  musician  can  rest  his  rhythm  with  ex- 
quisite eflFect  on  long  notes  or  syncopations,  as  Beethoven  loves 
to  do,  why  should  not  the  poet  be  allowed  to  check  his  rhythm 
all  at  once,  and  rest  slowly  on  monosyllabic  feet,  if  he  can  but 
find  the  proper  long  syllables  ?  If  the  musician  can  alternate 
I  and  f  time,  as  modern  music  loves  to  do  within  a  few  beats, 
why  may  not  the  poet  modulate  suddenly  from  trochaics  to 
anapests  ?  That  such  a  free  construction  will  not  answer  for 
songs  is  evident  enough;  songs  must  have  a  fixed  melody, 
that  once  established,  must  remain  precisely  the  same  for  all 
strophes;  but  for  the  narrative,  the  raconteur-style,  this  con- 
stantly varying,  and  yet  in  the  main,  in  the  accentuation,  uni- 
form rhythm  deems  to  me  most  admirably  adapted."  In  this 
freedom  of  rhythm  which  showed  the  very  fluttering  pulse  of 
the  singer,  as  it  now  nurried,  now  Mtered  with  feeling,  lies  a 
part  of  the  spontaneous  charm  of  the  German  minstrels.  But 
some  of  their  severe  rules  also  kept  them  fresh  ;  for  instance, 
no  poet  was  ever  allowed  to  use  the  same  form  as  another  poet. 
Moreover,  a  poet  was  obliged,  by  the  pressure  of  public  opinion, 
to  use  a  different  form  for  every  single  poem  of  his  own  crea- 
tion. Think  how  these  bards  were  put  to  their  mettle  to  com- 
ply with  these  stern  requirements  of  the  German  muse,  and 
notice  the  varied  and  vivid  forms  of  verse  which  sprang  from 
the  lips  of  these  improvisator!  I  Their  verses  were  all  written 
to  be  delivered  orally,  **  To  sing  and  to  say,"  Minnelied  and 
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Spruch,  hence  the  dramatic  and  oratorical  eflFect  of  their  verse. 
The  noble  and  beautiful  rhythms  of  these  troubadours  have 
never  been  equalled  nor  their  metrical  skill  surpassed  even  by 
professed  metre  students,  as  Tom  Moore,  Swinburne,  Morris, 
and  their  imitators. 

At  first  the  mythology  of  classic  art  blended  with  the  saints 
and  martyrs  of  Catholicism,  but  later  there  was  nothing  left  of 
these  borrowed  traditions  except  the  worship  of  the  feminine 
side  of  religion  in  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  the  enthronement  of 
woman  as  a  divinity,  a  view  borrowed  from  the  Arabs.  The 
saints  and  martyred  virgins  of  the  Bomish  Church  vanished 
before  these  human  beings,  not  too  wise  or  good  to  live  and 
enjoy  life  and  share  it  with  their  lovers,  but  better,  holier,  and 
more  spiritual  than  their  sworn  knights.  The  German  idea 
was  of  woman's  equality;  the  Minnesingers  raised  her  to  a  half 
divinity.  But  these  singers  borrowed  no  blood  from  other 
veins.  They  shuflSed  off  the  old  coils  of  classicism  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  stern,  rude,  coarse  courage  of  the  Scandinavian 
on  the  other.  They  found  a  new  and  lovely  climate  of  song, 
a  California  of  virgin  gold,  and  they  bequeathed  it  to  us. 

A  fresh  spirit  was  breathed  from  chivalry  into  literature,  and 
it  behooves  us  to  ask,  what  was  this  chivalry  ?  It  was  not 
merely  a  brilliant  fiction,  gilding  the  dark  ages  with  incredible 
glories  of  romance  and  devotion,  but  a  general  state  of  mind, 
which  disposed  men  to  heroic  and  generous  actions,  and  led 
them  to  cultivate  their  nobler  and  higher  powers  of  all  kinds. 
It  corresponded  in  the  nation's  life  to  the  period  of  youth  in  the 
individual  Indeed,  the  period  between  childhood  and  man- 
hood was  called  by  the  Anglo-Saxons  ^^ cnihthdd,^'  knighthood, 
and  in  the  old  ballads  knights  were  called  children,  as  in  the 
familiar  line,  "  Child  Roland  to  the  dark  tower  came."  Every 
bright  and  noble  boy  is  in  his  sentiments  a  knight  and  a  son  of 
chivalry.  Nature  works  thus  in  him,  till  the  actual  hardships 
of  life  batter  out  the  unselfish  instincts  of  self-sacrifice,  and  he 
learns  the  lesson  of  self-interest  from  the  necessity  of  self-pre- 
servation. 

Now  Bacon  remarks,  "  that  for  the  moral  part,  youth  will  have 
the  preeminence,  as  age  hath  for  the  politic,"  and  this  youth  of 
chivalry  is  the  flower  and  freshness  of  sincere,  genuine  poetry. 
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Its  form  was  dictated  by  the  breathing  soul,  which  moulds  the 
form.  As  a  deep  breath  changes  the  very  shape  of  the  body,  ex- 
panding the  chest  while  the  pulse  quickens,  and  the  blood  flushes 
to  the  extremities,  so  the  inbreathing  soul  forms  the  plastic 
language,  flashes  and  pales  it,  heaves  it  with  tumult,  heats  or 
cools  it 

Each  of  these  poets  followed  a  naive  and  generous  instinct, 
without  knowledge  and  without  limiting  the  power  of  beauty. 
Wherever  there  is  life  there  is  beauty,  and  the  poet  has  but 
to  choose  out  of  the  whole  world.  Let  him  but  listen  and 
repeat  the  sounds  of  life  on  his  magical  instrument  His  soul 
gives  utterance  to  the  dumb  silence  of  matter,  or  the  stammer- 
ing speech  of  man.  Each  thing  in  nature  has  its  own  song,  long 
or  short,  high  or  low  pitched,  rhythmical  regularly,  or  irregu- 
larly. These  melodies  the  poet  is  bound  to  translate,  each 
intact  and  pure  in  its  sentiment,  thought,  and  measure.  In  con- 
nection with  this  subject,  a  cultivated  friend  wrote,  alluding  to 
the  correspondence  between  the  established  measures  in  poetry 
and  the  metronomes  which  nature  establishes,  that  he  once 
amused  himself  by  a  comparison  of  the  Spenserian  stanza,  and 
the  Homeric  line,  referring  both  to  a  sea-beat,  the  former  to 
tidal  movement,  as  discovered  by  him  on  land,  the  latter  to  the 
less  involved  wave-movement  which  one  in  a  boat  would 
perceiva  These  were  the  first  protestings  against  customary 
limits  which  fetter  the  individual  and  throw  chills  on  his  burn- 
ing impressions,  putting  out  the  sacred  flame  of  poesy,  and 
leaving  only  its  dead  embers  behind. 

These  minne-singers  have  just  this  originality,  and  all  their 
works  please,  though  they  bear  no  resemblance  to  each  other. 
With  all  their  close  study  of  metrical  form,  they  kept  a  sim- 
plicity of  feeling  which  is  of  more  value  than  art,  for  they  never 
seem  to  correct  or  embellish.  There  is  no  tormenting  or 
fashioning  their  moods.  They  yield  to  them,  and  in  their  very 
awkwardness  there  is  the  grace  of  nature.  Mad.  de  Stael  says, 
"but  there  is  often  in  true  genius  a  sort  of  awkwardness,  similar 
in  some  respects  to  the  credulity  of  sincere  and  noble  souls." 
There  is  a  constraint  of  sensibility  which  affects  one  as  the  bro- 
ken utterances  of  deep  emotion.  The  same  thing  appears  later  in 
the  German  paintings  and  wood  carvings.     The  feeling  of  the 
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beautiful  and  true  lay  deep  in  their  lines  and  their  labor  was  to 
bring  that  out ;  the  form  in  which  it  came  was  quite  secondary. 
This  spontaneous  feeling  of  beauty,  this  fruitful  imagination,  a 
soul  full  of  love,  are  the  highest  gifts  of  youth  to  man.  As  the 
first  Adam  was  placed  in  the  garden  of  Eden  to  till  it.  So  each 
beautiful,  youthful  nature  is  surrounded  with  flowers  and  growth 
until  the  sword  of  knowledge  waves  between  the  ideal  life  and 
the  practical. 

It  is  a  saying  ascribed  to  Pythagoras,  that  he  who  exclusively 
exercises  his  mind  from  youth  in  mathematical  reasoning,  and 
the  exact  sciences,  will  be  deficient  in  wisdom. 

Taine  says:  "To  calculate  long  and  short,  to  be  always 
thinking  of  sounds,  of  final  cadences;  all  these  classical  researches 
spoil  a  writer.  Every  idea  has  an  accent,  and  all  our  labor 
ought  to  be  to  make  it  free  and  simple  on  paper,  as  it  is  in  our 
minds.  We  ought  to  copy  and  mark  out  thought  with  the  flow 
of  emotion  and  images  which  raise  it,  caring  for  nothing  but  its 
exactness  and  clearness.  One  true  phrase  is  worth  an  hundred 
periods ;  the  first  is  a  document  which  fixes  forever  a  move- 
ment of  the  heart  or  the  senses ;  the  other  is  a  toy  to  amuse  the 
empty  heads  of  verse  makers.  ....  Regular  rhythm 
mutilates  the  impetus  of  natural  invention ;  the  shades  of  inner 
vision  vanish ;  we  see  no  more  a  soul  which  thinks  and  feels, 
but  fingers  which  count" 

But  the  minne-singers  prepared  themselves  for  singing,  by 
stimulating  the  glow  of  inspiration.  They  cultivated  a  wide, 
free  interest  in  their  narrow  range  of  ideas,  a  wide,  free  imagina- 
tion. They  cultivated  also  their  art  of  poetical  composition, 
and  gave  to  it  hard  study  and  great  practice,  such  a  study  of 
rhythm,  language,  and  music,  as  even  the  most  thorough  poets 
of  modem  time  do  not  undertake  Reading  these  songs  only 
through  a  translation,  which  aims  at  literalness,  one  can  hardly 
understand  the  purity  of  rhyme  and  elegance  of  rhythmical 
construction  in  the  original.  But  form  is  never  superior  to 
spirit  They  yield  to  the  creative  power  and  not  to  the  critical. 
Some  one  says,  •*  All  original  art  is  self-regulated,  and  no  origi- 
nal art  can  be  regulated  from  without ;  it  constitutes  an  invio- 
lable whola  It  carries  its  own  counterpoise,  and  does  not 
receive  it  from  elsewhere.     It  is  an  animated  existence,  which 
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lives  on  its  own  blood,  and  which  languishes  and  dies  if  de- 
prived of  some  of  its  blood  and  supplied  from  the  veins  of 
another." 

This  intense  love  of  nature  in  art,  as  well  of  nature  in  the 
physical  world  so  characteristic  of  the  Teutonic  mind,  this 
rapturous  sense  of  the  earthly  and  the  heavenly  glory,  this  pan- 
theistic presence  of  divinity  everywhere  (added  to  deep  respect 
of  their  race  for  womanhood),  is  their  native  inheritance  But 
beside  this  feeling  of  woman's  equality  there  is  blended  with 
their  song  an  element  of  love  and  worship  brought  by  the  Cru- 
saders from  the  Arabian  Orient,  where  at  that  time  women  were 
learned  and  accomplished,  and  not  the  inhabitants  of  the  harem 
and  the  seraglio.  This  inspiration  for  their  minstrelsy  wove  a 
.  glittering  intershot  in  their  poesy,  which  seems  now  gold,  now 
green,  now  blue,  now  white,  in  its  changeful  beauty. 

The  old  Northern  elements  of  courage,  fidelity,  heroism,  are 
still  potent  in  their  character,  but  the  Northern  religion  seems 
of  the  past  Catholic  mysticism  has  rather  expression,  and 
sunny  Italy  seems  to  tinge  the  gloom  of  the  Saturnine  north. 
Honesty  was  refined  to  honor,  simplicity  and  good  feeling  ex- 
panded to  courtesy,  hospitality  was  a  virtue,  and  coarse,  rude 
courage,  such  as  now  vents  itself  in  England  in  dog  and  cock 
fights  and  the  prize  ring,  was  turned  against  the  enemies  of 
the  Cross.  This  spiritual  motive  ennobled  them,  and  from 
their  Saracen  antagonists  they  learned  letters  and  poetry.  But 
the  individual  was  never  sacrificed  to  any  rule  or  theory,  and 
conscience  grew.  Love  and  religion  were  the  two  strongest 
forces  of  thisf  renaissance,  or  perhaps  new  birth  altogether,  of 
letters. 

They  prided  themselves  on  their  adorations,  and  truly  the 
capacity  to  admire  and  reverence  is  one  of  the  noblest  in  the 
human  soul.  These  minne-singers  were  lovers,  perennial  lovers. 
There  is  an  elevation  of  feeling  and  a  religious  aspiration  which 
attends  the  birth  of  all  true  love.  The  mood  of  every  good 
affection  is  religious,  unselfish,  consecrate,  and  holy.  The  soul 
is  then  the  very  temple  of  adoration,  of  faith,  of  humility,  of 
holy  purity,  of  heroism,  and  charity.  The  human  being  at  that 
moment  shoots  up  into  the  angel ;  there  is  nothing  on  earth  too 
great,  too  hard  for  its  new  divinity  to  conquer.     And  this  exal- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


542  The  Protestantism  of  Medieval  Oerman  Art       [July, 

tation  of  the  natural  and  the  spiritual  life,  the  desire  for  victories 
in  earth  and  air,  these  battles  with  the  sword,  and  spiritual  vic- 
tories over  the  senses,  were  the  natural  states  of  these  minne- 
singers. This  was  the  first  outbreak  against  the  customary 
rules,  the  first  protestantism,  the  first  throwing  off  the  fetters  of 
the  understanding  which  often  cramp  the  individual  and  throw 
ice  upon  his  burning  impressions. 

The  second  development  was  in  architecture,  and  some 
account  of  Roman  architecture  and,  its  characteristics  is  neces- 
sary to  understand  the  hold  it  had  taken  on  the  G-erman  mind, 
and  the  upspringing  of  strong,  new  life  which  made  them  so 
elevate  and  change  the  old  forms. 

The  Roman  basilica  was  distinguished  by  strength.  Wher- 
ever the  Romans  extended  their  empire,  they  left  traces  of  their 
fortifications,  their  j  urisprudence,  their  architecture.  Treves,  in 
Germany,  is  full  of  Roman  buildings,  and  Roman  ruins  are 
found  all  over  Germany.  They  had  in  full  development  the 
column  and  the  rounded  Arch  or  the  vault,  and  these  were  com- 
bined in  such  proportions  as  to  produce  power  and  vastness. 
Solidity  of  execution  and  excellence  of  material  make  even 
their  ruins  defy  time,  and  express,  even  in  their  decay,  dignity 
and  glory.  The  walls  are  richly  painted  and  mosaic  adorned 
the  floora  The  thermae  of  Caracalla  are  like  the  debris  of  some 
huge,  wild  mountain.  They  held  sixteen  thousand  marble 
seats  for  bathers,  and  splendid  paintings  and  magnificent  sculp- 
ture decorated  the  galleries  and  immense  halls.  In  these  decayed 
and  destroyed  baths  were  discovered  the  Farnese  Bull,  the  Her- 
cules, and  the  Flora  of  Naples.  This  architecture  became,  in 
the  concluding  epoch  of  the  Roman  power,  more  and  more 
gigantic.  To  express  material  force  was  their  object  Aure- 
lian's  temple  of  the  Sun  was  tremendous.  Later,  the  fanciful 
Eastern  mind  influenced  the  rigid  Roman.  Palmyra  and  Tad- 
mor  give  examples  of  what  has  been  called  ancient  rococo  work. 

The  secular  buildings  in  Prussia  are  of  the  old  Teutonic 
order.  The  Artushof  of  Dantzic,  the  old  hall  of  assembly  of 
the  merchants,  is  a  distinguished  work  of  the  kind.  The  prin- 
cipal castle  of  this  order  is  the  proud  Marienburg ;  but  the 
churches  adhered  to  the  flat- roofed  basilica  and  the  romanesque 
arch.    Many  of  these  great  buildings  are  in  ruins,  as  for  in- 
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stance,  Eilhau,  which  took  twenty  thousand  men  to  build,  and 
Ingelheim,  the  favorite  castle  of  that  mighty  emperor  whose 
dominion  extended  from  Palermo  to  the  Baltic,  and  from  the 
Ebro  to  Baab.  Here  once  stood  that  palace  with  its  hundred 
gates  and  hundred  marble  columns  which  had  been  brought 
from  Bavenna,  whose  walls  glittered  with  gold  and  jewels,  and 
resounded  with  the  clang  of  arms  and  the  song  of  the  minstrel 

Architecture  is  a  positive  expression  of  the  mind  and  soul 
of  a  people.  It  can  be  the  expression  of  mere  convenience 
and  comfort,  a  sort  of  instinctive  self  protection,  or  it  may 
minister  to  the  highest  pleasures  of  the  intellect  and  the  emo- 
tiona 

As  the  German  mind  broke  away  from  classic  forms  and 
priestly  traditions  and  Bunic  spells,  and  ventured  to  use  their 
national  tongue  and  inform  it,  and  enrich  it  anew  with  fresh 
thought,  language,  and  higher  soul ;  the  plastic  art  of  sculpture, 
and  the  imaginative  and  mechanical  art  of  architecture,  began 
to  express  the  same  change  and  to  develop  original  and  power- 
ful creations.  They  did  this  from  no  theory,  but  from  a  divine 
instinct  seeking  after  the  relief  of  expression,  and  to  embody 
their  new  conceptions  of  the  ideal.  Life  was  astir  in  their 
veins  and  their  glad  free  instincts  could  not  be  cramped.  As 
there  was  an  inner  joy  in  the  perpetual  love  feasts  of  the 
Minnesingers,  those  nightingales  of  melody  with  the  joy  of  the 
lark  in  their  song,  so  these  designers  wrought  in  gladsome 
cheer.  "  Most  musical,  most  melancholy,"  could  not  be  applied 
to  them,  but  "  most  musical,  most  joyful." 

In  architecture  this  new  joy,  this  aspiration  of  all  yearning 
souls,  found  vent  A  lofty  and  delicate  construction  took  the 
place  of  heavy  strengtL  The  solidity  of  the  Boman  forms 
ceased  to  express  their  necessities  and  the  troubadour  verse 
brought  as  its  next  gift  after  fresh  and  delicious  poetry,  a 
romantic  and  imaginative  architecture.  The  national  mind 
strongly  awakened  longed  to  give  course  to  itself  with  greater 
freedom  and  independence  in  every  sphere  of  life.  The  build- 
ings became  bold,  light,  slender,  and  yet  sublime.  The  pointed 
arch  borrowed  from  Egypt  by  the  Moslems,  and  by  the  Cru- 
saders from  them,  was  first  made  the  leading  law  and  the  cen- 
tral point  of  construction.     Beginning  with  the  choir  of  Magde- 
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burg,  and  reaching  its  loftiest  expression  in  the  Church  of 
Cologne,  the  work  of  this  kindled  and  inspired  age  is  still  the 
delight  of  the  world. 

The  formal  character  of  the  ornamentation  also  changed; 
the  conventional  leaf  work  of  the  Eoman  style  gave  place  lo 
the  Teutonic  love  of  nature,  which  revelled  in  the  abundance 
of  its  native  flora,  and  delighted  to  portray  the  beautiful  leaves 
of  the  thistle  and  ivy,  the  oak,  the  rose,  and  the  holly.  Nature 
spoke  in  the  great  lines  of  the  buildings,  in  its  towers,  its 
curves,  its  lights  and  shadows,  but  also  in  the  details  and  deco- 
rations. GHass  windows  with  their  rich  illumination  took  the 
place  of  the  flat  wall  painting.  The  high  ceilings  lifted  the 
soul  as  the  lower  vaults  of  the  massive  Roman  buildings  had 
depressed  it,  and  the  aspiring  pillars,  the  bold  arches  of  these 
solemn  temples,  lit,  or  partly  luminous  by  colored  light,  ex- 
pressed a  period  of  fresh  youthful  faith.  Gothic  cathedrals 
were  the  oflFspring  of  this  mood.  Their  characteristic  features 
are  so  well  understood  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  dwell  upon 
them,  as  on  the  specialities  of  the  Minnesinger  verse.  Travel, 
photographs,  and  description  have  made  them  familiar  to  our 
readers,  and  there  are  good  examples  to  study  even  in  New 
York. 

A  new  style  in  sculpture  soon  took  the  place  of  the  calm 
classic  forms.  The  pure  antique,  noble  though  it  may  be,  did 
not  satisfy  the  awakening  of  the  national  mind.  The  old  sub- 
jects were  conceived  with  new  feeling,  were  surrounded  with 
new  treatment,  and  each  man  desired  ardently  to  breathe  oat 
his  own  belief  in  sacred  things,  his  own  personal  interest  in 
the  doctrine  of  the  redemption.  The  ascetics  of  the  Byzantine 
period  vanished,  and  tender,  joyous,  youthful  figures  grew  into 
shape,  beneath  the  loving  sympathetic  touch  of  the  carver's 
hand.  Even  the  masculine  figures  have  almost  womanly 
sweetness ;  expressing  the  love  of  the  Minnesingers;  the  mari- 
olatry  of  the  time,  and  the  respect  of  the  feminine  element 

Coleridge  says  that  in  the  faces  of  England's  bravest  admirals, 
even  the  most  adventurous  like  Admiral  Dampier,  there  is 
always  a  feminine  element;  and  we  all  know  Nelson's  last 
words,  "Kiss  me,  Hardy."  These  strong,  vigorous  creators  of 
a  new  style,  the  trouvferes  in  architecture,  sympathized  with 
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womanlj  tenderness,  and  the  delicate  feminine  imagination. 
The  draperies  of  these  figures  were  full  and  rich,  though  some- 
times formal,  and  they  flowed  in  soft  grace  oyer  the  slender  limbs. 
In  Italy,  linen  was  the  chief  clothing  which  fell  in  stiflF  and 
parallel  lines  from  its  very  texture,  but  in  more  northern  cli- 
mates, woolen  garments  were  necessary  and  this  softer  material 
influenced  the  draperies  and  made  them  looser  and  more  varied. 

The  statues  of  Christ  and  his  mother  and  his  apostles  in  the 
choir  of  Cologne,  are  very  beautiful  specimens  of  this  rebound 
from  classicism.  Their  attitudes  are  noble  and  beneficent,  their 
elevation  natural,  and  the  draperies  are  full  of  freedom  and 
graca  These  statues  likewise  are  touched  with  color  in  a  very 
effective  manner.  Nuremburg  is  full  of  fine  ornament  We 
often  see  photographs  of  the  porch  and  main  portal  of  the 
Frauenkirche,  the  central  point  of  which  is  the  glorification 
of  Mary. 

Suabia  was  very  rich  in  this  plastic  and  carved  work,  as  her 
language  was  richest  for  poetry.  Wolfram  von  Eschenbach 
displayed  in  the  German  chivalric  epic  the  wondrous  perfection 
and  highest  finish  of  the  poetry  of  that  day.  The  beautiful 
architecture  of  Nuremberg  has  its  mate  in  his  song  and  Suabia 
may  also  be  represented  by  Gottfried  von  Strasburg,  the 
greatest  of  all  the  poets  of  the  Minnesinger  period,  whose 
long  poem  of  Tristan  and  Isolde  can  hardly  be  praised  too 
highly.  It  is  much  beyond  Tennyson's  in  nobility  of  concep- 
tion, and  its  beauty  of  execution  is  simply  wonderfiiL 

It  is  curious  and  interesting  to  see  how  color  came  to  .this 
intellectual  race,  which  had  studied  form  so  severely.  The 
middle  ages  delighted  in  the  most  extensive  use  of  tinting,  not 
only  on  wood  carvings  but  also  on  the  stone  images  that  are 
found  in  the  interior  of  churches  for  ornament  and  monument 
This  sprang  from  the  intense  emotion  and  life  of  the  time ;  as 
the  best  critics  now  seem  to  decide  that  Turner's  immense  color 
was  his  expression  of  intense  emotion.  Form  did  not  express 
their  feeling,  only  their  thought,  and  they  needed  the  tender- 
ness of  color  to  qualify  the  severity  of  their  form.  Also  the 
many  colored  light  that  streamed  in  from  the  painted  windows 
required  that  the  same  principle,  or  tone  of  color,  should  be 
carried  through  all  the  other  ornamentation.     The  beautiful 
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altar  shrines,  for  instance,  were  filled  with  statues  and  relie&, 
shaded  with  perspective  painting  and  standing  out  from  a 
richly  designed  gold  ground.  These  little  figures  are  covered 
with  gilded  and  damasked  draperies  with  the  edges  and 
reverse  sides  tinted  with  glittering  color,  especially  blue  and 
red.  The  nude  portions,  especially  the  head,  were  colored  in 
the  most  tender  manner  after  nature,  and  the  gilded  hair  alone 
indicated  artistic  pedantry.  The  frames  of  these  altar  pieces 
are  equally  beautiful.  These  were  carved  in  the  most  elabo- 
rate manner  and  painted  gold,  blue,  and  red,  with  the  most 
masterful  and  practised  use  of  color. 

These  costly  carved  altars  were  new  expressions  of  the  new 
instinct  of  the  nation  for  varied  and  beautiful  form,  as  much 
so  as  the  lofty  and  ethereal  Gothic  architecture.  Travelers 
still  see  them  with  admiration,  and  in  many  of  the  old  German 
churches  they  have  preserved  the  polychromatic  ornament  of 
the  carving.  For  instance,  there  is  an  altar  in  Tribsees  in 
Pomerania  which  has  a  very  original  but  somewhat  rude  repre- 
sentation of  the  Lord's  Supper. 

The  illumination  of  manuscript  and  the  German  miniatures 
deserve  notice  from  the  harmony  of  the  designs  with  the  poems 
or  matter  to  be  illustrated.  These  at  first  were  only  lightly 
shaded  with  pen  and  ink,  without  color,  but  they  all  betray  the 
same  freshness  of  feeling,  tenderness  of  sentiment,  and  a  naive 
originality  which  harmonizes  with  the  character  of  the  poems. 
There  is  a  manuscript  of  Gottfried  von  Strasburg,  in  the 
library  at  Munich,  which  is  very  attractive.  The  limbs  and 
physical  organization  are  deficient,  but  a  just  feeling  is  ex- 
pressed in  the  attitudes ;  and  the  heads  are  simple  and  natural 
The  figures  are  uncolored  on  a  colored  ground,  but  the  dra- 
peries are  shaded.  The  paintings  all  through  the  Minnesinger 
manuscripts  partake  of  the  Gothic  style.  This  characterizes 
the  Weingartner  manuscript  in  the  Royal  Library  at  Stuttgart, 
belonging  to  the  latter  half  of  the  thirteenth  century ;  the 
numerous  pictures  of  the  Manesian  manuscript  in  the  library 
at  Paris,  and  the  manuscripts  of  William  of  Orange,  in  the 
library  at  Cassel,  in  the  year  1884,  which  exhibited  lightly 
sketched  figures  gracefully  placed  on  a  gold  or  tapestry  back- 
ground. 
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There  was  often  a  play  of  humor  in  the  illustration  of  sacred 
eventa  The  artistic  fun  of  the  Germans  indulged  itself  in 
peopling  the  margin  with  gay  branch  work  filled  with  devices 
of  the  free,  merry  fancy.  Their  humor  and  life  broke  out  into 
frolic  in  these  edges  of  leaves. 

But  there  was  danger  that  the  verse  and  the  decoration  in 
following  tenderness  should  lose  robust  strength  and  turn  to 
mannerism.  This  actually  happened  later,  when  sentiment 
became  sentimentality;  but  just  here,  the  Cologne  school  of 
noble  and  pure  development  rose  into  activity.  They  added 
depth  of  expression  to  grace  of  demeanor  and  childlike  purity. 
There  was  an  exaltation  in  their  devotion,  a  fervor  in  their 
humility,  that  atoned  for  the  lack  of  strength  and  manliness,  or 
the  absence  of  passionate  action.  The  Klaren  Altar  now  in  the 
Johannes  Kapelle  of  the  Cathedral  at  Cologne  contains  nume- 
rous representations  from  scenes  in  the  childhood  and  passion 
of  Christ  Here  the  heavenly  glory  quite  overpowers  the 
earthly.     "  The  soul  is  quite  alive,  the  body  scarcely  so." 

Stephen  Lochner,  whose  name  is  preserved  to  us  by  the 
traveling  manual  of  Albert  Diirer,  was  the  noblest  artist  of 
this  school.  He  had  thought  added  to  feeling,  and  he  fills  his 
carvings  with  the  same  deplh  of  innocence  and  pure  tenderness, 
and  uses  the  same  simple  and  noble  figures,  but  he  models 
more  strongly,  and  drapes  them  with  richer  ornamental  dress. 
But  he  never  loses  the  spiritual,  etherealised  atmosphere  of 
genuine  medieval  work. 

Stone  sculpture  was  introduced  later,  but  in  this  art  the 
Suabian  mind  shows  especially  its  power  and  activity.  Jorg 
Syrlin  the  elder  adorned  the  choir  stall  of  the  Cathedral  at 
Ulm  with  the  richest  wood  carvings,  and  about  the  same  time 
Meister  Christoph  was  building  and  carving.  The  Sacraments 
Gehaiise  in  Ulm  Cathedral  was  one  of  the  most  splendid  works 
of  stone  cutting.  The  pulpit  of  the  Cathedral  of  Freiburg  is 
another;  also  the  beautiful  pulpit  in  Strasburg  Cathedral. 
Also  the  rare  pulpit  in  St  Stephens  in  Vienna,  by  Meister  Pil- 
gram,  and  many  other  rich  tabernacles  and  lectoriums  through- 
out Germany  are  worthy  attention. 

Fainting  rose  to  great  excellence  in  the  North  under  Hubert 
von  Eyck,  but  never  to  the  large  splendor  of  Italy.     There 
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was  great  sublimity  about  it ;  blending  something  of  the  an- 
tique grandeur  with  youtliful  freshness.  The  Teutonic  artist's 
love  for  nature  made  him  transport  his  figures  into  the  midst  of 
smiling  life,  and  spread  about  them  the  glory  of  a  perennial 
spring.  But  it  ended  in  prettiness.  Denied  the  lai^e  wall  sur- 
&ces  of  Roman  architecture  that  would  hold  the  cycles  of 
great  events,  it  had  to  confine  itself  to  panel  painting  and  min- 
iature work.  They  never  had  the  opportunity  or  training  to 
paint  large  subjects  or  the  fulness  of  possible  existence. 

Upon  the  small  panels  an  artist  could  work  with  grace  and 
delicacy  ;  he  could  portray  the  never-ending  beauties  of  nature, 
he  could  express  Teutonic  joy,  the  same  joy  of  old  Chaucer, 
and  Shakespeare,  and  Milton  ;  and  draw  carefully,  as  they  had 
carved  carefully,  trees  and  plants  and  spires  of  grass.  But 
painting  never  attained  to  large  and  broad  treatment,  and  in  its 
details,  like  some  of  the  modern  pre-raphaelites,  neglected  some- 
times what  was  essential.  Even  Albert  Diirer  felt  the  fetters  of 
this  style.  After  this  Cologne  movement,  painting  sank  into 
ossification,  and  only  in  this  century  have  the  prophets  called 
the  dry  bones  from  their  graves.  The  mood  of  these  art  workers, 
the  poets,  the  architects,  the  painters  and  sculptors  of  Medieval 
Germany  were  very  similar.  There^was  always  the  same  ingen- 
uousness, the  same  ignorance  of  rules,  the  same  frankness  of 
intention.  In  all  the  arts  there  is  a  difficulty  in  preserving 
fresh  and  natural  grace.  But  in  this  old  work,  so  awkward,  so 
prim,  the  feeling  of  the  beautiful  and  true  shines  through  every 
position,  and  they  are  all  full  of  grace  and  action.  The  orna- 
ments are  simple  and  broad,  and  this  simplicity,  this  sponta- 
neity of  feeling,  is  infinitely  more  attractive  than  knowledge 
MacL  de  Stael,  quoted  before,  says,  "  but  there  is  often  in  true 
genius  a  sort  of  awkwardness,  similar  in  some  respects  to  the 
credulity  of  sincere  and  noble  souls"  (witness  Abraham 
Lincoln) ;  "  and  we  should  do  wrong  in  endeavoring  to  subject  it 
to  arbitrary  restrictions,  for  it  would  free  itself  from  them  with 
much  greater  difficulty  than  talents  of  a  second-rate  order." 
Here  the  formality  is  full  of  true  feeling,  which  is  greater  than 
art  A  modem  workman  would  be  shocked  at  the  absence  of 
knowledge.  He  would  wish  to  measure  or  decorate,  and  would 
have  tortured  and  embellished  these  simple  forms,  so  full  of 
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grace  in  their  stiffness,  to  correct  their  formality.  There  are 
things  which  are  spoilt  by  elaboration.  The  cry  of  anguish 
from  the  heart  would  be  ludicrous  sung  in  the  opera  wail  of 
despair.  The  spontaneous  smile  of  a  child  is  infinitely  more 
charming  than  the  studied  affability  of  a  prince.  In  a  word, 
the  product  of  unspoiled  natural  faculties,  of  that  happy,  holy 
confidence,  that  is  the  charm  of  childhood,  constitutes  the  best 
power  of  the  artist  The  true  artist  is  he  who  feels  his  life 
bounding  within  him,  who  enjoys  everything,  who  obeys  his 
inspirations  without  reasoning  on  them,  and  who  loves  all  that 
is  beautiful.  The  beauty  that  he  worships  may  come  to  him 
in  common  or  mean  shapes,  but  he  sees  it  and  recognizes  his 
own.  He  knows  his  own  needs,  he  knows  his  own  soul,  and 
nothing  that  that  soul  adores  is  common-place  to  him. 
"  Neither  call  I  anything  common  or  unclean."  It  is  beauty 
that  he  seizes  and  holds.  These  old  troubadours,  painters,  &c., 
were  all  governed  by  the  same  laws  of  production.  They  pos- 
sessed poetic  originality,  an  exalted  sensibility  and  more  imagi- 
nation than  science.  Not  that  study  and  painstaking  were  not 
necessary.  These  men  were  close  students  of  nature's  forms 
and  colors,  and  laborious  in  the  extreme ;  but  while  they  were 
in  the  prime  of  their  powers,  they  applied  their  efforts  to  the 
elaboration  of  their  thought  and  not  to  its  ornamentation. 

It  will  be  seen  from  this  brief  history  that  medieval  art  in 
Germany  broke  away  from  tradition  in  poetry,  leaving  the 
strict  forms  of  Latin  verse  on  one  hand,  and  the  cold,  dry  nar- 
rative of  facts  of  their  Scandinavian  ancestoi^s  on  the  other,  and 
bloomed  in  fresh  verse  filled  with  tender  sentiment  and  melody 
of  metre. 

Gothic  architecture  became  a  protestation  against  the  old 
Soman,  with  its  massiveness,  rectangular  lines,  and  low  rounded 
vaults.  The  decorations  of  carved  work  were  original  and 
instinctive,  and  the  change  from  flat  wall  painting  to  stained 
glass  windows  was  equally  novel  The  demand  for  polychro- 
matic color  was  a  fresh  and  spontaneous  instinct. 

In  reviewing  this  period  of  splendid  art  activity,  there  are 
certain  strong  characteristics,  which  all  express  the  same  state 
of  mind,  and  are  all  in  sympathy  one  with  another. 
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Ist  The  warmth  and  sioceritj  of  feeling  which  broke 
through  all  form,  good  and  bad  alike 

2d.  Simple  truth  and  naiVet^  of  form  united  with  candor  and 
purity  of  feeling. 

8d.  The  mere  beauty  often  sacrificed  or  made  subordinate  to 
moral  power. 

4th.  The  rariety  and  fertility  of  indiyidual  life,  such  as  no 
other  artistic  school  possessea 

6tlL  The  democratic  character  of  art,  while  the  aristocratic 
prevailed  in  Italy  and  Franca 

6th.  The  outbursts  of  German  humor,  best  known  to  us  by 
Holbein's  '*  Dance  of  Death,"  pathetic  if  fantastic. 

The  next  impulse  toward  Protestantism  was  in  religion. 
The  great  reformation  movement  of  Luther  absorbed  all  serious 
and  ardent  minds,  and  in  struggling  for  ireedom  of  individual 
conscience  and  will,  they  renounced  for  a  long  period  the  de- 
lights of  art.  The  deliverance  of  the  individual  in  every  way 
from  hierarchical  fetters  was  the  steady  aim  of  these  Protestants 
against  priestly  power.  This  struggle  is  historical  and  well 
known  to  all  readers. 

The  next  great  outbreak  of  German  originality  was  in  musia 
Bach  and  Mozsart  here  were  the  Protestanta  Music  is  essen- 
tially an  art  of  Christianity.  It  is  an  expression  of  yearning, 
of  aspiration,  of  suffering,  of  penitence,  of  striving  for  holiness, 
and  of  inner  spiritual  joy.  The  latest  child  of  the  Gods,  it  is 
the  most  divine,  the  most  ethereal.  It  is  essentially  the  lan- 
guage of  feeling,  and  though  modem  composers  are  using  it  as 
a  vehicle  of  thought,  their  music  as  yet  has  only  been  accepted 
by  the  thinkers,  and  not  by  the  populace,  as  their  natural  expres- 
sion. Bach  left  the  thrilling  strains  of  Italy  for  purer  melodies, 
and  his  strict  scientific  counterpoint  is  a  perfect  protestation 
against  the  languors  and  passion  that  filled  the  old  massea 
His  is  the  music  of  the  conscience  and  the  will.  Luther,  a 
charity  boy,  singing  io  the  streets  of  Eisenach,  prepared  the 
way  for  Bach  who  was  bom  at  Eisenach,  three-quarters  of 
a  century  later,  and  his  chorals  for  the  people  were  the  lights 
that  showed  Bach  his  great  works.  The  Minnesingers  at  the 
great  hall  of  the  Castle  of  Wartbui^  prepared  the  way  for 
Luther,  and  all  made  ready  for  Mozart 
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John  Sebastian  Bach  was  a  perpetual  protestant  in  his  con- 
trapuntal science  against  the  luxury  of  penitential  passion  and 
the  seductive  melody  of  the  Italian  mass.  In  his  stem  depend- 
ence on  the  organ  which  he  almost  recreated,  he  struck  the 
first  blow  at  the  unnatural  voices  of  the  pope's  choir.  Sim- 
plicity, individuality,  and  truth,  characterized  his  works,  and 
the  greatest  of  all,  "The  Passion  after  St  Matthew,''  is  the 
glory  of  music.  This  single-minded  soul  so  full  of  genius  was 
full  of  conscience  also.  '^  Ne  chankmi  que  pour  lee  mxisea  ei  luV^ 
The  musicians  of  his  time  adored  him ;  "  lU  avaieni  rec&nnua 
^uHl  iiait  le  plus  habile  de  organiateSj  les  plus  konnan  (dee  impravi' 
mteurSf  le  plus  savarU  dee  mueicians  de  fAllemagne^^^  but  his  full 
recognition  by  the  world  has  hardly  come  yet 

Mozart  was  deeply  moved  by  his  works  and  spent  hours 
over  them.  Indeed  the  celebrated  forty-eight  preludes  and 
fugues  of  Bach,  called  " Das  wohl  temperirirte  Clavier"  was  his 
favorite  relaxation.  He  was  never  without  it,  and  not  content 
with  simply  playing  them,  he  copied  them  in  his  own  hand- 
writing to  better  enjoy  them  through  the  help  of  another  sense. 
His  praise  gave  an  impulse  towards  the  study  of  Bach's  exalted 
works,  and  Bach's  creations  stimulated  Mozart 

The  great  Miserere  of  Palestrina,  and  also  one  of  AUegri, 
were  the  exclusive  property  of  the  Sistine  choir.  The  score 
was  never  permitted  to  be  copied,  but  when  Mozart  went  to 
Italy,  he  caught  it  from  the  singers  in  the  chapel  and  made  it 
his  own  first  and  the  property  of  the  world  afterwards  His 
father  gives  this  account  of  it :  "  You  are  aware  that  the  cele- 
brated "  Miserere"  of  this  place  is  in  such  high  esteem,  that  the 
musicians  of  the  chapel  are  forbidden,  under  pain  of  excom- 
jnunication,  to  take  any  part  of  it  away,  to  copy  it  themselves, 
or  through  another  person.  However,  u;e  have  it  already.  *  *■ 
Meantime  we  will  not  intrust  the  mystery  to  strange  hands;; 
ut  non  incurremus  mediate  vel  immediate  in  censuram  ecdesice."' 
Holmes,  in  his  Biography  of  Mozart,  adds,  "  The  difficulty  of  put- 
ting down  in  notes  the  Inusic  performed  by  a  double  choir,, 
abounding  in  imitation  and  traditional  eflfects,  of  which  one  of: 
the  chief  is  characterized  by  the  absence  of  a  perpetual  rhythm,, 
is  hardly  conceivable.  Hence  the  wonder  of  the  unexampled 
theji  of  the  Miserere  of  AUegri.     Mozart  accomplished,  his  task. 
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in  two  visits  at  the  Sistine  chapel  He  drew  out  a  sketch  on 
the  first  hearing,  and  attended  the  performance  a  second  time 
on  Good  Friday,  having  his  MS  in  his  pocket  for  correction 
and  completion.  It  was  soon  known  at  Bome  that  the  Miserere 
had  been  taken  down,  and  he  was  obliged  to  produce  what  he 
had  written  at  a  large  musical  party,  where  the  Musico  Christo- 
feri  who  had  sung  in  it  confinned  its  correctness.  The  gener- 
ous Italians  were  so  much  delighted  that  they  forgot  to  call 
upon  the  Pope  to  excommunicate  the  culprit"  This  mass  he 
emulated  and  surpassed.  It  was  the  seed  which  in  his  hand 
and  planting  grew  to  great  blades  of  noble,  weighty  grain.  His 
masses  soar  as  well  as  melt ;  ethereal,  noble,  and  tender.  If 
you  ask  the  difference  between  a  beautiful  Italian  mass  and  a 
beautiful  German,  we  would  say  that  it  was  the  difference  be- 
tween a  line  and  a  cube.  The  single  voice -part-masses  of  the 
old  Italians  are  linear,  the  instrumental  masses  for  all  instru- 
ments with  many  parts  are  solid.  Italian  ears  were  slow  to 
approve  the  piquant  chromatic  harmony  of  the  Germans,  and 
they  said  Mozart's  quartets  were  "  full  of  mistakes,  or  the  en- 
graving." Slowly  his  genius  has  conquered  the  ignorance  and 
self-will  of  his  adversaries ;  and  now  M.  Ffitis,  whose  authority 
in  music  is  so  high,  *'  considers  Idomeneo  the  basis  of  all  the 
music  of  our  day."  The  joy  and  gladness  of  Mozart's  work 
exhibits  the  true  troubadour  spirit  of  enthusiasm  and  happi- 
ness. Melancholy  was  sceptical  and  joy  was  fiaith  and  belief. 
Gayety  with  them  was  a  religious  grace,  an  act  of  piety  ;  and 
melancholy  was  weakness  and  degeneracy.  He  reflected  these 
moods  in  his  music  and  added  the  play  of  humor  in  his  Magic 
Flute,  and  Marriage  of  Figaro  in  true  German  iull-heartednes& 
The  Italians  accuse  him  of  neglecting  the  voice.  This  is  not 
true  I  He  learned  in  Italy  as  none  of  the  later  Germans  have 
learnt,  to  write  for  the  voice,  and  consult  its  capacities  and 
necessities.  But  he  superadds  the  powers  of  the  instruments 
to  the  voice,  sustaining,  enriching,  and  completing  it  The 
human  soul  enlists  matter  in  its  service,  brass,  and  wood,  and 
ivory,  and  governs  them.  Mozart's  influence  has  been  fiu* 
more  universal  than  Bach's,  for  Mozart  wrote  operas,  cantatas, 
quartets,  &c.,  while  Bach's  artistic  career  culminated  in  the 
oratorio  and  the  chorale.     Protestant  church  worship  and  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1874]  The  Protestantism  of  Medieval  German  Art  558 

development  of  that  austere  instrument  the  organ,  received  his 
lifers  attention.  But  the  two,  together  with  Beethoven  and 
Handel,  coming  after,  reorganized  musia 

In  criticism  the  Germans  are  still  protestant;  Lessing,  the 
Schlegels,  Winkelman,  Liibke,  and  Niebuhr,  have  rebuilt  the 
drama,  fine  afts,  and  history.  Kant,  and  Spinoza,  and  Hegel 
have  their  systems  of  philosophy,  and  the  Bible  and  the  Chris* 
tian  religion  find  its  severest  judges  in  this  thoughtful,  earnest 
nation.  As  their  past  has  been,  their  future  will  probably  be ; 
but  they  build  as  well  as  tear  down ;  create  as  well  as  destroy, 
dud  are  a  sort  of  universal  touchstone  among  the  nations* 
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Aeticjlb  vn.— the  sect  system.* 

The  phrase  which  stands  at  the  head  of  this  Article  is  not 
original  with  u&  It  jSrst  attracted  our  attention 'in  Dr.  Philip 
Schaflf 's  "  Religion  in  America,^^  reviewed  in  this  journal  several 
years  ago.  It  seemed  to  us  at  that  time  an  absurd  form  of 
expression,  little  short  of  a  contradiction  in  terma  Sect, 
thought  we.  as  it  exists  among  us,  is  not  a  system,  but  the 
negation  of  system,  rendering,  by  its  prevalence,  system  im- 
possible. 

But  there  are  men  among  us  that  profess  to  think,  who  take 
a  very  diflferent  view  of  this  matter — Christian  teachers  in  whose 
thought  the  division  of  the  Church  of  Christ  into  so  many  sepa- 
rate organizations  and  governments  as  at  present  is  not  con- 
fusion and  anarchy,  but  harmony — ^a  normal  order  of  the  Church 
of  God,  which  is  to  last  as  long  as  the  mediatorial  reign  of 
Christ — an  order  into  which  the  Church,  when  governed  wisely 
and  faithfully,  grows  and  develops  itself  as  naturally  as  child- 
hood grows  into  manhood. 

Such  a  view  of  the  subject  has  high  claims  upon  our  respect- 
ful consideration.  If  diversity  of  sects  springs  from  false  con- 
ceptions of  the  nature  of  the  Church,  from  unwarrantable  usur- 
pations of  powers  which  the  Founder  never  conferred,  and 
which  are  contradictory  to  the  spirit  of  the  gospel,  then  the 
prevalence  of  such  divisions  is  anarchy  and  confusion.  It  is  to 
be  regarded  as  a  symptom  of  a  morbid  social  condition,  which 
calls  on  us  to  apply  appropriate  spiritual  remedies  in  cheerful 
hope  of  a  cure.  Apologies  for  sect  are  in  that  case  no  more 
respectable  than  apologies  for  any  other  form  of  social  error  and 
wrong. 

But  if,  on  the  contrary,  religious  sect  has  its  foundation  in 
the  established  laws  of  God  and  human  nature,  if  it  rests  on 
clear  and  definite  principles,  which  are  capable  of  being  defi- 
nitely ascertained,  formulated,  and  proven,  principles  without  the 
reverential  observance  of  which  the  soundness  of  the  fiedth  and 

*  We  give  place  to  still  another  oontribution  to  the  more  full  discuBuon  of  tiilB 
subject.— Bditobs  of  thb  Nbw  Englandbb. 
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the  purity  of  the  Church  cannot  be  preserved,  then  are  we 
bound  respectfully  to  hear  and  weigh  the  words  of  those  who 
come  to  the  rescue  of  this  established  order  of  the  Christian 
ages,  at  a  time  when  its  foundations  are  a  good  deal  shaken,  or 
certainly  put  to  a  severe  test,  by  the  blows  of  many  earnest  and 
powerful  aasailants. 

It  was  for  this  reason,  we  presume,  space  was  given  in  the  last 
number  of  this  journal  to  the  able  Article  on  "  Sectarism,  Alli- 
ance, and  the  Basis  of  Fellowship."  Its  very  worthy  author, 
Rev.  S.  B.  Goodenow,  has,  with  a  hearty  good  will,  under- 
taken the  task  of  reducing  religious  sect  as  it  exists  in  Protes- 
tant Christendom  to  a  system.  This,  the  author  rightly  judges, 
is  exactly  what  must  be  done,  if  the  existing  condition  of  things 
is  to  be  defended  and  conserved.  If  sect  is  to  live  and  be  per* 
petuated,  it  must  be  as  a  system  and  not  as  an  anarchy.  He 
therefore  rightly  b^ns,  as  all  system-makers  must,  by  laying 
down  the  definitions  and  axioms,  out  of  which  systdhi  must 
grow,  as  the  plant  grows  from  its  germ.  He  manifests  a  confi- 
dence in  the  results  which  he  has  reached,  which  is  quite  refresh- 
ing in  these  days  of  doubt  and  unbelief,  by  exhibiting  these 
fundamental  elements  of  his  system,  in  the  way  of  naked 
statements,  as  possessing  such  self-evidenciog  power  as  to  re- 
quire no  confirmation  either  from  Scripture  or  reason.  He  will, 
however,  pardon  us  for  reminding  him  that  it  is  hardly  reason- 
able to  expect  that  they  will  be  accepted  as  self-evident  by  all 
his  readers.  We  must  ourselves  call  some  of  them  in  question, 
in  the  very  outset  We  are  really  unable  to  see  that  all  his 
definitions  are  truly  descriptive  of  the  fundamental  conceptions 
of  the  Church,  as  we  receive  them  from  its  Founder,  or  that  all 
his  assumed  axioms  are  really  self-evident  truths.  We  admit 
that  if  sect,  as  it  exists  among  us,  is  to  be  constructed  into  a 
permanent  system,  that  system  must  be  built  of  the  very  ma- 
terials which  he  assumes.  But  this  cannot  hinder  our  inquir- 
ing whether  those  assumptions  rest  on  any  substantial  founda- 
tion. If  not,  the  structure  which  is  built  of  them  is  but  a 
cloud  castle,  which  will  be  dissipated  into  thin  air  as  soon  as 
the  sun  is  up. 

1.  What  is  a  church  ?  Our  author  answers,  **A  particular  local 
church  is  an  organized  company  of  persons  engaged  together  in 
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honoring  Christ  and  advancing  his  cause,"  This  definition  is 
evidently  quite  too  broad.  No  one  would  think  of  calling  a  local 
woman's  board  of  foreign  missions  a  church,  and  yet  it  agrees 
in  every  particular  with  the  author's  definition.  In  like  man- 
ner, the  definition  includes  a  multitude  of  other  religious  socie- 
ties, actual  or  possible,  which  could  never  be  thought  of  as 
churches.  There  must  be  in  our  conception  of  the  church  some 
characteristic  feature,  which  distinguishes  it  from  all  other  organ- 
izations, religious  or  secular.  Our  author  gives  us  no  informa- 
tion at  all,  as  to  what  that  feature  is.  His  definition  is,  there- 
fore, an  entire  failura     It  distinguishes  nothing. 

There  is  no  definition  of  the  word  church  in  the  Scriptures. 
We  must  derive  our  conception  of  it  from  what  we  learn  of  the 
nature  and  constitution  of  the  churches  founded  by  the  Apos- 
tles, and  from  the  intimations  given  by  our  Lord  himself,  of 
the  nature  of  his  kingdom  on  earth.  A  careful  consideration 
of  all  the  intimations  which  come  to  us  from  these  sources, 
seems  to  us  to  point  directly  to  the  one  characteristic  feature  which 
distinguishes  the  church,  whether  universal  or  local,  from  all 
other  societies.  That  feature  is,  that  it  is  a  brotherhood  of 
Christian  disciples,  united  together  simply  and  only  by  the  one 
bond  of  figiith  in  Jesus  Christ  as  the  Saviour  of  the  world.  Its 
foundation  ever  standeth  sure,  having  this  seal,  "The  Lord 
knoweth  them  that  are  his."  In  God  s  unerring  view  they,  and 
they  only,  are  members  of  it  in  whom  this  faith  is  vital  and 
genuine.  To  our  view,  appearances  must  be  accepted,  and  all 
lovingly  recognized  as  belonging  to  it,  who  make  a  profession 
of  such  faith,  with  lives  that  do  not  contradict  such  a  profes- 
sion. Whether  this  is  the  conception  of  the  church  which  per- 
vades the  New  Testament,  we  submit  to  every  candid  reader  of 
that  book. 

2.  Our  author  not  only  furnishes  a  definition  of  the  church 
which  is  utterly  indeterminate  and  latitudinarian,  but  in  per- 
fect consistency  with  such  a  definition,  he  assumes  a  liberty  of 
individuals  to  organize  churches  according  to  their  taste  or  their 
judgments  of  the  fittest  way  of  promoting  the  spread  and  pre- 
valence of  the  gospel  in  the  world.  One  limitation  only  does 
he  distinctly  recognize  to  the  right  of  multiplying  separate  organ- 
izations, and  that  is  "  where  there  is  room  for  them."    Of  how 
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much  value  this  limitation  is  in  practice,  may  be  seen  from  the 
fact  that,  in  nearly  every  village  of  our  country,  outside  of  New 
England,  churches  have  been  multiplied  till  there  is  generally 
more  than  one  church  to  every  five  hundred  people.  To  Paul 
it  was  utterly  shocking  that,  at  Corinth,  men  should  say,  I  am 
of  Paul,  and  I  am  of  Apollo,  and  I  of  Cephas,  and  I  of  Christ, 
though  they  had  as  yet  made  no  organic  division.  But  many 
of  our  modem  doctors  of  the  church,  instead  of  rebuking  the 
first  manifestations  of  such  a  partizan  spirit,  as  a  sure  symptom 
of  carnality,  instruct  such  partizans  not  to  think  of  living  to- 
gether in  the  same  church,  but  to  separate  themselves  and  form 
a  church  of  their  own,  and  that  to  do  so  "  is  not  sectarian."  It  is 
''  not  sectarian  for  each  person  to  prefer  his  own  church  method, 
if  only  this  be  kept  subservient  to  charity  and  the  interests  of 
the  Redeemer's  kingdom."  To  Paul,  the  very  manifestation  of 
such  ^partizanship  as  threatened  such  a  division,  seemed  des- 
tructive of  charity,  and  a  decisive  proof  of  a  carnal  spirit.  How 
do  our  brethren  who  are  rallying  to  the  defense  of  our  denomi- 
nationalism  reconcile  Paul's  view  of  the  matter  with  that  which 
they  defend  7  Why  could  not  Paul  see  that  such  a  partizan 
spirit  is  inseparable  from  human  nature,  and  that  to  repress  it 
was  not  only  unwise  but  impossible?  Why  did  he  not  at  once 
settle  all  those  troubles  as  we  do,  by  advising  to  organize  the 
Pauline  Church,  and  the  Church  of  the  ApoUosites,  and  the 
Church  of  the  Cephasites,  and  the  Church  of  Christ  Then 
matters  might  have  been  arranged  as  satisfactorily  aixd  wisely 
at  Corinth,  eighteen  centuries  ago,  as  they  are  now  in  Boston, 
and  New  York,  and  Chicago,  and  St.  Louis.  Blessed  discovery 
of  these  modem  ages  I  Why  could  not  Paul  see  it?  Must  it 
not  have  been  on  account  of  his  Jewish  prejudices  ?  Let  us  not 
deceive  ourselves  Nothing  could  have  been  more  shocking 
to  one  imbued  with  such  a  conception  of  the  church  as  Paul 
held  and  fervently  cherished,  than  such  a  factious  condition  of 
Christendom  as  that  on  which  we  look  out  From  whatever 
quarter  this  idea  c  me,  that  it  is  not  sectarian  to  multiply 
separate  churches  *^  where  there  is  room  for  them,"  it  did  not 
come  from  the  New  Testament  In  the  estimation  of  Paul, 
there  is  no  "  room  for  them "  within  the  limits  of  Christian 
charity. 
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S.  Our  author  still  further  maintains  that  no  credible  evidence 
of  being  in  a  "  regenerate  state  "  is  any  reason  why  one  shotdd 
not  be  rejected  when  applying  for  membership  in  a  particular 
church,  or  why  he  should  not  be  excluded  fix>m  it,  if,  in  the 
judgment  of  its  members,  that  person  will  '^  not  honor  Christ  in 
that  particular  organization."  They  have  constructed  their 
church  after  their  own  taste  or  fancy  ;  they  have  a  perfect  right 
to  do  so  according  to  the  assumption  on  which  we  have  just 
remarked ;  and  if  this  fellow  disciple  does  not  like  their  way,  he 
must  pass  on  and  find  some  other  church  that  is  constructed 
after  his  fancy.  If  he  cannot  find  such  an  one,  he  must  stay 
without  till  he  can  make  a  sufficient  number  of  proselytes  to 
his  peculiar  views  to  form  another  church  according  to  his  taste. 
Then  we  may  be  sure  he  will  have  no  difficulty  in  finding  that 
there  is  **room  enough  for  it" 

The  author  is  perfectly  right  in  regarding  this  principle  as 
fundamental  to  the  sect  system,  and  yet  it  is  of  very  recent 
origin.  There  is  no  trace  of  its  recognition  in  the  Apos- 
tolic age,  or,  so  &r  as  our  information  extends,  in  any  other 
age  previous  to  the  Reformation.  The  reformers  themselves 
were  very  reluctant  to  give  it  any  countenance.  It  is  still 
resisted  by  the  Soman  Catholic  Church,  and  by  all  High 
Church  Episcopalians.  The  different  Protestant  communions 
have  never  assented  to  it  as  a  doctrine  of  Scripture,  but  only  as 
a  necessity  of  their  position.  The  various  Protestant  organiza- 
tions exist,  and  have  been  multiplied,  and  they  meet  each  other 
face  to  face  on  the  same  territory.  Each  asserts  its  own  right 
to  be,  and  in  doing  so  is  forced  to  concede  the  same  right  to 
other  organizations.  Thus  the  right  of  any  company  of  believ- 
ers to  organize  a  church  for  themjselves,  and  according  to  such 
constitutions  and  laws  as  they  may  choose  to  adopt,  has  become 
recognized  as  a  necessity  of  our  present  condition,  and  to  a  great 
extent  accepted  as  an  axiom.  No  one  pretends  to  prove  it  from 
Scripture,  or  to  reconcile  it  with  Apostolic  teaching  and  prac- 
tice. It  is  purely  the  result  of  an  ^ort  of  the  various  Protes- 
tant denominations  to  vindicate  their  own  right  to  he.  But  its 
adoption  has  opened  all  the  flood-gates,  and  while  it  is  retained 
and  acted  on,  to  form  a  new  Church  of  Christ  will  be  regarded 
as  a  thing  as  easy  as  to  form  a  debating  society,  and  sects  will 
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swarm  through  Christendom  in  ever  increasing  numbers,  so 
long  as  there  is  room  for  them ;  and  when  at  last  there  is  no  longer 
room  for  them,  the  sustaining  of  any  organized  church  will  be 
an  impossibility.  We  can,  within  our  personal  knowledge, 
point  to  places  where  this  consummation  has  already  been 
reached. 

We  say  this  assumption  has  no  support  from  Scripture. 
Who  ever  heard  in  Apostolic  times  of  two  churches  organized 
on  the  same  territory,  or  even  on  different  territories,  to  repre- 
sent different  phases  of  religious  belief  or  practice  ?  To  ask  the 
question  is  to  answer  it  What  did  Paul  mean  when  he  said 
"  Him  that  is  weak  in  the  fiiith  receive  ye  ?*'  Why  was  not  the 
question  about  eating  things  sacrificed  to  idols  solved  by 
organizing  churches  of  two  denominations,  representing  this 
diversity  of  views  and  practices?  Why  did  not  those  who 
thought  it  wrong  to  eat  such  things,  when  in  the  majority, 
make  rules  shutting  out  those  that  thought  and  practiced  dif- 
ferently ?  Why  did  not  the  Apostles  recommend  the  organizing 
of  separate  churches,  and  then  exhort  those  churches  to  tolerate 
and  recognize  one  another,  instead  of  insisting  on  toleration  of 
individuals  in  the  same  church  ?  Why  was  not  the  same  course 
pursued  as  to  the  differences  between  the  Judaising  and  the 
Gentile  Christians  7  When  these  questions  can  be  satisfactorily 
answered,  we  shall  see  some  possibility  of  engrafting  the  sect 
system  upon  the  churches  of  the  Apostles.  But  we  venture  to 
predict,  not  only  that  this  will  never  be  done,  but  that  it  will 
never  be  attempted.  Till  this  can  be  done,  the  assumption  of 
which  we  are  speaking  must  be  regarded  as  a  sad  necessity, 
created  by  the  sect  system  itself,  in  its  hopeless  struggle  to 
defend  its  own  right  to  be,  and  as  resting  on  no  other  founda- 
tion whatever. 

4.  Though  our  author  admits  the  existence  of  the  Church 
Universal,  and  that  all  its  members  have  a  right  to  all  the  priv- 
ileges which  God  has  given  to  his  people,  he  still  assumes  that 
local  churches  alone  possess  the  ''power  of  the  keys;"  and 
that  consequently  no  one  can  ever  gain  admission  to  the  Church 
Universal,  or  a  right  to  Baptism  and  the  Lord's  Supper,  except 
by  the  action  of  some  particular  church.  When  one  has  thus 
gained  admission  through  the  door  of  a  particular  church,  be 
becomes  entitled  to  communion,  not  only  in  the  particular 
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church  which  has  admitted  him,  but  in.  all  other  churches. 
If  a  particular  church  excludes  one  who  is  in  "  a  regenerate 
state,'*  as  it  may  with  propriety  do,  when  in  the  judgment  of  a 
majority  of  its  members  he  will  not  "honor  Christ  in  their 
body,"  he  is  out  of  the  Church  Universal,  till  he  can  find  some 
other  particular  church  that  will  open  its  doors  to  him,  and  to 
whose  laws  he  is  willing  to  submit  If  he  is  unsuccessful  in 
this  search,  he  must  stay  out  of  the  fold,  till  he  can  persuade 
others  to  unite  with  him  in  organizing  a  new  church  which,  as 
soon  as  organized,  will  possess  the  mysterious  power  of  the 
keys  as  fully  as  those  that  previously  existed.  One  Christian 
disciple,  however  dear  to  the  Master,  is  out  of  the  Church  Uni- 
versal and  cut  off  from  its  rights  and  privileges.  But  if  he  can 
find  a  handful  of  believers  in  Christ  who  are  of  the  same  mind 
with  himself,  they  can  effect  a  new  organization,  and  not  only 
thereby  open  a  door  for  themselves  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven, 
but  obtain  "the  power  of  the  keys,''  and  admit  all  others  who 
accept  the  peculiar  views  which  they  wish  to  represent  in  a 
church  organization,  not  only  to  communion  with  them,  but 
with  all  other  Christian  churches. 

It  is  quite  unnecessaiy  to  waste  time  in  showing  how  utterly 
alien  these  assumptions  are  from  that  conception  of  the  Church 
which  is  found  in  the  New  Testament  No  sane  man  will  ever 
attempt  to  find  any  sanction  for  them  in  that  book ;  they  are 
purely  the  results  of  the  dire  necessities  to  which  sect  has 
reduced  us.  We  cannot  deny  the  blessed  oneness  of  the  Church 
Universal,  or  that  every  true  disciple  of  Christ  has  a  right  to  a 
place  in  that  Church,  and  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  its  privilegea 
If  then  we  claim  for  each  particular  church  the  right  to  frame 
its  own  constitution  and  its  own  laws,  we  cannot  deny  to  other 
Christians  whom  by  those  laws  we  exclude  itom  our  church, 
the  right  to  organize  a  church  for  themselves,  representing  their 
own  ideas,  as  our  church  represents  ours.  We  cannot  disown 
the  communion  of  saints.  We  therefore  admit  and  maintain 
that  all  persons  in  regular  membership  with  any  particular 
church,  "  all  members  in  good  and  regular  standing  with  sister 
churches"  are  entitled  to  a  seat  at  the  Lord's  table  whenever  it 
is  spread.  Thus,  though  we  have  rent  the  Lord's  body  into  a 
thousand  fragments,  we  seek  to  heal  all  those  ghastly,  bleeding 
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wounds,  by  the  barren  form  of  occasional  commanion  together 
in  the  Lord's  Supper. 

Such  is  the  ''  sect  system"  as  it  is  accepted  and  explained  by 
one  of  its  most  earnest  and  sincere  defenders,  and  as  we  believe 
it  is  held  and  defended  by  thousands  of  devoat  Christians  and 
zealous  ministers  of  Christ  at  the  present  time.  We  do  not 
believe  any  more  argument  is  necessary  to  show  how  utterly 
false  and  untenable  are  its  principles,  and  how  utterly  indefen- 
sible it  is  as  a  system.  When  it  is  distinctly  contemplated 
as  a  whole,  and  with  a  clear  statement  of  the  assumptions  on 
which  it  rests,  its  own  intrinsic  hideousness  is  not  only  appar- 
ent, but  very  shocking  to  every  mind  that  is  accustomed  to 
contemplate  with  affectionate  reverence  the  moral  scenery  of 
the  New  Testament 

But  though  it  seems  to  us  that  fairly  to  state  these  assump- 
tions is  to  refute  them,  there  are  other  relations  of  the  subject 
more  or  less  distinctly  brought  into  view  in  the  Article  on  which 
we  are  commenting,  which  require  a  little  further  consider- 
ation. 

We  have  here  definitions  of  '*  Schism"  and  "  Sectarism" — 
sectarianism  we  prefer  to  say.  ^*  He  only  is  a  schismatic  who 
eucourages  separation  into  distinct  churches  where  they  are  not 
needed ;  where  there  are  not  members  enough  to  warrant  the 
outlay."  And  who  is  to  judge  whether  they  are  needed  ?  What 
numbers  would  warrant  the  outlay  ?  Every  one  must,  in  the 
nature  of  the  case,  answer  these  questions  for  himself;  and 
when  a  brother  has  answered  them  conscientiously,  what  right 
has  another  to  arraign  him  for  his  decision,  and  call  him  a 
schismatic?  If  all  the  churches  in  the  community  in  which 
one  lives  impose  creeds  to  which  he  cannot  sincerely  subscribe, 
or  governments  to  which  he  cannot  conscientiously  submit,  and 
make  the  acceptance  of  their  creeds  or  governments  a  con- 
dition of  admission  to  the  privileges  of  the  household  of  God, 
it  will  surely  not  require  much  time  to  decide,  that  in  that 
community  there  is  room  for  a  church  to  which  one  can  be  wel- 
comed, without  receiving  any  yoke  on  his  neck  which  Christ  has 
not  imposed.  A  Christian  disciple  in  such  circumstances  would 
not  long  hesitate  to  accept  any  number  of  fellow  disciples  will- 
ing to  join  with  him  in  such  an  organization,  as  a  *'  sufficient 
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Dumber  to  justify  the  outlay/'  If  he  was  charged  with  schiBin, 
if  he  was  told  there  were  too  many  churches  already,  his  suffi- 
cient answer  would  be,  that  the  &ult  lay  not  with  him  but  with 
those  who  persisted  in  excluding  their  Christian  brethren  from 
the  privileges  of  the  church  by  arbitrary  rules  of  their  own 
devising ;  that  theirs  were  the  churches  for  which  there  was  not 
room  enough,  not  that  church  whose  doors  were  always  open  to 
all  the  Lord's  dear  people.  The  guilt  of  schiAm  always  does 
lie  with  those  who  exclude  from  the  privileges  of  the  church 
persons  who  make  a  credible  profession  of  discipleship.  If 
such  exclusion  is  not  schism,  then  there  can  beuo  schism.  The 
very  same  principle  that  sanctions  the  exclusion,  authorizes  the 
excluded  to  make  for  themselves  such  a  religious  home  as  their 
tastes  and  consciences  requira  The  limitation,  "  where  there 
is  room  enough,"  becomes  utterly  futile,  and  the  sin  of  schism 
impossibla  If  this  principle  is  admitted  and  acted  on,  sect  will 
not  only  be  as  lasting  as  Christianity,  but  the  number  of  sects, 
not  only  where  there  is  room  for  them  but  where  there  is  not, 
will  go  on  increasing  with  ever  accelerated  rapidity,  and  the 
only  end  will  be,  when  they  are  so  multiplied  that  the  support 
of  any  religious  organization  has  become  impossible.  Nor  is 
the  day  distant  when  that  end  will  be  reached. 

So  of  sectarianism,  he  is  the  sectarian  who  necessitates  secta* 
rian  separation,  and  not  he  who  favors  the  formation  of  another 
church  where  the  number  of  churches  is  already  inconveniently 
large,  provided  he  is  excluded  from  the  churches  that  are  there, 
by  creeds,  forms,  and  governments,  to  which  he  cannot  submit 
with  good  conscience.  This  can  easily  be  tested  by  a  case. 
For  a  community  of  one  thousand  souls  one  church  is  much 
better  than  two.  Suppose,  then,  that  in  such  a  community 
there  is  already  a  Baptist  church  embracing  a  majority  of  all  the 
Christian  people,  in  which  all  is  right  and  Christian,  except  that 
close  communion  is  rigidly  enforced.  A  minority  of  the  Chris- 
tian people  are  conscientiously  opposed  to  close  communion. 
What  shall  they  do  7  There  is  not  room'  for  another  church. 
If  this  minority  organizes  a  church  in  which  the  privileges  of  the 
Christian  household  are  free  to  all  true  disciples,  are  they  guilty 
of  schism  ?  Or  does  the  sin  of  schism  lie  at  the  door  of  the 
exclusive  majority  7    Or  shall  we  adopt  the  fundamental  prin- 
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oiple  of  sect,  that  the  majority  have  a  right  to  organize  the 
church  according  to  their  fancy,  and  the  minority  have  the  same 
right?  We  cannot  escape  the  conclusion.  Either  the  sin  of 
schism  and  the  charge  of  sectarianism  lie  at  the  door  of  the  ex- 
clusive majority,  or  they  lie  nowhere.  The  same  considerations 
apply  with  equal  force  to  any  other  condition  of  full  member- 
ship than  credible  evidence  of  true  discipleship,  in  any  church 
whatever. 

This  position  is  not  a  novelty.  It  is  as  old  as  the  Church  of 
Christ  It  is  the  doctrine  especially  of  the  fathers  of  Congre- 
gationalism from  the  beginning.  Our  fathers  of  the  early  New 
England  churches  did  not  impose  their  creeds  as  denomina- 
tional tests  to  ascertain  the  fitness  of  the  candidate  to  honor 
Christ  in  that  particular  church,  but  as  tests  and  evidences  of 
genuine  faith  in  Christ  In  no  part  of  the  history  of  the  Con- 
gregational churches  has  the  acceptance  of  a  creed  been  regarded 
in  any  other  light  than  as  afibrding  evidence  of  the  genuineness 
of  the  candidate's  fiiith  in  Christ  Mr.  Goodenow's  concep- 
tion of  a  basis  of  Congregational  fellowship  as  distinct  from 
Christian  fellowship  is  a  very  recent  novelty  among  us,  and  we 
suppose  that  few  of  our  leading  minds  have  to  this  day  adopted 
it  We  believe  the  accepted  doctrine  of  Congregationalism  to 
day  is,  that  credible  evidence  of  discipleship  is  the  only  proper 
condition  of  membership  in  the  church,  "credible  disciple- 
ship," not  "creditable,"  as  Mr.  Goodenow  has  it  We  never 
set  ourselves  up  as  searchers  of  hearts,  or  represented  our 
fathers  of  New  England  as  having  attempted  any  "system  of 
judging  hearts  and  destinies." 

As  our  author  proceeds,  he  warms  with  the  friction  of 
Tiis  own  argument,  and  points  ont  \^  the  fatal  resuW^  "This 
system  "  (that  is,  the  doctrine  that  there  should  be  no  condition 
of  church  membership  but  credible  evidence  of  discipleship) 
"  must  do  away  with  all  church  discipline,  all  law  and  order  in 
the  household  of  God — and  must  introduce  complete  license 
and  anarchy."  As  we  read  these  sentences  we  paused  to  \fron- 
der  what  the  writer's  ideas  of  church  discipline  might  be.  If 
the  design  of  church  discipline  is,  as  set  forth  in  Christ's  own 
words,  to  reclaim  and  restore  our  erring  brother,  and,  in  case  of 
a  failure  of  all  effort  to  persuade  him  to  return  to  obedience  to 
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the  laws  of  Christ,  to  separate  him  from  the  company  of  the 
believers,  we  are  quite  unable  to  perceive  that  the  sect  sys- 
tem which  our  brother  has  constructed,  has  any  tendency  to 
encourage  and  &cilitate  the  exercise  of  it  No  enactment  of  any 
new  law  is  necessary ;  the  very  words  of  our  Lord  referred  to 
above  are  law  enough,  and  any  addition  to  it  by  our  enactment 
is  an  impertinent  usurpation  which,  in  practice,  can  only  be 
vexatious  to  the  "household  of  Qtod."  If  credible  evidence  of 
discipleship  is  the  one  only  term  of  admission,  then  the  lack  of 
such  credible  evidence  is  the  only  justifiable  ground  of  exclu- 
sion. This,  and  this  only,  is  the  discipline  which  our  Lord 
enjoins.  Our  author  seems,  however,  to  have  quite  another 
notion  of  discipline.  With  him  it  is  the  right  to  enforce,  by 
exclusion  from  the  supper  of  the  Lord,  any  constitutions,  rules, 
and  laws  which  a  particular  church  may  choose  to  adopt  ,  This 
is  the  church  discipline  of  the  sect  system,  which  every  secta- 
rian and  schismatic  church  adopts.  To  our  author's  mind  sect 
is  not  only  a  system,  but  the  only  possible  system.  The  ab- 
sence of  it  is  anarchy  and  confusion.  Anarchy  indeed  I  How 
the  moral  order  of  the  universe  will  come  to  an  end,  when 
neither  close  conununion  nor  any  particular  mode  of  applying 
water  in  baptism,  nor  submission  to  the  authority  of  bishops, 
nor  to  the  jurisdiction  of  Presbyterian  Church  courts,  nor  sub- 
jection of  any  other  laws  of  man's  enactment  over  the  house 
of  God,  can  be  any  longer  enforced  by  church  discipline  and 
exclusion  from  Christian  rights  and  privileges  I  No  wonder  he 
shrinks  away  with  horror  from  the  prospect,  and  hastens  to 
take  refuge  in  the  admirable  "  law  and  order  "  of  his  cherished 
sect  system,  under  which,  in  these  later  years,  the  Church  has 
enjoyed  such  charming  tranquility.  How  peaceful  the  Church 
has  been  during  the  last  half  century  1  Our  soul  hath  in  re- 
membrance the  trial  of  Dr.  Lyman  Beecher  and  Mr.  Albert 
Barnes  for  heresy,  the  "Act  and  Testimony,"  the  disruption  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  the  trial  and  condemnation  of  Stephen 
H.  Tyng,  Jr.,  the  Cheney  case,  the  disruption  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  now  going  on,  and  many  other  incidents  of 
our  church  life,  too  numerous  to  mention.  No  wonder  our 
brother  is  appalled  at  the  prospect  that  this  blessed  tranquility 
may  one  day  end  in  the  destruction  of  all  church  discipline, 
except  what  Jesus  enjoined  in  the  eighteenth  chapter  of  Matthew. 
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Are  we  asked  if  the  Church  can  make  no  laws  and  regula- 
tions for  herself?  We  answer,  the  regulations  which  a  particu- 
lar church  needs  for  its  own  convenience  are  not  properly  laws. 
They  do  not  form  a  basis  for  the  exclusion  of  members.  They 
are  in  no  sense  conditions  of  membership  or  terms  of  com- 
munion. They  are  matters  of  common  consent  for  the  gene- 
ral convenience.  They  are  not  matters  of  conscience,  but 
of  tasta  A  very  moderate  share  of  the  Christian  temper 
will  always  suffice  for  arranging  them  in  a  spirit  of  conces- 
sion and  harmony.  And  they  can  rarely,  if  ever,  be  the  basis 
of  a  church  division.  Difficulties  of  this  sort  are  in  no  way 
relieved,  but  greatly  aggravated,  by  the  presence  of  the  sect 
system.  .  If  in  the  arrangement  of  these  details,  any  ill  feeling 
has  been  occasioned,  a  permanent  rupture  of  fraternal  ties,  a 
removal  of  church  relations  to  the  "  church  of  another  denomi- 
nation," may  be  expected.  As  easy  divorce  fosters  conjugal 
discontents  and  alienations,  so  the  facility  of  rupturing  church 
relations  afforded  by  the  proximity  of  other  denominational 
churches  aggravates  all  tendencies  to  broils  and  contentions  in 
the  fiunily  of  Christ 

As  already  intimated,  the  recognition  of  the  oneness  of  the 
Christian  brotherhood,  which  is  provided  for  in  the  "sect  sys- 
tem," is  utterly  inadequate  to  the  necessities  of  the  Christian 
cause,  and  fruitless  of  any  valuable  results.  Any  one  who  has 
regarded  this  subject  in  a  practical  and  not  merely  in  a  theo- 
retical and  sentimental  light,  knows  well  that  the  unity  which 
is  needed  is  unity  in  action,  cooperation  in  Christian  work.  This 
is  precisely  what  the  sect  system  renders,  for  the  most  part,  im- 
possible. However  united  in  formal  acts  of  communion,  the 
practical  aspect  we  present  to  each  other  and  to  the  world  is 
one  of  separation  and  rivalry,  often  of  antagonism.  ^We  do  not 
unite  to  build  so  many  houses  for  the  worship  of  God,  and  of 
such  costliness,  as  the  common  cause,  in  our  united  judgment, 
demands,  but  such  and  so  many  as  our  separation  and  our 
mutual  rivalries  render  necessary.  These  lines  are  written  in  a 
city  of  about  ten  thousand  people  with  twenty  church  edifices, 
and  it  is  expected  the  twenty -first  will  soon  be  erected.  The 
number  of  churches  we  build  depends  not  at  all  upon  the  wants 
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of  the  common  cause,  but  upon  our  ideas  of  denominational 
necessities.  The  same  necessities  of  the  sect  system  compel  us 
to  sustain  twenty  or  more  pastors  when  all  the  simply  Christian 
interests  of  the  community  could  be  better  served,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  all  intelligent  men,  by  five  pastors  than  by  twenty. 
The  same  necessities  of  sect  render  it  impossible  for  us  to  unite 
in  founding  colleges  and  other  seminaries  of  learning,  and  com- 
pel us  to  fritter  away  our  resources  and  our  personal  energies 
in  many  feeble  and  starveling  institutions,  where  a  few  only  are 
needed,  or  can  be  sustained.  When  sensible,  practical  men  out- 
side of  the  Church  ask  us  why  we  commit  all  this  wasteful  ex- 
travagance and  folly,  our  only  answer  is,  the  necessities  of  sect 
compel  us.  The  sect  system  renders  it  impossible  that  we 
should  be  united  in  these  practical  works  of  patriotism  and 
Christian  munificence.  This  is  practical  schism — ^practical  sec- 
tarianism, and  while  it  remains,  it  will  be  the  weakness  of  the 
Christian  cause,  and  the  reproach  of  the  Christian  name,  however 
we  may  seek  to  throw  over  it  a  covering  of  sentimentalism  by 
our  occasional  acts  of  inter-communion.  The  gospel  is  not 
sentimentalism,  but  love  and  good  works.  Our  occasional  inter- 
communion is  sadly  contradicted  by  our  habitual  lives  of  separ- 
ation and  rivalry. 

With  what  fervid  enthusiasm  have  millions  of  hearts  been 
filled  in  reading  of  that  ever  memorable  communion  season  at 
the  Madison  Square  Presbyterian  Church,  during  the  sessions  of 
the  Evangelical  Alliance  in  the  fall  of  1878.  In  the  joy  inspired 
by  that  grand  occasion,  we  could  almost  believe  that  the  Church 
had  escaped  at  last  from  the  wilderness,  and  crossed  the  Jordan 
into  the  Promised  Land.  But  how  momentary  I  It  was  only  a 
glimpse  of  the  "gate  of  the  celestial  city"  from  the  "Delectable 
Mountains."  Those  great  and  good  men  of  many  communions 
only  a  few  hours  afterwards  left  those  high  places  of  the  Church 
of  God,  to  return  to  that  wilderness  of  practical  sectarianism 
from  which  they  had  only  for  a  brief  hour  escaped,  there  to 
struggle  and  toil  in  weakness  and  sorrow  till  God  shall  call  them 
home.  One  thing  only  was  wanting  to  have  made  that  scene 
perfectly  satisfactory  to  the  longings  of  every  devout  soul.  It 
was  that  on  that  holy  mount  of  realized  Christian  brotherhood, 
they  should  have  built  a  tabernacle  for  the  whole  Church  of 
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God,  into  which  she  should  enter  and  go  no  more  out ;  that  the 
oneness  of  the  Christian  brotherhood  should  hereafter  be  as 
completely  realized  in  all  the  details  of  Christian  work  and  prac- 
tical beneficence,  as  in  the  holy  fervors  of  that  reunion  of  the 
dispersed  tribes  of  Israel  around  the  cross.  No  other  "com- 
munion of  saints  "  can  satisfy  the  longings  of  Christian  hearts, 
or  the  exigencies  of  the  Christian  cause.  Till  such  a  blessed 
consummation  can  be  realized,  such  seasons  of  joyful  communion 
will  bear  no  real  fruit,  except  as  they  revive  the  hopes  and  the 
courage  of  God's  people,  while  they  are  making  their  journey 
through  this  wilderness  of  spiritual  barrenness  and  drought 
The  sentimental  fellowship  of  this  formal  communion  can  never 
be  any  substitute  for  the  practical  fellowship  of  united  labor  and 
sacrifice  in  the  cause  of  the  Master. 

The  feeling  widely  pervading  the  religious  world  which  gave 
rise  to  the  Evangdical  Alliance  is  eminently  fraternal  and 
Christlike,  and  the  influence  exerted  by  the  institution  has 
been  powerful  and  beneficent,  especially  that  of  its  first  and 
only  General  Conference  on  the  American  continent.  But  the 
conception  of  the  Church  of  God  which  is  expressed  in  its 
name  is  yet  narrow  and  inadequate  The  perfect  manifestation 
of  the  oneness  of  the  Christian  brotherhood  can  never  be  accom- 
plished by  "alliance"  between  separate  and  independent  powers, 
which,  because  exercising  jurisdiction  over  the  same  territory 
and  seeking  indefinite  territorial  and  numerical  enlai-gements, 
are  rivals  to  each  other.  The  only  true  conception  of  the 
Church  of  Christ  is  not  that  of  many  kingdoms  in  alliance  with 
each  other,  but  still  retaining  many  rival  interests,  to  stimulate 
their  ambitions  and  their  jealousies ;  but  one  kingdom  in  har- 
monious subjection  to  their  one  only  Lord.  Each  of  the  innu- 
merable local  assemblies  of  disciples  is  a  household  of  God^ 
They  are  not  rivals  to  each  other,  they  are  not  exercising  juris- 
diction over  the  same  territory,  and  anxious  to  extend  it,,, 
but  they  are  loving  helpers  of  each  other's  fiiith  and  joy,  and> 
all  together  run  up  into  the  General  Assembly  and  Church  of 
the  First-born.  They  are  not  rivals  in  alliance,  but  members, 
of  one  body,  of  which  Christ  is  the  Head.  The  Evangelical. 
Alliance  has  done  good  in  the  past  and  will  continue  to  do  good^ 
in  the  future.    But  it  will  be  only  by  filling  the  Christistr^  \^orId: 
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with  such  a  conception  of  the  peculiar  oneness  of  the  Christian 
brotherhood  as  will  render  the  whole  sect  system  odious  and 
intolerable. 

Perhaps  we  shall  be  asked  if  we  would  go  back  to  the  idea 
of  an  organic  unity  of  the  whole  Church  on  earth.  That  is  the 
one  fatal  error  which  for  so  many  ages  crushed  so  large  a  por- 
tion of  Christendom  under  the  iron  heel  of  the  Papacy,  and 
since  the  Reformation  has  entailed  on  Protestantism  all  the  an- 
archies and  confiisions  of  sect  The  Church  Universal  is  one  ; 
but  its  unity  has  no  organic  representative  but  that  of  the 
Hierarchy  of  Heaven,  and  no  Head  but  Christ  On  earth  this 
oneness  is  purely  moral  and  spiritual,  made  visible  to  the  world 
by  the  external  rites  of  baptism  and  the  Lord's  Supper,  and  by 
a  common  faith  and  a  common  aim.  But  this  moral  and  spir- 
itual oneness  must  not  be  contradicted  and  its  impression  nulli- 
fied by  organic  arrangements  of  human  devising,  which  divide 
the  whole  multitude  of  the  Lord's  people  into  rival  camps,  with 
rival  banners  displayed  over  against  each  other,  and  render 
union  in  plan  and  work  impossible.  Precisely  such  are  the 
arrangements  necessitated  by  the  sect  system.  They  do  not 
represent  unity,  but  are  always  and  everywhere  contradic- 
tory to  it 

Mr.  Goodenow  speaks  much  and  well,  towards  the  close  of 
his  Article,  of  toleration  of  that  in  other  men  and  in  other 
churches  than  our  own,  from  which  we  dissent,  provided 
it  is  not  inconsistent  with  a  credible  confessioti  of  Christ 
before  men.  He  seems  to  suppose,  that  in  some  way  we  are 
proposing  to  set  aside  this  great  law  of  Christian  charity.  We 
think  that  for  some  reason  he  misunderstands  us  and  the  other 
brethren  whom  he  criticises.  We  hold  to  all  which  he  has 
said  on  that  subject  But  why  not  carry  this  beautiful  doctrine 
of  Christ  back  to  the  place  of  banning,  and  apply  it  to  the 
constitution  of  the  Church  itself?  If  we  can  feUowship  a 
church  some  of  whose  principles  and  practices  we  disapprove, 
why  not  fellowship  the  members  of  that  church  in  our  own, 
and  thus  make  the  boundary  lines  which  divide  the  two 
churches  unnecessary  and  impossible?  Let  us  again  take  an 
example  from  our  Baptist  brethren.  Many  of  them  do  not 
practice  close  communion  at  present,  but  fellowship  churches 
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which  do  not  practice  immersion.  Why  is  it  not  just  as  consis- 
tent with  good  conscience  and  fidelity  to  Christ  to  fellowship 
an  unimmersed  brother  in  the  same  particular  church  as  in  the 
Church  Universal  ?  Why  is  it  not  as  Christian  to  forbear  with 
the  errois  of  an  individual  brother  as  with  the  same  errors  in  a 
whole  church  ?  In  principle  we  can  see  no  difference,  while  in 
practical  tendencies  and  results  the  difference  is  exceedingly 
palpable  and  important  If  we  compel  all  individuals  who 
hold  a  given  error,  as  we  think  it,  though  not  such  an  error  as 
discredits  a  profession  of  Christ,  to  go  out  from  us,  and  form  a 
separate  organization,  to  represent  that  error  for  themselves  and 
their  children  after  them,  we  do  what  we  can  to  render  that 
error  as  lasting  as  the  Church  militant  If  we  had  begun  our 
toleration  in  our  own  church,  we  should  have  held  the  whole 
question  open  to  candid  argument  No  partizan  passions  would 
have  been  excited,  and  the  truth  would  have  had  a  fair  chance. 
After  those  sect  lines  are  drawn,  it  never  can  have  a  fair 
chance-  The  question  has  been  withdrawn  from  the  dominion 
of  argument  and  given  over  to  the  domain  of  passion.  Could 
the  contest  about  Psalmody  in  the  Scotch  churches  have  lasted 
till  this  time,  if  it  had  not  been  made  a  dividing  line  between 
churches  of  different  denominations  ?  As  things  are,  it  is  likely 
to  last  till  the  millennium  at  least 

Mr.  Goodenow  has  fallen  into  the  mistake  of  charging  upon 
those  fix)m  whom  he  dissents  the  design  of  eliminating  from 
the  creeds  of  our  churches  all  doctrines  from  which  any  Chris- 
tians dissent.  He  quotes  some  one,  we  know  not  whom,  as 
saying,  "  The  way  to  form  a  church  is  for  the  professing  Chris- 
tians in  any  locality  to  unite  upon  the  doctrines  to  which  no 
one  objects."  If  he  will  turn  to  the  sermon  before  the  Boston 
Council  in  1865,  page  50,  he  will  find  the  following  paragraph  : 

"For  myself,  I  must  frankly  declare,  that,  to  me,  the  whole 
beauty  and  preciousness  of  the  Congregational  system  lies  in 
this :  that  it  is  a  method  by  which  the  whole  Church  of  God 
under  heaven  may  stand  in  blessed  moral  unity,  on  the  basis  of 
the  gospel,  the  whole  gospel,  and  nothing  but  the  gospel, 
divided  and  distracted  by  no  forms,  or  ceremonies,  or  govern- 
ments which  man  hath  devised.  And  I  think,  in  such  a  scene 
of  religious  anarchy  as  that  in  which  I  have  lived,  such  a 
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polity  is  worthy  of  being  explained,  defended,  and  adhered  to 
till  God  shall  call  me  henca" 

This  brother  should  begin  anew ;  he  should  go  back  and  try 
to  understand  his  brethren  before  he  undertakes  to  represent  to 
the  public  those  who  are  quite  as  competent  to  represent  them- 
selves as  he  is  to  represent  them.  Our  hope  of  reuniting  the 
scattered  tribes,  or  even  of  arresting  the  process  of  dispersion 
now  so  rapidly  going  on,  is  not,  as  he  represents,  in  giving  up 
all  Christian  truth  which  any  body  denies,  but  in  so  separating 
that  truth  of  God  which  is  the  only  basis  on  which  the  Church 
of  Christ  can  rest  from  all  those  additions  which  human  ingen- 
uity has  devised,  that  the  recognized  basis  of  this  Church  may 
be  "  The  gospel,  the  whole  gospel,  and  nothing  but  the  gospel." 
It  is  not  the  truth  of  Christ  which  divides  the  Church  and  mul- 
tiplies sects,  but  the  inventions  of  men  usurping  a  place  among 
the  laws  of  Christ  The  gospel,  the  truth  of  Christ  is  the  only 
cement  which  binds  the  spiritual  temple  of  God  together,  and 
we  have  never  yet  been  left  to  such  a  degree  of  spiritual  blind- 
ness as  to  forget  or  deny  this  precious  truth.  Our  only  hope  is 
and  has  been  to  unite  men  in  Christ  and  not  out  of  him. 

Our  brother  speaks  of  the  writer  of  this  Article  as  "  one  who 
has  long  been"  a  chief  influential  champion  of  this  "  liberal" 
theory  of  church  membership.  The  quotation  marks  aroynd 
the  word  liberal  are  his..  If  by  them  he  means  to  be  understood 
as  quoting  the  word  from  us,  it  is  a  great  injustice.  We  shall 
never  belong  to  the  self-styled  liberal  party  in  religion.  Nothing 
can  be  liberal  but  the  candid  and  loving  reception  of  all  the 
truth  which  God  hath  revealed.  Nothing  can  be  illiberal  but 
the  bigoted  rejection  of  revealed  truth,  or  the  no  less  bigoted 
adherence  to  falsehood  as  though  it  were  sacred  truth.  We 
have  never  claimed  anything  for  what  we  teach,  but  that  in  our 
judgment  it  is  true ;  and  if  it  is,  then  it  is  liberal  enough  for  u& 
The  wounds  of  the  Church  of  Christ  are  not  to  be  healed  by 
disregarding  the  everlasting  distinctions  of  truth  and  falsehood 
in  a  spirit  of  false  and  sickly  liberality,  but  by  courageously 
proving  all  things,  and  holding  fast  that  which  is  good.  Why 
we  should  be  charged  with  this  sickly  liberalism,  we  really 
cannot  tell.  We  advise  our  brother  to  be  more  careful  for  the 
future  and  then  he  will  be  more  just 
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And  yet  there  is  nothing  in  all  this  inconsistent  with  our 
maintaining,  as  we  do,  that  it  is  absurd  and  monstrous  to  re- 
quire of  every  little  one  in  Christ  who  knocks  at  the  door  of  his 
fold,  the  knowledge  and  belief  of  a  whole  completed  system  of 
Christian  theology.  We  must  construct  all  our  arrangements 
for  church  door-keeping,  so  as  to  receive  him,  though  weak  in 
the  &ith,  and  nourish  him,  not  with  ^'  doubtful  disputations,'' 
but  with  such  "  mUk  for  babes"  as  he  can  digest.  Our  only 
question  is  whether  his  profession  of  faith  in  Christ  is  credible ; 
if  it  is,  we  must  gladly  receive  him,  and  not  tell  him  *'our 
church  is  not  meant  for  such  *  feeble  folk'  as  he ;  he  must  go  to 
such  a  church  as  is  precisely  fitted  for  the  nurture  of  feeble- 
minded children."  If  we  will  persist  in  requiring  at  the  door 
of  our  churches  assent  to  a  creed  which  contains  in  brief  a 
whole  system  of  theology,  we  shall  for  the  most  part  receive 
only  those  who  assent  to  propositions  the  terms  of  which  they 
do  not  understand,  simply  because  the  church  requires  it ;  while 
we  shall  exclude  many  who  would  not  only  "  honor  Christ  in 
this  particular  church"  but  in  any  Christian  church  with  which 
they  might  unite. 

We  are  very  sorry  that  we  are  not  yet  quite  done  with  the  errors 
into  which  this  brother  &lls  in  attempting  to  represent  those 
whose  views  he  opposes.  He  says  the  writer  of  this  Article 
writing, for  the  Congregational  Quarterly^  Oct,  1871,  "takes  the 
ground  of  no  church  government"  The  doctrine  of  that  Arti- 
cle is  that  the  Church  is  wholly  under  the  invisible  and 
spiritual  government  of  God.  Does  our  author  mean  to  say 
that  the  invisible  and  spiritual  government  of  God  over  the 
Church,  which  has  been  an  article  of  Christian  faith  in  all 
ages,  is  a  delusion  ?  That  such  a  government  of  God  is  no 
government  at  all  ?  and  that  a  church  only  thus  governed  is 
"no  church"?  If  this  is  his  faith,  he  must  settle  the  question 
between  his  own  creed  and  the  orthodox  faith  of  all  ages  as 
best  he  can.  But  if  he  still  holds  that  the  government  of  God 
over  the  Church,  though  invisible  and  spiritual,  is  a  solemn 
and  blessed  reality,  and  that  the  Church  Universal  considered 
as  a  perpetual  society  bound  together  only  by  faith  in  Christ 
and  governed  only  by  the  Word  and  Spirit  of  God  and  the  love 
of  Christ,  is  yet  the  hope  of  humanity,  then  let  him  hasten  to 
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retract  his  very  unjust  representations  of  the  Article  in  the 
Quarterly.  We  would  respectfully  suggest  to  the  brother,  that 
to  teach  that  the  government  of  God  is  no  government,  because 
it  has  no  human  representative,  and  that  a  society  held  together 
by  so  mighty  a  force  as  the  love  of  Christ,  and  pervaded  by  the 
ever  present  power  of  the  spirit  of  God,  is  no  society,  because 
its  only  Head  is  Christ,  its  only  laws  the  laws  of  God,  and  its 
only  judiciary  the  judgment  of  the  great  day,  is  rather  a  grave 
matter,  and  should  be  well  considered  before,  even  in  the  heat 
of  controversy,  it  is  entered  on. 

We  are  by  no  means  sorry  for  the  publication  of  the  Article 
on  which  we  have  commented.  We  think  Mr.  Groodenow  has 
rendered  a  valuable  service  to  the  cause  of  Christian  freedom 
and  unity,  by  stating  thus  clearly  and  definitely  the  assump- 
tions on  which  the  sect  system  must  rest  We  think  he  has 
done  this  accurately  and  thoroughly.  He  was  qualified  to  do 
this  by  the  implicitness  of  his  faith  in  them  and  in  the  super- 
structure which  rests  upon  them.  We  think  such  a  statement 
of  principles  is  very  timely,  for  thousands  think  the  system  a 
necessity  of  Christian  faith  and  freedom,  without  ever  having 
thought  out  its  fundamental  principles.  When  they  come  dis- 
tinctly to  discern  them,  they  are  by  no  means  prepared  to  accept 
them.  We  think  Pope's  couplet  may,  with  the  utmost  pro- 
priety, be  applied  to  this  subject,  with  the  change  of  only  a 
single  word : 

Sect  "  is  a  monBter  of  bo  frightful  mi«D, 
As  to  be  dreaded  needs  but  to  be  seen." 

Our  brother  has  done  much  to  make  the  "  monster"  visible. 
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Abticlb  VHL— a   new   THEORY    OF   MINORITY 
REPRESENTATION. 

Th£  end  sought  by  all  systems  of  minority  representation  is 
this :  Every  vote  cast  at  the  polls  for  a  member  of  a  law-mak- 
ing assembly  should  count  in  every  vote  taken  in  that  assembly, 
whether  or  not  the  parjticular  person  voted  for  is  elected. 

The  object  of  this  Article  is  to  show  wherein  the  five  systems 
hitherto  proposed — the  Proxy,  Limited,  and.  Cumulative  Vote, 
the  Free  List  or  Registered  Ballot,  and  Mr.  Hare's  Scheme — fail 
and  must  fail  to  compass  this  end,  and  to  suggest  a  sixth  sys- 
tem, which  seems  to  promise  its  accomplishment  First,  how- 
ever, the  necessity  of  some  change  in  our  present  method  must 
be  made  clear.  We  subjoin  a  few  of  the  proofs  of  that  neces- 
sity. About  2,650,000  of  the  6,600,000  voters  who  cast  their 
ballots  for  members  of  the  Forty -third  Congress  have  no  repre- 
sentatives whatever  in  that  body.*  That  is,  our  system  practi- 
cally disfranchises  forty  out  of  every  hundred  men  to  whom  our 
laws  give  the  suffrage.  If  we  take  the  votes  for  Grant  and 
Greeley  in  November,  1872,  and  divide  each  by  the  number 
of  congressmen  elected  by  the  party  in  question,  we  find  that 
a  successful  Republican  candidate  required,  on  an  average, 
18,076  votes,  while  a  Liberal,  to  ensure  success,  had  to  get 
80,474.  That  is,  our  system  made  one  Republican  vote  worth 
one-and-three-quarter  Liberal  votes.  The  administration  re- 
ceived 55.93  per  cent  of  the  popular  vote;  the  opposition  4407 
per  cefil.  But  the  respective  strengths  of  the  two  parties  in  the 
Forty-third  Congress  are  68.15  and  31.85  per  cent  That  is, 
our  system  has  added  nearly  44  per  cent  to  the  just  congres- 
sional power  of  the  majority.  Some  interesting  tables  in  Mr. 
Salem  Butcher's  recent  work  on  minority  representation  in 
America,  may  be  condensed  into  the  following: 

*The  figures  in  this  Article,  exoept  when  referred  to  other  souroes,  are  copied  or 
calculated  from  the  New  York  IHbwne  Almanac  for  1873.  The  especial  figures 
here  quoted  are  obtained  by  adding  the  Yotee  for  the  defeated  candidates  for  the 
Forty-third  Congress. 
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OoDgrefls.  Popular  Vote.  Quota  of  Election.  Kembenhip. 

Aotoal.    PropordODate. 
Bep.  Dem.  R  i>.  R.      J>.        R     D, 

XL.— 2,179,646    1,826,928     16,360   37,268      142     49      107     84 

XLL— 3,177,216    2,899,168     19,982    34,930      159     83      127  116 

XLIL— 2,786,547    2,726,600     20,649    26,722      136  106      128  119 

Thus  the  Republican  majority  in  the  Fortieth  Congress 
should  have  been  28,  and  was  98 ;  in  the  Forty -first  it  should 
have  been  12,  and  was  76 ;  and  in  the  Forty-second  the  corres- 
ponding figures  were  4  and  80.  In  the  Forty-third  they  are  84 
and  107.  In  1866,  when  the  Fortieth  Coagress  was  chosen,  one 
Republican  vote  had  more  weight  than  two-and-a-quarter  Dem- 
ocratic ones,  and  in  1870,  although  the  increased  numerical 
strength  of  the  Democrats  prevented  any  such  glaring  inequality, 
a  vote  for  the  party  in  power  counteracted  one-and-a-quarter 
votes  against  it.* 

The  blame  of  this  state  of  things  rests  on  the  clumsy  machin- 
ery we  use  in  choosing  our  law-makers.  It  wastes  nearly  half 
the  raw  material  of  votes  it  has  to  work  upon,  and  gives  an  infe- 
rior sort  of  legislator  as  the  product  of  the  rest  This  demands 
reform.  We  must  have  minority  representation.  The  name 
has  something  of  terror  in  it  to  a  devout  believer  in  voxmajori- 
tatis,  vox  Dei — ^a  curiously  groundless  terror,  inasmuch  as  the  only 
way  to  efl'ectually  guard  against  being  ruled  by  a  minority,  is 
to  grant  minority  representation.  The  paradox  is  easily  ex- 
plained. A  majority  of  Congress  may  not  represent  a  majority 
of  the  nation.  Any  147  of  the  292  congressmen  can  carry  a 
vote.     There  are  147  of  them  who  represent  only  1,500,000 

*  Great  Britidn  is,  in  this  respect,  worse  off  than  we  are.  To  understand  the  in- 
justice of  the  sjstem  now  in  yogue  there,  the  reader  has  but  to  refer  to  "  Essays 
and  Lectures,  Political  and  Social,"  bj  Professor  and  Mrs.  Fawoett,  or  to  the  Es- 
say of  Mr.  Knatchbull-Hugessen,  in  MdemiOan^s  Magamney  for  November,  1872.  He 
will  learn  that  one  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  received  18,292  votes,  while 
another  got  69 ;  that  "  at  the  general  election  of  1868,  ten  successful  candi- 
dates, in  various  places,  polled  159,650  votes,  ten  successful  candidates  in  other 
places  polled  1,873  votes,  [and]  ten  unsuccessful  candidates  in  various  places  polled 
83,117  votes;"  that  ten  millions  of  Englishmen  elect  302  members  of  Pariiament, 
and  twelve  millions  return  but  187  ;  that,  of  the  fortunate  ten  millions,  1,860,000 
send  eighty-one  members,  while  3,008,000  send  only  twenty-two;  that  400,000  per- 
sons "  return  to  Parliament  within  three  of  the  number  of  representatives  returned 
by  upwards  of  6,260,000  of  their  fellow-countrytnen;"  and  that  "962,000  per- 
sons return  120  members,  against  96  members  returned  hy  a  population  of 
about  seven  and  a  half  millions."- 
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of  the  6,500,000  votes  cast  for  the  whole  body.*  It  is,  to  be 
,  sure,  improbable  that  precisely  these  men  should  ever  vote  to- 
gether against  the  145  others,  but  it  is  possible.  In  such  an 
event  a  minority  of  about  one-quarter  would  rule  the  country. 
Other  combinations  by  which  a  somewhat  larger  minority  could, 
dictate  the  country's  policy  for  a  term  of  years,  are  not  only 
possible  but  probable.  If  the  worshipper  of  majorities  will 
finish  this  Article,  he  will  find  stated  herein  a  theory  which,  if 
practiced,  would  make  majority  rule  certain  and  minority  repre- 
sentation equally  sure 

We  repeat,  the  end  sought  is  this :  Every  vote  cast  at  the 
polls  for  a  member  of  a  law-making  assembly  should  count  in 
every  vote  taken  in  that  assembly,  whether  or  not  the  particu- 
lar person  voted  for  is  elected. 

The  Proxy  Vote  regards  every  ballot  cast  for  a  legislative 
candidate  as  an  informal  power-of-attomey,  and  authorizes  him, 
if  elected^  to  throw  as  many  votes  for  or  against  any  proposition 
as  he  has  himself  received  at  the  polla  In  the  italicised  words 
lies  the  fatal  objection.  If  a  candidate  is  not  elected,  his  sup- 
porters have  no  representation  whatever.  This  scheme,  in  fact, 
merely  makes  the  power  of  local  majorities  greater  even  than  it 
is  now,  and  so  offers  a  standing  reward  for  the  increase  of  such 
majorities  by  fraudulent  registration,  felse  returns,  ballot-box 
stuffing,  etc. 

The  Limited  Vote  applies  only  to  elections  in  which  more 
than  two  places  are  to  be  filled.     Every  elector  can  cast  as 
many  votes  as  there  are  vacancies,  less  one.     If  three  men  are 
to  be  chosen,  he  can  vote  for  two ;  if  four,  three.     But  he  can- 
-      not  give  more  than  one  vote  to  one  man.     The  limited  vote 
^        jfigiils  to  give  representation  to  any  but  a  large  minority.     Sup- 
[,,       pose  1,000  electors  and  three  places  to  be  filled.     A  minority  of 
899  can  elect  nobody,  for  the  majority  of  601  can  cast  1,202  votes, 
which,  divided  among  three  candidates,  will  give  each  400|. 
-^      But  401  electors  can  choose  a  candidate,  because  they  can  throw 
401  votes  for  him,  while  the  remaining  599  can  give  three  can- 
didates only  899^  votes  apiece.     If  the  599  are  foolish  enough 
•       to  run  three  men,  the  minority  can  elect  two,  giving  each  401 

f>       — 

'j^  *  Both  these  sums  are  in  round  numbers  and  so  only  appprozimately  oorred 
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votes,  and  so  get  two-thirds  of  the  representation.  Such  cases 
have  occurred  in  England.  If  the  election  results,  as  it  usually 
does,  in  giving  the  two-thirds  to  the  majority,  this  is  a  lesser  in- 
justice, but  is  still  unjust  For  then  each  of  their  two  members 
represents  only  299^  electors,  while  the  opposition  del^ate 
represents  401.  Thus,  in  whatever  way  the  election  turns  out, 
there  is  a  waste  of  votes,  and  the  minority  gets  too  little  or 
too  much  representation.  In  case  of  an  accidental  vacancy 
under  this  system,  a  direct  majority  vote,  with  its  concomitant 
of  an  entirely  unrepresented  minority,  must  decide  the  succes- 
sion. As  a  secondary  but  important  objection  to  the  limited 
vote,  we  may  mention  that  it  makes  caucus  action  of  very  great 
importance,  since  a  party  by  aiming  at  too  much  may  easily  lose 
its  fair  share  of  power.  This  puts  a  premium  on  bai^ainings 
between  party  managers  at  the  cost  of  party  voters.  When  the 
relative  strengths  of  the  parties  vary  but  little  from  year  to  year, 
it  is  easy  to  calculate  the  precise  share  of  offices  each  can  win. 
If  each  confines  itself  to  nominating  only  as  many  men  as  it  can 
elect,  a  nomination  becomes  equivalent  to  an  election.  When 
this  is  so,  Caucus  is  king.  Both  parties  are  practically  united 
to  crush  independent  movements,  and  these  must  be  strong 
indeed  to  win  the  fight  against  both. 

The  Cumulative  Vote  gives  every  elector  as  many  votes  as 
there  are  places  to  be  filled,  and  allows  him  to  concentrate  or 
scatter  them  as  he  wilL    Let  the  number  of  vacancies  equal  x. 

A  minority  of  less  than — vy  +  l    loses    all    representation. 

If  there  are  1,000  electors  and  three  vacancies,  i  -f  1  pf  the 
thousand,  or  251  men,  can  secure  one  member  (which  is  more 
than  their  share),  but  any  less  number  must  go  unrepresented. 
For  the  251  can  throw  763  ballots,  while  the  majority  of  749 
can  give  three  candidates  only  749  votes  apiece.  But  if  the 
minority  numbers  250,  the  four  candidates  have  a  tie  vote  of 
750  eacL  Again,  if  the  minority  of  251  runs  two  men,  neither 
of  them  will  be  elected,  for  their  average  vote  will  be  only 
876i,  which  is  below  the  average  vote  of  their  three  opponenta 
Again,  a  very  large  minority  fails  to  elect  its  fair  quota.  Let 
the  thousand  electors  stand  505  to  495.  The  minority  can  get 
but  one  member,  provided  their  opponents  concentrate  on  two. 
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For  the  latter  can  cast  1,516  votes,  or  757i  for  each  of  the  two, 
while  the  former's  1,486,  divided  among  two,  gives  each  but 
742i.  In  this  case,  their  single  member  represents  495  men, 
while  the  other  two  have  a  constituency  between  them  of  only 
505.  The  Cumulative  Vote  is  apt  to  involve  a  great  waste  of 
votes.  In  the  election  by  it  of  the  London  School  Board,  the 
leading  candidate,  Miss  Garrett,  received  nearly  50,000  votes, 
while  her  colleagues  were  elected  by  from  8,000  to  18,000,  and 
50,000  were  wholly  lost  Allowance  mast  be  made  for  the  fact 
that  this  was  the  first  trial  of  the  system  on  a  large  scale,  but  it 
is  evident  that  great  waste  is  its  very  possible  concomitant. 
The  same  objections  that  we  have  urged  against  the  Limited 
Vote  in  regard  to  the  filling  of  accidental  vacancies  and  the  mak- 
ing nomination  equivalent  to  election,  when  the  party-strength 
does  not  vary,  have  equal  weight  against  the  Cumulative  Vote. 
The  Free  List  or  Eegistered  Ballot  system  provides  that  a  cer- 
tain number  of  citizens  shall  make  nominations  by  depositing 
with  some  official  a  list  of  names,  the  number  of  which  shall 
not  exceed  the  number  of  places  to  be  filled.  The  quota 
necessary  for  a  candidate's  election  is  found  by  dividing  the 
number  of  voters  by  the  number  of  vacancies.  Suppose  there 
are  1,000  voters  and  ten  vacancies.  The  quota  is  then  100. 
Four  tickets  are  in  nomination.  The  first  receives  850,  the 
second  300,  the  third  274,  and  the  fourth  76.  As  the  first  has 
three  times  the  qaota,  the  first  three  men  on  it  are  elected. 
The  second  carries  three  and  the  third  two.  There  are  now 
eight  men  elected.  The  two  largest  remainders  are  those  for 
the  fourth  and  the  third  tickets,  76  and  74.  The  first  nominee 
of  the  fourth  and  the  third  of  the  third  are  therefore  chosen. 
The  figures  of  this  explanation  show  one  great  objection  to  the 
scheme.  The  men  elected  on  the  four  tickets  represent  respec- 
tively 116|,  100,  91i,  and  76  citizens.  Since  76  ballots  suffice 
to  elect  a  candidate,  there  is  a  total  waste  of  240  out  of  1,000 
votes,  or  24  per  cent  If  the  votes  are  more  equally  dis- 
tributed, the  waste  is  smaller,  but  a  minority  of  less  than  half 
a  quota  may  be  wholly  unrepresented.  If  900  votes  have  been 
exhausted  in  electing  nine  candidates,  and  the  two  remainders 
are  51  and  49,  the  latter  is  cancelled.  To  the  Free  List,  too, 
apply  the  last  two  objections  made  to  the  Limited  and  Cumula- 
tive Vote. 
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The  fifth  of  the  schemes  now  before  the  public  ie  the  one 
which  bears  Mr.  Hare  s  name  in  England  and  America,  although 
it  has  been  practiced  in  Norway  for  half-a-century,  and  in  Den- 
mark since  its  introduction  there  in  1866  by  Mr.  Andrse.  This 
is  the  best  in  theory  and  has  proved  most  successful  in  practice. 
It  is,  in  brief,  as  follows :  The  quota  of  votes  necessary  to 
elect  a  candidate  is  found  as  it  is  under  the  Free  List  Every 
elector  has  several  names  written  or  printed  on  his  ballot 
When  the  ballots  are  all  deposited,  they  are  taken  from  the  box 
one  by  one,  and  credited  to  the  name  which  is  first  upon  each. 
If  the  full  quota  necessary  to  election  has  already  been  cast  for 
this  first  name,  the  ballot  is  credited  to  the  second  name,  and 
so  on  till  all  the  full  quotas  have  been  ascertained.  The  laigest 
fractions  of  quotas  then  elect,  as  under  the  Free  List  system. 
There  are  three  grave  objections  to  this  admirable  scheme. 
Tirst,  in  transferring  votes,  the  wishes  of  very  many  of  the 
electors  may  be  wholly  ignored.  Suppose  5,000  electors  and 
two  men  to.  be  chosen.  A  is  the  first  choice  of  the  whole  6,000. 
B  and  C  each  stand  second  on  2,600  papers.  It  is  evident  that 
it  makes  a  very  great  difference  which  2,500  votes  are  counted 
for  A.  Again,  suppose  B  to  stand  second  on  8,700  papers  and 
C  on  1,800.  If  all  the  votes  counted  for  A  have  B  as  second 
choice,  the  latter's  remaining  1,200  votes  are  eclipsed  by  Cs 
1,800,  and  the  latter  is  elected,  although  B^s  real  majority  over 
him  is  2,400.  These  extreme  cases  are  unlikely  to  happen,  but 
somewhat  similar  ones  are  inevitable.  In  every  election  the 
element  of  chance  is  introduced  and  the  element  of  choice  cor- 
respondingly disregarded.  Second,  there  may  be  no  represen- 
tation whatever  for  any  number  of  voters  less  than  half-a-quota. 
In  Massachusetts  the  congressional  quota  would  be  (191,949 
-T- 11  =)  17,460.  When  the  ballots  were  counted,  it  would 
take  174,500  to  elect  the  first  ten  representatives.  This  leaves 
17,449.  If  anybody  had  8,725  of  these,  he  would  be  chosen 
Then  8,724  would  have  no  weight,  even  if  they  had  all  been 
cast  for  one  candidate.  This  is  a  loss  of  4.64  per  cent.,  which 
would  amount  to  nearly  800,000  votes  in  the  whole  country.* 

*  In  the  well-known  case  of  the  election  of  directors  of  the  New  England 
Society  of  Orange,  N.  J.,  in  1871,  by  Mr.  Hare's  system,  two  of  the  46  votes  were 
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If  there  were  many  scattering  votes,  a  plurality  of  two  or  three 
thousand  might  elect,  and  leave  fourteen  or  fifteen  thousand 
voters  in  one  State  without  representation.  Third,  all  vacancies 
occurring  between  the  general  elections  would  necessarily  be 
filled  by  a  direct  majority  vote.  The  minority  at  such  an 
election,  however  large,  would  be  robbed  of  all  representation. 

Thus  the  five  systems  hitherto  proposed  all  fail  to  compass 
the  end  of  making  every  vote  cast  at  the  polls  for  a  member  of 
a  law-making  assembly  count  in  every  vote  taken  in  that  as- 
sembly, whether  or  not  the  particular  person  voted  for  is 
elected. 

The  problem  still  remains.     Here  is  its  possible  solution : — 

After  every  general  election  of  a  law-making  body,  let  the 
aggregate  number  of  votes  cast  by  each  party  be  ascertained. 
Divide  this  by  the  number  of  representatives  elected  by  the 
party  in  question.     The  quotient  will  be  the  number  of  votes* 
which  each  of  those  representatives  is  entitled  to  cast 

Suppose  that  of  6,500,000  voters,  8,500,000  belong  to  one 
party  and  8,000,000  to  the  other.  It  is  quite  possible  that  the 
Congress  chosen  by  these  voters  would  stand  200  to  100.  This 
estimate  gives  less  proportional  weight  to  the  majority  than  it 
has  in  the  Forty-third  Congres&  While  the  parties  in  the 
nation  were  as  seven  to  six,  they  would  be  in  the  House  as 
two  to  one.  The  legal  majority  in  the  latter  would  be  100 ; 
the  equitable  one  28.  But  apply  the  plan  here  proposed. 
Each  of  the  minority  has  (8,000,000-7-100=)  80,000  votes; 
each  of  the  majority  (8,500,000-7-200=)  17,500  votes.  The 
end  sought  for  is  attained.  The  strength  of  each  party  in  the 
House  becomes  a  precise  index  to  its  strength  in  the  nation. 
Every  vote  cast  at  the  polls  counts  in  every  vote  taken  in  the 
House.     There  is  not  an  unrepresented  man  in  the  country.* 

Four  questions  demand  consideration. 

How  would  the  vote  of  an  independent  congressman  be  reck- 
oned ?    If  he  were  sui  generis^  he  would  cast  the  number  of 

lost  This  waa  a  loss  of  40  per  cent  of  a  quota,  and  4. 34  per  cent  of  the  whole  vote. 
Mr.  Ljtton's  official  report  of  the  working  of  the  Andre  (L  e.,  the  Hare)  system 
in  Denmark  gives  no  statistics  of  waste. 

*  This  plan  has  never  been  published,  to  our  knowledge,  exoept  in  a  brief  note 
by  the  author  of  this  Article  in  Tfu  Chicago  Tribune  of  October,  1872. 
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votes  he  received.  The  ballots  thrown  for  the  man  he  de- 
feated would  go,  of  course,  to  that  man^s  party.  This  ques- 
tion, however,  suggests  another.  If  an  independent  candidate 
were  defeated,  how  could  his  supporters  be  represented  ?  Their 
votes  could  be  added  to  the  quota  of  a  successfiil  independent, 
or  could  go  to  swell  the  sum-total  of  one  of  the  two  great 
parties,  as  they  might  desire.  Their  wishes  in  this  respect 
might  be  expressed  on  their  ballots.  The  weakest  point  of  the 
new  plan  is  that  it  does  not  encourage  independent  candidacies 
as  most  of  the  other  systems,  notably  Mr.  Hare's,  do.  But  it 
does  not  vie,  properly  speaking,  with  those  systems  Its  field 
is  different  It  is  a  possible  supplement  to  all  of  them,  taking 
up  the  question  where  they  leave  it  and  righting  the  wrongs,  be 
they  great  or  small,  which  they  have  worked.  It  prevents  the 
great  waste  of  votes  involved  in  each  and  every  one  of  them 
'as  well  as  the  greater  waste  caused  by  the  mechanism  now  in 
use.  Perhaps  the  most  perfect  electoral  system  possible 
would  be  Mr.  Hare's  plans  supplemented  by  the  one  here  pro- 
posed. 

Would  proper  local  representation  be  prevented?  The  for- 
tunate candidates  of  the  administration,  for  instance,  might 
come  almost  wholly  from  manufacturing  districts,  but  they 
would  cast  the  votes  of  the  agricultural  administrationists  as 
welL  The  obvious  answer  is  that  the  latter  would  be  well 
enough  represented,  as  agriculturists,  by  the  opposition  candi- 
date elected  from  their  district,  and  that  the  proposed  plan, 
while  it  in  no  way  abridged  such  representation,  would  give 
them  in  addition  representation  as  politiciana  If,  however, 
the  paramount  question  should  be  free  trade,  would  it  be  just 
to  allow  the  successful  candidates  of  Pennsylvania,  whos%  con- 
stituents want  raw  iron  protected,  to  cast  the  votes  received  by 
the  unsuccessful  candidates  in  Connecticut,  whose  would-be 
constituents  want  manufactured  iron  protected  ?  It  is  at  once 
the  strength  and  weakness  of  our  protectionists  that  they  join 
hands  all  around  and  try  to  take  care  of  everything.  If  this 
policy  should  ever  be  abandoned,  if  each  producing  interest 
should  try  to  get  protection  renewed  for  itself  and  abolished 
for  others,  the  system  would  fall  instanter.  Since  this  is  so, 
there  is  small  danger  from  the  cause  here  noted.     Probably  no 
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similar  dilemma,  based  on  any  other  question,  could  be  fonned. 
Of  course  congressmen  would  sometimes  vote,  as  they  do  now, 
in  opposition  to  the  wishes  of  both  their  remote  and  immediate 
constituents,  but  this  is  necessary  and  not  undesirable  in  a  rep- 
resentative, as  distinguished  from  a  delegate,  government 

Would  there  not  be  more  fraudulent  returns,  when  they 
would  be  felt  by  the  whole  country  as  well  as  by  one  State  ? 
Spread  over  a  larger  surface,  they  would  be  felt  less  than  they 
are  now.  Taking  the  jSgures  already  given, — a  vote  of 
6,500,000,  divided  into  parties  of  8,500,000  and  8,000,000,  rep^ 
resented  in  Congress  by  200  and  100  members  respectively, — 
suppose  a  ballot-box  stuffing  of  50,000  votes  in  favor  of  the 
former.  This  would  doubtless  ensure  the  election  of  ten  more 
representatives.  Under  the  present  system  this  would  give  the 
party  in  power  210  congressmen  to  90  of  the  opposition. 
Under  the  proposed  plan  it  would  give  the  party  in  power  a 
voting  strength  of  8,550,000  to  8,000,000,  or  865  to  800.  In 
the  first  case  the  fraud  would  increase  the  party  strength  by  10 
per  cent ;  in  the  second,  it  would  increase  it  by  1.48  per  cent 

Would  the  process  of  recording  the  votes  of  the  House  be 
so  slow  as  to  retard  business  ?  After  two  or  three  days'  experi- 
ence under  the  apportionment  that  would  follow  each  general 
election,  a  good  mathematician  could  reckon  the  result  of  a 
doubtful  vote  about  as  quickly  as  if  it  were  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  chief  advantages  claimed  for  this  system  are  these : — 

It  would  make  every  vote  cast  at  the  polls  for  a  member 
of  a  law-making  assembly  count  in  every  vote  taken  in  that 
assembly,  whether  or  not  the  particular  person  voted  for  was 
elected. 

By  giving  every  vote  its  proper  weight,  it  would  bring  many 
habitual  absentees  to  the  polls,  and  would  thus  tend  to  main- 
tain a  healthy  public  interest  in  the  country's  welfera 

It  would  involve  no  sweeping  changes  either  in  electoral  dis- 
tricts or  in  modes  of  election.  It  would  allow  the  ignorant 
sufiragan  to  vote  as  he  had  been  wont  to  do.  He  would  not  be 
perplexed  by  new  methods.  All  the  necessary  calculations 
would  be  made  for  him  after  the  election.  The  scheme  would 
therefore  be  comparatively  easy  to  introduce. 
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It  would  allow  an  accidental  vacancy  to  be  filled  at  once, 
without  leaving  the  minority  in  the  particular  district  without 
representation.  The  new  figures  from  this  district  would  be 
substituted  for  the  old  ones  in  the  aggregate  vote  of  each 
party;  each  aggregate  would  be  divided  as  before;  and  the 
quotient  would  be  the  number  of  votes  which  every  representa- 
tive of  the  party  in  question  woidd  now  be  entitled  to  cast 
In  aatis&ctcorUy  meeting  this  dilemma,  the  system  differs  from 
all  other  propo^  plans. 

It  would  put  a  stop  to  the  crying  sin  of  "  gerrymandering" 
by  making  it  useless.    A  vote,  wherever  cast,  would  count 

It  would  greatly  diminish  the  effect  of  fraud. 
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AwicLK  IX.  — NOTICES  OF  NEW  BOOKS. 

THBOLOGICALy   BSLIGIOUB,   A19D   PHILOSOPHICAL. 

FoBGiYBNBSS  AND  Law.* — ^This  voliune  has  been  awaited  with 
the  more  interest  by  many  of  Dr.  Bashnell^s  admirers  from  vague 
expectations  raised  as  to  the  relation  it  would  bear  to  the  views 
propounded  in  some  of  his  foregoing  works.  That  relation  is 
clearly  stated  in  the  '*  advertisement^  or  preface.  It  proposes  ^'  a 
discontinuance  of  the  last  half,"  the  third  and  fourth  parts,  of  his 
**  former  treatise,  The  Vicarious  Sacrifice,"  and  "  is  put  forth  to 
occupy  the  place  made  vacant."  His  "  design  is,  at  some  future 
time,  to  put  the  former  first  half  and  this  last  new  half  together, 
and  recompose  the  treatise  in  a  form  to  more  satisfactorily  repre- 
sent what"  he  "  would  like  to  say  of  the  whole  subject."  The 
*'  not  less  weighty  part,"  which  he  retains,  relates  "  to  Christ  as  a 
power  on  character."  That  which  this  work  supersedes  is  "  what 
is  included  topically  in  our  theology  under  the  head  of  atonement" 
— ^the  God-ward  side  or  bearing  of  Christ's  sacrifice— which  he 
admits  *'  may  justly  be  more  dear  to  us  all  that  so  many  of  the 
best  and  holiest  believers  of  the  past  age»  have  found  their  life 
centered  in  it."  It  is  characteristic  of  his  discernment  and  his 
candor  thus  to  appreciate  the  importance  of  this  department  of 
the  subject,  which  to  many  he  has  before  seemed  to  underrate  or 
deny ;  yet  we  think  injustice  is  done  by  overstatement  to  "  the 
vast  majority  of  disciples"  when  he  says  that  to  them  this  "  has 
been  and  still  is  the  whole  topic ;"  for,  ably  and  eloquently  as  he 
has  expounded  the  bearing  of  Christ's  work  ^'  as  a  power  on  char- 
acter," we  cannot  concede  that  it  has  been  by  them  so  entirely 
overlooked.  Rather  we  should  say  that  according  to  their, own 
testimony  Christ's  power  on  character  in  their  experience  has  lain 
largely  in  their  conception,  however  imperfect  or  partial  this  may 
have  been,  of  his  sacrificial  work.  One  thing  is  certain  an<? 
really  wonderful  to  all  readers  of  this  volume  who  know  the 
author,  and  that  is  his  indomitable  enterprise  and  unabated  intel- 
lectual vigor,  amidst  physical  infirmities  that  have  clung  to  him 


*  ForgweneBS  and  Law^  Onnmded  in  Prindplea  wUer^eted  hy  Human  Anaiogiea. 
By  HORAOS  BxTsmnsLL.  New  York:  Scrlbner,  Armstrosg  t  Oo.  12mo,  pp. 
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these  many  years  as  if  ordained  for  a  new  proof  of  the  mind's 
superiority  to  the  body,  and  especially  of  "  man's  unconquerable 
wilL"  After  the  ten  volumes  (enumerated  before  the  title-page) 
which  have  brought  him  desirable  renown,  another  man's  ambition 
might  have  rested  on  his  laurels,  but  like  a  prophet  he  has  still 
wrought  on  by  the  momentum  of  his  message,  nor  has  his  genius, 
as  tried  by  former  achievements,  here  come  short  of  itself.  The 
powerful  writing  in  all  these  pages  scarcely  needed  his  name  to 
indicate  the  author.  For  compass  of  language,  vivid  imagery, 
flow  and  fervor  of  thought,  and  what  we  must  call  ^^  inspirational" 
gleams  and  flashes,  they  will  not  sufler  by  comparison  with  their 
predecessors.  Particularly  we  refer  to  tiie  whole  account  in  the 
first  chapter  of  the  "  propitiation"  required  to  the  sentiments  of 
the  divine  nature  through  the  "  cost  made"  in  order  to  forgive- 
ness, and  to  what  is  said  in  the  first  article  of  the  fourth  chapter, 
of  "  sin"  as  distinguished  from  "  sins,"  and  of  the  "  defects  of  the 
old  methods  "  as  compared  with  Christ's  reproofs.  We  make  no 
attempt  to  set  forth  the  doctrine  of  the  book,  which  our  readers 
will  hasten  to  learn  for  themselves.  The  introduction  shows  how 
the  author  conceives  himself  to  have  been  led  into  new  views  here 
opened,  reaffirms  'Hhe  moral  view  of  atonement,"  notes  modem 
changes  in  theological  thought,  and  vindicates,  in  view  of  the  times, 
a  revision  of  current  doctrine.  The  first  chapter  on  "Forgive- 
ness and  Propitiation,  without  Expiation,"  while  not  taking  back 
what  he  has  before  maintained,  or  accepting  the  "  legal"  or  "  for- 
ensic" views,  is  an  advance  on  his  former  position,  setting  forth  a 
more  positive  doctrine,  ascribing  to  Christ's  work  a  real  propitia- 
tion on  the  divine  side*  and  thus  far  meeting  a  want  left  by  the 
earlier  treatise.  He  rightly  appeals  to  human  analogies  for  the 
necessity  of  some  propitiation  ;  but  here  his  rationalistic  admirers 
may  complain  of  something  like  anthropomorphism,  while  other 
admirers,  more  orthodox,  may  ask  why  he  should  not  as  well 
appeal  also  to  other  human  analogies  in  the  legal  and  judicial 
processes  of  society.  The  sort  of  propitiation  he  contends  for 
does  not  seem  to  us  so  novel'  as  he  supposes,  nor  so  contrary  to 
current  conceptions.  The  citations  from  Shedd  and  Wessel  (page 
58)  could  be  accepted  by  many  others  in  the  same  qualified  sense 
as  by  him.  Yet  there  is  great  power  and  novel  impressiveness  in 
Dr.  Bushnell's  interpretation  here  of  the  divine  from  the  human. 
We  suppose  too  that  many  an  orthodox  believer  has  substantially 
meant  what  is  expressed  so  well  in  the  citation  from  Edwards 
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(p.  20)  in  the  Introduction.  Prof.  Hovey,  in  the  same  book  which 
is  partly  a  review  of  Dr.  Bushuell's  earlier  discuBsion,  when  adopt- 
ing the  most  extreme  doctrine  of  Christ's  sabstitution  even  to  the 
extent  of  his  partaking  of  the  remorse  of  sinners,  seems  to  resolve 
it  into  substantially  this.  The  second  chapter,  on  ''Law  and 
Commandment,''  the  latter  importing  Christ's  exposition  and 
gracious  work,  we  think  will  be  held  to  be  even  more  valuable 
than  the  first.  The  two  words  indeed,  exegetically  considered, 
may  not  be  admitted  to  bear  the  stress  here  laid  on  them  as  re- 
lated to  one  another,  and  the  author  disclaims  for  them  (p.  100) 
the  uniform  rigid  distinction.  Yet  the  two  factors  in  redemption 
here  intended  are  admirably  so  set  forth  as  not  to  displace  or  dis. 
honor  either,  but  rather  to  harmonize  and  exalt  both  in  the  work 
of  man's  recovery.  The  third  chapter,  on  "  Justiiication  by  Faith," 
reaffirms  and  amplifies  what  the  author  is  understood  to  have 
naaintained  before,  with  the  same  divergence  from  the  received 
Protestant  doctrine.  In  admiring  the  great  Reformer  while  dis- 
senting from  his  favorite  "article,"  he  is  still  obliged  to  say, 
"  Luther's  head  did  not  understand  his  heart."  We  think,  however, 
that  in  so  entirely  excluding  from  justification  what  is  called  the 
"  legal"  or  "forensic"  element,  he  differs  as  well  from  the  Roman 
Catholic  as  from  the  Lutheran  doctrine ;  for  instead  of  making 
justification  and  sanctification  "  virtually  identical"  (p.  210),  we 
understand  the  Romanists  by  the  former  term  (whatever  else  they 
include)  to  make  account  of  the  pardon  of  sin  on  the  ground  of 
the  atonement,  holding  the  expiation  and  merits  of  Christ  to  be 
the  foundation  of  forgiveness.  Pardon  on  this  ground  they  would 
make  a  positive,  though  not  the  main,  element  of  justification. 
The  fourth  chapter  is  on  "  the  threefold  doctrine  of  Christ  con- 
cerning Himself,"  or  the  Spirit's  work  "  in  and  by  Christ's  work," 
in  reproving  "  the  world  of  sin  and  of  rightousness  and  of  judg- 
ment" (John  xvi,  7-16).  We  must  still,  with  those  whom  we 
reckon  the  best  critics,  interpret  "  the  prince  of  this  world"  of 
Satan,  while  the  author's  doctrine  as  before  developed  makes  it 
evil  as  "a  fearfully  despotic  organizer"  (p.  237).  The  largest 
treatment  of  the  passage  under  consideration  we  have  found  in 
Hare's  "  Mission  of  the  Comforter."  But  Dr.  Bushnell's  discus- 
sion here  is  exceedingly  rich  and  suggestive,  and  indeed  we 
scarcely  know  any  part  of  his  writings  more  vivid  in  conception, 
or  at  once  more  just  in  thought  and  brilliant  in  style  than  some  of 
these  pages.  In  fact,  we  have  become  so  accustomed  to  these  high 
qualities  in  his  treatises  and  sermons  that  to  note  them  may  seen). 
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snperflaoas.  We  may  add  that  while  it  is  his  lot,  and  one  that  he 
accepts,  to  differ  in  important  reBpects  from  the  several  ^'  systems 
of  theology,'*  the  followers  of  each,  though  disliking  his  dissent  on 
one  point,  welcome  his  agreement  with  them  on  another,  and  he 
must  needs  lind  many  earnest  readers.  He  sheds  light  on  every 
subject  that  he  treats  of,  though  it  may  not  take  the  coarse  nor 
exhibit  the  results  most  expected  or  desired.  Dealing  freely  with 
ancient  forms  of  truth,  it  is  his  habit  to  despoil  them  of  some 
cherished  meaning  and  then  to  enrich  them  with  another  to  be 
also  cherished.  In  the  meantime  such  thinking  as  his  qoiekens 
his  readers,  and  we  may  be  sure  that,  vindicating  as  it  does  the 
supernatural  element  in  Christianity  and  the  divinity  and  grace 
of  its  Head,  in  the  result  it  will  have  enriched  theology. 

BOWNB    ON    THB    PHILOSOPHY    OF    EbtBBRBT    SpSNOBB.* — ^This 

volume  will  be  recognized  by  our  readers  as  a  reproduc- 
tion, with  some  modifications,  of  Essays  that  appeared  in  the 
New  Miglander  during  the  year  1872.  Few  who  then  read 
them  will  have  forgotten  the  searching  criticism  to  which  they 
subjected  Mr.  Spencer's  Principles  of  Philosophy,  or  the  lucid  and 
damaging  exposure  of  his  errors  which  they  so  successfaUy  made. 
It  is  seldom  that  a  critic,  before  unknown,  has  attracted  by  his 
first  published  writings  so  general  an  attention  as  was  bestowed 
upon  these  essays ;  or  awakened  so  lively  an  interest  in  the  ab- 
stract themes  of  philosophy. 

The  attempt  itself  is  quite  an  adventurous  one.  A  new  comer, 
with  no  prestige  of  reputation,  and  little  aid  of  experience,  enters 
the  lists,  for  a  strife  a  Voutrance  with  the  disciplined  and  mature 
combatant  who  has  long  held  public  admiration,  and  who  now, 
since  the  death  of  Hamilton  and  Mill,  is  the  acknowledged 
champion  of  his  party ;  but  the  issue  is  not  even  doubtfoL  There 
has  been  but  one  voice  among  those  who  are  accustomed  to  the 
critical  estimate  of  such  conflicts.  Mr.  Bowne's  conduct  of  the 
contest  may  be  somewhat  open  to  criticism,  on  the  ground  that  it 
is  more  eager  and  enthusiastic  than  considerate  towards  his  dis- 
tinguished opponent ;  but  that  ia  a  small  matter.  The  unusual 
vigor  of  his  onset  cannot  be  questioned ;  the  general  fairness  of 
his  allegations  is  unimpeachable ;  and  the  essential  eucoess  of  his 
bold  undertaking  is  beyond  dispute. 

*  Ihe  PhUo9ophy  of  Herbert  Spencer :  being  an  Bzamination  of  the  iint  Prind- 
ples  of  his  System.  By  B.  P.  BowvB,  A.B.  KewYork:  Nelson  &  Phflfipa  (Sn- 
.dnnati:  Hitchcock  &  Walden. 
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Mr.  Bowse  has  confined  himself  to' the  subject  mentioned  in  his 
title,  and  assails  Mr.  Spencer  only  upon  the  fimdamental  p<)int8  of 
his  philosophy.  It  is  no  part  of  his  design  to  call  in  question  the 
ample  extent  of  Mr.  Spencer's  acquisitions,  his  remarkable 
acquaintance  with  the  science  of  our  age,  or  even  the  value  of  his 
varied  and  ingenious  suggestions,  in  any  of  the  numerous  depart* 
ments  of  investigation  over  which  his  encyclopaddio  volumes  ex- 
tend. It  is  only  within  the  province  of  psychology  that  Mr.  Bowne 
questions  his  opponent's  claims  to  respect;  and  eveiCi  here  he 
assails  only  the  few  grand  principles  of  the  system.  These,  how- 
ever, he  subjects  to  a  rigid  investigation,  and  probes  them  with  a 
penetration  which  it  will  be  useless  to  affect  to  despise. 

On  these  points  he  shows  that  the  new  philosophy  is  weak. 
He  shows  that  the  grand  admission  by  which  Mr.  Spencer  would 
defend  his  system  from  the  reproach  of  Atheism — the  admission  of 
a  fundamental  ground  of  phenomena,  which  is  Infinite,  but  Un- 
knowable-^is  fatally  at  variance  with  its  author's  own  objections 
agiunst  a  self-existent  God ;  that  Spencer's  doctrine  of  the  Abso- 
lute derives  its  force  wholly  from  a  confusion  of  the  different 
senses  in  which  the  term  is  employed,  and  that  a  careful  discrimi- 
nation of  these  reduces  it  to  a  plain  fallacy ;  and  that  his  assertion 
that  the  Infinite  is  inconceivable,  applies  to  no  infinite  in  existence, 
but  only  to  one  in  the  fancy  of  a  metaphysical  theorist.^  Espec- 
ially does  he  illustrate  the  weakness  of  the  system  in  the  demon- 
strated inconsistency  of  its  two  great  parts.  He  shows  that  the 
philosophy  of  "  the  Unknowable  "  is  constructed  upon  the  prin- 
ciple that  the  necessities  of  thought  afford  no  adequate  ground  for 
afilrming  a  necessity  of  being  or  fact ;  whUe  in  the  philosophy  of 
"  the  Knowable,"  the  author  forgets  utterly  this  whole  and  sole 
ground  of  his  former  reasonings,  and  offers  the  necessities  of 
thought  as  the  all-sufficient  basis  of  his  scheme. 

The  same  critical  and  discriminating  method  Mr.  Bowne  carries 
through  those  portions  of  Spencer's  philosophy  which  affect  our 
conclusions  in  religion  and  in  morals;  and  everywhere  he  finds 
the  same  &tal  defects.  Nowhere  is  Mr.  Spencer  in  harmony  with 
the  fundamental  principles  of  human  thought,  in  the  assumptions 
which  he  postulates  as  the  basis  of  his  system ;  and  nowhere  is  he 
consistent  with  his  own  assumptions,  in  the  scheme  which  he  con- 
structs. The  dryness  of  the  discussion  is  relieved  by  an  occasional 
gleam  of  humor  or  a  keen  thrust  of  sarcasm ;  and  often  by  passages 
of  suggestive  thought  that  possess  great  beauty. 

Altogether,  the  treatise  is  one  of  uncommon  merit  and  interest. 
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It  thoroughly  accomplishes  its  main  work,  and  impeaches  the 
character  of  this  system  of  belief  or  no  belief,  with  a  success  by 
which  the  philosophical  authority  of  Mr.  Spencer  must  be  perma- 
nently impaired. 

The  appearance  of  Mr.  Bowne  in  the  arena  of  philosophical  dis- 
cussion will  be  to  the  religious  public  a  matter  of  congratulation, 
not  only  fronji  the  interest  and  success  of  his  present  effort,  but 
from  the  hope  which  it  holds  out  of  future  discussions  in  the  same 
important  field. 

Christlibb's  Modern  Doubt  and  Christian  Bbubf.* — ^There 
are  eight  lectures  in  this  book,  the  titles  being  as  follows :  The 
Existing  Breach  between  Modem  Culture  and  Christianity; 
Reason  and  Reflection ;  Modem  non>Biblical  Conceptions  of  God ; 
the  Theology  of  Scripture  and  of  the  Church;  the  Modem 
Negation  of  Miracles ;  Modem  Anti-Miraculous  Accounts  of  the 
Life  of  Christ ;  Modem  Denials  of  the  Resurrection ;  the  Modem 
Critical  Theory  of  Primitive  Christianity.  The  field  is  extensive. 
The  topics  are  handled  with  laudable  candor.  The  best  influence 
of  Dr.  Christlieb,  as  we  judge,  in  his  recent  visit  to  America,  was 
through  his  earnest  plea  for  a  larger  tolerance,  and  his  demand 
for  such  concessions  on  the  part  of  Christian  apologists  as  the  re- 
sults of  sound  criticism  require.  In  the  present  volume,  among 
other  important  themes,  the  TtLbingen  school  is  copiously  dis- 
cussed. Dr.  Christlieb  was  a  pupil  of  Baur,  and  although  he 
differs  in  his  theology  toto  coelo  from  the  TtLbingen  Doctor,  he 
at  the  same  time  knows  how  to  pay  due  respect  to  his  vigor, 
industry,  and  extraordinary  acquirements.  For  their  tone  and 
temper  these  lectures  deserve  much  praise.  They  contain  valuable 
thoughts  pertaining  to  Christian  docrine,  as  well  as  good  argu- 
ments in  defense  of  Christian  revelation. 

Henry  Rogers'  Lectures  on  the  Superhuman  Origin  of  the 
Bible  f  are  scarcely  equal  in  point  and  speech  to  his  well-known 
Eclipse  of  Faith,  but  they  take  more  than  a  respectable  position 
among  the  many  defences  of  a  supernatural  revelation,  with  which 

*OhrigUieb's  Modem  Dofibt  and  Ohriatian  Bdi^:  A  series  of  apologetic  lectures 
addressed  to  earnest  seekers  after  truth.  By  Thbqdobi  Ohbibtueb,  D.D., 
TJmyersity  Preacher  and  Professor  of  Theology  at  Boon.  Translated,  with  the 
author's  sanction,  chiefly  by  the  Rev.  H.  W.  Weitbrecht,  Ph-D.,  and  edited  by 
Rev.  T.  L.  Kingsbury,  M.A.    New  York:  Scribuer,  Armstrong  ft  Co.     1874. 

f  The  Superhuman  Origin  of  the  Bible  imferrtd  from  iieeff.  By  Hbnbt  ROGSBSf 
author  of  The  Eclipse  of  Faith.    New  York :  Scribner,  Armstrong  k  Co.    1874. 
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the  press  at  the  present  day  seems  to  be  almost  burdened*  Many 
of  the  trains  of  thought  are  striking  and  original.  We  miss  in  it 
some  of  the  best  fruits  of  the  historic  sense,  and  of  the  combina^ 
tion  of  critical  scholarship  with  the  historic  imagination.  It  will 
find  abundance  of  readers,  however,  for  its  unquestioned  and 
striking  merits. 

The  Absna  and  the  Thbonb.* — The  title  of  this  book  gives 
no  idea  of  the  contents,  and  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  the  contents 
could  have  suggested  the  title.  The  table  of  contents  is  as  fol- 
lows: 1.  The  Field;  2.  The  Defeat;  8.  The  Triumph;  4.  The 
King.  We  look  for  four  chapters  connected  in  some  way  with 
one  another.  But  we  find  four  independent  discourses,  having  no 
special  relation  to  each  other.  The  first  is  an  astronomical  dis- 
course designed  to  make  it  appear  probable  that  the  earth  alone  is 
inhabited ;  the  second  is  on  Judas ;  the  third  on  Job ;  the  fourth 
on  the  position  of  man  on  the  earth.  The  first  discourse  is  quite 
interesting  and  instructive.  We  see  nothing  particularly  striking 
in  the  others.  At  all  events,  made  up  as  the  book  is,  it  is  inevit- 
ably disappointing. 

Langb's  Commbntaby  ok  RBVBLATiON.f — This  is  the  last  vol- 
ume in  the  extended  commentary  on  the  New  Testament  by  Dr. 
Lange  and  his  associates,  which  Professor  Schaff  has  been  intro- 
ducing into  this  country.  It  resembles  the  former  ones  both  in 
the  general  plan,  according  to  which  it  was  originally  prepared, 
and  in  the  character  of  the  additions  made  by  the  American 
editor.  Dr.  Lange,  who  is  himself  the  author  of  this  part  of  his 
great  work,  brings  the  same  peculiar  powers  of  mind  to  the  exam- 
ination of  the  Apocalypse,  which  his  readers  have  observed  else- 
where in  his  writings.  But  as  this  book  affords  special  opportu- 
nity for  the  operation  of  these  peculiarities,  they  are  displayed 
most  fully  in  this  volume.  In  his  introductory  treatise  he  dis- 
cusses at  length  the  characteristics  of  apocalyptics  in  general,  and 

*  The  Arena  aaid  the  Throne.  By  L.  T.  TowifSEND,  D.D.,  author  of  Oredo,  Ac. 
Boston:  Lee  ASheparcL     1874.    pp.264. 

I  Lamg^B  OomimenJkury,  American  Translation  by  Br.  Pmup  Sohaff  and 
others.  Y oL  X.  The  BevektHon  of  Johfh,  Expounded  by  John  Pbter  Lanob, 
D.D.,  Professor  of  Theology  in  the  Uniyersity  of  Bonn.  Translated  from  the  Ger- 
man by  Etbuna  Moobe.  Enlarged  and  edited  by  E.  B.  Caaykn,  DJ),^  Pastor  of 
the  Third  Presbjrterian  Church  at  Newark,  N.  J.  Together  with  a  Double  Alpha- 
betical Index  to  all  the  Ten  Volumes  of  the  New  Testament,  by  John  H.  Woods, 
A.1L    New  York:  Armstrong  &0o.    1874.    8yo,  pp.  491. 
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after  diBcovering  what  he  regards  as  the  true  view  with  respect  to 
their  essential  elements,  and  the  correct  theory  of  their  symbolism, 
he  applies  his  conclasions  to  the  work  of  St.  John*  This  work  he 
justly  considers  as  the  highest  development  and  crown,  as  it  were, 
of  all  the  writings  of  its  class.  His  introductory  treatise  is  an  ex- 
tended and  thorough  one,  as  presenting  his  own  views.  It  is  writ- 
ten, however,  in  a  style  which  obscures  its  meaning,  oftentimes, 
and  somewhat  taxes  tiie  patience  of  the  reader.  Dr.  Lange  gives 
a  statement  of  the  most  important  systems  of  interpretation  ap^ 
plied  to  the  Apocalypse,  in  the  different  periods  of  history,  with 
an  account  of  the  opinions  of  the  representative  scholars  of  every 
class.  His  own  view  is  that  the  book  is  a  series  of  visions  pre* 
senting  the  course  of  the  world's  history  in  respect,  not  to  a 
regular  succession  of  time,  but  to  the  forces  and  elements  of  its 
progress  towards  the  final  consummation.  Dr.  Craven  has  added 
many  notes,  giving  his  own  views  and  those  of  other  commentators, 
and  the  volume  closes  with  a  double  index  covering  all  the  ten 
volumes  of  the  work. 

Mbybb's  Commbntaby  on  RoMANS.'^—In  the  number  of  this 
Quarterly  published  in  October  last,  we  presented  our  readers 
with  a  brief  statement  of  the  general  characteristics  and  excel- 
lences of  Meyer's  great  work  on  the  New  Testament.  We  would 
simply,  at  this  time,  call  their  attention  to  the  fact  that  a  second 
volume  of  the  translation  in  course  of  publication  by  the  Messn 
Clark,  of  Edinburgh, — namely,  YoL  I.  of  the  Commentary  on  the 
Romans, — ^has  appeared.  This  volume  contains  a  Greneral  Preface 
by  the  English  Editor,  Dr.  Dickson,  a  brief  sketch  of  Dr.  Meyer's 
life,  the  preface  which  he  himself  prepared  just  before  his  death 
for  this  translation,  and  the  commentary  on  Uie  Epistle  as  £ar  as 
the  sixth  verse  of  the  seventh  chapter.  The  second  volume  on 
this  Epistle  wUl  appear  in  a  few  months. 

Whbdon's  Commbntaby  on  thb  Old  Tbstambnt.  Joshua  to 
n.  SAMUBL.f — This  volume  is  the  third  in  the  series  of  oomm»2- 

*  Critical  and  JBtcegeHeai  Handbook  to  fttf  ^nsOe  to  ffte  Somana,  By  HxmiCH 
August  Wtlbsem  Mxtbb,  Th.D.  Ober.  oonsistorialrath,  Hannover.  Tranaiited 
by  Rev.  John  0.  Moore,  fi.A.,  Hamburg.  VoL  L  Edinbaigh:  T.  k  T.  Olark. 
New  York :  Soribner,  Armstrong  t  Ck>.    1873.    Syo,  pp.  384. 

f  OommeiUairy  on  the  (M  Ibstammtf  Vol.  IIL  Joshua  fo  n  SamneL  Book  of 
Joshua;  by  D.  Stbbub,  D.D.  Books  of  Judges  to  II  Samuel;  1^  Bbv.  K.& 
Tebbt,  A.M.  D.  D.  Whedoh,  LL.D.,  editor.  New  York:  Nelaon  ft  PhiUipL 
1873.    12mo,  pp.  668. 
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taries  on  the  Old  Testament,  which  correspond  in  general  plan 
and  character  very  closely  with  Dr.  Whedon's  volnmes  on  the 
New  Testament,  which  have  been  noticed  in  the  Neu>  Miglander, 
Dr,  Whedon  holds  the  position  of  General  Editor  of  the  whole 
series ;  but  the  preparation  of  the  volumes  on  the  Old  Testament 
is  assigned  to  other  persons.  Of  this  particular  volume  the  Rev. 
Milton  S.  Terry  is  the  author,  though  with  some  assistance  in  the 
.earlier  portion  of  it  from  Rev.  Dr.  Steele,  of  the  Syracuse  Uni- 
versity. The  plan  of  the  commentary  determines  its  character. 
It  is  designed  for  Sunday  school  teachers,  and,  as  Dr.  Whedon 
himself  expresses  it,  for  popular  use.  The  notes  are  brief,  concise, 
strictly  exegetical  and  explanatory,  and  such  as  will  be  helpful  to 
the  common  reader.  The  author  has  bestowed  much  thought 
upon  his'  work.  He  has  ^examined  leading  authorities,  and  has 
gathered  his  results  in  a  form  convenient  for  use.  The  ordinary 
translation  is  placed  at  the  head  of  the  pages,  and  in  some  cases, 
in  poetical  passages,  a  more  literal  translation,  conformed  to  the 
order  and  idiom  of  the  Hebrew,  is  added.  In  the  portion  of  the 
Church  with  which  the  author  and  editor  are  especially  connected, 
and  for  which  this  and  the  other  volumes  of  the  series  are  more 
particularly  designed,  we  cannot  doubt  that  this  commentary  will 
be  regarded  as  well  supplying  a  need.  The  wide  circulation  of 
somewhat  similar  commentaries  in  other  denominations  would 
seem  to  give  promise  of  a  like  result  here,  and  to  show  that 
many  teachers  and  private  readers  are  glad  to  get  such  helps  in 
their  Biblical  studies. 

Candijsh's  Ssbmons.* — ^The  Church  of  Scotland,  and  since  the 
disruption  the  Free  Church  especially,  has  always  filled  a  large 
place  in  the  regards  of  American  Christians  of  more  than  one  de- 
nomination, and  her  great  names,  who  ^  seemed  to  be  pillars," 
have  been  familiar  to  our  ears.  Next  to  Dr.  Chalmers,  who  was 
fcfeile  przncepSy  Dr.  Andrew  Thompson  seemed  to  stand  foremost, 
and  we  can  hardly  believe  it  to  be  now  more  than  forty  years 
since  he  died  in  his  prima  And  now  within  scarcely  more  than  a 
year  the  two  who  were  left  to  be  most  honored  at  this  distance  on 
the  roll  of  the  Free  Church  as  its  successful  champions.  Dr.  Guth- 
rie and  Dr.  Candlish,  have  passed  away.    The  former,  we  suppose, 

*  Samona  byihelateBo^fert  8.  OandKOif  DM,,  Minister  of  Free  St  George's,  and 
Principal  of  the  Kew  Goliege,  Edinburgh.  With  a  Biographical  Preface.  New 
York :  B.  Garter  k  Bros.    1874.    12m0|  pp.  316. 
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had  no  superior  in  his  time  for  fervid  and  pictoresqae  eloquence. 
The  latter,  too,  was  eminent  as  a  preacher,  though  not  his  equal 
in  popular  oratory,  and  stood  even  higher  as  a  theologian,  an 
adroit  debater,  and  a  leader  in  ecclesiastical  affairs.  The  work 
before  us  is  a  '^  Memorial  Volume,"  giving  us  eighteen  of  his  ser- 
mons, with  a  brief  biographical  sketch.  They  deserve  the  name 
of  sermons  as  being  not  mere  essays,  nor  discussions  in  philosophy, 
.  nor  poetic  or  dramatic  delineations,  but  clear  and  cogent  presenta- . 
tions  of  truth ;  evangelic  in  the  themes  and  the  expositions ;  prac- 
tical, yet  with  a  doctrinal  basis  that  is  distinct  though  not  obtru- 
sive nor  dogmatic;  and  more  attractive  than  we  had  expected  to 
find  them,  indeed  remarkable,  we  think,  for  combining  in  an  unu- 
sual degree  the  excellences  of  written  and  spoken  style,  so  that 
while  read  deliberately  with  pleasure,  they  seem  to  be  addressed 
also  to  hearers  as  by  a  living,  earnest  preacher.  We  have  the 
higher  respect  for  the  author's  ability  and  candor  from  having 
read  some  years  ago  his  work  on  the  extent  and  efficacy  of  the 
atonement,  which  then  seemed  to  us  the  happiest  attempt  we  had 
met  with  to  reconcile  the  doctrine  of  limited  atonement  with  the 
universality  and  sincerity  of  the  gospel  invitations.  As  compared 
with  other  leaders  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  he  has  not  been  here 
so  widely  known  through  his  writings  as  he  deserved  to  be ;  yet 
he  is  certainly  another  proof  of  that  country's  fertility  in  effective 
preachers,  or  in  what  Isaac  Taylor  called  "the  concionative 
element." 

Segnkri's  Lenten  Sermons.* — The  first  volume  of  Lenten  Ser- 
mons by  Segneri  was  published  in  1872,  and  the  demand  for  them 
appears  to  have  been  so  great  as  to  call  for  the  publication  of  a 
second  volume.  But  who  was  Segneri  ?  The  name  is  not  ^miliar 
to  Protestants,  though  he  appears  to  have  some  celebrity  among 
Roman  Catholics.  The  first  volume  of  the  Lenten  Sermons  in- 
forms us  that  Segneri  was  bom  at  Nettuno,  in  Italy,  in  1624; 
that  he  entered  the  novitiate  of  the  Society  of  Jesus  at  the  age  of 
thirteen,  and  was  ordained  in  1 653 ;  that,  twelve  years  later,  he 
entered  upon  the  missonary  labors  by  which  he  is  best  known, 
and  which  continued  till  the  year  J  694,  when  he  was  appointed  by 
Innocent  XII.  to  preach  in  the  pontifical  palace.  He  retained  that 
office  about  a  year,  when  he  was  appointed  Theologian  of  the 
Sacred  Penitentiary,  in  which  place  he  continued  till  his  death  in 

♦  Lenten  Sermoru.  By  Paul  Sbqitebi,  of  the  Society  of  Jesus.  VoL  IL  New 
York:  The  Catholic  Publication  Society.     18U.    pp.  314. 
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1694.  He  is  said  to  have  been  a  "  man  of  most  eminent  virtue  and 
of  great  austerity  of  Ufe." 

These  sermons  were  published  in  Florence  in  1670.  And  we 
may  say  of  them,  in  general,  that  they  are  sermons  that  it  would  do 
Italians,  or  any  other  people,  good  to  hear.  We  fear  there  has 
not  been  much  of  such  faithful  preaching  in  Italy  as  is  found  in 
this  volume.  If  there  had  been,  Italy  would  have  been  in  a  better 
condition  than  it  is  now. 

The  sermons  contain  sound  doctrine,  applied,  with  great  direct- 
ness and  force,  to  the  conscience  and  the  heart.  Except  for  fre- 
quent quotations  &om  the  Apocrypha,  and  profuse  illustrations 
from  patristic  literature,  and  accounts  of  miracles  of  saints,  which, 
to  the  Protestant  mind,  are  of  doubtful  credibility,  we  should  not 
know  they  had  been  preached  by  a  Roman  Catholic. 

There  is  one  particular  in  which  they  differ  greatly,  we  think, 
from  the  sermons  of  modem  preachers  of  the  Church  of  Rome. 
It  is  in  the  absence  of  reference  to  the  Virgin  Mary.  We  have 
not  noticed  in  this  second  volume  a  single  allusion  to  the  Virgin. 
The  sermons  of  Catholic  preachers  of  the  present  day  are  full  of 
ascriptions  of  praise  to  the  Blessed  Virgin,  and  in  this  respect 
are  in  marked  contrast  to  those  of  Segneri,  and  indeed  to  those  of 
the  great  French  preachers,  Massillon,  Bourdaloue,  and  Bossuet. 
There  has  been,  as  adherents  of  the  Roman  Church  must  them- 
selves admit,  a  marvelous  development  of  devotion  to  the  Virgin 
in  that  Church  in  modem  times;  a  development  which  seems  to 
us  singularly  inconsistent  with  its  profession  of  immutability  in 
doctrine. 

We  confess,  we  think  the  Roman  Catholic  sermons  of  the 
times  of  Segneri  far  superior  to  those  of  modem  times,  and  we 
unite  with  the  translator  in  eamestly  commending  these  sermons 
to  the  Catholic  clergy, 

Strauss  as  a  Philosophical  Thinker.* — ^Dr.  Eranth  has 
done  the  public  an  excellent  service  in  translating  from  Fichte's 
Zeitechrift  the  criticism  of  Strauss'  last  work  entitled  "The  Old 
Faith  and  the  New  Faith,"  with  an  ample  Introduction  on  the  mate- 
rialistic philosophy.     The  author  of  the  Review,  Dr.  Hermann 

*  Strauaa  as  a  Phihaophioal  Thinker,  A  Beyiew  of  his  book,  "  The  Old  Faith 
and  the  New  Faith"  and  a  confutation  of  its  materialistic  views.  By  Hebxank 
Ulbiol  Translated,  with  an  Introduction,  by  Ohables  P.  Krauth,  D.D.,  Yice- 
ProTost  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  Philadelphia :  Smith,  English  &  Co. 
1874. 
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Ulrici,  ifi  well  known  as  an  able  and  practised  critic,  especially  upon 
questions  of  literature  and  philosophy.  In  his  review  of  Strauss  he 
does  not  write  as  a  theologian  but  as  a  philosopher.  The  number 
of  points  which  he  notices  may  be  learned  from  the  table  of  con- 
tents. The  treatise  of  Strauss  may  not  unjustly  be  regarded  as  a 
confession  of  &ith,  by  one  of  the  most  adyanced  of  modem 
thinkers.  The  review  of  IJlrioi  is  a  'fisuthful  exposure  of  the  in- 
consistencies and  the  meagreness  of  this  starveling  creed.  T^e 
Introduction  upon  modem  materialism  by  the  accomplished  trans- 
lator adds  to  the  value  of  the  Essay  by  TJlricL 

What  is  Dabwinisk  ?* — ^Dr.  Hodge's  brief  but  comprehensive 
treatise,  in  answer  to  the  question  What  is  Darwinism?  is 
remarkable  for  two  things:  first,  the  clearness  and  force  with 
which  it  sets  forth  the  fact  that  Darwin  himself  rejects  the  doctrine 
of  design  as  an  essential  feature  of  his  theory ;  and  second,  the 
abundant  extracts  from  various  writers  by  which  he  illustrates  the 
atheistic  spirit  of  the  great  majority  of  the  naturaUsts  of  the  Dar- 
winian School.  Dr.  Hodge  does  not  contend,  as  he  might,  that  the 
Darwinian  theory,  as  a  theory  of  the  actual  development  of  the 
successive  powers  of  organic  existence,  might  be  held  by  a  scien- 
tific theist  who  should  use  it  as  requiring  more  imperatively  than 
any  other  theory  of  the  universe  the  prevalence  of  design,  the 
more  comprehensive  thought,  and  the  more  varied  skill  of  an  in- 
telligent originator.  In  this  omission  Dr.  Hodge  has  failed  to 
add  a  most  important  argument  against  the  atheistic  conclusions 
on  which  naturalists  rest  with  such  confidence,  a  confidence 
which,  in  our  view,  on  their  own  showing  is  entirely  misplaced. 
The  abundant  evidence  against  the  theory  of  Darwin  from  the 
facts  and  analogies  of  natural  history  Dr.  Hodge  does  not  under- 
take to  present,  very  wisely ;  and  yet  there  are  a  few  conclusions 
and  facts  which  even  a  layman  is  competent  to  reach  and  to  em- 
ploy. The  work  does  not,  however,  profess  to  be  exhaustive.  It 
is  fitted  to  be  very  usefril,  and  to  leave  a  strong  impression  upon 
many  classes  of  readers. 

Thb  Sacbbd  ANTHOLOOY.f — ^lu  this  book  the  editor  has  col- 
lected, from  various  sources,  moral  and  religious  maxims  and 

*  What  %8  Dartoiniamf  By  Ghablbs  Hodgb,  Prinoeton,  N.  Y.  New  York: 
Scribner,  Armstrong  k  Go.    1874. 

t  The  Saered  Anthology.  JL  Book  of  Ethnical  Scriptures.  GoUected  and  edited 
by  MoirouBs  Danuel  Goivwat,  author  of  "  The  Earthward  Pilgrimage.*'  New 
York:  Henry  Holt  &  Go.    1874.    8vo,  pp.  480. 
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teachingB  from  the  sacred  writings  of  different  races  and  peoples. 
His  design,  as  expressed  in  bis  preface,  is  to  show  what  he  styles 
"  the  sympathy  of  religions"  and  "  the  converging  testimonies'*  of 
all  nations  and  ages  to  great  moral  principles.  In  carrying  oat 
this  design,  he  places  these  testimonies  by  the  side  of*  the  words 
of  the  Old  and  New  Testament  Scriptures,  and  probably  with  a 
special  purpose  that  the  reader  may  compare  them  and  find  the 
similarity  of  other  teachings  with  those  of  the  Biblical  writers. 
He  mentions  no  farther  purpose  beyond  such  comparison — whether 
he  intends  to  lead  his  readers  to  see  the  equal  claims  of  other  re- 
ligions, or  the  superior  claims  of  the  Christian  system.  But  what- 
ever may  have  been  his  intention  in  this  regard,  it  seems  clear  to 
us,  that  the  latter  impression  will  be  produced  on  those  who  can- 
didly examine  the  volume,  and  that  the  collection  which  the  au- 
thor has  made  is  calculated  to  produce  the  same  conviction,  which 
all  similar  ones  must  make,  of  the  divine  elements  in  the  teach- 
ings^ of  the  Bible.  Mr.  Conway  has  gathered  a  very  large  num- 
ber of  these  passages  from  the  eastern  religious  teachings  and 
ancient  books,  and  thrown  them  into  a  convenient  form  and  clas- 
sification for  the  uses  of  the  reader. 

HISTORICAL   AJSTD  BIOOBAPHICAL. 

Memoibs  OF  John  QurHrcr  Adams.* — The  second  President 
Adams  left  behind  him  an  almost  continuous  diary,  stretching 
over  a  period  of  sixty-five  years.  His  own  public  life  extended 
through  fifty  three-years.  His  first  public  appointment  was 
received  from  Washington ;  he  was  an  active  participant  in  the 
political  contentions  which  preceded  the  war  of  1812,  and  he  lived 
to  mingle  as  a  leader  in  the  anti-slavery  contest  of  recent  times. 
He  had  rare  opportunities  for  education  at  home  and  abroad ;  he 
had  the  means  of  becoming  acquainted  with  the  great  statesmen 
of  his  own  country  in  the  earlier  period  of  our  national  history, 
and  with  eminent  public  men  abroad.  Id  many  of  the  interesting 
events  of  which  he  was  a  spectator,  he  was  also  a  prominent  actor. 
His  biography  is,  therefore,  a  history  of  political  affairs,  as  well  as 
a  disclosure  of  the  traits,  the  principles  and  the  motives  of  its 
subject.  Mr.  C.  F.  Adams,  who  has  already  enriched  the  his- 
torical literature  of  the  country,  by  the  publication  of  his  the 

*  Memoirs  of  John  Qumcy  Adamu :  OomprisiDg  portionfl  of  his  Dlaiy  from  1795 
to  1848.  Edited  by  Chablbs  Fraitois  Adams.  Vol.  I.  Philadelphia:  J.  B.  lip- 
pincoUftCo.    1874. 
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first  President  Adams's  writings,  accompanied  by  an  excellent 
memoir,  now  undertakes  the  pious  filial  duty,  as  well  as  the 
public  service,  of  presenting  to  the  public  the  biography  of  his 
father,  mostly  in  his  own  words,  from  the  diary.  To  the  editorial 
care,  conscientiousness  and  judgment  manifest  in  this  first  volume, 
the  highest  commendation  is  due.  The  narrative  is  carried  as  far 
as  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Adams  as  Minister  to  Russia,  by  Mr. 
Madison.  It  covers  his  residence  in  Holland,  and  in  Prussia,  his 
service  in  the  U.  S.  Senate,  in  Jefferson's  administration,  and  his 
brief  work  as  Professor  of  Rhetoric  in  Harvard  College.  The 
work  has  the  peculiar  charm  that  always  attends  the  story  of  im- 
portant events,  when  told  by  actors  and  eye-witnesses.  It  shows, 
on  every  page,  the  independence  of  thought  which  marked  John 
Quincy  Adams  from  his  youth ;  the  strong  feelings,  as  well  as  just 
moral  principles,  by  which  he  was  actuated.  The  narrative  of 
this  volume  leaves  us  just  at  the  time  of  his  separation  from  the 
Federal  party,  an  act  which  some  old  Federalists  never  could  for- 
give. The  parts  of  his  career  which  are  touched  upon  are  far  less 
interesting  than  those  which  will  form  the  theme  of  subsequent 
volumes.  Yet  the  work  has  much  historical  value,  and  the  con- 
tinuance of  it  will  be  looked  for  with  a  high  degree  of  curiosity 
and  interest. 

The  Lifb  op  Timothy  Pickebing  :  Vols.  IL,  lEL,  IV.* — ^The 
first  volume  of  Col.  Pickering's  Life,  from  the  pen  of  his  son, 
appeared  several  years  ago,  and  was  noticed  in  this  Review.  The 
death  of  the  author  has  devolved  upon  Mr.  Charles  W.  IJpham 
the  task  of  completing  the  unfinished  work.  To  literary  abilities 
and  a  literary  experience  which  are  uncommon,  Mr.  Upham  adds 
the  qualification  of  an  intimate  personal  acquaintance  with  the 
subject  of  his  biography.  These  volumes  are  well  arranged  and 
are  written  in  an  interesting  manner.  If  to  some  readers  they 
may  appear  in  certain  passages  too  copious,  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  pages  which  one  reader  may  find  no  difficulty  in  pas- 
sing over,  may  be,  to  another  reader  of  a  different  taste,  or  more 
nearly  connected  with  the  subject  of  th^  memoir,  fraught  with 
interest.  Col.  Pickering  took  an  active  part  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  being  entrusted  with  a  responsible  office,  and  brought  into 
close  personal  relations  with  Washington.     As  a  member  of  the 

♦  The  Life  of  Tvmothy  Pickering:  Vola  11.,  HI.,  IV.  By  Ohablbs  W.  TJphaii. 
Boston:  Litfle,  Brown  ft  Oo.    1874. 
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cabinet  of  the  firet  President  and  of  John  Adams,  and  afterwards 
a  Senator  and  then  a  Representative  in  Congress,  he  was  a  con- 
spicuous and  influential  public  man,  one  of  the  pillars  of  the  old 
Federal  party.  He  was  warmly  attached  to  the  section  of  which 
Hamilton  was  the  leader,  and  the  abrupt  dismissal  of  Pickering 
from  the  post  of  Secretary  of  State,  by  Adams,  was  one  of  the 
principal  events  in  the  division  of  the  Federalists,  which  precipi- 
tated their  downfall.  Mr.  Upham  tells  hijs  story  with  candor, 
and  with  a  laudable  freedom  &om  partisan  feeling.  Pickering 
was  a  strong  character.  The  energy  which  he  manifested  in 
plunging  with  his  family  into  the  forests  of  Pennsylvania,  at 
the  close  of  the  war,  and  in  once  more  becoming  a  farmer  in  the 
same  State,  after  leaving  Adams's  cabinet,  was  characteristic  of 
the  statesman,  and  could  not  flail  to  give  him  a  decisive  influence 
in  public  aflaits.  The  qualities  were  such  as  were  adapted  to 
make  warm  fiiends  and  bitter  enemies.  Independent  in  his  judg- 
ments, he  was  extremely  averse  to  everything  that  savored  of 
hero-worship.  Of  Washington's  military  talents  he  had  not  the 
highest  opinion.  Mr.  Upham  has  printed  Col.  Pickering's  strict- 
ures upon  some  of  the  military  operations  of  his  chief.  Yet, 
the  perusal  of  all  that  Pickering  has  written  of  General  Wash- 
ington leaves  the  reader  with  a  heightened  impression  of  his 
greatness  and  excellenca  In  common  with  all  other  witnesses, 
Pickering  bears  emphatic  testimony  to  the  unequalled  disinter- 
estedness and  moral  elevation  of  Washington's  character,  and  to 
the  wonderful  presence  by  which  he  cast  a  spell  over  all  who  ap- 
proached him.  The  rupture,  in  the  Federal  party  to  which  we 
have  adverted,  is  a  matter  with  regard  to  the  merits  of  which  a 
hasty  judgment  should  not  be  pronounced.  Adams  chafed  under 
the  consciousness  that  the  leading  Federalists,  including  members 
of  his  own  cabinet,  were  inspired  and  guided  by  Hamilton,  and 
ready  to  promote  his  elevation.  On  the  contrary,  they  complained 
that  the  jealous  temper  of  Mr.  Adams  and  his  rashness  broke  up 
the  great  party  which  had  organized  the  government,  and  ad- 
ministered it  during  the  first  twelve  years  of  its  existence.  This 
is  certain,  that  the  progress  of  time  more  and  more  vindicates  the 
character  of  the  Federal  party  against  the  aspersions  of  those 
who  overthrew  it,  and  demonstrates  the  wisdom  of  the  Federal 
policy,  the  essential  features  of  which  have  been  practically 
adopted  in  the  management  of  the  Government  since,  even  under 
the  adversaries  of  Federal  rule. 
VOL.  XXXIII.  89 
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Hausser's  Period  op  the  Reformation.*  —  H&usser^s  Lec- 
tures on  the  period  of  the  Reformation  ai-e  here  presented  in  Eng- 
lish, and  deserve  to  be  widely  read.  They  are  lucid,  condensed, 
impartial,  and  present,  mainly  from  the  political  or  secular  point 
of  view,  an  interesting  and  instructive  summary  of  the  events 
comprised  within  the  era  which  begins  with  the  posting  of  Luther's 
theses  and  ends  with  the  Peace  of  Westphalia.  The  religious  and 
theological  aspects  of  the  history  are  quite  in  the  background. 
The  estimates  of  character  are  fair  and  judicious.  The  lectures 
are  founded  on  original  studies.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  however, 
that  they  were  not  prepared  for  the  press  by  their  author.  They 
are  a  posthumous  publication,  and,  although  edited  with  care  and 
judgment,  they  lack  the  introductory  discussions  with  which  Prof. 
Oncken  was  accustomed  to  preface  them  in  his  class-room.  The 
translation  is  in  good  English  and  is  respectably  done.  But  epi- 
thets are  frequently  omitted,  and  sometimes  whole  sentences  are 
left  out.  Too  much  care  cannot  be  exercised  in  rendering  into 
another  language  the  sentences  of  so  compact  a  writer  as  H&usser. 

The  Oxford  Methodists.! — The  group  of  young  men  at  Ox- 
ford, of  whom  John  Wesley  is  the  most  celebrated,  comprised, 
besides  Whitefield,. a  number  of  persons  whose  biographies  are 
narrated  by  Mr.  Tyerman  in  the  volume  before  us.  Henry  became 
a  writer  of  distinction  in  his  day.  Each  of  them  had  a  career 
peculiar  to  himself.  Several  of  them  became  alienated  from  Wes- 
ley, on  account  of  strong  differences  of  opinion  and  from  their 
repugnance  to  his  measures.  Mr.  Tyerman  has  made  an  interest- 
ing book,  which  serves  as  a  supplement  to  his  extended  Life  of 
the  Founder  of  Methodism. 

Tytler's  "Old  Masters"  and  "Modern  Painters." J — These 
little  volumes  contain  brief  biographical  statements  respecting 
the  most  renowned  painters,  together    with  criticisms,   partly 

•  The  Period  of  the  BefomuUion  (1517-1648).  By  Ludwig  Hausaer.  Edited  by 
William  Onokkn,  Professor  at  Giessen.  Translated  riy  Mrs.  G.  Stugre.  New 
York :  R.  Carter  A  Brothers.     1874.     12mo,  pp.  702.  , 

f  TJie  Oa^ord  Methodiste :  Memoirs  of  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Clayton,  Ingham,  Gkun- 
bold,  Henry,  and  Broughton.  With  biographical  notices  of  others.  By  the  Rev. 
L.  Ttebmak.    New  York :  Harper  A  Brothers.     1873. 

X  The  Old  Masters  and  their  Pictures :  For  the  use  of  schools  and  learners  in  art. 
By  Sarah  Tttleb.  Boston :  Roberts  Brothers.  1874.  Modem  Painters  and  tkeir 
Paintings:  For  the  use  of  schools  and  of  learners.  By  Sabah  Tttleb.  Boston: 
Roberts  Brothers      1874. 
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selected  by  the  author  from  other  writers,  upon  their  principal 
works.  The  aim  is  to  furnish  an  introduction  to  the  study  of  art, 
which  shall  be  free  from  scientific  classification,  and  from  dry  de- 
tails, but  which  shall  stimulate  readers,  who  are  not  versed  in  the 
subject,  to  further  studies.  The  circumstances  related  of  the 
masters  in  painting  are  interesting,  and  the  remarks  upon  their 
productions  are  generally  judicious.  Without  any  pretence  to 
orginality  or  profundity,  these  little  books  are  valuable,  and  may 
be  read  with  pleasure  by  persons'  conversant  with  art  as  well  as 
by  novices. 

Gilman's  First  Stkps  of  History.* — The  object  of  this  book 
is  to  stimulate  young  persons  to  the  study  of  Natural  History, 
by  mapping  out  the  ground  for  them,  and  by  selecting  such  facts 
respecting  each  period  and  each  country  as  one  of  capital  im- 
portance. There  are  plain  *  maps  interspersed  through  the 
volume.  There  are  also  chronological  tables  and  indexes.  The 
aim  of  the  author  is  praiseworthy,  and  he  has  attained  a  good 
degree  of  success  in  carrying  it  out.  His  book  is  much  more 
inviting  and  readable  than  the  common  abridgments,  which  give 
only  the  dry  lines  of  history. 

mi8cexllaneou8. 

Professor  W.  Stanley  Jevons'  Treatise  on  the  Principles 
OF  SciENCE,t  is  likely  to  raise  higher  and  more  numerous  expecta- 
tions than  it  will  meet  and  satisfy.  Following,  as  it  does,  such 
works  as  Sir  John  F.  W.  Herschel's  "  Preliminary  Discourse  on 
the  Study  of  Natural  Philosophy,"  Dr.  William  Whewell's 
"  Philosophy  of  the  Inductive  Sciences,"  and  John  Stuart  Mill's  '^V^ 

"  System  of  Logic,"  etc.,  and  being  written  by  a  gentleman  who  ^ 

was  already  distinguished  as  the  author*  of  several  logical  trea- 
tises, it  would  not  unnaturally  be  expected,  that  it  should  reduce 
to  a  systematic  and  satisfactory  form  what  is  already  known  and 
accepted  in  respect  to  the  principles  of  science  and  of  scientific 
method.  We  confess  to  no  little  disappointment  in  respect  to 
the  matter  and  form  of  this  treatise.     The  writer  shows  abundant 

*  First  Steps  of  General  History.  By  Aethub  Gn*iiAN,  M.  A.  New  York :  Hurd 
k  Houghton.     1874. 

f  The  PriTtciples  of  Science.  A  Treatise  on  Logic  and  Scientific  Method.  By  W. 
Stablkt  Jevonb,  M.A.,  F.R.S.,  etc.,  etc  Special  American  edition,  bound  in  one 
volume.    New  York :  Macmillan  k  Go.     1874. 
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reading  of  the  writers  of  his  time  on  all  the  principal  and  secondary 
topics.  His  own  remarks  are  usually  just  and  often  ingenious. 
His  conclusions  are  sober  and  reverential,  rarely  conflicting  with  a 
sound  common  sense  and  rational  theism.  But  his  method 
is  far  from  being  thoroughly  scientific,  and  he  lacks  that 
"  grandlichkeit "  which  we  naturally  and  reasonably  look  for  in  a 
book  that  professes  to  treat  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  scien- 
tific thought.  We  accept  with  a  grateful  recognition  the  many 
acute  and  comprehensive  suggestions  with  which  the  treatise 
abounds ;  but  we  cannot  but  report  its  very  serious  deficiencies. 

The  book  will  be  generally  read,  as  it  deserves  to  be.  The 
questions  which  are  so  freely  mooted  and  discussed  at  the  present 
day  have  awakened  an  ardent  interest  in  the  principles  of  knowl- 
edge of  every  kind,  among  first  and  second  rate  philosophers,  and 
even  among  readers  who  have  small  claim  to  be  called  philoso- 
phers of  any  class. 

The  logic  of  science  and  the  logic  of  faith  are  keenly  scrutinized, 
and  any  writer  who  contributes  anything  in  answer  to  the  numer- 
ous questions  which  are  raised  upon  these  subjects  will  be  care- 
fully read  and  closely  sifted.  The  English  publishers  have  done 
wisely  in  providing  for  a  large  sale  for  their  own  edition  by  issu- 
ing the  two  volumes  in  one,  for  the  American  market. 

Sumner's  History  op  Cubrbncy.* — In  this  book  Pro£  Sumner 
has  presented  a  very  clear,  and,  as  it  seems  to  us,  very  just  and 
impartial  history  of  American  currency.  Beginning  with  an  ac- 
count of  the  wampum  currency,  he  speaks  of  the  system  of  barter 
which  was  introduced  into  this  country  very  early,  of  the  "  Pine 
tree  coinage,"  of  the  first  institution  of  banks,  of  the  paper  money 
which  was  issued  in  the  wars  in  which  the  colonies  were  from  time 
to  time  engaged,  and  ip  the  Revolution  against  Great  Britain. 
The  history  of  the  United  States  Bank  occupies  a  very  large  space 
in  the  book,  and  the  history  of  the  currency  is  brought  down  to 
the  present  time,  telling  of  events  which  are  within  the  memory 
of  the  present  generation.  It  is  a  very  interesting  and  very  in- 
structive history ;  especially  so  at  the  present  time. 

The  experience  of  the  past  is  the  best  guide  for  the  future,  and 
we  have  the  fallacy  of  many  prevalent  theories  demonstrated  by 

*  History  of  American  Owrrency.  With  chapters  on  the  EngUah  Bank  Restrictioii 
and  Austrian  Paper  Monej.  By  Wic.  G.  Sumner,  Professor  of  Political  and  Social 
Science  in  Yale  College.    To  which  is  appended  ''The  Bullion  Report." 
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the  result  of  their  previous  trials  in  this  history  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  years. 

We  think  no  one  can  read  the  book  without  interest  and  profit, 
but  it  would  have  been  more  useful  if  the  reasons  for  the  opinions 
expressed  had  been  given  more  frequently.  A  narrative  of  the 
facts  connected  with  a  course  of  financial  policy  which  has  resulted 
disastrously  will  carry  conviction  of  itself  to  the  student  of  finance  ^ 
but  many  readers  will  need  some  explanation  of  the  relation  of 
the  facts  to  the  result,  and  will  not  be  sufficiently  enlightened  by 
a  simple  statement  of  facts,  or  by  the  bare  assertion  that  the  result 
was  a  necessary  consequence. 

We  are  especially  pleased  that  Prof.  Sumner  has  added  to  his 
work  the  "  Bullion  Report"  made  in  1810  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons of  Great  Britain,  in  which  the  questions  pertaining  to  cur- 
rency are  discussed  in  th^  most  masterly  manner.  There  is  no 
single  treatise  on  the  subject  so  well  worthy  of  study  at  the  pre- 
sent time  in  this  country,  none  which  will  throw  greater  light  on 
the  questions  we  have  now  to  settle.  We  trust  Prof  Sumner 
will  give  to  the  public  more  of  the  results  of  his  studies. 

Thk  Poetry  of  the  Orient.* — This  comely  volume  is  meant 
to  draw  the  attention  of  general  readers  to  the  poetry  of  the  East. 
"  The  whole  field  of  Oriental  literature,  so  far  as  accessible  through 
English,  Latin,  German,  and  French  translations,"  says  the  au- 
thor, "  has  been  with  me  a  favorite  province  for  excursions  in  such 
leisure  hours  as  I  could  command."  He  has  been  "in  the  habit  of 
versifying  the  brief  passages  which  struck  him  most  forcibly."  With 
these  he  has  gathered  also  translations  by  several  European  authors 
into  their  own  tongues,  again  rendered  into  English  verse.  The 
result  is  the  compilation  of  brief  specimens  of  "  Arab,  Hindu,  Per- 
sian, and  Siifi  poems,"  making  the  bulk  of'  this  volume.  The  first 
ninety  pages  are  occupied  with  a  "  Historical  Dissertation,"  aiming 
"  to  convey  to  the  reader  some  conception  of  the  vast  contents  of 
the  imperial  treasure-house  of  Oriental  poetry,"  to  sketch  "  the 
labors  of  modem  scholars"  in  this  department,  and  "  to  give  an 
illustrative  analysis"  of  its  "  distinguished  characteristics."  The 
essay  is  carefully  prepared  and  interests  a  thoughtful  reader, 
though  the  style  is  more  ambitious  and  profuse  in  epithets  than 
we  should  have  expected  from  Mr.  Alger,  and  the  enumeration  of 

*  The  Fioetry  of  ffie  Orient  By  "WniiiAM  Rounsbville  Alger  Boston :  Rob- 
erts Brothers.     1874.     12mo,  pp.  371. 
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European  works  on  the  subject  more  full  and  minute  than  seems 
needful  The  examples  furnished  in  connection  with  the  analysis 
are  more  valuable  than  the  "  metrical  specimens"  which  follow  and 
take  up  the  larger  space.  The  reader  is  propitiated  by  the  touch- 
ing dedication — "  To  the  dear  and  pure  memory  of  my  dead  boy, 
Henry  Lodge  Alger,  who  loved  many  things  in  this  book." 

Prevalent  Misconceptions  conjcerning  the  Physical  For- 
ces.— Among  the  valuable  Articles  which  have  lately  appeared  in 
the  "  College  Courant^'*  we  call  especial  attention  to  a  series  just 
completed  by  Prof.  William  A.  Norton,  under  the  title  quoted 
above.  The  first  paper,  published  May  23,  1874,  concludes  with 
the  following  paragraph. 

"  The  readers  of  recent  publications  of  physical  researches  and 
discoveries,  have  had  their  attention  so  especially  directed  to 
modes  of  motion,  and  transformations^  of  motion,  that  many  of 
them  have  failed  to  discover  anything  else  as  present  in  physical 
phenomena,  and  the  notion  of  force  as  the  cause  of  motion  has,  to 
all  essential  purposes,  passed  out  of  their  minds.  With  all  such 
persons  the  imperfect  conception  referred  to  has  taken  a  wider 
scope.  The  physical  forces  have  now  disappeared  from  view,  and 
have  left  a  world  made  up  of  motions,  changing  from  one  mode 
to  another  without  intervening  causes. 

The  tendency  so  rife  at  the  present  day  to  pay  attention  chiefly 
to  the  motions  and  transformations  of  motion  that  are  the  con- 
spicuous features  in  physical  phenomena,  and  overlook  or  disre- 
gard the  molecular  forces  at  work  in  the  processes  of  transforma- 
tion, is  the  more  to  be  deprecated  fi-om  the  fact  that  it  has  played 
a  prominent  part  in  the  origination  and  maintenance  of  the  "scien- 
tific "  atheism  which  has  sprung  up  in  the  path  of  recent  scientific 
research,  and  presents  so  bold  a  front  to  the  world.  When  one 
fails  to  perceive  in  Nature  anything  but  different  modes  of  motion, 
and  recognizes  in  physical  phenomena  nothing  but  changes  from 
one  mode  of  motion  to  another,  paying  no  heed  to  the  intimate 
mechanical  processes  by  which  the  changes  are  effected,  he  may 
fail  to  discover  in  Inanimate  Nature  any  indications  of  the  sus- 
taining Hand  of  a  Spiritual  Power.  To  him  the  transfer  of  mo- 
tion from  one  body  of  matter  to  another,  is  a  mere  phenomenon 
of  no  more  significance  than  the  mere  fact  of  the  flow  of  water 
from  one  vessel  to  another.  Certain  conditions  occur,  and  a  cer- 
tain result  follows.  But  little  or  no  thought  is  given  to  the  active 
agency  that  accomplished  the  result     This  active  agency  is  not 
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matter ;  nor  is  it  derived  from  any  of  the  forces  of  actual  energy 
that  make  up  the  class  of  correlated  physical  forces,  so  called.  It 
is  some  entity,  of  the  essential  nature  of  which  we  can  form  no 
conception,  that  in  every  encounter  of  one  body  of  matter  with 
another,  takes  effect  from  one  particle  at  the  point  of  meeting 
upon  another,  arresting  their  approach  and  urging  them  asunder. 
We  call  it  force.  A  definite  amount  of  this  force  comes  into 
operation  in  every  instance  of  the  impact  of  bodies,  or  of  the  con- 
flict of  atoms  or  molecules.  This  active  agency,  capable  of  pro- 
ducing effects  definite  in  amount,  and  which  sufiers  no  diminution 
of  intensity — an  inexhaustible  active  cause  taking  efiect  upon 
matter — our  reason  authoritatively  affirms,  must  proceed  from  an 
Infinite  Spiritual  Source.  Though  in  every  instance  of  its  opera- 
tion its  immediate  source  is  a  certain  portion  of  matter,  the  fact 
that  it  is  an  active  cause  operating  at  a  greater  or  less  distance 
from  this  immediate  source,  upon  other  portions  of  matter,  and 
controlling  their  motions,  affords  convincing  evidence  that  it  is  an 
entity  distinct  from  matter,  and  communii^ated  to  it  from  without, 
and  therefore  from  a  Spiritual  Power.  If  this  be  true  it  matters 
little,  from  our  present  point  of  view,  whether  this  entity  (which 
is  force,  or  immediately  originates  force),  flows,  so  to  speak,  in  a 
never-ceasing  stream,  from  the  throne  of  Infinite  Power  into  and 
through  matter — breaking  upon  its  countless  atoms  in  reflex 
waves,  and  ever  diflusing  itself  through  the  infinite  realms  of 
space ;  or  was  permanently  communicated  to  matter  by  the  breath 
of  the  Creative  Spirit. 

It  must  be  admitted,  we  think,  that  certain  distinguished  phys- 
icists, by  fixing  attention  upon  the  brilliant  results  of  modern 
physical  research,  and  the  general  principles  by  which  they  are 
connected,  and  not  heeding  the  mechanical  processes  that  form 
the  essential  feature  in  all  phenomena,  have  in  their  publications, 
with  probably  but  little  thought  of  such  a  result,  sowed  the  seed 
from  which  a  large  crop  of  "  scientific  scepticism  "  has  sprung  up. 
It  is  not  that  their  science  is  false,  but  incomplete — one-sided. 
True  physical  science,  taken  in  its  most  comprehensive  sense,  is 
not  chargeable  with  these  lamentable  results  of  the  recent  remark- 
able progress  of  science.  This  looks  beyond  the  mere  phenomena, 
seeks  for  their  causes,  ascends  from  effects  to  their  highest  physi- 
cal causes,  and  does  not  fail  to  discern  that  these  must  emanate 
from  the  First  Cause  of  all  things." 
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Abuclb  L— autobiography  OF  JOHN  STUART  MILK* 

This  is  a  frank  and  truthful  record  of  a  life  marked  by  more 
than  ordinary  distinction  in  its  external  contact  with  the 
world,  and  peculiarly  strange  and  sad  and  instructive  in  the 
unfolding  of  its  inner  phases.  Its  interior  development  fur- 
nishes the  thread  of  the  whole  narrative,  as  the  author  meant  it 
should.  For  he  gives  three  reasons  for  leaving  this  memorial 
of  himself:  first,  that  there  might  be  *'  some  record  of  an  educa- 
tion which  was  unusual  and  remarkable ;"  second,  that  there 
might  be  open  to  study  '*the  successive  phases  of  a  mind 
which  was  always  pressing  forward,"  "in  an  age  of  transitions 
in  opinions ;"  and  third,  and  most  especially,  that  due  acknowl- 
edgment might  be  made  of  "  the  debts  which  this  intellectual 
and  moral  development  owed  to  other  persons." 

This  life  began  in  London,  on  the  20th  of  May,  1806.  Its 
earthly  career  was  closed,  as  other  hands  make  record,  near 
Avignon,  on  the  8th  of  May,  1878.  The  sixty-seven  years 
included  between  these  dates  form  a  period  of  stirring  activity 
and  conflict  in  the  political  history  of  Europe,  and  of  yet  more 

*  AiUobiography.   By  John  Stuabt  Mn.ih    KewYork:  Henry  Holt  &  Go.  1873. 
VOL.   XXXIII.  40 
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stirring  activity  and  conflict  in  the  domain  of  human  thought 
for  the  world.  The  circumstances  of  this  individual  life 
brought  it  very  peculiarly  under  the  molding  pressure  of  one 
set  of  influences  incident  to  such  a  tima  We  cannot  wonder, 
therefore,  that  the  development  was  abnormal  and  one-sided, 
almost  to  deformity. 

In  the  case  of  most  men  of  eminence,  the  impress  of  a 
mother's  animating  spirit  and  plastic  touch  of  love  is  seen  to 
be  determinative  of  best  results.  But  it  is  a  singular  fact  that 
the  word  " mother^  does  not  once  occur  in  this  autobiography, 
and  the  sketch  shows  hardly  a  sign  of  anything  like  home- 
aflection,  filial  or  fraternal,  in  its  subject  As  soon  as  the  birth 
is  announced,  the  prominent  figure  in  the  foreground  is  the 
father,  only  the  father,  and  such  a  father  I  A  Scotchman  bom, 
strong  in  brawn  and  brains,  with  a  powerful  intellect,  improved 
by  high  culture  and  tasked  with  intense  work,  he  was  by  con- 
stitution and  by  habit  devoid  of  the  gentleness  and  sympathy 
which  are  essential  qualifications  of  one  who  undertakes  the 
training  of  a  child.  Then,  as  in  spiteful  hostility  to  the  truths 
of  Christianity  he  broke  away  from  the  faith  of  his  fathers 
and  abandoned  the  service  of  the  Church  for  which  he  was 
educated,  he  became,  by  that  veiy  act,  more  cold,  skeptical, 
bitter,  unfeeling,  and  cruel  in  the  rigor  with  which  he  insisted 
on  his  own  ideal 'of  mental  development  Hence,  almost  be- 
fore the  child  could  go  alone,  this  &ther  snatched  him  from  his 
nurse's  arms  and  subjected  him  to  a  course  of  intellectual  dis- 
cipline which  seems  to  us  terrible. 

Mill  says :  "  I  have  no  remembrance  of  the  time  when  I 
began  to  learn  Greek ;  I  have  been  told  that  it  was  when  I  was 
three  years  old.*'  The  precocious  development  thus  early  com- 
menced went  on  under  steady  pressure,  which  excluded  him 
from  all  participation  in  the  ordinary  sports  of  childhood  and 
from  all  association  with  other  boys.  Mill  rates  himself  rather 
below  than  above  par  in  the  natural  gifts  of  quick  apprehen- 
sion, retentive  memory,  and  active,  energetic  character.  Yet 
we  find  him  at  eight  years  of  age  reading  Herodotus,  Xeno- 
phon,  and  Plato,  with  only  his  father  for  a  lexicon.  In  his 
eighth  year  he  commenced  Latin,  a  learner,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  a  teacher  of  his  younger  brothers  and  sisters,  compelled 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1874]  AiUcbiography  of  John  Stuart  Mill  607 

to  evince  bis  own  proficiency  by  tbe  results  of  bis  teacbing. 
Daring  tbe  next  four  years,  be  read  tbe  works  of  all  tbe  lead- 
ing Latin  autbors,  also  tbose  of  tbe  Greek  poets,  dramatists, 
orators,  and  pbilosopbers,  even  to  Aristotle's  Bbetoric*  Dur- 
ing tbe  same  period,  be  learned  tborougbly  geometry  and  alge- 
bra, and  was  compelled  to  grapple  alone  witb  tbe  problems  of 
tbe  calculus  and  bigber  matbematica  Tbis  close  application 
to  study  was  interspersed  witb  extensive  private  reading,  cbiefly 
of  bistory,  to  an  extent  tbat  seems  almost  incredible ;  tbe  topics 
of  bis  reading  being  made  tbe  subjects  of  earnest  conversation 
in  frequent,  long  walks  taken  witb  bis  Mber.  His  cbief  amuse- 
ment be  found  in  reading  books  of  experimental  science  witb- 
out  eitber  performing  or  witnessing  any  practical  experiments. 

Tbe  inexorable  rigor  of  bis  training  is  illustrated  by  tbe  &ct 
tbat  in  tbe  bigber  matbematics,  witb  wbicb  bis  fatber  bad  not 
kept  up  bis  early  acquired  knowledge  so  as  to  give  needed 
explanation,  tbe  boy  *'  was  continually  incurring  bis  fatber's 
displeasure  by  bis  inability  to  solve  difficult  problems  for 
wbicb  be  did  not  see  tbat  tbe  necessary  previous  knowledge 
was  wanting."  Some  relief  from  tbis  be  found  in  a  voluntary 
exercise  wbicb  be  took  up  and  called  writing  bistories.  Tbus 
in  bis  eleventb  and  twelftb  years,  be  compiled  from  Livy  and 
Dionysius  a  bistory  of  tbe  Boman  Government,  writing  enougb, 
he  says,  to  make  an  octavo  volume.  Tbis  was  bis  play.  At 
about  tbe  same  age,  in  addition  to  his  other  tasks,  be  was  com- 
pelled to  write  English  verses,  having  been  introduced  to  a  few 
of  tbe  cboice  old  poets.  But  for  this  exercise  he  had  but  little 
of  either  genius  or  taste,  and  in  it  be  made  no  great  proficiency. 

From  tbe  age  of  twelve,  be  entered  on  what  he  calls  an 
advanced  stage  of  bis  education  and  took  up  Logic,  beginning 
witb  Bacon's  Organon  and  following  that  with  some  Latin  trea- 
tises on  tbe  subject  His  subsequent  reading  of  Latin  and 
Greek  autbors  was  for  tbe  sake  of  their  thoughts,  bis  fatber 
requiring  him  to  read  aloud  in  the  Greek,  especially  Plato  and 
Demosthenes,  and  to  answer  questions  when  asked,  and  making 
this,  at  tbe  same  time,  a  severe  and  irksome  drill  in  Elocution. 
In  bis  fourteenth  year,  he  was  taken  through  a  complete  course 
of  Political  Economy,  partly  by  tbe  study  of  such  books  as 
were  then  published  on  the  subject  and  partly  by  a  sort  of 
peripatetic  course  of  lectures  and  discussions  in  walks  with  hi& 
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£Either.  ''  At  this  point,"  he  says,  '^  coDcluded  what  can  prop- 
erly be  called  my  lessona"  When  about  fourteen,  he  left 
England  for  a  year,  the  most  of  which  was  spent  in  the  south 
of  France,  and  on  his  return  his  education  was  carried  forward 
by  a  different  method. 

The  question  naturally  arises,  What  moral  influences  accom- 
panied this  severe  intellectual  discipline  ?  In  a  distinct  chap- 
ter, our  author  answers  this  question  squarely.  His  father, 
stumbling  at  the  problem  concerning  the  existence  of  evil  in 
the  world,  had  fallen  into  complete  atheism.  He  found  it 
''impossible  to  believe  that  a  world  so  full  of  evil  was  the 
work  of  an  author  combining  infinite  power  with  perfect  good- 
ness and  righteousness."  ''  He  considered  what  is  commonly 
presented  to  mankind  as  the  creed  of  Christianity  to  embody 
the  ne  plus  uUra  of  wickedness."  Hence,  with  na  less  pains 
than  marked  the  rigor  of  his  intellectual  drill,  he  labored  to 
impress  it  upon  his  son's  mind  ''  that  the  manner  in  which  the 
world  came  into  existence  was  a  subject  on  which  nothing  was 
known;"  that  the  question  ''Who  made  me?"  cannot  be  an- 
swered because  we  have  no  experience  or  authoritative  informal 
tion  from  which  to  answer  it  Coming  up  under  such  a  teacher, 
who  conscientiously  carried  out  his  own  convictions  on  this  as 
in  other  parts  of  his  son's  education,  the  result  was  what  must 
be  expected.  John  Mill  thus  frankly  confesses :  "  I  am  one  of 
the  very  few  examples  in  this  country  of  one  who  has  not 
thrown  off  religious  belief,  but  never  had  it  I  looked  upon 
the  modem  exactly  as  I  did  upon  the  ancient  religion,  as  some- 
thing which  in  no  way  concerned  ma" 

Then  further  on,  he  says,  "  My  father's  moral  convictions, 
wholly  dissevered  from  religion,  were  very  much  of  the  charac- 
ter of  those  of  the  Greek  philosophera  In  his  views  of  life, 
he  partook  of  the  character  of  the  stoic,  the  epicurean,  and  the 
cynic.  In  his  personal  qualities,  the  stoic  predominated. 
His  standard  of  morals  was  epicurean,  inasmuch  as  it  was 
utilitarian,  taking  as  the  exclusive  test  of  right  and  wrong  the 
tendency  of  actions  to  produce  pleasure  or  pain.  But  he  had 
(and  this  was  the  cynic  element)  scarcely  any  belief  in  pleas- 
ure. Accordingly,  temperance,  in  the  large  sense  intended  by 
the  Greek  philosophers — stopping  short  at  the  point  of  modera- 
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tion  in  all  indulgences,  was  with  him  as  with  them  about  the 
central  point  of  educational  precept"  There  was  nothing  in 
the  associations  of  the  youth  to  qualify  the  strong  influence  of 
such  a  father.  The  habitual  frequenters  of  his  &ther's  house 
were  Bentham  and  a  few  of  his  disciples  of  the  utilitarian 
school  He  seems  to  have  been  carefully  guarded  from  all  con- 
tact with  any  who  might  impart  other  views  of  Christianity 
and  virtue  till  his  habits  of  thinking  and  feeling  were  unalter- 
ably set 

The  year  spent  on  the  continent  introduced  him  to  mountain 
scenery  and  modifled  his  tastes  for  lifa  While  in  France,  he  also 
took  lessons  in  various  kinds  of  bodily  exercise,  attended  lec- 
tures on  science,  and  went  through  a  course  of  the  higher 
mathematics  under  private  tuition.  But  he  thinks  the  highest 
advantage  of  his  residence  abroad  was  the  fact  that  he  breathed, 
for  a  whole  year,  the  free  and  genial  atmosphere  of  continental 
life,  and  thus  by  contrast  apprehended  the  great  defect  of  Eng- 
lish life — that  lack  of  friendship  and  sympathy.  He  carried 
home  with  him  a  strong  and  permanent  interest  in  continental 
liberalism,  which  qualified  his  subsequent  political  view& 

On  his  return  to  England,  young  MiU  was  called  to  help  his 
father  in  preparing  for  the  press  a  work  on  Political  Economy, 
by  making  a  running  abstract  in  the  form  of  marginal  notes  on 
the  manuscript  Soon  after,  he  commenced  reading  law,  intend- 
ing to  make  that  his  profession.  But  his  guide  was  John  Austin, 
a  devoted  disciple  of  Bentham,  and  very  naturally  Bentham's 
treatise  on  Legislation  was  made  their  leading  text-book.  Other 
works  of  Bentham  were  taken  up,  and  then,  passing  to  some  of 
the  principal  English  writers  on  mental  philosophy,  his  course 
of  law-reading  seems  only  to  have  brought  him  out  into  the 
field  of  metaphysics  a  thorough  Benthamite,  so  that  '^  the  prin- 
ciple of  utility"  became  the  keystone  of  his  knowledge  and  be- 
liefs. Mill  claims  for  himself  the  credit  of  giving  to  that  philo- 
sophical school  the  title  Utilitarian,  taking  the  term  out  of  one 
of  Gait's  novds  and  applying  it  to  a  little  debating  society 
which  at  the  age  of  sixteen  he  formed,  and  which  was  kept  up 
for  three  and  a  half  years. 

At  the  completion  of  his  seventeenth  year,  his  father  secured 
for  him  an  appointment  from  the  East  India  Company,  in  whose 
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service  the  most  of  his  own  life  was  spent  i  John  Mill,  for  thirty- 
fiye  years,  until  the  abolition  of  that  corporation,  continued  his 
connection  with  it,  rising  steadily  from  the  lowest  grade  of 
clerks  to  the  highest  post  in  his  department  This  position 
gave  him  a  support  and,  at  the  same  time,  much  leisure  for  the 
prosecution  of  literary  pursuits.  His  chief  duty  was  to  write 
despatches  and  conduct  the  political  correspondence  of  the  com- 
pany— an  exercise  which  he  deemed  profitable  both  as  a  train- 
ing in  the  expression  of  opinions  and  as  qualifying  his  specu- 
lative theories  by  practical  observation  of  the  diificulties  and 
obstacles  always  met  with  in  the  conduct  of  public  affairs.  He 
thinks  these  labors  were  of  considerable  value  to  him  as  a  theo- 
retical reformer  of  the  opinions  and  institutions  of  his  time. 

In  1828,  the  same  year  that  he  entered  the  service  of  the 
East  India  Company,  the  Wesiminaier  Review  was  established 
by  Mr.  Bentham  and  his  followers,  avowedly  as  a  Radical  or- 
gan in  politics  and  religion,  to  make  head  against  the  Edinburgh 
and  Quarterly  Reviews^  then  in  the  full  height  of  their  reputa- 
tion and  influenca  The  first  number  opened  a  direct  assault 
in  an  Article  by  James  Mill,  reviewing  the  Edinburgh  Review 
from  its  commencement  The  younger  Mill  had  during  the  pre- 
vious year  commenced  his  "youthful  propagandism"  of  the  new 
opinions  by  writing  articles  for  the  morning  papers.  He  was 
now  called  to  assist  his  father  in  this  attack  by  reading  through 
the  forty  volumes  of  the  Edinburgh  Review  and  noting  the  arti- 
ticles  most  open  to  criticism.  The  assault  made  a  sensation  at 
the  time,  but  the  object  of  it  survived  and  continues  still  to 
hold  its  leading  position  as  an  exponent  of  the  sound  conser- 
vative thinking  of  the  times,  as  they  move  on.  From  this 
time,  for  about  five  years,  young  Mill  was  a  constant  contribu- 
tor to  the  Westminster  Review^  guided  chiefly  by  his  fiither's 
very  positive  opinions,  which,  he  says,  "  gave  the  distinguishing 
character  to  the  Benthamite  or  Utilitarian  propagandism  of 
that  time." 

During  this  period,  he  was  brought  into  close  relations  with 
Bentham  by  being  made  the  editor  of  his  great  work  on  Evi- 
dence, and  this  labor  he  thought  gave  a  great  start  to  his 
powers  of  composition.  Meantime,  for  his  better  self-cultiva- 
tion, he  was  learning  German  with  a  class  of  a  dozen  or  more. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1874]  Autobiography  of  John  Stuart  Mill  611 

who  also,  in  reading  and  conversation,  studied  and  discussed 
Political  Economy,  Logic,  and  Psychology.  In  another  associ- 
ation, his  powers  of  argument  and  oratory  were  cultivated  by 
spoken  debates  on  the  leading  questions  of  the  day. 

So  we  find  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one,  occupying  an  office  which  ensured  a  support  for  life,  and 
in  literary  associations  which  gave  him  ample  scope  for  work- 
ing influence  on  the  world  through  his  pen,  for  the  facile  use 
of  which  his  whole  training  had  given  him  excellent  prepara- 
tion. His  ambition  was  to  be  a  Reformer,  and  everything 
seemed  to  favor  success  in  his  aims. 

But  just  then,  he  was  brought  to  a  strange  crisis.  His  soul 
passed  under  a  dark  cloud.  He  went  on  mechanically  with  his 
ordinary  occupations,  but  gloomy  thoughts  filled  his  mind. 
He  could  find  no  rest  or  satisfaction  in  what  he  was,  or  in 
anything  before  him.  He  thus  describes  his  condition,  in  the 
autumn  of  1826 : 

"  I  was  in  a  dull  state  of  nerves,  such  as  everybody  is  occa- 
sionally liable  to ;  unsusceptible  to  enjoyment  or  pleasurable 
excitement ;  one  of  those  moods  when  what  is  pleasure  at  other 
times  becomes  insipid  or  indifferent ;  the  state,  I  should  think, 
in  which  converts  to  Methodism  usually  are  when  smitten  by 
their  first  'conviction  of  sin.'  In  this  frame  of  mind,  it  oc- 
curred to  me  to  put  the  question  directly  to  myself :  *  Suppose 
that  all  your  objects  in  life  were  realized :  that  all  the  changes 
in  institutions  and  opinions  which  you  are  looking  forward  to, 
could  be  completely  effected  at  this  very  instant :  would  this 
be  a  great  joy  and  happiness  to  you  ?'  And  an  irrepressible 
self  -  consciousness  distinctly  answered  *NoI'  At  this  ray 
heart  sank  within  me :  the  whole  foundation  on  which  my  life 
was  constructed  fell  down.  AU  my  happiness  was  to  have 
been  found  in  the  continual  pursuit  of  this  one  end.  The  end 
had  ceased  to  charm,  and  how  could  there  ever  again  be  any 
interest  in  the  means  ?  I  seemed  to  have  nothing  left  to  live 
for.  .  ...  In  vain  I  sought  relief  from  my  favorite 
books ;  those  memorials  of  past  nobleness  and  greatness  from 
which  I  had  always  hitherto  drawn  strength  and  animation. 
I  read  them  now  without  feeling,  or  with  the  accustomed  feel- 
ing mintts  all  its  charms ;   and  I  became  persuaded  that  my 
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love  of  mankind  and  of  excellence  for  its  own  sake  had  worn 
itself  out" 

In  this  state,  he  had  no  friend  to  whom  he  could  turn  for 
advice.  Instinctively  he  seemed  to  apprehend  that  his  fitther 
could  give  him  no  relief,  for  the  trouble  came  &om  a  defect  in 
his  education  which  had  been  guided  mainly  by  that  father's 
will.  The  susceptibilities  and  sympathies  of  his  nature  which 
had  been  repressed,  almost  crushed,  by  the  severity  of  a  purely 
intellectual  discipline,  were  crying  out  against  the  wrong  done 
them.  We  must  think  he  was  nearer  right  than  he  supposed, 
when  he  compared  his  state  of  mind  to  that  of  one  under  relig- 
ious influences,  feeling  his  way  towards  a  Christian  conversion. 
Pity  that  he  could  not  have  fully  understood  that  God  was 
dealing  with  him  to  bring  him  to  know  Himself  and  '^  Jesus 
Christ  whom  he  had  sent,  whom  to  know  is  life  eternal"  But 
every  avenue  through  which  the  true  light  could  find  entrance 
to  his  soul  seems  to  have  been  shut  So,  for  half  a  year  or 
more,  he  floundered  on,  in  the  depths  of  gloom.  So  great  was 
his  distress  that  he  says,  "  I  frequently  asked  myself  if  1  could, 
or  if  I  was  bound  to  go  on  living  when  life  must  be  passed  in 
this  manner.  I  generally  answered  to  myself  that  I  did  not 
think  I  could  possibly  bear  it  beyond  a  year." 

At  length  a  little  ray  broke  in  upon  his  gloom  fix)m  the 
simple  circumstance  that  as  he  read  in  MarmonteFs  "ife- 
moires "  of  the  sudden  inspiration  which  a  mere  boy,  on  his 
father's  death,  felt  to  be  everything  to  the  distressed  family,  the 
fountains  of  feeling  in  his  own  soul  were  opened;  he  was 
moved  to  tears,  and  that  evidence  that  all  feeling  was  not  dead 
within  him  lifted  the  cloud  slightly,  and  gave  a  new  aspect  to 
the  possibilities  of  his  future.  Shortly  afterwards,  the  power 
of  music,  in  which  one  of  the  imaginative  arts  he  had  always 
found  pleasure,  touched  his  sympathies  anew  as  he  listened  to 
the  melodies  of  Weber's  "Oberon."  Then,  taking  up  Words- 
worth's poems,  he  found  his  soul  soothed  and  charmed  by  his 
simple  expression  of  "  states  of  feeling  and  of  thought  colored 
by  feeling  under  the  excitement  of  beauty."  The  fact  is  the 
man  was  love-sick,  in  the  sense  that  he  was  pining  for  some 
object  to  love.  The  first  step  to  relief  was  to  apprehend  that 
state,  as  he  could  do  through  the  quiet  sentimental  verse  of  the 
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poet  of  nature,  who  tells  how  *'  the  light  of  love  not  failing ''  is 
the  source  of  strength  and  cheerfulness  to  bear  '^  the  burden  of 
existence."  Again  we  cannot  repress  the  wish  that  he  had  seen 
that  "  light  of  love  "  as  it  beams  from  the  cross  of  the  Crucified 
and  kindles  all  the  soul  to  a  kindred  feeling  responsiva  It 
was  a  blessing  to  him  to  get  this  partial  relid^  increased  as  it 
was  by  an  earnest  debate  into  which  he  entered  in  defense  of 
the  merits  of  Wordsworth  as  compared  with  Byron.  The  pro- 
cess of  recovery  was  aided  by  the  contact  into  which  he  was 
brought  with  men  of  some  religious  faith  and  spiritual  aspira- 
tions, such  as  Maurice,  and  Sterling,  and  Coleridga  His  heart, 
in  its  new  experience,  was  drawn  towards  the  men,  even  while 
it  repelled  the  religious  elements  which  made  them  attractive. 
Thus  gradually,  as  the  months  and  years  rolled  on,  he  emerged 
into  enjoyable  life  and  action. 

Mill  himself  names  two  marked  effects  of  this  experience. 
The  first  was  the  conviction  that  while,  accoixling  to  his  old 
philosophy,  happiness  is  the  end  of  life,  this  end  is  to  be 
attained  only  by  not  making  it  the  direct  end.  "  Those  only 
are  happy  who  have  their  minds  fixed  on  the  happiness  of 
others  rather  than  their  own."  The  other  effect  was,  so  to 
speak,  the  revelation  of  the  fact  that  '*  the  internal  culture  of 
the  individual "  must  be  placed  among  the  prime  necessities  of 
human  well-being," — '^  that  the  passive  susceptibilities  need  to 
be  cultivated  as  well  as  the  active  capacities  and  require  to  be 
nourished  and  enriched  as  well  as  guided."  Another  conse- 
quence of  this  crisis,  gradually  unfolded,  was  a  change  in  his 
philosophical  views,  involving  a  considerable  dissent  from  the 
opinions  early  received  from  his  father  and  Bentham,  and  an 
emancipation,  in  part  at  least,  from  the  narrowness  of  a  strict 
interpretation  and  application  of  the  one  fundamental  principle 
of  the  utilitarian  school.     Of  this  change  he  says : 

*'  If  I  am  asked  what  system  of  political  philosophy  I  sub- 
stituted for  that  which,  as  a  philosophy,  I  had  abandoned,  I 
answer,  no  system ;  only  a  conviction  that  the  true  system  was 
something  much  more  complex  and  many-sided  than  I  had 
previously  had  any  idea  of,  and  that  its  office  was  to  supply, 
not  a  set  of  model  institutions,  but  principles  from. which  the 
institutions    suitable   to  any  given  circumstances  might  be 
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deduced"  lu  connection  with  all  this,  a  deep  interest  in  the 
political  movements  and  discussions  on  the  continent,  conse- 
quent on  the  French  revolution  of  1880,  came  in,  with  the  writ- 
ings of  Comte  and  the  socialist  theories  of  Saint  Simon,  to 
qualify  his  Liberalism  and  his  hopes  and  eflForts  for  accomplish- 
ing something  for  the  general  elevation  and  improvement  of 
mankind. 

That  strange  crisis  of  this  strangely  developed  life  ended 
with  the  beginning  of  a  new  association — the  introduction  of  a 
new  influence,  more  effective,  if  we  may  accept  the  author's 
conviction,  than  all  others  on  the  last  forty  years,  and  on  the 
lasting  fruits  of  this  man's  life.  In  1880,  when  in  his  twenty- 
fifth  year.  Mill,  whose  soul  had  been  so  sick,  if  we  read  the 
case  aright,  for  the  want  of  some  object  to  love,  found  an  ob- 
ject towards  which,  for  all  the  rest  of  his  days,  his  affections 
went  out  in  idolatrous  devotion.  It  so  happened  that  she  who 
so  charmed  him  was  the  wife  of  another  man  and  the  inother  of 
children  by  hiuL  But  their  mutaal  affinity  was  strong  enough 
to  overcome  this  barrier.  It  only  qualified  their  mutual  pas- 
sion, repressing,  for  the  time,  the  sensuous  element,  and  bringing 
out  what  comes  nearer  to  that  ideal  Platonic  love,  much  talked 
of,  than  anything  else  we  have  read  of  in  these  modem  days. 
For,  no  doubt,  we  may  believe  Mill's  distinct  statement  that 
during  the  lifetime  of  the  legitimate  husband,  their  personal 
intercourse  was  held  under  due  restraint,  though  passing  many 
hours  of  every  day  in  each  other's  society.  At  the  same  time, 
each  seems  to  have  cherished  a  true  esteem  and  strong  affection 
for  the  man  whom,  according  to  the  current  sentiment  of  Chris- 
tian morality,  they  were  both  so  flagrantly  wronging,  but  who 
submitted  to  the  wrong  without  complaint.  In  this  restriction 
upon  their  otherwise  constant  and  &miliar  intercourse,  how- 
ever, they  simply  deferred  to  the  common  sense  of  propriety  in 
the  community.  For  he  says  explicitly,  neither  the  principles 
inculcated  by  his  father,  nor  his  own  convictions,  nor  the  lady's 
views  of  duty,  would  have  hindered  their  devoting  themselves 
to  each  other,  in  entire  disregard  of  the  previous  marriage  con- 
nection. As  it  was,  this  intimacy  involved  the  breaking  of 
friendship  with  other  women  of  great  worthiness  into  whose 
society  he  had  been  thrown,  and  who  had  shown  him  great 
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kindness.  Those  ladies  jusUj  refused  to  receive,  even  as  their 
friend's  friend,  a  woman  so  lightly  held  by  her  sacred  marriage- 
vows.  The  consequence  was  that  they  were  shut  up  almost 
exclusively  to  each  other  and  to  the  full  force  of  their  mutual 
influence. 

To  the  imagination  of  Mill,  Mrs.  Taylor  is  presented  as  the 
ideal  of  personal  excellence.     He  says : 

**I  soon  perceived  that  she  possessed  in  combination  the 
qualities  which  in  all  other  persons  whom  I  had  known  I  had 
been  only  too  happy  tp  find  singly.  In  her,  complete  emanci- 
pation from  every  kind  of  superstition  (including  that  which 
attributes  a  pretended  perfection  to  the  order  of  nature  and  the 
universe),  and  an  earnest  protest  against  many  things  which  are 
still  part  of  the  established  constitution  of  society,  resulted  not 
from  the  hard  intellect,  but  from  strength  of  noble  and  elevated 
feeling,  and  co-existed  with  a  highly  reverential  nature."   .    . 

*^  Her  intellectual  gifts  did  but  minister  to  a  moral 
character  at  once  the  noblest  and  the  best  balanced  which  I 
have  ever  met  with  in  lifa  Her  unselfishness  was  not  that  of 
a  taught  system  of  duties,  but  of  a  heart  which  thoroughly 
identified  itself  with  the  feelings  of  others,  and  often  went  to 
excess  in  consideration  for  them  by  imaginatively  investing 
their  feelings  with  the  intensity  of  its  own.  The  passion  of 
justice  might  have  been  thought  to  be  her  strongest  feeling, 
but  for  her  boundless  generosity  and  a  lovingness  ever  ready 
to  pour  itself  forth  upon  any  or  all  human  beings  who  were 
capable  of  giving  the  smallest  feeling  in  return.  The  rest  of 
her  moral  characteristics  were  such  as  naturally  accompany 
these  qualities  of  mind  and  heart;  the  most  genuine  modesty 
combined  with  the  loftiest  pride ;  a  simplicity  and  sincerity 
which  were  absolute  towards  all  who  were  fit  to  receive  them : 
the  utmost  scorn  of  whatever  was  mean  and  cowardly,  and  a 
burning  indignation  at  everything  brutal  or  tyrannical,  faith- 
less or  dishonorable  in  conduct  and  character,  while  making 
the  broadest  distinction  between  mala  in  se  and  mere  niala 
prohibita — ^between  acts  giving  evidence  of  intrinsic  badness  in 
feeling  and  character,  and  those  which  are  only  violations  of 
conventions  either  good  or  bad,  violations  which,  whether  in 
themselves  right  or  wrong,  are  capable  of  being  committed  by 
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persons  in  every  other  respect  loveable  or  admirabla"  This 
passage  may  stand  without  comment  both  as  his  fancy-portrait 
of  the  woman  whom  he  loved,  and  as  a  type  of  that  morality 
which  has  no  settled  foundation  in  the  recognition  of  a  supreme 
God. 

Of  this  woman's  influence  on  himself  and  his  subsequent 
labors,  he  says,  "  What  I  owe  even  intellectually  to  her  is  in  its 
detail  almost  infinite."  "Not  only  during  the  years  of  our 
married  life,  but  during  many  of  the  years  of  confidential 
friendship  which  preceded,  all  my  published  writings  were  as 
much  her  work  as  mine ;  her  share  in  them  constantly  increas- 
ing as  years  advanced.  But  in  certain  cases,  what  belongs  to 
her  can  be  distinguished  and  specially  identified.  Over  and 
above  the  general  influence  which  her  mind  had  over  mine, 
the  most  valuable  ideas  and  features  in  these  joint  productions 
— ^those  which  have  been  most  fruitful  of  important  results, 
and  have  contributed  most  to  the  success  and  reputation  of  the 
works  themselves,  originated  with  her,  were  emanations  from 
her  mind,  my  part  in  them  being  no  greater  than  in  any  of 
the  thoughts  which  I  found  in  previous  writers,  and  made  my 
own  only  by  incorporating  them  with  my  own  system  of 
thought."  His  whole  strain  of  enthusiastic  eulogy  of  this 
woman  sounds  like  infatuation,  especially  when  we  read  the 
statement  from  one  competent  to  say  it,  that  "  nobody  else 
among  those  who  knew  her  discovered  in  her  these  lofty  gifts." 
There  is  no  doubt  that  Mill's  mind  was  encouraged  and 
strengthened  by  her  influence  in  a  ^^  skepticism  "  in  matters  of 
morals  and  religion  which,  though  he  terms  it  wise,  we  may 
safely  call  his  greatest  folly.  In  the  autobiography,  we  have 
detailed  accounts  of  the  manner  in  which  those  works  which 
have  given  him  his  chief  distinction  were  conceiv^  matured, 
and  published  to  the  world.  But  we  will  not  follow  the  nar- 
rative through  those  details  nor  stop  here  to  criticise  their 
merits  or  their  influence. 

Mr.  Taylor  died  in  July,  1849 ;  and  in  the  year  1851,  after 
twenty  years  of  the  strange  intimacy  already  referred  to,  that 
which  Mill  calls  the  "  most  valuable  friendship  of  his  life  "  was 
consummated  by  a  formal  marriage,  and  so,  he  says,  "was 
added  to  the  partnership  of  thought,  feeling,  and  writing  which 
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had  long  existed,  a  partnership  of  our  entire  existence."  For 
seven  and  a  half  years  they  were  spared  to  each  other,  and 
after  her  death,  near  Avignon,  he  fixed  his  residence  near  her 
grave,  where,  with  her  eldest  daughter,  he  cherished  her 
memory  as  ^'  a  religion  "  and  endeavored  still  to  r^nlate  his 
life  with  supreme  regard  to  her  approbation. 

To  complete  the  outline  sketch  of  this  life,  we  need  only 
notice  the  facts  that^  on  the  dissolution  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany in  1866,  Mill  retired  from  the  office  he  had  so  long  held 
and  occupied  himself  altogether  with  his  literary  labors  till 
1865,  when  he  was  returned  to  Parliament  His  career  in  that 
body  was  not  particularly  marked.  It  seems  to  have  disap- 
pointed his  constituents.  He  showed  some  independence  in 
action,  but  had  not  much  influence.  He  says  of  himself,  **  The 
most  important,  perhaps  the  only  really  important  public  ser* 
vice  I  performed  in  the  capacity  of  a  member  of  Parliament, 
was  the  motion  to  amend  the  reform  bUl  so  as  to  admit  women 
to  the  suffrage."  This  measure  was  rejected,  and  in  the  subse- 
quent new  election  he  also  was  rejected,  his  extreme  views  on 
that  and  other  subjects  having  intensified  the  opposition  of  the 
Conservative  party  and  weakened  the  enthusiasm  of  the 
Liberals  towards  him.  Here  the  autobiography  closes  with  the 
statement)  '^  I  returned  to  my  old  pursuits  and  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  a  country  life  in  the  south  of  Europe,  alternating 
twice  a  year  with  a  residence  of  some  few  weeks  or  months  in 
the  neighborhood  of  London,"  and  a  brief  notice  of  the  miscel- 
laneous literary  work  to  which  he  devoted  his  leisura 

We  do  not  propose  to  speak  at  length  of  the  merits  of  the 
man  and  his  works,  nor  to  estimate  the  measure  of  infiuence 
which  has  proceeded  or  may  yet  proceed  from  the  life  thus 
sketched  It  was  evidently  a  life  of  wonderful  mental  activity, 
through  the  whole  period  of  which  a  strong  and  highly  culti- 
vated intellect  was  tasked  to  give  to  the  world  its  best  thoughts 
on  the  philosophy  and  the  practical  problems  of  man's  social 
state.  But,  as  evidentiy,  there  was  wanting  all  along  the 
balance  of  sound  judgment  and  the  nerve  of  established  prin- 
ciple which  are  essential  elements  of  that  influence  which  is 
abiding  and  controlling  for  best  results  in  the  world's  progress. 
As  his  own  mind,  warped  off  from  the  old  foundations  of 
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knowledge  and  belief^  found  no  stable  resting-place,  so  tbe  first 
and  chief  effect  of  his  writings  is  to  unsettle  the  existing  foun- 
dations of  human  society  without  furnishing  any  new  and 
reliable  supports.  This  autobiography  seems  to  come  in  as  a 
timely  safeguard  against  the  worst  mischief  of  many  of  his 
other  books,  because  it  reveals  so  clearly  the  purely  destruc- 
tive tendency  of  his  theories  of  reform. 

We  may  fitly  linger  a  moment  and  gather  up  the  lessons  of 
the  book  as  they  appear  in  connection  with  the  three  reasons 
named  by  the  author  for  preparing  it 

1.  The  course  of  education  presented  was  "  unusual  and  re- 
markable^^ as  respects  its  early  beginning, — ^its  authoritatiye 
direction  by  the  single  mind  and  will  of  a  stem  father, — its 
wide  range  and  the  intense  pressure  under  which  it  was  carried 
on, — ^the  prominence  given  to  the  study  of  language  and  the 
methods  by  which  that  study  was  advanced, — ^the  special  effort 
made  to  develop  the  pupil's  power  of  thought  and  expression 
by  conversation  and  discussion  with  the  teacher  on  the  topics 
of  study  and  reading, — the  seclusion  of  the  boy  from  the 
ordinary  associations  and  sports  of  boyhood, — the  utter  omis- 
sion of  all  culture  of  the  affections,  and  the  rigorous  exclusion 
of  all  religious  truth  and  practice,  or  rather  the  positive  and 
persistent  inculcation  of  ideas  adverse  to  all  fedth  and  godliness. 
The  most  remarkable  thing  of  all  is  that  such  a  process  could 
be  carried  through  and  that  it  should  prove  successful.  For 
it  must  be  acknowledged  a  succesSj  so  far  as  realizing  the 
aim  of  him  who  planned  and  guided  it  is  concerned.  Rarely 
is  it  the  privilege  of  a  teacher  to  see  his  desire  so  fully  accom- 
plished. There  is,  however,  little  reason  to  expect  or  appre- 
hend that  the  example,  as  a  whole,  will  be  often  imitated.  It 
stands  before  us  in  this  presentation,  self-condemned.  For 
some  reason,  the  father  never  repeated  the  experiment  with 
another  of  his  children.  Scarcely  one  child  in  five  hundred 
could  be  found  with  physical  and  mental  constitution  capable 
of  enduring  the  process.  The  details  of  the  process  shock  our 
common  sense  of  what  is  right  and  wise  and  good,  so  that  a 
father  willing  thus  to  deal  with  a  son  whom  he  loved  will  yet 
more  rarely  appear.  And  not  more  than  once  in  a  generation 
could  it  happen  that  father  and  son  should  be  thrown  together 
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with  the  mutaal  adaptation  esseDtial  to  the  carrying  out  of  such 
a  course  of  education. 

At  the  same  time,  the  example,  forbidding  though  it  be  as  a 
whole,  is  suggestive  of  some  considerations  that  seem  timely 
and  valuable.  It  encourages  intelligent  parents  to  take  the 
education  of  their  children,  in  its  first  stages  at  least,  into  their 
own  hands  more  than  is  ordinarily  done,  and  to  begin  some 
intellectual  exercise  early.  The  tendency  to  a  contrary  course 
of  action,  especially  in  our  country,  has  run  to  an  extreme  that 
needs  correction.  It  suggests  the  importance  and  value  of 
authoritative  requirement  in  order  to  secure  the  thorough  and 
effective  discipline  of  young  minds.  We  see  a  tendency  grow- 
ing in  certain  quarters  to  depend  too  much  on  '*  the  persuasion 
of  sofl  words,''  rather  than  the  prescription  of  authority,  and  to 
leave  the  pupil  to  apply  his  mind  to  what  best  pleases  himself, 
rather  than  to  what,  in  the  judgment  of  wisdom,  will  be  for  his 
best  good.  It  suggests  also  the  advantage  of  occupying  the 
mind  of  a  child  early  with  the  study  of  some  language  not  its 
own,  and  by  methods  more  simple  than  the  rules  and  formulas 
of  abstract  grammar.  Words  and  sounds  and  idioms  of  speech 
may  be  most  happily  mastered  before  the  mind  attains  maturity 
sufBcient  for  their  accurate  analysis.  And  especially  does  this 
example  indicate  the  great  value  of  that  which  Mill  terms  "  the 
cardinal  point  in  his  training," — the  effort  of  his  father  to  make 
his  education  more  than  mere  ^^cram"  by  requiring  him  to 
master  for  himself  and  to  express  as  his  own  what  he  learned 
and  read.  No  one  knows  that  he  knows  a  thing  till  he  can  tell 
it,  and  in  this  view  those  talks  as  they  walked  are  worthy  of 
frequent  imitation.  Though  these  things  appear  in  Mill's  case 
to  have  been  pressed  to  a  violent  extreme,  they  are  neverthe- 
less hints  worthy  of  special  notice  and  capable  of  being  used 
to  real  profit 

Then,  by  the  glaring  mistakes  of  this  education,  we  are  in- 
structed. For  a  full  knowledge  of  mankind  and  their  wants — 
for  power  to  sway  men  and  reform  society,  the  training  of  the 
boy  must  be  in  contact  with  boys,  the  ripening  of  the  man  in 
contact  with  men  of  more  than  one  type.  Only  so  can  the 
ability  be  acquired  of  harmonizing  the  theoretical  and  the 
practical  in  well-balanced  judgments.     Furthermore,  for  the 
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symmetrical  development  of  the  indiyidual,  the  culture  of  the 
intellect  and  the  culture  of  the  feelings  must  advance  together, 
that  they  may  reciprocally  warm  and  regulate  each  other. 
And  finally,  the  success  of  this  father  in  impressing  his  son 
with  his  own  convictions  and  feelings  respecting  religion,  and 
the  sad  consequences  of  that  success,  may  well  confirm  our  &ith 
in  the  necessity  and  the  efficiency  of  a  genuine  Christian  nur- 
ture, that  some  positive  religious  elements  may  flow  into  and 
qualify  the  whole  course  of  education  from  its  earliest  ban- 
ning. So,  only  so,  will  the  God  of  our  religious  fiiith  be  appre- 
hended in  his  true  relation  to  all  science,  all  history,  and  the 
enduring  well  being  of  mankind,  and  the  intellect  reach  its 
legitimate  climax  of  strength  and  glory,  when  pervaded  and 
ruled  by  the  sweetness  and  power  of  love  supreme  to  Him  who 
is  Most  High  and  Most  Holy. 

2.  From  noting,  as  we  have  endeavored  fairly  to  do,  the 
successive  phases  of  this  mind,  as  it  pressed  forward  in  an  age 
of  transition  in  opinions,  we  learn,  first,  how  the  progr^sive 
advance  of  such  a  mind  may  be  determined  for  it,  as  by  a  fixed 
law  of  momentum,  through  the  direction  given  by  the  first 
force  impressed ;  and  second,  how  easily  such  an  one  may 
come  under  the  self-deception  of  thinking  that  he  is  dealing 
fairly  with  all  questions  and  forming  opinions  candidly,  as  in  a 
pure  white  light,  while  he  is  really  taking  a  one-sided  view  of 
everything,  by  a  light  that  comes  through  a  medium  which 
excludes  all  colors  but  one.  Mill's  mind  never  really  broke 
from  the  leading-strings  of  his  father's  early  influence.  The 
other  forces  which  were  permitted  to  act  upon  it  come  in  only 
as  accelerating  forces  to  hasten  its  progress  in  the  line  on  which 
it  was  started.  This  seems  to  us  the  great  &ult  and  faOure  of 
that  education  of  which  we  have  just  spoken.  It  did  not  so 
draw  out  the  soul  as  to  give  it  full  freedom  for  the  exercise  of 
all  its  capacities.  It  did  not  launch  the  soul  into  the  pure  air 
of  heaven  for  a  lofty  flight  on  balanced  wing  under  the  finee 
impulse  of  its  own  noblest  instincts  and  the  attractions  of 
grandest  objects  distinctly  apprehended,  in  a  wide  world,  all 
open  to  its  gaze.  This  was  an  active  soul,  shut  into  a  con- 
tracted sphere, — really  in  bondage,  while  glorying  in  its  liberal- 
ism.    And  does  not  the  same  thing  characterize  much  of  the 
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boastful  progressK>f  self-styled  ^^Uberals  generally."  "If  the 
truth,"  the  whole  truth,  "  shall  make  you  free,  theu  are  ye  free 
indeed" 

8.  To  some  it  may  seem  a  mere  affectation  of  modesty  in  Mill 
to  make  formal  acknowledgment  of  his  obligation  to  other 
persons  for  the  intellectual  and  moral  development  on  which 
he  so  evidently  prided  himselL  We  are  inclined  to  regard  it 
rather  as  the  prompting  of  an  ingenuous  souV  who^  with  a  high 
estimate  of  what  he  had  grown  to,  was  .conscious  of  having 
been  much  aided  by  the  influence  of  others,  and  felt  in  honor 
bound  gratefully  to  indicate  the  sources  of  that  influence. 
Through  all  his  life,  it  appears  plainly  that  he  was,  more  than 
most  persons,  susceptible  to  impression  from  other  minds.  He 
was  not  an  original  thinker.  His  chief  distinction  was  the 
ability  to  give  fresh,  clear,  and  forcible  expression  to  ideas 
which,  with  quick  perception,  he  had  received  and  made  his 
own  by  absorption.  It  is  creditable  to  him  that  he  understood 
himself  so  well  and  waa  so  frank  as  to  avow  his  indebtedness. 

In  this  recognition  were  included,  no  doubt,  Mr.  Bentham 
and  his  disciples  and  others  with  whom  Mill  was  associated  in 
the  years  of  his  greatest  activity  in  his  intellectual  progr^^a. 
But  chiefly,  the  tribute  belongs  to  the  father,  whose  authority 
was  supreme  and  unresisted  in  the  first  stages  of  his  life,  and  to 
the  wife,  whose  spell  was  like  the  witchery  of  magnetism  over 
all  his  later  years,  to  life's  end  Honorable  as  this  tribute  was 
in  its  motive,  and  just  as  it  was  in  its  recognition  of  real  merit, 
yet  to  the  sober  judgment  of  common  people  the  expression  of 
it  seems  excessive  towards  both  persons.  The  abject  submis- 
sion of  the  youth  to  the  absolute,  sometimes  unreasonable  exer- 
cise of  parental  authority,  goes  beyond  the  requirement  of  the 
fifth  commandment ;  and  in  later  years,  the  language  of  defer- 
ence and  admiration  for  that  father's  judgment  is  such  as  men 
are  wont  to  use  towards  one  whom  they  conceive  of  as  a 
superior  being,  endowed  with  wisdom  infallible ;  nor  could  any 
worshiper  of  Astarte,  or  Venus,  or  the  Holy  Virgin,  express  his 
adoration  in  higher  strains  of  eulogy  and  devotion,  than  we 
find  here  employed  respecting  the  woman  who  became  the  idol 
of  this  man's  affections.  Indeed,  it  does  seem  that  the  religious 
instinct,  in  this  case,  suppressed  towards  its  legitimate  object, 

VOL.   XXXIIL  41 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


622  AtUobiogruphy  of  John  Stuart  MitL  [Oct, 

cpuld  not  be  stifled,  but  burst  forth  in  this  direction  because  it 
had  no  other  range  on  which  to  exeroise  itselE  The  venera- 
tion which  was  meant  to  flow  towards  God,  the  Sovereign  Lord 
and  authoritative  guide  of  our  life,  was  turned  aside  to  spend 
itself  on  a  human  father.  The  love  which  a  divine  Saviour,  in 
self-sacrificing  devotion,  came  to  engage  and  fill  forever,  shut 
off  from  this  its  true  object,  was  forced,  in  a  &lse  apotheosis  of  a 
frail  mortal,  to  fitone  an  object  for  itself  and  find  such  satisfac- 
tion  as  it  might  in  the  ephemeral  illusion,  fondly  cherished  for 
its  day. 

It  is  the  almost  universal  experience  that  the  perusal  of  this 
book  fills  the  reader's  soul  with  sadness.  Traced  to  its  source, 
this  sadness  is  found  to  proceed  from  the  simple  fact  that  it  is 
the  truthful  story  of  one  who  lived  "  having  no  hope  and  with- 
out Gkxi  in  the  world."  And  the  saddest  thing  of  all  is  the 
last,  where,  under  his  bereavement,  the  poor  man  is  shut  up  in 
his  extremity,  to  make  a  ^'  rdigion  "  of  watching  the  grave  and 
cherishing  the  memory  and  fimcying  the  approbation  of  her 
whom  he  had  buried  out  of  his  sight,  with  no  believing 
thought  or  hopeful  anticipation  of  anything  for  her  or  for  him- 
self beyond  the  decay  and  dust  of  that  narrow  house  of  the 
dead. 
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Abhclb  a— gott  utjd  die  natur 

Oott  und  die  Nattir,  von  Prof.  TJlbici,  o  Prof,  der  Philosophic  an 
der  Universitat  Halle.  Zweite  Auflaga  Leipzig.  WeigeL 
1866. 

The  works  of  Pro£  Ulrici  stand  in  the  front  rank  of  the 
various  reconstructive  attempts  which  have  been  made  in  Ger- 
many since  the  breaking  up  of  the  great  philosophical  schools. 
Apart  from  its  intrinsic  merit,  the  work  in  hand  is  interesting 
as  showing  that  German  thought  has  entered  upon  a  new  and 
more  healthy  direction;  and  one  which,  we  may  hope,  will 
result  in  at  least  some  relief  from  the  materialistic  gloom  which 
has  followed  like  an  avenger  upon  the  previous  idealistic  glow. 

The  attempt,  to  make  the  absolute  the  first  principle,  the  be- 
ginning of  knowledge,  was  common  to  all  the  later  theorizing. 
Spinning  with  the  notion  of  the  absolute,  the  problem  of 
philosophy  was  to  trace  its  necessary  development  into  its  rela- 
tive manifestations.  Nothing  short  of  an  a  priori  construction 
of  God  and  the  world  was  to  be  thought  ol  To  pay  any  atten- 
tion to  facts  was  treason  to  philosophy ;  to  insist  that  philoso- 
phy should  be  based  on  facts  was  to  degrade  the  Bird  of  Jove 
into  a  barnyard  fowl,  and  yoke  Pegasus  to  a  plow.  With  Schell- 
ing,  the  absolute  was  the  pure  identity  of  subject  and  object, 
the  absolute  indifference  of  oppositesL  It  was  neither  subject 
nor  object,  mind  nor  matter,  ideal  nor  real,  but  it  was  all  these 
at  once.  The  task  of  Schelling's  philosophy  was  to  show  how 
this  pure  indifference,  which  was  at  once  everything  and  noth- 
ing, must  develop  itself  into  the  polarities  of  the  actual  world. 

Hegel  and  his  followers  conceived  the  problem  in  essentially 
the  same  way.  They  were  even  more  superior  to  facta  than 
Schelling ;  while  they  took  logic  itself  by  the  horns  and  an- 
nounced the  identity  of  contradictories  as  the  first  principle  of 
philosophy.  With  Hegel  all  development  is  but  the  unfolding 
of  the  absolute  idea  according  to  the  eternal  laws  of  logic. 
This  climbs  through  conquered  contradictions  from  point  to 
point,  ever  uniting  opposites  in  a  higher  unity  in  its  upward 
movement,  until  at  last  it  emerges  into  self-consciousness.    That. 
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■which  began  as  pure  unconscious  thought  returns  into  itself; 
the  absolute  finds  itself  again ;  and  the  circle  is  complete. 

To  give  no  further  examples :  the  first  fault  of  all  this  abso- 
lutist theorizing  was  that  the  absolute,  as  these  and  kindred 
speculators  conceived  it,  is  merely  a  subjective  notion,  which 
corresponds  to  no  objective  &ct  whatever.  If  we  are  to  b^n 
philosophy  and  science  with  the  absolute,  then,  inasmuch  as 
the  absolute  is  given  only  in  thought  and  never  in  peroeption, 
there  must  be  first  of  all  a  strong,  cogent  proof  that  the  sub- 
jective notion  corresponds  to  objective  reality.  This  proof  fail- 
ing, the  whole  argument  floats  in  the  air,  and  concerns  itself 
with  fancies  instead  of  facts.  But  in  order  to  give  this  proof 
it  next  becomes  necessary  to  inquire  into  the  validity  of  the 
laws  of  thought  upon  which  the  affirmation  of  the  absolute 
depends.  The  absolute  is  no  feet  of  experience;  the  affirma- 
tion of  it  rests  entirely  upon  certain  subjective  needs.  The 
mind  declares  that  there  must  be  more  than  we  see  and 
hear ;  that  besides  the  waves  of  phenomena,  there  mtist  be  an 
abiding  deep  of  being  below ;  that  besides  the  finite  and  condi- 
tioned objects  of  experience,  there  must  be  something  uncon- 
ditioned and  eternal.  But  are  we  justified  in  attributing  objec- 
tive validity  to  these  notions?  This  is,  indeed,  the  great 
question  of  philosophy ;  the  one  which  sceptics  have  thrust 
upon  the  thinker^s  attention  from  the  beginning ;  and  the  one 
which  Kant  answered  with  a  tremendous  No.  Before  the  abso- 
lutist can  b^n  his  theorizing  at  all,  he  must  first  rout  and 
silence  the  sceptics,  and  reverse  the  decision  which  Kant  based 
upon  an  analjrsis  of  reason  itself. 

The  second  fault  is  that  thought  fells  into  insoluble  contra- 
dictions in  attempting  to  represent  such  a  development  Not 
to  notice  the  contradiction  in  the  notion  of  a  necessary  develop- 
ment of  the  absolute,  these  speculators  never  succeeded  in 
completing  the  evolution  without  cutting  the  ground  from  un- 
der their  feet  If  we  assume,  with  Schelling,  that  the  absolute 
is  the  pure  indifference  of  opposites,  it  becomes  utterly  incon- 
ceivable that  it  should  not  remain  pure  indifference  forever. 
Schelling  felt  this,  and  attempted  to  smuggle  a  principle  of 
differentiation  into  the  absolute  to  set  the  evolution  a-going. 
Accordingly  he  assumes  an  obscure  duality  in  the  absolute,  a 
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dark  nature^groand,  which  by  some  unexplained  accident  fell 
out  into  reality  and  produced  the  antitheses  of  God  and  world, 
mind  and  matter,  ideal  and  real,  &c.  To  spend  no  time  in 
inquiring  into  the  thinkability  of  such  a  process,  or  into  Schell- 
ing's  sources  of  information  on  this  interesting  point,  it  is  suffi- 
cient to  remark  that  by  the  introduction  into  the  absolute  of 
this  dark  nature-ground,  of  these  blind  polarities,  the  assumed 
identity  and  indifference  of  the  same  is  destroyed.  The  original 
dualism  remains  unconquered,  and  the  system  stands  in  contra- 
diction with  itself 

We  succeed  no  better  i^  with  Hegel,  we  conceive  the  absolute 
as  pure  thought  We  lack  proof|  first,  that  there  is  any  abso- 
lute thought  or  idea ;  second,  that  such  idea,  if  it  exist,  can  be 
conceived  as  existing  apart  from  an  absolute  thinker ;  third, 
that  such  thought  can  develop  into  concrete  being.  It  is  not 
at  all  easy  to  conceive  of  notions  floating  about  without  belong- 
ing to  any  one  in  particular,  and  which  thua  take  to  realizing 
themselves.  The  entire  system  lacks  thC' moment  of  inertia  or 
resistance.  It  is  simply  so  pliant  and  various  as  to  include  all 
views,  from  the  loftiest  idealism  to  the  atheism  of  Feuerbach 
and  the  materialism  of  Strauss.  Voices  are  heard  and  sounds 
as  of  great  deeds;  but  in  this  caae  ignorance  is  surely  the 
mother  of  devotion. 

For  these  reasons  we  must  agree  with  the  author  in  reject^ 
ing  the  theorisings  of  the  absolutists  as  ^'  words,  words,  words.'' 
On  this  road  no  advance  can  ever  be  won.  It  b^ns  and  ends 
alike  in  the  land  of  dreams  and  fancies,  and  impenetrable  fogs. 
The  author's  conception  of  the  problem  of  philosophy  reverses 
completely  the  direction  of  this  speculation.  The  knower  is. 
the  first  element  in  knowledge.  The  knowing  mind  is  the 
constant  factor  which  enters  into  every  equation  of  science. 
Belief,  doubt,  denial,  all  are  subject  to  the  laws  of  thought 
Escape  from  them  is  impossible.  Sceptic  as  well  as  dogmatist: 
is  forced  to  yield  obedience.  But  are  these  laws  trustworthy? 
If  not,  then  there  is  an  end  to  aU  philosophy  and  science. 
This  question  must  be  preliminary  to  all  discussion.  This, 
question  the  author  discusses  in  his  Syskm  der  Logik.  (See  New 
ijnglander^  July,  1874.)  Granting  that  these  laws  are  valid, 
what  is  the  test  of  knowledge  ?     A  thought-necessity  is  the 
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only  valid  test  Whatever  we  cannot  help  admitting  mnst  be 
admitted  ;  and  nothing  else  can  lay  claim  to  reality.  But  in 
the  first  instance  all  knowledge  is  self-knowledge ;  it  arranges 
itself  around  the  knowing  mind  as  its  major  axis ;  and  we  are 
to  assume  the  existence  of  nothing  else,  unless  we  are  compelled. 
But  by  the  laws  of  thought  we  are  forced  to  recognize  an  outer 
world.  The  mind  finds  a  manifold  of  objects  standing  over 
against  itself  Escape  them  it  cannot ;  the  admission  of  their 
reality  is  unavoidable.  Unless  compelled  to  go  fiirther,  we 
must  stop  here.  Analysis  and  reflection  may  force  us  to  make 
further  assumptions,  but,  whatever  they  may  be  they  must  be 
only  such  as  the  facts  force  upon  us.  Immediately,  we  know 
nothing  of  absolute,  infinite,  unconditioned,  &c. ;  and  the  ob- 
jectivity of  these  notions  must  in  no  wise  be  afSrmed  unless  a 
necessity  of  thought  compel  us  to  d6  so.  The  contact,  too,  of 
these  notions  cannot  be  determined  beforehand,  but  must 
depend  entirely  upon  our  internal  and  external  experienocL 
How  we  shall  conceive  the  absolute — ^what  qualities  we  shall 
ascribe  to  it,  are  questions  which  no  a  priori  speculation  has 
any  means  of  answering.  This,  then,  is  the  course  of  know- 
ledga  We  begin  with  experience,  external  and  internal. 
Analysis  and  reflection  reveal  that  we  cannot  stop  with  them 
but  must  proceed  to  certain  assumptions  concerning  their  cause 
and  ground.  By  the  necessities  of  thought  we  pass  from  the 
facts  of  experience  to  the  metaphysical  notions  of  cause,  abso- 
lute, &c.  Hence  the  absolute  can  never  be  the  beginning  of 
knowledge,  but  is  rather  the  end  of  investigation.  We  can 
pass  from  the  conditioned  to  the  unconditioned,  but  the  reverse 
process  is  forever  impossible.  However  light  we  may  build, 
the  foundations  must  be  laid  in  the  solid  earth. 

It  is  a  wide-spread  thought  of  many  that  science  has  laid  such 
successful  siege  to  all  Theistic  strongholds,  that  a  surrender  at 
discretion  is  only  a  question  of  tima  Science  is  mentioned  in 
certain  quarters  as  a  young  Hercules  who  has  already  strangled 
an  unlimited  number  of  theological  snakes,  and  who  will,  as 
soon  as  be  gets  out  of  his  cradle,  proceed  to  cleanse  the  human 
mind  from  the  worse  than  Augean  filth  which  the  superstition 
of  ages  has  allowed  to  fester  there.  Or  it  is  a  glacier,  descend- 
ing with  irresistible  force  upon  the  valleys  where  faith  has 
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nourished  its  high  and  tender  dreams,  and  will  by  its  frosts 
strike  a  speedy  and  £Ettal  chill  to  the  heart  of  all  that  the  soul 
has  cherished.  Now  if  it  be  indeed  true,  there  is  nothing  to  be 
gained  by  shutting  our  eyes  to  the  danger.  Denunciation  is 
not  argument;  and  terror  is  powerless  with  law.  The  only 
way  out  of  the  present  trouble  is  to  listen  calmly  and  critically 
to  the  last  and  worst  wcrd  that  science  can  utter,  and  see  if  the 
&cts  warrant  the  prophecies.  This  is  the  road  upon  which  the 
author  has  entered.  Furnished  with  the  philosophical  princi- 
ples we  have  noticed,  he  proposes  to  discuss  scientific  theories 
in  the  light  of  scientific  facta  It  must  be  observed  that  a 
large  part  of  science  is  not  &ct,  but  theory.  For  example,  the 
law  of  multiple  proportions  and  constant  equivalents  is  a  fact 
of  chemistry,  and  one  which  plays  a  most  important  and  bene* 
ficent  roll  in  nature.  To  explain  this  fact,  Dalton  revived  the 
atomic  theory  of  Democritus,  and  later  scientists  have  very 
generally  accepted  it  But  the  atomic  theory  is  far  enough 
from  being  a  fact  of  observation ;  it  is  simply  a  supposition 
which  science  makes  in  order  to  form  some  &int  kind  of  notion 
of  the  internal  nature  of  matter  upon  which  the  law  of  multiple 
proportions  dependa  Certain  phenomena  of  light  and  heat 
are  observed,  and  for  their  explanation  a  peculiar  aether  is 
postulated;  here  again  we  have  a  supposition  made  only  to 
enable  the  mind  to  form  some  kind  of  conception  of  the  under- 
lying activity  in  these  phenomena.  Again,  various  resem- 
blances are  noticed  among  the  several  members  of  the  animal 
kingdom,  and  science  sets  itself  to  account  for  them.  One 
school  explains  them  by  a  plan  common  to  all;  another  by 
assuming  a  common  origin.  Neither  view  claims  to  be  an 
observed  fact;  both  are  hypotheses  which  explain  the  facts 
more  or  less  indifierently.  ^Phus  it  becomes  plain  that  there  is 
a  vast  amount  of  intellectual  scaffolding  in  science,  and  it  is 
precisely  in  this  part  of  science  that  its  danger  lies.  Tbat 
which  is  really  a  makeshift  of  the  mind,  in  order  to  form  some 
conception  of  the  antecedents  of  phenomena,  is  forthwith  inter- 
preted into  a  &ct  of  nature,  and  sundry  mischievous  doctrines 
are  built  upon  it  At  all  events,  we  are  justified  in  insisting 
that  the  theories  thus  introduced  should  be  thinkable.  If  they 
involve   unthinkable   conceptions,    then    the    explanation    is 
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through  the  unknown,  which  leaves  us  bo  wiser  than  before. 
We  are  also  justified  in  demanding  that  the  theories,  if  admitted, 
explain  the  facts ;  because  if  theories  are  invented  to  explain 
the  facts  and  then  fail  to  give  any  tenable  account  of  them, 
they  are  of  no  very  striking  servica  So  in  the  light  of  scien- 
tific facts  we  have,  first,  to  undertake  a  criticism  of  scientific 
theories ;  and  second,  fo  inquire  whether  these  theories  them* 
Selves  do  not  postulate  something  beyond  and  above  them. 
"  It  will  surprilse  no  one  acquainted  with  scientific  literature 
to  learn  that  the  author  finds  the  metaphysics  of  physics  fear- 
fully out  of  joint  Thus,  matter  and  force  are  the  first  words 
in  the  scientific  catechism.  They  alone  were  in  the  beginning, 
arid  they  alone  created  the  heavens  and  the  earth.  Such  is  the 
view,  not  indeed  of  our  best  scientists,  but  of  many  who  claim 
the  name.  But  what  is  matter,  and  what  is  force,  and  what  are 
their  relations  to  one  another?  Surely,  it  is  not  unreasonable 
to  insist  upon  having  something  more  than  a  nominal  definition 
of  these  important  notiona  At  all  events,  if  science  is  unable 
to  tell  what  it  means  by  matter  and  force,  how  can  it  assert 
that  mind  and  spirit  are  not  the  realities  of  creation ;  that  phe- 
nomena are  not  the  realization  of  the  abiding  thought  under- 
neath ?  It  must  be  confessed  that  very  many  of  our  scientists 
seem  never  to  have  reflected  upon  these  questions,  and  those 
who  have,  have  not  met  with  any  striking  success.  According 
to  Helmholtz,  matter  is  something  resting  and  inactive.  It  has 
no  qualitative  differences  whatever,  fbr  these  belong  to  its 
inherent  forces.  {ErhaUung  der  Krafiy  s.  8  f.)  But  how  the 
absolutely  inactive  could  accomplish  anjrthing  to  speak  of,  is 
not  easily  made  out  To  help  us  out  of  this  trouble,  matter 
is  endowed  with  certain  unchangeable  forces,  but  we  experience 
little  reliei  It  is  possible  to  conceive  of  inactive  matter  as 
moved  by  external  forces;  but  how  the  inactive  can  at  the 
same  time  possess  these  forces,  that  is,  how  the  inactive  can  be 
at  the  same  time  the  active,  certainly  is  visible  only  to  those 
gifted  with  at  least  second  sight  According  to  this  view, 
matter  is  at  once  the  utterly  inactive  and  the  possessor  of  all 
kinds  of  activity — which- is  simply  a  conjunction  of  contradic- 
tions, a  logical  chimera.  But  if  the  forces  which  move  matter 
are  not  inherent  in  it,  and  if  we  adopt  this  view  of  matter,  they 
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oanDot  be  inherent ;  then,  since  scientists  einphatieallj  declare 
that  no  force  can  exist  apart  from  substance,  we  must  assume, 
alongside  of  matter,  an  immaterial  substance  and  power  to 
account  for  material  phenomena.  One  may  take,  whichever 
horn  best  suits  him,  but  either  will  prove  disastrous.  Briicke 
solves  the  problem  by  declaring  that  the  notion  of  force  rests 
upon  a  mental  impotence.  It  may  be,  but  surely  science  cuts 
a  rather  sorry  figure  in  trying  to  create  the  world  with  mental 
impotences.  It  is  extremely  questionable  whether  a  mental 
impotency  would  have  any  great  influence  with  a  flying  planet. 
Lotee  shows  with  great  acuteness  the  untenability  of  the  cur-> 
rent  notions  of  constant  inherent  forces,  but  is  hardly  as  suc- 
cessful in  attempting  a  substitute.  The  forces  of  matter  vary 
with  conditions.  Carbon  and  oxygen,  or  oxygen  and  hydrogen, 
have  no  afBinity  for  each  other  at  low  temperatures ;  but  when 
raised  to  red  heat  they  combine.  Now,  a  force  which  thus 
comes  and  goes  cannot  be  viewed  as  a  constant  force  inhering 
in  the  atoms.  According  to  Lotze,  we  must  view  it  much  more 
as  depending  on  the  relations  which  things  bear  to  one  another. 
Forces  depend  upon  conditions  for  their  activity.  But  we  fall 
into  difficulty  at  once  in  attempting  to  think  out  this  solution, 
for  conditions  and  relations,  in  order  to  have  any  effect,  must 
themselves  be  forces ;  and  the  old  riddle  comes  back  unsolved. 
Force  cannot  be  conceived  of  as  adhering  in  a  condition,  for  a 
condition  is  a  mode,  not  a  thing.  Here  again  we  can  take  our 
choice :  we  can  put  the  forces  back  into  the  things,  which  Lotze 
repudiates,  or  we  can  leave  them  floating  free  as  conditions, 
which,  though  able  to  accomplish  many  things,  are  then^selves 
simply  nothing.  {Mihrckosmus^  i,  40  £)  Du  Boie  Beymond 
apparently  grows  vexed  at  the  troublesome  question,  and 
expresses  his  opinion  as  follows:  ^* Force  is  nothing  but  a 
covert  product  of  the  irresistible  tendency  to  personification 
which  is  stamped  into  us.  It  is,  as  it  were,  a  rhetorical  artifice 
of  the  brain,  which  seeks  for  metaphor  because  clear  notions 
are  wanting.  In  the  ideas  of  matter  and  force  we  see  returning 
the  same  dualism  which  expresses  itself  in  the  notion  of  God 
and  the  world,  soul  and  body.  It  is  the  same  need,  only 
refined,  which  once  drove  men  to  people  bush  and  fountain, 
rock,  air,  and  sea,  with  creations  of  the  imagination.     What  is 
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won  when  we  say  that  the  approach  of  two  particles  depends 
upon  their  mutual  attraction  ?  Not  the  shadow  of  an  insight 
inso  the  nature  of  the  antecedents."  {Untersuchungen  uber 
ihierische  Electricttdiy  s.  40.)  This  is  pure  positivism.  We 
know  the  iact  and  nothing  more.  This  is  to  give  up  all  attempts 
at  explanation,  to  rout  gravitation,  chemical  affinity,  and  all 
the  other  forces  as  mental  imposters,  and  to  content  ourselves 
with  a  lifeless  registration  of  orders  of  co-existence  and  suc- 
cession. This  is  an  intelligible  position,  but,  unfortunately,  it 
cannot  be  maintained.  Comte,  although  he  was  constantly  upon 
the  war-path  against  the  metaphysicians,  'did  not  scruple  to 
deliver  himself  of  some  very  bad  metaphysics ;  and  Du  Bois 
Reymoud  also,  apparently,  finds  the  "  rhetorical  artifice "  too 
strong  for  him.  Thus  he  insists  that  "  Natuml  Science  .  .  . 
is  a  reduction  of  the  changes  in  the  material  world  to  motions 
of  atoms  caused  by  constant  central  forces  which  are  indepen- 
dent of  time,  or  a  resolution  of  the  phenomena  of  Nature  into 
atomic  mechanics.  It  is  a  fact  of  psychological  experience  that, 
whenever  such  a  reduction  is  successfully  eflfected,  our  craving 
for  causality  is  wholly  satisfied."  Now,  it  is  difficult  to  believe 
that  by  "  constant  central  forces  "  he  understands  only  "  rhetor- 
ical artifices."  If  he  does,  however,  we  must  insist  that  our 
craving  for  causality  is  not  satisfied.  We  read  in  Aurora 
Leigh  of  "yoked  thoughts  that  draw  like  griffins;"  but  we 
suspect  that  it  would  require  a  transcendently  brilliant  stroke 
of  rhetoric  to  hold  Jupiter  in  his  place. 

Pechner  answers  the  question  in  pretty  much  the  same  way. 
He  says :  "  Force  in  Physics  is  nothing  but  an  auxiliary  expres- 
sion for  the  representation  of  the  laws  of  motion  and  equilibrium, 
and  every  clear  conception  of  physical  force  comes  back  to 
this.  We  speak  of  the  laws  of  force,  but  if  we  look  more 
closely,  they  are  only  the  laws  of  equilibrium  and  of  motion, 
which  hold  in  every  opposition  of  matter.  The  sun  and  the 
earth  exercise  an  attractive  power  upon  each  other,  but  this 
means  only  that  the  sun  and  the  earth  move  mutually  according 
to  law.  Of  force  the  scientist  knows  nothing  but  the  law. 
We  say  that  there  must  be  a  ground  for  the  mutual  motion  of 
the  sun  and  the  earth,  and  this  ground  we  call  force;  but  this 
ground  is  nothing  but  the  law."     {Physxkalr  tind  Phihsoph,- 
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Aiomenlehre,  s.  120.)  We  remain  still  in  the  old  confiision. 
Law  means  almost  anything  in  science,  and  Fechner  does  not 
tell  us  what  we  are  to  understand  by  law.  Besides,  if  the  law 
is  to  control  anything,  it  must  have  power ;  and  the  relations  of 
law  and  force  would  be  still  more  difficult  of  explanation. 

But  it  is  useless  to  worry  ourselves  with  the  endless  exam- 
ples that  might  be  given.  The  sum  is  this :  Although  matter 
and  force  are  the  first  and  last  words  of  science,  vet  scientists 
are  unable  to  give  anything  but  the  most  confused  and  unsatis- 
fectory  account  of  these,  its  first  principles.  Down  in  this  theo- 
retical region  we  meet  with  a  confusion  of  tongues  which  is 
popularly  supposed  to  belong  entirely  to  the  Babel  of  theology 
and  philosophy. 

But  whatever  matter  may  be  in  itself,  scientists  are  agreed 
upon  its  atomic  constitution.  It  is,  indeed,  impossible  to  get 
any  defined  notion  of  what  an  atom  is,  or  how  it  is  related  to 
force  and  to  other  atoms.  According  to  many  of  the  most  im- 
portant scientists  and  mathematicians,  the  atom  is  an  absolutely 
Tinextended  point  Other  equally  weighty  names  can  be  given 
for  the  opposite  view.  These  atoms  contain  infinite  powers  of 
attraction,  although  they  themselves  are  infinitesimal.  Each 
atom  fills  all  space  with  its  forces.  It  is  not  very  easy  to  see 
how  this  can  be;  it  looks  very  much  like  postulating  the 
infinite  in  the  infinitesimal.  Still,  all  are  agreed  upon  the  atoms 
so  far,  and  all  agree  that  the  atoms  explain  everything.  Ac- 
cording to  the  passage  quoted  from  Du  Bois  Reymond,  science 
is  a  reduction  of  all  the  phenomena  of  the  material  world  to 
questions  of  atomic  mechanica  Mr.  Huxley  says :  *'  If  there 
is  one  thing  clear  in  the  progress  of  modem  science,  it  is  the 
tendency  to  reduce  all  scientific  problems,  except  those  which 
are  purely  mathematical,  to  questions  of  molecular  physics ; 
that  is  to  say,  to  the  attractions  and  repulsions,  motions  and 
coordinations  of  the  ultimate  particles  of  matter."  {Lay  Ser- 
.  mons,  p.  166.)  Prof.  TyndaU  suggests  {Frag.  Science,  p.  418) 
that  life,  emotion,  thought,  would  receive  a  sufficient  explana- 
tion, if  we  were  able  to  trace  the  molecular  interactions  of  the 
atoms  which  compose  the  body.  If,  then,  we  overlook  the 
confusion  in  the  conception  of  the  atom  and  its  relation  to  force, 
and  allow  it  to  be  extended  and  unextended,  active  and  inac- 
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tive,  identical  and  different,  i.x^ach  of  two  particles  depends 
with  all  this  capital,  the  scientisr^^t  the  shadow  of  an  insight 
of  the  facts.  Let  it  be  kept  well  i.V  {Untersuchungen  fiber 
region  of  theory,  and  that  the  atom  a>.tg  positivism*  We 
hypotheses  invented  to  help  us  to  understancre  up  all  attempts 
theory  only  serves  to  confuse  instead  of  explal^uty,  and  all 
fied  in  dispensing  with  it  ^  ourselves 

Here,  again,  the  author  finds,  what  we  were  pro^d  sue- 
expect,  that  the  atomic  machinery  works  very  indifltJly^  it 
The  Eleatic  notion  of  the  persistence  of  Being  has  mopon 
very  strongly  scientific  conceptions  That  Being  itself  shcto 
change,  involves  the  contradiction  of  a  thing's  being  at  t^ 
same  time  itself  and  something  else.  Accordingly,  the  sdentis 
views  his  atoms  as  unchangeable,  and  attempts  to  lead  all 
change  back  to  a  change  of  relation  among  these  unchangeable 
atoms  and  constant  powers.  It  is  not  easy  to  understand  how 
unchangeable  atoms  should  change  their  relations  at  all,  but 
such  is  the  doctrine.  But  what  kind  of  insight  does  this 
afford  us  into  even  the  simplest  chemical  change?  Two 
unchangeable  atoms  of  hydrogen  (formerly  it  was  one)  unite 
with  one  unchangeable  atom  of  oxygen  to  form  water.  But 
surely  the  approach  of  these  unchangeable  atoms  a  half 
millionth  part  of  an  inch  nearer  each  other,  gives  no  very  clear 
account  of  the  sudden  abandonment  of  all  their  separate  prop- 
erties, and  the  assumption  of  others  directly  opposed  Con- 
ceive these  unchangeable  atoms  disposed  in  all  possible  rela- 
tions to  one  another,  and  still  not  the  shadow  of  an  insight  is 
afforded  by  the  hypothesis.  Still  more  marked  is  the  &ilure 
of  the  theory  to  explain  the  more  complex  phenomena  of  or- 
ganic chemistry.  Even  the  nascent  condition  of  gases  is  v&ry 
indifferently  accounted  for.  It  is  found  that  gases,  when  first 
freed  from  combination,  have  much  greater  combining  power 
than  afterwards.  Upon  the  theory  of  constant  chemioal  force, 
this  fact  renders  necessary  a  modification  of  the  atomic  theory. 
This  is  the  molecular  doctrine  of  the  elements.  According  to 
this  view,  the  elements  do  not  exist  in  the  atomic  form,  but  in 
combination  as  molecules.  At  the  moment  of  liberation  the 
atoms  of  a  gas  have  not  yet  entered  into  atomic  combination, 
and  hence  have  greater  affinity  for  other  bodies  than  they  have 
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after  combining  into  molecules.  The  explanation  is  quite  in* 
different,  because  there  seems  bo  reason  why  the  atoms  of  an 
element,  if  they  can  combine  at  all,  should  not  unite  to  the 
extent  of  their  combining  power  and  thus  become  inert  Of 
the  facts  of  isomerism,  howbver,  we  have  no  account  Thus 
many  substances,  as  strychnine  and  quinine,  are  composed  of 
the  same  elements  in  the  same  proportions.  The  explanation 
is  that  the  molecular  management  is  different  In  the  first 
place,  the  assumed  difference  of  molecular  arrangement  explains 
absolutely  nothing.  Why  the  same  atoms,  with  the  same 
powers,  should  have  one  set  of  powers  when  arranged  in  the 
form  of  a  pyramid,  and  another  set  entirely  different  when 
built  into  a  cube,  no  scientist  can  pretend  to  explain.  He  may 
say :  it  is  so  ;  it  is  a  fact ;  and  then  we  ask  him  how  he  knows 
it  is  a  fact  These  are  not  facts  but  hypotheses,  introduced  to 
explain  the  facts ;  and  they  utterly  fail  to  do  it  But  granted 
that  the  assumed  difference  of  molecular  arrangement  is  a  fact, 
then  the  different  arrangement  is  to  be  explained.  How  comes 
it  that  identical  atoms  with,  of  course,  identical  powers,  should 
build  themselves  into  one  kind  of  molecule  in  strychnine  and 
into  another  in  quinine.  If  the  same  atoms  have  different 
forces,  they  would  not  be  the  same,  and  yet  only  unlike  forces 
can  account  for  the  unlike  effects.  At  all  events,  it  is  not  at 
all  easy  to  see  how  the  same  forces  should  have  such  widely 
different  results.  So  patent  are  these  and  a  host  of  similar 
difficulties,  that  many  thoughtful  chemists  admit  the  utter  in- 
adequacy of  the  theory  (Graham-Otto,  Lehrbtich  der  Chemie,  s. 
702),  and  even  that  it  seems  opposed  to  many  of  the  best  estab- 
lished facts  of  chemistry.  Berzelius,  and  many  of  the  modem 
chemists,  assume  that  the  atoms  themselves  have  neither  quan* 
titative  nor  qualitative  differences,  and  that  the  actual  differ- 
ences of  compounds  depend  upon  the  different  arrangement  of 
the  atoms.  This,  we  have  seen,  explains  nothing,  even  if  the 
difference  were  admitted ;  and  in  the  next  place,  it  is  incredible 
that  anything  like  order  should  exist  among  chemical  com- 
pounds if  this  were  the  case.  Accordingly,  Ettingshausen 
declares :  '*  Without  the  express  assumption  that  the  nature  of 
the  atoms  allows  only  certain  groupings,  the  atomic  hypothesis 
would  not  include  the  law  of  definite  proportions."    We  do, 
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indeed,  seem  forced  to  this  assumptioQ,  but  as  an  explanation 
it  ranks  along  with  that  of  Martinus  Scribblerus.  The  spit 
roasts  meat  because  it  has  a  meat-roasting  quality ;  and  the 
atoms  combine  because  they  have  a  combining  quality.  It 
would  puzzle  one  to  detect  any  diiference  in  the  quality  of  the 
explanations.  Worst  of  all,  too,  even  this  theory  does  not  ac- 
count for  the  facts  of  isomerism ;  unless  we  assume  that  the 
unchangeable  atom  has  one  set  of  combining  qualities  in  one 
isomeric  compound,  and  another  set  in  another  compound.  It 
is  needless  to  inquire  how  it  would  fare  with  the  doctrine  of 
unchangeability  under  these  interesting  circumstances. 

We  have  not  time  to  follow  the  discussion  of  the  theories  of 
light,  heat,  electricity,  and  magnetism.  We  dismiss  it  with  the 
remark  that  here,  too,  the  author  finds  the  same  confiision  which 
rules  in  all  theoretical  science.  A  slight  comparison  of  the 
teachings  of  the  masters  serves  to  expose  a  multitude  of  oppos- 
ing views,  while  a  still  slighter  comparison  of  fact  and  theoiy 
makes  it  evident  that  there  is  absolutely  no  theory  which  is  not 
beset  with  a  host  of  difficulties  for  which,  as  yet,  science  has 
no  remedy.  All  these  great  theories,  as  the  author  justly  ob- 
serves, belong  to  the  realm  of  scientific  faith ;  while  many  of 
them  find  so  little  support  from  the  facts,  and  have  so  little 
self-consistency,  as  scarcely  to  rise  above  pure  fancy.  By  call- 
ing them  objects  of  scientific  faith,  it  is  not  meant  that  they 
may  not  possibly  be  true ;  but  only  that  while  so  many  and 
weighty  objections  can  be  urged  against  them,  they  cannot 
claim  the  rank  of  knowledge  Faith  is  as  necessary  to  science 
as  it  is  to  religion. 

The  much-talked-of  doctrine  of  the  correlation  of  the  forces 
deserves  notice  because  it  is  the  darling  doctrine  of  those  who 
attempt  to  explain  the  universe  by  a  single  impersonal  force. 
Here  even  scientists,  e.  g..  Prof.  Tyndall,  complain  of  the  con- 
fusion into  which  the  teachers  have  fallen.  It  is  very  often 
averted  that  light,  heat,  electricity,  &c,  are  modes  of  motion. 
If  so,  they  are  not  forces  at  all.  Motion  is  effect,  not  cause. 
They  may  indeed  be  attended  with  peculiar  motions,  but  the 
true  force  is  not  the  motions,  but  their  cause.  How  could  mo- 
tion attract  anything  as  magnetism  does?  How  could  motion 
manifest  itself  as  attraction  in  one  pole  of  a  magnet  and  as 
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repulsion  in  the  other  ?  Besides,  as  magnetism  does  not  reside 
in  the  mass,  but  in  the  single  atom,  each  of  which  is  furnished 
with  poles,  how  can  magnetism  be  motion  at  all.  It  can  only 
be  conceived  as  a  polar  force  capable  indeed  of  producing 
motion,  but  without  other  relation  to  motion.  The  same  is  true 
for  electricity,  which  the  authorities  also  assure  us  is  identical 
with  chemical  affinity.  How  electricity,  as  a  mode  of  motion, 
could  lock  two  atoms  together,  is  a  problem  which  sadly  needs 
explanation.  No  easier  is  it  to  discover  how  heat,  which,  in 
general,  drives  the  atoms  asunder,  can  be  the  same  as  chemical 
affinity,  which  draws  them  together.  To  relieve  some  of  these 
difficulties.  Prof.  Tyndall  assures  us  that  the  correlation  of  the 
forces  says  nothing  whatever  about  the  forces  by  which  matter 
attracts,  but  only  of  the  work  which  these  various  forces  can 
do.  This  may  be,  but  if  so,  we  have  no  correlation  of  forces 
at  all ;  and  the  various  rhetorical  deliverances  about  "  Protean 
force  **  and  his  ''  myriad  manifestations ''  are  of  no  manner  of 
use,  and  may  as  well  be  laid  under  the  table.  In  fact,  the  half 
bombastic  notion  of  the  identity  of  force  which  science  makes 
so  much  of  just  now,  has  not  the  shadow  of  a  warrant,  except 
upon  a  supposition  which  takes  force  from  the  physical  list 
entirely.  We  have,  first,  gravitation  acting  at  all  distances,  and 
varying  as  the  inverse  square.  According  to  Proctor,  in  his 
recent  lectures  on  Astronomy,  it  not  only  acts  at  all  distances, 
but  acts  instantaneously.  If  this  be  so,  then  gravitation  stands 
entirely  apart  from  all  the  other  forces,  which  act  only  at  molec- 
ular distances,  and  which  propagate  themselves  only  in  measur- 
able tima  In  chemical  affinity  we  have  a  force  which  acts  only 
under  conditions,  and  which  varies  at  least  as  the  inverse  cube 
of  the  distance.  In  cohesion  we  have  still  another  force,  diffisr- 
ent  from  either  gravitation  or  affinity.  In  magnetism  and 
electricity  we  have  forces  which  split  into  polarities  in  the  most 
unaccountable  way.  Besides  these  there  are  repulsive  forces, 
which  vary  probably  as  the  inverse  fifth  power  of  the  distance. 
If,  then,  there  is  only  one  force  in  nature,  it  is  plain  that  this 
force  changes  not  only  its  manifestation,  but  also  its  law  and 
nature.  Now  it  attacks  and  now  repels.  Now  it  varies  as  the 
inverse  square  and  now  as  the  inverse  fifth  power  of  the  dis- 
tance.    These  considerations,  apart  from  Proctor's  suggestion, 
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make  it  impossible  to  view  such  a  force  as  physical  or  mechan- 
ical Mechanical  forces  know  nothing  of  selective  activity,  as 
in  affinity  and  cohesion.  They  cannot  be  conceived  as  aban* 
doning  all  their  old  properties  and  assuming  others  entirely  new. 
Such  a  force  can  only  be  conceived  as  spontaneous.  It  is  an 
emphatic  logical  contradiction  to  attempt  to  lead  such  various 
and  even  opposed  workings  from  a  mechanical  source.  Such 
a  force,  too,  could  not  reside  in  the  atoms.  These  would  rather 
be  objects  of  its  activity  and  not  its  possessors.  To  make  them 
its  possessors  would  be  to  split  the  one  force  into  infinitesimal 
bits,  and  also  to  deny  the  unobangeability  of  the  atoms.  It  ifl 
open  to  the  believers  in  a  single  force  to  teach  that  the  phe- 
nomena of  gravitation,  affinity,  cohesion,  electricity,  &c.,  are 
only  definite  modes  of  manifestation  of  one  underlying  force ; 
but  in  order  to  do  this  they  must  make  that  force  immaterial 
and  spontaneous.  If,  however,  they  refiise  to  do  this,  there  is 
no  possibility  of  making  out  the  correlation  even  among  the 
great  physical  forces.  If  in  chemical  action  heat  is  liberated, 
there  is  no  need  to  assume  any  identity  of  heat  and  affinity ; 
the  accepted  teachings  of  the  physicists  suffice  to  explain  this 
fact  The  approach  of  the  atoms  through  affinity  disturbs  the 
equilibrium  of  the  ether  by  which  the  atoms  are  said  to  be  sur- 
rounded. This,  in  virtue  of  its  elasticity,  quivers ;  and  the 
result  is  heat  There  is  not  the  slightest  reason  for  supposing 
any  correlation  between  the  affinity  and  the  heat  The  same  is 
true  for  all  the  stock  illustrations  of  the  pretended  oorrelationa 
The  great  forces  of  nature  are  so  related  to  one  another  as  to 
work  in  harmony.  This  is  a  scientific  and  most  important  fact; 
without  it,  nature  would  be  either  a  dead  equilibrium  or  a  wild 
chaos.  But  this  is  the  only  meaning  of  the  so-called  correla- 
tion. If  science  assumes  a  physical  force  of  gravitation,  of 
affinity,  of  cohesion,  then  it  is  impossible  to  lead  these  several 
forces  back  to  any  single  physical  force. 

With  the  failure  to  establish  the  identity  of  the  physical 
forces,  the  great  presumption  against  the  reality  of  a  vital  force 
is  all  gona  If  we  are  compelled  to  view  gravitation,  affinity, 
electricity,  &a,  as  real  forces,  and  are  also  compelled  to  view 
them  as  distinct  fi'om  one  another ;  then  there  is  no  a  priori 
objection  whatever  against  assuming  the  reality  of  a  separate 
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vital  force,  if  the  phenomena  find  no  explanation  in  the  com- 
mon physical  forccB.  Here  again  is  a  department  where  we 
have  bad  an  abundance  of  assertion,  with  a  minimum  of  proof. 
Of  late  years,  this  question  of  vitality  has  been  a  kind  of  test 
of  scientific  orthodoxy.  Whoever  was  bold  and  loud  in  denial 
proved  himself  sound  ;  and  whoever  was  not,  was  looked  upon 
as  not  yet  freed  from  superstition.  Vitality  is  an  empty  word 
with  which  we  cover  our  ignorance ;  it  is  an  asylum  of  impotent 
credulity.  The  body  is  a  mechanism ;  and  has  its  full  explana- 
tion in  the  atomic  machinery  which  composes  it  This  is  the 
express  view  of  mtiny  of  the  most  advanced. 

We  have  already  seen  that  the  molecular  machinery  is  a  rather 
confused  affair,  and  does  not  give  any  very  promising  account  of 
even  simple  physical  phenomena.  Possibly,  however,  we  shall 
succeed  better  with  the  more  complex  phenomena  of  the  organ- 
ism. Concerning  the  emptiness  of  the  word,  vitality,  it  may  be 
remarked  in  advance  that  it  does  not  fare  much  better  with 
the  other  scientific  terms  for  force.  What  does  science  mean 
by  cohesion,  or  chemical  affinity  ?  What  are  these  but  words  ? 
Why  does  it  distinguish  the  two  at  all  ?  How  can  it  be  said 
that  both  classes  of  phenomena  cannot  be  derived  from  one  sin- 
gle force  of  attraction  ?  It  is  simply  taking  refuge  in  an  asy- 
lum of  ignorance  to  set  these  up  as  distinct  forces.  Or  what 
are  magnetism  and  electricity  ?  By  what  authority  are  they  set 
up  as  different  from  affinity  ?  Who  knows  but  that  if  we  only 
had  better  instruments  or  keener  insight,  that  these  might  all 
be  led  out  of  gravitation  ?  Can  any  one  prove  that  they  can- 
not ?  Why,  then,  these  words  too  are  only  asylums  of  ignor- 
ance. We  are  also  instructed  that  to  explain  vital  phenomena 
by  assuming  a  vital  force  is  no  explanation  at  all ;  but  how 
much  better  does  it  fare  with  the  other  forces  ?  To  explain 
chemical  phenomena  by  a  chemical  force,  electrical  phenomena 
by  an  electrical  force,  facts  of  gravitation  by  a  gravitating 
force,  Ac.,  is  really  not  much  better  than  to  explain  vital  phe- 
nomena by  a  vital  force.  It  is  decidedly  good  to  find  men 
suddenly  turning  positivists^upon  the  question  of  vitality,  while 
they  talk  without  scruple  of  chemical,  electric,  thermal,  mag- 
netic, and  other  forces ;  against  each  of  which  it  might  be 
urged  with  equal  justice,  first,  that  they  explain  nothing;  and, 
second,  that  they  are  asylums  of  ignorance. 
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But  may  it  not  be  possible  to  lead  vital  pbenomeDa  out  of 
the  qualities  of  the  atoms  ?  This  is  stoutly  asserted  by  not  a 
few  leading  scientists ;  we  have  now  to  inquire  what  proof  they 
have  to  offer. 

An  organism  manifests  properties  unknown  in  the  inoiganic 
world.  It  is  a  system  of  means  and  ends ;  each  part  exists  for 
every  other  and  for  the  whola  It  is  an  exquisite  mechanism 
full  of  the  nicest  contrivances  and  balances.  It  is  the  expres- 
sion of  a  purpose  throughout,  which  refers  not  to  itself  alone, 
but  to  a  perpetuation  of  the  organism.  In  the  constant  flow  of 
the  component  atoms,  it  maintains  its  identity  and  unity ;  it  is 
never  the  same,  and  yet  always  the  same.  Even  the  lowest 
organism  has  definite  functions,  and  maintains  itself  by  an 
inner  activity.  It  nourishes  itself,  propagates  itself,  and  as 
soon  as  this  self-activity  ceases,  the  oi^ganism  b^ins  to  perish. 
This  intelligent  adaptation,  this  inner  resisting  activity,  never 
occurs  in  inorganic  nature,  while  it  is  the  essential  mark  of  an 
organism. 

To  explain  these  facts,  some  assume  that  the  body  is  a  pure 
mechanism,  that  the  attractions  and  repulsions  among  the  ulti- 
mate particles  of  matter  are  a  sufficient  explanation.  But  we 
have  already  seen  that  the  different  disposition  of  a  mass  of 
unchangeable  atoms  gives  no  account  even  of  the  simplest  facts 
of  chemistry.  These  atoms  never  touch  each  other,  are  simple 
and  unchangeable,  and  yet  when  their  relations  are  changed  by 
an  infinitesimal  distance,  suddenly  a  new  compound  appears. 
Anyone  may  be  safely  defied  to  torture  any  explanation  of  inor- 
ganic chemistry  out  of  this  notion,  to  say  nothing  of  explaining 
vital  phenomena.  In  fact,  this  explanation  is  a  blank  assertion 
which  there  is  no  means  whatever  of  proving,  and  which,  when 
followed  out  in  thought,  ends  in  nothing.  To  explain  the  facts 
by  the  chemical  qualities  of  the  atoms  is  to  forget  the  fact  that 
affinity  in  general  is  at  constant  war  with  the  organism,  that  as 
soon  as  the  inner  activity  ceases,  affinity  begins  its  work  of 
destruction.  Another  explanation  is  sometimes  ventured  to 
the  effect  that  the  atoms  in  certain  .combinations  exhibit  cohe- 
sive qualities,  in  others  they  exhibit  chemical  qualities,  and  in 
still  other  combinations  vital  phenomena  appear.  It  cannot  be 
claimed,  however,  that  this  explanation  serves  to  identify  vitality 
with  the  other  forces.    From  the  phenomena  of  cohesion,  we 
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infer  a  force  of  cohesion;  from  those  of  affinity,  we  infer  a 
force  of  affinity ;  hence  from  those  of  vitality  we  must  infer 
a  force  of  vitality.  In  short,  this  theory  of  vitality  explains 
life  in  the  organism  by  assaming  it  in  the  atom — ^not  a  very 
brilliant  explanation  after  all;  for  almost  anything  can  be 
brought  out  of  a  juggler's  hat,  if  one  is  first  allowed  to  fill  it 
with  the  desired  material  With  atoms  qualitatively  alike,  the 
pure  mechanical  view,  nothing  whatever  can  be  done ;  and  all 
the  other  explanations  consist  in  assuming  in  the  atoms  all  that 
is  afterwards  brought  out  of  them.  The  atoms  explain  cohe- 
sion, because  they  have  the  power  of  cohering ;  they  explain 
affinity,  because  they  have  the  power  of  affinity ;  they  also  ex- 
plain life,  because  they  have  the  power  of  producing  it  As 
an  explanation  this  is  a  great  truth,  and  worthy  of  all  accepta- 
tion ;  but  even  yet  the  facts  of  vitality  are  not  accounted  for. 
How  the  vital  powers  of  the  myriad  atoms  can  produce  the  sin- 
gle, indivisible  life  of  the  individual,  is  simply  inconceivable ; 
still  more  difficult  is  it  to  see  why  the  same  atoms  should  go  to 
build  up  such  different  forms  as  the  organic  world  presents. 
The  same  atoms  ought  to  do  the  same  things ;  but  they  really 
produce  the  greatest  diversity.  Mr.  Spencer  explains  it  by 
referring  these  fiwts  to  the  "  as  yet  unexplained  principle  of 
heredity,"  a  principle,  by  the  way,  which  has  in  it  the  gist  of 
the  matter.  In  fine,  we  must  view  the  conclusion  which  the 
author  reaches,  at  the  end  of  a  long  and  careful  criticism  of  aU 
that  the  authorities  have  said  upon  this  matter,  as  fully  estab- 
lished. There  is  just  as  good  reason  for  the  assumption  of  a 
vital  force  as  of  any  other ;  and  all  attempts  to  lead  vital  phe- 
nomena from  any  amalgam  of  the  lower  forces  is  a  conclusion 
resting,  partly  on  scientific  prejudice,  and  partly  on  wretched 
logic 

There  is,  then,  little  need  of  inquiring  into  the  possibility  of 
deducing  spiritual  phenomena  from  atomic  motions.  In  fact, 
there  is  a  contradiction  in  the  very  notion.  Physics  cannot  view 
its  atoms  as  spontaneous,  and  hence  physics  can  never  produce 
the  spontaneous.  To  suppose  a  mechanism  of  atoms  to  pro- 
duce a  being  endowed  with  spontaneity,  is  to  contradict  itseli 
The  necessary  can  never  create  the  free,  nor  the  unintelligent 
give  birth  to  the  intelligent,  because  in  doing  so,  it  would  con- 
tradict itsel£    If,  then,  there  is  in  man  any  power  of  self-deter- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


640  Oott  und  die  Natur.  [Oct, 

mination,  any  ability  to  react  against  nature  and  control  or 
guide  it,  then  the  necessary  physical  forces  of  nature  alone  can- 
not have  given  him  birth.  The  science  which  assumes  that 
they  have,  must  first  fly  in  the  face  of  every  man's  experience, 
and  give  the  lie  to  the  universal  consciousness.  Here,  as  in 
the  case  of  life,  if  thought,  feeling,  and  mind  in  general  are  to 
be  evolved  from  matter,  they  must  first  be  involved  into  it. 
Whatever  comes  out  of  a  thing  must  have  been  in  it  Some 
few  are  beginning  to  recognize  this.  Thus  Prof  Tyndall  says : 
*'  Had  we  not  better  recast  our  definitions  of  matter  and  force : 
for  if  life  and  thought  be  the  very  flower  of  both,  any  defini- 
tion which  omits  life  and  thought  must  be  inadequate  if  not 
untrue."  {Frag.  Scioice,  p.  128.)  But  to  get  mind  from  mat- 
ter by  first  enlarging  the  definition  of  the  latter  so  as  to  include 
the  former,  certainly  throws  no  great  light  upon  the  subject. 
If  we  attempt  to  lead  all  phenomena  out  of  a  single  cause,  that 
cause  must  be  the  highest  type  of  power.  Not  mechanical,  nor 
chemical  force,  not  electricity,  nor  magnetism,  but  mind  and 
will,  must  be  taken  as  the  only  type  of  force  on  which  the  ac- 
tual universe  rests.  All  attempts  to  base  it  upon  any  lower 
form  involve  the  contradiction  of  trying  to  bring  out  of  a 
thing  what  is  not  in  it 

We  may  sum  up  the  argument  thus  far  as  follows :  Science  as- 
sumes that  matter  is  composed  of  atoms,  but  no  one  is  able  to  tell 
us  what  these  atoms  are.  They  are  next  endowed  with  forces, 
but  no  one  can  tell  us  what  these  forces  are.  The  relation  of  the 
atom  to  these  forces  jfi  also  a  subject  on  which  we  seek  in  vain 
for  information.  After  the  atoms  set  to  work,  they  give  a  very 
unsatisfactory  account  of  the  facts.  The  attempt  to  make 
mechanically  intelligible  the  simplest  chemical  change,  is  an 
utter  failure ;  while  the  claim  that  aU  this  talk  about  poles  and 
powers,  molecules  and  atoms,  explains  the  harmony  and  order 
of  the  universe,  is  simply  to  mistake  intolerable  subjective  con- 
fusion for  an  objective  solution  of  the  problem.  In  our  own  opin- 
ion, science  has  succeeded  in  discovering  some  of  the  laws  of 
phenomena,  and  has  made  more  clear  the  universal  order ;  while 
its  claim  to  have  explained  anything  whatever,  is  utterly  with- 
out foundation. 

Yet  if  we  admitted  all  that  is  claimed  for  the  atoms,  philos- 
ophy would  still  have  many  questions  to  ask  before  it  could  be 
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admitted  that  science  had  proved  its  independence.  If  Mr. 
Huxley,  or  Du  Bois  Eeymond,  should  succeed  in  reducing 
every  scientific  problem  to  questions  of  atomic  mechanics,  the 
question  would  next  arise  whether  the  atoms  themselves  can 
be  viewed  as  unoriginated  and  eternal,  or  whether  they  must 
not  rather  be  conceived  as  created  and  dependent  This  brings 
us  to  what  the  author  calls  the  ontology  of  science ;  and  out  of 
the  admitted,  or  rather  the  emphatic,  teachings  of  science,  he 
concludes  that  the  laws  of  nature  ai*e  enactments  of  a  Will 
above  them,  that  the  forces  of  nature  abut  on  a  supernatural 
power  behind  them.     This  is  next  to  be  examined. 

The  author  agrees  with  the  scientists  in  viewing  matter  as 
having  an  atomic  composition,  and  in  viewing  the  atoms  as 
being  centers  of  force.  The  notion  of  matter  as  something 
dead  or  inactive,  he  throws  away  as  a  logical  chimera.  Purely 
inactive  matter  could  never  come  into  knowledge,  for  it  is  only 
as  it  produces  effects  upon  us  that  we  become  aware  of  ita 
existenca.  The  essence  of  matter  is  this  resisting  power ;  and 
an  atom  can  only  be  viewed  as  a  center  in  which  various  dy- 
namic forces,  or  forces  capable  of  producing  motion,  are  held 
together  by  this  central  static,  or  resisting  force.  After  seek- 
ing to  vindicate  this  conception,  and  thus  rescue  the  scientific 
doctrine  of  the  atomic  constitution  of  matter  from  the  internal 
contradiction  which  the  conmion  conception  involves,  the  au- 
thor next  proceeds  to  inquire  what  frirther  postulates  we  are 
forced  to  make. 

According  to  the  express  teaching  of  -science,  the  atoms  are 
mutually  conditioned  by  one  another.  Everything  in  the 
physical  realm,  whether  it  be  matter  or  force,  is  what  it  is,  and 
does  what  it  does,  only  through  the  co-presence  and  co-working 
of  another.  The  force  of  affinity  only  acts  when  .the  proper 
conditions  are  present  The  forces  of  electricity,  of  magnetism, 
&c.,  all  are  dependent  upon  conditions.  Science  knows  nothing 
of  the  unconditioned  or  absolute.  Philosophy,  however,  does ; 
and  after  listening  to  the  scientist  as  he  describes  the  condi- 
tioned existences  of  the  physical  realm,  philosophy  insists  that, 
back  of  these  conditions,  atoms,  and  forces,  there  must  be  an  un- 
conditioned Being  upon  whom  these  depend.  It  is  open  to  the 
scientist  to  say  that,  while  each  atom  is  conditioned  by  other 
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atoms,  yet  the  sum  of  the  atoms  is  tmconditioned ;  but  this 
bridge  is  untenable.  A  sam  of  conditioned  existences  can 
never  make  an  unconditioned.  The  notion  involves  the  con- 
tradiction of  being  at  the  same  time  conditioned  and  uncondi- 
tioned. The  conditioned  nature  of  atomic  action  is  still  clearer. 
The  commencement  of  any  atomic  action  presupposes  the  pre- 
entrance  of  its  condition.  But  this  entrance  of  the  condition  is 
also  an  atomic  action  which,  in  turn,  is  impossible  without  the 
pre-entrance  of  its  condition.  But  such  a  series  cannot  be  infi- 
nite, for  that  supposes  a  dependent  activity,  which,  by  the  sup- 
position, had  a  beginning  in  time,  to  be  also  eternaL  That  is, 
all  atomic  activity  is  dependent.  It  cannot  depend  on  itself, 
for  that  would  make  it  independent ;  it  must  then  depend  upon 
another  activity,  which  is  the  true  absolute.  The  warrant  for 
this  conclusion  is,  that  if  we  make  our  minds  clear  upon  the 
subject,  we  shall  see  that  it  is  impossible  to  escape  from  it  If 
we  trust  reason  up  to  this  point,  we  must  trust  it  still  further. 
This  final  affirmation  of  an  unconditioned  Being  back  of  all 
the  conditioned  existences  and  forces  of  experience,  is  as  em- 
phatic as  any  other  to  which  we  yield  unhesitating  credence. 
We  can  escape  it  only  by  remaining  in  the  fog  of  mental  con- 
fusion, or  by  assuming  a  suicidal  position  with  reference  to  the 
validity  of  our  mental  operations. 

We  shall  reach  a  similar  conclusion  if  we  consider  another 
scientific  dogma — the  void  between  the  atoms.  Scientists  in 
general  insist  upon  the  void  space  as  strongly  as  upon  the 
atoms  themselves.  So,  then,  each  atom  sits  alone,  cut  off  by 
an  absolute  void  from  all  of  its  neighbors.  And  yet  this  atom 
is  said  to  affect  every  other  atom  in  the  universe,  to  send  its 
influences  across  the  dizziest  distances  of  space,  and  to  fill 
space,  indeed,  with  its  activity.  It  would  be  hard  to  conceive 
a  doctrine  more  palpably  absurd.  Scientists  have  repeated  it, 
until  familiarity  has  covered  its  inconceivability ;  and  ease  of 
repetition  has  passed  for  understanding.  In  truth,  the  notion 
is  positively  unthinkable;  and  when  clearly  represented  to  the 
mind,  it  is  repudiated  as  impossible.  Not  to  insist  upon  the 
absurdity  of  supposing  the  infinitesimal  atom  to  fill  all  space 
with  its  activity,  the  notion  involves  a  positive  contradiction. 
The  doctrine  is  that  the  atom  acts  across  void  space,  and  with- 
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out  any  media  whatever.  Be  the  distaace  molecular  or  stellar, 
this  doctrine  always  involves  the  decided  contradiction  that  a 
thiug  acts  where  it  is  not  and  is  not  where  it  acts.  It  is  just 
as  impossible  for  science  to  reconcile  this  doctrine  to  its  other 
dogma  of  the  inseparability  of  matter  and  force,  as  it  is  to 
reconcile  it  to  philosophy.  At  all  events,  the  force  must  be 
where  the  effect  is  produced,  but  if  so,  then,  according  to  the 
doctrine,  we  have  an  absolute  void  between  the  force  and  the 
atom  in  which  it  is  said  to  inhere — a  condition  which  is  as  much 
like  a  separation  as  we  can  easily  conceive,  although  such  sep- 
aration, is  declared  impossible.  It  is  impossible  to  reconcile 
this  doctrine  to  either  philosophy  or  to  other  scientific  dogmas. 
If,  now,  science  insists  upon  its  atoms,  and  the  void  between 
them;  then  philosophy  insists  that,  alongside  of  the  atomic 
forces,  we  must  assume  another  continuous,  immaterial,  super- 
atomic  force  as  the  only  possibility  of  atomic  working.  If 
science  clings  to  its  atoms,  philosophy  proves  that  they  are 
utterly  powerless  without  this  further  assumption.  Let  it  be 
always  kept  in  mind,  that  we  are  in  the  realm  of  theory. 
Science  attempts  to  make  phenomena  thinkable  by  its  atomic 
theory ;  and  philosophy  proves  that  all  the  atomic  explanations 
are  unthinkable,  unless  a  continuous,  immaterial,  independent 
force  be  assumed  as  the  condition  of  atomic  activity.  If  we 
think  at  all,  and  think  consistently,  we  cannot  avoid  the  con- 
clusion, that  science  as  well  as  religion  demands  something 
behind  phenomena  and  the  conditioned  forces  of  nature. 

Thus  we  are  forced  to  the  assumption  of  an  absolute  Being ; 
and  the  attempt  to  construe  the  universe  into  atomic  mechanics 
is  seen  to  be  a  failure.  But  the  absolute  thus  assumed  is  as 
yet  wholly  undetermined.  It  is  fisu*  enough  from  being  God  in 
the  common  sense  of  the  word.  We  have  now  to  inquire  how 
we  are  to  conceive  this  absolute  which  science,  philosophy,  and 
religion  alike  are  forced  to  assume.  At  this  point,  it  has  been 
the  fashion  with  the  German  speculator,  and  also  with  Sir  Wm. 
Hamilton,  Mr.  Mansel,  and  H.  Spencer,  to  leave  experience, 
and  begin  to  chop  logic  and  split  hairs  over  an  a  priori  notion 
of  what  the  absolute  must  be.  Out  of  this  mistaken  procedure 
has  arisen  ineffable  confusion  and  all  kinds  of  mischievous 
notions.     Hamilton  and  Mansel,  on  the  authority  of  their  self- 
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made  absoute,  denied  that  we  can  have  any  knowledge  of 
it  whatever,  although  they  left  it  to  faith.  Mr.  Spencer,  more 
logical  than  they,  turned  it  into  the  darkness  of  utter  nescience, 
and  left  us  only  the  relative  and  the  conditioned.  But  all 
these  notions  arose  from  analyzing  an  a  j>riori  conception  of  the 
absolute,  without  inquiring  whether  there  is  any  authority  for 
supposing  this  home-made  absolute  to  have  any  objective  real- 
ity. But,  as  we  have  already  seen,  this  a  priori  construction 
of  the  absolute  is  impossible  We  rise  to  the  absolute  from 
the  conditioned  facts  of  experience,  and  the  content  which  we 
put  into  the  absolute  must  be  determined  entirely  by  those 
facts.  How,  then,  are  we  to  conceive  this  absolute  Being  which 
we  plant  at  the  base  of  phenomena  ? 

We  have  given  a  partial  answer  to  this  question  in  our 
review  of  the  author's  Logic.  {New  Englander^  July,  1874.) 
The  author  applies  and  illustrates  those  principles  at  great 
length  in  the  present  work.  The  argument  is  briefly  as  fol- 
lows :  Thought  is  governed  by  laws  which  are  entirely  subjec- 
tive in  their  origin.  We  must  think  according  to  certain  laws 
and  forma  Whatever  contradicts  them  cannot  come  into 
knowledge,  or  if  it  could,  it  would  wreck  the  whole  fabric  and 
plunge  knowledge  into  irredeemable  chaos.  And  yet  nature 
is  knowable.  The  laws  without  correspond  to  the  laws  within. 
The  forms  of  thought  are  also  the  forms  of  nature.  The  world 
is  cast  in  the  moulds  of  intelligence ;  it  is  a  thought-pattern  in 
which  the  web  of  the  world  is  woven.  This  supposition  lies 
at  the  basis  of  all  science,  yes,  of  all  knowledge  of  nature 
whatever.  Deny  it,  and  the  possibility  of  science  falls  away. 
Admit  it,  and  the  agreement  demands  explanation.  Whence 
this  harmony  between  mind  and  nature  ?  There  it  stands,  an 
undeniable  fact ;  whence  comes  it  ?  If  we  think  at  all,  jfre  are 
forced  to  admit  that  the  unconditioned  Power  upon  which 
nature  depends,  proceeds  according  to  the  laws  and  forms  of 
intelligence.  If  we  look  more  closely  at  nature,  we  find  that 
it  is  a  vast  system  of  means  and  ends.  Its  exquisite  con- 
trivances outrun  not  merely  our  highest  understanding  but 
even  our  power  of  admiration.  From  the  wide-reaching  law 
to  the  single  organism  everything  bears  the  stamp  of  adapta- 
tion and  purposa     There  is  absolutely  nothing  new  to  be  said 
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on  this  subject  Let  oae  open  his  eyes,  and  he  will  see  the 
illustration&  This  absolute  which  we  are  forced  to  assume, 
proceeds  not  only  according  to  the  general  laws  and  forms  of 
thought,  but  it  aJso  sets  purposes,  adapts  means  to  ends,  and 
out  of  the  crossing  and  conflicting  forces  of  nature,  wins  results 
which  are  intelligible  only  as  intended  However  they  have 
been  brought  about,  by  law  or  otherwise,  the  conclusion  is 
still  irresistible  that  they  existed  in  thought  before  they  existed 
in  fact  If  you  say  that  they  flow  out  of  the  atoms,  the  suffi- 
cient reply  is,  that  nothing  can  come  out  which  was  not  in. 
If  the  materialist  objects  that  by  a  system  of  trial  the  right 
forms  are  at  last  chanced  upon,  the  answer  is,  that  this  system 
of  trial  would  be  useless  without  the  express  assumption,  that 
the  atoms  are  so  constructed  as  to  make  the  best  the  strongest, 
as  to  form  intelligent  combinations,  and  destroy  the  opposite. 
Evolution  without  a  previous  involution  is  nonsense.  This 
absolute,  ^then,  must  be  conceived  as  working  according  to  the 
methods  of  a  rational  mind,  as  proposing  ends,  and  adapting 
means  to  their  realization ;  that  is,  it  must  be  conceived  as 
intelligent,  free,  self-conscious,  personal  Free  because  abso- 
lute ;  intelligent  because  it  works  intelligently ;  self-conscious 
because  it  has  plans  and  aims;  and  personal  because  these 
notions  are  the  root-fiictors  of  personality.  It  is  a  decided  con- 
tradiction to  suppose  the  higher  to  be  the  work  of  the  lower. 
If  intelligence  and  volition  appear  in  the  created,  then  there 
were  intelligence  and  volition  in  the  Creator. 

One  objection  which  the  materialist  urges  deserves  notica 
It  is  claimed  that,  granting  the  intelligent  activity  and  the  work- 
ing toward  certain  ends,  it  by  no  means  follows  that  it  results 
from  intelligence  in  the  Creator.  It  may  spring  from  instinct, 
from  a  blind  impulse  which  works  toward  certain  ends,  and  yet 
has  no  consciousness  of  them.  We  see  this  manifested  in  the 
instinct  of  animals.  The  bird,  the  bee,  the  silkworm,  manifest 
the  greatest  skill  in  preparing  the  nest,  the  comb,  the  cocoon  ; 
and  yet  we  attribute  no  intelligence  to  them.  Why  not,  then, 
suppose  the  entire  activity  of  nature  to  be  of  a  siinilar  char- 
acter; and,  instead  of  a  personal  Creator,  assume  a  blind 
instinctive  force  as  the  best  explanation  of  the  phenomena? 

This  objection  would  have  much  more  force,  if  some  one 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


646  OoU  und  die  Nahtr.  [Oct, 

could  tell  as  what  instinct  really  is.  It  appears  to  ns  that  the 
psychology  of  the  lower  animals  is  very  much  in  the  dark. 
Who  knows  whether  they  have  consciousness  or  not  ?  Who 
is  prepared  to  give  anything  but  baseless  assertion  upon  this 
point  ?  If  one  chose  to  assert  that  the  lower  aniibals  are  con- 
scious of  ends  and  purposes,  who  could  disprove  it  ?  And  we 
must  either  do  this,  must  view  them  as  highly  intelligent,  or 
we  must  find  the  cause  of  their  peculiar  activity  in  the  peculiar 
determination  of  their  natura  But  whence  this  determination  ? 
It  can  only  rest  upon  an  intelligent  activity  behind  it  If  we 
grant  intelligence  and  purpose  to  the  animal,  the  objection 
based  on  the  so-called  instinct  vanishea  If  we  deny  them  to 
the  animal,  there  is  all  the  more  necessity  of  attributing  them 
to  the  Creator. 

We  must,  then,  conceive  the  absolute  as  intelligent  and  per- 
sonal. With  this  proof  we  have  implicitly  answered  the  ques- 
tion concerning  its  knowability.  There  is  no  warrant  for  be- 
lieving in  any  other  notion  of  the  absolute.  We  are  not  forced 
to  conceive  it  out  of  relation,  as  Hamilton,  Mansel,  and  Spen- 
cer teach ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  we  are  forced  to  conceive  it  in 
actual  causal  relation  to  the  universe.  Hence  all  the  logical 
bugbears  which  have  been  conjured  up  concerning  the  incom- 
patibility of  the  idea  of  absolute  and  of  first  cause  are  quietly 
disposed  of  by  the  fact,  that  the  absolute  is,  and  can  be,  known 
only  in  causal  relation  to  the  world.  To  the  objection  which 
these  philosophers  urge,  that  intelligence  is  incompatible  with 
the  absolute,  because  intelligence  is  a  limitation,  we  may  say 
that  it  is  one  of  those  dreary  logical  puzzles  which  need  no 
answer.  The  objection  is  contradictory  in  itself,  for  if  the 
power  to  know  be  a  limitation,  the  inability  to  know  would  be 
much  more  a  limitation.  The  same  contradiction  lies  in  the 
notion  that  the  absolute  cannot  be  conscious,  because  con- 
sciousness is  a  limitation  ;  for  if  consciousness  is  a  limitation, 
surely  unconsciousness  would  be  a  much  greater  ona  But 
apart  from  the  inherent  contradiction  of  these  objections,  they 
all  rest  upon  the  mistake  of  attempting  to  construe  the  abso- 
lute a  priori  We  have  already  seen  that  the  content  of  the 
notion  of  the  absolute  can  only  be  determined  firom  the  fiwsts 
of  experience  as  interpreted  by  the  laws  of  thought    Begin- 
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ning  with  these  facts,  we  find  ourselves  forced  to  conceive  the 
absolute  as  intelligent  and  personal.  This  is  the  only  absolute 
for  whose  objective  existence  there  is  a  shade  of  proof  K 
philosophers  choose  to  atnuse  themselves,  and  frighten  people 
of  weak  nerves,  by  constructing  absolutes  out  of  contradictions, 
in  order  to  win  great  renown  by  afterward  proving  that  the 
manufiujtured  mermaid  is  unthinkable,  they  are  at  perfect 
liberty  to  do  so ;  but  before  they  carry  the  conclusions  won  by 
this  logical  jugglery  over  to  the  Creator,  they  must  first  prove 
that  their  home-made  notion  represents  the  Creator  as  the  laws 
of  thought  and  the  facts  of  experience  force  us  to  conceive 
Him.  When  they  have  done  this,  these  logical  jugglers  will 
find  their  occupation  gone.  Of  course,  no  rationale  of  the 
Divine  nature  can  ever  be  given,  but  the  same  is  true  of  our 
own  nature.  We  are  forced  to  conceive  ourselves  as  free 
intelligences,  but  how  we  can  be  either  free  or  intelligent,  no 
one  can  tell ;  indeed,  it  is  impossible  to  explain  how  we  can  be 
at  all.  How  anything  whatever  can  be,  is  a  question  which 
none  can  answer.  All  the  fects  of  sepsation  and  perception  are 
of  this  order.  We  know  them  as  facts  and  as  facts  only  ;  and 
yet,  though  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  explain  how  they  can 
be  facts,  we  feel  no  hesitation  in  accepting  them  as  real  So  we 
are  forced  to  conceive  God  as  intelligent  and  personal.  As 
such  He  is  an  ultimate  fact  of  knowledge.  How  He  can  be 
either  intelligent  or  personal,  we  leave  to  those  who  love  such 
riddles,  to  solva  It  is  sufficient  that  we  are  forced  to  conceive 
Him  in  this  way,  and  no  contradiction  can  be  shown  in  the 
conception.  Until  this  can  be  shown,  we  must  admit  the  fact 
as  we  admit  any  other  fact,  though  we  can  give  no  further  ex- 
planation. 

Thus  we  have  come  to  the  conclusion  thit  apart  from  the 
conditioned  forces  of  nature,  we  must  assume  an  immaterial, 
omnipresent,  intelligent  force,  as  that  which  coordinates  nature 
and  gives  it  all  its  specific  determinations.  The  word  which 
Paul  pronounced  upon  Mars  Hill,  is  reechoed  and  reiterated 
by  science :  In  Him  we  live  and  move  and  have  our  being. 
This  view,  however,  is  not  pantheism,  as  the  author  proceeds 
to  show :  "  So  long  as  the  condition  of  the  sciences  allowed 
one  to  conceive  matter  as  one  and  continuous,  and  as  obtain- 
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ing  the  manifold  form  and  quality  of  different  things  through 
a  force  within  or  over  it,  so  long  was  it  possible  to  view  that 
spiritual  First-force  pantheistically  .  .  ,  i.  e.,  as  world-soul, 
or  world-spirit  But  since  it  has  been  scientifically  established 
that  matter  in  itself  consists  in  an  immeasurable  multitude  of 
distinct  and  different  atoms,  every  pantheistic  theory  ia  scien- 
tifically impossible,  and  can  only  be  held  by  thoughtlessness. 
At  the  present  time,  one  has  only  the  choice  between  the  ex- 
treme materialism,  which  ascribes  the  origin  of  the  world  to  a 
harmonious  concourse  of  atoms  which  happened  by  a  fortunate 
accident,  and  that  idealism,  which  leads  it  back  to  the  activity 
of  a  spiritual,  self-conscious  absolute,  which  works  by  plan,  or 
purpose.  The  ground-conception  of  pantheism  is  the  substan- 
tial identity  of  God  and  Nature.  According  to  this  view,  God 
has  created  the  world  out  of  his  own  substance  and  essence,  or, 
in  the  process  of  self-realization,  has  passed  into  the  manifold 
of  terrestrial  existence.  Hence  the  absolute  substance  is  iden- 
tical with  the  substance  of  the  world  and  natural  things.  But 
this  notion  becomes  self  contradictory  when  it  is  applied  to 
matter  in  the  scientific  sense,  i.  a,  to  the  multitude  of  atoms 
and  their  conditioned  forces.  It  is  unthinkable,  because  self- 
contradictory,  that  a  mass  of  atoms  which  are  separated  fix)m 
one  another,  and  have  manifold  differences,  should  be  the 
bearer  of  the  one  spiritual  First-force,  which  posits  and  main- 
tains its  unity  in  self-consciousnesa  It  is  no  less  unthinkable, 
because  equally  contradictory,  to  assume  that  the  divine  Sub- 
stance, while  originally,  and  in  itself,  one  and  continuous,  has  dis- 
rupted itself,  for  the  building  of  the  world,  into  the  plurality  of 
the  manifold  atoms.  For  apart  from  the  question  whether  such 
an  act  is  conceivable  at  all,  still,  in  consequence  of  this  disruption, 
the  one  divine  force  with  the  unity  of  its  self -consciousness  would 
again  have  only  the  plural  and  diverse  atoms  for  its  support — 
the  contradiction  would  remain  the  same.  Finally,  it  is  just  as 
impossible  to  help  ourselves  with  another  theory  which  is 
sometimes  ventured,  viz:  that  the  atoms  are  not  material 
points,  but  have  a  like  spiritual  nature,  are  animated  by  the 
same  thought,  and,  in  a  joint  activity,  like  a  multitude  of  little 
gods,  have  built  up  the  world.  For  it  not  only  contradicts  all 
experience,  to  attribute  to  the  atoms,  without  distinction,  per- 
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ception,  consciousness,  thought;  but  it  is  also  self-contradictory 
to  assume,  that  beings  which  are  qualitatively  diflferent  and  are 
furnished  with  diverse  conditioned  forces,  could  be  moved  by 
one  and  the  same  thought,  and  work  together  for  the  realiza- 
tion of  oae  purpose."  (S.  520.)  That  is,  we  cannot  view  the 
conditioned  as  a  part  of  the  unconditioned ;  because  the  con- 
ception involves  irreconcilable  contradictions.  Matter  and  its 
forces  are  all  conditioned,  and  hence  cannot  be  independent  or 
eternal  With  this  proof,  materialism  loses  all  scientific  value 
as  a  philosophy.  No  more  can  they  be  viewed  as  emanations 
from  the  absolute ;  the  moment  we  attempt  to  think  out  this 
proposition,  we  meet  insuperable  difficulties,  which  make  the 
pantheistic  theory  untenabla  There  is  only  one  other  alterna- 
tive— that  of  creation,  in  the  purest  and  strongest  sense  of  the 
word     But  what  if  this,  too,  should  land  us  in  contradiction  ? 

The  notion  of  a  creation  from  nothing  has  always  been  a 
great  scandal  to  philosophers,  many  of  whom,  as  Sir  Wm. 
Hamilton,  have  not  hesitated  to  declare  it  a  pure  impossibility ; 
and  yet  if  we  banish  it,  pantheism  seems  to  be  the  inevitable 
consequence.  To  escape  this  danger,  Mr.  Martineau,  in  one  of 
his  collected  essays,  suggests  that  matter,  as  simple  resistance,' 
should  be  viewed  as  a  kind  of  datum  objective  to  God,  and 
constituting  an  eternal  object  of  his  activity.  The  author  on 
purely  philosophical  grounds  disputes  the  pretended  impossi- 
bility ;  and  shows,  first,  that  the  same  difficulties  lie  against 
both  the  atheistic  and  pantheistic  theories ;  and,  next,  that  the 
difliculties  vanish  upon  examination. 

As  materialists  even,  we  cannot  escape  the  notion  of  a  crea- 
tion out  of  nothing ;  "  for  upon  closer  examination,  every  event, 
every  working,  every  motion  irresistibly  demands  it  For 
suppose  we  should  lead  the  present  condition  of  the  world  back 
to  the  motions  of  an  original  manifold  of  atoms,  still  is  this 
motion  absolutely  unthinkable  without  the  assumption  of  a 

prime  -  mover Every  commencement  of  motion, 

every  causal  motion,  is  necessarily  self-motion ;  and  every  pure 
self-motion  is  in  fact  a  creation  out  of  nothing.  For  the  mo- 
tion which  originates  from  no  other,  but  from  and  through 
itself,  is  an  absolute  beginning  which  has  nothing  for  its  ante- 
cedent    .     .    .     And  if  the  prime-mover  has  the  power  to 
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cancel  the  dead  rest,  the  negation  of  motion,  and  bring  about 
a  first  motion ;  we  can  with  the  same  right  attribute  to  it  the 
power  to  cancel  the  negation  of  things,  that  is,  to  create  the 
world  out  of  nothing.  For  the  one  is  just  as  unthinkable  as 
the  other."    (S.  688) 

It  fares  no  better  with  the  pantheist  in  his  attempt  to  escape 
the  doctrine  of  creation.  He  conceives  that  the  one  absolute 
substance  sundered  itself  in  some  way  or  other  into  the  diver- 
sity of  the  actual  world.  But,  '*  how  one  and  the  same  sub- 
stance could  divide  itself  into  diverse  substances  is,  at  least, 
full  as  inconceivable  as  a  creation  out  of  nothing ;  since,  indeed, 
the  diversity  of  the  substances  proceeds  from  their  pure  iden- 
tity, therefore  from  the  negation  of  all  diversity,  consequently 
from  nothing.  What  difference  does  it  make  whether  we 
assume  that  the  diverse  substances  proceed  from  the  absolute 
unity  of  God  or  are  posited  by  Him  ?"  (S.  649.)  No  pantheist 
would  assume  that  the  present  determinations,  powers,  and 
quantities  of  things  existed,  as  such,  in  God ;  yet  if  not,  then, 
in  their  origination,  there  was  a  passage  from  their  not  being  to 
their  being — that  is,  a  creation.  The  pantheist  may  object  that 
they  existed  potentially  in  God,  but  this  can  only  mean  that 
God  had  the  power  to  produce  them.  But,  as  such,  they  did 
not  exist,  and  when  they  were  brought  forth,  that  which  before 
was  not,  was  made  to  be.  But  this  is  all  that  the  theist  under- 
stands by  creation.  "  We  by  no  means  contest  the  principle : 
out  of  nothing,  nothing  comea  We  must  assert,  however, 
that  it  lacks  the  dignity  of  a  logical  law,  according  to  which 
our  thinking  must  proceed.  It  is  much  more  a  limitation  of 
our  thought,  because  of  which  we  a.re  unable  to  repi-esent  the 
origination  of  a  thing  which  does  not  yet  exist  But  such 
an  origination  in  nowise  contradicts  the  two  logical  laws  of 
our  thinking.  For  the  law  of  identity  and  of  contradiction 
determines  only  .that  we  must  think  A= A  and  cannot  think 
A=non'A;  and  the  law  of  causality  only  says  that  all  that 
happens  or  becomes  .  .  must  have  a  cause  of  its  happen- 
ing or  becoming.  The  first  law,  therefore,  only  demands  that 
nothing  (if  it  were  thinkable)  must  be  thought  as  nothing, 
something  as  something,  this  as  not  that  iic  The  second  law 
demands  that,  when  anything  originates,  no  matter  how  or 
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whence,  a  cause  of  its  origination  be  assumed.  But  a  cause  is 
present,  when  through  any  force  whatever  a  negation  is  can- 
celled and  a  something  put  iu  its  placa  In  truljli,  therefore, 
the  sentence,  out  of  nothing  comes  nothing,  ha8>been  fidsely 
opposed  to  the  notion  of  creation,  as  if  the  two  were  logically 
incompatible.  The  notion  of  creation  in  nowise  involves  that 
something  oomes  out  of  nothing,  or  that  nothing  of  itself  passes 
into  something ;  but  that  through  something,  God,  the  nega- 
tion of  the  world  is  cancelled,  and  thereby  the  world  estab- 
lished. Only  the  sentence,  something  is  originated  by  nothing, 
would  contradict  the  laws  of  causation,  and  render  the  notion 
of  creation  impossible.  But  this  notion  in  nowise  affirms  that 
something  is  produced  by  nothing ;  but  rather  that  through 
God  the  world  was  originated.  And  to  this  assertion  it  is 
plainly  impossible  to  oppose  either  the  maxim,  from  nothing 
comes  nothing,  or  any  logical  law  whatever.  For  it  lies  neither 
in  the  principle  of  identity  and  contradiction,  nor  in  the  law  of 
causation  or  the  sufficient  ground,  that  the  through  (the  causal 
power)  is  not  sufficient  for  the  prodaction  of  anything,  but  that 
an  (mt-of  (a  stuff)  must  be  also  added."    (S.  661.) 

"  By  the  Word  of  the  Lord  were  the  heavens  made."  By 
His  power  that  which  was  not,  was  made  to  be.  The  notion 
involves  no  contradiction ;  all  that  can  be  said  is  that  it  is 
incomprehensible.  This  is  indeed  true,  but  we  are  beset  on 
every  side  with  incomprehensibilities.  Every  change,  every 
event,  every  becoming  involves  riddles  which  neither  philoso- 
phy nor  science  can  answer.  We  know  the  fact  and  nothing 
more.  Who  can  tell  how,  from  the  union  of  oxygen  and 
hydrogen,  water  can  be  produced  ?  What  science  can  make  it 
in  the  slightest  degree  comprehensible?  Who  knows  what 
happens  with  these  gases  when  they  suddenly  lose  all  their 
peculiar  properties,  exchange  their  powers  of  repulsion  for  the 
contradictory  ones  of  attraction,  and  that  too  under  the 
influence  of  a  force  of  repulsion  (heat)  ?  Who  has  the 
slightest  insight  into  the  sudden  production,  through  these 
incomprehensible  processes,  of  qualities  which  did  not  exist 
before  ?  We  see  the  fact  and  are  forced  to  admit  it,  but  all 
attempts  fail  to  explain  or  comprehend  it  Now  we  are  in  no 
worse  position  with  reference  to  the  doctrine  of  creation.    It 
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involves  no  contradiction,  and  is  hence  possible.  It  does 
involve  incomprehensibilities,  but  so  does  every  fact  The 
opposing  theories  of  atheism  and  pantheism  involve,  first,  the 
same  difficulties,  and  second,  involve  also  decided  and  insupera- 
ble contradictions.  It  is,  then,  impossible  to  hold  them  in  the 
light  of  clear  and  steady  thought  We  must,  then,  admit  the 
only  remaining  doctrine,  as  one  which,  while  we  cannot  explain 
or  comprehend  it,  must  still  be  held  as  the  only  lasting  plan 
upon  which  our  thought  can  rest 

In  the  section  upon  the  relation  of  Gkxi  to  the  world,  the 
author  seems  at  times  to  waver  a  little  in  his  determination  not 
to  construct  the  absolute  a  priori.  Along  with  much  acute 
criticism,  the  a  priori  conception  of  the  absolute  sometimes  pre- 
sents itself  We  agreed,  at  the  start,  to  determine  the  content 
of  this  notion  entirely  from  the  facts  of  experience,  as  inter- 
preted by  the  laws  of  thought  By  a  rigorous  interpretation 
of  these  facts,  in  accordance  with  these  laws,  we  find  ourselves 
forced  to  assume  the  existence  of  an  omnipresent,  ever-work- 
ing supernatural  Force,  who  once  established,  and  now  co- 
ordinates and  controls,  all  nature  according  to  the  methods  of  a 
rational  mind.  This  is  the  only  content  which  the  facts  war- 
rant us  in  putting  into  the  notion  of  the  absolute :  and  this 
content  we  are  forced  to  attribute  to  it  We  hardly  think  it 
necessary,  therefore,  to  answer  the  objection  (p.  662)  that  the 
absolute  must  necessarily  be  the  one  and  only  being.  For  by 
the  law  of  causation,  we  cannot  view  a  thing  as  at  once  cause 
and  effect ;  hence  for  the  conditioned  existences  of  nature,  we 
are  forced  to  assume  an  unconditioned  existence  separate  from 
them.  What  need,  then,  to  reply  to  the  objection,  which  can 
only  be  raised  by  the  theoriser  on  the  a  priori  conception  of 
the  absolute,  that  the  absolute  must  be  the  only  being,  when 
we  are  forced  to  conceive  the  absolute  as  distinct  from  the  con- 
ditioned. Equally  unnecessary  is  it,  fix^m  our  point  of  view,  to 
reply  to  the  objection  (s.  664)  that  the  absolute  as  such  ex- 
cludes all  relativity ;  and  therefore  can  stand  in  no  relation  to 
the  world.  This  objection  is  completely  answered  when  we 
remember  that  we  know  the  absolute  only  in  relation  and  in 
causal  relation.  There  is  no  warrant  for  believing  in  an  abso- 
lute which  excludes  all  relatioa     We  postulate  the  absolute 
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for  the  express  purpose  of  standing  in  causal  relation  to  the 
conditioned  fects  of  nature ;  and  it  would  be  a  strange  piece  of 
ingratitude,  if,  after  we  have  affirmed  it  upon  the  sole  authority 
of  the  relative,  it  should  now  grow  proud  and  disclaim  all  pos- 
sibility of  connection  with  the  relativa  In  that  case,  the  abso- 
lute and  not  the  relative  must  vanish ;  for  we  made  the  former 
only  to  support  the  latter ;  and  if  it  refuses  to  do  so,  it  is  not 
worth  keeping.  The  same  reply  holds  for  the  objection  con- 
sidered (s.  665)  that  the  relativity  of  God  and  the  world  in- 
volves the  dependence  of  the  former-  We  have  been  forced  to 
postulate  God  as  cause  and  world  as  effect ;  and  it  is  certainly 
a  remarkable  discovery  that  an  effect  can  in  any  wise  condition 
its  cause,  at  least  so  as  to  reduce  it  to  dependence  We  first 
posit  the  effect  in  absolute  dependence  upon  its  cause,  and 
then  suggest  that  such  a  relation  is  destructive  of  the  latter's 
independence  I  The  question  (&  666)  whether  the  existence 
of  the  world  is  compatible  with  the  infinity  and  eternity  of 
God,  is  equally  inadmissible,  for  whatever  content  these  words 
may  have,  it  must  be  determined  entirely  from  the  facts. 
Surely  to  reason  from  the  finite  to  the  infinite,  and  then,  after 
having  reached  the  infinite  by  the  aid  of  the  finite,  to  insist 
that  the  latter  is  irreconcilable  with  the  former,  is  a  queer 
specimen  of  logic.  Objections  drawn  from  the  notion  of  the 
omnipotence  of  the  absolute  move  us  less  yet  A  moment's 
reflection  upon  the  way  in  which  we  come  to  this  notion, 
relieves  it  of  all  difficulty.  The  facts  of  experience  compel  us 
to  assume  a  power  above  all  and  which  controls  all ;  but  there 
is  no  warrant  for  believing  in  that  wretched  concoction  of  con- 
tradictory nonsense  which  can  accomplish  with  equal  ease  the 
reasonable  and  the  unreasonable,  the  thinkable  and  the  un- 
thinkable, the  possible  and  the  impossibla  We  by  no  means 
assert  that  the  author  does  not  give  sufficient  answers  to  these 
questions ;  on  the  contrary,  they  are  aU  acute  and  convincing. 
We  do  think,  however,  that  a  shorter  way  was  possibla  All 
these  questions  are  inadmissible  from  our  standpoint  They 
all  rest  upon  an  a  priori  construction  of  the  absolute,  which  we 
have  seen  to  be  impossible.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  to  all  such 
objections  that  they  are  based  on  subjective  nonsense,  which 
has  been  mistaken  for  objective  fact 
VOL.  XXXIII.  48 
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See,  then,  the  point  to  which  we  have  come.  We  began  by 
listening  to  science  as  it  expounded  its  first  principles  and  its 
conclusions.  We  found  them  very  unsatisfactory,  and  in  sad 
need  of  rectification.  The  notions  of  matter  and  force,  and  of 
their  mutual  relations,  were  seen  to  be  utterly  indefinite  and  in 
many  cases  contradictory.  Upon  inquiring  into  the  teachings 
of  science  concerning  the  atoms,  we  again  found  much  that 
was  unthinkable,  while  the  so-called  explanations  turned  out, 
upon  examination,  to  be  only  subjective  confusion.  We  next 
found  that  scientific  theories  all  postulate  something  above  the 
conditioned  forces  with  which  science  deals.  Indeed,  we  are 
compelled  to  postulate  an  omnipresent,  ever-active  Intelligence, 
who  is  not  only  author,  but  also  administrator,  of  the  steady 
laws  of  nature.  Instead  of  the  deistic  conception  of  God  as 
apart  from  the  world,  we  find  ourselves  forced  to  assume  not 
only  that  by  Him  are  all  things,  but  also  that  in  Him  are  all 
things.  The  attempt  to  make  mechanically  intelligible  the 
phenomena  of  nature,  was  seen  to  be  an  utter  failure ;  while 
the  notion  of  an  eternal  mechanism  was  found  to  be  a  contra- 
diction. How  the  phenomena  of  nature  are  produced,  no 
science  can  tell ;  we  know  but  this :  the  Power  from  whom 
nature  flows  works  intelligently,  and  according  to  the  methods 
of  a  rational  mind.  We  are  forced  to  conceive  it  as  intelligent 
self-conscious,  and  personal  In  the  attempt  to  think  out  this 
conception,  we  found  that  it  does,  indeed,  involve  incompre- 
hensibilities, but  no  contradiction,  and  that  it  is  the  only  con- 
ception which  does  not  involve  insuperable  contradiction,  and 
the  only  one  upon  which  our  thought  can  rest 

We  cannot  follow  the  author  in  his  proof  that  science  postu- 
lates God  not  only  as  free  and  intelligent,  but  also  as  having 
an  ethical  nature.  The  discussion  of  the  relation  of  God  to 
humanity,  of  the  old  problem  of  evil  and  its  bearing  upon 
God's  power  and  goodness,  and  of  the  vexed  question  of  free- 
dom, must  also  be  omitted.  Indeed,  we  have  given  only  the 
faintest  hints  of  the  author's  extended  discussions.  But  if  any 
one  wishes  to  see  how  confused  the  metaphysics  of  physics  are, 
and  how  weak  its  atheistic  arguments,  we  commend  to  him  this 
work  as  a  storehouse  of  scientific  &cts,  of  acute  criticism,  and 
of  just  speculation. 
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Abuclb  m— ESCHATOLOGY  OF  THE  OLD  TESTAMENT. 

The  want  of  a  consistent  and  satisfactory  view  of  the  escha- 
tology  of  the  Old  Testament  has  been  widely  felt  To  avoid 
certain  traditional  errors  which  are  fraught  with  serious  mis- 
chief, we  have  run  into  anomalies  of  interpretation  which  have 
the  appearance  of  caprice  or  of  subterfuga  It  is  time  to  open 
the  question  again,  whether  it  is  not  possible  to  carry  a  uni- 
form system  of  interpretation  through  the  Bible  without 
violating  tbe  unity  of  its  doctrina  To  offer  some  suggestions 
pertinent  to  this  inquiry  will  be  the  object  of  the  present 
Article. 

PIBST  PBESBNTATION. 

The  first  mention  of  death  ia  in  the  law  of  Eden.  Man  is 
presented  to  view  as  made  in  the  image  of  his  Gk)d,  and  but  a 
little  lower  than  the  angela  The  penalty  of  death  is  denounced 
to  hold  him  back  from  disobedienca 

FIliST  KEGESSARY  CONCEPTIONS. 

His  conceptions  of  death  as  thus  denounced,  so  long  as  his; 
innocence  remained,  must  have  been  wholly  dark.  It  carried 
with  it,  of  course,  the  displeasure  of  God ;  and  he  knew  noth- 
ing of  the  dispensation  of  mercy  kept  in  reserva  We  cannot 
suppose  that  the  sense  of  immortality  in  man,  as  at  first  en> 
dowed  by  his  Creator,  and  in  his  condition  of  sinless  purity,, 
was  weaker  than  in  the  best  of  his  descendanta 

Dying,  then,  as  a  penal  consequence  of  sin,  could  not  have 
seemed  to  him  any  thing  less  than  a  painful  exit  from  the 
known  to  the  unknown ;  from  the  enjoyable  to  the  terribla 
Some  sort  of  a  death-realm  was  inseparable  from  the  thought 
Some  of  the  miseries  of  that  death-realm  must  have  been  ob- 
vious to  his  mind ;  such  as  the  loss  of  a  foot-hold  in  the  visi- 
ble, the  privation  of  known  good,  the  possibility  of  unknown 
evil,  the  distance  of  self-baniahment  from  Gbd,  the  pangs  of 
conscious  guilt,  and  that  fear  of  God  **  which  hath  torment" 
In  brief,,  the  sentence  *'  dying  thou  shalt  die,"  as  he  must  have 
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apprehended  it,  meant  thou  shalt  suffer  the  pains  of  dying,  and 
the  known  and  unknown  miseries  of  a  death-realm. 

CHANGS  C0K8BQUSNT  UPON  THE  APOSTASY. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  our  purpose  to  insist  on  either  of  the 
different  explanations  that  have  been  offered  of  the  divine 
communication  that  attended  the  expulsion  from  paradise.  So 
much  as  this  seems  to  have  been  substantially  admitted 
by  all.  There  was  at  least  a  partial  execution  of  the  penalty. 
But  the  order  was  inverted.  Some  of  the  dread  horrors  of 
the  untried  death-realm  came  in  advance  and  seized  upon  the 
human  pair  at  once.  To  that  extent,  the  soul  passed  from  life 
to  death :  it  lost  communion  with  God,  and  felt  the  misery  of 
conscious  guilt  The  body  took  its  death-wound  with  a  limited 
lease  of  life.  Under  this  modification  of  the  sentence,  the 
economy  of  redemption  was  introduced.  This  brings  back  the 
promise  of  life  to  the  soul,  and  ultimate  resunection  to  the 
body.  Under  this  economy  comes  the  conflict  between  right- 
eousness and  sin.  The  sentence,  "Dust  thou  art,  and  unto diist 
shalt  thou  return,"  stands  as  the  permanent  doom  of  the  race. 
The  body  perishes  as  at  first  decreed.  How  stands  the  case 
now  with  the  soul  ?  Is  there  any  deliverance  from  the  death- 
realm?  If  so,  with  what  conditions  and  limitations?  Is  the 
promise,  at  best,  only  that  of  a  partial  relief  from  the  darkness 
and  horrors  of  that  state,  or  is  it  that  of  a  prompt  and  com- 
plete deliverance  ?  Is  there  any  lifting  off  of  the  divine  dis- 
pleasure for  this  tife  ?  Even  Balaam  saw  that  it  must  make  a 
vast  difference  with  every  individual  whether  his  life,  and 
equally  whether  his  death,  should  be  under  Gbd's  smile  or 
under  his  frown.  In  what  relation  does  the  so\il  stand  to  God 
in  the  one  case,  and  in  the  other,  and  what  is  the  issue  ?  How 
is  it  presented  in  the  Hebrew  Scriptures  ?  Is  there  a  oonsifit- 
ent  and  uniform  representation  of  the  matter  ?  Can  the  shade 
of  a  Kmbus  patrum,  that  under  various  thin  disguises  is  ever 
and  anon  thrusting  itself  forward  in  the  interpretations  that  are 
given  of  the  Old  Testament,  be  successfiilly  laid,  and  the  whole 
Word  of  God  be  shown  to  be  in  entire  harmony  on  this  sub- 
ject 
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1.  Prominent  among  these  are  some  of  the  obscure  render- 
ings of  the  current  translation  ;  and  some  that  are  worse  than 
obscura  In  no  other  line  of  important  doctrine  is  our  trans- 
lation so  faulty  as  in  this.  Some  proofs  of  this  will  appear  in 
these  pages.  To  this  is  due  much  of  the  prevalent  impression 
that  the  Old  Testament  does  not  appeal  to  motives  derived 
from  the  future  world,  and  teaches  very  doubtfully,  if  at  all, 
that  there  is  a  future  stata  An  educated  and  thoughtful 
Christian  layman  recently  stated  to  the  writer  that  this  was  his 
impression  derived  fix)m  the  study  of  the  Old  Testament 

2.  The  comparative  frequency  with  which  we  find  good  men 
in  the  Old  Testament  speaking  gloomily  of  their  prospects  be- 
yond the  present  lifa 

8.  The  dogma  so  widely  believed  to  be  taught  in  the  Scrip- 
tures, that  Christ  descended  into  helL 

4.  A  needless  confusion  in  regard  to  the  primary  and  ruling 
idea  of  the  death-realm. 

COMMOJT  GEtOUNDS. 

1.  It  will  be  admitted  by  all  that  there  is  a  clear,  sharply 
drawn  line  of  discrimination  between  the  righteous  and  the 
wicked.  This  is  quite  as  marked  and  striking  in  the  Old  Tes- 
tament as  in  the  New.  It  begins  in  Eden,  where  we  see  man 
upright,  and  man  fallen ;  it  re-appeata  in  the  history  of  Cain 
and  Abelf  and  Noah,  and  Abraham ;  we  are  especially  struck 
with  its  broad  delineation  in  the  plea  ftr  Sodom,  both  in 
Abraham's  petitions  and  God's  answers ;  and  we  nowhere  lose 
sight  of  it  from  Genesis  to  Malachl 

No  other  distinction  is  so  fiimiliar  and  so  constant  as  this. 

2.  There  is  a  vein  of  admonition  running  through  the 
Hebrew  Scriptures  that  implies  consequences  beyond  those 
that  come  in  the  present  life.  It  will  be  sufficient  here  to 
point  to  two  classes  of  admonitory  representations  the  meaning 
of  which  cannot  easily  be  mistaken.  The  one  class  shows  us 
a  death  denounced  against  the  wicked  (Deut.  xxx,  15,  19 ; 
Prov.  viii,  86,  and  xiv,  2 ;  Ezek.  xviii,  20,  28,  81,  82,  and 
xxxiii,  8,  9, 11),  from  which  the  righteous  are  expressly  ex- 
empted, and  from  which  the  wicked  are  exhorted  to  escape  by 
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turning  from  their  evil  ways— a  second  death  as  clearly  revealed 
in  the  Old  Testament  as  in  the  New.  The  other  class  points 
to  a  future  existence  in  the  sense  of  a  hereafter  ;*  sometimes 
distinctly  a  hereafter  of  menace  for  the  wicked,  and  sometimes 
as  distinctly  a  hereafter  of  promise  for  the  righteoua  The  fol- 
lowing familiar  examples  should  not  be  overlooked.  "  Let  me 
die  the  death  of  the  righteous,  and  let  my  hereafter  be  like 
his."  (Num.  xxiii,  10.)  "  O  that  they  were  wise,  that  they  un- 
derstood this,  that  they  would  consider  their  hereafter."  (Deut 
xxxii,  29.  See  also  xxxii,  20.)  *^  Mark  the  perfect  man,  and 
behold  the  upright ;  for  the  hereafter  of  that  man  is  peace. 
But  the  transgressors  shall  be  destroyed  together ;  the  hereafter 
of  the  wicked  (i.  e.,  the  blessed  hereafter  that  might  have  been 
his)  shall  be* cut  oflF."  (Ps.  xxxvii,  87,  38.)  ''There  is  a  way 
that  seemeth  right  unto  a  man,  but  its  hereafter  are  the  ways 
of  deatL"  (Prov.  xiv,  12.)  "  Be  thou  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord 
all  the  day  long ;  for  surely  there  is  a  hereafter,  and  thine  ex- 
pectation shall  not  be  cut  off"  (Prov.  xxiii,  17,  18.)  "So 
shall  the  knowledge  of  wisdom  be  unto  thy  soul  (i.  e.,  sweet)  ; 
when  thou  hast  arrived  at  it,  then  there  shall  be  a  hereafter  ; 
and  thine  expectation  shall  not  be  cut  off."  (Prov.  xxiv,  14.) 
"  Neither  be  thou  envious  at  the  wicked  ;  for  there  shall  be  no 
(blessed)  hereafter  to  the  evil  man."    (Prov.  xxiv,  19,  50.) 

This  kind  of  admonition  has  other  and  more  striking  forms, 
which  will  appear  in  another  line  of  argument  Enough  for 
the  present  that  we  may  claim,  as  generally  conceded  points, 
this  uniform  and  unambiguous  "  discerning  between  the  right- 
eous and  the  wicked,"  and  this  carrying  of  the  discrimination 
onward  in  consequences  that  reach  beyond  the  present  life. 
We  have  a  right  to  infer  that  the  teachings  of  the  Hebrew 
Scriptures,  when  rightly  understood,  will  all  fall  mto  line  with 
these,  and  only  serve  to  render  the  doctrine  more  emphatic  and 
clear.  Let  us  see  whether  this  straight  path  can  be  found 
through  the  labyrinth  that  has  seemed  so  formidable. 

*  For  this,  translation  of  nnrtt,  the  reader  of  the  Hebrew  will  find  ample  war- 
rant in  its  derivation  (from  irw)  and  its  constant  use  in  the  sense  of  aftar-pairi,  or 
loBtpartf  (of  things)  and  end  or  event  (of  any  course  of  things)  and  final  lot,  as  in 
Prov.  y,  4,  where  it  is  said  of  the  adultereto  "  her  end  is  hitter; "  i.  e.,  the  end  to 
which  she  brings  those  whom  she  seduoea— their  >fna/  loL 
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The  Hebrew  Scriptures  present  nearly  all  the  points  which 
it  will  be  found  necessary  to  discuss,  in  connection  with  the 
following  words  ;  niD  (death),  hiv^  (hades,  the  death-realm),  nioSy 
(death-shade),  pl3K  (destruction),  CTMn  (the  shades,  inhabitants 
of  hades),  ma  (pit),  and  'inn  (the  lower  regions).  Between  these 
there  is  an  intimate  connection  ;  especially  the  first  two :  lead- 
ing occasionally  to  something  like  interchange  and  the  appear- 
ance of  identity.  This  grows  out  of  the  penal  quality  of  death 
in  the  original  doom  of  sin.  Death  in  that  sense  was  not  com- 
plete without  the  death-realm;  it  opened  the  door  to  that 
realm,  and  as  a  monarch,  held  dominion  in  that  realm.  The 
introducing  of  the  soul  to  that  realm  was  only  the  beginning 
of  his  work.  In  this  sense  the  redeeming  work  of  Christ 
brought  relief  and  deliverance  from  death  to  the  righteous  ;  he 
took  away  the  penalty  ;  he  '*  abolished  death  and  brought  life 
and  immortality  to  light"  It  was  only  the  dissolution  of  the 
body  that  remained  for  the  righteous.  But  being  attended 
with  the  phenomena  of  death, — ^being  a  true  death  as  regards 
the  body,  the  name  was  retained ;  applied  as  we  constantly  do 
in  other  things,  when  we  put  the  part  for  the  whole.  A  famil- 
iar example  is  seen  in  our  use  of  the  word  man.  We  com- 
monly mean  the  man  complete,  body  and  soul ;  we  sometimes 
mean  the  body  only,  as  when  we  look  upon  the  corpse  and 
say  the  man  is  dead ;  we  sometimes  mean  the  soul  only,  as 
when  we  say  the  man  is  greater  than  his  stature. 

So  death,  as  connected  with  the  present  investigation,  has 
three  meanings. 

1.  Its  entire  original  sense;  including  the  cessation  of  man's 
animal  life,  and  the  woes  of  the  death-realm  ;  a  g.,  "  I  have  no 
pleasure  in  the  death  of  the  wicked :  but  rather  that  he  turn 
from  his  evil  way  and  live." 

2.  The  physical  change  only :  or  that  which  comes  upon 
man  and  the  whole  animal  kingdom  alika  e.  g.,  "  He  will  be 
our  guide  even  unto  death." 

3.  The  miseries  of  the  death-realm,  e.  g.,  "  Her  house  is  the 
way  to  Sheol,  going  down  to  the  chambers  of  death." 

This  distinction,  though  not  new,  is  important  It  is  in  the 
first  sense  that  we  find  the  personification  of  niD  (death)  as  the 
master  of  Simb^  and  its  inhabitants.     This  is  a  mastery  in  which  • 
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he  is  seen  to  be  endowed  with  a  fearful  power  to  reach  over  into 
this  world  and  claim  his  own  among  the  living.  Disease  is  his 
servant  and  his  offspring ; — "the  first-bom  of  death."  He  has 
his  "  snares "  by  which  mortals  are  suddenly  caught  None 
but  God  can  **  redeem  men  from  his  power."  He  is  the  shep 
herd  of  Sheol  and  has  command  of  its  gates.  He  is  the  "  king 
of  terrors."  He  sweeps  through  the  world  as  if  he  had  an  un- 
restricted right,  and  might  gather  all  mankind  into  his  domain. 
But  when  he  lays  hold  upon  the  righteous,  he  is  met  by  one 
stronger  than  he,  and  his  victory  is  wrested  away  with  a  note 
of  triumph,  before  which  "  the  last  enemy  quails  " :  "  0  niD  I  will 
be  thy  plague,  O  SiW  I  will  be  thy  destruction."  Of  this 
triumph  the  New  Testament  has  at  once  its  echo  and  its  inter- 
pretation, "  O  ^avaroi^  where  is  thy  sting ;  O  adrji^  where  is 
thy  victory?" 

Having  found  niD  thus  located  in  his  own  realm  and  in  pos- 
session and  control  of  its  gates,  we  are  led  to  inquire  if  the 
Hebrew  Scriptures  contain  as  distinct  a  recognition  of  the 
domain ;  and  if  the  representations  of  it  can  be  cleared  of  am- 
biguity.    This  demands  some  account  of  the  name  ^vst. 

It  is  to  the  Hebrew  scholar  of  our  times  as  clearly  the  name 
of  an  identified  and  unmistakable  realm  as  is  Assyria  or 
Egypt  It  is  most  unfortunate  that  in  giving  us  our  noble 
English  Bible,  the  translators  did  not  place  this  word  among 
those  that  are  left  to  declare  their  own  meaning  by  their  use. 
Instead  of  this,  we  find  its  place  supplied  by  the  word  *'  keW! 
thirty -one  times,  by  the  word  ''''grave  "  thirty  one  times,  and  by 
the  word  "pit"  three  times :  there  being  sixty-five  instances  of 
its  use.  This  introduces  a  confusion  that  is  both  needless  and 
gratuitous,  besides  essentially  weakening  the  testimony  of  the 
Old  Testament  for  a  future  state.  *7iW  no  more  means  "  the 
grave"  in  the  Hebrew  Scriptures  than  does  hades  or  gehenna 
in  the  New  Testament,  or  orcus,  or  infernus  in  the  Latin  poets. 
The  Hebrew  has  a  word  nap  used  sixty-seven  times,  and  ni^ap 
used  fourteen  times  to  denote  "  the  grave  "  or  "  sepulcher"  No 
two  things  are  kept  more  distinct  than  the  receptacle  for  the 
body  and  the  abode  for  the  soul. 

The  lexicons  exhibit  no  confusion  hera  *7ft«ef  is  the  under- 
world, orcus,  hades,  the  abode  of  the  rephaim,  and  nothing  elsa 
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The  Septuagint  renders  it  sixty-one  times  by  adi/s,  twice  by 
Bavaro^,  and  has  two  lacunae  in  the  text  where  the  word  occurs ; 
where,  of  course,  we  obtain  no  testimony  in  either  direction. 
Thd  Vulgate,  renders  it  forty- eight  times  by  tnfemusj  and 
seventeen  times  by  inferus  or  inferi.  The  ancient  versions  are  in 
singular  harmony  in  regard  to  this  subject  They  know  no 
other  sense  or  meaning  for  the  word.  The  idea  of  locality  is 
prominent  But  this  is  in  such  harmony,  as  we  shall  see,  with 
our  necessary  moral  ideas,  that  we  may  well  believe  that  its 
origin  was  from  these.     This  brings  us  to  the  conception  of 
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That  the  Scriptures  agree  with  the  uniform  habit  of  the  an- 
cient world  in  locating  Sheol  in  a  vast  subterranean  space  com- 
parable to  that  of  the  open  heavens  above,  there  can  be  no 
doubt.  '^High  as  heaven,  what  canst  thou  know  ?  deeper  than 
Sheol,  what  canst  thou  do  ?  "  (Job  xi,  8.)  "  A  fire  is  kindled 
in  mine  anger  that  shall  bum  to  the  lowest  SheoL"  (Deut 
xxxii,  22.)  "  Though  they  dig  into  Sheol,  thence  shall  my 
hand  take  them :  though  they  climb  up  to  heaven,  thence  will 
I  bring  them  down."    (Amos  ix,  2.) 

The  same  divine  wisdom  that  did  not  contend  with  the  pre- 
vailing notions  of  mankind  in  regard  to  the  rising  and  setting 
of  the  sun,  left  undisturbed  the  universal  idea  as  to  the  location 
of  Sheol.  The  one  is  phenomenal — the  suggestion  of  external 
nature  through  the  senses.  The  other,  though  ideal,  is  not  the 
less  the  suggestion  of  our  inner  nature  and  its  inevitable  ex- 
pression. In  obedience  to  the  one,  even  philosophei*s,  and  men 
of  the  highest  intelligence,  will  continue,  as  long  as  time  shall 
last,  to  speak  of  the  sun  as  rising  and  setting.  And  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  other,  language  and  art  will  represent  hope  and 
faith  and  joy  in  God,  as  looking  upward ;  and  grief,  misery, 
fear,  guilt,  shame,  and  despair  as  looking  downward  ;  and  some- 
thing stronger  than  caprice  will  constrain  human  thought  and 
human  language  to  the  old  forms ;  and  mankind  will  continue 
to  say  and  to  write  **  up  to  heaven,"  and  "  down  to  hell." 

Modern  astronomy  has  brought  an  end  to  the  belief  in  a 
literal  underworld :  but  all  "  the  frightful  spaces  of  the  uni- 
verse" remain,   and  our  ignorance  of  the  locality  of  Sheol 
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abates  nothing  from  its  terrors.  It  rather  throws  us  back  into 
the  mental  state  indicated  by  the  most  obvious  etymology  of 
the  name;*  a  condition  of  irrepressible,  ever  starting,  but 
never  answered  inquiry.  Its  answer  lies  in  the  unfathoifaed 
purpose  and  infinite  resources  of  the  Almighty.  One  has  but 
to  read  what  the  best  Christian  writers  of  our  age  have  written 
on  this  subject,  to  feel  that  the  question  which  was  too  hard  for 
Job  (chap,  xxxviii,  17)  has  not  yet  become  irrelevant  Sheol 
has  not  yet  yielded  up  its  secrets,  its  gloom,  or  its  terrors  ;  "  the 
bottomless  pit "  has  not  been  sounded ;  the  light  of  human 
knowledge  has  not  penetrated  "  the  blackness  of  darkness  for- 
ever." 

Assuming  that  with  this  idea  of  locality,  the  Hebrew  Scrip- 
tures make  Sheol  the  death-realm  of  the  wicked,  we  should 
naturally  look  for  some  figurative  uses  of  the  word,  and  some 
examples,  in  which  with  an  obvious  recognition  of  its  primary 
meaning  it  would  yet  include  but  a  part  of  that  meaning.  An 
illustration  (X}cars  in  the  first  name  that  is  applied  to  God, 
Elohim.  Its  most  familiar  and  constant  use  is  as  the  name  of 
the  only  living  and  true  Goi  Yet  we  find  it  used  to  denote 
the  idols  worshiped  by  the  heathen  and  applied  to  princes  who 
receive  a  qualified  worship  from  their  fellow-men. 

It  is  easy  to  trace  the  process  of  thought  by  which  the  word 
passed  to  these  inferior  uses — dropping  out,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, everything  that  belongs  to  God,  except  the  worship  ren- 
dered ;  and  in  the  second  instance  dropping  out  even  from  the 
worship  that  which  is  properly  divine. 

So  we  find  Sheol  used  commonly  with  the  complete  and 
most  inclusive  meaning  of  the  underworld  to  which  the  wicked 
are  consigned  at  death  ;  secondly,  dropping  everything  but  the 
locality,  as  we  sometimes  speak  of  a  country  without  including 
its  inhabitants ;  and  thirdly,  with  the  license  of  poetry  drop- 
ping everything  that  is  properly  characteristic  of  Sheol  except 
its  darkness  and  silence  as  contrasted  with  the  feverish  activity 
and  turmoil  of  the  present  life  ;  and  so  very  nearly  the  equiva- 
lent of  death  in  its  lowest  or  physical  sense.  With  these  dis- 
tinctions in  mind,  we  shall  find  the  subject  cleared  of  many  of 

*  See  note  of  Pro!  Taylor  Lewis,  p.  585  of  Lang^a  Commentary  on  Genesis, 
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its  difficulties,  and  the  way  opened  to  an  easy  solution  of  the 
rest 

Before  entering  upon  these,  let  us  look  at  those  oompanion 
words  of  Sheol  that  have  been  already  mentioned.  We  have 
found  death  enthroned  in  his  own  realm,  and  in  possession  and 
control  of  its  gatea  It  would  not  be  strange  if  we  should  find 
his  kingdom  in  a  sense  mapped  down,  and  some  one  or  more 
features  of  it  boldly  delineated.  Something  like  this  appears 
in  the  discovery  of  an  inner  province  of  the  death-realm ;  per- 
haps we  may  better  say  an  inner  dungeon  ;  for  it  has  its  doors. 
(Job  xxxviii,  17.)    Its  name 

occurs  in  the  Hebrew  Scriptures  eighteen  times.  As  it  is 
always  translated,  it  is  commonly  passed  with  no  distinct  recog- 
nition. The  most  familiar  attribute  of  Sheol  is  darkness. 
Job  could  not  make  it  dark  enough.  He  called  it  "  a  land  of 
darkness  as  darkness  itsel£''  The  New  Testament  calls  it  **  the 
blackness  of  darkness  forever."  Yet  the  Hebrew  Scriptures 
had  something  to  be  added  to  this  to  make  the  idea  of  the 
death-realm  complete.  They  lead  us  to  look  within  upon  a 
lower  deep ;  a  gorge  or  prison  of  such  unearthly  terrors  that  it 
seemed  to  be  under  the  special  brooding  of  death.  '*  Have  the 
gates  of  death  been  opened  to  thee  ?  or  hast  thou  seen  the 
doors  of  Tzahnavelh  ?" 

This  home  of  the  deepest  horrors  of  the  death-realm  is  a 
ready  resource  of  the  sacred  writers  when  the  boldest  possible 
imagery  is  required  to  set  forth  a  condition  of  gloom  and  mis- 
ery on  earth — very  much  as  when  we  are  led  to  speak  of  "  a 
hell  upon  earth."  Thus  when  Job  would  show  what  an  enemy 
the  daylight  is  to  the  house-breaker  and  the  robber,  he  says 
"  The  morning  is  to  them  even  as  Tzalmaveih ;  if  one  discover 
them,  they  are  in  the  terrors  of  Tzalmavethy  A  hyperbole 
that  leaves  us  no  possible  conception  of  a  bolder  figure  of  speech. 

The  twenty-third  psalm  gains  vastly  in  intensity  if  we  recog- 
nize the  presence  of  the  same  imagery  there.  The  sacred 
writer  had  just  called  to  mind  the  goodness  of  the  Great  Shep- 
herd in  restoring  his  soul.  Whether  this  was  a  restoration  from 
sickness,  in  which  he  had  been  brought  near  to  death,  or  a 
spiritual  restoration  from  a  condition  in  which  "  the  pains  of 
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Sheol  got  hold  on  him,"  it  was  alike  natural  that  in  this  joyous 
outburst  of  faith  he  should  declare  himself  ready  to  trust  the 
Lord  in  greater  straits ;  even  the  greatest  the  mind  can  conceiva 
His  imagination  runs  on  beyond  all  that  is  dark  in  this  world, 
and  braves  the  terrors  of  the  most  fearful  glen  of  Sheol.  "  Yea 
though  I  walk  through  the  valley  of  TxahnaveOi  I  will  fear  do 
evil ;  for  thou  art  with  me."  A  faith  like  that  which  was  ex- 
pressed by  the  fervid  preacher  who  declared  that  "  the  believ- 
ing soul  could  stand  without  fear  over  the  dreadful  gulf  of  hell 
upon  a  single  promise." 

We  glance  at  another  name  which  has  also  its  importance,  as 
it  presents  the  death-realm  under  another  aspect  It  is  recog- 
nized in  the  New  Testament,  and  declared  to  be  the  name  of 
the  angel  of  the  bottomless  pit,  called  in  the  Hebrew  tongue 
^A/SadScor,  This  name  in  the  Old  Testament  is  translated  de- 
struction. Derived  from  the  verb  lan,  "  to  lose  oneself,  to  be 
lost,  to  wander  about,  to  perish,  to  be  destroyed,  to  be  misera- 
ble," &c.,  it  seems  to  be  very  nearly  the  equivalent  of  Sheol, 
and  was  doubtless  intended  to  present  that  world  specifically  as 
the  abode  of  the  lost  We  find  it  in  such  expressions  as  these : 
'*Sheol  and  Avaddon  are  never  full."  (Prov.  xxvii,  20.)  "Sheol 
and  A  vaddon  are  before  the  Lord. "  (Prov.  x v,  1 1.)  "  Shall  thy 
loving  kindness  be  declared  in  Sheol ;  or  thy  faithMness  in 
Avaddon  ?"  (Ps.  Ixxxviii,  11.)  "  Sheol  is  naked  before  him,  and 
Avaddon  hath  no  covering. "  (Job  xxvi,  6.)  "  Death  and  Avad- 
don say,  we  have  heard  the  feme  thereof  with  our  ears."  (Job 
xxviii,  22.) 

lil 

Of  this  word,  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  while  it  has  many 
applications  to  pits  and  excavations  that  are  of  human  origin, 
there  are  also  unmistakable  examples  of  its  use  in  the  sense  of 
Sheol  (a  g.,  Ps.  Ixxxviii,  6,  and  Prov.  xxviii,  17),  and  those 
numerous  instances  in  which  the  expression  occurs,  "  them  that 
go  down  to  the  pit" 

This  word  is  repeatedly  used  in  connection  with  pn  in  such 
a  way  as  clearly  to  identify  it  with  Sheol  (a  g.,  Ps,  Ixiii,  10 ; 
Ezek.  xxxi,  14,  16,  18,  and  xxxii,  18,  24). 
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With  these  various  designations  of  the  death-realm  before 
us,  we  are  prepared  for  some  glimpse  of  its  inhabitants.  But 
these,  too,  elude  the  common  reader  in  our  English  Bible. 
Perhaps  the  difficulty  encountered  by  the  translators  was  to 
find  an  English  word  that  would  not  convey  a  heathen  idea. 
Why  not,  then,  give  us  Bephaim  as  well  as  cherubim  ?  A  gloss- 
ary would  have  sufficed  to  render  the  one  intelligible  as  well 
as  the  other.  Indeed,  several  of  the  passages  in  which  it  occurs 
would  determine  for  us,  by  their  obvious  sense,  what  the  mean- 
ing must  be :  e.  g.,  "  Sheol  from  beneath  is  moved  at  thy  com- 
ing ;  it  stirreth  up  the  rephaim  for  thee.  .  .  .  They  also  shall 
speak  and  say  unto  thee,  'art  thou  also  become  weak  as  we?' " 
"Wilt  thou  show  wonders  to  the  dead?  Shall  the  rephaim 
arise  and  praise  thee  ?"  "  Her  house  inclineth  unto  death  ;  and 
her  paths  to  the  rephaim."  "  He  knoweth  not  that  the  rephaim 
are  there  and  her  guests  are  in  the  depths  of  Sheol."  "  The 
man  that  wandereth  out  of  the  way  of  understanding  shall  re- 
main in  the  congregation  of  the  rephaina."  "The  rephaim 
tremble  beneath  the  water&    .    .    .    Sheol  is  naked ;"  &a 

These  examples  make  it  clear  that  Sheol  is  to  be  understood 
as  the  abode  of  the  rephaim  ;  and  these  were  conceived  of  as 
the  shades  or  ghosts  of  mortals  who  once  lived  and  sinned  on 
earth. 

It  is  worthy  to  be  noticed  in  r^ard  to  all  these  representa- 
tions, that  while  the  Hebrew  Scriptures  have  gone  these  lengths 
in  depicting  the  gloom  of  the  death-realm,  and  the  wretched 
condition  of  its  inhabitants,  they  have  wholly  abstained  from 
those  grotesque  and  puerile  fancies  that  sink  the  ancient  my- 
thologies beneath  our  respect.  There  are  no  details ;  there  is 
nothing  for  the  painter  or  the  sculptor.  There  are  only  the 
darkness  and  the  brooding  terrors  that  answer  to  what  the 
guilty  soul  finds  within. 

In  addition  to  the  representations  which  have  thus  far  engaged 
our  attention,  there  are  other  and  varied  forms  of  language  that 
clearly  point  to  Sheol  without  introducing  that  or  any  of  the 
equivalent  names :  e.  g.,  "  The  way  of  the  ungodly  shall  perish." 
i.  a,  "  like  the  way  that  is  terminated  by  a  precipice  or  a  fatal 
pit-fall,  it  shall  come  to  an  end  in  Sheol."  "  Men  of  the  world 
that  have  their  portion  in  this  life  " ;  the  very  thought  which 
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was  afterwards  expressed  by  our  Lord  in  the  parable  of  Dives; 
"  thou  in  thy  life-time  receivedst  thy  good  things ; "  the  one 
implying,  and  the  other  directly  teaching  that  nothing  remained 
for  such  but  Sheol.  "  Gather  not  my  soul  with  sinners,"  i  e., 
in  Sheol,  "  nor  my  life  with  bloody  men."  "  Then  understood 
I  their  end ;  surely  thou  didst  set  them  on  slippery  places ;  thou 
castedst  them  down  to  destruction,"  i.  e.,  into  Sheol.  "  Let  them 
be  confounded  and  troubled  forever ;  yea  let  them  be  put  to 
shame  and  perish  ; "  clearly  the  doom  of  Sheol.  "  When  the 
wicked  spring  as  the  grass,  ...  it  is  that  they  shall  be  de- 
stroyed forever,"  i.  e.,  in  Sheol.  "  When  a  wicked  man  dieth 
his  expectation  shall  perish  ;  and  the  hope  of  unjust  men  per- 
isheth,"  i.  e.,  in  their  coming  to  SheoL 

We  come  next  to  contemplate  more  distinctly  the  proof  that 

SHKOL  IS  NOT  THE  ABODE  OP   THE    RIGHTEOUS. 

We  have  already  seen  that  the  Hebrew  Scriptures  show  a 
different  hereafter  for  the  righteous  from  that  of  the  wicked. 
It  remains  to  show  that  this  includes  deliverance  from  SheoL 
This  is  implied  in  those  passages  that  present  Sheol  as  the  lot 
of  the  wicked,  e.  g.,  "  The  wicked  shall  be  turned  into  Sheol 
and  all  the  nations  that  forget  God."  (Ps.  ix,  17.)  "  Let  death 
seize  upon  them,  and  let  them  go  down  quick  into  Sheol ;  for 
wickedness  is  in  their  dwellings  and  among  them."  (Ps.  Iv,  15.) 
**  Her  feet  go  down  to  death ;  her  steps  take  hold  on  SheoL" 
(Prov.  V,  5.)     "  Her  house  is  the  way  to  SheoL"    (Prov.  vii,  27.) 

That  which  is  so  distinctly  implied  in  these  Scriptures,  is 
distinctly  declared  in  others,  e.  g.,  "  The  way  of  life  is  upward 
to  the  wise,  that  he  may  depart  from  Sheol  beneath."  (Prov. 
XV,  24.)  *'  Thou  shalt  beat  him  with  the  rod,  and  shalt  deliver 
his  soul  from  SheoL"  (Prov.  xxiii,  14.)  '*Let  me  not  be 
ashamed,  0  Lord,  for  I  have  called  upon  thee ;  let  the  wicked 
be  ashamed,  and  let  him  be  silent  in  SheoL"    (Pa  xxxi,  17.) 

More  striking  still  is  that  remarkable  passage  in  the  forty- 
ninth  Psalm,  so  effectually  obscured  in  our  English  translation. 

Speaking  of  those  who  are  so  absorbed  in  their  worldly  hon- 
ors and  their  wealth  that  their  inward  thought  is  that  "  their 
houses  shall  continue  forever,  and  their  dwelling  places  to  all 
generations,"  the  sacred  writer  declares,  **  Like  a  flock  to  Sheol 
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shall  they  gather ;  death  shall  be  their  shepherd ;  the  righteous 
shall  have  dominion  over  them  in  the  morning,*  and  their  form 
(visible  presence)  shall  Sheol  cause  to  vanish  from  the  dwelling 
which  was  theirs.  But  God  will  redeem  my  soul  from  the  band 
of  Sheol ;  for  he  will  receive  me."  Here  is  Sheol  under  the 
shepherding  of  death  for  the  one,  and  deliverance  from  Sheol 
for  the  other.  Mark  also  the  expression,  "  for  he  will  receive 
me."  Compare  Ps.  Ixxiii,  24,  "Thou  wilt  guide  me  by  thy 
counsel  and  afterward  receive  me  to  glory."  Also  John  xiv, 
8,  "  I  will  come  again  and  receive  you  to  myself ;"  X7j^o/iai, 
the  same  verb  by  which  the  Septuagint  translates  my  in  the 
above  two  quotations  from  the  Psalms. 

We  are  now  prepared  to  consider  that  important  passage  in 
the  sixteerfth  Psalm,  which  was  quoted  by  Peter  on  the  day  of 
Pentecost  "  Thou  wilt  not  abandon  my  soul  to  Sheol ;  neither 
wilt  thou  suflFer  thine  holy  one  to  see  corruption." 

Dr.  Carl  Bemhard  Moll,  the  annotator  on  the  Psalms  in 
Lange's  series,  says  of  this  text,  "  the  speaker  is  not  the  Mes- 
siah, either  as  a  pre-existing  person,  or  as  a  figure  of  speech ; 
still  less  a  merely  pious  poet  who  expresses  obscure  hopes  in 
poetical  hyperbole ;  but  he  is  David  as  a  prophet  .  .  .  His 
expressions  have  an  entirely  personal  reference ;  yet  not  in  the 
form  of  an  application  of  a  general  truth  to  the  psalmist  him- 
self or  others  like  him,  but  in  such  a  way  that  it  directly  breaks 
through  the  reference  to  David,  and  must  have  called  forth 
thoughts  of  prophetical  illumination  and  Messianic  meaning. 

There  is  here  in  subject  and  in  form  more  than 

*the  flashing  up  of  the  hope  of  immortality  in  the  Old  Testa- 
ment' He  knows  that  he,  the  favored  friend  of  God,  will  even 
in  death  go  to  God,  and  will  attain  that  which  is  in  the  presence 
of  the  angels  at  the  right  hand  of  the  only  living  God." 

It  should  be  noticed  that  the  force  of  the  preposition  S  in 
SiWBiS,  which  is  fully  recognized  by  the  Septuagint  and  the  New 
Testament  and  by  all  scholars  of  our  day,  is  overlooked  in  our 
translation.  Gesenius  says,  "to,  toward,  unto,  Gr.  ei?,  Ttpot^' 
Hengstenberg,  after  Michaelis,  says  ^^  Sheol  is  here  personified 

*  Evidently  the  morning  that  succeeds  the  night  implied  in  verse  12,  *'man  be- 
ing in  honor  does  not  lodge;"  i.  e.,  through  the  entire  night  The  righteous  is 
master  of  the  situation  in  the  morning. 
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and  represented  as  an  insatiable  animal."  The  idea  of  ''in 
Sheol,''  is  not  here.  Neither  is  it  in  Acts  ii,  27,*  where  the 
passage  is  quoted  by  Peter  from  the  Septuagint  There  is 
nothing  to  show,  then,  that  David  entered  into  Sheol;  still  less 
the  Messiah.  "Thou  wilt  not  abandon  me  to  the  rapacious 
S?ieoly'^  certainly  does  not  mean  ''  thou  wilt  cast  me  into  the 
jaws  of  Sheolj"  whether  for  three  days,  or  for  any  other  period 
of  time.  Interpreted  by  the  obvious  sense  of  the  words  and 
the  usage  of  the  Psalms,  it  means  ''  thou  wilt  not  leave  my  soul 
to  become  the  prey  of  Sheol,  but  wilt  receive  me  to  glory." 
Sheol  was  no  fit  place  for  David,  still  less  for  the  Son  of  Godf 
With  these  various  denials,  direct  and  indirect,  that  the 
righteous  were  to  go  to  Sheol,  in  mind,  let  us  approach  the  dif- 
ficulty that  presents  itself  in  the  case  of  certain  good  men  who 
spoke  of  themselves  as  going  to  Sheol.  In  the  case  of  Jacob 
wbo  spoke  of  himself  as  going  Sheol-ward,  {rhiM,)^  we  may 

*  eyKata^^iiru  is  used  in  the  New  Testament  10  times,  indudtng  the  two  ex- 
amples in  question  from  the  mouth  of  Peter,  tIz:  "ICy  Qod,  why  hast  thou  for- 
saken me  "  (ICat  zzvii,  46 ;  and  Mark  xy,  34.)  "  Peneouted  but  not  forsaken." 
(2  Gor.  IT,  9.)  ''Demos  hath  forsaken  me."  (2  Tim.  ir,  10.)  "At  my  first 
answer  no  man  stood  with  me,  but  all  forsook  me."  (2  Tim.  iy,  16.)  "  Not  for- 
saking the  assembling  of  yourselves  together."  (Heb.  z,  26.)  **I  will  never  leave 
thee."  (Heb.  ziii,  5.)  **  Bzcept  the  Lord  of  Sabaoth  had  left  us  a  seed,"  i.  e.,  left 
remaining.  With  the  exception  of  this  last  example,  the  meaning  is  tmiformlj  to 
abandon  or  desert.    No  example  of  leaving  in  a  place,  as  '*  in  GbeoL" 

t  Two  other  passages  in  the  New  Testament  have  been  regarded  as  having  a 
bearing  on  this  point  The  most  prominent  is  that  locus  vexatissimus,  1  Pet  iii, 
19-20,  for  a  most  satlafactoiy  interpretation  of  which  we  may  refer  to  Prol. 
Bartiett's  invaluable  Article  in  the  New  Bnglander,  Got,  18*72.  There  remains 
onlyBph.iv,9:  "  Now  that  he  ascended,  what  is  it  but  that  he  also  deecended 
into  the  lower  parts  of  the  earth."  It  is  sufficient  for  our  purpose  that  Winer, 
Alf ord,  Ellicott,  and  others  have  admitted  that  the  genitive  here  employed  may  be 
the  genitive  of  apposition ;  making  "  the  lower  parts  identical  with  tiie  earth." 
'*  Ascending"  implies  a  lower  as  well  as  a  higher,  a  humiliation  as  well  as  an  ex- 
altation of  the  Son  of  Qod.  The  New  Testament  loses  no  opportunity  to  bring 
out  these  indirect  teadiings  of  the  Old.  But  it  must  not  escape  our  notice  that  we 
have  here  only  the  comparative  degree  "lower."  There  are  no  depths  set  over 
against  the  superlative  heights  of  the  succeeding  verse.  This  is  the  more  note- 
worthy as  the  Septuagint  employs  the  same  word  in  the  superlative  degree  to 
translate  Ps.  bdii,  9.  "  ra  xariirara  t^  717c."  There  is  a  descent  that  there  mi^ 
be  an  ascent;  but  the  one  is  only  to  the  earth  below ;  the  other  is  "up  far  above 
aU  heavens." 

X  See  Bodiger's  Qesenius*  ffeb.  Gramfnar  g  90,  2;  also  Prof.  Tliylor  Lewis' 
note,  Lmnff^9  Cfen,  p.  687. 
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recall  the  distiDction  already  made,  in  which  it  was  shown  that 
Sheol  is  occasionally  used  in  a  sense  very  nearly  equivalent  to 
that  of  death.  In  the  original  sense,  as  we  have  seen,  death 
unmitigated  by  the  covenant  of  mercy,  was  the  passage  to 
SheoL  This  entered  into  human  thought  as  the  law.  Deliver- 
ance from  Sheol  was  the  exception  introduced  by  Divine  grace. 
Hence  to  die,  to  depart  out  of  life,  was  to  go  Sheol- ward;  to 
start  on  the  way ;  to  travel  the  first  stage  of  the  journey  :  leav- 
ing the  next  undeclared.  In  this  view  it  has  been  exceedingly 
common  in  all  ages  to  arrest  the  thought  at  the  bare  point  of 
the  closing  up  of  the  present  life ;  the  departure  out  of  this 
world.  Jacob  saw,  with  a  troubled  spirit  and  a  clouded  hope,  the 
journey  losing  itself  as  in  a  dream,  but  not  ended.*  He  had 
fallen  into  a  morbid  state ;  and  could  not  speak  of  his  own  pros- 
pects, as  he  did  years  afterward  when,  close  upon  the  borders  of 
heaven,  he  broke  out  "I  have  waited  for  thy  salvation  O  Lord.*' 
We  must  not  make  the  mistake  of  attributing  to  divine  inspira- 
tion that  which  was  the  inspiration  of  an  unjustifiable  and  un- 
healthy mood  of  mind.  The  divine  inspiration  is  in  the  history ; 
and  many  of  Jacob's  sayings,  like  many  of  his  acts,  are  but 
events  which  the  inspired  history  narrates,  and  to  be  judged 
as  we  judge  other  sayings  and  acts.  The  feeling  of  morbid 
depression  that  drew  out  this  form  of  language  fi-om  the  patri- 
arch, and  led  him  to  say  ^^all  these  things  are  against  me,"  is 
illustrated  at  great  length  in  the  speeches  of  Job.  He  said 
''  God  was  pursuing  him  like  an  enemy ;  he  had  spread  his  net 
for  him ;  he  had  kindled  his  wrath  against  him ;  he  had  taken 
him  by  the  neck  and  shaken  him  to  pieces ;  he  had  broken  him 
with  breach  upon  breach  ;  he  had  fenced  up  his  way,  and  set 
darkness  in  his  paths ;  he  could  find  no  access  to  God  to  plead 

*  The  Language  of  Hezekiah  (laa.  zzxviii,  10)  is  to  the  same  effect  "  I  sud  in 
the  cutting  off  of  my  days,  I  shall  go  to  the  gates  of  Sheol;" — ^not  within  the 
gates.  It  was  Sheolah  with  him,  too,  though  differently  expressed.  A  journey 
toward  Sheol  with  a  faintly  glimmering  hope  of  deliverance.  This  is  the  key  to 
his  subsequent  exclamation:  "Sheol  cannot  praise  thee;  death  cannot  celebrate 
thee ;  they  that  go  down  to  the  pit  cannot  hope  for  thy  truth;  the  living,  the  liv- 
ing, he  shall  praise  thee,  as  I  do  this  day."  A  certainty  is  better  than  an  uncer- 
tainty. His  faith  was  low,  and  he  evidently  had  no  slight  fear  of  Sheol  before 
his  eyes.  While  he  could  keep  a  footing  with  the  living,  there  was  the  privilege 
of  praise  and  ui  opportunity  to  gain  a  surer  hope. 

VOL.   XXXTIL  44 
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his  cause  before  him."  He  represented  his  case  as  wholly  des- 
perate. What  else  should  we  expect  but  that  in  the  midst  of 
these  dark  efiPasions  he  would  say  that  Sheol  was  to  be  his 
home  ?  We  have  examples  enough  of  the  same  thing  now. 
Good  men  fall  into  moods  of  melancholy  in  which  they  speak 
of  their  prospects  for  the  life  to  come  every  whit  as  hopelessly 
as  did  these  patriarchs  of  the  Old  Testament  Whatever  was 
said  by  any  of  them  in  their  despairing  moods,  we  may  place 
in  the  balances  to  be  weighed  against  what  was  said  by  them- 
selves or  others  under  the  inspiration  of  faith  and  hope  and  of 
the  Spirit  of  God.  When  the  Lord  said  to  Satan,  "  Behold  he 
(Job)  is  in  thine  band,  but  save  his  life,"  we  are  not  to  suppose 
that  the  adversary  lost  any  part  of  his  opportunity.  What  he 
could  do  to  break  down  the  faith  and  hope  of  his  victim  was 
done.  Is  it  too  much  to  suppose  that  dark  temptations  from 
the  evil  one,  not  so  successfully  resisted  as  that  which  came 
fix)m  his  wife,  controlled  many  of  his  utterances  ?  Shall  we 
set  that  which  may  have  been  the  inspiration  of  Satan, — which 
was  at  best  the  emanation  of  a  morbid  tone  of  mind, — to  over- 
weigh  that  which  was  evidently  the  inspiration  of  God  ?  Is 
Job  in  the  hands  of  the  adversary  as  safe  an  interpreter  of 
God's  truth  as  Asaph  in  the  sanctuary?  Or  to  make  the  case 
still  stronger,  take  the  latter,  as  he  himself  sketches  the  two 
contradictory  moods  in  his  own  experienca  The  one  he  ut- 
terly c(mdemns,  as  Job  did  at  last  He  says  he  was  '*  foolish 
and  ignorant,  and  as  a  beast  before  God."  "  His  feet  were 
almost  gone ;  his  steps  had  well  nigh  slipped."  In  the  other 
state  of  mind  he  found  that  it  was  good  to  draw  nigh  to  God, 
and  put  his  trust  in  him.  In  the  one  he  complained  of  the 
prosperity  of  the  wicked,  and  the  afflictions  of  the  righteous. 
He  went  so  far  as  to  say  of  the  one,  "  there  are  no  bands  in 
their  death,"  and  of  himself,  "  Verily  I  have  cleansed  my  heart 
in  vain  and  washed  my  hands  in  innocency."  A  step  further 
and  he  would  have  said  "  we  go  to  a  common  Sheol,"  or  with 
the  writer  of  Ecclesiastes,  "That  which  befalleth  the  sons  of 
men,  befalleth  beasts ;  even  one  thing  be&lleth  them :  as  the 
one  dieth,  so  dieth  the  other ;  yea,  they  have  all  one  breath ";  so 
that  a  man  hath  no  preeminence  above  a  beast;  for  all  is 
vanity." 
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But  before  he  came  to  this  he  "went  into  the  sanctuary  of 
God,  and  then  understood  he  their  end."  He  saw  the  "slippery 
places,  the  casting  down  into  destruction,  the  consuming  with 
terrors."  And  then,  after  some  deep  and  salutary  throes  of 
penitence  and  conviction,  his  faith  and  joy  in  God  blossomed 
again,  and  he  exclaimed  "  Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but  thee, 
and  there  is  none  on  earth  that  I  desire  beside  thee ;  my  flesh 
and  my  heart  faileth,  but  God  is  the  strength  of  my  heart,  and 
my  portion  forever."  It  is  in  this  state  of  mind  that  he  says 
"  Thou  wilt  guide  me  by  thy  counsel  and  afterward  receive  me 
to  glory."  In  which  of  these  states  of  mind  is  he  declaring  his 
own  darkness ;  and  in  which  the  truth  of  God,  and  the  doctrine 
of  the  Old  Testament? 

THE  CASS  OF  SAKUEL 

is  so  fax  exceptional  as  perhaps  to  demand  a  word.  We  are  to 
bear  in  mind  that  the  narrative  is  chiefly  concerned  with  the 
fortunes  of  Saul.  He  had  fallen  out  of  communication  with 
God,  and  could  obtain  no  answer  to  his  appeals  when  ruin  was 
staring  him  in  the  face.  In  his  despair  he  lets  himself  down 
into  the  odious  and  forbidden  realm  of  necromancy  and  witch- 
craft He  must  now  think  the  thoughts  and  speak  the  dialect 
of  the  abominable  atmosphere  he  has  entered.  As  we  should 
expect,  the  vision  accommodates  itself  to  the  state  of  mind  it 
is  to  encounter.  The  necromancers  of  his  day  did  not  propose 
to  call  spirits  down  from  heaven.  It  is  not  certain  that  Saul 
had  Samuel  in  mind,  when  he  first  opened  his  case  to  the 
woman.  He  is  led  on  step  by  step.  The  vision,  or  actual 
presence  of  Samuel,  if  any  insist  that  it  was  such,  and  the 
words  that  are  uttered,  show  a  designed  adaptation  to  the  circum- 
stances of  new  and  aggravated  guilt  unto  which  the  king  has 
ventured.  He  was  to  eat  the  fruit  of  his  own  doings,  and 
drink  the  bitter  cup  to  the  dregs.  It  is  proposed  to  call  Sam- 
uel up  from  the  earth ;  and  Samuel  appears  to  come  up  from 
the  earth ;  and  he  reproves  Saul  for  disquieting  and  calling  him 
up.  If  he  wants  witchcraft,  he  shaU  have  witchcraft  to  the 
full ;  and  more  than  he  asks.  But  does  not  this  show  the  ex- 
istence of  a  popular  impression  at  that  time,  that  the  under- 
world was  the  abode  of  good  men  like  Samuel,  as  well  as  of 
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the  wicked  ?  Not  quite :  it  shows  what  representations  pre- 
vailed among  necromancers  and  those  who  consulted  them.  A 
very  poor  authority  on  so  grave  a  question  I  Everything 
seems  to  have  been  so  ordered  as  to  awaken  no  new  and  start- 
ling apprehensions  in  the  mind  of  Saul  to  drive  him  from  his 
course,  and  to  create  no  diverting  issue.  Everything  must 
contribute  to  bring  the  sentence  of  doom  down  upon  the  heart 
of  the  king  hard  and  heavy  and  unrelieved.  As  an  instance 
of  the  remarkable  latitude  that  was  given  to  visions  in  the  Old 
Testament  times,  we  may  refer  to  that  of  Micaiah  recorded  in 
I  Kings  xxii,  19-22.  If  the  theory  of  a  vision  appearing 
both  to  the  woman  and  to  Saul  be  discarded,  it  will  still  be  im- 
possible to  admit  that  there  was  any  efficacy  in  the  incantations 
of  the  woman  in  this  case. 

If  Samuel  actually  came  to  the  interview,  it  could  have  been 
no  other  than  God  who  sent  him,  and  who  supplied  to  him  the 
oracle  which  he  delivered,  and  ordered  all  the  striking  adapta- 
tions of  manner  and  speech  and  appearanca  There  is  nothing 
here,  on  either  theory,  to  prove  that  Samuel  was  in  fact  an  in- 
habitant of  SheoL 

THE  NOTIONS  OF  THE  JEWS  IN  THE  TIME  OP  CHRIST. 

The  ideas  that  prevailed  among  the  Jews  in  the  time  of 
Christ  are  of  no  importance  in  the  discussion  of  this  subject, 
except  so  far  as  he  or  his  apostles  may  be  supposed  to  have 
sanctioned  them. 

Three  centuries  of  Greek  domination  in  the  world  of  letters 
and  of  thought  had  not  been  without  their  finiit.  Not  to  in- 
sist on  the  spuriousness  of  Josephus'  celebrated  discourse  on 
Hades,  in  whole  or  in  part, — admitting  that  he  correcdy  repre- 
sents the  Jews  of  his  time  in  his  idea  of  a  divided  Hades,  an 
idea  which  we  find  elsewhere  in  his  writings, — ^it  is  the  easiest 
thing  in  the  world  to  see  how  they  should  have  come  in  pos- 
session of  the  idea,  without  inferring  that  they  found  it  in 
their  Scriptures. 

We  have  their  Scriptures,  and  do  not  find  it  there.  No  more 
can  we  find  any  support  for  the  notion  in  the  New  Testament 
We  are  familiar  with  it  as  a  pagan  idea,  and  know  how  it  was 
floating  about  them  in  the  atmosphere  of  thought  for  hundreds 
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of  years ;  and  must  have  been  strongly  suggested  by  the  very 
word  which  the  Septuagint  writers  employed  as  the  Greek 
equivalent  of  Sheol.  It  could  not  be  otherwise  than  that  it 
should  have  its  influence  in  their  interpretation  of  their  Scrip- 
tures. We  are  in  a  condition  to  let  the  pagan  notions  pass  for 
what  they  are  worth,  and  interpret  the  Scriptures  by  themselves. 

We  find  ourselves  thus  happily  relieved  from  all  necessity 
of  maintaining  the  dogma  of  a  divided  Sheol  as  a  doctrine 
taught  in  the  Old  Testament  We  find  no  trace  there  of  a 
limbus  patrum^  or  a  Umbvs  infantum.  We  find  a  contradiction 
instead  of  an  affirmation  of  the  thesis  that  our  Lord  ''  descended 
into  hell."  We  do  not  find  Sheol  so  enlarging  herself  as  to 
take  in  the  third  heaven,  where  Paul  found  the  paradise  into 
which  he  was  "  caught  up ;  "  and  we  are  able  to  vindicate  our 
Lord's  declaration  to  the  crucified  thief,  "  This  day  shalt  thou 
be  with  me  in  paradise,"  without  supposing  that  Sheol  con- 
tained a  paradise,  or  was  equivalent  to  *'  the  world  of  departed 
spirits  without  discrimination  of  character."  We  are  held  to 
the  declaration  of  Augustine  that  Sheol  is  never  used  in  a 
good  sense.  We  find  as  sharp  a  discrimination  at  its  gates  as 
that  which  is  given  us  in  the  divine  oracles  between  the  char- 
acters of  men. 

The  Old  Testament  is  found  to  be  in  entire  accord  with  the 
New  in  this  matter.  As  we  are  able  to  discover  nothing  in  the 
quality  or  relations  of  the  pre-Messianic  ages  that  implied  a 
diflFerent  administration  of  the  destinies  of  the  departed  from 
that  which  is  made  known  under  the  gospel,  so  we  are  able  to 
find  no  difference  in  fact.  Appeals  drawn  from  the  motives  of 
the  eternal  world,  the  same  in  kind  as  now,  were  addressed  to 
mankind ;  and  "  the  fear  of  the  Lord  was  the  beginning  of 
wisdom  "  in  the  same  sense,  and  with  the  same  vast  reach  of 
meaning,  as  when  the  Great  Teacher  said,  "  Fear  not  them  that 
kill  the  body  and  after  that  have  no  more  that  they  can  do ; 
but  fear  him  that  after  he  hath  killed  hath  power  to  cast  into 
hell ;  yea,  I  say  unto  you,  fear  him."  Death  means  no  more 
now,  and  thought  travels  no  further  into  the  unknown  depths 
than  when  Balaam  said,  "Let  me  die  the  death  of  the  righteous 
and  let  my  last  end  be  like  his." 
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AraicLK  IV.— NATURAL  LAW,  AND   SPIRITUAL 
AGENCY. 

Thbough  the  influence  of  that  phase  of  scientific  thought 
.  known  as  the  New  Philosophy,  it  is  becoming  the  fashion  to 
speak  of  everything  as  coming  about  by  the  operation  of  law  ; 
as  if  having  traced  anything  back  to  one  or  more  of  those  con- 
stant forces  which  we  term  laws  of  nature,  as  its  "  proximate 
cause,"  we  had  attained  the  limit  of  scientific  inquiry  concern- 
ing it,  and  were  by  some  inherent  necessity  precluded  from 
supposing  a  personal  or  spiritual  agency  in  the  case 

This  is  by  no  means  a  new  doctrine,  but  whereas  it  was  once 
held  subject  to  grave  doubts,  owing  to  the  imperfect  and  uncer- 
tain knowledge  which  men  had  of  that  Nature  in  which  they 
sought  to  discover  the  origin  of  things,  now  we  are  told  it 
stands  immovably  fixed  upon  that  epitome  of  science  the  Cor- 
relation and  Conservation  of  Force. 

Prof  Tyndall,  in  his  Fragments  of  Science  for  Unscientific 
People,  says,  in  expounding  this  law  :  "  And  why  should  a  per- 
petual motion,  even  under  modern  conditions,  be  impossible  ? 
The  answer  to  this  question  is  the  statement  of  that  great  gen- 
eralization of  modern  science,  which  is  known  under  the  name 
of  the  Conservation  of  Energy.  This  principle  asserts  that  no 
power  can  make  its  app^rance  in  nature  without  an  equivalent 
expenditure  of  some  other  power;  that  natural  agents  are  so 
related  to  each  other  as  to  be  mutually  convertible,  but  that  no 
new  agency  is  created.  Light  runs  into  heat,  heat  into  elec- 
tricity, electricity  into  magnetism,  magnetism  into  mechanical 
force,  and  mechanical  force  again  into  heat  and  light  The 
Proteus  changes,  but  he  is  ever  the  same ;  and  his  clianges  in 
Nature,  supposing  no  miracle  to  supervene,  are  the  expression, 
not  of  spontaneity  but  of  physical  necessity. ^^  (p.  88.)  And  in 
the  same  connection,  continuing  the  argument,  he  says:  "In 
the  application  of  law  in  Nature,  the  terms  great  and  small  are 
unknown.  Thus  the  principle  referred  to  teaches  us  that  the 
Italian  wind  gliding  over  the  crest  of  the  Matterhom  is  as 
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firmly  ruled  as  the  earth  in  its  orbital  revolutions  round  the 
sun ;  and  that  the  faU  of  its  vapor  into  clouds  is  exactly  as 
much  a  matter  of  necessity  as  the  return  of  the  seasons.  The 
dispersion,  therefore,  of  the  slightest  mist  by  the  special  volition 
of  the  Eternal,  would  be  as  much  a  miracle  as  the  rolling  of 
the  Bhone  over  the  Grimsel  precipices  and  down  Haslithal  to 
Brientz."    (p.  89.) 

And  fix>m  such  an  alignment  the  conclusion  is  natural,  "  that 
without  a  disturbance  of  natural  law  quite  as  serious  as  the 
stoppage  of  an  eclipse,  or  the  rolling  of  the  waters  of  the  St. 
Lawrence  up  the  Falls  of  Niagara,  no  act  of  humiliation, 
individual  or  national,  could  call  one  shower  from  heaven,  or 
deflect  towards  us  a  single  beam  of  the  sun."  (p.  89.)  Ac- 
cordingly, on  the  following  page  he  says :  "  Granting  the  power 
of  free  will  in  man  so  strongly  claimed  by  Prof.  Mansel,  and  as- 
suming the  efficacy  of  free  prayer  to  produce  changes  in  ex- 
ternal Nature,  it  necessarily  follows  that  natural  laws  are  more 
or  less  at  the  mercy  of  man's  volition,  and  no  conclusion 
founded  on  the  permanency  of  those  laws  would  be  worthy  of 
confidenca"  And  it  is  noted  as  a  "  wholesome  sign  for  England 
that  she  numbers  among  her  clergy  men  wise  enough  to  under- 
stand all  this,  and  courageous  enough  to  act  up  to  their  knowl- 
edge"   (p.  40.) 

Extending  this  conception  of  law,  again,  into  the  facts  of 
organic  existence  (where,  indeed,  it  must  lead  us  if  we  adopt 
it),  he  says,  speaking  of  the  formation  of  a  grain  of  corn  :  **  We 
have  in  succession  the  bud,  the  stalk,  the  ear,  the  full  com  in 
the  ear ;  the  cycle  of  molecular  action  being  completed  by  the 
production  of  grains  similar  to  that  with  which  the  process  be- 
gan. Now  there  is  nothing  in  this  process  which  necessarily 
eludes  the  conceptive  or  imagining  power  of  the  purely  human 
mind.  An  intellect  the  same  in  kind  as  our  own  would,  if 
only  sufficiently  expanded,  be  able  to  follow  the  whole  process 
from  beginning  to  end.  It  would  see  every  molecule  placed  in 
its  position  by  the  specific  attractions  and  repulsions  exerted 
between  it  and  other  molecules,  the  whole  process  and  its  con- 
summation being  an  instance  of  the  play  of  molecular  force. 
Given  the  grain  and  its  environment,  the  purely  human  intel- 
lect might,  if  sufficiently  expanded,  trace  out  a  priori  every  step 
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of  the  process  of  growth,  and  by  the  application  of  purely 
mechanical  principles,  demonstrate  that  the  cycle  must  end,  as 
it  is  seen  to  end,  in  the  reproduction  of  forms  like  that  with 
which  it  began.  A  similar  necessity  rules  here  to  that  which  rules 
the  planets  in  their  circuits  round  the  sun.^^  (pp.  114-117.)  Sup- 
posing the  view  of  nature  set  forth  in  these  passages  to  be  the 
true  one,  we  should  be  compelled  to  conclude,  with  Prof.  Tyn- 
dall,  that  "  it  ought  to  be  known  and  avowed  that  the  physical 
philosopher  as  such  must  be  a  pure  materialist"  For  there 
would  be  no  room  to  doubt  that  "his  inquiries  deal  with  matter 
and  force,  and  with  them  alone;"  and  that  "the action  which 
he  has  to  investigate,  is  necessary  action,  not  spontaneous 
action."    (p.  92.) 

Neither  are  these  the  views  of  Prof  Tyndall  alone,  but  they 
are  the  legitimate  and  inevitable  result  of  what  are  assumed  to 
be  the  materialistic  tendencies  of  modem  science,  and  appear 
with  equal  distinctness  in  the  works  of  other  writers.  For 
example,  Prof.  Huxley  says :  "  I  have  endeavored  in  the  first 
part  of  this  discourse  to  give  you  a  conception  of  the  direction 
towards  which  modern  physiology  is  tending ;  and  I  ask  you 
what  is  the  diflference  between  the  conception  of  life  as  the 
product  of  a  certain  disposition  of  material  molecules  and  the 
old  notion  of  an  archaeus  governing  and  directing  blind  matter 
within  each  living  body,  except  this — that  here  as  elsewhere 
matter  and  law  have  devoured  spirit  and  spontaneity  ?  And 
as  surely  as  every  future  grows  out  of  past  and  present,  so  will 
the  physiology  of  the  future  gradually  extend  the  realm  of 
matter  and  law,  until  it  is  co-extensive  with  knowledge,  with 
feeling,  and  with  action."  {Essays  selected  from  Lay  Sermons, 
etc.,  p.  87.)  Mr.  Herbert  Spencer,  too,  in  his  hypothesis  of 
Evolution,  assumes  to  find  in  matter  and  the  necessary  interac- 
tion of  its  inherent  forces  a  sufficient  means  of  accounting  for 
all  the  works  of  nature,  including  life  and  mind,  with  all  their 
phenomena.  In  his  own  words:  "Given  the  persistence  of 
Force,  and  given  the  various  derivative  laws  of  Force,  and 
there  has  to  be  shown,  not  only  how  the  actual  existences  of 
the  inoiiganic  world  necessarily  exhibit  the  traits  they  do,  but 
how  there  necessarily  result  the  more  numerous  and  involved 
traits,  exhibited  by  organic  and  superorganic  existences — how 
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an  organiism  is  evolved  ?  what  is  the  geDesis  of  human  intelli- 
gence ?  whence  social  progress  arises  ?"    {First  Principles^  555.) 

That  these  views  are  in  themselves  a  denial  of  the  immediate 
personal  agency  of  God  in  nature,  on  the  ground  that  nothing 
takes  place  except  by  the  spontaneous  action  of  matter  and 
force,  is  sufficiently  set  forth  in  the  passages  quoted:  but 
whether  they  really  constitute  an  era  in  the  progress  of  science 
by  virtue  of  which  we  are  compelled,  as  those  who  advocate 
them  claim  that  we  are,  to  abandon  our  belief  in  a  personal 
God,  and  in  a  spiritual  agency  in  material  nature,  and  so  to 
give  up  the  groundwork  of  the  Christian  faith,  by  confessing 
that  Christ  and  a  divine  revelation  were  impossible ;  in  short, 
whether  we  are  compelled  by  them  to  conclude  with  a  distin- 
guished writer,  that  **  Faith  is  bankrupt,  and  Science  is  called 
to  administer  her  eflFects,"  is  a  question  which  we  shall  be  bet- 
ter able  to  decide  when  we  clearly  understand  the  true  relation 
of  natural  law  to  the  works  of  nature.  With  this  end  in  view, 
it  is  the  purpose  of  this  Article,  bearing  in  mind  Prof.  Tyn- 
dairs  assurance  that  ''  in  the  application  of  law  in  Nature  the 
terms  great  and  small  are  unknown,"  to  review  some  of  the 
more  femiliar  principles  of  science  in  the  light  of  some  of  the 
facts  of  our  common  experience — facts  so  common  as  not  to  be 
easily  misunderstood.  The  question  to  be  inquired  into  is  as  to 
the  cause  of  things.  Materialism  affirms  that  it  is  to  be  found 
in  matter  and  its  laws ;  while  we  say  that  it  is  in  mind,  by  the 
power  of  thought  and  will.  What,  then,  is  the  testimony  of 
Nature  ? 

When  a  tea-kettle  boils  it  is  necessarily  by  the  act  of  a  being 
possessed  of  intelligence  and  will ;  for  without  the  exercise  of 
these,  it  could  neither  have  been  filled  with  water  nor  placed 
over  the  fire ;  neither  could  there  have  been  a  tea-kettle,  nor  the 
fire  over  which  it  is  placed.  Then  it  is  a  voluntary  action. 
But  when  the  steam  from  its  spout  rises  into  the  air,  it  be- 
comes a  part  of  the  clouds  and  augments  by  so  much  the  fall  of 
rain.  Thus  the  will  of  man  may  be,  at  least  in  part,  the 
cause  of  rain.  But  we  have  been  told  by  men  of  science,  nobody 
can  say  how  often,  that  men  may  cause  an  entire  fall  of  rain 
by  the  burning  of  a  forest,  or  a  city,  or  by  the  cannonading  of 
a  battle ;  and  that  they  may  even  permanently  affect  the  aver- 
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age  annual  fall  of  rain  by  clearing  away  forests,  or  draining 
swamps,  or  by  bringing  wild  lands  under  cultivation.  Man 
may  thus  cause  the  very  phenomenon  to  which  Pro£  TyndalPs 
argument  relates.  Is  it  the  voice  of  science  then  or  of  some 
other  divinity  with  which  he  speaks  when  he  denies  to  God  a 
power  in  nature  which  it  is  impossible  to  deny  to  man  ? 

But  when  the  rain  in  question  falls,  the  artificially  evaporated 
water  in  part  composing  it,  does  not  change  its  character  as 
being  a  natural  phenomenon,  for  it  is  as  completely  a  work  of 
natural  law  as  if  no  human  agency  had  found  a  place  among 
the  causes  which  produced  it,  and  it  had  been  evaporated  en- 
tirely by  the  heat  of  the  sun.  For  science  teaches,  to  use  the 
language  of  Prof.  Tyndall,  that  *'here,  as  elsewhere  throughout 
Nature,  if  matter  moves  it  is  force  that  moves  it"  (p.  86.) 
And  the  Correlation  and  Conservation  of  Force  is  only  an 
expression  of  the  fact  that  every  motion  is  exactly  equal  in 
quantity  to  the  force  which  produced  it  If,  then,  every  motion 
of  matter  is  the  work  of  an  exactly  equivalent  force,  it  is  im- 
possible to  separate  phenomena  into  different  classes  on  account 
of  any  difference  in  their  relations  to  natural  law,  and  say  that 
one  is  natural  and  the  other  artificial  For  so  fEir  as  natural  law 
is  concerned  there  is  no  such  difference  between  them ;  and  they 
are  in  every  conceivable  sense  of  the  term  absolutely  alika 
And  if  all  our  knowledge  of  phenomena  consists,  as  our  materi- 
alistic friends  affirm  that  it  does,  of  a  knowledge  of  their  rela- 
tions to  natural  law,  it  becomes  necessary  for  them  to  admit 
that  every  motion  of  matter  is  a  natural  phenomenon.  Then  the 
artificial  evaporation  of  water  is  a  work  of  nature,  and  there  is 
no  reason  why  we  should  say,  on  account  of  it,  that  the  rain  is 
not  a  completely  natural  phenomenon.  But  the  evaporation  of 
a  part  of  the  rain  in  the  tea-kettle,  which  is  thus  seen  to  be  a 
natural  phenomenon,  is  nevertheless  a  voluntary  action,  and 
had  its  origin,  not  in  matter,  nor  in  any  of  its  laws,  but  in 
mind  Thus  artificial,  and  what  we  call  natural  causes,  may 
be  jointly  concerned  in  the  production  of  a  phenomenon,  with- 
out lessening  the  fact  that  it  is  purely  a  work  of  natural  law ; 
and  the  phenomenon  itself  may  be  wholly  the  work  of  mind 
and  at  the  same  time  wholly  the  work  of  natural  law.  If  then 
we  find  that  the  boiling  of  the  tea-kettle  is  wholly  the  work  of 
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natural  law,  it  is  because  it  was  wholly  dependent  upon  the 
forces  of  nature  for  its  occurrence ;  and  if  it  is,  at  the  same  time, 
wholly  the  work  of  mind,  it  is  because  the  forces  of  nature, 
which  can  do  any  conceivable  thing  at  the  bidding  of  mind, 
can  do  nothing  of  themselves.  What  we  call  natural  causes, 
then,  have  precisely  as  much  to  do  with  artificial  as  with  nat- 
ural phenomena,  and  there  is  no  agency  which  could  be  attrib- 
uted to  them,  which  they  do  not  as  a  fact  exercise  in  the  works 
of  men.  Yet  they  are  not  the  canse  of  them,  inasmuch  as 
we  know  that  so  &r  as  the  forces  are  concerned,  they  do  not 
act  of  themselves,  but  as  the  servants  of  mind.  If  then  an 
absolute  dependence  upon  natural  law  may  co-exist  in  the 
same  phenomenon,  with  an  equal  dependence  upon  voluntary 
agency,  who  shall  say  that  the  uniformity  of  law  is  opposed  to 
volition  ?  It  being  established  that  there  is  a  spiritual  agency 
in  those  human  actions  which  involve  changes  in  the  condition  of 
matter,  it  becomes  necessary  for  the  believers  in  materialism  to 
find  somewhere  among  the  laws  of  nature,  something  which  will 
permit  t/ie  admission  of  the  fact,  withoiU  at  the  same  time  compel- 
ling the  admission  of  it  with  respect  to  every  motion  of  matter : 
for  it  is  evident  that  materialism  explains  nothing  with  re- 
spect to  which  it  does  not  enable  us  to  dispense  with  spiritual 
agency.  Let  these  men,  then,  who  are  acquainted  with  nature 
and  can  speak  understandingly  of  her  laws,  instruct  us  in 
this  matter  by  showing  us  what  it  is  which  natural  laws  do 
in  the  works  of  nature,  which  they  do  not  do  in  the  works  of 
man  ;  let  them  explain  to  us  how  we  may  rationally  admit 
what  we  know  of  a  spiritual  agency  in  one,  and  deny  it  in  the 
other.  If  the  sphere  of  law  may  be  completely  filled  without 
in  the  least  abating  the  necessity  for  the  inteiposition  of  mind, 
by  what  authority  is  it  said,  that  Matter  and  Law,  have 
devoured  Spirit  and  Spontaneity? 

But  it  is  held  to  be  on  account  of  a  certain  necessity  inher- 
ing in  the  operation  of  natural  laws,  that  it  is  opposed  to  volun- 
tary action.  If  the  force  be  permanent  the  phenomena  are 
necessary  (p.  64),  says  Prof  Tyndall ;  and  again  he  opposes  the 
necessity  of  law  to  the  spontaneity  of  mind  (p.  92) ;  and  in  still 
another  passage :  "  And  unless  the  existence  of  law  in  these 
matters  be  denied  and  the  element  of  caprice  introduced,  we 
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must  conclude  that,  given  the  relations  of  any  molecule  of  the 
body  to  its  environment,  its  position  in  the  body  might  be  de- 
termined mathematically."  (p.  118.)  The  proposition  in  the  lat- 
ter form  is  much  as  if  we  should  say,  forgetting  the  office  of  the 
rudder  and  the  minds  of  the  pilot  and  the  captain,  that  with  a 
sufficient  knowledge  of  the  engine  and  the  sea  we  could  pre- 
dict the  destination  of  the  ship.  But  in  whatever  form  it  is 
stated,  it  is  clear  that  it  is  a  necessary  part  of  the  system  of 
materialism  and  equally  clear  that  it  is  utterly  untenabla  In 
a  passage  already  quoted  (p.  89)  it  is  held  by  authority  of  this 
conception  of  the  reign  of  law  in  nature,  that  for  God  to  send 
rain  or  fair  weather  by  the  exercise  of  his  will,  would  involve 
the  creation  of  force  and  would  therefore  be  a  miracle.  The 
meaning  of  the  proposition,  when  rendered  into  plain  language, 
is  neither  more  nor  less  than  this :  to  do  anything  is  to  create 
the  force  involved  in  the  act,  and  its  correlate  is  that  to  make 
anything  is  to  create  the  matter  composing  it  To  make  a 
house,  then,  is  to  create  the  wood  and  stone,  no  less  than  the 
force  which  brings  them  together.  It  would  be  a  waste  of  time 
to  refute  so  utterly  groundless  a  proposition,  except  for  the  fact 
that  the  advocates  of  Materialism  rely  so  implicitly  upon  its 
soundness. 

According  to  the  doctrine  of  the  passage  quoted,  Mr.  Spen- 
cer, assuming  that  all  phenomena  are  the  natural  and  necessary 
outcome  of  the  "  persistence  of  force,"  speaks  of  '^  matter  and 
force  "  as  manifestations  to  us  of  an  unknowable  cause,  as  if 
having  done  this  he  had  made  a  place  in  his  system  for  the 
belief  that  God  is  the  author  of  the  works  of  Natura  Yet  by 
his  own  showing,  the  eternal  existence  of  matter  and  force  in 
the  past  is  as  legitimate  a  conclusion  from  his  argument  as 
their  continued  existence  in  the  future,  which  he  terms  their 
persistenca  (See  First  Principles,  p.  182,  §  56.)  If,  then,  the 
phenomena  of  organic  and  superorganic  existences  necessarily 
result  from  the  persistence  of  force,  the  belief  in  a  first  cause 
outside  of  matter  and  forc^,  or  beyond  them,  or  in  any  way  dis- 
tinct from  them,  is  only  alternative  to  the  belief  that  matter  and 
force  are  self-existent  from  eternity,  of  which  Mr.  Spencer 
thinks  that  his  argument  proves  the  contrary  to  be  inconceiva- 
ble.    But  slender  as  the  necessitv  is  which  arises  from  Mr. 
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Spencer's  ai^umeat  for  supposing  "  the  unknowable  cause,"  how 
does  it  affect  the  case  if  we  suppose  it  proven,  according  to  the 
aigument,  as  the  cause  only  of  the  existence  of  matter  and 
force?  We  still  find  that  matter  and  force  are  independent,  as 
they  were  in  the.  other  case,  and,  being  in  existence  no  matter 
how,  have  it  in  them  to  be  the  cause  of  whatever  takes  place 
in  nature.  Supposing  matter  and  force  to  persist — ^to  be  inde- 
structible— how  is  the  case  changed  if  we  drop  out  the  unknow- 
able cause?  All  phenomena  resulted  necessarily  from  the 
persistence  of  these  prime  factors  of  the  case  before,  why  shall 
they  not  result  ^m  the  same  persistence  now  ?  Manifestly 
the  supposition  of  the  unknowable  cause  is  already  dropped 
out,  so  far  as  it  implies  the  being  of  God,  for  it  is  folly  to  call 
that  an  acknowledgment  of  God  which  begins  its  argument 
with  an  attempt  to  demonstrate  the  utter  uselessness  of  bis 
existence.  But  having  thus  excluded  God  from  his  scheme  of 
nature,  except  as  to  the  original  constitution  of  matter  and 
force,  he  completes  the  circle  of  his  argument  by  denying  his 
personal  existence.  Having  thus  denied  to  God  all  present 
interest  in  the  order  of  nature,  it  has  been  seen  that  as  he  might 
proceed  to  deny  his  existence  in  direct  terms  without  changing 
the  case  in  any  way,  so  he  has  already,  by  a  mere  artifice  of 
words,  denied  his  existence  while  seeming  to  affirm  it 

Again,  it  is  evident  that  to  be  the  cause  of  the  existence  of 
matter  and  force,  is  not  the  same  thing  as  to  be  the  cause  of 
those  forms  of  existence  which  are  derived  from  them.  The 
creation  of  man,  for  example,  did  not  imply  the  creation  of 
either  matter  or  force,  neither  would  his  destruction  imply  their 
destruction.  The  acceptance  of  Mr.  Spencer's  proposition  de- 
mands our  acceptance,  therefore,  of  two  antecedent  propositions ; 
the  one,  that  organic  and  superorganic  existences  could  result 
fix>m  the  exercise  of  powers  conferred  upon  matter ;  the  other, 
that  such  changes  in  nature  as  we  know,  or  at  least  some  of 
them,  do  as  a  fact  so  occur.  That  neither  of  these  propositions 
can  be  established  will  more  fully  appear  by  the  way. 

But  the  force  being  permanent,  Prof  l^ndall  tells  us,  the 
phenomena  are  necessary,  and  the  necessary  action  of  natural 
law  IB  opposed  to  the  spontaneity  of  mind.  What  is  meant 
by  this  is  undoubtedly,  that  when  rain  Mis  it  is  as  a  necessary 
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effect  of  gravitation.  But  after  a  little  whilcj  the  conditions 
being  changed,  the  same  law,  by  an  equal  necessity,  causes  it  to 
rise  again  into  the  air.  Is  the  force  then  not  constant,  or  is 
Prof  Tyndall  in  error  as  to  the  alleged  necessity  ?  For  we  see 
that  whatever  the  necessity  may  be,  we  may  know  the  law,  with- 
out being  able  to  say  on  account  of  it  whether  at  a  particular 
time  and  place  there  will  be  rain  or  dry  weather.  Again,  as  a 
ball  rises  into  the  air  as  a  necessary  effect  of  the  force  impelling 
it  a  necessary  effect  of  gravitation  is  to  retard  its  motion ;  but 
when  the  projecting  force  is  exhausted,  it  is  an  equally  neces- 
sary effect  of  gravitation  to  accelerate  its  progress  towards  the 
ground.  Prol  Huxley  scouts  the  idea  of  necessity,  and  says : 
"  Fact  I  know  and  Law  I  know,  but  what  is  this  Necessity 
save  an  empty  shadow  of  my  own  mind's  throwing?"  (p.  89.) 
Yet,  that  the  motions  supposed  are,  under  the  circumstances 
prevailing  at  the  time,  necessary  effects  of  the  forces  producing 
them.  Prof.  Huxley  could  not  but  admit  And  that  they,  all 
of  them,  occur  by  transformations  of  force.  Prof.  Tyndall  will 
not  deny.  Nevertheless  they  are  caused  not  by  any  necessity 
inhering  in  the  forces  themselves,  but  by  the  conditions  which 
determine  what  the  forces  shall  do.  A  locomotive,  too,  moves 
as  it  does  on  account  of  necessities  inhering  in  the  very  nature 
of  things.  But  if  the  engineer  chooses  he  may  so  change  the 
positions  of  some  of  its  parts  relatively  to  each  other,  that  it 
shall  from  an  equal  necessity  move  either  fester  or  slower  than 
it  does,  or  in  the  opposite  direction,  or  stop  altogether.  The 
necessity  alleged  is  not  in  the  laws  of  nature  then,  for  they  are 
seen  to  be  utterly  indifferent  as  to  what  they  shall  do  or  whether 
they  shall  do  anything  or  not  It  is.  in  the  conditions  rather, 
by  the  establishment  of  which  the  particular  actions  which  we 
attribute  to  laws  are  rendered  necessary,  and  it  is  determined 
what  they  shall  do.  So  while  the  laws  of  nature  are  constant 
and  unvarying  in  their  operation,  the  conditions  which  c«ll  them 
into  play  and  control  their  activities  are  infinitely  variable; 
and  it  becomes  possible  to  do  an  infinite  diversity  of  things, 
not  by  changing  the  laws,  as  Prof.  Tyndall  supposes,  but  by 
varying  the  conditions.  When,  therefore,  we  conclude  that 
forces  do  not  act  of  themselves,  but  only  at  the  bidding  of  a 
superior  power,  we  confirm  the  words  of  Mr.  Spencer,  when  he 
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truly  says,  that  the  tendency  of  forces  is  to  equilibrium.  {Spont 
Generation  and  Hypoih.  of  Phys.  Units.)  Equilibrium  is  rest, 
and  a  tendency  to  rest  cannot  easily  be  construed  into  a  power 
of  motion.  And  when  we  say  that  the  order  of  events  is  deter- 
mined, not  by  the  uniformity  of  law,  but  by  some  power  having 
control  of  the  conditions  which  render  the  forces  of  nature 
active,  we  only  admit  what  we  must  do,  if  we  interpret  the  law 
of  correlation  according  to  the  facts  of  human  experience. 

Prof.  Tyndall  discloses  another  aspect  of  the  materialistic 
conception  of  the  prevalence  of  law  in  nature  when,  in  bespeak- 
ing our  toleration  for  the  hypothesis  of  Evolution,  he  says : 
"  For  what  are  the  core  and  essence  of  this  hypothesis  ?  Strip 
it  naked  and  you  stand  face  to  face  with  the  notion  that  not 
alone  the  more  ignoble  forms  of  an\malcular  or  animal  life,  not 
alone  the  nobler  forms  of  the  horse  and  lion,  not  alone  the 
exquisite  and  wonderful  mechanism  of  the  human  body,  but  that 
the  human  mind  itself — emotion,  intellect,  will,  and  all  their 
phenomena,  were  once  latent  in  a  fiery  cloud.  Surely  the  mere 
statement  of  such  a  notion  is  more  than  a  refutation.  But  the 
hypothesis  would  probably  go  even  further  than  this.  Many 
who  hold  it  would  probably  assent  to  the  position,  that  at  the 
present  moment  all  our  philosophy,  all  our  poetry,  all  our 
science,  and  all  our  art — Plato,  Shakespeare,  Newton,  Raphael 
— are  potential  in  the  fires  of  the  sun."  In  the  hypothesis  of 
Evolution,  then,  to  discover  that  a  thing  was  once  latent  some- 
where in  nature,  or  that  it  was  potential  in  something,  is  some- 
how the  same  as  to  have  discovered  the  cause  of  its  present 
existence.  But  a  house  is  one  of  the  things  which  may  be 
made  out  of  wood ;  it  is  therefore  potential  in  wood.  And  it 
may  also  be  made  by  the  use  of  force ;  thus  it  is  potential  also 
in  force.  Nevertheless,  a  little  philosophical  reflection  shows, 
that  if  it  did  not  first  become  actual  in  thought,  and  not  poten- 
tial only,  it  might  remain  potential  in  matter  and  force  alone 
through  an  endless  succession  of  geological  epochs,  without 
suggesting  even  a  potentiality  of  becoming  an  actual  house. 
If  it  could  be  proven,  then,  that  "  mind,  emotion,  will,  and  all 
their  phenomena,  were  once  latent  in  a  fiery  cloud,"  we  should 
still  be  as  far  as  we  were  before  from  knowing  how  they  came 
to  be  the  fSsicts  which  we  know  them  to  be.    Latent  then,  why 
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are  they  not  latent  now  ?  like  the  infinity  of  other  things  which 
being  potential  only  are  no  less  potential  now,  but  are  likely  to 
remain  forever  latent  Substituting  for  the  heat  of  the  sun  or 
our  fiery  cloud  a  heap  of  coal,  in  which  a  great  number  of 
industries  lie  latent  in  the  form  of  potential  heat,  we  might 
know  the  fact,  without  involving  a  knowledge  of  the  actual 
cooking,  or  house  warming,  or  spinning,  or  forging,  or  journey- 
ing by  land  or  sea,  in  which  it  will  sometime  bear  a  part 
And  we  know  without  even  a  conscious  effort  of  thought  that 
it  could  never  bear  a  part  in  any  of 'them  in  any  other 
capacity  than  as  a  servant  of  mind.  Essential,  therefore,  as  the 
conception  may  be,  as  a  part  of  the  materialistic  philosophy, 
we  might  admit  its  truth,  without  making  any  real  progress 
towards  the  materialistic  conclusion.  The  question  would  still 
remain  as  it  was  before,  How  came  these  things  to  be  as  they 
are?  Is  it  the  work  of  mind  or  matter?  Evolution,  as  ex- 
pounded by  Mr.  Spencer,  answers  that  it  is  the  work  of  matter 
and  its  forces.  But  that  the  potentialities  of  matter  and  force 
form  a  suflScient  groundwork  for  the  answer,  is  a  proposition  to 
the  adniission  of  which  we  shall  never  be  able  to  see  our  way, 
until  we  find  that  all  the  good  things  have  come  to  pass  which 
might  have  been. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  argument  of  materialism  at  this 
point,  as  well  as  at  every  other,  claims  to  be  an  outgrowth  of 
the  Correlation  and  Conservation  of  Force.  Accordingly  it 
assumes  to  account  for  mind  and  thought  by  the  "combination 
and  resolution  of  the  ideas  of  matter  and  forca"  By  a  primary 
necessity  of  the  case,  therefore,  it  afl&rms  a  correlation  of  vital 
and  mental  with  physical  forces.  Consequently,  not  only  Prof. 
Tyndall,  but  Prof.  Huxley,  and  Mr.  Spencer,  are  strenuous  in 
denying  that  we  can  know  any  radical  distinction  between  mind 
and  matter.  Says  Prof.  Tyndall,  in  relation  to  this  point : 
**  These  Evolution  notions  are  absurd,  monstrous,  and  fit  only  for 
the  intellectual  gibbet,  in  relation  to  the  ideas  concerning  mat- 
ter drilled  into  us  while  young.  Spirit  and  matter  have  ever 
been  presented  to  us  in  the  rudest  contrast,  the  one  as  all  noble, 
the  other  as  all  vile.  But  is  this  correct?"  (p.  160.)  And 
again,  speaking  of  the  notion  that  life  is  the  product  of  molec- 
ular action,  he  says :  "  If  these  statements  startle,  it  i6  because 
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matter  has  been  defined  and  maligned  by  philosophers  and  theo- 
logians who  were  equally  unaware  that  it  is  at  bottom  essentially 
mystical  and  transcendental"  Prof  Huxley,  too,  conceiv- 
ing it  to  be  proven  that  all  vital  action  may  with  propriety  be 
said  to  be  the  result  of  molecular  forces,  says :  ^'  And  if  so  it 
must  be  true,  and  in  the  same  sense,  and  to  the  same  extent, 
that  the  thoughts  to  which  I  am  now  giving  utterance,  and 
your  thoughts  regarding  them,  are  the  expression  of  molecular 
changes  in  that  matter  of  life  which  is  the  source  of  our  other 
vital  phenomena."  (p.  88.)  A  sufficient  examination  of  the  sub- 
ject will  show  how  inadequate  a  view  of  it  these  passages  dis- 
close. What  then  does  correlation  teach  concerning  it?  This 
cardinal  doctrine  of  materialism  cannot  be  true  unless  all  the 
actions  of  matter  can  be  resolved  into  motions.  According  to  it 
no  motion  arises  except  by  the  conversion  of  some  other  motion 
into  it,  and  no  motion  disappears  except  by  being  transformed 
into  some  other  motion.  Accordingly  both  Mr.  Spencer  and 
Prof  Barker  hold  that  correlation  impUes  convertibility.  {IHrat 
Prin,,  p.  217;  Cor.  V.  and  Phys.  Forces^  p.  7.)  If  then  the 
actions  of  the  mind  are  not  convertible  into  material  motions, 
the  case  breaks  down.  But  the  convertibility  of  correlation 
implies  that  the  correlated  motion  is  converted  out  of  that 
which  caused  it,  and  again  into  some  other  motion  of  which  it 
thus  becomes  the  cause.  Suppose  then  we  affirm  that  the 
motion  of  a  locomotive  is  the  act  of  a  man  I  The  proposition 
is  indubitable;  but  it  is  not  iniplied  that  it  is  the  act  of  his 
body,  but  of  his  mind.  If  now  it  can  be  shown  that  the  men- 
tal action  which  causes  the  motion  is  transformed  into  it,  and 
causes  it  by  a  transformation  into  it,  then  there  is  a  correlation 
of  mental  with  physical  forces.  But  on  no  other  terms  is  the 
idea  admissible  for  a  moment  Tet  correlation  teaches  that 
the  force  concerned  is  not  derived  from  mind,  but  from  matter, 
by  the  combustion  of  fuel  under  the  boiler.  Then  the  actions 
of  mind  are  not  transformed  into  the  actions  of  matter,  and  do 
not  reappear  in  that  which  mind  does,  as  correlation  requires. 

But  if  the  actions  of  mind  are  not  converted  into  physical  mo- 
tions, neither  are  the  motions  of  matter  converted  into  thought 
Yet  Mr.  Spencer  tells  us :  '^  That  no  idea  or  feeling  arises 
save  as  a  result  of  some  physical  force  expended  in  producing: 
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it,  is  fast  becoming  a  commonplace  of  science ;  and  whoever 
duly  weighs  the  evidence  will  see  that  nothing  but  an  over- 
whelming bias  in  favor  of  a  preconceived  theory  can  explain 
its  non-acceptance."  If  we  duly  weigh  the  evidence  then,  we 
shall  end  by  admitting  the  truth  of  Mr.  Spencer's  proposition. 
Let  us  see  I  He  is  here  speaking  of  a  correlation,  and  a  conse- 
quent convertibility  of  vital  and  mental  with  physical  forces ; 
and  his  proposition  is  identical  with  saying,  that  when  a  book 
excites  thought  or  feeling  in  the  mind,  it  is  by  the  expenditure 
of  a  physical  force  upon  the  mind.  Thus  by  the  terms  of  the 
law  of  correlation,  it  is  by  communicating  some  motion  of  its 
own  to  the  mind  of  the  reader ;  and  as  it  cannot  both  commu- 
nicate and  retain  it,  its  power  to  excite  mental  action  must  suffer 
a  proportional  diminution  at  each  successive  reading,  and  be- 
come exhausted  at  last  like  the  motion  of  a  top.  Or  if  the 
motion  is  supposed  to  proceed  from  a  force  residing  in  the  book, 
it  must  proceed  from  a  centre  through  a  distance,  of  which  its 
intensity  must  be  inversely  as  the  square.  This  may  not  look 
exactly  like  the  law  by  which  a  book  acts  upon  the  mind,  but 
if  there  is  a  correlation  of  mental  with  physical  forces,  it  does 
look  like  that,  and  we  make  bold  to  affirm  that  nothing  less  can 
satisfy  the  requirements  of  Mr.  Spencer's  proposition.  If  it  is 
what  Mr.  Spencer  means,  then  he  believes  in  the  alleged  corre- 
lation ;  but  otherwise,  what  does  he  mean  ?  And  the  case  is  no 
better  if  we  consider  any  other  mode  of  exciting  mental  action. 
For  the  thing  to  be  accounted  for  is  not  some  vague  and  object- 
less vibration  of  the  substance  of  the  brain,  like  the  producing 
of  a  heated  state  in  a  piece  of  metal,  which  might  indeed  be 
accounted  for  by  a  sufficient  physical  force.  But  when 
thoughts  are  addressed  to  the  mind  through  the  ear  by  spoken 
words,  or  through  the  eye  by  writing,  while  the  eye  or  the  ear 
is  affected  by  those  vibrations  which  we  caU  light  or  sound, 
the  mind  is  affected  only  by  the  meaning.  And  as  the  sensa- 
tions of  sight  and  sound  are  alike  impassible  to  that  which 
alone  affects  the  mind,  so  the  mind  is  not  excited  to  think  as  it 
does  by  light  or  sound,  but  only  by  the  meaning  with  which 
they  are  invested  by  mind  itself. 

Materialism  cannot  maintain  an  existence  as  a  system  of 
thought  unless  it  can  show  an  identity  of  mind  with  matter 
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through  a  correlation  of  thought  with  material  motions.  But 
the  entire  eflfort  to  establish  such  an  identity  is  estopped  at  the 
outset  by  the  discovery  to  which  the  law  of  correlation  itself 
leads  the  wa}*^,  that  mind  and  matter  have  two  distinct  and  in- 
convertible modes  of  action.  It  is  an  insoluble  mystery  then 
how  the  implied  conversion  can  take  place,  for  the  completely 
satisfactory  reason,  that  it  is  not  in  the  nature  of  things  that  it 
could  take  place.  When  Prof.  Huxley  speaks  of  matter  and 
law,  therefore,  as  having  devoured  spirit  and  spontaneity,  he 
might  fls  well  have  said,  on  account  of  the  impenetrability  of 
matter,  that  our  knowledge  of  matter  tends  to  banish  our  belief 
in  space. 

If  we  class  the  motions  of  the  locomotive  among  human 
actions,  it  is  because  we  see  in  them  a  use  of  natural  means  for 
the  accomplishment  of  human  purposes,  and  we  know  that  it 
is  man  who  uses  these  forces  of  nature  as  the  servants  of  his 
thought  and  will.  The  materialistic  denial  of  miracles  is  in  it- 
self an  admission,  that  this  subjection  of  matter  to  the  domin- 
ion of  mind  is  in  the  order  of  nature.  For  if  nothing  takes 
place  out  of  the  established  order,  we  may  at  least  have  the 
benefit  of  believing  that  what  does  take  place  is  a  part  of  that 
order.  Nevertheless  Prof  Tyndall  thinks  that  science  teaches 
a  doctrine  different  from  that  of  our  proposition,  and  that  we 
can  accomplish  our  purposes  only  by  changing  the  laws  of 
nature.  He  says :  *'  Granting  the  power  of  free  will  in  man, 
and  assuming  the  efficacy  of  free  prayer  to  produce  changes  in 
external  nature,  it  necessarily  follows  that  natural  laws  are 
more  or  less  at  the  mercy  of  man's  volition,  and  no  conclusion 
founded  on  the  assumed  permanency  of  those  laws  would  be 
worthy  of  confidence.'*  (p.  40.)  But  we  have  in  the  locomo- 
tive an  example  of  the  way  in  which  the  forces  of  nature  are 
evoked  from  their  latent  form  (the  equilibrium  of  Mr.  Spen- 
cer) and  made  to  do  the  will  of  mind. 

The  physical  energy  which  moves  it  is  generated  within 
itself,  from  the  store  of  forces  existing  beforehand  in  external 
nature,  and  laid  up  in  the  wood  or  coal  consumed  under  its 
boiler ;  and  it  is  done  in  a  manner  precisely  analogous  to  that 
in  which  the  strength  of  our  bodies  is  developed  from  the  food 
we  eat     When  it  moves  itself  and  the  train,  therefore,  the 
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motion  is  folly  accoanted  for,  under  the  law  of  Conservation, 
modicum  for  modicum,  by  the  heat  of  the  fire. 

So  far  the  supremacy  of  physical  law  is  complete  and  renders 
its  testimony  to  the  fSsict,  that  the  motion  of  the  locomotive  is  a 
work  of  Nature  in  as  complete  a  sense  as  that  of  a  comet  But 
if  the  force  which  moves  it  is  derived  from  the  fire,  it  is  not  at 
the  same  time  derived  from  some  other  source.  Yet  we  see 
that  when  it  moves,  its  motion  is  like  the  boiling  of  the  tea- 
kettle, the  creature  of  thought,  and  that  it  starts  or  stops,  goes 
fast  or  slow,  forward  or  back,  doing  great  feats  of  strength  and 
swiftness,  precisely  as  if  it  were  a  part  of  the  physical  organi- 
zation of  the  thinking  being  whose  acts  its  motions  have  become. 
We  have  in  it  an  example  then  of  the  way  in  which  the 
powers  of  nature  are  made  obedient  to  mind  and  will,  without 
being  emancipated  from  the  dominion  of  law. 

A  further  examination  will  show,  that  the  agency  of  mind 
in  causing  the  motion  is  not  of  the  nature  of  a  physical  action 
as  defined  by  the  law  of  Correlation.  What  mind  does  in  the 
case  is  done  by  the  use  of  physical  force,  from  the  mining  of 
the  coal  to  the  turning  on  of  the  steam.  Yet  thought  imparts 
nothing  beyond  the  condition  of  activity  to  any  of  these  forces, 
for  each  of  them  is  tracable  to  some  material  source.  But 
mind  is  nevertheless,  by  this  fitct  alone,  the  author  of  all  the 
actions  which  we  attribute  to  them ;  and  not  one  of  these  ac- 
tions could  occur  without  this  intervention  of  an  intelligent 
cause.  Yet  neither  the  thought  which  causes  them,  nor  the 
motions  themselves,  can  be  said  to  be  connected  by  conserva- 
tion with  the  motion  of  the  train,  for  not  one  of  them  is  to  be 
found  reproduced  in  it  They  are  all  of  them  actions  of  which 
matter  is  incapable,  and  even  the  material  motions  concerned 
have  no  conceivable  relation  to  the  moving  of  a  locomotive, 
except  as  that  relation  is  established  by  mind,  and  exists,  as  it 
can  only  exist,  in  thought  It  is  not  even  a  relation  of  matter 
to  matter,  and  does  not  proceed  from  material  laws,  and  it  could 
not  even  have  an  existence  apart  from  thought ;  for  drop  any 
material  factor  out  of  the  case,  and  mind  can  replace  it ;  but  drop 
mind  out,  and  the  case  itself  disappears.  And  it  matters  not 
at  what  stage  of  it  we  dispense  with  mind,  whether  before  the 
locomotive  was  invented,  or  as  it  stands  upon  the  track  with 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1874]  Natural  Law^  and  Spiritudl  Agency.  689 

steam  up,  and  every  capacity  of  a  locomotive  complete  and 
perfect  in  it,  the  moment  mind  ceases  to  be  a  &ctor  in  it,  its 
existence  as  a  locomotive  is  as  completely  at  an  end  as  is  that  of 
a  man  who  has  become  a  corpse,  and  nothing  would  be  added 
to  the  completeness  of  its  destruction  if  it  were  reduced  back 
into  the  original  dust  from  which  it  was  evolved  by  the  power 
of  thought  Mind  is  absolutely  the  cause  of  its  existence ;  and 
it  is  no  less  absolutely  the  cause  of  every  one  of  its  motions ; 
but  it  is  not  the  cause  of  either  the  one  or  the  other  by  virtue 
of  any  motion  which  is  transferred  from  itself  to  matter,  for  it 
is  clear  that  no  such  transfer  takes  place,  inasmuch  as  all  the 
motions  concerned  are  known  to  proceed  from  some  material 
source  distinct  from  mind.  What  mind  does  in  the  case  is  to 
know  the  nature  of  matter  and  its  forces,  and  by  means  of  its 
knowledge  of  them,  to  devise  and  establish  such  relations  be- 
tween them,  inventing  the  locomotive  and  constructing  it, 
adapted  in  the  formation  and  arrangement  of  its  parts  to  be 
moved  by  steam,  and  afterwards  bringing  together  the  fuel  and 
water,  so  as  to  render  them  the  means  of  doing  its  will  in  mov- 
ing the  train.  While,  then,  the  physical  entity,  which  we  call  a 
locomotive,  would  not  be  deprived  of  its  existence  as  a  physi- 
cal entity  by  the  fact  of  being  separated  from  mind,  that  is, 
would  not  part  with  its  physical  existence,  yet  that  very  exist- 
ence was  derived  from  mind,  and  could  not  have  been  derived 
from  any  other  source ;  and  it  could  not  have  become  the  thing 
that  it  is,  even  through  the  agency  of  mind,  except  for  the  con- 
scious power  of  mind  to  use  such  a  thing  as  it  is :  and  as  it 
could  not  have  come  into  existence,  except  as  mind  was  both 
the  author  and  the  end  of  its  being,  so  it  cannot  even  be  im- 
agined to  exist  as  a  locomotive,  that  is,  to  have  a  power  of 
moving  from  place  to  place,  unless  we  can  first  suppose  that 
there  is  a  power  in  mind  to  move  it  There  must  be  a  mind 
in  it  Its  physical  powers  are  neither  greater  nor  less  from  the 
fact  that  mind  is  in  it  or  not;  but  when  mind  is  in  it,  it  has  a 
power  to  move  ;  but  such  a  power  is  otherwise  inconceivable. 

It  is  seen  then  that  the  very  process  of  thought  by  which 
the  locomotive  was  brought  out  of  nonentity  into  being,  pre- 
supposes a  power  which  could  be  superadded  to  those  of  matter 
— which  not  being  of  them  was  superior  to  them,  and  able  to 
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make  them  the  means  of  doing  things  of  which  they  are  of 
themselves  incapable. 

It  has  been  observed  that  the  motions  of  the  locomotive  are 
like  those  of  a  living  being,  inasmuch  as  they  partake  of  the 
volitions  of  the  engineer.  It  has  been  seen,  too,  that  they  are 
like  them  in  the  fact  that  when  his  mind  is  separated  from  the 
control  of  them  they  cease,  and  the  locomotive  becomes  like  an 
inanimate,  lifeless  body.  That  most  wonderful  of  the  works 
of  man,  the  product  of  a  thousand  inventions,  which  was 
before  instinct  with  life  and  motion  in  everj'^  part,  with  a  power 
of  self-continuance,  is  reduced  in  an  instant  to  the  helplessness 
of  a  rock.  Mind,  then,  is  a  vital  force  in  the  locomotive,  and 
by  adding  it  or  taking  it  away,  we  are  enabled  to  determine  the 
very  point  at  which  mind  and  matter  come  together  in  the  pro- 
duction of  vital  phenomena.  It  may  be  as  the  scientists  affirm, 
that  not  an  action  of  the  mind  takes  place  without  some  ac- 
companying physical  aflFection  of  the  vital  apparatus,  involving 
the  expenditure  of  force.  But  as  in  the  locomotive  the  pres- 
sure of  steam  in  the  boiler  is  only  an  instrument  by  the  use  of 
which  the  engineer  moves  the  train,  so  the  physical  forces  of  the 
body  are  seen  to  be  only  the  instruments  by  the  use  of  which 
the  mind  causes  the  motions  of  the  body.  And  there  is  the 
same  reason  to  conclude  that  the  heat  in  the  boiler  emanates 
from  the  mind  of  the  engineer,  from  the  fact  that  it  is  a  mani- 
festation to  us  of  the  action  of  his  mind,  as  there  is  to  infer 
fix)m  those  flushes  of  heat  in  the  body  which  accompany  the 
actions  of  the  mind,  that  animal  heat  is  correlated  with  the 
vital  forca  But  as  the  heat  in  the  boiler  might  remain  for- 
ever without  diminution  or  abatement,  without  so  much  as 
raising  a  presumption  of  a  power  in  it  to  move  the  locomotive, 
so  it  is  seen  that  in  whatever  forms  physical  .energy  may  ac- 
company the  actions  of  the  mind,  there  does  not  arise  even  a 
presumption  of  a  community  of  functions  between  mind  and 
matter.  If  they  were  inseparable  in  experience  they  could 
not  be  confounded  in  the  understanding ;  but  the  locomotive 
enables  us  to  separate  them,  and  so  to  study  them  apart,  and 
afterwards  to  verify  our  conclusions  by  i-euniting  their  func- 
tions in  what  is,  for  all  the  purposes  of  the  argument,  a  single 
living  being. 
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We  find  in  vitalitj,  then,  no  departure  from  that  order  of 
nature  according  to  which  mind  is  the  real  author  of  what 
matter  seems  to  do ;  but  on  the  other  hand,  a  striking  example 
of  it,  as  we  do  in  the  formation  of  rain. 

If  we  may  believe  Prol  Tyndall,  "  the  physical  philosopher 
as  such  must  be  a  pure  materialist ;"  and  Prof.  Huxley  tells  us 
that :  *^  If  there  is  one  thing  clear  about  the  progress  of  modem 
science,  it  is  the  tendency  to  reduce  aU  scientific  problems,  ex- 
cepx  those  which  are  purely  mathematical,  to  questions  of 
molecular  physics — that  is  to  say,  to  the  attractions,  repulsions, 
and  coordination  of  the  ultimate  particles  of  matter."  (p.  111.) 
But  the  boiling  of  the  tea-kettle  and  the  motion  of  the  locomo- 
tive are  clearly  a  legitimate  subject  of  scientific  inquiry.  Sup- 
pose, then,  we  ask  diese  masters  in  science  to  tell  us  how  the 
philosophers  can  describe  all  that  we  know.about  the  cause  of 
them,  by  '^  the  combination  and  resolution  of  the  ideas  of  matter 
and  force,"  or  by  what  means  we  may  compress  all  of  it  into  a 
"problem  of  molecular  physica"  And  this  is  no  idle  request, 
for  we  find  that  so  fisu*  as  we  are  at  present  instructed  by 
science,  we  may  exhaust  every  conceivable  resource  of  molecu- 
lar physics  upon  them,  without  reaching,  or  even  approaching, 
the  weightiest  question  of  all  concerning  them.  And  Prol 
Tyndall  himself  admits  as  much  when  in  speaking  of  the  ulti- 
mate cause  of  things,  he  says :  *'  As  &r  as  I  can  see,  there  is  no 
quality  in  the  human  intellect  which  is  fit  to  be  applied  to  the 
solution  of  the  problem.  It  entirely  transcends  ua  "(p.  98.) 
Tet  by  some  means  or  other  we  do  know  that  these  things 
have  a  cause  which  lies  beyond  those  laws  which  materialism 
discourses  to  us  about,  and  which,  transcending  matter  and  its 
laws,  uses  them  to  make  these  works  of  art,  and  afterwards  to 
do  its  will  with  them.  This  is  a  piece  of  science,  too,  "  which 
may  be  verified  experimentally  as  often  as  we  like  to  try." 
Can  Materialism  deny  the  fact ;  or  can  it  tell  us  how  to  treat 
it  as  a  question  of  the  "interplay  of  matter  and  force?" 

It  has  been  said  that  the  motion  of  the  locomotive  is  like 
every  other  motion  of  matter,  a  natural  phenomenon.  The 
authority  for  the  statement  is  to  be  found  in  the  law  of  corre- 
lation^ which  aflBrms  that  every  motion  of  matter  is  the  work 
of  an  exactly  commensurate  force,  and  that  so  far  as  a  depend- 
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ence  of  phenomena  upon  the  laws  of  nature  for  their  occurrence 
is  concerned,  there  is  an  absolute  uniformity  in  every  depart- 
ment of  nature's  work.  The  proposition  is  unassailable,  unless 
it  can  be  shown  that  natural  phenomena  are  more  completely  the 
work  of  force  or  natural  law  than  those  which  we  call  artificial 
If  materialists  choose  to  deny  it  they  are  at  liberty  to  do  so, 
but  they  must  at  the  same  time  deny  the  law  of  correlation — 
the  only  foundation  stone  upon  which  their  philosophical  hab- 
itation can  be  made  to  stand.  But  whatever  materialism  may 
say,  in  such  phenomena  as  we  clearly  understand,  as  we  do  the 
motion  of  the  locomotive,  we  know  that  there  is  an  intelligent 
cause  without  whose  intervention  the  forces  concerned  could 
not  have  had  any  connection  with  their  occurrence.  Extending 
this  rudiment  of  science  into  the  interpretation  of  the  larger 
facts  of  nature,  we  infer  such  a  cause  when  we  cannot  directly 
see  it ;  and  such  a  cause  being  a  necessary  factor  in  such  phenom- 
ena as  are  completely  within  our  knowledge,  let  him  sftow  who 
can  how  it  can  be  otherwise  than  necessary  in  those  more  difficult 
problems  of  science  which  surpass  our  immediate  knowledga 

But  Mr.  Spencer,  in  his  hypothesis  of  Evolution,  reasoning 
backward  as  it  were,  from  the  more  occult  to  the  more  familiar 
facts  of  science,  seeks  to  explain  the  origin  of  the  works  of 
nature,  including  man,  by  the  self-instituted  action  of  material 
forces,  without  the  intervention  of  mind.  "Some  two  years 
ago,  I  expressed  to  ray  friend  Prof  Huxley  my  dissatisfiswtion 
with  the  current  expression  'Conservation  of  Force;'  assigning 
as  reasons,  first,  that  the  word  ^ conservaiicn^  implies  a  con- 
server  and  an  act  of  conserving,  and  second,  that  it  does  not 
imply  the  existence  of  the  force  before  the  particular  manifes- 
tation of  it  with  which  we  commenced.  In  place  of  conserva- 
tion Prof.  Huxley  suggested  persistence.  This  entirely  meets 
the  first  of  the  two  objections,"  &c.  (Note,  First  Priru,  p.  185.) 
His  exposition  of  the  theory  recognizes  the  fact,  that  Evolu- 
tion could  not  be  complete  as  a  scheme  of  nature  without 
being  able  to  assimilate  mind  with  material  things,  but  it  can- 
not begin  to  be  true  unless  it  can  first  find  a  power  in  matter 
to  move  itself.  Such  a  power  Mr.  Spencer  accordingly  assumes 
to  find  in  those  material  forces  which  act  under  the  law  of  the 
Correlation  and  Conservation  of  Force. 
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A  system  which  thus  begins  at  the  top  of  its  edifice  to  build 
downwards,  reasoning  from  the  unknown  and  the  unknowable 
to  that  which  is  femiliarly  known,  may  be  one  of  the  phenom- 
ena of  philosophy,  but  that  it  is  utterly  opposed  to  science  is 
shown,  among  other  proofs,  by  what  is  involved  in  the  doctrine 
of  inertia. 

Some  seeing  the  difficulty  and  interpreting  the  law  of  Cor- 
relation by  the  hypothesis  of  Evolution,  have  imagined  a  con- 
flict between  Correlation  and  Inertia  ;  and,  seeking  to  untie  the 
knot,  have  made  haste  to  deny  inertia  in  behalf  of  molecular 
motion.  (NicholVs  Dictionary  of  Physical  Science^  Art  Inertia,) 
The  doctrine  of  Inertia  implies,  say  they,  that  the  natural  con- 
dition of  matter  is  that  of  absolute  rest,  whereas  no  particle  of 
matter  was  ever  known  or  even  supposed  to  be  in  such  a  state 
of  rest  Inertia,  therefore,  cannot  be  true.  Molecular  Evolution, 
as  has  been  said,  cannot  begin  to  be  true  unless  there  is  a  power 
in  matter  to  move  itseM.  That  there  neither  is  nor  can  be  such 
a  power  in  matter,  has  been  already  shown  from  one  point  of 
view,  in  the  &ct,  that  none  of  those  phenomena  of  which  we 
certainly  know  the  cause  could  occur  without  the  intervention 
of  mind.  That  the  same  conclusion  is  rendered  necessary  by 
the  impossibility  of  asserting  a  power  in  matter  to  move  itself, 
will  appear  when  it  is  seen  what  the  doctrine  of  inertia  really 
teaches. 

Suppose  a  body  of  matter  then,  as  a  ball,  subject  to  all  the 
molecular  and  other  motions  incident  to  matter.  "Whether 
there  is  only  one  or  any  conceivable  number  of  these,  does  not 
affect  the  fact  either  one  way  or  the  other,  that  another  motion 
may  be  imparted  to  it,  say  by  throwing.  But  before  the  act 
of  throwing  begins,  the  ball  is,  with  respect  to  the  motion  about 
to  be  imparted  to  it,  in  a  state  of  absolute  rest,  as  much  as  if  it 
neither  had  nor  was  capable  of  having  any  other  motion  but 
this  one.  Here,  then,  is  the  state  of  rest  required  by  the  idea 
of  inertia,  and  the  ball  is  necessarily  inert  with  respect  to  a 
motion  which  does  not  yet  exist  But  when  the  motion  begins 
the  ball  is  inert  from  necessity  with  respect  to  it,  inasmuch  as 
it  had  no  agency  in  producing  it ;  and  while  it  continues  it  is 
inert  with  respect  to  it  again  from  necessity,  having  no  agency 
but  a  passive  one  in  continuing  it ;  and  when  it  comes  to  rest, 
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it  is  again  inert  from  necessity  with  respect  to  a  motion  which 
no  longer  exists.  Matter  is  necessarily  inert,  then,  with  respect 
to  a  motion  which  is  imparted  to  it,  for  with  respect  to  every 
such  motion  its  natural  condition  is  that  of  absolute  rest ;  and 
it  remains  only  to  show  that  all  motions  are  imparted  to  mat- 
ter, to  render  it  certain  that  it  is  inert  with  respect  to  them  all 
and  incapable  of  moving  except  as  it  is  moved  by  some  power 
extraneous  to  itselC 

The  contrary  supposition  implies,  that  matter  may  move  it- 
self. But  if  it  moves  itself,  how  can  it  be  in  any  more  inti- 
mate and  perfect  sense  than  that  in  which  an  animal  body 
moves  itself  7  Yet  if  it  carries  a  load,  it  is  with  a  part  of  the 
same  strength  with  which  it  moves  itself.  Again,  one  part  of 
the  body  moves  another,  and  while  it  does  so,  is  forced  also  to 
move  itself,  and  whether  it  moves  itself  or  an  extraneous  load, 
it  is  done  with  strength  derived  from  extraneous  sources,  as 
food  and  air.  Then  it  is  done  under  the  law  of  conservation 
by  the  use  of  forces  which  existed  beforehand  in  external  na- 
ture, and  in  a  manner  in  no  respect  differing  from  that  in  which 
a  steam  engine  moves  itsel£  The  motions  of  an  animal  body 
are  then  as  much  imparted  to  it  as  to  the  load  which  it  carries. 
And,  unless  we  resort,  to  the  unscientific  and  irrational  sup- 
position of  a  power  of  spontaneous  motion  in  matter  which 
correlation  denies  to  living  beings,  there  is  no  escape  from  the 
conclusion  that  all  motions  are  imparted  to  matter  and  that  it 
is  inert  with  respect  to  them  all.  For  matter  is  necessarily 
inert  with  respect  to  motions  imparted  to  it,  and  while  nothing 
less  than  life  can  enable  us  to  assert  for  it  a  power  to  move 
itself,  we  see  that  life  itself  has  not  even  a  tendency  in  the 
required  direction,  and  may  be  either  affirmed  or  denied  with 
respect  to  matter — may  be  either  present  or  absent  in  it  with- 
out affecting  the  case  either  one  way  or  the  other. 

Evolution  could  not  begin  its  existence  as  a  scheme  of 
nature,  without  finding  in  matter  a  power  to  move  itself,  for 
the  reason  that  its  entire  stock  in  trade  consists  of  matter  and 
force.  This  precludes  it  &om  attempting  to  explain  any- 
thing except  by  "  the  combination  and  resolution  of  the  ideas 
of  matter  and  forca"  But  as  its  fundamental  postulate, 
the  law  of  the  Correlation  and  Conservation  of  Force,  teaches, 
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by  a  necessity  of  its  existence,  that  all  the  actions  of  matter 
are  resolvable  into  motions,  and  that  matter  can  do  anything 
only  by  communicating  some  motion  of  its  own  to  other  mat- 
ter, it  follows,  that  if  we  attribute  anything  to  matter  as  its 
cause,  it  must  be  upon  the  supposition  that  it  first  originated 
the  motion  which  it  imparts.  But  correlation  also  teaches  that 
force  is  like  matter,  indestructible.  Then  whatever  powers 
matter  may  have,  are  the  same  with  which  it  was  endowed  at 
the  beginning  of  its  existence.  Yet  inertia  shows  that  matter 
could  not  be  the  recipient  of  such  a  gift — ^that  it  could  not  be 
made  to  move  itself.  And  correlation  agrees  with  inertia  in 
showing  that  no  motion  of  matter  has  its  origin  in  the  body 
affected  by  it,  but  arises  from  the  transformation  of  some  other 
motion  into  it 

It  is  not  a  part  of  the  system  of  Evolution  to  deny  that  there 
is  a  power  somewhere  in  nature  to  originate  phenomena.  How 
could  it  be  denied?  But  it  cannot  admit  that  it  is  to  be  found 
in  mind,  without  rational  suicide ;  it  seeks  therefore  to  confer 
it  upon  matter — failing  to  discover  it  in  the  only  quarter 
where  it  was  ever  known  to  be,  and  vainly  imagining  that  it 
sees  it  where  it  could  not  possibly  go.  But  the  attempt  ends, 
as  the  expedients  of  desperation  sometimes  will,  in  the  very 
suicide  which  it  seeks  to  avoid.  In  order  to  account  for  a 
power  of  derivative  motion  in  living  beings,  which  is  all  that 
Correlation  will  any  way  allow,  it  invents  an  immeasurably 
higher  power  of  spontaneous  motion  in  matter.  Endeavoring 
to  get  upon  its  feet,  the  utmost  it  can  do  is  to  stand  upon  its 
head.  For  that  is  surely  the  reverse  of  evolution  which,  as- 
suming to  account  for  the  higher  forms  of  existence  by  pro- 
gressive development  from  those  which  are  lower,  is  forced  to 
assume,  to  begin  with,  as  the  basis  of  what  it  calls  Evolution,  a 
higher  condition  of  existence  in  matter  than  that  which  it  pro- 
poses to  end  with  in  organized  beings.  Neither  is  this  our  view 
alone :  for  both  Mr.  Spencer  and  Prof.  Tyndall  unconsciously 
recognize  the  justness  of  it,  the  former  when  he  speaks  of  mind 
as  compared  with  matter  as  the  "  so-called  higher,"  and  the  latter 
when  he  deprecates  the  summary  rejection  of  Evolution  on  the 
ground,  not  that  it  may  rationally  account  for  the  origin  of  things 
from  matter  considered  as  the  lowest  form  of  existence,  but  rather 
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on  the  supposition  that  we  may,  if  we  will,  regard  its  powers  as 
equal  to  those  of  mini  He  says,  "  These  Evolution  notions 
are  absurd,  monstrous,  and  fit  only  for  the  intellectual  gibbet, 
in  relation  to  the  ideas  concerning  matter  which  were  drilled 
into  us  while  young.  Spirit  and  matter  have  ever  been  pre- 
sented to  US  in  the  rudest  contrast,  the  one  as  all  noble,  the 
other  as  all  vile.  But  is  this  correct?  Does  it  represent  what 
our  mightiest  spiritual  teacher  would  call  the  Eternal  Fact  of 
the  Universe  ?  Upon  the  answer  to  this  question  all  depends. 
Supposing,  instead  of  having  the  foregoing  antithesis  presented 
to  our  youthftil  minds,  we  had  been  taught  to  regard  them  as 
equally  worthy  and  eqitally  wonderful ;  to  consider  them,  in  fiict, 
as  two  opposite  faces  of  the  self-same  mystery.  'Supposing 
that  in  youth  we  had  been  impregnated  with  the  notion  of  the 
poet  Goethe,  instead  of  the  poet  Young,  looking  at  matter,  not 
as  *brate  matter*  but  as  *the  living  garment  of  Qt)d':  do  you 
not  think  that  under  these  altered  circumstances,  the  law  of 
Relativity  might  have  had  an  outcome  dififerent  from  its  pre- 
sent one?  "  (p.  160.)  And  again,  *'  If  these  statements  startle, 
it  is  because*  matter  has  been  defined  and  maligned  by  phil- 
osophers and  theologians,  who  were  equally  unaware  that  it  is 
at  bottom  essentially  mystical  and  transcendentaL"  (p.  416.) 
And  "  without  this  total  revolution  of  the  notions  noto  prevcLient 
(he  tells  us)  the  Evolution  hypothesis  must  stand  condemned,^ 
And  soit  must,  and  there  is  not  even  a  gleam  of  hope  in  the 
proposed  alternative.  If  Evolution  has  nothing  better  to  ofiFer 
as  an  excuse  for  its  existence  than  a  hope  of  incorporating  into 
the  body  of  human  knowledge  an  inversion  of  the  nature  of 
things,  it  may  as  well  roll  up  its  scroll  and  flit  away  into  the 
region  of  the  "  Unknowable."  Science  cannot  permit  Evolu- 
tion nor  its  parent  Materialism  to  reverse  that  order  of  nature 
in  which  the  common  sense  of  mankind  has  always  seen,  and 
must  always  see  whether  it  will  or  not,  that  there  is  behind 
every  one  of  those  phenomena  which  our  common  language 
attributes  to  material  forces,  an  intelligent,  thinking  agency,  of 
whose  craft  they  are  but  the  implements ;  for  if  in  any  case  we 
fail  to  see  such  an  agent,  we  know  that  it  is  what  we  &il  to  see 
and  not  what  we  see — our  ignorance  and  not  our  knowledge  of 
Nature — which  makes  it  seem  to  be  an  exception  to  the  rula 
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Again,  inertia  is  but  tho  obverse  side  of  correlation,  and 
when  we  say  that  "  matter  moves  only  as  it  is  moved,"  we  state 
a  truth  which  lies  at  the  very  centre  of  both  doctrines.  Yet 
Evolution  cannot  bring  its  great  problem  of  the  universe  with- 
in the  compass  of  its  formula  without  eliminating  one  of  its 
factors  by  denying  inertia,  while  it  is  forbidden  on  pain  of 
death  to  dispense  with  the  troublesome  element  by  the  terms 
of  the  law  of  correlation  upon  which  alone  it  can  stgnd. 

It  has  been  premised,  that  that  mode  of  causation  implied  in 
Molecular  Evolution, — a  causing  of  particular  things  to  come  to 
pass  by  means  of  conferring  certain  powers  upon  matter  at  its 
creation,  is  contrary  to  the  nature  of  things  and  impossible. 
The  proof  has  appeared  in  the  argument  in  two  ways.  It  has 
been  shown  that  no  such  mode  of  causation  is  known  to  our 
experience,  and  that  it  has  on  that  account  no  legitimate  place 
in  science ;  and  again,  from  the  considerations  involved  in  the 
doctrine  of  inertia,  which  show  that  no  such  power  could  be 
conferred  upon  matter,  but  that,  on  the  other  hand,  its  absolute 
incapacity  to  do  anything  of  itself  is  inseparable  from  the  very 
idea  of  its  existence.  And  the  force  of  the  first  of  these  con- 
siderations is  multiplied  by  infinity  when  we  take  into  account 
the  uniformity  of  Natura  If  there  are  two  modes  of  causa- 
tion, there  are  two  Natures ;  and  uniformity  is  a  myth.  Evolu- 
tion must  of  necessity  then  assert  such  a  duality  of  nature,  or, 
on  the  other  hand,  deny  causation  by  mind,  and  along  with  it 
the  validity  of  experience. 

In  further  illustration  of  the  errors  of  materialism  concern- 
ing the  idea  of  Causation,  we  quote  again  from  Prof.  Huxley. 
He  says :  "  Let  us  suppose  that  knowledge  is  absolute  and  not 
relative,  and  therefore,  that  our  conception  of  matter  represents 
that  which  it  really  is.  Let  us  suppose  further,  that  we  do 
know  more  of  cause  and  effect  than  a  certain  definite  order  and 
succession  among  facts,  and  that  we  have  a  knowledge  of  the 
necessity  of  that  succession, — and  hence  of  necessary  laws, — ^and 
I  for  my  part  do  not  see  what  escape  there  is  from  utter  mate- 
rialism and  necessarianism.  For  it  is  obvious  that  our  knowl- 
edge of  what  we  call  the  material  world  is  to  begin  with,  at 
least,  as  certain  and  definite  as  that  of  the  spiritual  world,  and 
that  our  acquaintance  with  law  is  of  as  old  a  date  as  our 
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knowledge  of  spontaneity.  Further,  I  take  it  to  be  demon- 
strable, that  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  prove  that  anything 
whatever  may  not  be  the  eflFect  of  a  material  and  necessary 
cause,  and  that  human  logic  is  equally  incompetent  to  prove 
that  any  act  is  really  spontaneous.  A  really  spontaneous  act 
is  one  which  by  the  assumption  has  no  cause ;  and  the  attempt 
to  prove  such  a  negative  as  this  is  on  the  face  of  the  matter 
absurd.  And  while  it  is  thus  a  philosophical  impossibility  to 
demonstrate  that  any  given  phenomenon  is  not  the  effect  of  a 
material  cause,  anyone  who  is  acquainted  with  the  history  of 
science  will  admit,  that  its  progress  has  in  all  ages  meant,  and 
now  more  than  ever  means,  the  extension  of  the  province  of 
what  we  call  matter  and  causation,  and  the  concomitant  gradual 
banishment,  from  all  regions  of  human  thought,  of  what  we 
call  spirit  and  spontaneity."    (p.  86.) 

Suppose  then  we  say  that  the  boiling  of  a  tea-kettle  is  the 
work  of  mind,  it  is  the  same  as  to  say  that  it  is  caused  by  mind ; 
and  our  knowledge  of  the  fact  asserted  is  not  relative  but  abso- 
lute, and  we  do  know  more  about  the  cause  of  it  than  a  definite 
order  of  succession ;  for  although  mind  might  have  failed  in  the 
eflFort  to  cause  it,  and  it  was  not  therefore  a  necessary  effect  of 
the  action  of  mind,  we  know  that  it  was  by  a  necessity  insep- 
arable from  the  nature  of  things — that  when  it  occurred  it  was 
as  a  result  of  mental  action ;  but  having  duly  weighed  the 
whole  matter  in  the  light  of  all  that  materialistic  science  has  to 
say  in  the  premises,  we  find  nothing  in  it  which  hints  at  either 
materialism  or  necessarianism.  For  it  is  obvious  that  our 
knowledge  of  what  we  call  the  material  world  is  to  be  inter- 
preted by  what  we  know  of  the  spiritual  world,  and  that  being 
so  interpreted,  it  renders  our  acquaintance  with  law  of  no 
effect,  as  against  our  knowledge  of  spontaneity.  Further,  it 
being  demonstrable  that  the  boiling  of  the  tea-kettle  is  the 
effect  of  a  material  and  necessary  cause,  it  is  nevertheless  with- 
in the  power  of  human  logic  to  show,  that  it  is  at  the  same 
time  a  truly  spontaneous  action.  For  such  an  act  is  not  one 
which  by  the  assumption  has  no  cause,  and  the  attempt  to 
fasten  upon  us  such  a  contradiction  is  on  the  face  of  the  mat- 
ter absurd.  And  while  it  is  thus  impossible  that  anything 
should  become  an  act,  or  what  is  the  same  thing,  perhaps  a  fact 
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without  a  cause — a  doer,  it  is  idle  to  say  that  anything  but  the 
folly  of  men  has  had  a  tendency  to  banish  from  any  region  of 
human  thought  what  we  call  spirit  and  spontaneity.  And 
further,  it  is  evident  that  the  difficulty  which  Prof.  Huxley 
finds  in  this  matter  of  causation  lies  in  the  vain  endeavor  to 
interpret  it  as  if  it  were  a  function  of  matter,  whereas  experi- 
ence, and  therefore  science,  shows  that  it  is  in  its  ultimate  na- 
ture exclusively  a  function  of  mind.  And  strange  to  say, 
Prof.  Huxley  himself  points  the  way  to  this  very  conclusion, 
when  in  speaking  of  the  growth  of  knowledge  in  a  child,  he 
says  "  And  having  thus  good  evidence  for  believing  that  many 
of  the  most  interesting  occurrences  about  it  are  explicable  on 
the  hypothesis  that  they  are  the  work  of  intelligences  like  it- 
self— having  discovered  a  vera  causa  for  many  phenomena,  why 
should  the  child  limit  the  application  of  so  fruitful  an  hypothe- 
sis?" (p.  106.)  And  why,  we  ask,  should  the  philosopher 
limit  it  ?  And  we  do  not  charge  Prof.  Huxley  with  any  incon- 
sistency of  which  he  is  not  himself  aware,  for  he  frankly  tells 
«s  that  his  materialistic  reasoning  is  at  war  with  his  anti-ma- 
terialistic convictions  when  he  says,  **  Nevertheless  two  things 
are  certain :  the  one,  that  I  hold  the  statements  to  be  substan- 
tially true ;  the  other,  that  T  individually  am  no  materialist,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  believe  materialism  to  involve  grave  philosoph- 
ical error."  (p.  84.)  And  he  emphasizes  the  conclusion,  when 
he  says,  "  the  errors  of  systematic  materialism  may  paralyze 
the  energies  and  destroy  the  beauty  of  a  life."  Nothing  need 
be  added  to  the  force  of  such  a  condemnation.  But  when  we 
are  told,  nevertheless,  that  views  which  involve  such  deplorable 
consequences  are  "not  only  consistent  with,  but  necessitated 
by  sound  logic," — that  there  is  thus  a  necessity  to  teach  "grave 
philosophical  error  "  as  a  means  of  advancing  the  truth,  it  must 
be  that  Pro£  Huxley  means  it  only  as  one  of  those  purely 
subjective  truths  which  have  no  existence,  except  relatively  to 
the  mind,  and  which  is  not  much  of  a  truth  after  all  unless  we 
believe  it 

When  we  survey  the  works  of  nature  we  may  find  abundant 
ignorance  of  spiritual  agency ;  but  where  is  the  knowledge  of 
its  absence?  In  which  part  of  the  rain  is  it  that  we  discern 
the  agency  of  man  ?    Yet  we  know  it  is  there.     And  there  is 
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none  of  the  agency  of  his  body  in  it,  for  all  the  force  concerned 
is  accounted  for  from  other  sources.  Why  then  should  we  ex- 
pect, by  the  examination  of  other  phenomena,  to  know  that 
there  is  a  spiritual  agency  in  them  ?  We  know  the  fact,  but 
we  did  not  gain  our  knowledge  of  it  by  the  study  of  "  Molecu- 
lar Physics,"  nor  by  the  "combination  and  resolution  of  the 
ideas  of  matter  and  force,"  but  from  the  knowledge  of  such  an 
agency  in  ourselves.  Without  the  knowledge  thus  acquired, 
we  should  be  compelled  to  say  as  Prof.  Tyndall  does,  that 
there  is  not  a  power  in  the  human  intellect  fit  to  be  applied  to 
the  solution  of  the  problem  (p.  98) ;  yet  we  have  solved  it  But 
He  who  has  hid  this  mystery  "  from  the  wise  and  prudent,"  who 
boast  their  knowledge  of  nature  and  her  laws  (pp.  121  and  162), 
has  **  revealed  it  unto  babes ;"  as  Prof.  Huxley  admits,  and  it  is 
only  by  becoming  a  philosopher  that  any  one  can  help  under- 
standing it. 

When  the  materialists  discovered  the  Correlation  of  Force, 
that  wonderful  law  which  at  a  stroke  projects  the  idea  of  force 
into  every  fact  of  external  nature,  they  seemed  to  themselves 
to  have  gained  an  invincible  ally  in  the  contest  of  matter  and 
law  against  spirit  and  spontaneity ;  and  so  they  never  cease 
proclaiming  the  reign  of  Law  in  the  name  of  Matter  and  Causa- 
tion, and  the  consequent  banishment  of  their  ancient  enemy 
from  the  domain  of  thought.  But  they  proclaim  their  victory 
too  soon.  Yainly  imagining  that  they  have  inclosed  science 
with  a  wall  high  enough  to  shut  out  mind,  they  have  only  suc- 
ceeded in  erecting  an  impassable  barrier  of  distinction  between 
mind  and  matter ;  and  that  which  was  to  have  been  to  them  a 
sign  of  speedy  triumph,  turns  out  to  be  the  instrument  of  their 
sure  destruction.  Correlation  teaches  that  mind  does  not  exert 
itself  as  a  physical  force,  inasmuch  as  all  force  known  to  us 
existed  in  some  form  beforehand  in  matter,  and  that  whatever 
mind  does  must  therefore  be  done  by  the  use  of  preexisting 
force ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  it  shows  that  matter  cannot 
think,  inasmuch  as  all  its  activities  are  fully  accounted  for  as 
motions.  Correlation,  then,  upon  which  materialism  professes 
to  be  founded,  is  the  very  law  by  authority  of  which  it  is  for- 
bidden to  exist  For  we  find  that  while  it  shows  the  universal 
prevalence  of  law  in  nature,  and  that  force  is  the  price  inexor- 
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ably  exacted  for  every  motion,  it  also  shows  the  nature  of  its 
agency  in  phenomena,  and  that  having  exhausted  all  its  capaci- 
ties in  accounting  for  them,  we  have  only  arrived  at  the  dis- 
covery that  no  action  can  take  place  in  nature,  so  far  as  we 
know,  until  it  is  caused  by  mind.  After  admitting  all  that 
9Gience  has  to  say  about  the  necessity  of  law,  we  find  that  there 
lies  behind  that  a  necessity  of  thought,  which  transcends  mat- 
ter and  its  laws,  and  that  if  force  is  necessary  as  a  condition 
of  motion  it  is  only  necessary  as  an  implement  of  the  great 
master-workman  mind.  And,  however  far  we  may  extend  our 
conception  of  the  province  of  matter,  and  the  necessary  action 
of  its  laws,  we  may  still  see  beyond  it  and  including  it  a  prece- 
dent necessity  of  spiritual  agency. 

We  conclude,  then,  that  so  much  of  the  New  f^hilosophy  as 
would  find  the  constitution  of  nature  in  matter  and  its  laws, 
and  is  thus  defined  as  the  natural  outcome  of  materialistic 
thought,  is  not  as  it  claims  to  be,  a  result  of  the  law  of  Correla- 
tion, and  the  consequent  uniformity  of  nature,  inasmuch  as  it 
is  compelled,  contrary  to  the  law  of  Correlation,  to  affirm  that 
thought  which  is  inconvertible  into  matenal  motion,  is  never- 
theless a  function  of  matter,  and  contrary  to  the  uniformity  of 
nature,  that  in  addition  to  the  causative  agency  of  mind  there 
is  another  and  distinct  mode  of  causation  by  natural  law.  (See 
Huxley  as  above,  p.  187.) 

It  is  not  then  from  any  hostility  to  the  truths  of  science,  nor 
from  any  want  of  appreciation  of  the  dignity  and  importance  of 
its  pursuits,  neither  is  it  from  any  misconception  of  the  nature 
and  dignity  of  matter,  that  we  distrust  the  teachings  of  those 
to  whom  science  reveals  the  world  only  through  the  interplay 
of  matter  and  force ;  neither  is  it,  as  Prof.  Tyndall  supposes, 
because  we  are  ignorant  of  natural  law;  but  rather  for  the 
reason  that  when  we  consider  the  nature  of  matter  and  its  laws 
as  science  reveals  them  to  us,  we  find  that  matter  is  distinct 
from  mind,  and  that  its  motions  are  not  converted  into 
thought ;  and  that  the  essence  of  things  is  not  in  the  matter 
composing  them,  and  that  the  secret  of  phenomena  is  not  in 
the  force  involved  in  them;  that  the  real  explanation  of 
them  all  is  in  a  kind  of  action  which  cannot  be  weighed  in 
material  balances,  nor  measured    by  material  standards  and 
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does  not  proceed  from  a  material  agent,  and  cannot  be  resolved 
into  material  motions ;  and  because  we  find  that  the  true  mean- 
ing of  the  things  which  science  busies  itself  in  examining, 
whether  we  call  them  works  of  nature  or  of  art,  lies  not  in  the 
things  themselves,  but  in  their  relations  to  tbat  thinking  agency 
which  formed  them  and  is  the  author  of  what  they  seem  to  da 
Let  him  who  doubts  the  proposition  explain  to  himself,  the 
meaning  of  the  locomotive  and  its  motions  without  referring 
them  to  the  mind  of  man ;  and  when  he  can  bring  us  a  rational 
explanation  of  them  in  terms  drawn  from  the  vocabulary  of 
matter  and  force  alone,  let  him  afterwards  teU  us,  if  he  will, 
about  the  material  origin  of  thought  Meantime,  finding  in 
the  known  agency  of  mind  in  nature  a  clearly  defined  mode 
of  causation  by  the  action  of  mind  using  matter  and  its  forces 
for  the  accomplishment  of  its  purposes,  and  remembering  that 
science  teaches  the  uniformity  of  nature,  we  shall  feel  bound  by 
the  teachings  of  science  itself  to  adhere  to  that  oldest  and  most 
deeply  rooted  of  scientific  beliefs,  that  Mind  and  not  Matter 
is  the  great  fact  and  the  moving  power  in  nature ;  and  that 
God  is  the  author  of  the  works  of  nature,  not  by  the  exertion 
of  blind  force,  but  by  the  power  of  thought,  according  to  the 
counsels  of  his  will. 
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Aoticlb  v.— of  self-consciousness. 

BY  CHARLES  E.   GRINNELL. 

Before  proceeding  with  what  I  have  to  say  upon  self-con- 
sciousness, I  wish  to  come  to  an  understanding  with  the  reader 
about  the  way  in  which  I  approach  the  subject  My  motive  is 
not  controversial.  It  is  not  my  object  to  defend  or  to  attack 
any  school  or  any  opinion.  I  wish  to  form  an  opinion  of  my 
own.,  and  whatever,  in  the  course  of  my  remarks,  may  agree  or 
disagree  with  one  or  another  side  is,  in  either  of  those  aspects, 
merely  incidental  to  my  purpose  to  come  to  a  sound  conclusion 
concerning  what  is  true.  Consequently,  for  the  examination 
of  self-consciousness  I  lay  down  no  rules,  metaphysical  or  logi- 
cal, and  I  reserve  no  doctrines  of  science  or  theology.  To  be- 
gin with  a  system  would  not  be  to  seek,  or  to  appreciate  when 
given,  the  primitive  facts,  whatever  they  may  be,  upon  which 
any  systematic  view  that  I  shall  acquire  must  depend.  To  be 
sure,  as  Schleiermacher*  said  in  criticizing  Des  Cartes,  one 
needs  to  stand  in  the  historic  line  and  to  use  the  results  of  the 
progress  of  others ;  and  I  am  not  so  absurd  as  to  ignore  such 
necessary  relations  and  such  evident  advantages.  But  the 
most  unpretending  thinkers,  nevertheless,  themselves  constitute 
their  particular  part  of  the  historic  line,  and  the  worth  to  them 
and  their  successors  of  the  methods  and  convictions  of  others 
must  be  largely  determined  by  their  own  original  thought  I 
should  despair  of  getting  clean  facts  if  I  borrowed  the  fashion 
of  any  other  man's  thinking.  The  difficulties  of  such  a  begin- 
ning I  feel,  but  they  are  real  and  must  be  met  Even  moral 
considerations  must  be  put  aside,  and  the  search  for  what  is  or 
is  not  to  be  discovered  to  be  true  mudt  be  undertaken  at  the 
risk  of  every  interest,  external  and  internal,  of  the  individual 
who  makes  it  Whatever  may  be  the  inherited  or  acquired 
tendency  of  his  mind,  and  the  intellectual  and  social  atmos- 
phere about  him,  he  must  ignore  all  the  probable  and  possible 

*  OtachiMi  der  FhUosophie. 
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results  of  what  his  conclusions  may  be,  and  seek  what  facts 
he  can  find  simply  to  know  them  as  truths.  Until  his  conclu- 
sions are  reached  he  should  be  indifferent  to  what  they  may  be, 
and  not  until  he  has  definitely  settled  upon  his  convictions  in 
philosophy  should  he  distract  his  attention  and  disturb  his 
judgment  by  discussing  their  consequences  in  society.  They 
who  will  not  pursue  this  course  are  not  of  the  refined  temper 
which  psychology  requires,  a  philosophical  spirit  analogous  to 
the  childlikeness  recognized  as  essential  to  entrance  into  another 
sphere.  And  it  may  be  added,  to  prevent  a  misunderstanding 
on  the  score  of  morals,  such  as  are  fit  to  pursue  the  course  de- 
scribed will  do  it,  as  their  predecessors  have  done  their  think- 
ing, with  due  regard  meanwhile  to  whatever  state  of  affairs  may 
surround  them.  Or,  to  use  a  vulgar  maxim  with  an  esoteric 
interpretation,  they  will  think  twice  before  they  act,  thinking 
first  as  philosophers,  what  may  be,  or  is,  true ;  thinking  next 
as  men  who,  even  during  their  doubts,  are  something  more  than 
philosophers,  what  is  expedient  for  the  healthy  life  of  them- 
selves and  the  community,  without  a  regard  for  which  sound 
philosophy  would  be  rendered  impossible  and  even  the  most 
popular  superficially  moral  and  pretentiously  religious  efforts 
for  universal  improvement  would  be  vain.  The  relevancy  of 
these  preliminary  remarks  to  what  follows  will  be  evident  to 
such  as  try  to  live  the  life  in  which  speculative  opinions  be- 
come of  importance.  But  if  to  any  it  seem  superfluous  for  one 
who  is  about  to  express  a  prevailing  opinion  to  b^in  with  a 
declaration  of  mental  freedom,  they  need  to  be  reminded  that, 
in  order  to  be  thoroughly  understood,  every  one  must  state  his 
point  of  view  ;  and  that  without  such  genuine  declarations  on 
the  part  of  those  who  freely  reach  generally  received  opinions, 
they  would  not  necessarily  be  understood  to  belong  to  the  fel- 
lowship of  all  honest  thinkers  of  whatever  conclusions,  the 
truthful  influence  of  which  fellowship  is  so  much  needed  amid 
the  strife  of  partisans ;  and  some  readers  might  fall  into  the 
error  of  supposing  freedom  to  be  in  the  sole  possession  of  one 
or  another  party. 

The  question— Are  actual  phenomena  known  to  have  essen- 
tial being  ?  or.  Is  Being  known  ? — which  both  Spencer  and 
Hamilton  would  have  us  believe  to  have  been  finally  answered 
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by  Kant  in  the  negative,  is,  nevertheless,  still  asked  as  natur- 
ally as  before  by  many  a  philosopher,  and  answered  as  natur- 
ally in  the  afl&rmative.  "Being  is  not  known;  only  phe- 
noma  are  known,"  say  the  school  of  Kant  and  the  empiricists 
with  Comte.  Being  is  known  with  its  phenomena,  say  wa 
This  general  statement,  however,  is  not  intended  as  an  intro- 
duction to  a  philosophy  of  the  Absolute ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is 
to  be  defined  according  to  my  most  concrete  experience. 

What  1  mean  can  only  be  explained  by  beginning  with  what 
must  be  the  commencement  of  all  sound  philosophy — psy- 
chology—and within  psychology  by  beginning  with  self-con- 
sciousness ;  for  the  claim  that  one  knows  anything  needs  the 
warrant  of  a  knowledge  of  him  who  knows.  Consciousness 
proper  I  define  to  be  simply  the  knowledge  of  self  in  its  various 
states.  I  am  conscious  of  the  Ego ;  I  am  not  conscious  of  the 
non-Ego.  My  knowledge  of  the  phenomena  of  the  non-Ego 
comes  through  perception,  not  through  what  I  have  defined  as 
consciousness  ;  and  any  conception  of  an  absolute  Ego  it  is  not 
within  my  present  purpose  to  consider.  Consciousness,  then,  in 
my  use  of  the  term,  means  only  self-consciousness.  And  in 
asserting  that  I  am  conscious  of  myself,  I  mean  that  J  have  an 
intuition  of  my  own  being,  an  immediate,  original  knowledge  of 
the  entity  which,  phenomena  and  essence,  I  find  to  be  mysel£ 
By  the  words  my  orvn  Being  I  intend  to  signify  that  which  I 
unconditionally  and  invariably  find,  whenever  I  am  conscious, 
to  be  permanently  adequate  to  the  production  of  all  the  phe- 
nomena of  my  actual  experience,  under  whatever  conditions 
those  phenomena  may  be  produced.  When  using  the  term 
Being  in  such  a  general  statement  as  Being  is  known,  I  intend 
to  include  under  the  one  word  both  the  self  of  which  I  am 
immediately  conscious,  and  whatever  besides  myself  there  may 
be  which  I  infer  from  my  intuition  of  my  own  being  and  firom 
my  perception  of  phenomena  not  of  my  own  being  to  be  per- 
manently adequate  to  the  production  of  those  phenomena.  My 
knowledge  of  my  own  being  I  am  obliged,  for  want  of  a  better 
word,  to  call  absolute,  with  the  hope  that  this  will  be  understood 
if  I  explain  that  it  neither  implies  with  Fichte,  a  knowledge  of 
an  absolute  Ego,  nor  is  intended  to  assert  that  I  know  all  that 
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is  ever  to  be  known  about  myself,  but  means  that  so  far  as  I 
am  a  self,  and  know  it,  there  is  a  perfect  knowledge  of  that 
fact  without  condition,  limitation,  relation,  or  dependence. 
This  intuitive  knowledge  of  self  as  a  being  is  without  condition, 
for,  although  it  is  preceded  in  time  by  the  growth  of  the  body, 
when  at  last  self-consciousness  comes  it  is  unchangeable ;  it  is 
without  limitation,  for  the  simple  idea  of  self  is  evidently  ex- 
haustive ;  it  is  without  relation,  for,  according  to  the  above 
definition,  I  am  not  conscious  of  self  as  distinguished  from  the 
not-self,  but,  on  the  contrary,  I  am  conscious  of  self  positirely, 
without  regard  to  the  not-self.  This  will  be  explained  more 
fully  in  the  sequel  with  reference  to  the  doctrine  of  Hamilton. 
Finally,  the  intuitive  knowledge  of  self  is  without  dependence, 
for,  whatever  view  of  causation  may  be  involved  in  my  doc- 
trine of  self-consciousness,  all  that  we  have  to  consider  at 
present  is  the  conscious  fact  that,  so  soon  as  I  know  myself  to 
be,  I  know  this  knowledge  to  be  of  my  own  original  motion. 
I  myself,  being  a  concrete  Ego,  cause  my  own  knowledge  of 
the  fawt,  and  this  intuitive  knowledge  of  my  being  is  the  evi- 
dence that  I  am,  in  this  respect,  an  independent  cause  upon 
whatever  cause  or  causes  my  being  depends.  The  knowledge 
of  self,  then,  in  which  I  have  defined  consciousness  to  consist, 
may  itself  be  defined  as  an  absolute  relation  between  essence 
and  actuality,  or  between  being  and  the  action  of  being,  by 
which  absolute  relation  between  the  concrete  thing,  self,  and 
its  concrete  experience,  consciousness,  the  noumenon  is  im- 
mediately evident  in,  and  evidently  identical  with,  even  if 
not  exhausted  by,  its  phenomena. 

In  this  connection  I  may  quote  the  "  rule  of  true  psychologi- 
cal analysis  "  laid  down  by  Cousin,  according  to  which  I  have 
acted,  while  dissenting  from  the  author's  conclusions.  "  Before 
passing,''  he  says,  ^^  to  the  question  of  the  origin  of  an  idea,  a 
notion,  a  belief,  any  principle  whatever,  the  actual  characters 
of  this  idea,  this  notion,  this  belief,  this  principle,  must  have 
been  a  long  time  studied  and  well-established,  with  the  firm 
resolution  of  not  altering  them  under  any  pretext  whatever  in 
wishing  to  explain  them."*     To  this  may  be  added  a  precau- 

*  Lectwrea  on  the  Trw,  (he  BeauHfid,  and  the  Good,    Tranalated  by  0.  W.  Wight 
N.  Y.,  1861.    Note,  p.  SH. 
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tion  which  I  think  might  well  be  heeded  by  thinkers  of -all 
schools,  even  of  those  who  are  averse  to  ontology  and  most  im- 
patient of  some  of  the  doctrines  of  metaphysicians,  namely : 
that  each  person  should  speak  for  himself  iQone  when  giving 
the  testimony  of  self-consciousness,  and  avoid  the  besetting 
philosophical  sin  of  mistaking  one's  own  consciousness  for  that 
of  all  mankind.  Accordingly,  in  my  interpretation  of  my  own 
consciousness  I  shall  not  pretend  to  speak  for  others,  nor  do  I 
deny  that  I  may  be  mistaken,  for  it  would  be  absurd  to  claim 
in&llibility  in  an  investigation  into  that  very  claim  among  other 
claims.  But  in  order  to  give  these  admissions  any  value  in  the 
discussion,  it  is  requisite  that  I  insist — and  here  I  differ  &om  all 
sceptics — ^I  insist  upon  the  present  testimony  of  my  conscious- 
ness as  evidence  upon  which  I  can  rely  as  not  only  actually 
veracious  as  most  phenomenologists  would  grant,  but  absolutely 
true  in  the  sense  above  set  forth. 

To  begin  then,  we  must  begin  with  the  beginner.  1  think 
with  Des  Cartes  that  I  am.  I  try  with  him  to  doubt  the  truth 
of  this  thought,  but  finding  it  necessary  to  think  that  I  am, 
howsoever  I  may  explain  the  fact  or  whether  I  can  explain  it 
or  not,  I  return  with  Des  Cartes  to  the  belief  that  I  am.  But 
I  do  not  accept  his  formula  cogito  ergo  sum^  for  although  the 
context  of  his  writings  where  that  formula  is  used  shows  that 
Des  Cartes*  probably  intended  no  argument  by  the  ergo,  and 
simply  meant  to  express,  without  giving  a  reason,  the  inevita- 
ble fact — I  who  think  am,  or  I  who  experience  the  phenomena 
of  consciousness,  know  in  that  experience,  or  in  those  phenom- 
ena, or  in  that  actual  consciousness  that  I  have  essential  being, 
yet  the  ergo  is  misleading.  I  give  no  reason  for  my  being,  I 
simply  find  that  I  am ;  and  this  knowledge  is  my  ultimate 
thought,  my  first  principle.  I  do  not  believe  that  I  am  because 
I  think,  although  the  believing  which  I  do  is  a  thinking  of 
mine,  nor  am  I  guilty  of  the  absurdity  of  saying  that  I  think 
that  I  am  because  I  think  I  am.  It  is  true  that  my  self-con- 
sciousness which  I  express  by  the  words  /  am  is  a  thought,  but 
this  thought  is  not  a  reason  for  the  fiict  of  which  it  is  the  con- 
sciousness ;  it  simply  expresses  that  fact,  or  is  the  actual  form 

*JPnnciporum  PMIo»ophiae  Pars  Frima^  YII,  et  seq. ;  JHssertiUio  de  Mdhado, 
IV. 
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of  its  essential  being  thus  acting  in  intuition.  I  am  looking 
for  ultimate  facts,  and  if  I  found  a  reason  for  what  I  had  sup- 
posed to  be  an  ultimate  fact  I  should  take  that  reason  as  a  fact 
beyond  what  I  had  imagined  to  be  the  limits  of  mj  thinking, 
and  no  longer  regard  its  consequent  as  ultimate.  In  that  case  I 
should  agree  with  Kant  that ''  I  am  unable  to  determine  my  own 
existence  as  that  of  a  spontaneous  being  ....  I  am  only 
able  to  represent  to  myself  the  spontaneity  of  my  thought"* 
But  I  explain  the  action  of  my  mind  by  the  fundamental  ftct 
of  its  being,  the  knowledge  of  which  truth  I  find  to  be  essen- 
tial to  all  such  action.  And  with  reference  to  the  Kantian  view 
I  will  quote  a  very  sensible  observation  of  Ueberweg's :  "  The 
distinction  of  truth  in  the  *  empirical '  and  in  the  'transcen- 
dental '  sense,  which  is  valid  of  sense-perception,  can  only  be 
applied  by  a  false  analogy  to  internal  perception.  There  is 
meaning  not  only  in  seeking  to  know  what  are  the  external, 
but  also  what  are  the  internal  conditions  of  the  origin  of  a 
mental  act ;  but  when  the  mental  image  as  such  is  the  object 
of  my  apprehension,  there  is  no  meaning  in  seeking  to  distin- 
guish its  existence  in  my  consciousness  (in  me)  from  its  exist- 
ence out  of  my  consciousness  (in  itself) ;  for  the  object  appre- 
hended is,  in  this  case,  one  which  does  not  even  exist,  as  the 
objects  of  external  perception  do,  in  itself  outside  my  con- 
sciousness. It  exists  only  within  maf  Reverse  the  Cartesian 
formula,  omit  its  argumentative  form,  and  add  to  it  thus :  Sum, 
cogitans^  sentietw^  volena.  This  expresses  the  fact  upon  which  I 
insist  as  present  in  my  cqnsciousness  now  and  so  fiir  back  as  I 
can  remember.  I  cannot  get  behind  myself  As  I  examine 
all  my  various  states  of  mind,  I  go  along  from  one  to  the  other, 
and  in  one  as  in  the  other,  until  now  at  the  end  of  the  series 
the  Ego  faces  the  Ego ;  I  know  me,  or  I  am  simply  conscious 
of  myself  Like  the  string  of  a  necklace  which  has  no  ends,  a 
circle  of  thread  joined  everywhere  together,  but  on  which  one 
can  begin  at  any  bead  to  count  the  whole  number  and  can  go 
round  until  he  comes  to  the  point  on  the  string  just  opposite 

*  Critique  of  Pure  Reaaon^  trandatod  by  li^lejohn,  Bohn's  Lib.,  1871,  p.  96; 
Kanffs  SammUiehe  Werher,  herauageg.  Ton  G.  Hartensteizi,  1867,  Drittor  BcL  8. 
130. 

f  System  of  Logie,  translated  bjr  LindBajr,  London,  1871,  p.  86. 
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the  point  from  which  he  started,  but  which  is  not  to  be  distin- 
guished from  that  point,  so  in  a  full  and  perfect  sense  I,  who 
begin  with  self-consciousness  and  go  through  the  many  thoughts 
which  I  think,  in  my  search  for  the  end  of  my  thoughts  return 
to  the  beginning,  where  I  thought  and  think  simply  of  myself, 
not  because  I  think,  but  because  I  am  who  think,  and  thinking 
know  I  am. 

This  familiar  discovery  shows  that  it  is  not  necessary  to 
make  the  logical  preparation  of  the  rules  of  necessity,  univer- 
sality, persistence,  and  inconceivability  of  the  opposite  or  any 
such  generalizations,  to  come  to  the  knowledge  that  I  am,  or 
exist  To  begin  with  such  rules  is  to  begin  with  a  theory  of 
some  sort  formed  on  no  matter  what  induction,  even  though  it 
may  have  been  formed  by  another  who  began  with  this  very 
same  psychological  self-examination  with  which  we  haveb^un. 
If  the  logical  rules  of  other  thinkers  are  to  be  concluded  irom 
our  thoughts,  then  we  shall  get  them  when  they  belong  to  us 
as  results  of  our  progress,  made  of  course  by  the  assistance 
of  the  masters,  but  until  then  we  have  nothing  to  draw  from 
them  for  our  own  convictions.  If  I  find  any  fact  to  be  neces- 
sary, I  shall  learn  from  that  the  idea  of  necessity ;  if  I  find  any 
fact  persistent,  I  shall  learn  from  that  the  idea  of  persistence ; 
if  I  find  any  fact  whose  opposite  I  am  unable  to  conceive,  I 
shall  learn  from  that  the  idea  of  the  test  of  the  inconceivability 
of  the  opposite ;  and  if  I  shall  conie  to  such  a  generalization 
as  the  assertion  of  any  fact's  universality,  I  shall  have  enough 
to  do  to  take  care  of  that  claim  without  undertaking  to  borrow 
such  a  burden.  Indeed  I  do  find  in  the  ultimate  character  of 
my  self-consciousness  most  of  these  features.  My  intuition  of 
my  being  is  necessary ;  I  can  not  avoid  it :  it  is  persistent ;  I  am 
never  conscious  without  it :  and  whatever  I  think,  I  think  ex- 
plicitly or  implicitly  that  I  am ;  its  opposite  is  inconceivable  to 
me,  whatever  others  may  be  able  to  conceive  about  me.  I  can 
not  conceive  of  myself  as  not  being  what  1  am,  or  in  other 
words,  I  am  unable  to  think  of  my  real  self  as  nothing.  To 
think  I  was  not,  would  be  to  know  that  I  was  while  thinking 
that  I  was  not  Logic  is  required  for  systems  of  thought,  but 
not  to  find  the  facts  which  the  systems  try  to  explain,  and 
from  whose  essential  nature  in  its  actual  manifestation  logic  is 
learned. 
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Opposed  to  the  absolute  knowledge  of  self  just  set  forth  is 
the  doctrine  of  the  relativity  of  all  our  knowledge,  well  known 
as  advocated  by  Sir  William  Hamilton*  '^  All  our  knowledge 
is  only  relative,"  .  .  he  says,  '^ .  .  .  Because  existence 
is  not  cognizable  absolutely  and  in  itself,  but  only  in  special 
modes,"  etc  Again,  '*  in  so  far  as  mind  is  the  common  name 
for  the  states  of  knowing,  feeling,  desiring,  etc.,  of  which  I  am 
conscious,  it  is  only  the  name  for  a  certain  series  of  connected 
phenomena  or  qualities,  and  consequently  expresses  only 
what  is  known.  But  in  so  far  as  it  denotes  that  subject  or  sub- 
stance in  which  the  phenomena  of  knowing,  willing,  etc.,  inhere 
— something  behind  or  under  these  phenomena — ^it  expresses 
what,  in  itself,  or  in  its  absolute  existence,  is  unknown."* 
But  what  Hamilton  calls  the  mind  '*in  itself"  is  not  merely 
unknown;  it  is  an  unnecessary  creature  of  the  imagination. 
By  the  phenomena  of  consciousness  I  know  my  mind  as  itself; 
I  do  not  know  all  about  it,  but  in  so  far  as  it  is,  or  has  being, 
and  that  being  acts  in  the  revelation  of  itself  in  self-conscious- 
ness, my  knowledge  of  self  is  real  and  absolute.  This  intuition 
could  be  called  relative  only  in  the  sense  that,  in  comparison 
with  absolute  ignorance,  the  idea  of  which  is  relative  to  abso- 
lute knowledge,  it  is  the  latter.  And  here  I  quote  with  pleas- 
ure the  words  of  Dr:  McCosh,  who  expresses  with  simplicity 
and  clearness  the  belief  which  I  maintain.  '^  The  connection 
between  thought  and  existence,"  he  says,  "  is  involved  in  our 
knowledge  of  self  as  existing,  rather  than  that  the  knowledge 
of  self  issues  from  the  perception  of  the  connection  between 
thought  and  personal  existence.  ....  We  gaze  at  once 
on  the  mind  thinking,  imagining,  feeling,  resolving.  .... 
But  let  it  be  carefully  observed  that  this  knowledge  is  not  of 
an  abstract  being,  or  substance,  or  of  an  Ego,  or  of  an  essence, 
but  of  the  concrete  self  in  the  particular  state  in  which  it  may 
be,  with  the  particular  thoughts,  sensations,  or  purposes  which 
it  may  be  entertaining  at  the  time.  .  .  .  The  existence  of 
self  is  a  position  to  be  assumed,  and  not  to  be  proven.  It  does 
not  need  prooi^  and  no  proof  should  be  offered ;  no  mediate 
evidence  could  possiby  be  clearer  than  the  truth  which  it  is 
brought  to  support"  f 

*  Leeturea  on  Metaphffnca^  Edinburgli  and  London,  1859,  vol.  i,  pp.  148,  138. 
t  The  MmtioM  ofiheMmd,  N.  Y.,  1869,  pp.  131,  134,  128,  130. 
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A  brief  comparison  of  Hamilton's  doctrine  of  perception 
with  that  which  I  have  already  suggested  will  serve  to  bring 
out  still  more  clearly  my  view  of  consciousness.  "How  is 
it  possible,"  writes  Hamilton,  "that  we  can  be  conscious  of 
an  operation  of  perception  unless  consciousness  be  coextensive 
with  that  act;  and  how  can  it  be  coextensive  with  that 
act  and  not  also  conversant  with  its  object?"*  I  do  not 
know  how  it  is  possible ;  I  am  simply  looking  for  the  facts, 
which  do  not  support  Hamilton's  definition  of  consciousness  as 
coextensive  with  our  knowledge.  The  facts  are  these :  In  con- 
sciousness, as  I  have  defined  it,  I  know  that  I  am,  and  what  I 
am ;  in  perception  I  know  what  is  not  I,  in  so  fiir  as  its  phe- 
nomena are  perceived  by  me,  but  I  do  not  know  what  it  is  as 
I  know  what  I  am.  I  am  conscious  of  my  own  being,  but  I 
am  not  conscious  of  other  being  ;  I  perceive  its  phenomena  and 
infer  it  to  be.  If,  for  instance,  I  perceive  a  book,  I  know  that 
perception,  not,  as  Hamilton  asserts,  through  knowing  the  book, 
for  my  knowing  the  book  is  that  perception,  and  while  my  per- 
ception is  in  consciousness,  the  book  is  not  in  consciousness. 
I  am  conscious,  not  of  the  book,  but  of  perceiving  the  book 
I  would  apply  Hamilton's  law  of  Parsimony  to  his  own  doc- 
trine. This  law  is  "  That  no  fact  be  assumed  as  a  fact  of  con- 
sciousness but  what  is  ultimate  and  simple."  As  an  instance 
of  an  ultimate  and  simple  fact  he  gives  "  the  distinction  of  the 
Ego  and  the  non-Ego."  But  the  ultimate  and  simple  fact  of 
consciousness,  as  I  define  it,  is  the  Ego  knowing  itself.  My 
intuition  of  my  own  being  is  not  a  distinction  between  what 
I  am  and  what  I  am  not ;  it  has  no  n^ative  character ;  it  is  a 
simple,  positive  assertion — ^I  am.  My  perception  of  the  phe- 
nomena of  material  being  is  not  the  perception  of  a  distinction 
between  what  is  myself  and  not  myself,  but  simply  a  positive 
knowledge  of  what  i^  perceived  as  such.  After  I  have  experi- 
enced both  the  perception  of  the  not-self  and  the  consciousness 
of  selt  I  compare  these  two  acts  of  knowledge  and  make  the 
distinction  with  which  Hamilton  starts.  This  view  is  similar 
to  Eeid's  doctrine,  to  which  Hamilton  answers  that  **  the  knowl- 
edge of  opposites  is  one."  But  they  are  not  known  to  be  op- 
posites  until  each  is  known  as  itself.  The  precise  moments  of 
such  knowledge  and  comparison  I  cannot  fix.  I  doubt  if  the 
*  LeUureSj  toL  i,  p.  228. 
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infant,  when  it  first  perceives  the  light,  is  conscious  of  itself  as 
itself  When  a  person  first  becomes  clearly  conscious  of  self 
he  has  then  already  experienced  the  phenomena  of  the  not-sel^ 
but  his  self-consciousness,  while  following  the  previous  experi- 
ence, is  not  what  it  finally  becomes  in  virtue  of  a  negative  dis- 
tinction, but  in  consequence  of  the  positive  self-assurance  of 
self  to  self  that  self  exists.  I  admit  that  negative  distinctions 
serve  to  clarify  self-consciousness,  but  that  is  not  equivalent  to 
furnishing  it. 

Among  the  difficulties  raised  upon  the  distinction  between 
the  Ego  and  the  non-Ego  as  the  foundation  of  consciousness 
are  the  following  remarks  of  Mr.  Herbert  Spencer : 

''  The  conception  of  a  state  of  consciousness  implies  the  con- 
ception of  an  existence  which  has  the  state.  When,  on  decom- 
posing certain  of  our  feelings,  we  find  them  formed  of  minute 
shocks,  succeeding  one  another  with  different  rapidities  and  in 
different  combinations;  and  when  we  conclude  that  all  our 
feelings  are  probably  formed  of  such  units  of  consciousness 
variously  combined,  we  are  still  obliged  to  conceive  this  unit 
of  consciousness  as  a  change  wrought  by  some  force  in  some- 
thing. No  effort  of  imagination  enables  us  to  think  of  a  shock, 
however  minute,  except  as  undergone  by  an  entity.  We  are 
compelled,  therefore,  to  postulate  a  substance  of  mind  that  is 
affected  before  we  can  think  of  its  affections.  But  we  can  form 
no  notion  of  a  substance  of  mind  absolutely  divested  of  attri- 
butes connoted  by  the  word  substance ;  and  all  such  attributes 
are  abstracted  from  our  experiences  of  material  phenomena. 
Expel  from  the  conception  of  mind  every  one  of  those  attri- 
butes by  which  we  distinguish  an  external  something  from  an 
external  nothing,  and  the  conception  of  mind  becomes  nothing. 
If  to  escape  this  difficulty  we  repudiate  the  expression  *  state  of 
consciousness,*  and  call  each  indecomposible  feeling  *  a  con- 
sciousness,' we  merely  get  out  of  one  difficulty  into  another. 
A  consciousness,  if  not  the  state  of  a  thing,  is  itself  a  thing. 
And  as  many  different  consciousnesses  as  there  are,  so  many 
different  things  there  are.  How  shall  we  think  of  these  so 
many  independent  things,  having  their  differential  characters, 
when  we  have  excluded  all  conceptions  derived  from  external 
phenomena  ?    We  can  think  of  entities  that  differ  from  one 
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another  and  ftx)m  non-entity,  only  by  bringing  into  our 
thoughts  the  remembrance  of  entities  which  we  distinguished 
as  objective  and  material  Again,  how  are  we  to  conceive 
.  these  consciousnesses  as  either  being  changed  one  into  another, 
or  as  being  replaced  one  by  another?  We  cannot  do  this 
without  conceiving  of  cause,  and  we  know  nothing  of  cause 
save  as  manifested  in  existences  we  class  as  material — either 
our  own  bodies  or  surrounding  things. 

See  then  our  predicament  We  can  think  of  matter  only  in 
terms  of  mind  We  can  think  of  mind  only  in  terms  of  matter. 
When  we  have  pushed  our  explorations  of  the  first  to  the 
uttermost  limit,  we  are  referred  to  the  second  for  a  final  answer; 
and  when  we  have  got  the  final  answer  of  the  second  we  are 
referred  back  to  the  first  for  an  interpretation  of  it  We  find 
the  value  of  x  in  terms  of  y,  then  we -find  the  value  of  y  in 
terms  of  x :  and  so  we  might  continue  forever  without  coming 
nearer  to  a  solution.  The  antithesis  of  subject  and  object, 
never  to  be  transcended  while  consciousness  lasts,  renders 
impossible  all  knowledge  of  that  Ultimate  Beality,  in  which 
subject  and  object  are  united"* 

Mr.  Spencer  here  offers  us  this  alternative :  "  A  consciousness, 
if  not  the  state  of  a  thing,  is  itself  a  thing."  But  we  are  not 
confined  to  this  alternative ;  we  may  hold  as  before  tliat  a  con- 
sciousness is  a  thing  in  a  state.  And  when  Mr.  Spencer  asks 
bow  we  shall  think  of  these  things,  I  reply  as  I  replied  to 
Hamilton,  from  whom  Mr.  Spencer  derives  so  many  of  his 
metaphysical  difficulties,  I  do  not  know  how  I  think  of  them ; 
but  I  know  that  I  do  think  of  them,  that  I  know  myself  in  my 
various  states  of  mind  Mr.  Spencer*s  test  of  truth  is :  first, 
the  conceivability  of  a  proposition ;  second,  its  indissolubility ; 
third,  Jhe  inconceivability  of  the  opposite,  which  is  the  negative 
form  of  the  indissolubility.  Now  when  I  know  I  am,  I  do 
not  think  of  mind  in  terms  of  matter,  for  as  I  have  already 
shown,  I  got  my  idea  of  the  being  of  matter  from  my  immedi- 
ate knowledge  of  the  being  of  mind.  I  can  conceive  then  of 
myself  as  an  entity.  In  the  secon(l  place,  it  has  already  been 
shown  that  this  knowledge  is  persistent  and  indissoluble  In 
the  third  place,  it  has  been  shown  that  it  is  inconceivable  to  me. 

•  The  Frwcipk$  of  Payehohgy,  N.  T.,  1872,  yoL  i,  pp.  626-7. 
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that  I  do  not  exist.  According  to  Mr.  Spencer's  test  of  truth, 
then,  mj  knowledge  that  I  am  a  thing  in  one  or  another  state, 
a  thinking,  feeling,  willing  person,  is  correct  And  instead  of 
there  being  in  consciousness  what  Spencer  claims  with  Hamil- 
ton that  there  is,  the  antithesis  of  subject  and  object,  never  to 
be  transcended  while  consciousness  lasts,  and  rendering  impos- 
sible all  knowledge  of  the  ultimate  reality  in  which  subject 
and  object  are  united ;  there  is  in  consciousness  simply  the  one 
fact  with  which  we  started,  the  self — or  eyo— alone,  in  which, 
by  which,  from  which,  and  through  which  I  know  the  reality 
of  my  being,  and  having  learned  the  fact  of  being  there,  am 
able  to  infer  it  as  elsewhere,  on  grounds  which  Mr.  Spencer 
lacks  to  be  sure  that  it  is  anywhere.  Indeed,  when  Mr.  Spencer 
speaks  of  an  "ultimate  reality"  he  explicitly  announces  a 
fact  which  he  implicitly  assumes  as  known  throughout  his  rea- 
soning. His  belief  in  an  "  unknown  reality,"  like  Hamilton's 
''  faith,"  really  means  that  he  knows  phenomena  to  be  apparent 
being,  and,  as  the  Bev.  James  Martineau*  has  ably  shown, 
Mr.  Spencer's  doctrine  that  all  our  knowledge  is  relative  im- 
plies a  knowledge  of  the  correlative  absolute  to  the  extent  of 
its  relation  to  our  knowledge. 

Opposed  to  Mr.  Spencer's  doctrine  that  "  we  can  think  of 
mind  only  in  terms  of  matter,'*  is  John  Stuart  Mill's  assertion 
that  "memory  and  expectation  have  no  equivalent  in  matter." 
{An  Exam,  of  Sir  W.  Hamilton's  Philosophy^  4th  edition,  Lon- 
don, 187i4,  p.  260.)  And  it  is  in  the  facts  of  memory  and 
expectation  that  Mill  finds  **  the  intrinsic  difficulties  which  no 
one  has  been  able  to  remove"  from  the  psychological  theory  by 
which  Mill  reduced  matter  to  "  a  permanent  possibility  of  sen- 
sation," and  attempted  to  resolve  mind  into  "  a  series  of  feelings 
with  a  background  of  possibilities  of  feeling."  Although,  in 
the  last  edition  of  the  work  referred  to.  Mill  with  his  usual 
candor  confessed  his  failure, — "I  do  not  profess  to  have  ade- 
quately accounted  for  the  belief  in  mind"  (p.  251) ;  his 
attempt  serves  to  bring  out  more  vividly  the  truth  for  which 
we  are  seeking.  "  If,"  he  says,  ..."  we  speak  of  the  mind 
as  a  series  of  feelings,  we  are  obliged  to  complete  the  statement 

*  Euajfs^  PhChsophieal  and  Theohgieal^  Boston,  1866,  pp.  ISd-t. 
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by  calling  it  a  series  of  feelings  which  is  aware  of  itself  as  past 
and  future;  and  we  are  reduced  to  the  alternative  of  believing 
that  the  mind,  or  egoj  is  something  different  from  any  series  of 
feelings,  or  possibilities  of  them,  or  of  accepting  the  paradox, 
that  something  which  ex  hypoOiesi  is  but  a  series  of  feelings, 
can  be  aware  of  itself  as  a  series."    (p.  248.) 

This  peculiar  diflSculty,  however,  is  constructed  by  Mill 
himself  when  he  makes  the  above  alternative.  The  mind  of 
which  I  am  conscious  is  neither  a  series  nor  something  different 
from  a  series.  I  am  not  a  series  of  feelings,  or  possibilities  of  them, 
nor  am  I  who  feel  one  feeling  after  another,  different  from  the 
feelings  which  inhere  in  me.  If  I  were  not  conscious  of  my- 
self I  should  not  feel,  and  if  I  did  not  feel  I  should  not  be 
conscious  of  myself,  and  yet  it  woidd  be  an  incomplete  descrip- 
tion of  consciousness  to  merge  the  ego  in  the  feelings  as  ^*a 
series,"  though  a  series  "aware  of  itself,"  whatever  that  might 
mean,  or  the  feelings  in  the  ego  as  **  something  different  from 
any  series."  "  The  truth  is,"  continues  Mill,  "  that  we  are  here 
face  to  face  with  that  final  inexplicability,  at  which,  as  Sir  W. 
Hamilton  observes,  we  inevitably  arrive  when  we  reach  ulti- 
mate facts ;  and,  in  general,  one  mode  of  stating  it  only  appears 
more  incomprehensible  than  another,  because  the  whole  of 
human  language  is  accommodated  to  the  one  and  is  so  incon- 
gruous with  the  other,  that  it  cannot  he  expressed  in  any  terms 
which  do  not  deny  its  truth."    (p.  248.) 

Although  the  opinion  which  I  maintain  is  thus  accom- 
modated by  the  whole  of  human  language,  I  prefer  to  u^e 
Mr.  Mill's  words,  so  far  as  they  go,  in  the  expression  of 
my  consciousness  of  self,  since  the  point  at  which  he  stops 
will  be  a  new  indication  of  what  I  hold  beyond.  "What- 
ever be  the  nature  of  the  real  existence  we  are  compelled  to^ 
acknowledge  in  Mind,  the  mind  is  only  known  to  itself  phe- 
nomenally, as  the  series  of  its  feelings  or  consciousnesses. 
We  are  forced  to  apprehend  every  part  of  the  series  as  linked 
with  the  other  parts  by  something  in  common,  which  is  not  the 
feelings  themselves,  any  more  than  the  succession  of  the  feel- 
ings is  the  feelings  themselves ;  and  as  that  which  is  the  same 
in  the  first  as  in  the  second,  in  the  second  as  in  the  third,  in 
the  third  as  in  the  fourth,  and  so  on,  must  be  the  same  in  the 
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first  and  in  the  fiftieth,  this  common  element  is  a  permanent 
element  But  beyond  this  we  can  affirm  nothing  of  it  except 
the  states  of  consciousness  themselves.  The  feelings  or  con- 
sciousnesses which  belong  or  haye  belonged  to  it,  and  its  pos- 
sibilities of  haying  more,  are  the  only  facts  there  are  to  be 
attested  of  self — the  only  positive  attributes,  except  perma- 
nence, which  we  can  ascribe  to  it"  (p.  268).  But  we  can  and 
do  ascribe  to  self  the  being  which  is  necessary  to  our  belief  in 
its  permanence ;  we  can  and  do  affirm  of  self  its  essential  being, 
without  which  we  should  lack  "  the  belief  of  reality,"  which 
leads  Mill  to  declare  that  *'  this  permanent  element "  "  must  be 
the  same  in  the  first  and  in  the  fiftieth  "  of  its  feelings.  '^  The 
real  stumbling  block,"  Mill  says,  "  is  perhaps  not  in  any  theory 
of  the  fact,  but  in  the  fact  itself"  But  it  is  his  theory  of  phe- 
nomenology and  the  relativity  of  all  human  knowledge  which 
inclines  Mill  to  find  in  the  absolute  knowledge  of  the  essential 
being  of  self  which  we  have  by  nature,  "  a  stumbling  block," 
instead  of  a  foundation  tor  philosophy.  I  think  with  Mill  that 
'^  by  far  the  wisest  thing  we  can  do  is  to  accept  the  inexplica- 
ble fact,  without  any  theory  how  it  takes  place  "  (p.  248) ;  but 
it  is  not  to  assume  a  theory,  if  we  accept  self  not  merely,  with 
Mill,  as  "  the  inexplicable  tie  or  law  "  among  the  phenomena  of 
mind,  but  also  as  it  naturally  asserts  itself,  as  a  being  causing 
and  knowing  phenomena,  and  regarding  itself  not  as  '^  a  stum- 
bling block  "  among  phenomena  but  as  a  reason  for  them. 

The  way  of  the  Berkeleian  is  usually  hard,  but  it  is  excep- 
tionally so  for  one  who  like  Mill  does  not  hold  to  Berkeley's 
strong  point,  but  doubts  the  doctrine  of  his  master,  that  '^  be- 
sides all  that  endless  variety  of  ideas  or  objects  of  knowledge, 
there  is  likewise  something  which  knows  or  perceives  them, 
and  exercises  divers  operations,  as  willing,  imagining,  remem- 
bering about  them.  This  perceiving,  active  being  is  what  I 
call  mindj  spiritj  soulj  or  mysdf.  By  which  words  I  do  not 
denote  any  one  of  my  ideas,  but  a  thing  entirely  distinct  from 
them,  wherein  they  exists  or,  which  is  the  same  thing,  whereby 
they  are  perceived ;  for  the  existence  of  an  idea  consists  in 
being  perceived."* 

Berkel^,  iVmctpfes  of  Him.  Knowl,  Part  I. 
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The  phenomenon  of  self-consciousness,  which  Sir  W.  Ham- 
ilton explained  by  a  nescient  foith,  which  Mr.  Spencer  explains 
by  a  faithful  nescience,  and  which  J.  S.  Mill  found  inexplica- 
ble on  account  of  'Hhe  fact  which  alone  necessitates  the  belief 
in  an  ego  .  .  the  fact  of  memory,"  for  expectation  he  held  to 
be  "both  psychologically  and  logically  a  consequence  of  mem- 
ory "  (pp.  261-2),  is  treated  in  a  very  diflferent  way  by  philoso- 
phers who  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  ontology,  and  confine 
themselves  to  a  positivist  theory.  Mr.  Chauncey  Wright,  in  a 
very  interesting  essay  ("Evolution  of  Self-Consciousness," 
North  American  Review j  April,  1873),  has  presented  a  theory 
of  the  animal  origin  of  self-consciousness,  in  which,  so  far  from 
sharing  MilFs  puzzle  with  memory,  he  uses  that  fact  where- 
with to.explain  self-consciousness,  according  to  the  theory  of 
evolution.  "Memory,"  says  Mr.  Wright,  "in  the  eflfects  of  its 
more  powerful  and  vivid  revivals  with  the  more  intelligent  ani- 
mals, and  especially  in  the  case  of  large-brained  man,  presents 
this  new  world"— ("the  world  of  self-conscious,  intellectual 
activity  ") — "  in  which  the  same  faculties  of  observation,  anal- 
ysis, and  generalization,  or  those  employed  by  intelligent  beings 
in  general,  ascertain  the  marks  and  classes  of  phenomena 
strictly  mental,  and  divide  them,  as  a  whole  class  or  summum 
genus,  from  those  of  the  outward  world.  The  distinction  of 
subject  and  object  becomes  thus  a  classification  through  obser- 
vation and  analysis,  instead  of  the  intuitive  distinction  it  is 
supposed  to  be  by  most  metaphysiciana"  If  we  ask :  what 
remembers?  the  question  is  considered  vain.  But  while  re- 
fraining from  that  point  at  present,  I  wish  to  state  in  passing, 
in  order  that  the  reader  may  understand  that  I  do  not  share  the 
common  idle  sentiment  against  evolution  as  a  pedigree,  that  in 
my  opinion,  if  I  am  descended  from  apes  it  is  so  much  the  bet- 
ter for  the  apes,  and  the  only  trouble  worth  taking  about  them 
is  to  try  to  understand  them.  At  this  moment  however,  I 
shall  offer  no  views  upon  that  subject,  and  I  propose  to  discuss 
only  a  few  points  among  the  many  important  matters  in  Mr. 
Wright's  essay. 

The  origin  of  self-consciousness  is  supposed  by  Mr.  Wright 
to  be  as  follows : 

VOL.  xxxiii.  47 
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'*  As  Roon,  then,  as  the  progress  of  animal  intelligence 
through  an  extension  of  the  range  in  its  powers  of  memory,  or 
in  revived  .impressions,  together  with  a  corresponding  increase 
in  the  vividness  of  these  impressions,  has  reached  a  certain 
point  (a  progress  in  itself  usefol,  and  therefore  likely  to  be 
secured  in  some  part  of  nature,  as  one  among  its  numerous 
grounds  of  selection,  or  lines  of  advantage),  it  becomes  possi- 
ble for  such  an  intelligence  to  fix  its  attention  on  a  vivid  out- 
ward sign,  without  losing  sight  of,  or  dropping  out  of  distinct 

attention,  an  image  or  revived  impression, whatever 

the  character  of  this  outward  sign  may  be,  provided  the  repre- 
sentative image  or  inward  sign  still  retains,  in  distinct  con- 
sciousness, its  power  as  such,  then  the  outward  sign  may  be 
consciously  recognized  as  a  substitute  for  the  inwani  ope,  and 
a  consciousness  of  simultaneous  internal  and  external  sugges- 
tion, or  significance,  might  be  realized;  and  the  contrast  of 
thoughts  and  thingd^  at  least  in  their  power  of  suggesting  that 
of  which  they  may  be  coincident  signs,  could,  for  the  first  time, 
be  perceptible.  This  would  plant  the  germ  of  the  distinct- 
ively human  form  of  self-consciottsneB&''    (pp.  265-6.) 

The  barbarous  man,  then,  who  was  somewhat' above  the  ani- 
mal in  whom  "  the  germ  of  the  distinctively  human  form  of 
self-consciousness  "  had  appeared,  had  sensations ;  remembered 
them ;  had  similar  sensations  at  another  time,  and  was  then 
conscious  of  three  things, — of  the  present  sensation,  of  his 
memory  of  the  past  sensation,  and  of  the  coincidence  of  the 
present  sensation  outside  and  the  memory  inside  as  two  signs 
of  the  past  sensation.  Thus  the  inside  phenomena  became 
classed  as  the  ^o  or  subject,  and  the  outside  phenomena 
became  classed  as  the  non-ego  or  object  *'  The  outward  sign, 
the  image,  or  inward  sign,  and  the  suggested  thought,  or  image, 
form  a  train,  like  a  train  which  might  be  wholly  within  the 
imagination."  (p.  258.)  Mr.  Wright  admits  that  "no  act  of 
self-consciousness,  however  elementary,  may  have  been  real- 
ized before  man%  first  self-conscious  act  in  the  animal  world," 
yet  he  maintains  that  "  the  act  may  have  been  involved  poten- 
tially in  pre-existing  powers  or  causes,'*  which  he  uses  as  equiv- 
alent to  "  previous  phenomena."  (p.  247.)  Among  such  phe- 
nomena may  have  been  "a  form  of  self-consciousness  more 
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immediate  and  simple  than  the  intellectual  one,"  which  he 
thinks  is  apparently  realized  in  dumb  animals.  **  They  proba- 
bly do  not  have,  or  have  only  in  an  indistinct  and  ineffective 
form,  the  intellectual  cognitions  oicogito  and  sum;  but  having 
reached  the  cognition  of  a  contrast  in  subject  and  object  as 
causes  both  in  inward  and  outward  events,  they  have  already 
acquired  a  form  of  subjective  consciousness,  or  a  knowledge  of 
the  ego.  That  they  do  not,  and  cannot  name  it,  at  least  by  a 
general  name,  or  understand  it  bj  the  general  name  of  '^I ''  or 
ego^  comes  from  the  absence  of  the  attributes  of  ego  which  con- 
stitute the  intellectual  self-consciousness,"  (pp.  269-70.)  And 
with  man  '*  the  language  of  gestures  may  .  .  have  been  suffi- 
cient for  the  realization  of  the  faculty  of  self-consciousness  in 
all  that  the  metaphysician  regards  as  essential  to  it.  The  prim- 
itive man  might,  by  pointing  to  himself  in  a  meditative  atti- 
tude, have  expressed  in  effect  to  himself  and  others  the  ^  I 
think.'  "  (pp.  298-9.)  But  we  must  remember  that  the  theory 
of  evolution,  like  all  other  theories,  runs  more  smoothly  between 
the  greatest  difficulties  of  speculation  than  it  does  when  it 
reaches  them.  The  theory  of  evolution  depends  not  merely 
upon  the  explicable  development  of  known  powers,  but  also 
upon  its  mysterious  law  of  spontaneity,  which  evolutionists 
may  not  call  inexplicable,  but  which  they  do  not  explain,  and 
yet  to  which  they  have  to  resort  when  the  first  birds  that  fly 
begin  to  fly,  or  when  the  men  who  are  first  self-conscious 
begin  to  know  themselves.  When  we  ask  why  the  birds 
venture  upon  the  first  flight  of  all  birds,  or  why  men  first  of  all 
men  begin  to  be  self-conscious,  the  answer  is  not  that  there  is  a 
real  being  developing  its  powers  in  the  bird  or  in  the  man ;  on 
the  contrary,  Mr.  Wright  answers,  "  The  new  ones  are  related 
to  older  powers  only  as  accidents,  so  far  as  the  special  services  of 
the  older  powers  are  concerned,  although,  firom  the  more  gen- 
eral points  of  view  of  natural  law,  their  relations  to  older  uses 
have  not  the  character  of  accidents,  since  these  relations  are, 
for  the  most  part,  determined  by  universal  properties  and  laws, 
which  are  not  specially  related  to  the  needs  and  conditions  of 
living  b^ngs."  (p.  246.)  In  other  words,  man  and  his  con- 
sciousness of  self  are,  when  regarded  individually,  accidental 
novelties  among  phenomena,  about  the  real  existence  of  which 
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he  is  accidentally  mistaken,  but  about  the  regular  appearance 
of  which,  "  according  to  universal  properties  and  laws,"  be  is 
probably  on  the  whole  a  correct  believer,  notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  these  "  universal  properties  and  laws  "  are  not  speciially 
related  to  the  physical,  intellectual,  moral,  or  spiritual  needs 
and  conditions  of  any  living  beings.  Accordingly,  we  are  not 
self-conscious  because  we  are  real  beings,  but  because  in  our 
ancestors  there  came,  by  the  luw  of  spontaneity  not  specially 
related  to  them,  a  self-consciousness  more  or  less  distinct 
among  the  other  phenomena  which  made  up  what  seemed  to 
their  barbarous  minds  to  be  real  existences,  and  we  have  inher- 
ited a  strong  tendency  to  their  erroneous  interpretation  of  this 
consciousness,  imagining  from  our  lack  of  power  of  analysis 
that  we  really  are  what  we  know  we  are. 

But  the  fact  of  my  self  consciousness,  a  knowledge  of  my 
real  being  by  my  real  being,  although  constituted  by  thoughts 
which  are  phenomena  to  me,  and  expressed  by  words  which 
are  phenomena  to  me  and  to  others,  this  fact  is  not  to  be  so 
easily  disposed  of  as  is  attempted  by  a  theory  of  phenomenal 
evolution,  which  no  more  accounts  for  the  idea  of  being  by  the 
use  of  the  words  spontaneity  and  "  inheritance  of  tendency," 
than  the  word  Bible  accounts  for  the  authorship  of  the  several 
books  of  the  canon.  When  evolutionists  say  **  spontaneity," 
they  merely  mean  it  is  so,  it  takes  place,  and  such  a  phenome- 
non we  cannot  account  for.  And  in  telling  us  how  events 
occur  they  may  perhaps  be  on  the  whole  correct ;  at  all  events, 
it  is  not  to  our  present  purpose  to  criticize  them.  But  when 
Mr.  Wright  leaves  physical  evolution  and  takes  simple  phe- 
nomenal actuality  as  his  account  of  all  ontological  and  meta- 
physical truth,  he  fails  to  do  justice  even  to  spontaneity  by 
failing  to  do  justice  to  the  spontaneous  knowledge  of  self.  For 
spontaneity  which  can  give  such  a  result  amidst  evolution  thus 
explains  itself  in  man's  self-consciousness  as  being,  what  it 
seems  to  be,  the  ontological  fact  in  psychology,  revealing  the 
true  meaning  of  the  life  of  the  highest  animal,  or  man,  who 
thus  directly  learns,  or  absolutely  knows,  that,  besides  being 
evolved  unconsciously  in  his  body,  he  is  an  involved  conscious 
self,  an  actual  and  essential  being.  But  Mr.  Wright  says  that 
"  the  invention  of  noumena  to  account  for  ultimate  and  uni- 
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versal  properties  and  relations  in  phenomena  arises  from  no 
other  necessity  than  the  action  of  a  desire  urged  beyond  the 
normal  promptings  of  its  power/'  (p.  292.)  Rather,  we  reply, 
the  discovery  of  the  fact  of  being,  to  which  belong  ultimate  and 
aniversal  properties  and  relations  in  phenomena,  arises  from 
the  normal  necessity  of  -real  being  to  develop  beyond  the  mere 
animal  promptings  of  its  power  into  the  human  consciousness 
of  self  as  the  reason  for  all  that  has  preceded  it  The  strength 
of  the  Phenomenologists,  represented  by  Mr.  Wright,  lies  in 
their  attack  upon  the  Natural  Realists,  who  admit  that  we  only 
know  phenomena,  and  claim  that  we  should  put  faith  in  nou- 
mena.  But  against  one  who  claims  to  know  in  the  phenomena 
of  mind  the  being  of  mind  also,  and  thence  to  infer  from  the 
phenomena  of  matter  the  being  of  matter,  howsoever  analysis 
may  present  material  forces  to  our  understanding,  the  idea 
of  being  having  sprung  from  the  immediate  knowledge  of  self, 
the  Phenomenologist  can  merely  disclaim  for  himself  any  such 
knowledge,  or  deny  the  probability  of  its  correctness,  and 
attempt  to  account  for  its  origin,  as  Mr.  Wright  admits,  "  on 
its  own  ground,  that  is,  dogmatically,  or  by  theory  "  (p.  250) 
by  phenomenal  evolution,  for  instance,  into  which  he  is  obliged 
to  introduce  a  mystery  certainly  no  less  than  the  absolute 
knowledge  of  self,  namely :  the  spontaneity  by  which  man  first 
becomes  conscious  of  self,  the  readiness  with  which  he  makes 
the  mistake  of  believing  in  being,  and  the  persistence  with 
which  even  philosophers  cherish  this  offspring  of  the  barbarian 
mind 

The  dilemma  between  the  empiricists  and  the  school  of  Kant 
concerning  self  consciousness  is— doubt  of,  or  faith  in  what  is 
not  absolutely  known ;  but  I  am  convinced  that  between  all 
the  deniers  of  an  absolute  knowledge  of  self  on  the  one  side, 
and  all  who  affirm  an  absolute  knowledge  of  self  on  the  other, 
lies  the  more  correct  dilemma — ignorance,  or  knowledge  of 
essential  being  in  self-consciousness. 
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Abticle  VI.— "IS  SCHISM  A  NECESSITY?" 

AN   OPEN    LETTER,   IN    FRIENDLY   REPLY,   TO    THE    REVEREND 
LEONARD  WOOLSEY  BACON,  M.A.,  ETC. 

Mt  Dbab  ORBisnAK  Bbothbb: 

Your  Letter,  addressed  to  me  in  the  New  Englanderoi  April 
last,  deserved  an  earlier  notice.  I  will  not  waste  words  in  ex- 
plaining the  feet  that  until  now  I  have  had  no  time  to  give  it 
the  attention  it  merits.  I  feel  that  it  contains  much  which 
does  great  honor  to  its  writer ;  I  feel  thankftil  to  God  for  the 
solemn  and  far-reaching  inquiry  suggested  by  its  title — "Is 
Schism  a  Necessity  ?"  But  it  is  a  great  question,  and  how 
shall  I  answer  it?  God  help  me  to  say  what  I  can  under  a 
deep  and  constant  sense  of  responsibility  to  Him. 

It  is  a  good  token  that  such  a  question  is  not  only  put  for- 
ward, in  the  New  Englander^  in  a  large  and  liberal  spirit,  but 
that,  in  the  same  spirit,  a  reply  is  admitted  into  its  pages  from 
the  pen  of  a  "  prelate"  who  believes  in  the  divine  origin  of  his 
order,  and  who  has  never  been  backward  in  asserting  it 
Deeply  do  I  feel  that  such  liberality  imposes  on  me  the  duty 
of  saying  nothing  oiFensive,  and,  in  short,  of  doing  something 
less  negatively  to  freshen  an  old  subject,  and  to  present  it  in  a 
manner  entirely  free  from  the  old  quarrel  about  "Bishops, 
Priests,  and  Deacons." 

It  is  not  difficult  to  do  this.  In  some  respects  you  have  set 
me  an  example.  Yet  let  me  be  very  candid,  in  order  to  excuse 
my  serious  line  of  thought,  in  replying  to  a  letter  which  is 
often  very  merry,  if  not  in  fact  witty,  at  our  expense.  I  asked 
a  friend,  a  Presbyterian  pastor  of  great  respectability,  to  read 
your  letter  and  to  give  me  any  suggestion  that  might  occur  to 
him  as  to  the  kind  of  answer  it  would  seem  to  require.  He 
gratified  me  by  complying  with  my  request,  but  he  dropped 
the  remark,  "Some  of  the  points  are  meant  to  be  stinging." 
Such,  then,  was  the  impression  of  an  unprejudiced  party.  A 
word,  therefore,  on  that  feature. 
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There  are  nettles  which  can  only  be  treated  as  such  and 
grasped  with  the  proverbial  pluck  that  deprives  them  of  much 
of  their  power  to  inflict  a  wound.  But,  occasionally,  one 
descries  a  nettle  in  a  very  fragrant  hedge  which  does  no  harm 
if  let  alona  Now,  your  nettles  are  of  the  latter  class,  and  I 
see  no  need  of  disturbing  them.  I  am  regaled  by  the  flavor  of 
brotherly -kindness  that  exhales,  as  from  a  garden,  in  most  of 
what  you  have  addressed  to  me,  and  I  trust  I  may  present  you 
with  nothing  lea<9  agreeable  in  return.  Let  a  new  spirit,  if 
nothing  more,  be  b^otten  of  our  correspondence,  and  may  the 
Holy  Spirit  enlarge  it  in  all  future  discussions  between  those 
whom  we  may  represent,  respectively.  Oh,  that  we  might  be 
baptized  witB  the  spirit  which  St  Paul  commends  to  Timo- 
thy :  "  The  servant  of  the  Lord  must  not  strive,  but  be  gentle 
unto  all  men." 

The  time  that  has  passed  since  you  did  me  the  honor  to 
write  to  me  has  rendered  the  matter  which  was  the  occasion 
of  your  letter  to  some  extent  a  thing  of  the  past  Even  were 
it  otherwise,  I  should  be  compelled  to  say  very  little  on  that 
point,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  it  has  been  assigned  to  another 
bishop  for  settlement,  under  our  Canons,  so  that  I  could  not, 
without  indelicacy,  prejudge  the  questions  it  involves.  You 
will  appreciate  this  fact  and  excuse  me  for  applying  my 
thoughts  chiefly  to  the  large  and  abstract  bearings  of  your 
inquiry — "  Is  Schism  a  Necessity  ?" 

And  here  let  me  thank  you  for  your  very  courteous  reference 
to  my  little  book,  "  ApoUos^  or  the  Way  of  Ood^  When  you 
do  me  the  favor  to  read  it,  you  will  find  how  deeply  we  are  one 
in  the  fundamental  spirit  of  your  inquiry,  which,  I  trust,  God 
sees  to  be  even  in  me,  as  I  am  sure  it  is  in  you — the  spirit  of 
that  genuine  Agape  without  which  we  are  nothing.  You  are 
eloquent  on  the  shame  and  disgrace  of  "  running  rival  churches," 
of  sustaining  them  by  rivalries  in  "  fancy  fitirs  and  pious  lotter- 
ies," and  on  the  effect  produced  in  foreign  parts,  by  such  speci- 
mens of  "  American  Christianity."  You  will  find  that  what 
so  justly  shocks  you  abroad  is  much  more  distressing  to  me,  on 
the  vast  scale  which  afflicts  us  at  home :  but  you  will  observe 
that  much  which  I  have  said  in  ^^Apollos"  in  entire  sympathy 
with  you,  has  been  directed  to  the  consciences  of  hundreds  of 
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our  pious  countrymen  who  regard  this  as  a  beautifiil  develop- 
ment of  Christianity,  and  who  lose  no  opportunity  of  commend- 
ing it,  as  a  desirable  state  of  things,  to  our  Evangelical  country- 
men. Seldom  have  I  met  with  a  view  of  the  hideousness  and 
folly  of  this  idea  more  forcible  and  convincing  than  your  own. 
"  Is  Schism  a  Necessity  ?"  I  answer  No,  in  the  name  of  God 
and  of  His  Christ  When  our  countrymen  see  their  actual  con- 
dition as  you  do,  we  shall  have  gained  half  the  battle  against 
the  spirit  of  schism.  I  think  the  Spirit  of  Wisdom  can  lead  us 
to  the  rest 

When  we  come  to  consider  the  remedies,  no  doubt  we  shall 
differ  discouragingly  at  first  For  all  that,  I  do  not  despair  of 
at  least  two  results :  (1)  We  shall  begin  to  knoW  and  respect 
one  another  and  to  be  profoundly  convinced  that  there  are 
new  views  to  be  taken  of  old  subjects ;  and  (2)  this  mutual 
confidence  must  beget  a  happier  social  Christianity,  at  least, 
out  of  which  more  and  better  things  will  come,  under  the 
plastic  hand  of  a  loving  Master,  to  whom  all  true  believers  are 
so  unspeakably  dear. 

Let  me  look  the  worst  difficulties  full  in  the  face.  You  dis- 
cuss in  a  manly  way  the  three  things  which,  in  your  opinion, 
**  hinder  Episcopalians  from  common  worship  with  their  fellow 
Christians,  generally,"  Now,  I  feel  that  should  I  take  them 
up  in  the  order  and  outline  of  your  own  discussion  of  them,  I 
should  find  myself  running  into  the  old  ruts  of  "  Church-Polity ," 
which  since  the  days  of  Cartwright  and  Hooker  have  been  worn 
so  deep,  with  so  little  apparent  progress.  I  must  avoid  this 
mistake,  and  yet,  conceding  that  the  points  you  make  ought 
not  to  be  disregarded,  I  must  give  them  something  more  than 
a  general  reply.  And,  upon  reflection,  I  have  thought  it  best, 
and  most  just  to  our  common  convictions,  to  remark  upon 
them  by  reducing  them  to  their  underlying  principle,  and  then 
discussing  that  For  it  is  true  that  our  hinderances  have  much 
to  do  with  your  "three  heads:  (1)  Conditions  of  Communion, 
(2)  Eitual,  and  (8)  the  Authority  of  the  Ministry."  But,  again, 
it  is  true,  as  you  do  not  seem  to  see,  that  these  hinderances  re- 
sult not  from  any  feelings,  or  even  principles,  personal  to  our- 
selves, but  from  the  fact  that  we  maintain  them  in  fidelity  to  a 
trust  which  we  share  with  others  on  so  large  a  scale,  that  our 
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very  insignificance,  if  you  will,  forbids  us  to  modify  or  break 
what  we  regard  as  common  property,  without  the  common  con- 
sent Conceding,  then,  for  argument's  sake,  that  what  we  thus 
find  objectionable  to  many  of  our  fellow  Christians,  are  things 
mutable  in  themselves,  you  will  perceive  that  conscience  may 
have  much  to  do  with  the  inquiries — when,  how,  and  by  what 
processes,  shall  the  changes  be  made,  which  have  so  much  to 
say  for  themselves  on  the  score  of  expediency.  Thus  our 
Thirty-fourth  Article  maintains  that  "  Whosoever,  through  his 
private  judgment,  willingly  and  purposely  doth  openly  break 
the  traditions  and  ceremonies  of  the  Church  which  be  not  repug- 
nant to  the  Word  of  Godj  and  be  ordained  and  approved  by 
common  authority,  ought  to  be  rebuked,"  &c.  Let  me,  first, 
ask  you  to  observe,  then,  that  if  we  accept  this  principle,  as 
possibly  you  do  not,  we  may,  as  conscientious  Christian  men, 
and  not  as  sentimentalists  or  mere  bigots,  be  forced  to  do,  on 
principle,  many  things,  accordingly,  which  cost  us  dear,  in  view 
of  private  interests  and  most  natural  feelings.  In  this  way, 
then,  dear  brother,  I  answer  a  question  very  frankly,  which 
you  put  very  squarely  and  plumply.  You  ask :  "  After  all,  is 
the  divisive,  schismatic  course  so  often  pursued  in  the  name  of 
the  Episcopal  Church  really  a  matter  of  principle  at  all  T^  I 
answer,  no  **  divisive,  schismatic  course"  can  have  any  principle 
in  it;  but  if  you  give  such  hard  names  to  the  real  diflSculties 
created  by  the  great  principle  of  law  and  order  to  which  I  have 
referred,  then,  I  must  say,  you  do  us  a  great  injustice ;  because, 
from  our  point  of  view,  such  is  not  a  principle  of  division  and 
schism,  but  of  unity  and  love.  Our  differences  here  grow  out 
of  the  different  views  of  Christendom  and  of  Christian  relations, 
which  are  habitual  to  us,  respectively,  in  our  different  positions. 
Here,  then,  is  the  place  for  me  to  say  how  thoroughly  I 
agree  in  your  opinion  of  the  snobbery  which  you  seem  to 
have  encountered  somewhere,  in  a  very  offensive  form,  but 
which  you  too  hastily  conclude  to  be  common  and  operative 
among  us  on  a  large  scale,  if  not  in  a  predominant  degree. 
You  would  not  adhere  to  such  an  idea,  however,  and  it  would 
be  mere  bathos  to  argue  on  the  want  of  charity  which  would 
be  involved  in  pressing  it  seriously.  Let  us  suppose  that  fools 
and  snobs  may  be  found  in  both  camps,  and  that  since  Horace 
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took  his  walk  in  the  Via  Sacra^  every  earnest  man  is  occa- 
sionally pestered  with  their  impertinence.  And  then,  if 
there  are  parsons  of  the  "cream-cheese"  variety  among  our 
traveling  clergy,  it  will  be  readily  allowed  that  the  more  for- 
ward and  anxious  to  **  occupy  pulpits"  among  yours,  are  not 
precisely  of  the  Robert  Hall  and  Dr.  Chalmers  type :  it  being 
generally  the  case  that  for  one  such  character  whom  our  ill- 
deserts  deprive  us  of  hearing,  we  are  delivered,  on  the  other 
hand,  if  not  by  our  merits,  still  by  our  circumstances,  from 
many  such  inflictions  of  persistent  volunteers,  as  are  incessantly 
served  up  in  our  newspapers,  no  doubt  to  the  intense  admira- 
tion of  their  authors.  All  this  may  be  regarded  as  foreign  to 
the  subject:  we  are  dealing  with  matters  which  have  exercised 
the  minds  and  hearts  of  Leightons  and  Jeremy  Taylors,  on 
the  one  side,  and  of  Doddridges  and  D wights  on  the  other. 
Let  us  keep  to  the  great  ideas  on  which  they  formed  their 
opinions  and  took  their  sides,  in  the  fear  of  God. 

I  return,  then,  to  my  position  that  nothing  but  principle 
could  "  hinder"  any  true  and  loving  Christian  from  indulging 
his  natural  impulses  of  social  feeling,  by  complying  with  pro- 
posals so  generously  and  handsomely  made,  as  they  would  be 
by  you,  I  am  sure,  in  circumstances  such  as  those  to  which  you 
have  referred.  The  principle  which  operates  with  us,  in  such 
a  case,  would  lead  us  to  give  no  offense  in  maintaining  it ;  be- 
cause, as  I  have  found  by  experience,  what  one  holds  as  truth 
can  be  "  spoken  in  love,"  and  so  happily  balanced  by  social 
compliances  and  friendly  offices  as  to  lead  to  no  misunderstand- 
ings. Thus,  if  it  were  necessary  to  explain  a  position,  in  itself 
trying  enough,  I  should  say,  that  the  principle  which  forces 
us,  at  home,  to  be  in  some  respects  *'  a  peculiar  people,"  must 
be  the  same  when  we  have  crossed  the  sea.  Here,  we  are  in  a 
minority  which  you  represent  as  inconsiderable,  and  I  concede 
that  if  there  be  no  principle  in  our  position,  we  are  sinful  in 
maintaining  our  "denominational"  system,  at  homa  To  curse 
one's  country  with  an  unnecessary  sect  is  a  crime  of  the  darkest 
character,  as  well  against  the  republic  as  against  Ood.  These 
divisions  disintegrate  society  and  "  hurt  the  authority  of  the 
magistrate."  We  must  have  a  raison  d!  itre^  an  excuse  for  our 
.existence,  or  we  deserve  the  reprobation  of  all  good  men. 
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Why  then  do  we  exist?  Let  me  quote  an  author  with  whom 
you  will  not  disagrea  He  says  of  our  Church :  '*  I  regard  it 
as  the  only  effective,  practical  protest  extant,  against  the  pre- 
vailing 'Evangelical'  heresy,  that  the  normal  state  of  the 
Church  Universal  is  schism ;  that  sects  are  a  good  thing,  so 
that  the  more  sects  you  can  have  within  reasonable  limits  the 
better;  and  that  the  Holy  Catholic  Church,  the  Communion 
of  Saints,  consists  properly  of  a  series  of  strenuously  competing 
denominations,  maintaining  diplomatic  relations  and  exchange 
of  pulpits ;  *  sinking  their  differences*  in  a  Tract  Society  that 
agrees  to  be  mum  on  all  controverted  points;  and  meeting 
occasionally  in  an  *  Alliance.'  So  long  as  this  continues  to  be 
the  highest  prevalent  conception  of  Christian  fellowship,  we 
need  the  protest  of  High-Churchism,  in  its  most  uncompromis- 
ing form,  in  favor  of  the  organic  unity  of  the  Christian  Church." 

Of  this  admirable  passage  you  are  the  author,  in  the  large- 
hearted  letter  to  which  I  am  now  replying.  I  could  not  use 
language  so  .sharp,  except  as  borrowing  it  from  you.  I  do  not 
like  the  word  **High-Churchism,"  but  what  you  mean  by  it 
is  what  I  know  by  another  name  and  what  I  might  call  His- 
toric Catholicity.  Let  me  thank  you  for  the  thoughts  you 
have  so  powerfully  expressed,  and  let  me  say  that  such  is  our 
apology  for  existence  as  a  Church,  whether  here,  or  in  Europe. 

But,  you  say,  "I  do  not  believe  that  a  protest  against  schism 
is  less  effective  fcr  not  being  made  in  a  schismatic  spirit" 
There,  too,  I  cordially  agree  with  you,  and  I  concede  that  it  is 
quite  possible  to  bear  one's  testimony  even  to  God's  truth  in  a 
spirit  which  God  abhors.  I  fear  you  would  infer  a  schismatic 
spirit,  however,  from  a  course  dictated  by  a  spirit  the  very  re- 
verse of  pchismatic,  in  fact,  alive  with  charity  and  ardent  with 
fraternal  love  towards  all  believers.  It  is  here  that  I  recur  to 
my  own  remark  that  our  habitual  views  of  Christendom  and 
Christian  relations  create  our  differences  at  this  point  I  shall 
endeavour  to  demonstrate  this,  and  to  do  so  believing  that  a 
schismatic  spirit  is  alike  impossible  in  your  views  of  duty  and 
in  mine. 

Your  letter  proves,  in  feet,  that  animated  by  the  same  spirit, 
but  starting  from  divers  premises,  we  may  logically  reach  our 
divers  positions.     You  regard  us  as  an  inconsiderable  body  of 
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"  EpiscopaliaQs,"  asserting  for  ourselves  many  high  pretensions ; 
and  you  regard  all  Christian  sects  as  equally  blest  with  us,  in 
all  good  things  of  Christ,  and  some  of  them  as  much  better 
than  we  are,  more  fruitful  in  good  works  and  richer  in  every- 
thing that  can  impress  the  popular  mind  and  strengthen  their 
hold  on  its  sympathies  and  prepossessions.  God  forbid  that  I 
should  undervalue  the  good  works  and  blessed  examples  of 
others,  or  say  anything  against  these  views  of  their  worth  and 
influence.  But,  let  me  say  something  to  explain  our  own  posi- 
tion and  to  relieve  it  from  the  odious  look  you  give  it,  in  your 
portraitura 

Whether  correctly  or  incorrectly,  we,  on  the  other  hand,  sel- 
dom think  of  ourselves  as  **  Episcopalians,"  and  it  is  only  sub- 
ordinately  that  our  local  and  national  character  comes  into  our 
view,  at  all.  The  outside  of  our  Prayer  Book  bears  a  local  and 
national  label,  it  is  true;  but  inside,  we  see  and  hear  of  nothing 
but  the  Holy  Catholic  Church,  and  to  this  interior  doctrine  all 
our  habits  of  worship  and  thought  are  conformed.  We  are 
educated  into  it  by  our  worship  and  by  the  atmosphere  of  our 
churches.  "The  Holy  Church  throughout  all  the  world  doth 
acknowledge  Thee  " :  such  is  the  idea  that  is  ever  with  us  and 
that  shapes  itself  into  our  convictions,  our  praises,  and  our 
prayers.  It  lives  with  us  and  we  live  in  it ;  and  while  we  re- 
joice in  the  blessed  ascription  "  Thou  didst  open  the  kingdom 
of  Heaven  to  all  believers,^^  we  are  daily  inspired  by  thoughts  of 
that  kingdom  on  earth,  as  an  organized,  continuous,  historical 
society,  dear  in  its  very  ruins,  and  entitled  to  our  ardent  prayers 
and  efforts  for  its  restoration,  as  was  Jerusalem  when  Daniel 
prayed  for  it  in  Babylon,  with  his  windows  opened  towards  its 
desolated  temple,  or  when  Nehemiah  went  forth  by  night  to 
survey  its  precious  walls  and  fragmentary  bulwarks.  Theirs 
was  no  sentimental  grief  over  these  desolations.  Those  relics 
were  chartered  with  unfulfilled  promises;  they  were  to  be 
builded  again  and  filled  with  the  glory  of  Messiah's  presence 
and  atoning  sacrifice ;  therefore  it  was  faith  to  say,  "  Thy  ser- 
vants think  upon  her  stones  and  it  pitieth  them  to  see  her  in 
the  dust" 

I  thank  you  for  the  vigorous  rebuke  you  administer  to  those 
in  whom  this  spirit  works  itself  out  into  an  opposite  extrema 
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Doubtless  there  is  danger  of  such  results  as  you  hit  off  with 
such  power  of  caricature.  You  say  :  '*  They  have  so  worthy  a 
desire  for  fellowship  with  the  Church  of  the  fourth  century  that 
they  are  ready  for  the  sake  of  it  to  live  in  practical  isolation 
from  the  Church  of  the  nineteenth  century.  They  are  so 
earnestly,  though  hitherto  vainly,  desirous  to  open  some  special 
relations  of  communion  with  Old  Catholics,  or  Greeks  or 
Armenians,  three  or  four  thousand  miles  away,  that  they  tear 
themselves,  with  alacrity,  from  their  own  countrymen  and 
fellow  Piptestants.*' 

If  there  are  such,  you  have  given  them  not  one  word  too 
much,  nor  too  harsh,  in  this  sarcastic  flagellation.  And  such 
men  there  may  be.  One  idea,  you  know,  often  takes  posses- 
sion of  pious  minds,  and  frames  and  fiashions  the  whole  man 
accordingly.  Were  I  gifted  with  your  powers  of  ridicule  and 
were  this  the  proper  opportunity,  I  might  possibly  show  you 
the  portrait  of  other  men  of  one  idea,  who  make  themselves 
equally  pitiable,  by  opposite  follies.  But,  we  have  agreed  to 
let  the  fools  alone.  I  confess  the  obligation  we  owe  to  you  for 
pointing  out  our  perils,  and  I  thank  you  for  recognizing  the 
good  and  great  principle  which  we  are  in  danger  of  carrying 
too  far  and  of  making  too  exclusively  prominent  You  own 
that  we  do  thus  live  in  the  continuous  life  of  a  historic  church, 
with  the  fourth  century  and  with  all  centuries,  and  you  admit 
our  brotherly  yearnings  towards  the  Greeks  and  Armenians. 
This  feature  of  our  piety,  such  as  it  is,  is  thus  recognized. 
But,  my  dear  brother,  you  do  not  appreciate  it,  nor  the  motives 
,  on  which  it  operates,  or  you  would  not  so  speak  of  it,  nor  of  us. 

The  spirit  of  the  sentimentalist  may  take  this  form,  as  I 
have  allowed,  but  the  spirit  of  a  Daniel  or  of  a  Nehemiah 
may  be  involved  in  unjust  censures  provoked  by  the  extrav- 
agances of  the  unreal  and  the  unloving.  I  claim  that  there 
are  among  us  true  Daniels  and  true  Nehemiahs ;  and  I  shall 
soon  show  that  they  are  not  justly  liable  to  the  reproach  of 
forgetting  brethren  nearer  home  for  the  sake  of  cultivating 
foreign  relations.  For  the  moment,  let  me  illustrate  my  plea 
in  their  behal£ 

I  have  said  that  the  genuine  spirit  of  our  communion  is 
formed  and  educated  by  our  interior  Christian  life,  not  by  our 
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external  relatioDS,  nor  by  our  immediate Bimoundings.  Hence, 
we  daily  and  hourly  feel  our  unity  with  the  whole  historic 
Church  of  Christ ;  and  truly  as  we  cherish  our  fellow  Christians 
of  the  Evangelical  sects  and  love  them  for  -their  Christian  ex- 
ample, it  must  be  allowed  that  we  feel  ourselves  identified  with 
the  ancient  churches  as  such,  while  as  such  we  have  no  organic 
relations  with  these  sects.  Hence,  while  we  are  personally  allied 
with  many  beloved  brethren  of  the  latter  description,  we  are 
constitutionally  and  organically  interknit  with  the  former,  and 
urged  by  the  Spirit  that  dwelleth  in  us  to  seek  their  welfare  as 
a  duty  which  the  providence  of  God  is  making  more  and  more 
apparent,  every  day. 

"  What !  "  says  one,  "  you  forget  the  excellent  Dr. ,  and 

cultivate  no  fellowship  with  the  pure  and  lovely  Mr. -,  and 

send  forth  your  sympathies  towards  the  degraded,  superstitious, 

&c.,  Ac."   I  answer,  God  forbid  1    I  draw  as  near  to  Dr. and 

Mr, as  they  will  allow  me  to  do,  in  consistency  with  my 

duties  elsewhere ;  but  while  Dr. and  Mr. have  no  need 

of  my  aid  and  counsels,  or  at  least  do  not  feel  any  desire  for 
them,  God  has  opened  a  door  for  me  towards  these  others,  and 
enabled  me  to  do  something  in  them  and  with  them,  for  the 
healing  of  the  breach  and  the  repairing  of  many  desolations. 
On  your  own  principles,  I  do  right  to  leave  the  sheep  that  are 
whole  to  their  own  green  pastures,  and  to  send  forth  my  heart 
and  my  hand  towards  these  wandering  and  torn  and  bleeding 
sheep  in  the  wilderness.  It  is  the  Good  Shepherd's  example 
that  we  follow  in  so  doing,  and  we  believe  it  to  be  our  mission 
to  awaken  all  Christians  to  this  fearfully  neglected  duty. 

One  word  here,  on  the  spirit  which  at  least  in  its  ill-regulated 
forms  provokes  your  ridicule.  You  are  aware  that  the  mis- 
sionary spirit  is  subjected  to  the  same  sarcastic  animadversion, 
on  the  part  of  men  of  the  world.  "  The  Greeks  are  at  your 
doors,"  said  John  Randolph  to  the  lady  whose  wretched  ser- 
vants were  neglected,  while  she  made  fanciful  cameses  and  cap- 
otes  for  the  patriots  of  Suli  and  Parga.  Doubtless,  we  answer 
— these  things  should  be  done,  while  we  should  not  leave  the 
other  undone.  The  "  missionary  spirit "  is,  after  all,  the  spirit 
of  life  and  fruitfulness  in  the  Church :  it  is  simply  the  love 
without  which  we  are  nothing.     But,  there  is  something  logi- 
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cally  before  this  "  miflsionary  spirit,"  as  ordinarily  understood, 
and  it  is  more  essential  to  the  Christian.  I  speak  of  that  ''  un- 
feigned love  of  the  brethren  "  which  practically  recognizes  the 
brotherhood  of  Christ^s  fiEunily,  and  acts  on  the  principle  that 
when  one  member  suffers,  all  suffer  with  it  '^  Let  us  do  good 
unto  all  men,"  says  the  precept,  ^*' especially  unto  those  that  are  of 
the  household  of  faithJ^ 

Hence,  I  say  this  love  of  the  Christians  of  all  ancient 
churches,  in  their  present  torn  and  bleeding  condition,  is  logi- 
cally first  and  foremost  in  the  Christianas  duty.  He  is  hardly 
a  Christian  who  does  not  habitually  regaixl  all  mankind  as  in- 
finitely precious  in  the  eyes  of  the  Bedeemer :  they  are  the 
purchase  of  His  blood.  Redeemed  humanity  is  daily  and 
hourly  near  to  the  Christian's  heart,  on  this  grand  principle. 
But,  if  the  heathen,  then  much  more  the  children  of  the  king- 
dom :  "  the  Churches  of  Christ,"  and  every  member  of  the 
same  wherever  they  are  scattered  abroad  and  perishing  for  lack 
of  knowledge.  This  last  idea  is  not  prevalent  among  Chris^ 
tians :  but,  we  feel  it  our  mission  to  make  it  more  and  more 
palpable.  '^  Especially  unto  them  that  are  of  the  household  of 
faith."  There's  our.  commission.  "  Yes,  but " — says  one — 
**  they  are  so  degraded :  we  see  no  household  of  faith  J^ 

In  the  year  96  of  our  era  you  would  have  seen  no  faith  in 
Sardis,  none  in  Thyatira ;  perhaps  none  in  Laodicea.  To  your 
eyes — ^I  speak  to  the  supposed  objector — there  was  nothing  to 
be  seen  in  them  but  Jezebel  and  Balaam  and  Balac  and  the 
Nicolaitans.  Yet,  it  was  on  a  mission  to  just  such  churches 
that  the  G-ood  Shepherd  came  down  from  heaven  :  his  last  ex- 
hibition of  divine  love  to  sinners,  his  last  mission  to  mankind, 
bids  us  "  go  and  do  likewisa" 

"  But,  not " — says  another — "  while  so  many  heathen  stretch 
forth  their  hands,"  &c.  Let  us  look  at  this  objection.  Why 
do  these  heathen  still  walk  in  darkness?  Why  is  it  that 
Buddha  alone  has,  at  this  moment,  five  millions  more  of  dis- 
ciples than  the  Messiah — all  nominal  Christians  included? 
Now,  on  the  answer  to  this  question  hinges  our  prime  differ- 
ence in  practical  operations  We  believe  that  the  divisions 
among  Christians  check  the  outpouring  of  the  Spirit  upon  all 
flesh.     We  believe  that  the  advance  of  the  Christian  aimy 
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upon  paganism  will  be  as  when  the  walls  of  Jericho  fell  down, 
but  that,  first,  long  and  circuitous  paths  of  faith  must  be  trod- 
den, to  give  unity  and  efficiency  to  the  hosts  of  Israel.  In  a 
word,  we  believe  that  positive,  organic  unity,  was  in  the 
mind  of  Christ  when  He  said — **  that  they  all  may  be  one  that 
the  world  may  believe  that  Thou  hast  sent  Me." 

In  our  view,  then,  the  missionary  spirit,  before  all  things, 
must  take  the  direction  of  Christ's  mission  to  the  Seven 
Churches.  The  Spirit  of  Christ  must  work  out  in  this  direc- 
tion. Revive  the  Refonnation  in  Europe,  and  start  it  in  Amer- 
ica; go  to  the  Churches  of  Armenia  and  Chaldea,  of  Greece 
and  of  Russia ;  go,  not  to  rend  and  tear,  on  any  pretext,  but 
to  bind  up  and  heal  and  to  pour  in  oil  and  wine ;  go  recogniz- 
ing Christ's  presence,  yea,  even  in  Sardis,  and  enforcing  his 
message  on  the  **  few  names,"  even  there,  that  "  walk  in  white." 
Go,  thus,  like  Ezra  and  Nehemiah  to  rebuild  and  recover ;  and 
when  God  revives  His  work,  by  your  instrumentality,  among 
these  ancient  churches,  then  be  sure  the  set  time  will  have 
come:  then  Buddha's  temples  will  become  churches  of  the 
Lord  and  of  His  Christ ;  then,  and  not  till  then,  "  God's  way 
will  be  made  known  upon  earth,  and  his  saving  health  among 
all  nations." 

Now,  I  do  not  ask  you  to  accept  these  views,  but  I  state 
them  as  otirs^  and  ask  you  to  see  that  they  are  not  without 
strength,  as  viewed  from  our  position.  Admit  this,  and  you 
will  see  that  all  our  instincts  must  animate  us,  in  working 
for  the  revival  of  primitive  Christianity  among  the  ancient 
churches.  You  say,  "  hitherto  vainly.^'  Oh,  my  brother,  how 
little  you  have  informed  yourself  as  to  facts  which  warm  our 
faith  and  new  kindle  our  hopes,  and  stimulate  our  prayers 
every  day.  Hitherto,  not  vainly^  thank  God  I  Even  if  we 
saw  no  encouragement,  it  would  not  alter  our  duties :  "  foras- 
much as  we  know  that  our  labor  is  not  in  vain^  in  the  Lord." 
If  we  may  trust  that  we  are  as  Smyrna,  or  as  Philadelphia,  in 
any  degree,  we  know  that  to  feel  as  the  Master  does  and  to 
work  as  He  does,  for  Sardis  and  for  Laodicea,  are  conditions 
of  our  own  reward.  "  Hitherto  vainly" — ^the  angel  of  Smyrna 
might  have  said,  perhaps:  but  **Lord,  increase  our  faith." 
Christ  saw  " a  few  names,"  where  man  could  see  none;  and  he 
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who  leavened  the  three  continents  with  the  little  leaven  of  the 
first  Pentecost,  has  power  to  do  greater  things,  in  Sardis,  even 
by  US.  in  these  latter  days. 

I  come  back,  then,  to  our  mission  and  our  ways  of  working 
in  it  We  assert  our  organic  unity  with  the  ancient  churches, 
and  we  pray  for  a  restoration  of  functumal  unity,  in  God's 
good  time  The  sentimental  "  Catholic,"  who  thinks  of  hier- 
archies and  all  the  parade  of  patriarchates  and  provinces,  may 
become  impatient  of  delays,  and  even  despair  of  his  principles, 
when  he  finds  Greeks  and  Latins  encased  in  ignorance  and 
prejudice  and  incapable  of  moving,  at  a  single  bound,  from  the 
habits  and  prejudices  of  ages.  Not  so  the  true  Ezra  and  the 
genuine  Nehemiah.  Sure  of  our  own  organic  position  and 
deeply  sensible  of  what  God  has  done  for  us,  in  giving  us 
superior  knowledge  and  a  restoration  to  primitive  principles, 
we  are  far  from  feeling  any  impatience  for  the  revival  of  func- 
tional  Catholicity.  We  know  and  respect  our  own  position,  and 
we  leave  it  to  the  Master  to  make  them  feel  it,  all  in  His  good 
time.  Our  advantages  are  obvious  to  ourselves  and  even  to 
our  worst  enemies.  "If  ever  Christians  reunite,"  said  the 
Ultramontane  de  Maistre,  **  it  would  seem  that  the  movement 
must  go  forth  from  the  Anglican  Communion."  Even  he  rec- 
ognized something  "  precious"  in  our  peculiar  "  intermediary" 
position,  and  he  predicted  results  in  1820  which  in  1874  are 
already  beginning  to  be  realized.  It  is  not  for  me  to  boast, 
nor  are  such  things  to  be,  prematurely,  exhibited ;  but,  it  is 
simple  fact,  that  a  degree  of  progress  has  been  made  towards  a 
world-wide  revival  and  restoration  of  primitive  Christianity, 
which  goes  fer  beyond  all  that  was  dreamed  of  by  the  most 
ardent  Restorationist,  twenty  years  ago.  In  this  movement, 
the  Anglican  churches  have  been  most  active  and  to  a  wonder- 
ful degree  have  been  blessed.  Even  such  books  as  Stan- 
ley's '*  Eastern  ChurcK''  and  Neale's  learned  and  elaborate  works 
of  similar  title,  are  bearing  fruits,  this  day,  in  Constantinople 
and  in  Tiflis,  which  God  may  readily  make,  in  answer  to 
prayer,  a  hundredfold  more  plentiful.  "  Hitherto,  then,  hath 
the  I^ord  helped  us." 

It  will  be  plain  to  you,  then,  that  certain  principles  of  action 
which  would  be  illogical  and  absurd,  if  we  regarded  ourselves, 
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only,  from  your  standpoint,  are  not  so  when  viewed  from  ours. 
We  must  carry  ^ut  and  maintain  the  organic  principles  which 
unite  us  historically  and  actually  with  those  ancient  churches 
of  Christ,  to  which  we  have  such  a  mission,  *'  if  for  no  other 
reason,  then,  for  this," — ^as  Hooker  speaks, — ^because  our  influ- 
ence and  power  for  good,*  with  these  ancient  churches,  depends 
on  our  keeping  these  organic  principles  unimpaired.  We  find 
that  when  we  approach  them  and  call  on  them  to  be  reformed, 
we  can  draw  near  to  them  and  gain  their  confidence,  on  this 
ground.  We  do  not  come  to  you  as  Protestants,  but  bs  Catho- 
lics— so  we  address  them.  We  do  not  ask  you  to  abolish  your 
ancient  Episcopate,  we  revere  it:  we  do  not  make  war  on 
your  Ritual — we  would  only  conjuj'e  you  to  restore  it  to  its 
earliest  form :  we  do  not  propose  any  alteration  in  your  creed, 
we  recite  it  with  you;  nor  in  your  festivals,  we  keep  them  with 
you ;  nor  in  anything  that  is  truly  ancient,  we  would  share  it 
with  you.  If  in  anything  you  are  more  primitive  than  we  are, 
we  will  conform  to  you  ;  but,  coming  to  you,  in  the  fellowship 
of  the  one  Apostolic  Church,  we  entreat  you  to  work  with  us, 
to  make  it  in  all  things  as  it  was,  when  it  '*  overcame  the 
world." 

If  the  nearest  way  to  evangelize  the  heathen  be  to  begin  by 
restoring  and  reuniting  the  churches,  we  maintain  then,  that 
we  have  vast  advantages,  and  hence  commensurate  responsibil- 
ities, in  pointing  *'  Evangelical"  Christians  to  this  way,  as  well 
as  in  gaining  access  to  the  Greeks  and  Latins.  The  more  you 
reflect  upon  it,  I  think  a  person  with  your  spirit  will  be  led  to 
see  the  importance  of  a  new  and  thorough  work  of  reformation. 
How  sickening  the  apathy  that  permits  the  work  of  the  six- 
teenth century  to  be  a  thing  of  the  past  Is  the  Lord's  arm 
shortened  ?  Are  the  Italians,  the  Spaniards,  the  French,  never 
to  be  reformed,  because  we  failed  in  the  first  onslaught  ?  Are 
we,  supinely,  to  receive  the  immigrant  Irish  into  our  America, 
and  give  over  our  inheritance  to  them,  instead  of  converting 
them  and  all  that  is  good  in  their  pastors  with  them,  and  so 
doing  a  work  which  God's  providence  has  thrust  upon  us? 
Shame  on  our  ''  American  Christianity"  that  it  has  no  spirit 
and  no  strength  for  such  an  undertaking.  Surely,  it  is  high 
time  for  us  to  do  something.  First  of  all,  *'  Physician,  heal 
thyselt" 
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What  stopped  the  Refonnation  of  Luther  ?  Read  Ranke ; 
read  the  history  of  the  Jesuits.  All  history  thunders  the  an- 
swer— *'  The  divisions  of  the  reformed  killed  the  Refonnation." 
Once,  its  tides  washed  the  walk  of  the  Vatican  itself,  and  under- 
mined the  Conclava  Read  the  stories  of  Gontarini,  and  of 
Sadolet  in  the  court  of  Paul  III,  of  Victoria  Colonna,  of  Olym- 
pia  Morata,  and  of  "The  Oratory  of  Divine  Love."  What 
might  not  have  been  done  had  the  reformers  kept  to  the  work 
of  reform^  and  forborne  to  start  each  his  petty  sect,  on  some 
paltry  personal  peculiarity  or  hobby.  But,  not  to  dwell  on  the 
past^  two  things  are  evident  now,  and  they  echo,  as  with  the 
voice  that  was  "as  the  sound  of  many  waters,"  your  own  out- 
cry—" Is  Schism  a  Necessity  ?  "  (1.)  Those  peculiarities  and 
hobbies  have  lost  their  force :  they  are  no  longer  dear  to  the 
sects  which  they  created.  (2.)  The  Beformaiion  is  actually  re- 
newed;  the  "Old  Catholic "  movement  begins  where  the  work 
of  the  sixteenth  century  was  arrested.  We  are  all  called,  in 
G-od's  providence,  to  recognize  it,  and  to  unite  in  it  with  ardent 
zeal  and  faith. 

Now,  what  is  our  position  and  appeal  to  our  "  Evangelical " 
brethren  ?  I  shall  show  very  soon,  that  it  involves  none  of 
the  odious  absurdities  to  which  you  point  No  I  thank  Ood. 
But  it  does  b^n  with  this  principle,  viz.,  we  have  no  right 
to  ask  the  ancient  churches  to  draw  towards  us  in  things  scrip- 
tural, and  hence  essential,  without  ourselves  drawing  towards 
them  in  things  which  all  regard  as  by  no  means  contrary  to 
Holy  Scripture,  and  in  which  they  are  without  fault  In  other 
words,  the  work  of  reformation  will  be  vastly  promoted,  and 
we  shall  have  gained  what  ages  may  not,  otherwise,  enable  us 
to  effect  of  actual  progress,  towards  reform,  when  once  we  meet 
them  on  the  common  ground  actually  occupied,  in  a  good  de- 
gree, by  Anglicans,  and  then  undertake  the  rest  in  the  might 
of  the  Holy  Ghost 

Richard  Baxter  and  his  allies,  in  1660,  confessed  that  this 
would  be  ^'  the  readiest  way  to  the  reunion  of  ChristianSj^^  and 
they  actually  proposed  to  adopt  it  as  expedient  and  lawful, 
provided  only  presbyters  and  laymen  might  be  admitted  to 
church  synods,  and  thus  a  despotic  hierarchy  rendered  impossi- 
ble.    What  they  wanted  is  before  you,  in  our  American 
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Church  ;  but,  I  do  not  say  this  as  asking  you  to  join  us.  This 
you  will  presently  see.  I  only  state  the  fact  that  elements  of 
unity  are  already  visible,  if  only  we  might  make  use  of  them ; 
and  I  state  as  another  raison  cT^Cy  or  excuse  for  our  existence 
and  our  position,  this  fact,  viz.,  that  we  occupy  a  commanding 
position,  to  say  nothing  of  principle,  to  which  all  considera- 
tions of  scriptural  expediency  invite  Evangelical  Christians,  if 
they  are,  indeed,  to  make  a  common  cause,  and  renew  their 
efforts  for  the  reformation  of  Christendom,  and  the  evangeliza- 
tion of  mankind. 

Dismissing  all  questions  of  the  jus  divinum  as  out  of  place 
here,  I  thus  confine  myself  to  a  principle  which  I  am  sure  you 
will  confess  to  have  something  in  it  In  the  sense  in  which 
the  apostle  became  "  all  things  to  all  men,"  I  hold  we  are  now 
called  to  take  away,  out  of  the  highway  of  world-wide  Refor- 
mation, the  scandal  of  needless  divisions ;  and  I  call  all  those 
divisions  needless  which  rest  on  differences  with  the  ancient 
churches,  for  which  no  conscience  is  pretended.  In  reforming 
them,  we  must  meet  them  half-way  by  reforming  ourselves  in 
this  respect  This  done,  the  eighty  millions  of  wrangling  Pro- 
testants will  be  transformed,  Deo  juvante,  into  a  catholic  and 
apostolic  phalanx,  which  can  go  to  the  ancient  churches  with  a 
strong  case,  and  propose  to  them,  what  millions  among  them  are 
getting  ready  to  accept,  a  thorough. restoration  to  the  scriptural 
orthodoxy  and  practical  piety  of  the  Primitive  ages. 

Such  is  our  way  of  looking  at  the  case,  at  our  duties,  and 
our  relations.  As  seen  from  your  position,  we  are  a  petty 
" pinfold  " — a  " little  sister"  to  the  Methodist  giantess — a  mere 
crab -stock,  proposing  to  "  graft  upon  itself  vast  branches,  bigger 
than  the  stock  itself; "  and  so  all  our  outgoings  to  you-ward 
are  seen  only  in  a  ludicrous  aspect,  which  it  is  easy  to  represent 
as  involving  an  absurdity.  But,  as  between  believer  and  be- 
liever, I  ask,  was  not  the  world  of  the  Gentiles  grafted  upon 
the  little  stock  of  the  remnant  of  Israel  ?  And  may  not  a  little 
stock  of  the  old  apostolic  root,  by  any  possibility,  possess  an 
olive  fatness  and  essential  vigor,  into  which  many  branches, 
having  no  common  root,  would  find  it  for  the  common  advan- 
tage to  be  "  grafted  again  ?  "  We  are  not  simpletons,  then, 
when  we  feel  that  there  is  something  precious  within  us  which 
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we  long  to  see  our  neighbors  share.  It  would  give  them  or- 
ganic unity,  not  with  us  only,  but  with  the  eighty  millions  of 
Orientals,  whom  we  long  to  re-animate  and  to  launch  as  evange- 
lists upon  the  hordeg  of  Asia ;  it  would  give  them  the  key  to 
millions  of  estranged  hearts,  and  convert  their  missions  into 
friendly  embassages,  which  the  East  would  welcome  to  its 
bosom.  We  do  not  speak  of  unity,  therefore,  with  any  refer- 
ence to  "  Protestant  Episcopalianism  ; "  we  would  see  ourselves 
and  you  known  and  recognized  together  as  oue  in  the  visible 
communion  of  the  Historic  Church  of  Christ 

And  here  I  come  to  your  kindly  and  yet  reproachful  words. 
You  ask — "  Will  you  not  explain  to  me  wherein  consists  the 
good  faith  of  those  urgent  invitations  and  expostulations  re- 
peated, by  yourself  among  others,  to  brethren  of  other  minis- 
tries, to  remove  the  one  great  hindrance  to  Christian  union 
by  accepting  the  free  gift  of  the  laying  on  of  apostolic  hands 
.  .  .  ?  I  am  persuaded  that  there  was  an  honest  meaning  in 
it  It  is  impossible  to  think  that  all  Viat  was  iniended  in 
that  affectionate  appeal  was  simply  an  invitation  to  come  out  of 
Babylon,  pass  a  year's  quarantine  and  then  reappear  in  search 
of  an  Episcopal  parish."  Yes,  my  dear  brother,  thank  God, 
you  at  least  have  discovered  it,  at  last;  much  more  was  intended. 
For  twenty  years,  ever  since  I  buried  my  youth  and  with  it, 
I  trust,  many  youthful  mistakes  and  errors,  I  have  toiled  and 
labored  to  make  this  apparent,  both  to  ourselves  and  to  you, 
that  there  is  "  a  more  excellent  way."  In  isolated  cases,  the 
way  of  our  existing  Canons  is  open  enough,  perhaps,  for  those 
who  wish  to  come  to  us  as  we  are ;  but  for  a  movement  of 
minds  and  hearts,  as  towards  a  common  goal,  I  have  argued, 
again  and  again,  that  something  widely  diverse  is  necessary. 
Our  mission  is  accomplished,  as  a  church  imperfectly  organized 
and  not  yet  developed,  when  once  we  have  inspired  our  fellow 
Christians,  of  America,  to  recur  to  the  grand  principles  of 
organic  unity  to  which  I  have  referred.  When  they  will  meet 
us,  and  let  us  meet  them,  on  the  base  of  a  common  faith,  of 
which  the  Scriptures  and  the  Nicene  Creed  must  be  the  ground, 
then  will  be  seen  something  better  than  "  alliance " :  it  will 
be  a  conference  that  means  work,  and  which,  under  God,  may 
shape  the  future  of  American  ChriBtianity.     Remember,  that 
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concerning  the  creed  I  have  mentioned  as  our  common  ground, 
Dr.  Shedd  thus  speaks  in  his  ^^ History  of  Christian  Doctrine :^^ 
"It  was  the  work  of  two  (Ecumenical  Councils,  and  had 
authority  in  both  the  Greek  and  Latin  Churches,  and,  in  mod- 
em  times  is  the  received  creed-statement  among  aM  Trinitarian 
churches^  If  this  be  so,  why  not  meet  us,  to  take  steps,  under 
**the  fiery  pillar,"  for  the  furtherance  of  this  faith,  in  the 
unity  of  an  "army  with  banners,"  ^^ striving  together  for  the 
faith  of  the  Gospel  ?"  You  will  vastly  outnumber  us :  you 
may  graft  yourself  on  other  apostolic  roots  and  may  prefer 
their  ways  to  ours.  But  it  will  be  impossible  for  us,  on  our 
own  principles,  to  propose  any  narrow  conformity  to  our  breth- 
ren. There  may  be  room  for  divers  rites  and  large  varieties — 
in  one  communion :  and  when,  by  God's  blessing,  the  work  is 
accomplished,  which,  more  than  all  things  the  condition  of 
religion  in  America  demands — ^then,  quite  possibly,  it  will  be 
discovered  that,  in  one  sense,  we  shall  have  come  over  to  you, 
as  in  another  you  will  have  come  over  to  us :  and  who,  that  is 
a  Christian  indeed,  will  care  which  of  these  ideas  shall  be  most 
real  and  most  true,  the  grand  result  being  realized  and  there 
being  no  longer  any  room  for  the  question,  "  Is  Schism  a 
Necessity  ?" 

In  proof  of  our  "  good  faith  "  in  all  this,  and  to  show  that 
other  than  my  individual  views  are  expressed  in  much  that  I 
have  said,  let  me  remind  you  that  so  far  from  neglecting  the 
purauit  of  unity  at  home,  while  seeking  it  with  those  "afar  oflF," 
we  have  had,  for  nearly  twenty  years,  a  special  committee  of 
our  House  of  Bishops,  charged  to  confer  with  other  Christians 
on  these  subjects.  Of  this  committee  the  late  Bishop  Mcllvaine 
was  chairman.  In  1868  a  "Christian  Unity  Society"  was 
formed  among  us,  which  still  exists.  Its  members  are  pledged 
to  efforts  such  as  I  am  making  in  this  Letter :  and  it  has  had 
several  public  conferences,  in  New  York,  with  brethren  of  the 
Dutch,  Presbjrterian,  Moravian  and  other  communions.  It 
published,  in  1864,  an  ^"^ Address  to  cur  Breihrentn  Christ,*^ 
and,  in  1868,  the  little  tractate  of  Robert  Leighton  on  a  "  Mod- 
erate JBpiscopacy.^^  The  few  who  have  read  these  pamphlets 
have  privately  expressed  surprise  and  delight,  at  the  lengths  to 
which  "High-Churchmen"   have,  therein,  shown  themselves 
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willing  to  go.  But,  hitherto,  they  have  met  with  no  response, 
and  hardly  with  a  single  "  notice  "  in  the  journals  and  periodi- 
cals of  those  thus  affectionately  addressed.  Have  we  not  shown 
some  brotherly  yearnings  towards  you  ? 

In  conclusion,  while  I  thank  you  for  recognizing  my  spirit  as 
fraternal  and  foil  of  warmth  towards  all  "  Evangelical "  Chris- 
tians, let  me  beg  you  not  to  regard  it  as  exceptionally  so. 
Many  reasons,  which  I  need  not  specify,  justify  the  tenderest 
outgoings  of  my  own  heart  towards  "  my  own  friends  and  my 
father's  friends,"  whom  I  have  known  as  such  from  my  boy- 
hood ;  but,  in  our  House  of  Bishops,  and  in  other  councils 
among  us,  I  rejoice  to  say  that  the  spirit  which  animates  their 
deliberations  on  such  subjects  as  we  have  now  discussed,  is  not 
different  from  that  which  it  has  been  my  aim  to  identify  with 
this  Letter.  Those  whom  you  would  classify  as  **  High-Church- 
men "  are  not  a  whit  behind  their  brethren,  in  this  respect 
They  have  often  recognized,  in  words  and  efforts,  the  principle 
to  which  you  give  another  turn,  namely  that  a  "  High-Church  " 
position  must  carry  with  it  a  responsibility  ^'towards  those 
without,"  which  is  not  involved  in  that  of  professed  "  Low- 
Churchmen  ;"  and,  I  bear  them  record,  that,  on  many  occasions, 
when  m  council  together,  and  surveying  the  fields  and  the  want 
of  laborers,  in  America,  their  language  and  their  prayers  have 
been  full  of  self-abnegation ;  full  of  the  spirit  which  would 
even  consent  to  die,  would  God  only  raise  up  others,  in  the 
Primitive  way,  to  go  in  and  possess  the  land,  and  fill  it  with 
the  institutions  and  the  blessings  of  the  Primitive  Q-ospeL 

You  mistake  us,  brother ;  you  entirely  mistake  us,  yet  per- 
haps you  are  less  to  blame  than  we  are.  We  ought  to  feel  our 
own  deficiencies  rather  than  speak  of  yours.  Yet,  if  you  will 
do  me  the  favor  to  read  ^^  ApoUos"  as  you  so  kindly  suggest, 
I  think  you  will  see  these  things  in  a  less  repulsive  light.  You 
will  see  how  I  propose,  therein,  to  remedy  not  the  schisms  of 
our  European  diaspora^  but  rather  those  from  which  they  spring, 
here,  in  our  chaotic  America.  You  will  see,  at  least,  how 
profitable  we  might  make  the  brotherly  discussion  of  these 
matters,  if  we  were  willing  to  approach  them  in  a  new  spirit, 
and  with  a  single  desire  to  discover  the  base  of  a  genuine  reno- 
vation and  reunion.     There  are  those,  I  know,  who  laugh  at 
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the  idea,  and  who  persuade  themselves  that  these  wretched 
**  denomipational "'  differences  are  to  be  multiplied  and  to  be 
perpetuated.  God  forbid!  For  I  at  least  would  go  to  my 
grave  believing  that  "there  is  a  good  time  coming,"  and  pray- 
ing for  it,  with  my  last  breath.  I  doubt  not  that  the  Holy 
Spirit  is  able  to  e£fect  what  the  word  of  God  enjoins :  and 
whether  the  result  is  to  be  realized  or  not,  I  see  in  that  injunc- 
tion the  spirit  required  in  me  and  which  is  necessary  to  the 
completeness  of  my  own  matihood  in  Christ  Jesua  Yes,  and,  I 
say  daily,  "  Lord,  increase  our  faith."  For  I  believe  the  fiiith 
of  Abraham  is  that  which  pleases  God :  "  Whom  he  believed, 
even  God  who  quicJceneih  the  dead  and  calleth  those  things 
which  be  not,  as  though  they  were :  who  against  hope  believed 
in  hope  .  .  .  and  being  not  weak  in  faith,  considered  not  his  own 
body  now  dead  .  .  .  neither  yet  the  deadness  of  Sarah's  womb ; 
he  staggered  not  at  the  promise  of  God,  through  unbelief  .  .  . 
being  fully  persuaded  that  what  He  had  promised^  He  uxis  able, 
alsoj  to  per/orm.^^  In  that  persuasion  I  have  written,  to  you, 
concerning  dead  unity  and  the  deadness  of  popular  piety.  In 
that  spirit  I  beg  you,  and  the  editors  of  the  New  JSnglander,  to 
accept  this  Letter  as  a  true  Irenicum ;  an  olive  branch  which, 
should  it  be  accepted,  may  lead  to  further  conferences  and  cor- 
respondences, and  to  blessings  more  than  we  are  able  to  ask,  or 
worthy  to  receive.  God  grant  it  for  Christ's  sake. 
Your  friend  and  brother, 

A.  Cleveland  Coxe. 

Btttfalo,  Augost  19th,  1874. 

P.  S. — Od  page  735  I  have  said — the  Beformation  ia  actually  renewed.  EventB 
are  rapidly  moving  in  the  line  I  have  pointed  out  It  is  now  announced  that  on 
the  14th  of  September  the  '*  Old  Catholic  "  Oonference,  at  Bonn,  *'  wiU  be  attended 
by  diyers  repreeentatiye  men,  of  different  confesBions,  animated  by  a  common 
desire  to  promote  the  cause  of  Ecclesiastical  Ooncord  ahd  Union."  Then,  we  read 
as  follows : 

**  The  discussions  will  proceed  on  the  base  of  what  was  taught  and  belieTed  in 
the  Ancient  Church ;  and  common  ground  will  be  sought  in  the  doctrines  and 
institutions  of  Christianity  and  in  the  formularies  of  Faith,  as  they  existed  before 
the  disruption  of  Christendom,  by  the  breach  between  Bast  and  West " 
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Abticlb   VIL— MR   DARWIN    AND   THE   THEORY   OP 
NATURAL  SELECTION.* 

1.  THE  GENESIS  OF  THE  DOCTRINE. 

In  the  year  1825  a  joint  arrangement  was  made  by  the 
British  and  French  governments  for  a  survey  of  the  coasts  of 
South  America,  the  French  taking  the  coast  of  Brazil,  the 
British  that  of  the  southern  extremity  of  the  continent  from 
the  mouth  of  the  river  Plata  to  the  island  of  Chiloe.  The 
British  expedition,  consisting  of  the  Adventure,  commanded  by 
Captain  King,  and  the  Beagle,  commanded  by  Captain  Stokes, 
sailed  for  the  first  time  in  May,  1826,  and  returned  in  October, 
1880.  Capt  Stokes  died  in  Tierra  del  Fuego  in  1828,  and  was 
ultimately  succeeded  by  Captain,  afterwards  Admiral,  Robert 
Fitzroy,  who  was  again  appointed  to  the  Beagle,  recommissioned 
in  1831  to  continue  the  survey  of  South  America,  with  orders 
to  circumnavigate  the  globe  on  her  return  home.  Capt  Fitzroy, 
a  man  of  great  intelligence  and  of  scientific  training,  had  been 
much  impressed  during  the  first  voyage  by  his  observations  in 
the  natural  history  of  the  continent,  and  before  re-embarking 
in  1831  he  wrote  to  the  Hydrographer  of  the  Navy,  proposing 
that  **  some  scientific  person  should  be  sought  for  who  would 
be  willing  to  share  such  accommodation  as  he  had  to  oflfer  for 
the  sake  of  visiting  distant  countries  as  yet  little  known. "f 
The  Hydrographer  approved  the  suggestion  and  wrote  to  Prof. 
Peacock  of  Cambridge,  who  again  referred  the  matter  to  his 
colleague,  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Henslow,  Professor  of  Botany.  The 
latter  at  once  recommended  a  pupil  of  his  own,  and  the  result 
was  that  "  Mr.  Charles  Darwin,  grandson  of  Dr.  Darwin  the 
poet,  a  young  man  of  promising  ability,  extremely  fond  of 

•  *  The  excellent  description  and  just  criticism  of  the  Darwinian  theory,  which 
this  Article  contains,  give  to  it  a  special  value.  If,  however,  the  author  is  to  be 
understood  as  implying,  in  two  or  three  places,  a  necessary  incompatibility  between 
the  theory  of  Darwin  and  the  doctrine  of  Christian  Theism,  his  position  in  this 
particular  is  open  to  question. — Eds.  New  Englander, 

f  Narrative  of  the  Surveying  Voyages  of  K  M.  eh'^  Adventure  and  Beagle. 
S  vols.    London:  Henry  Colbum.     1839.    Introd. 
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geology,  and  indeed  of  all  branches  of  natural  history,"  was 
attached  to  the  expedition  as  Capt  Fitzroy*s  guest  and  natur- 
alist to  the  Beagle,  stipulating,  however,  that  he  should  be  at 
liberty  to  retire  whenever  he  thought  proper  and  to  pay  a  fair 
share  of  the  expenses  of  the  tabla  The  two  fell  into  a  great 
friendship  at  once,  and  Mr.  Darwin  continued  to  pay  his  mess 
bills  regularly  until  the  Beagle  returned  fix>m  her  five  years' 
voyage  round  the  world  in  1886. 

Mr.  Darwin  at  this  time  was  a  young  gentleman  not  quite 
twenty-three  years  old,  who,  after  a  course  of  two  years  at 
Edinburgh  and  another  of  four  at  Cambridge,  had  just  taken 
his  degree  at  the  latter  university.  The  most  noticeable  thing 
about  him  was  that  he  had  inherited,  by  "  reversion "  as  he 
would  afterwards  have  called  it  himself,  the  biological  tastes  of 
his  ancestor,  a  fantastic  poet  but  a  very  able  naturalist  of  the 
eighteenth  century,  who  had  actually  anticipated  both  Lamarck 
and  the  grandson  in  enunciating  the  conception  of  the  genesis 
of  organic  forms  by  adaptive  modificationa*  The  pedigree 
and  the  penchant  together  won  the  heart  of  Professor  Henalow, 
and  that  worthy  clergyman,  who,  says  Mr.  Darwin  in  the  pre- 
face to  his  Journal,  "  was  one  chief  means  of  giving  me  a  taste 
for  natural  history— who  during  my  absence  took  charge  of 
the  collections  I  sent  home — and  by  his  correspondence  directed 
my  endeavors,"  and  who,  as  we  have  seen,  procured  him  the 
appointment  to  the  expedition,  must  bear  the  responsibility  of 
having  contributed  more  than  any  other  man  except  ita  author 
to  the  doctrine  of  Natural  Selection. 

The  results  of  the  voyage  are  duly  recorded  in  the  Journals 
of  Capt  Fitzroy,  who  also  edited  Capt  King's  notes  on  the 
first  voyage,  and  Mr.  Darwin.  The  former  has  long  since  been 
forgotten,  although  the  work  of  an  able  man  and  an  entertain- 
ing writer.  It  is  still  worth  referring  to,  if  for  nothing  else,  as 
an  amusing  illustration  of  the  old  formula  quicquid  recipitiir 
recepitur  ad  modum  recipientis,,  A  man  sees  only  what  he 
brings  the  eye  to  see.     The  same  phenomena  which  drove  Mn 

*  H.  Bpenoer,  Sociology,  ZoonomUhy  toL  i,  pp.  500-510,  ed.  1794.  ICr.  Dar- 
win alludes  to  his  grandfathar'a  specolotioiiB  with  evident  aatiafot^on  in  the  His- 
torical Sketch  prefixed  to  the  (fth  edition  of  the  Origin  of  3pocie$.  An  amnsiiig 
burlesque  of  them  will  be  f  onnd,  of  all  places  in  the  world,  in  Canning  and  Frere's 
"  Poe^  of  Gie  Anti^acobtn." 
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Darwin  into  Darwinism,  led  back  Capt  Fitzroy  in  the  most 
comfortable  manner  from  scepticism  to  orthodoxy.  At  the  end 
of  his  narrative  the  curious  reader  will  find  two  essays,  of  a 
sort  much  in  vogue  a  generation  ago,  in  which  the  Biblical 
account  of  the  Deluge  and  of  the  dispersion  of  the  human 
races  is  confirmed  by  the  captain's  own  observations  in  eth- 
nology and  fossil  geology.  As  might  be  expected,  the  exegesis 
is  of  the  most  innocent,  nautical  fashion,  while  some  of  the 
speculations  have  a  positive  value  because  founded  on  real  pro- 
fessional training  and  experienca  Mr.  Darwin's  Journal,  since 
published  separately  in  several  editions,  has  been  famous  from 
the  first,  and,  considering  the  age  at  which  it  was  written;  is 
still  the  moat  remarkable  of  his  works.  It  shows  everywhere, 
and  already  at  their  best,  the  mental  vigilance  and  prompti- 
tude, the  swift  discrimination  among  confusing  multitudes  of 
&cts,  and  the  curious  insight  into  minute  details,  remote  sug- 
gestions, and  wide,  unsuspected  relations,  which  are  Mr.  Dar- 
win's special  characteristics  as  a  naturalist;  together  with  a 
narrative  and  descriptive  power  which  he  has  hardly  equalled 
anywhere  else.  Having  as  yet  no  theory  of  his  own  to  main- 
tain, it  is  unencumbered  with  the  laborious  polemic  which  seri- 
ously affects  the  literary  value  of  his  later  works,  and  is 
throughout  one  of  the  most  fascinating  records  of  travel  in  the 
languaga 

On  his  departure  from  England  in  1831,  and,  so  far  as  can 
be  gathered  from  his  own  allusions  to  the  matter,  down  to  his 
return  in  1886,  Mr.  Darwin  held  all  the  traditional  beliefe  of 
the  natural  science  of  the  day ;  the  immutability  of  species, 
the  origin  of  each  species  by  a  separate  creation,  and  variation 
within  specific  limits  under  the  action  of  the  natural  condi- 
tions of  life.  That  the  uniformities  of  structure  and  character 
which  pervade  the  organic  world  are  an  indication  of  a  com- 
mon ancestry  and  not  of  creative  design — ^proofs  of  pedigree 
and  not  of  plan — ^had  never  seriously  occurred  to  him.  It 
may  be  added  that  he  was  not  only  an  orthodox  believer  but  a 
devout  man.  Throughout  the  voyage,  in  South  America,  in 
the  Falkland  Islands,  the  Galapagos  and  the  coral  islands  of 
the  Pacific,  in  New  Zealand  and  Australia,  he  went  on  inter- 
preting, in  perfect  unconsciousness  and  good  faith,  the  new 
phenomena  by  the  old  principles,  and  finding  in  every  fresh 
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puzzle  only  another  illustration  of  the  variety  of  the  universe. 
Not  that  the  puzzle  was  not  fully  recognized,  but  that  the  habit 
was  still  strong  upon  him  of  invoking  creative  power  to  ac- 
count for  all  anomalies  and  surprises.  Thus,  remarking  upon 
the  absence  of  trees  from  the  plains  of  Banda  Oriental,  which, 
although  too  far  south  to  receive  migration  from  the  forests  of 
Brazil,  are  well  fitted  by  climate  and  soil  to  support  forests  of 
their  own,  he  concludes  that  herbaceous  plants  instead  of  trees 
were  specially  created  to  occupy  the  area  on  its  emei^ence  from 
the  sea.  In  Patagonia  he  found  a  strange  bird,  the  Tinochorus^ 
which  almost  equally  partakes  of  the  characters  of  the  quail 
and  the  snipe,  two  widely  contrasted  birds.  It  is  difficult  to 
doubt  that  some  suspicion  of  the  possible  significance  of  such 
an  intermediate  form  must  have  crossed  his  mind,  but  his  only 
comment  is  that,  while  the  varied  relations  of  the  TCnochorua 
perplex  the  systematic  naturalist,  they  may  hereafter  assist  in 
revealing  the  grand  scheme  common  to  present  and  past  ages 
on  which  organic  beings  have  been  created;  a  remark  pre- 
cisely in  the  spirit  of  Agassiz's  Essay  on  Classification  and  a 
striking  indication  of  the  bent  of  his  thinking  at  the  time  To 
much  the  same  purpose  are  his  observations  on  two  very 
singular  birds  which  abound  in  Chiloe  and  other  islands  off 
the  west  coast  of  Patagonia.  "  From  the  great  preponderance 
in  most  countries  of  certain  kinds  of  birds,  such  as  the  finches, 
one  feels  surprised  at  meeting  such  peculiar  forms  as  the  com- 
monest birds  in  any  district  When  finding,  as  in  this  case,  any 
animal  which  seems  to  play  so  insignificant  a  part  in  the  great 
scheme  of  nature,  one  is  apt  to  wonder  why  a  distinct  species 
should  have  been  created."  His  suggestion  is  "  that  in  some 
other  country  it  is  perhaps  an  essential  member  of  society  or 
at  some  former  period  may  have  been  so."  Again,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  slow  deterioration  in  the  types  characteristic  of  a 
zoological  district,  as  in  South  America,  and  the  extermination 
of  indigenous  races  by  foreign  races  recently  introduced,  as  in 
Australia,  both  of  which  facts  seem  to  indicate  an  imperfect 
adaptation  of  forms  as  originally  created  to  their  conditions  of 
life,  his  inference  is  that  the  adaptation  is  not  alone  to  pecu- 
liarities of  climate  and  country,  but  to  other  conditions  also,  as 
yet  unknown  ;  and  in  general  that  we  are  profoundly  ignorant 
of  the  physiological  relations  on  which  the  life  of  any  species 
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depends.  In  man,  however,  he  finds  an  instance  of  notable 
adaptation.  "  Of  the  most  destructive  diseases  which  bear  an 
evident  relation  to  climate,  nearly  all  originate  in  the  hotter 
regions  of  the  earth.  As  geological  induction  shows  that  the 
climate  during  the  periods  antecedent  to  the  present  had  an 
extra  tropical  (i.  e.,  an  unusual  tropical)  character,  so  in  all  pro- 
bability there  would  be  an  extra  tendency  to  disease,  and  we 
can  therefore  see  that  the  recent  introduction  of  man  is  an 
adaptation  to  the  existing  conditions  of  the  world."  What 
Mr.  Darwin's  ideas  were  of  the  first  condition  of  man  is  indi- 
cated in  his  reflections  on  the  Fuegians,  whom  he  carefully 
studied.  "  One's  mind  hurries  back  over  past  centuries  and 
then  asks,  Could  our  progenitors  have  been  such  as  these? 
Men  whose  very  signs  and  expressions  are  less  intelligible  to 
us  than  those  of  the  domesticated  animals ;  men  who  do  not 
possess  the  instincts  of  those  animals  nor  yet  appear  to  boast  of 
hnman  reason.  I  do  not  believe  it  is  possible  to  describe  or 
paint  the  difiference  between  savage  and  civilized  man ;"  a  re- 
mark which  may  have  some  connection  with  Capt  Fitzroy's 
theory  that  man  was  created  in  perfect  condition,  and  that 
savages  are  simply  wanderers  of  one  blood  who  have  been 
variously  degraded  during  migration  from  the  centre  of  the 
primitive  civilization.  But  perhaps  the  most  interesting  of  all 
these  passages  occurs  in  the  Australian  notes,  and  is  worth 
giving  entire : 

"  A  little  time  before  this  I  had  been  lying  on  a  sunny  bank 
and  was  reflecting  on  the  strange  character  of  the  animals  of 
this  country  as  compared  with  the  rest  of  the  world.  An 
unbeliever  in  everything  beyond  his  own  reason  might  ex- 
claim, *  Two  distinct  Creators  must  have  been  at  work ;  the 
object,  however,  has  been  the  same,  and  certainly  the  end  in 
each  case  is  complete/  While  thus  thinking  I  observed  the 
hollow  conical  pitfall  of  the  lion-ant ;  first,  a  fly  fell  down  the 
treacherous  slope  and  immediately  disappeared ;  then  came  a 
large  but  unwary  ant ;  its  struggles  to  escape  being  very  violent, 
those  curious  little  jets  of  sand,  described  by  Kirby  as  being 
flirted,  by  the  insect's  tail,  were  promptly  directed  against  the 
expected  victim.  But  the  ant  enjoyed  a  better  fate  than  the 
fly,  and  excaped  the  fatal  jaws  which  lay  concealed  at  the  bftse 
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of  the  conical  hollow.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  pre- 
dacious larva  belongs  to  the  same  genus  with  the  European 
kind,  though  to  a  different  speciesi  Now  what  would  the 
sceptic  say  to  this  ?  Would  any  two  workmen  have  hit  upon 
so  beautiful,  so  simple,  and  yet  so  artificial  a  contrivance  ?  It 
cannot  be  thought  so :  one  Hand  has  eurely  worked  through- 
out the  uni versa" 

This  sincere  and  cordial  use  of  the  old-fashioned  theory  in 
the  hands  of  the  author  of  the  Origin  of  Species  and  the  De- 
scent of  Man^  extremely  interesting  in  itself,  is  of  historical 
importance  as  a  guaranty,  not  of  Mr.  Darwin's  good  faith,  for 
no  one  ever  dreamt  of  questioning  that,  but  of  the  perfectly 
unpremeditated  and  spontaneous  manner  in  which  the  theory 
of  development  through  natural  selection  arose.  During  all 
these  years  he  went  on  construing  nature  as  the  direct  product 
of  creative  power  and  the  distinct  expression  of  creative  design, 
unaware,  so  far  as  we  can  see,  of  the  silent  arrival  and  recep- 
tion from  all  quarters  of  phenomena  bearing  the  other  way, 
and  of  the  slow  transformation  of  his  own  mental  states  under 
their  continuous  action.  It  is  as  good  an  example  of  uncon- 
scious cerebration  as  can  be  found  anywhere.  The  old  struc- 
ture of  thought  and  feeling  stood  erect  and  intact,  propped  up 
by  the  sheer  force  of  habit  and  association,  while  its  founda- 
tions were  wearing  away  by  imperceptible  attrition  and  a  new 
philosophy  was  rising  beneath  it  in  the  dark.  Yet  such  is  the 
alertness  and  sensitiveness  of  the  writer's  intelligence  and  the 
transparency  of  the  atmosphere  in  which  it  wrought,  that  any 
careful  reader  to-day  can  detect  with  precision  the  successive 
points  at  which  the  old  ideas  were  disturbed  and  the  impulse 
towards  new  speculations  communicated;  down  to  the  very 
discovery,  a  mere  trifle  in  itself,  which  concentrated  the  effects 
of  all  the  others ;  the  exact  moment  when  the  silent  mental 
induction  discharged  itself  into  consciousness;  as  two  hun- 
dred years  before  the  vision  of  the  universal  law  of  gravitation 
flashed  after  the  fall  of  an  apple. 

The  principal  facts  recorded  in  the  Journal  which  determined 
the  change  in  Mr.  Darwin's  opinions  are  of  four  kinds.  The 
first  are  facts,  gathered  indiscriminately  throughout  the  voy* 
age,  illustrating  the  immense  efficiency  of  natural  means  for 
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the  dispersion  of  living  forms,  active  not  only  in  present  times, 
but  continuouslj  through  past  geological  ages ;  together  with 
the  limitations  of  their  action  by  natural  barriers,  such  as 
mountain  ranges,  seas,  climate,  and  soil.  Such  facts  are  of 
course  consistent  with  the  doctrine  of  the  origin  of  species  by 
creation,  but  they  shojv^  that  in  many  cases  the  forms  peculiar 
to  any  r^on  were  not  specially  created  upon  it  and  for  it,  but 
have  arrived  there  by  migration  from  other  quarters ;  that  the 
definite  range  of  any  given  form  and  the  geographical  distribu- 
tion of  living  beings  in  general  are  the  results  of  secondary 
causes  and  not  of  supernatural  adjustment  Beyond  this  they 
are  of  no  special  significance  until  the  immutability  of  species 
is  disproved,  when  their  significance  becomes  great  If  it  is 
possible  for  a  species  to  produce  by  successive  modifications  a 
new  species  distinct  from  itself,  then  these  facts  provide  the 
natural  conditions  for  effecting  such  modifications  in  abundance, 
upon  the  broadest  scale. 

The  second  class  of  facts  bears  directly  on  this  question  of 
the  mutability  or  immutability  of  species.  If  anywhere  an 
intermediate  form  or  a  series  of  such  can  be  found  filling  up 
the  gap  between  two  distinct  species  of  the  same  genus,  the 
suspicion  arises  that  instead  of  a  separate  creation  of  each  of 
the  graduated  forms  there  has  been  variation  out  of  one  into 
the  other,  or  descent  with  variation  fit>m  ancestors  common  to 
alL  Such  suggestive  forms  are  the  Ihnockoms,  spoken  of 
above,  and  many  others.  In  Buenos  Ayres  Mr.  Darwin  came 
upon  a  venomous  snake,  the  Iiigonocq>haliL8,  which  had 
already  been  classified  by  Cuvier  as  a  subgenus  of  the  rattle- 
snake, and  intermediate  between  it  and  the  viper.  "  In  con- 
firmation of  this  opinion  I  observed  a  fact  which  appears  to  me 
very  curious  and  instructive,  as  showing  how  every  character, 
even  though  it  may  be  independent  of  structure,  has  a  ten- 
dency to  vary  by  slow  d^reea  The  extremity  of  the  tail  of 
this  snake  is  terminated  by  a  point,  which  is  slightly  enlarged, 
and  as  the  animal  glided  along  it  constantly  vibrated  the  last 
inch ;  and  this  part  striking  against  the  dry  grass  and  brush- 
wood produced  a  rattling  noise  which  could  be  distinctly  heard 
at  the  distance  of  six  feet  This  Trigonocqphalus,  therefore,  has 
in  some  respects  the  structure  of  Yipera  with  the  habits  of  a 
Crotalua" 
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Different  and  more  direct  indications  of  specific  origin  by 
descent  were  afforded  by  the  third  class  of  facts,  drawn  from  a 
comparison  of  the  living  with  the  extinct  mammalia  of  South 
America.  The  type  of  both  groups  is  the  same,  that  is,  dis- 
tinctly South  American,  but  reduced  and  degraded  in  the 
latest  representatives.  It  is  of  course  cqqceivable  that  the  Cre- 
ator, without  abandoning  his  general  plan,  should  have  substi- 
tuted an  inferior  for  a  superior  race  to  meet  some  changed  con- 
ditions of  the  continent;  but  Mr.  Darwin  convinced  himself 
that  in  climate,  soil,  and  configuration  South  America  has  been 
for  ages  very  nearly  what  it  is  to-day.  Why  then  should  the 
nobler  race  have  perished  and  the  degraded  race  have  succeeded  ? 
This  law  of  succession  of  types  was  well  known  to  Mr.  Darwin, 
having  been  already  observed  in  Australia ;  but,  as  he  observes 
in  the  Origin  ofSpedee,  it  was  not  until  he  dug  out  of  the  cliffs 
of  Buenos  Ayres  and  Patagonia,  with  his  own  hands,  the  bones 
of  the  ancient  races,  that  he  felt  its  full  force.  "  It  is  impossi- 
ble to  reflect  without  the  deepest  astonishment  on  the  changed 
state  of  this  continent  Formerly  it  must  have  swarmed  with 
great  monsters,  but  now  we  find  only  mere  pigmies  compared 
with  the  antecedent  races.  Since  their  loss  no  very  great 
physical  changes  can  have  taken  place  in  the  nature  of  the 
country.  What  then  has  exterminated  so  nrany  living  creatures? 
.  .  .  All  that  at  present  can  be  said  with  certainty  is  that,  as 
with  the  individual  so  with  the  species,  the  hour  of  life  has 
run  its  course  and  is  spent"  How  near  this  surprise  and  per- 
plexity were  to  the  distinct  conviction  that  the  modern  races 
are  the  d^raded  posterity  of  their  ancient  prototypes,  we  know 
from  the  Origin  of  Species. 

But  the  fourth  class  of  facts  seem  to  have  had  the  most 
decisive  influence,  probably  because  they  came  later  than  most 
of  the  others,  and  revived  the  old  perplexity  under  the  most 
startling  conditions.  After  spending  nearly  four  years  along 
the  coasts  of  South  America,  the  Beagle  sailed  from  Callas  in 
the  autumn  of  1835,  homeward  bound  by  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  and  on  the  16th  of  September  anchored  off  the  southern- 
most of  the  Galapagos  islands.  This  archipelago  consists  of . 
ten  or  twelve  islands  lying  under  the  equator,  between  five  and 
six  hundred  miles  west  of  the  nearest  point  of  the  continent 
The  cons  itution  of  the  whole  is  volcanic,  and  owing  to  the 
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nature  of  the  soil  and  the  relatively  low  temperature  of  the  sur- 
rounding sea,  vegetation  is  confined  to  the  summits  of  the 
ancient  craters.  The  consequence  is  that  the  zoology  of  the 
islands  is  unmasked  and  its  very  peculiar  character  apparent 
at  once.  Mr.  Darwin  enumerates  2  species  of  mammalia,  26 
of  land  birds,  10  of  reptiles,  a  few  aquatic  birds,  and  a  few 
insects.  This  poverty  of  species  corresponds  with  inferiority 
of  structure  and  appearance.  With  the  exception  of  the  aquatic 
birds,  which  are  great  wanderers,  the  forms  are  highly  localized, 
but  the  general  type  is  strictly  South  American.  In  other 
words,  the  fauna  of  the  archipelago  is  to  the  contemporary 
fauna  of  the  continent  what  the  latter  is  to  its  extinct  fauna. 
In  the  one  case  there  is  persistence  of  type  and  degradation  of 
character  during  geological  ages ;  in  the  other  across  an  inter* 
vening  sea;  the  same  relations  manifested  by  succession  in 
time  and  distribution  in  space.  It  is  evident  that  Mr.  Darwin's 
perplexity  had  now  become  a  serious  doubt  "I  will  not  here 
attempt,  he  says,  to  come  to  any  definite  conclusions,  as  the 
species  have  not  been  accurately  examined ;  but  we  may  infer 
that  with  the  exception  of  a  few  wanderers,  the  organic  beings 
found  on  this  archipelago  are  peculiar  to  it,  and  yet  that  their 
general  form  strongly  partakes  of  an  American  character.  .  .  . 
This  similarity  of  type  between  distant  islands  and  continents, 
while  the  species  are  distinct,  has  scarcely  been  sufficiently  no- 
ticed. The  circumstance  would  be  explained  according  to  the 
views  of  some  authors  by  saying  that  the  creative  power  had 
acted  according  to  the  same  law  over  a  wide  area."  The  doubt 
was  deepened  by  a  still  more  startling  fact  which  came  to  his 
knowledge  on  the  eve  of  departure,  and  just  too  late  for  full 
investigation.  Not  only  are  the  fauna  and  flora  of  the  archi- 
pelago peculiar  to  it,  but  in  some,  perhaps  in  all  cases,  each 
island  has  distinct  forms  of  its  own.  That  is,  the  type  is  conti- 
nental, the  group  archipelaj^ic,  and  the  species  insular.  Here 
again  we  are  reminded  of  the  saying  that  a  man  sees  onlj*^  what 
he  brings  the  eye  to  see.  These  fine  diflFerentiations  of  a  gen- 
eral form  for  delicate  adjustment  to  the  slight  peculiarities  of 
separate  localities  would  have  given  Agassiz  a  fresh  illustration 
of  the  consummate  art  of  the  Creator,  balancing  simplicity  of 
conception  by  endless  variety  of  execution,  adapting  a  few 
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types  of  life  to  the  differing  conditions  of  successive  ages  in  all 
parts  of  the  world.  What  Mr.  Darwin  began  to  suspect  was 
the  plasticity  of  life  and  the  force  of  circumstances ;  the  se^- 
adjustment  in  all  time  of  the  oi^nic  and  inorganic  worlds. 

"  Unfortunately  I  was  not  aware  of  these  facts  until  my  col- 
leotion  was  nearly  completed  :  it  never  occurred  to  me  that  the 
productions  of  islands  only  a  few  miles  apart  and  placed  under 
the  same  physical  conditions  would  be  dissimilar.  I  therefore 
did  not  attempt  to  make  a  series  of  specimens  from  the  separate 
islands.  It  is  the  fate  of  every  voyager,  when  he  has  just  dis- 
covered what  object  in  any  place  is  more  particularly  worthy 
of  his  attention,  to  be  hurried  away  from  it'* 

So  Mr.  Darwin  put  his  discovery  into  his  portfolio  for  inves- 
tigation at  a  later  day.  But  practically  the  question  was 
decided  here.  The  theory  of  development  through  natural 
selection,  which  in  its  widest  applications  includes  the  whole 
evolution  of  the  universe,  is  the  rugged  foundling  of  the  Gala- 
pagos Archipelago. 

2.  The  Growth  op  the  Doctrine. 

The  voyages  of  the  Adventure  and  the  Beagle  had  been 
fatal  to  more  than  one  member  of  the  expedition,  and  Mr. 
Darwin  himself  arrived  in  England  in  the  autumn  of  1836 
greatly  broken  in  health.  The  first  years  after  his  return  were 
largely  spent  in  slowly  working  up  the  general  results  of  his 
explorations.  His  Journal  appeared  in  1839  as  the  third 
volume  of  the  Narrative;  the  Zoology  of  the  Voyage  of  the  Beagle^ 
to  which  he  contributed  the  introduction  and  the  notes,  in 
1841 ;  The  Structure  and  Distribution  oj  Coral  Reef 9^  in  1842 ; 
Geological  Observations  on  Volcanic  Islands^  in  1844 ;  Geological 
Observations  on  South  America,  in  1846 ;  and  the  Monograph  of 
the  Cirripedia,  in  1851.  He  published  besides  occasional  papers 
in  the  scientific  journals  of  the  day.  All  these  studies,  how- 
ever, were  but  the  closing  up  of  an  old  account  The  real 
task  of  his  life  was  the  solution  of  the  problem  he  had  brought 
back  with  him  from  the  Galapagos  Archipelago. 

"  On  my  return  home,"  he  tells  us  in  his  introduction  to  the 
Origin  of  Species,  "  it  occurred  to  me  in  1887  that  something 
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might  perhaps  be  made  out  on  this  question  by  patiently 
accumulating  and  reflecting  on  all  sorts  of  facts  which  could 
possibly  have  any  bearing  on  it.  After  five  years  work  I 
allowed  myself  to  speculate  on  the  subject  and  drew  up  some 
notes."  This  was  in  1842.  In  1844  appeared  the  Vestigea  of 
Oreationj  a  work  which  had  an  immediate  celebrity  and  which 
must  have  startled  Mr.  Darwin  as  a  perilous  approach  to  his 
own  line  of  speculation.  At  any  rate  in  that  year  he  drew  up 
a  general  sketch  of  the  conclusions  which  seemed  to  him  pro- 
bable at  the  time  and  submitted  it  to  Dr.  Hooker,  curator  of 
the  Kew  Gardens,  who  communicated  some  of  the  conclusions 
to  Sir  Charles  LyelL  Both  saw  the  full  significance  of  the  new 
ideas  and  urged  Mr.  Darwin  to  publish  without  delay,  but  in 
vain,  as  he  was  always  unwilling  to  interrupt  the  course  of  his 
investigations.*  The  slow  toil  of  accumulation  and  reflection, 
re-enforced  from  this  time  by  the  immense  botanical  learning 
of  Dr.  Hooker,  went  on  for  fifteen  years  more,  and  to  all 
appearance  might  have  gone  on  in  silence  indefinitely,  had  not 
Mr.  Darwin  at  last  received  a  much  sharper  reminder  than  the 
Vestiges  of  QrecUion.  In  the  year  1848  Mr.  Alfred  Eussel 
Wallace,  a  young  amateur  naturalist,  had  thrown  up  his 
business  in  England,  and  gone  to  the  valley  of  the  Amazon, 
where  he  spent  three  years  supporting  himself  by  his  collec- 
tions in  natural  history.  His  curiosity  was  evidently  excited 
by  several  of  the  phenomena  of  the  gec^raphical  distribution 
of  animals  which  had  been  observed  by  Mr.  Darwin  fiirther 
southjf  and  in  1854  he  went  to  the  Malay  Archipelago,  where 
he  spent  no  less  than  eight  years  in  a  careful  study  of  the 
zoology  of  a  region  upon  which,  more  than  any  other  on  the 
globe,  the  forces  of  life  have  been  concentrated,  and  where 
more  obviously  than  anywhere  else  the  geographical  distribu- 
tion and  the  localization  of  races  have  been  determined  by 
purely  natural  causes.  His  conclusion  was  precisely  the  one 
reached  twenty  years  before  in  the  Galapagos  Archipelago, 
namely,  that  existing  species  have  originated  by  descent 
through  variation  from  extinct  species.     He  drew  up  a  state- 
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ment  of  the  grounds  of  his  belief  and  of  the  mode  in  which  he 
supposed  variation  to  have  been  guided,  in  two  papers  dated 
respectively  at  Sarawak  in  February,  1855,  and  Ternate  in 
February,  1858.  The  latter  he  forwarded  to  Mr.  Darwin,  with 
the  request  that  if  it  were  found  of  sufficient  importance  it 
should  be  sent  to  Sir  Charles  LyelL  Mr.  Darwin  saw  at  once 
that  his  hand  had  been  forced,  and  afber  consultation  with  Dr. 
Hooker  and  Sir  Charles  Lyell  Mr.  Wallace's  paper*  was  sent  to 
the  LinnsBan  Society  for  publication,  and  on  the  24th  of 
November,  1859,  appeared  the  first  edition  of  the  Origin  of 
Species  by  Means  of  Natural  Selection  ;  or  the  Preservation  of 
Favoured  Races  in  the  Struggle  for  Life, 

*  In  order  to  understand  clearly  the  successive  stages  of  what 
has  been  perhaps  the  most  formidable  single-handed  undertak- 
ing of  our  time,  it  will  be  well  here  to  distinguish  exactly  what 
it  was  which  Mr.  Darwin  b^an  in  1887  by  rejecting,  and  what 
it  was  he  accepted  instead.  From  the  time  of  Aristotle  the 
individual  beings  which  compose  the  organic  world  have  been 
distributed  by  naturalists  into  groups  according  to  their 
resemblances  to  one  another.  This  grouping,  or  classification, 
has  been  in  large  measure  arbitrary,  every  observer  selecting 
his  own  points  of  resemblance,  so  that  no  two  systems  which 
have  been  elaborated  exactly  coincide  throughout  The 
nearest  approach  to  agreement  has  been  in  distinguishing  the 
groups  which  are  called  species.  Even  here  there  has  been  no 
real  unanimity,  naturalists  difiering  not  only  in  their  enumera- 
tion of  species  but  even  fiindamentally  in  their  definitions  of 
what  a  species  really  is.  On  the  whole,  however,  in  the  midst 
of  much  confusion  there  has  been  a  substantial  consent  that  a 
species  of  plants  or  animals  consists  of  all  those  individuals 
which  are  fertile  when  crossed  with  each  other  and  whose  oflf- 
spring  are  fertile ;  infertile  when  crossed  with  other  individuals 
or  producing  oflfspring  which  are  infertila  Fertility  is  the 
character  common  to  all  members  of  the  group ;  infertility,  in 
the  first  crossing  or  in  the  hybrid,  the  sign  of  the  natural 
barrier  separating  the  group  from  all  others  outside  of  it  It 
follows  that  the  members  of  any  group  thus  strictly  circum- 
scribed are  descended  from  common  progenitors  of  the  same 
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kind,  and  that  their  offspring  will  resemble  themselves;  in 
other  words,  that  the  species  is  persistent  and  immutabla*  At 
no  point  of  the  line  has  it  ever  by  any  possibility  received  any 
of  the  slightest  admixture  of  foreign  blood  ;  and  a  fortiori^  at 
the  initial  point  of  all  it  could  not  have  been  derived  from  any 
pre-existing  species,  for  such  pre-existing  species  was  incapa- 
ble of  fertility  beyond  its  own  limita  Therefore,  since  deriva- 
tion in  any  form  is  impossible,  each  species  must  have  origi- 
nated de  novo  ;  that  is,  must  have  been  created.  All  the  liv- 
ing beings  of  the  world  to-day  are  descended  each  from  beings 
of  its  own  kind,  created  from  the  first  with  perfect  adaptation 
to  their  conditions  of  life ;  and  the  sum-total  of  species  in  any 
given  age  is  precisely  equal  to  the  sum-total  of  species  in  any 
other  age  plus  the  species  which  have  been  created  in  the  mean 
time  It  is  obvious  that  this  theory  is  coherent  and  consistent 
throughout,  the  persistence  of  species,  the  immutability  of 
species,  and  the  origin  of  species  by  creation,  all  following 
from  the  fundamental  assumption  that  a  species  consists  of 
individuals  fertile  between  themselves,  immediately  or  re- 
motely infertile  with  all  individuals  outside.  Its  weak  point, 
if  it  have  one,  is  the  failure  to  aUow  for  the  possible  eflfects  of 
long  continued  variation  b^un  within  specific  limits ;  an  over- 
sight due  to  the  belief,  nearly  universal  until  lately,  that  the 
first  appearance  of  life  on  the  globe  was  a  recent  event 

This  was  the  doctrine  which  Mr.  Darwin  held,  down  at  least 
to  1868  ;  which  was  shaken  in  South  America  and  the  Gala- 
pagos Islands  ;  and  distinctly  rejected  at  least  as  early  as  1837. 
Why  was  it  rejected  ?  Eemembering  the  logical  consistence  of 
its  parts  with  each  other,  the  answer  ought  to  be  that  a  new 
group  had  been  found  endowed  with  all  specific  characters, 
derived  from  another  endowed  with  the  same  characters ;  that 
is,  two  distinct  species  incapable  of  intercrossing,  one  of  which 
was  descended  from  the  other,  or  both  from  a  third  pre-exist- 
ing speeiea  No  such  discovery  was  made  or  could  have  been 
made,  as  will  be  seen  in  a  moment,  even  if  the  &ct  existed. 
What  Mr.  Darwin  saw  was  substantially  what  had  been  seen 
elsewhere  before  without  suspicion  or  surprise,  and  the  effect  of 
his  discovery  on  his  beliefs  is  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  psy- 
chological states  of  his  own  mind.     He  saw  that  the  fauna  of 
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the  Galapagos  Archipelago  is  a  degraded  form  of  the  tjpe  more 
perfectly  represented  by  the  existing  fauna  of  South  America, 
and  the  latter  of  the  same  type  magnificently  developed  in  the 
extinct  fauna  of  South  America;  he  found  here  and  there 
signs  of  variation  away  from  one  species  in  the  directiou  of 
another;  and  all  over  the  world  a  potent  agency  providing  the 
conditions  for  variation.  His  decision  was  that  the  species  of 
the  islands  were  descended  by  ordinary  generation  from  the 
allied  but  distinct  species  of  the  continent,  and  they  again  fix)m 
the  allied  but  distinct  species  of  their  geological  predecessors :  in 
general,  that  all  species  now  living  are  descended  from  a  smaller 
number  of  pre-existing  species,  mostly  lost,  but  which  had 
they  survived  would  be  distinct  from  their  posterity  ;  and  ulti- 
matdy,  that  the  whole  realm  of  organic  beings  throughout  its 
history  has  descended  from  a  few  primordial  forms,  or  it  may 
be  from  one,  about  whose  origin,  however,  he  abstains  from 
speculation.  It  was  evident  that  this  generalization,  however 
satisfactory  to  the  author,  could  have  been  satisfactory  as  it 
stood  to  no  one  else  not  in  the  same  state  of  mind.  His 
psychological  predispositions  could  not  have  been  put  en  evi- 
dence^ and  as  to  his  facts  all  naturalists  would  have  replied  that 
they  were  well  known  before  and  had  already  been  construed 
as  the  expression  of  a  gi^eat  ci-eative  law  carried  out  over  wide 
areas  through  successive  ages.  It  was  incumbent  on  him, 
therefore,  for  self -vindication,  to  go  to  the  root  of  the  matter ; 
on  the  one  hand,  to  break  down,  if  he  could,  the  immutability 
of  species ;  on  the  other,  to  find  some  natural  process  by  which 
variation  has  produced  the  adaptive  structures  found  in  plants 
and  animals,  and  by  which  all  species  have  been  derived  from 
primordial  forms.  Here  it  must  be  felt  that  Mr.  Darwin's 
unpremeditation  and  impartiality  abandon  him.  His  first  con- 
viction had  come  to  him  unawares,  it  may  be  said  in  spite  of 
himself;  but  once  committed  to  it,  it  was  necessary  to  find  the 
conditions  which  rendered  origin  by  descent  possible ;  and  his 
subsequent  life-toil,  in  many  respects  as  noble  a  devotion  as 
has  been  seen  in  our  day,  has  been  a  long  endeavor  to  construe 
the  phenomena  of  nature  to  fit  a  foregone  conclusion. 

The  direction  of  his  new  studies  is  a  mark,  partly  of  the 
necessity  of  the  situation,  but  partly  also  of  the  surpassing 
intelligence  and'  originality  of  the  man.    It  was  unavailing  to 
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go  directly  to  nature  for  the  new  facts  wanted  by  the  theory, 
for  under  her  air  of  entire  candor  and  communicativeness 
nature  maintains  an  impenetrable  reserve.  Her  results  are 
open  to  anybody,  but  the  processes  by  which  they  are  reached 
are  too  gradual  and  protracted  for  detection  and  measurement 
There  was  no  hope  of  being  able  to  surprise  her  anywhere, 
under  ordinary  circumstances,  in  the  act  of  elaborating  a  com- 
plicated structure,  like  the  human  eye  or  ear,  out  of  the  simple 
structure  of  some  lower  form ;  or  of  carrying  by  slow  succes- 
sive modifications  one  type  of  life  into  another.  It  was  neces- 
sary to  find  her  acting  under  conditions  other  than  her  own,  in 
which  all  processes  were  accelerated  and  the  intermediate  stages 
of  development  left  on  record.  With  the  promptitude  of  true 
genius,  Mr.  Dftrwin  began  his  great  study  of  the  variation  of 
plants  and  animals  under  domestication.  Considering  the 
accessibility  and  importance  of  the  facts,  it  is  remarkable  that 
this  should  have  been  so  largely  an  unexplored  territory  to 
science.  The  arts  of  domestication  are  among  the  earliest  of 
man,  for  it  is  as  a  rude  farmer  and  herdsman  that  he  first  passes 
out  of  barbarism ;  they  have  always  been  the  fundamental  arts 
of  civilization ;  and  the  proportion  to-day  of  domesticated 
plants  and  animals  to  those  in  a  stat«  of  nature  is  very  great. 
We  must  suppose  that  the  economical  importance  of  the  sub- 
ject has  obscured  its  scientific  interest,  or  that  the  artificial  con- 
ditions under  which  the  phenomena  are  presented  tend  to  unfit 
them  for  scientidc  treatment  Mr.  Darwin  thought  otherwise ; 
and  it  may  be  said  at  once  that  whatever  the  fate  of  his  theory, 
it  has  left  behind  it  by  far  the  most  important  addition  made 
to  biological  sci^ice  in  our  time. 

The  first  and  most  obvious  effect  of  domestication  is  an  in- 
creased sensitiveness  and  variability  in  the  organisms  subjected 
to  it  Domestication  means  restraint,  confinement,  protection, 
high  feeding,  stimulation,  and  often  entire  change  of  domicile. 
Under  these  potent  influences  any  race  taken  by  man  from 
nature  after  a  few  generations  begins  to  show  extreme  instabil- 
ity, a  tendency  to  the  abundant  production  of  new  characters. 
Among  other  notable  changes  effected  is  a  partial  elimination 
of  sterility ;  for  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  many  species 
which  are  incapable  of  interbreeding  when  wild  are  perfectly 
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fertile  together  when  domesticated.  Yet  this  apparently  un- 
regulated and  indefinite  variation  acting  through  long  ages  has 
not  resulted  in  a  confusion  of  organic  forms,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, in  forms  almost  as  systematically  allied  and  as  easUy 
classified  as  natural  forms.  Thus  we  have  at  one  end  of  the 
line  the  scanty  collection  of  plants  and  animals  won  from  the 
wilderness  by  the  first  human  societies,  with  the  subsequent 
additions  made  to  them ;  at  the  other  the  multitude  of  well  dis- 
criminated forms  in  man's  possession  to-day ;  and  the  histor- 
ical certainty  that  the  latter  have  descended  from  the  former. 
What  is  the  power  which  has  thus  regulated  variability  and 
directed  descent  ?  Partly,  no  doubt,  it  is  the  long-continued 
action  of  fixed  conditions  of  life ;  partly  also  the  action  of 
other  known  and  unknown  forces.  But  principally  it  is  be- 
yond any  question  the  power  of  man  over  his  dependents. 
The  various  domesticated  breeds  have  been  made  what  they 
are  simply  by  the  process,  of  breeding.  Variability  has  been 
kept  in  order  in  the  long  run  because  out  of  the  aggregate  of 
variations  presented  to  him  man  has  selected  each  new  one  use- 
ful or  pleasing  to  himself  and  has  perpetuated  it  by  availing 
himself  of  the  law  of  heredity,  according  to  which  any  charac- 
ter, as  soon  as  it  appears,  tends  to  transmission  and  increment 
fi*om  generation  to  generation.  In  this  way,  by  selecting  for 
breeding  individuals  which  show  any  desirable  character,  and 
by  continuing  to  breed  from  their  selected  oflFspring,  he  has  pro- 
duced out  of  the  merest  germs  and  hints  the  most  elaborate 
structures  and  adaptations ;  and  new  groups  of  beings  which, 
so  far  as  organization,  habits,  and  appearance  are  concerned, 
must  be  classed  not  only  as  distinct  species,  but  in  many  cases 
as  distinct  species  of  different  genera.  In  short,  like  the 
magician  mimicking  Moses,  he  has  done  over  again  everything 
that  nature  has  done — ^with  one  momentous  exception  ;  he  has 
never  yet  derived  from  one  species  a  new  one  infertile  when 
crossed  with  the  parent  form,  or  two  new  species  infertile  when 
crossed  with  each  other.  All  the  so-called  varieties,  species, 
and  genera  of  domesticated  beings  which  are  known  to  be  de- 
scended from  common  progenitors,  however  widely  they  differ 
in  other  characters,  are  persistently  fertile  with  each  other. 
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This  is  one  side  of  the  art  of  selectioiL  On  the  other  hand, 
man  has  n^Iected  or  destroyed  all  variations  injurious,  useless, 
or  uninteresting,  and  such  variations  have  in  consequence 
tended  to  extinction.  In  this  way  many  intermediate  forms 
have  perished,  and  the  whole  result  of  the  three  processes 
of  extinction,  survival,  and  divergence  of  character  is  the 
present  systematic  distribution  of  domesticated  plants  and 
animal& 

With  this  clue  in  his  hand  Mr.  Darwin  went  back  to  the 
labyrinth  of  nature.  Given  at  the  beginning,  let  us  say  by 
creation,  a  few  primordial  forms  of  life,  and  at  the  end  the 
numerous  highly  differentiated  groups  of  living  beings  exist- 
ing to-day ;  is  there  any  conceivable  process  analogous  to  man^s 
selection  by  which  the  latter  may  have  been  derived  from  the 
former;  and  if  so  has  nature  provided* the  conditions  for  its 
action  ? 

In  the  first  place,  the  sensitiveness  of  organization  so  con- 
spicuous in  domesticated  animals  and  plants,  and  the  extraordi- 
nary amount  of  variation  they  undergo,  are  not  originated  by 
domestication  itself.  Artificial  conditions  of  life  have  simply 
intensified  a  character  common  to  all  living  beings.  Organized 
material  itself,  in  its  lowest  and  simplest  states,  is  at  once  dis- 
criminated from  inorganic  matter  by  great  instability  ;  and  all 
the  way  up  the  ascending  scale  of  oi^anization  to  the  most 
complex  and  highly  specialized  structures,  where  stability- 
would  be  found  if  anywhere,  the  same  phenomena  recur.  No 
child  exactly  resembles  its  parents ;  no  individual  at  two  suc- 
cessive periods  exactly  resembles  itself.  Changes  are  cease- 
lessly induced  in  each  cell  or  atom  of  organized  matter,  in  each 
organ  or  set  of  organs,  in' the  whole  structure  and  character  of 
the  individual,  in  all  groups  of  individuals  throughout  the 
world  of  living  beings.  These  changes  are  less  accentuated 
and  rapid  than  changes  under  domestication,  because,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  artificial  conditions,  disturbance  has  been  less  power- 
ful and  profound.  But  change  there  is  universal  throughout 
the  world  and  continuous  through  time  Its  causes  are  obscure, 
for  they  belong  to  the  inner  mystery  of  life,  and  all  we  can  say 
is  that  there  is  something  in  the  nature  of  organized  matter 
which  renders  it  sensitive  after  its  own  fashion  to  the  influences 
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of  the  surrounding  world  ;  but  its  eflfects  are  obvious,  and  if  in 
nature  there  is  anything  resembling  man's  art  of  selection  it 
provides  the  first  condition  for  its  action. 

In  the  second  place,  these  variations,  however  they  may  be 
induced  and  wherever  they  occur,  tend  to  be  inherited.  There 
are,  doubtless,  limits  to  the  tendency,  so  that  many  of  them  go 
as  they  come ;  not  being  transmitted,  they  disappear ;  but  the 
exceptions  do  not  disprove  the  rule.  The  most  striking  fulfill* 
ment  of  the  great  law  of  heredity  is  the  persistence  of  slight 
modifications  from  generation  to  generation. 

If  now  we  inquire,  as  before,  what  is  the  power  which  has 
regulated  variability  and  guided  descent ;  which,  on  the  one 
hand,  has  withheld  this  universal  movement  away  from  fixed 
forms,  this  ceaseless  production  of  minute,  indefinite,  and 
characterless  variations  from  ending  in  confusion  worse  con- 
founded; which,  on  the  other,  has  determined  development 
along  certain  lines  into  a  well-defined  and  orderly  whole  :  the 
old  answer  at  once  would  be,  the  Creator  has  done  it  by  fixing 
the  type  of  the  species  in  the  b^inning,  and  by  confining  all 
change  within  specific  limits,  so  that  the  multiplication  of  new 
forms  results  only  in  a.  wider  harmony  than  before  When  the 
spirit  of  rationalism,  which  began  by  rejecting  the  miracles  of 
Scripture  and  the  Church,  ended  in  '^he  domain  of  biological 
science  by  rejecting  the  more  stupendous  miracles  of  creation, 
other  answers  had  to  be  found.  Q-eoffroy  St  Hilaire  looked 
for  the  controlling  power  in  the  ^'mondeambiant,"  the  combined 
action  of  the  forces  of  the  surrounding  world  on  organisms, 
gradually  modifying  them  to  suit  the  situations  in  which  they 
are  found.  Goethe  nearly  at  the  same  time  came  to  the  same 
conclusion.  To  the  action  of  external  conditions  Lamarck 
added  the  force  of  habit,  or  of  use  and  disuse  of  particular  parts, 
while  beneath  both  he  recognized  an  innate  tendency  in  living 
matter  towards  progressive  development  With  the  exception 
of  the  last,  the  efficiency  of  all  these  influences  and  others  of 
the  kind  besides  has  been  acknowledged  by  Mr.  Darwin  from 
the  first  But  many  of  them,  or  all  together,  are  clearly  inade- 
quate, whether  qualitatively  or  quantitatively,  to  account  for 
the  phenomena,  which  imply  on  the  very  £ace  of  them  the 
action  of  some  one  universal  and  persistent  power  as  discrimi- 
nating,  rigorous,  and  efficient  as  providence  itself. 
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His  first  hint  here  came  from  a  work,  nearly  obsolete  not  so 
many  years  ago,  but  now  returning  to  celebrity  on  the .  flood 
tide  of  Darwinism,  the  Essay  of  MaUhus  on  the  Principles  of 
Population,  It  is  certain  that  all  living  beings  multiply  in  a 
geometrical  progression,  with  a  varying  ratio  which,  however, 
is  high  in  the  slowest  breeders.  The  successive  additions  of 
each  generation  to  the  numbers  of  any  race  would  suffice,  if 
unchecked,  to  stock  the  whole  world  in  a  few  centuries,  or 
even  in  many  cases  in  a  few  years.  In  point  of  fact,  how- 
ever, the  number  of  any  race  is  as  nearly  as  possible  a  fixed 
quantity,  the  limit  of  population  having  been  reached  early  in 
its  history,  and  practically  never  varying  afterwards.  It  fol- 
lows, therefore,  that  enormous  destruction  is  going  on  through- 
out the  living  world  ;  that  of  all  the  individuals  bom  at  any 
given  time  only  a  few  survive,  the  remainder  perishing  from 
exposure,  lack  of  food,  the  attacks  of  enemies,  or  other  of  the 
natural  checks  upon  population.  Prom  birth  life  is  a  struggle 
for  existence,  yrith  the  odds  heavily  against  the  struggler. 
What  determines  the  issue  ?  In  many  cases  the  merest  acci- 
dent will  determine  it,  but  in  general  we  may  be  sure  that  the 
favored  individuals  will  be  the  superior  individuals;  the  sur- 
vivors will  be  precisely  the  "  fittest"  for  survival ;  those  which 
in  structure,  constitution,  or  appearance,  have  any  advantage 
over  their  competitors.  Since  all  the  new  born  of  any  race  are 
of  necessity  closely  alike,  superiority  will  be  determined,  not 
by  great  differences,  but  by  small  ones.  Any  variation,  no 
matter  how  slight,  which  is  favorable  to  the  possessor  by  in- 
creasing its  strength  or  endurance,  by  aiding  it  in  the  search 
for  food,  concealment,  or  shelter,  will  increase  its  chances  of 
escape  and  longevity.  Thus  out  of  the  whole  number  of  new 
births  a  few  will  be  selected  for  survival  and  the  vast  remainder 
for  extinction,  and  the  discrimination  between  the  two  by  the 
forces  of  nature  will  be  as  searching  and  rigorous  as  man's 
selection  among  domesticated  beings,  and  will  be  determined 
by  analagous  causes,  namely,  the  presence  or  absence  of  useful 
variationa  Such  variations,  furthermore,  will  be  likely  to 
descend  by  inheritance  from  parent  to  oifspring,  who  again 
may  add  useful  variations  of  their  own ;  and  so  on  in  series, 
with  a  continuous,  increasing  tendency  to  differentiation  and 
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advancement  of  organization ;  until  a  new  variety  is  produced, 
which  on  the  one  hand  will  be  able  to  beat  competing  varieties 
in  the  struggle  for  existence,  and  on  the  other  to  live  under 
new  conditions,  to  seize  upon  a  new  district  from  which  its 
progenitors  were  excluded ;  the  whole  process  ending  at  last  in 
a  new  species  incapable  of  crossing  with  the  parent  form,  or 
with  any  of  the  other  allied  species  descended  from  it 

Such  is  the  process  of  Natural  Selection,  or  as  Mr.  Herbert 
Spencer  calls  it,  dropping  the  metaphor,  of  survival  of  the  fittest, 
which  together  with  the  auxiliary  process  of  sexual  selection  and 
cooperating  with  the  minor  laws  of  variation,  has  presided,  if  not 
over  the  origin,  at  least  over  the  entire  development  of  life  upon 
the  globe.  The  whole  system  in  nature  and  the  whole  expression 
of  the  system  in  science,  or  classification,  are  purely  genealog- 
ical from  first  to  last  We  have  but  to  assume  the  then  well 
ascertained  &cts  of  the  variability  of  living  beings,  inheritance, 
and  reproduction  in  geometrical  ratio,  and  everything  follows 
in  intelligible  sequence.  The  first  individual  germ  or  cell  of 
organized  matter  varying  for  any  reason,  in  any  degree,  how- 
ever slight,  in  a  manner  profitable  to  itself,  will  be  more  likely 
to  survive  than  others  not  varying  at  all,  or  not  varying  use- 
fully ;  and  surviving,  will  be  likely  to  transmit  the  beneficial 
variation  to  its  ofispring.  Departure  from  the  primitive  forms 
sets  in  in  every  direction,  never  to  cease,  until  in  their  remote 
posterity  we  reach  through  cycles  of  deterioration  and  exter- 
mination, of  improvement,  survival,  and  divergence  of  charac- 
ter, a  world  of  diversified  beings  ranging  from  the  lowest  plant 
to  the  highest  animal,  fitted  with  wonderful  adaptations  to  their 
conditions  of  life,  and  grouped  together  in  orderly  distribu- 
tion of  varieties,  species,  genera,  &milies,  orders,  classes,  and 
branches. 

Not  only  sa  We  have  but  to  carry  the  analogy  across  the 
barrier  between  animate  and  inanimate  matter  to  account  for 
the  evolution  of  the  entire  universe  fix)m  the  homogeneity  of 
primitive  being ;  a  generalization,  as  it  stands,  as  impressive  as 
any  devised  by  the  wit  of  man. 
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8.  The  Difficulties  and  Limitations  of  the  Theory. 

The  first  edition  of  the  Origin  of  Species  appeared  in 
1859  as  an  abstract  of  a  larger  work,  which  would  require  many 
years  to  complete.  The  sixth  and  last  edition  (1872)  repeats 
the  same  announcement.  The  Variation  of  Animah  and 
Plants  under  Domestication  was  published  in  1868  ;  also  a  first 
installment  of  works  which  have  never  appeared.  Beside  these 
we  have  the  essay  on  the  Fertilization  of  Orchids  (1862) ;  the 
Des(^t  of  Man  and  Selection  in  relation  to  S^  (1871) ;  and  the 
Expression  of  the  Emotions  in  Man  and  Animals  (1872). 

If  anyone  will  take  the  trouble,  not  a  light  one  by  any 
means,  to  follow  the  first  draft  of  the  new  theory  step  by  step 
through  the  storm  of  subsequent  controversy,  he  will  leave  his 
studies  convinced,  if  not  of  the  durability  of  the  theory,  at 
least  of  the  constancy  of  the  author.  No  other  speculation  so 
daring  and  revolutionary  has  ever  been  produced  with  more 
foresight  and  precaution,  or  maintained  with  more  candor  and 
conscientiousness.  Mr.  Darwin  has  been  accused  more  than 
once  in  high  quarters  of  treating  his  friends  with  exceptional 
tenderness  and  of  ignoring  all  the  more  formidable  of  his 
adversaries ;  the  simple  fact  being  that  the  difficulties  in  his 
way  have  been  as  carefully  considered  and  as  powerfully  stated 
by  himself  as  by  any  other  man.  The  larger  part  of  them  are 
already  anticipated  and  fully  discussed  in  the  first  edition  of 
the  Origin  of  Species,  Others  that  have  arisen  since  have  been 
met  either  by  a  frank  change  of  front  or  by  an  extension  of 
his  original  lines.  Of  the  former  there  are  only  two  or  three 
instances  to  be  found.  In  reply  to  several  criticisms  and  more 
particularly  to  an  Article  in  the  North  British  Review  for  1867, 
he  at  once  admitted  that  he  had  overrated  the  importance  of 
natural  selection  by  attributing  to  it  effects  undoubtedly  due 
to  other  laws  of  variation.  The  best  example  of  the  latter  will 
be  found  in  the  reply  to  Mr.  St  George  Mivart's  Genesis  of 
Spedes^  published  in  1872,  an  attack  so  formidable  that  it  drew 
from  Mr.  Darwin's  serenity,  for  the  first  time  in  the  contro- 
versy, a  flash  of  temper — ^and,  perhaps,  the  most  powerful  re- 
joinder of  recent  polemics.*    But  for  the  most  part  the  Dar- 

•Origii^of  apteiM,  6th  ed.,  oh.  yii. 
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winian  doctrine  staods  to-day  where  it  stood  in  1859.  Natural 
selection  has  been  withdrawn  to  admit  a  somewhat  larger  action 
of  mere  spontaneous  variability,  of  the  conditions  of  life,  of 
habit  or  the  use  and  disuse  of  parts,  and  of  sexual  selection 
in  the  discrimination  of  racea  It  lias  been  extended  to  take 
in  the  origin  and  descent  of  man,  and  is  still  maintained  to  the 
full  as  the  great  law  which  has  presided  over  the  whole  devel- 
opment of  the  living  world. 

Setting  aside  the  entire  teleological  argument,  with  which, 
whether  logically  or  not,  no  evolutionist  now  concerns  himself, 
the  acknowledged  difficulties  of  the  theory  are  all  reducible  to 
three  classes.  The  jSrst  are  certain  postulates  or  implications 
necessarily  involved  which  seem  to  be  incredible.  Natural 
selection  is  simply  an  accumulation  of  such  minute  suc<;essive 
variations  as  are  useful  to  organisms  and  the  neglect  or  rejec- 
tion of  those  which  are  useless  or  hurtful.  The  incipient 
stages,  of  useful  structures,  including  every  organ  by  which 
any  living  being  communicates  with  the  surrounding  world, 
must  have  consisted  of  some  slight  modification  of  previous 
structura  Kow  could  such  slight  modifications  have  been  use- 
ful to  the  organism  in  any  way ;  much  more  how  could  they 
have  been  useful  in  the  direction  of  the  remote  perfected  organ  ? 
And  if  not  useful  they  could  not  have  been  naturally  selected. 
The  difficulty  is  vastly  increased  when  we  reflect  that  many 
individuals  must  have  begun  to  vary  in  the  same  manner  at  the 
same  time,  for  in  the  deadly  struggle  for  existence  going  on 
everywhere  a  slight  useful  variation  in  one  individual  would 
soon  disappear  among  its  competitors.  This  indeed  is  an  objec- 
tion so  serious  that  Mr.  Darwin,  as  has  been  said,  at  once 
admitted  a  far  larger  action  of  the  conditions  of  life  to  account 
for  simultaneous  variations  of  the  same  kind.  But  even  then, 
unless  we  suppose  that  the  whole  species  began  to  vary  at  once, 
how  are  we  to  account  for  the  persistence  of  a  new,  slightly 
discriminated  variety  side  by  side  with  the  parent  and  other 
competing  forms?  And  when  this  competition  is  escaped, 
there  are  later  transitional  states  in  which  persistence  is  equally 
inconceivable.  According  to  the  necessary  lines  of  descent 
many  species  now  living  under  one  set  of  conditions  must 
formerly  have  lived  under  widely  different  ones.     How  could 
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any  of  them  survive  the  stage  between  the  two  ?  the  transition, 
for  example,  from  an  aquatic  to  a  terrestrial  life  ?  In  any  event, 
all  these  processes  are  incalculably  slow,  and  the  sum-total  of 
them  must  far  more  than  exhaust  the  whole  time  allowed  either 
by  astronomy  or  geology. 

In  the  second  place,  there  are  certain  facts  wanting  in  nature 
which  are  required  by  the  theory.  Thus  there  are  organs  of 
general  utility  which  have  been  granted  to  one  animal  or  plant 
only  and  denied  to  many  others  in  equal  need  of  them  and 
equally  capable  of  receiving  them ;  and  characters  found  no- 
where which,  if  utility  to  the  organism  alone  is  considered, 
ought  to  occur.  Again,  the  necessary  result  of  long-continued 
divergence  of  character  would  seem  to  be  an  indefinite  multi- 
plication of  specific  forms.  Species  no  doubt  are  numerous 
and  are  not  always  easily  distinguished,  but  the  confusion  is  in 
our  ignorance  and  not  in  nature  itsel£  Lastly,  between  two 
distinct  allied  species  there  must  at  some  time  have  existed 
•  many  intermediate  forms,  some  of  which,  at  least,  ought  to 
have  survived.  Yet  they  cannot  be  found  in  the  world  to-day, 
and  what  is  more,  they  cannot  be  found  in  the  geological  record 
of  past  ages.  « 

In  the  third  place,  there  are  certain  facts  in  nature  which 
cannot  be  accounted  for  by  natural  selection.  How  is  it  that  an 
universal  process  of  improvement  and  divei^ence  of  character 
has  after  all  left  behind  it  unchanged  so  vast  a  portion  of  living 
beings  ?  Below  the  tribes  of  relatively  high  organization  there 
is  a  populous  world  of  plants  and  animals  which  show  hardly 
any  organization  at  all,  and,  we  have  reason  to  believe,  are  now 
what  they  were  ages  ago  at  the  very  dawn  of  life.  Their  pro- 
genitors have  been  the  common  progenitors  of  all.  Why  have 
the  one  been  taken  and  the  other  left?  Furthermore,  the  first 
appearance  in  the  geological  record  of  beings  of  a  higher  order 
is  very  abrupt  Already  in  the  earliest  fossiliferous  strata  we 
find,  not  single  individuals  alone,  but  allied  groups  of  at  least 
three  of  the  four  great  types  of  the  animal  kingdom.  We  are 
compelled  to  infer  either  instantaneous  creation,  or  sudden 
development,  or  an  enormous  lapse  of  time  between  the  first 
appearance  of  life  on  the  globe  and  its  first  appearance  in  the 
record.     Not  only  so,  but  the  record  is  similarly  interrupted 
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all  the  way  down,  so  that  natural  selection  must  have  got  over 
its  heaviest  work  in  eras  entirely  unrepresented.  Or,  taking 
the  world  as  it  stands  to-day,  we  are  confronted  everywhere 
with  phenomena  whose  origin  does  not  seem  to  be  in  the  least 
provided  for  by  allowing  unlimited  time  to  natural  selection. 
Such  are  the  organs  of  great  complexity  and  perfection  in  the 
higher  races,  on  the  one  hand,  and  useless  or  unimportant 
organs,  on  the  other ;  the  occurrence  of  similar  organs  in  widely 
contrasted  races;  the  instincts  and  motions  of  animals;  the 
reason,  the  conscience,  and  the  self-consciousness  of  man ;  and 
the  geographical  distribution  of  living  beings  over  the  globe. 
All  these,  or  many  of  them,  as  Mr.  Darwin  remarks  in  his 
candid  way,  are  difficulties  grave  enough  to  stagger  and  con- 
found any  man.  He  has  met  them  with  inexhaustible  learning 
and  ingenuity,  either  by  producing  the  very  facts,  or  facts  of 
the  very  order,  disputed ;  or  by  suggesting  conditions  under 
which  the  presence  or  absence  of  certain  facts  may  be  accounted 
for  consistently  with  his  theory ;  or  by  frankly  turning  the 
objection  out  of  court  on  the  plea  of  insufficient  evidence ;  as 
in  his  argument  that  the  testimony  of  geology  is  admissible 
because  the  record  is  imperfect  Evely  thinker  will  have  his 
own  opinion  of  the  adequacy  of  the  defence,  but  supposing  it 
to  have  been  perfectly  successful  there  still  remains  the  earliest 
difficulty  of  all,  the  old  fiact,  or  dogma,  of  the  immutability  of 
species,  affirmed  as  it  seems  to  be  by  the  phenomena  of  hybrid- 
ism and  confirmed  by  the  suspicious  absence  of  immediate 
forms.  This  has  been  the  Hougoumont  of  the  fight  from  the 
very  first,  and  nobody  has  been  better  aware  of  it  than  Mr. 
Darwin,  for  the  eflfect  of  it  is  to  break  down  the  analogy 
between  domesticated  and  natural  races,  on  which  he  relies. 
He  has  planted  his  heaviest  batteries  and  marshalled  his 
strongest  squadrons  around  this  one  obstacle,  and  so  far  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  he  has  failed  to  carry  it.  His  argument, 
briefly  stated,  is  that  the  alleged  fact,  while  it  exists,  is  rela- 
tive and  not  absolute,  for  there  are  all  degrees  of  infertility 
between  distinct  species,  ranging  from  perfect  sterility  very 
nearly,  if  not  quite  up  to,  perfect  fecundity ;  that  the  infertility 
of  the  first  cross  and  that  of  the  hybrid  are  two  very  different 
things ;  that  there  is  a  closely  corresponding  series  of  phe- 
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Bomena  in  the  crossing  of  varieties,  which  therefore  may  be 
considered  incipient  species;  and  finally,  that  the  character, 
whatever  else  may  be  said  of  it,  is  not  a  supernatural  endow- 
^  ment  of  species  to  preserve  their  distinctness,  but  a  result  of 
secondary  causes,  probably  of  the  long-continued  action  of 
fixed  conditions  of  life  on  the  reproductive  system.  Meanwhile 
the  fact  remains,  and  obviously  is  to  be  got  rid  of  only  in  one 
way,  namely,  by  producing  an  actual  case  of  two  distinct  spe- 
cies infertile  when  crossed,  one  of  which  has  been  derived  fi^om 
the  other,  or  both  from  a  common  parent  form;  which  has 
never  yet  been  dona  Mr.  St  George  Mivart,  it  is  to  be  feared, 
has  been  overthrown  like  Blucher  at  Ligny,  but  so  far  the 
obstinate  sterility  of  the  mule  is  very  nearly — where  it  was. 

The  commanding  importance  of  this  point  is  likely  to  be 
still  more  evident  in  the  sequel,  for  it  suggests  an  ulterior  ques- 
tion which  has  not  been  very  prominent  in  the  discussion 
hitherto.  Are  the  ambiguous  phenomena  of  variation  the  only 
phenomena  involved  ?  Admitting,  as  we  must,  the  incessant 
changes  which  all  organisms  have  undergone  and  are  under- 
going to-day ;  admitting,  as  we  may,  that  some  such  law  as 
that  of  natural  selection  has  controled  and  directed  them ;  still 
we  are  entitled  to  ask,  is  this  the  whole  of  the  matter  and  is 
there  nothing  beyond?  In  this  continual  changefulness  is 
there  nothing  unchanging  ?  Are  there  no  phenomena  anterior 
to  variability,  persistent  in  the  midst  of  it,  and  so  not  to  be 
accounted  for  by  any  of  its  laws? 

Now  there  is  at  least  one  such  fixed  and  constant  factor 
involved  which  natural  selection,  so  far  from  accounting  for,  is 
obliged  to  assume  as  the  condition  of  its  own  efficiency ; 
namely,  the  law  of  inheritance,  the  absolutely  universal  fact 
that  like  produces  like,  that  each  being  gives  birth,  directly  as 
in  sexual  generation,  indirectly  as  in  alternate  generation,  to 
new  beings  resembling  itself.  In  the  very  beginning  of  life, 
before  natural  selection  began  to  act,  as  the  indispensable  pre- 
liminary to  its  action,  all  organisms  whatsoever  were  already 
endowed  with  this  function,  and  from  that  day  to  this  every 
child  bom  into  the  world  has  inherited  the  nature  of  its  parenta 
Not  only  so,  but  to  increase  the  mystery,  there  is  a  latent  ten- 
dency to  inherit,  through  parents  and  grandparents,  the  lost 
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characters  of  remote  ancestors.  This  is  a  fact  so  obtrusive  and 
significant  that  Mr.  Darwin  himself  has  attempted  an  explana- 
tion of  it  in  what  he  has  called  the  "  provisional  hypothesis  of 
Pangenesis.  Starting  from  the  admitted  fact  that  the  cells  or 
units  of  organized  bodies  propagate  themselves  by  self-division, 
he  assumes,  firsts  that  such  cells  are  continually  throwing  off 
minute  particles,  which  circulate  fi*eely  through  the  system, 
each  again  multiplying  by  self-division,  and  subsequently 
developing  new  cells  like  those  from  which  they  were  derived : 
secondly,  that  these  freely  circulating  particles,  or  ^^gemmules," 
have  elective  affinities  for  each  other,  leading  in  the  one  direc- 
tion to  the  continued  growth  and  repair  of  the  substances  of 
the  body,  in  the  other  to  their  aggregation  into  the  buds  of 
plants  or  the  ovules  of  animals.  Every  bud,  or  seed,  or  ovule, 
is  thus  made  up  of  particles  derived  from  all  the  cells  of  all 
parts  of  the  parent  body  in  all  stages  of  growth,  each  with  its 
own  tendency  to  development  and  union  with  other  particles, 
and  the  result  is  similarity  of  structure,  constitution,  and  char- 
acter between  parent  and  offspring.  The  objection  to  this 
hypothesis  is  not  that  it  is  false,  for  the  probabilities  are  that 
in  some  form  it  is  true ;  but  that  it  leaves  the  original  mystery 
more  complex  and  impenetrable  than  ever.  How  came  the 
cells  to  be  endowed  at  the  outset  with  these  astounding  func- 
tions of  proliferation,  discriminating  union  with  each  other, 
and  aggregation  either  into  new  tissue  or  into  the  germ  of  a 
new  being  7  How  have  the  additional  affinities  and  discrimina- 
tions involved  in  every  firesh  advancement  of  organization  been 
acquired  ?* 

Again,  as  natural  selection  is  obliged  to  assume  the  law  of 
inheritance  as  a  previous  fact,  so  is  sexual  selection  obliged  to 
assume  the  distinction  of  the  sexes.  This,  it  may  be  objected, 
is  not  an  universal  fact  like  the  other,  for  there  are  low  forms 
of  life  in  which  reproduction  is  asexual.  But  Mr.  Darwin  him- 
self has  shown  that  the  structure  of  every  organism  whatsoever 
appears  to  be  especially  adapted  for  the  concurrence,  at  least 
occasionally,  of  two  individuals.  The  distinction,  therefore,  is 
essential ;  and  at  any  rate  it  appears  whenever  we  reach  organ- 

*  The  EYolutionistB  themaelves  are  rather  shy  of  Pangenesis.    See  the  ^Chnegii 
of  SpecM'  and  Br.  Bastian's  **  BegimniingB  oflA/^'  ch.  zir. 
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ization  of  any  complexity,  after  which  it  is  the  law  alike  of  all 
plants  and  all  animals.  Of  course,  inasmuch  as  important  ends 
are  gained  by  the  concourse  of  the  sexes,  it  is  conceivable  that 
sex  has  arisen,  like  other  useful  characters,  through  natural 
selection.  But  the  strong  presumption  is  that  we  have  here  a 
constant,  universal  &ct  anterior  to  and  independent  of  all 
ordinary  variation. 

What,  once  more,  are  we  to  say  of  the  division  of  living 
beings  into  the  two  kingdoms  of  plants  and  animals  ?  It  is 
certain,  if  anything  is,  that  this  is  a  chasm  traversing  the  whole 
organic  world  from  top  to  bottom  and  from  first  to  last.  Biol- 
ogists have  thrown  a  vast  deal  of  dust  into  oar  eyes  of  late  by 
the  affirmation  that  the  lowest  forms  of  life  are  indistinguishable 
in  character,  which  is  true ;  and  by  the  inference  that  being 
indistinguishable  they  are  one,  which  is  false.  An  animal  of 
any  grade  is  an  animal  and  not  a  plant,  because  it  possesses 
the  faculty  of  voluntary  motion.  It  is  what  it  is,  and  not  some- 
thing else  by  virtue  of  toilL  A  being  may  easily  be  found  so 
low  in  organization  and  so  obscure  in  character  that  no  human 
senses  or  scientific  tests  can  say  whether  it  is  one  thing  or  the 
other ;  but  this  we  can  always  say,  that  it  either  is  capable  of 
voluntary  motion  or  is  not  If  it  is,  it  is  an  animal ;  if  it  is  not, 
it  is  a  plant  It  must  be  one  and  it  can't  be  both.  The  dis- 
tinction is  primordial,  persistent,  and  absolute ;  a  third  of  the 
great  constants  anterior  to  and  independent  of  all  ordinary 
variation. 

One  is  tempted  to  add,  although  the  feet  is  less  available  for 
argument,  that  as  the  animal  is  distinguished  from  the  vegeta- 
ble world  by  the  faculty  of  will,  so  is  man  from  all  other  ani- 
mals by  the  faculty  of  self-consciousne6&  It  will  at  once  be 
replied  that  self-consciousiiess  is  a  late  development  and  not  a 
primitive  fact,  for  we  cannot  imagine  an  unborn  child  or  an 
undeveloped  germ  as  conscious  of  itself  But  we  may  at  least 
avail  ourselves  of  the  analogy  of  Pangenesis  to  affirm  that  a 
character  inseparable  from  human  nature  sooner  or  later,  exists 
in  some  obscure  form,  some  determining  predisposition  or  con- 
dition, at  the  veiy  root  and  beginning  of  human  life ;  and  the 
first  predisposition  is  as  unaccountable  as  the  ultimat'e  fact 
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It  is  impossible  to  reflect  upon  these  and  other  great  ani- 
fonnities  of  the  living  world  without  the  suspicion  that  Dar- 
winism is  an  incomplete  induction  ;  that  back  of  the  phenom- 
ena it  deals  with  there  resides  in  organic  beings  some  power 
which  is  the  principal  factor  involved,  which  has  controlled  all 
the  secondary  causes  and  laws  of  variability  and  has  probably 
originated  variation  itsell  This  after  all  is  the  weak  point  of 
the  new  philosophy,  that  it  refuses  to  oflfer  any  explanation  of 
the  fundamental  fact  of  organic  variability.  Mr.  Darwin  has 
ingeniously  cut  off  all  discussion  in  this  direction  by  insisting 
that  whatever  may  have  been  the  obscure  causes  of  variation 
they  have  had  no  relation  to  the  structure  which  natural  selec- 
tion has  built  up  out  of  them.  "  If  an  architect,"  he  says, 
"  were  to  rear  an  edifice  without  the  use  of  uncut  stone  by 
selecting  from  the  fragments  at  the  base  of  a  precipice  wedged- 
formed  stones  for  his  arches,  elongated  stones  for  his  lintels, 
and  flat  stones  for  his  roof,  we  should  regard  his  as  the  para- 
mount power.  Such  fragments  bear  to  the  edifice  built  the 
same. relation  as  the  fluctuating  variations  of  each  organic  be- 
ing bear  to  the  structures  ultimately  acquired  by  its  modified 
descendants?  Definite  causes  no  doubt  have  given  to  each 
fragment  its  shape,  but  they  have  acted  without  reference  to 
the  edifice  into  which  it  has  been  built  But  what  shall  we 
say  of  edifice  and  architect  if  at  the  base  of  his  precipice  he 
finds  not  merely  a  heap  of  uncut  s.tones,  but  foundations  and 
arches,  framework  and  outlines  already  erected  and  waiting  for 
him  ?  And  this  is  what  natural  selection  finds,  a  power  ante- 
rior and  superior  to  its  own,  which  not  only  provides  its  build- 
ing material,  but  prescribes  the  limits  and  the  character  of  its 
work.  Moreover,  the  illustration  breaks  down  at  the  essential 
point  of  all,  for  in  reality  the  fitness  of  the  uncut  stones  for  the 
use  of  the  architect  has  no  true  analogy  with  the  fitness  of 
organic  variations  for  the  use  of  natural  selection.  We  may 
be  sure  that  no  atom  of  oi^anized  material  has  been  put  into 
a  contrivance  like  the  human  eye  for  any  other  clause  than  its 
adaptation  to  the  one  specific  purpose  of  vision.  We  may  dis- 
sect the  most  complete  structure  into  its  simplest  elements,  and 
we  get  at  the  very  last,  in  each  constituent  particle,  not  a  fluc- 
tuating, characterless  variation,  but  perfect  fitness  for  an  end ; 
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a  relation  not  to  be  accounted  for  or  disposed  of  by  ariy  theory 
of  subsequent  aggregation  and  co-ordination.  It  is  here  again 
as  with  the  theory  of  Pangenesis ;  we  are  no  better  off  at  the 
end  of  our  analysis  than  we  were  at  the  beginning.  The  origi- 
nal mystery  of  the  complex  organ  has  simply  retreated  behind 
the  ultimate  atom  as  dark  and  unfathomable  as  ever. 

It  is,  therefore,  precisely  within  the  region  which  Mr.  Darwin 
has  closed  to  us  as  both  impenetrable  and  irrelevant  that  the 
whole  controversy  lies  in  its  last  analysis,  and  whither  it  must 
be  carried  sooner  or  later  as  to  a  court  of  last  resort  Why  is 
organic  material  variable  at  all  and  how  does  it  vary  ?  The 
most  obvious  answer  is  that  it  varies  accordirig  to  the  action  of 
external  conditions,  the  incident  forces  of  the  universe  around 
it  But  all  those  forces  act  too  upon  inorganic  matter.  Does 
the  one  respond  to  the  action  as  the  other  does  or  differently? 
We  know  that  it  responds  differently.  The  moment  we  pass 
from  an  inorganic  molecule  to  an  organized  germ  we  get  a  new, 
dissimilar  reply  to  the  appeal  of  the  surrounding  universe ;  we 
have  now  the  responsive  phenomena  of  vitality.  There  is 
therefore  something  within  the  nature  of  organic  material  it- 
self which  determines  its  behavior  under  the  action  of  incident 
forces ;  a  power,  or  necessity,  or  tendency,  whatever  we  choose 
to  call  it,  which  adapts  variation  to  organization  and  conducts 
it  along  particular  lines  in  definite  directions ;  producing  at 
once,  or  sooner  or  later,  the  facts  of  heredity,  the  discrimina- 
tion of  plants  and  animals,  the  discrimination  of  the  sexes,  it 
may  be  the  immutability  of  species,  the  spiritual  nature  of 
man,  the  innermost  individuality  of  each  living  being  and  of 
every  group  of  such.  We  may  allow  to  natural  selection  the 
largest  latitude  it  can  maintain  :  here  at  least,  it  would  seem, 
is  an  ultimate  verity  which  does  not  crumble  under  its  analysis 
or  fit  into  its  synthesis ;  which  therefore  compels  us  to  supple- 
ment its  action  by  the  larger  generalizations  of  some  compre- 
hensive theory  of  evolution :  or  that,  failing  to  revert  to  the 
ancient  postulate  of  some  power,  other  and  higher  than  the 
forces  and  properties  of  matter,  which  is  the  principal  factor  in 
the  product  of  the  universe. 
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AimcLB  Vm.— CHRISTIAN   MISSIONS   AND   SOME  OF 
THEIR  OBSTACLES.* 

It  was  a  bitter  thing,  as  the  Apostle  Paul  traveled  from 
city  to  city,  that  the  race  to  which  he  belonged,  to  which  were 
given  the  promises,  which  was  made  God's  instrument  for  up- 
holding the  true  religion  in  the  world,  should  oppose  and  per- 
secute their  feUow-believers  in  the  old  covenant,  when  they 
made  known  how  it  had  come  to  its  perfect  form  in  Christ 
Jesus.  But  his  consolation  was  that  the  gospel  was  for  man- 
kind. To  save  the  Gentiles  was  more  glorious  for  Christ  than 
to  raise  up  the  depressed  Jewish  people.  It  was  this  feeling 
which  was  in  his  mind  when  the  Jews,  in  their  synagogue,  at 
Antioch,  in  Pisidia,  rejected  him  and  his  message.  In  his  ad- 
dress to  them,  he  quoted  the  latter  part  of  the  grand  passage  in 
Isaiah :  "  It  is  a  light  thing  that  thou  shouldest  be  my  servant 
to  raise  up  the  tribes  of  Jacob,  and  to  restore  the  preserved  of 
Israel ;  I  wiU  also  give  thee  for  a  light  to  the  Gentiles,  that  thou 
mayest  be  my  salvation  unto  the  end  of  the  earth." 

This  enlargement  of  the  plan  of  the  Mosaic  religion,  this  prom- 
ise, that  instead  of  the  field  of  Palestine  it  should  have  for  its 
field  the  world,  was  in  a  manner  necessary.  The  whole  strain  of 
the  old  Scriptures  showed  a  preparation  for  a  universal  religion, 
and  called  the  devout  Israelite  to  wait  in  hope  for  something 
nobler  in  the  future.  His  was  eminently  a  system  of  promises, 
pointing  he  knew  not  just  whither,  but  to  something  great ; 
and  especially  was  it  the  way  with  the  prophets  at  the  darkest 
moment  of  national  depression  to  keep  hope  alive  by  new, 
more  heavenly  food.  At  the  opening  of  the  dreadful  Assyrian 
period  came  the  inspiring  message  that  told  of  the  ^*  wonderful 
Counsellor,  the  mighty  God,  the  everlasting  Father,  the  Prince 
of  Peace."  Just  before  the  captivity  at  Babylon,  the  new  cov- 
enant or  dispensation  of  the  future  was  made  known,  under 
which  God's  law  should  be  written  on  the  people's  hearts  and 

*  The  Bubfltanoe  of  this  Aiticle  was  delivered  as  a  sermon  by  Dr.  Woolsej, 
llay  3,  1874,  at  the  ordination  of  Robert  Allen  Hume  as  a  missionary  to  India. 
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their  sins  be  remembered  no  more.  Jost  as  the  time  for  clos- 
ing the  record  of  the  old  Scriptures  bad  arrived,  the  last  promise 
told  of  the  messenger  who  was  to  prepare  God's  way,  and  how 
the  messenger  of  the  covenant,  the  Lord  whom  they  all  sought, 
should  suddenly  come  to  his  temple. 

Nor  did  promises  and  hopes  alone  point  forward  to  something 
brighter  than  either  past  or  present  would  justify  ;  there  was  an 
inward  and  spiritual  preparation  for  a  higher  form  of  religion . 
The  narrow  rites  of  the  law  excited  a  sense  of  sin  and  of  obliga- 
tion, without  unfolding  character  into  the  perfection  of  the  ^ 
filial  spirit.  Sinai  with  its  thunderings  kept  sounding  through 
all  the  history  of  the  Jewish  people.  Nor,  again,  were  the  great 
questionings  of  the  mind  and  heart  in  regard  to  the  eternal 
future  at  all  met  or  answered.  Promises  there  were  enough  to 
sustain  national  life,  but  what  a  marked  silence  respecting  the 
eternal  life  of  the  souL  We  have  thus  in  the  old  economy  the 
strange  spectacle  of  a  nation  living  on  God  from  day  to  day, 
believing  in  a  present  Providence  and  in  immediate  rewards,  but 
receiving  little  more  than  dark  hints  respecting  a  future  world ; 
waiting,  as  it  were,  until  another  trumpet,  louder  than  Sinai's, 
should  proclaim  a  new  law  that  told  of  immortality. 

While  thus  the  godly  Jew  was  fed  on  great  hope  and  on 
dissatisfaction  with  the  imperfect  things  around  him,  Provi- 
dence, by  disappointing  his  hopes  and  ending  his  dream  of 
national  greatness,  paved  the  way  for  the  revival  of  hope,  and 
the  fulfillment  of  all  and  more  than  the  substance  of  his  dreama 
The  king  of  Babylon  overthrew  the  civil  state,  but  idolatry 
received  its  death  blow  at  the  same  time ;  the  restored  Jews 
were  no  longer  proud,  lonely  dwellers  in  the  old  home,  but 
revolution  after  revolution  scattered  them  over  the  world,  and 
thus  they  served  to  transmit  the  religious  ideas,  the  precious 
treasure  of  the  nation  from  land  to  land,  and  to  prepare  the 
soil  for  Christ  and  his  missionaries  even  to  the  far  west  of 
Europe. 

Thus  the  plan  of  God  in  its  beginnings  and  its  course  pointed 
forward,  as  we  now  can  see,  to  something,  not  different  from 
the  old  religion,  but  nobler,  and  better,  of  the  same  kind.  How 
much  of  all  this  which  is  open  to  the  eye  of  history,  as  it  com- 
pares epochs  and  discovers  results,  entered  into  the  reflections 
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of  Paul,  we  cannot  say.  He  has  not  thought  it  worth  his 
while  to  speak  of  himself  or  of  his  development  of  opinions, 
except  so  fiu:  as  it  bore  upon  that  object  of  preaching  and  ex- 
plaining the  pure  gospel  to  which  his  life  was  given.  But 
there  is  one  aspect  of  the  gospel,  as  a  universal  religion  of  God, 
under  which  we  may  be  sure  that  he  viewed  it  with  the  live- 
liest interest  It  manifested  its  adaptation  for  all  mankind  by 
its  power  within  his  own  soul.  He  knew  by  experience  what 
faith  was,  what  its  power  was,  what  had  made  him  a  new  crea- 
ture, what  had  caused  him  to  consecrate  himself  to  the  service 
of  Christ,  what  had  filled  him  with  joy  and  hope.  He  made 
the  safest,  most  natural,  most  involuntary  inference,  that  if  the 
gospel  was  true  at  all, — of  which  he  never  doubted  from  the 
moment  of  his  conversion— it  was  for  mankind,  and  a  general 
provision  for  the  sins  of  all  men.  That  which  saved  him  by 
faith  was  able  to  save  other  Jews  by  faith  as  well.  That  which 
was  God's  power  unto  salvation  for  the  Jew  was  such  for  the 
Gentile.  Christ's  coming  had  to  his  thoughtful  mind  a  neces- 
sary bearing  on  mankind,  so  that  if  prophecy  had  not  foretold 
a  union  of  mankind  in  one  kingdom  of  God  on  earth,  the  gos- 
pel would  in  the  end  of  necessity  have  spread  by  preaching 
among  the  Gentiles.  And  these  convictions  of  the  universal 
character  of  the  gospel  are  potentially  in  every  mind.  The 
most  ignorant  disciple  feels  that  the  remedy  for  his  sin  is  a 
remedy  for  all  sin,  that  he  was  saved  by  the  gospel,  not  because 
he  had  sinned  less  than  others,  or  is  in  a  better  condition  for 
being  saved,  but  because  the  gospel  had  in  it  a  saving  efficacy. 
When  the  woman  who  had  the  issue  of  blood  for  twelve  years 
was  healed  by  the  touch  of  Christ's  garment,  she  could  tell 
any  other  with  perfect  assurance,  that  by  approaching  the 
Master  with  the  same  faith  they  could  find  a  like  cure.  By 
one  such  cure  Christ  showed  forth  his  moral  glory  before  the 
eyes  of  all, — ^that  "  He  is  rich  unto  all  that  call  upon  Him." 

With  this  persuasion  the  Christian  believer  has  a  feith  in 
missions.  The  missionary  spirit  lives  essentially  in  every  Chris- 
tian, and  cannot  but  be  in  him,  if  he  believes  that  Christ  is  the 
Saviour  of  the  world.  There  was  no  absolute  need  of  the  com- 
mand  "Go  ye  into  all  the  world  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every 
creature :"  the  spirit  of  a  Christian  is  of  itself  and  essentially 
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propagating.  It  seeks  to  communicate  to  all  the  blessings 
fitted  for  alL  In  any  church,  at  any  age,  a  principal  criterion 
of  the  power  of  the  gospel  as  a  living  force  in  the.  world,  is  the 
desire  and  sense  of  obligation  to  make  Christ  known  to  those 
who  have  never  heard  of  him.  "  Thy  kingdom  come,"  is  as 
essential  a  part  of  the  shortest  prayer  as  'Hhy  will  be  done." 
If  long  ages  elapsed  after  the  first  triumphs  of  Christianity, 
when  it  was  paralyzed,  unable  to  make  conquests,  forced  to 
yield  up  large  regions  of  the  world  to  Mohammedanism,  the 
cause  lay  in  the  corruptions  of  external  institutional  Christianity 
itsell  This  indeed  is  the  great  marvel,  the  mystery  of  myster- 
ies attending  the  spread  of  the  world-religion,  that  it  stopped 
for  ages  on  its  course ;  but  as  we  look  on  this  dark  chapter  of 
Christian  history  we  ought  to  remember  that  Christ  foresaw 
and  foretold  this,  that  it  was  distinctly  predicted  by  the  pro- 
phetic spirit  in  his  apostles. 

But  in  spite  of  this  long,  sad  record  of  stagnation  in  the 
Church,  we  go  on  to  say  that  not  only  experience  in  the  Chris- 
tian mind,  but  eocperiment  in  the  world  has  proved  that  Chris- 
tianity is  for  all  and  able  to  reach  all.  The  first  experiment  of 
a  few  men  in  a  despised  race  going  forth  and  telling  mankind 
a  story  about  Jesus  Christ,  who  was  crucified  and  rose  again — 
how  small  were  its  means,  how  great  its  result  I  Who  in  the 
apostolic  age  that  looked  on,  as  a  cool  spectator,  calculating 
human  probabilities,  dreamed  of  anything  but  failure.  So, 
again,  after  the  apostolic  age  had  past,  and  the  leaven  of  false- 
hood had  corrupted  the  Church  in  a  measure,  the  conversion 
of  the  Goths,  the  Franks,  the  Saxons,  with  the  rest  of  Britain 
and  Ireland,  of  interior  Germany,  of  Scandinavia,  of  the  Sla- 
vonic nations,  showed  that  the  old  life  was  not  extinct,  that 
the  gospel  could  root  out  religions  and  idolatries  of  various 
forms,  that  it  could  begin  that  new  civilization  in  Europe 
which  has  continued  its  progress  until  now.  And  as  for  the 
modem  movement,  what  shall  we  say  of  this  latest  missionary 
experiment?  To  say  nothing  of  Catholic  missions,  where 
worldly  policy  and  reliance  on  outward  forms  spread  little  more 
than  an  outward  conformity  to  the  ordinances  of  the  Church, 
we  can  point  with  confidence  to  what  the  Protestant  churches 
have  accomplished,  small  as  the  scale  of  effort  has  been,  as 
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showing  that  this  last  trial  of  the  difFosive  power  of  Christianity 
has  shown  the  universal  character  of  the  gospel  In  some  re- 
spects the  illustration  in  this  case  is  better  and  more  satisfactory 
than  in  those  which  preceded,  for  the  fields  have  been  scattered 
among  all  races,  all  kinds  of  religion,  all  forms  of  culture  or 
want  of  culture.  The  Danes  in  Southern  India, — and  since  the 
beginning  made  by  them,  others,  especially  the  Church  Mis- 
sionary Society, — ^the  Moravians  in  Greenland,  Eliot  among  the 
Natick  Indians,  the  London  Missionary  Society  and  the  Ameri- 
can Board  in  Polynesia  and  elsewhere,  the  Baptists  among  the 
Karens,  many  Christian  sects  through  Africa,  to  say  nothing 
of  missions  in  China  and  among  the  Mohammedan  nations — 
these,  by  way  of  examples,  show  a  degree  of  success  which  is 
greater  than  we  should  have  expected.  But  what  is  more, 
these  varied  experiments,  pursued  on  different  plans  by  mem- 
bers of  the  Christian  body,  differing  among  themselves  in  their 
system  of  policy  and  modes  of  presenting  the  truth, — ^these 
practical  trials  of  the  gospel  among  the  most  refined,  as  well  as 
among  the  least  refined  heathen  tribes  and  races,  do  show  most 
conclusively  that  it  is  not  wOm  out ;  that  the  human  soul  is 
receptive  of  it  and  can  be  made  to  feel  a  need  of  it ;  that  the 
same  effects  follow  modern  missions  which  followed  apostolic 
preaching — in  short,  it  is  proved  that  the  gospel  and  only  the 
gospel  is  the  world-religion. 

But  the  world  is  not  yet  converted  to  Christ  As  was  said 
to  Joshua  after  the  tribes  had  for  years  had  a  foothold  in 
Caanan,  '^  there  remaineth  yet  very  much  land  to  be  possessed." 
China  and  the  neighborhood  lands,  Hindostan,  the  Mohamme- 
dan world,  with  large  masses  of  uncivilized  men,  are  almost 
untouched  by  the  religion  which  we  fondly  call  the  world-reli- 
gion. And  meanwhile  the  gospel  is  losing  its  hold  on  great 
multitudes  in  lands  nominally  Christian.  There  have  been 
free-thinking  and  sceptical  periods  before,  but  never  since  the 
days  of  Christ  have  so  many,  on  philosophical,  or  historical,  or 
scientific  grounds,  and  for  the  most  part  without  scoff  or 
scorn,  rejected  his  authority.  Just  as  the  conquest  of  the 
world  seemed  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  came 
this  new  dark  cloud  of  unbelief  to  dishearten  many  minds  and 
to  fill  with  apprehension  the  most  thoughtful. 
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Here  we  have  started  up  two  doubts  in  regard  to  the  uni- 
versal power  of  the  gospel  The  one  last  mentioned  will  lead 
many  to  inquire,  how  our  religion,  if  it  is  losing  and  is  going 
to  lose  ground  at  home,  can  spread  itself  abroad.  If  at  this 
high  point  of  civilization  the  foundations  of  Christianity  are 
shaking,  does  not  this  fact  show  that,  while  it  could  maintain 
itself  against  the  imperfect  science  and  methods  of  investigation 
of  past  generations,  it  will  not  stand  its  ground  against  the 
thorough  research  of  the  nineteenth  century.  It  may  have 
been  a  temporary  necessity,  a  benefactor  when  there  was  no 
other  for  oppressed  and  ignorant  man,  but  it  cannot  bear  inspec- 
tion under  the  calcium  light  of  our  day.  It  must  give  up  its 
place  and  its  claim  of  saving  mankind.  We  seem  to  hear  the 
same  taunt  uttered  against  it  that  was  aimed  at  its  Founder, 
^' Ah,  thou  that  destroyest  the  temple  and  buildest  it  in  three 
days,  save  thyself  and  come  down  from  the  cross." 

lu  regard  to  this  suspicion  of  some  and  boast  of  others  that 
Christianity  cannot  save  itself  from  extinction,  that  it  was  good 
for  a  time  but  not  for  all  time,  and  therefore  not  universal,  we 
have  but  one  word  to  say.  Christ's  errand  was  for  this — ^to 
save  men  from  their  sins,  to  bring  about  a  state  of  reconcilia- 
tion and  peace  between  God  and  a  race  of  fallen  beings.  His 
meaning  and  importance  is  not  measured  by  sacraments,  and 
churches,  and  forms  of  order,  and  the  well-being  of  society 
and  public  morality,  but  by  the  endless  life  of  the  soul,  by  his 
power  of  bringing  men  out  of  their  sins  into  the  love  and  holi- 
ness of  God  If  he  cannot  do  that,  he  and  his  religion  must 
fall.  If  man  needs  no  such  salvation,  he  and  his  religion  must 
fall.  But  if  he  can  do  it,  and  has  done  it,  heretofore,  he  can  do 
it  now ;  if  he  can  deliver  me  from  my  sins,  I  know  that  he  can 
save  my  neighbor,  can  save  the  Chinese  or  Hindoo,  can  save 
the  world  Therefore  I  care  not  how  many  stars  in  their 
courses  fight  against  him,  how  many  Hegels  or  La  Places  deny 
him, — ^this  is  nothing  to  me  so  long  as  I  have  this  inner  light 
in  my  soul.  And  I  know  that  if  men  are  sinners  like  me, 
whoever  they  are,  they  can  be  made  to  feel  the  same. 

Of  course  there  may  be  philosophies  that  teach  that  there  is 
no  such  thing  as  sin,  and  if  they  could  be  universal,  all  sense 
of  sin  would  die  out  from  the  minds  of  their  adherents  or  be 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


776  Christian  Missions  and  some  of  their  Obstacles.         [Oct, 

buried  under  the  ashes  of  false  dogmas.  But  there  is  no  great 
fear  of  this,  for  civilization  itself,  as  it  produces  refinement  and 
raises  the  standard  of  life,  creates  a  sense  of  imperfection,  so 
that  men  must  come  back  again  to  the  old  doctrine  of  sin  ;  the 
very  substitutes  for  the  gospel  will  become  themselves  school- 
masters to  bring  men  to  the  gospel. 

But  another  and  a  very  practical  part  of  our  subject  remain& 
K  Christianity  be  universal  in  its  design,  what  are  we  to  say 
of  the  prospect  of  converting  to  Christ  those  more  civilized 
races  that  yet  remain  outside  of  the  pale  of  his  religion  ?  We 
say  the  Tnore  civilized  races — for  vast  as  is  the  area  which  the  yet 
unconverted  heathen  occupy,  their  numbers  are  too  few,  and 
the  possibility  of  acting  on  them  too  apparent,  to  affect  our 
argument.  If  China  or  Hindosian  were  seen  coming  to  Christ, 
it  would  show  him  to  be  a  Saviour  for  all  the  ends  of  the  earth, 
with  far  more  convincing  power  than  it  would  show  the  contrary^ 
if  all  the  savages  in  the  world  should  refuse  to  open  to  him 
their  hearts. 

Let  us  look  then  at  the  great  centres  of  non-Christian  thought 
in  the  world,  and  see  whether  they  are  impenetrable  and  inac- 
cessible to  the  gospel. 

And,  first,  as  it  respects  Mohammedanism,  it  may  be  said  that 
the  strength  of  this  religion  has  always  lain  in  a  certain  rigid 
monotheism,  which  did  honor  to  the  sovereignty  and  majesty 
of  God,  which  acknowledged  in  a  degree  the  reality  of  the 
divine  revelations  made  to  Moses  and  to  Christ,  and  brought 
the  devout  Mussulman  under  the  influence  of  many  religious 
feelings  that  elevated  the  individual  and  were  the  safety  of 
society.  Add  to  this  that  the  fanaticism  of  the  early  feith  was 
long  kept  up  by  the  rancor  which  strife  between  the  Moham- 
medan and  the  Christian  had  generated.  But  a  new  time  has 
come.  With  the  exception  of  certain  outbreaks  of  zeal  among 
the  believers  in  the  prophet  in  Hindostan  and  Arabia,  and  of 
slow  conquests  in  Africa  among  the  negro  tribes,  this  religion 
is  in  great  measure  dead  and  without  heart  Politically  it  has 
little  force  or  weight  in  the  world.  It  seems  to  be  aware  of  an 
approaching  downfall ;  and  certainly  that  nation  which  has  been 
its  bulwark  in  modem  times  is  the  weakest,  the  sickliest  of  all 
political  powers.     Modem  ideas,  also;   new  modes  of  inter- 
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course ;  the  appearance  of  Protestant  Christianity  among  the 
Armenians  as  a  reforming  and  a  reviving  spirit ;  the  necessity 
gradually  growing  up  of  allowing  free  thought  and  even  free 
profession  of  faith  to  all  classes  of  subjects ;  lie  purifying  pro- 
cess now  going  on  among  the  Armenian,  Nestorian,  Syrian 
Christians,  making  them  models  of  life,  as  well  as  new  centers 
of  thought, — all  this  is  ground  for  strong  hope  that  the  next 
age  will  see  a  new  order  of  things,  a  sway  of  Christianity  in 
Turkey.  Or  if  that  power  should  be  overthrown,  we  may  hope 
that  the  general  awe  which  would  pervade  a  large  part  of  the 
east  on  account  of  its  fall  would  make  access  to  the  Mussulmen 
in  the  various  countries  which  they  have  ruled  easier  than  it  is 
now. 

The  obstacles  among  the  Mohanmiedans  in  the  way  of  the 
spiritual  reception  of  the  gospel  lie  chiefly  in  the  cardinal  facts 
of  Christianity,  in  the  incarnation  of  Christ,  his  atonement, 
and  the  offense  to  their  stiff  monotheistic  idea  presented  by  the 
doctrine  of  the  Trinity.  Here  is  a  citadel  which  no  political  or 
social  forces  can  take.  They  are  contented  with  their  religion 
because  it  embraces  half  the  truth,  and  because  the  other  half 
requires  a  deeper  sense  of  sin,  greater  energy  of  will,  and  less 
self-satisfaction  than  they  possess.  In  one  respect  they  are  like 
the  Jews  to  whom  Paul  preached  with  so  little  success :  "  they 
go  about  to  establish  their  own  righteousness.''  Is  there,  how- 
ever, any  reason  why  we  should  not  hope  that,  as  there  was  a 
select  body  of  Jewish  Christians,  through  whom  the  gospel  in 
its  written  and  its  preached  form  came  to  us,  so  among  the 
Mohammedans  earnest  believers  will  arise,  to  become  the 
founders  again  of  the  gospel  at  Iconium,  at  Edessa,  and  through 
all  the  lands.  They  are  now  religious,  and,  if  converted,  will 
be  among  the  most  devout  believers  in  Christ. 

In  the  next  place  we  ask  whether  China  is  accessible  or  in- 
accessible to  the  gospel  ?  We  include  in  what  we  have  to  say  of 
this  vast  empire  the  countries  to  the  west  and  south  of  it, 
Cochin-China,  Cambodia,  Laos,  Tonquin,  as  well  as  those  lying 
to  the  north-east,  Corea  and  Japan,  to  which  also  Thibet  may 
be  added.  For  whatever  great  social  or  spiritual  change  shall 
affect  China,  we  may  be  sure  that  all  these  other  nations  will 
feel  the  same  movement     And  in  addition  to  this  the  vast 
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emigration  out  of  China  in  Malay  countries  and  islands  will  be 
still  more  susceptible  to  influences  acting  upon  the  mother 
country. 

In  some  respects  China  seems  to  be  more  hopeless,  to  be  a 
more  dead,  inert  mass  for  the  gospel  to  act  upon,  than  any  other 
part  of  the  world.     The  causes  for  this  lie  in  its  isolation,  in 
the  national  character,  and  in  the  political  institutions.     It  is  a 
world  within  itseli     Possibly  with  some  help  from  western 
mechanical  and  engineering  skill  it  might  reach  a  point  of  still 
more  absolute  independence,  and  defy  foreign  ideas  to  touch  it 
in  any  vital  part     The  government,  again,  reflects  and  will 
continue  to  reflect  the  national  jealousy  of  foreigners.     Although 
bound  by  the  treaties  of  1866  to  grant  residence  and  liberty  of 
travel  to  Christians  and  even  to  missionaries,  there  seems  to  be 
a  party  eager  to  return  to  the  old  policy  of  seclusion.    But 
the  national  character,  fixed  by  the  habits  of  ages,  and  keeping 
its  rigidity  through  the  sway  of  various  dynasties, — some  of 
them  native,  some  foreign, — ^presents  the  most  serious  obstacle 
to  everything  from  abroad.     One  of  the  national  traits  is  ex- 
treme attachment  to  old  usages,  that  veneration  of  the  received 
and  the  traditional  that  resists  all  innovation.     The  worship 
of  deceased  ancestors  is  nowhere  else  in  the  world  carried  to 
such  an  excess.     Another  trait  is  self-conceit,  under-valuation 
of  everything  foreign,  the  unwillingness  to  learn  from  strangerSi 
Another  still,  a  certain  earthliness  which  contents  itself  with 
living  on  the  motives  of  a  prudential  morality,  with  the  small- 
est regard  to  considerations  drawn  from  another  life.     In  fact 
the  Chinese,  with  the  Mongolian  race,  seem  to  have  less  reli- 
gious capacity,  a  feebler  development  of  those  feelings  which 
are  necessary  to  bind  man  to  some  object,  of  worship  than  any 
other  nation  the  whole  world  over.     Good  sense,  good  nature, 
kindness,  prudence,  rationality,  filial  piety,  are  the  foundations  • 
of  their  character,  which  thus  is  well  fitted  for  this  life,  but 
does  not  at  all  incline  them  to  seek  for,  or  to  enter  into,  the 
kingdom  of  heaven.     The  forms  under  which  unworJdlvness 
elsewhere  appears,  asceticism^  idealism^  devoutness  and  reverence^ 
gratitude  for  salvation,  consecration  to  the  divine  service,  all 
these  seem  to  have  scarcely  entered  the  Chinese  mind.     The 
old  national  religion  has  contented  itself  with  the  worship  of 
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heaven;  and  whether  you  decide  that  by  Shang-ti  an  impersonal 
or  a  personal  object  is  denoted,  you  must  admit  that,  to  a 
very  great  extent,  the  feelings  belonging  to  the  worship  of  a 
personal  God  are  wanting.  The  Chinese  literati  for  ages  have 
&llen,  as  they  naturally  would,  into  pantheism.  The  sect  of 
Tao,  founded  by  Lao-tse  as  far  back  as  the  time  when  Coniucius 
was  young,  has  indeed  a  mystical  philosophy  and  a  doctrine  of 
the  absorption  of  the  individual  into  the  great  unity  of  things, 
out  of  which  conceivably  a  religion  of  the  people  might  grow  ; 
but  the  Tao  has  had  no  such  history,  it  has  been  rejected  on 
the  whole  by  the  Chinese  mind,  and  now  seems  to  exert  the 
smallest  religious  influence  either  upon  philosopher  or  people^ 
The  introduction,  however,  of  Buddhism,  or  the  Po  religion, 
as  it  is  called,  is  a  £etct  of  great  significance,  if  we  would  esti- 
mate the  capacity  of  foreign  religions  to  penetrate  into  China. 
Buddhism,  after  long  struggle  at  home,  was  rooted  out  of  India 
by  the  Brahminical  system, — the  most  thorough  and  wholesale 
instance  of  a  faith  driven  totally  away  from  its  birthplace  by  per- 
sistent efiTorts  of  persecution,  that  the  world  affords.  But  it  had 
a  vitalily  within  itself  which  would  not  let  it  die.  It  sought  new 
abodes,  among  others  Ceylon  and  Thibet ;  and  in  the  first  cen- 
tury of  our  era,  when  the  Apostles  were  preaching  Christ  and 
his  resurrection,  it  entered  into  China.  Its  spread  has  been 
immense ;  by  some  it  is  estimated  that  more  than  a  third  of 
the  population  are  addicted  to  this  religion  from  abroad  And 
to  what  has  the  success  of  its  propagators  been  owing  ?  If  we 
were  to  stop  with  secondary  causes,  we  should  say,  to  the  mild- 
ness of  its  moral  precepts,  to  its  religious  forms  and  ceremonial, 
and  to  the  accommodating  way  in  which  it  has  united  some  ele- 
ments of  the  old  Chinese  religion  with  its  own.  But  a  deeper 
cause  must  be  found  for  its  spread  in  the  intense  dullness  of 
the  old  Confucianism,  its  want  of  warmth,  its  earthliness.  And 
yet  the  Fo  religion  itself  in  the  course  of  centuries  has  lost  its 
own  first  vitality  to  a  great  extent ;  it  has  no  favor  with  the 
educated  classes,  and  being  thrown  upon  the  ignorant  as  its 
adherents,  it  plays  such  a  part  as  to  suit  their  formality,  and 
their  superstition.  It  even  stoops  to  the  practice  of  mi^c  arts, 
in  order  to  retain  its  influence. 
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We  must  say,  I  think,  as  we  look  at  these  things,  that  the 
success  of  Buddhism  in  China  is  a  proof  that  a  foreign  religion, 
proceeding  from  a  race  as  unlike  the  Chinese  as  possible,  can 
get  a  footing  in  that  empire.  Nor,  in  the  nature  of  the  case, 
is  it  likely  that  foreign  ideas  should  not  more  and  more  mix 
themselves  with  the  thinking  of  the  educated  in  that  country. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  religious  soil  is  as  barren,  as  unpropi- 
tious,  as  any  in  the  world.  It  seems  as  if  the  gospel  of  Christ 
was  untranslatable,  as  if  the  Chinaman  would  need  to  have  his 
mind  made  over  in  order  to  apprehend  the  first  principles  of 
Christ  But  the  difficulties,  I  apprehend,  are  greater  in  appear- 
ance than  in  reality.  Numbers  of  Christian  converts  have 
shown  that  same  sense  of  sin,  conscientiousness,  devoutness, 
heavenly-mindedness,  which  appears  in  old  Christian  lands; 
so  that  the  question  whether  China  will  enter  into  the  ranks  of 
Christian  nations  is  one  of  time.  It  is  hard  to  penetrate,  still 
harder  to  leaven  such  a  mass,  but  we  have  no  reason  for  des- 
pair. 

Let  us  turn,  in  the  last  place,  to  India,  and  enquire  whether 
there  is  any  permanent  obstacle  to  the  general  difinsion  of  .the 
gospel  over  this  vast  country.  I  must  confess  that  in  the  con- 
version of  India  the  gospel  would  appear  to  me  to  win  its  high- 
est triumph.  This  is,  in  one  sense,  the  oldest  branch  of  the 
gifted  Indo-European  family,  the  first  to  form  a  religion  of  na- 
ture, and  to  develop  a  philosophy.  It  is  a  race  religious  beyond 
all  others,  and  endowed  with  an  imagination  to  which  vastness  of 
space  and  of  time,  and  monstrous  exaggerations  in  mythological 
fiction,  were  no  obstacles.  In  fact  it  has  no  historic  landmarks, 
knows  less  of  its  own  past  than  any  thoughtful  race,  because 
religious  reverie,  a  sacred  scorn  of  everything  visible,  tangible 
and  actual,  an  asceticism  which  has  aimed  at  absorption  in 
the  divine  existence,  made  it  regardless  of  the  passing  events 
of  tima  Its  philosophy,  growing  out  of  its  early  religion, 
explored  the  same  problems  that  occupy  modern  philosophy. 
The  religion  of  Brahminical  India  proceeded  from  the  conviction 
that  individual  existence  is  an  evil  and  an  illusion,  from  which 
prayer  and  offering,  and  still  more  contemplation  and  self- 
tortures,  could  procure  deliverance  ;  but  the  deliverance  could 
not  be  reached  until,  by  way  of  retribution  for  past  misdeeds. 
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new  forms  of  existence  were  passed  through.  The  goal  lay 
in  being  swallowed  up  in  the  universal  soul  or  Brahma.  The 
philosophies  were  either  orthodox  or  heterodox.  The  princi- 
pal orthodox  philosophy  carried  out  the  leading  ideas  of  the 
religion, — that  Brahma  was  the  only  real  existence,  that  the 
world  is  unreality  or  illusion,  that  all  evil  for  man  arises  out 
of  his  mistaking  this  world  of  finite  things  for  reality,  and  his 
own  personal  self  for  something  separate  from  and  independent 
of  the  great  world-soul ;  and  that  therefore  salvation  can  come 
only  through  the  discovery  of  the  unity  of  things.  The  princi- 
pal heterodox  philosophy  seems  to  declare  the  reality  of  the 
soul,  and  of  material  substance :  it  denies  the  existence  of  a 
supreme  soul,  and  affirms  the  gods  of  the  Indian  pantheon 
(Brahma  included)  to  be  souls  like  those  of  men  or  to  have  no 
reality.  The  aim  of  this  philosophy  is  to  purify  men  by  specu- 
lative knowledge. 

It  will  be  perceived,  by  what  has  been  said,  that  the  Indian 
people  have  had  an  immense  burden  on  their  souls,  an  unspeaka- 
ble sense  of  want,  if  not  a  sense  of  sin.  The  old  moral  feeling 
has  been  perverted  by  the  pantheistic  religion,  and  yet  the 
religion  has  not  been  able  to  drive  sin  away.  Certainly  a 
Hindoo  ascetic^  swinging  on  hooks  that  run  into  his  flesh, 
killing  his  body  by  self-torment,  is  terribly  in  earnest,  although 
he  may  be  as  self-righteous  as  Simon  Stylites.  Here  then  is 
a  point  at  which  the  religion  can  be  assailed.  Whatever  callous- 
ness of  conscience -philosophers  in  India  may  have  attained  to, 
the  peopk  who  believe  in  long  transmigrations,  the  ascetic  who 
believes  in  expelling  self  by  self-infliction,  must  be  alive  to  the 
righteousness  which  is  by  faith  in  Christ,  for  it  points  them  to 
an  end,  where  the  soul,  still  keeping  its  personal  existence,  can 
be  forever  ai  rest 

There  is  another  great  feature  of  Indian  life  which  we  must 
take  into  account  At  the  very  first  entrance  of  the  race  into 
the  country  which  they  have  occupied  for  ages,  the  system  of 
caste  began,  which,  thus  has  proved  more  lasting  than  any  other 
institution  in  the  history  of  the  world.  It  has  been  more  bur- 
densome, in  some  respects,  than  any  domestic  or  praedial 
slavery.  It  was,  together  with  transmigration,  the  moving 
cause  of  the  rise  of  Buddhism,  and  the  reason  for  its  great  suc- 
ces&    It  was  strong  enough,  as  we  have  seen,  to  overcome  and 
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to  expel  Baddbism:  when  the  Mohammedans  of  Persia  invaded 
and  reconstituted  large  tracts  of  Hindostan,  it  still  kept  its 
ground,  so  that  when  the  first  Christian  missionaries  from  the 
west  came  into  the  country,  it  was  about  as  strong  as  ever. 

And,  now,  see  how  this  almost  primeval  system  of  caste, 
which  has  withstood  such  blows  without  seeming  to  be 
weakened,  is  approaching  to  its  falL  Perhaps  nowhere  has 
Divine  Providence  ever  showed  its  guiding  hand  more  mani- 
festly than  in  giving  the  control  over  Indian  society  to  a  west- 
em  nation,  a  quarter  of  the  earth's  surface  removed  from  the 
governed  country.  It  used  to  be  said  that  the  continent  of 
Asia,  while  it  gave  birth  to  all  religions  and  sent  them  west- 
v^ard,  repelled  all  shocks  from  the  western  nations  by  a  kind  of 
stolid  inertia.  Thus  Alexander's  conquests  after  centuries  left 
only  legends  in  the  lands  overrun  by  the  Greeks ;  thus  the 
Romans  were  practically  kept  back  from  passing  beyond  the 
Euphrates  by  the  Parthian  kings;  thus  the  crusades,  after 
nearly  two  centuries  of  struggle,  left  the  Saracens  in  possession 
of  all  the  Holy  Land.  But  here  we  have  the  strange  spectacle 
of  a  voluntary  commercial  company,  planted  on  the  other  side 
of  the  world,  with  no  political,  no  religious  purposes  whatever, 
forced  into  the  position  of  a  military  power ;  swallowing  up  in 
the  course  of  time  all  other  companies  of  the  same  sort ;  and 
by  degrees  reducing  or  controlling  a  lai*ge  part  of  the  Indian 
peninsula.  So  irreligious,  so  purely  and  selfishly  money-mak- 
ing was  this  company,  that  it  dreaded  and  sought  to  drive  out 
Christian  missions ;  and  one  of  its  friends  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons said,  in  1793,  '*  that  to  allow  missionaries  in  India  was  a 
measure  which  ought  to  be  sternly  resisted,  as  likely  to  bring 
Christianity  and  idolatry  into  deadly  conflict,  imminently 
dangerous  to  the  peace  and  safety  of  the  country  and  the  East 
India  Company."  But  the  gospel  went,  because  religion  was 
revived  in  England  and  in  the  United  States ;  opinions  grew 
more  enlightened  and  more  Christian ;  many  of  the  civil  ser- 
vants of  the  company  and  of  the  military  officers  were  God- 
fearing men  ;  at  length  the  dominion  passed  over  to  the  British 
government  All  this  while  conversions  were  increasing  in. 
number,  until  several  hundred  thousand,  who  were  formerly 
heathen,  have  professed  to  believe  in  Christianity.  The  govern- 
ment, being  administered  on  the  principles  of  righteousness, 
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rests  on  strong  foundations.  It  is  binding  India  together  by 
railroads,  and  enlightening  it  by  systems  of  education.  Caste 
shows  signs  of  giving  way  in  various  quarters. 

This  exposition  of  the  historical  progress  of  British  power  in 
India,  while  it  helps  us  to  see  the  hand  held  out  by  God  to  his 
Church  in  the  work  of  spreading  the  gospel,  shows  also  how  the 
problem  of  converting  India  meets  with  no  obstacle  that  is 
insurmountable.  Caste,  like  slavery,  must  fall  before  social 
ideas  and  enlightenment  A  religion  built  on  keeping  the 
mass  of  society  down,  on  degrading  men  and  holding  them  in 
degradation,  will  give  way  before  changes  of  thought  and  insti- 
tutions which  circulate  among  the  lower  classes.  The  popular 
religions,  grossly  obscene  as  some  of  them  are,  are  no  greater 
obstacle  than  the  beautiful  Greek  religion  was  in  the  days  of 
Paul  and  ApoUos.  Disgusting  sin  does  not  enthral  the  soul 
more  than  polished  sin.  The  philosophies^  so  far  as  they  uphold 
Brahminism,  are  a  strong  weapon  of  defence ;  they  tax  the  mind 
of  the  western  missionaries  to  no  slight  extent ,  many  of  whom 
go  into  their  Indian  fields,  it  is  believed,  unaware  of  the  acute- 
ness  as  well  as  the  depth  of  Indian  thought  But  these  sys- 
tems depend  for  their  strength  mainly  on  the  turn  the  religion 
of  India  has  given  to  thought,  on  the  underlying  principle  of 
the  old  faith.  If  this  gives  way,  the  philosophies  cannot  sus- 
tain it,  but  must  give  way  themselves.  And  finally,  the  panthe- 
istic character  of  the  religion,  although  it  prevents  the  reception 
of  Christianity  by  weakening  the  sense  of  personal  ill-desert,  is 
no  such  obstacle  as  to  call  for  our  dread.  For,  as  we  have  seen, 
the  sense  of  want,  of  imperfection,  is  not  extinguished  even  in 
the  Yogis  or  ascetics,  and  the  popular  faith  acknowledges  sin 
abundantly — sin  in  the  present  life,  sin  in  some  past  existence. 

From  all  that  has  been  said  it  appears  that  our  missionaries 
can  go  forth  in  full  hope  that  nothing  that  is  most  strong 
in  the  world,  whether  old,  fixed  social  habit  and  institutions, 
or  old  religions,  or  old  philosophies,  can  effectually  resist  the 
gospel;  that  it  has  the  same  power  now  that  it  had  when 
preached  by  the  apostles ;  and  that  heathenism  must  inevitably 
fall  before  the  light  which  will  sooner  or  later  shine  into  its 
darkness.  Whether  it  is  to  be  superseded  by  Christianity,  or  to 
leave  a  religious  vacuum  in  the  lands  where  it  reigned  so  many 
ages,  must  be  decided  by  God's  blessing  on  the  Christian  eflForts. 
of  his  people. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


784    .  Notices  of  New  Books.  [Oct, 


Akticlb  IX.— notices  OF  NEW  BOOKS. 

THEOLOGICAL   AXB   BELIOIOU8. 

Fabrab's  Life  of  Chbibt.* — "  Who,  indeed,  wonld  venture, 
after  John,  to  write  the  Life  of  Christ,"  said  Herder,  as  qnoted  hy 
Neander,  in  his  great  work  on  the  life  of  Jesus.  But  John  is 
not  the  sole  hiographer;  there  are  three  other  Eyangelists.  Hence 
there  is  room  for  a  biography  of  the  Great  Teacher,  which  shall 
be  founded  on  all  these  original  documents.  Of  the  modem  lives, 
Neander's,  in  our  judgment,  is  the  best — the  most  candid,  the  most 
discreet  in  its  solution  of  difficult  problems,  the  most  profound  in 
its  interpretationa  Many  other  similar  attempts  have  been  made 
in  Germany,  by  writers  widely  differing  in  their  theology,  and 
with  various  degrees  of  success.  The  works  of  Hase,  Lange, 
Eeim,  Ewald,  and  the  famous  attack  by  Strauss,  are  among 
them.  In  France,  De  Pressens^  has  written  a  valuable  book  on 
this  subject.  The  biography  by  Andrews  is  one  of  the  most 
judicious  and  able  productions  of  this  class.  The  work  of  Dr. 
Farrar,  which  lies  before  us,  was  composed  at  the  request  of  the 
publishers,  and  they  have  given  it  a  beautiful  dress.  Although 
written,  in  a  sense,  to  order,  it  has  been  done  eon  amorSy  by  a 
learned  scholar  who,  as  a  supplement  to  his  preparatory  studies, 
has  traveled  over  Palestine.  It  is  intended  primarily  for  ordinary 
readers ;  yet  the  author  introduces,  especially  in  the  notes,  much 
matter  adapted-  only  to  scholars  and  divines.  His  aim  has  evi- 
dently been  to  produce  an  animated,  picturesque  narrative,  which 
should  interest  the  better  class  of  readers,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
make  a  religious  impression  upon  them.  The  poets  are  drawn 
upon  for  mottoes  and  illustrative  sentiments.  The  writing  is 
often  elaborate.  There  is  a  mingling,  or  rather  association,  of 
critical  discussion  with  portraiture ;  but  the  former  element  is  so 
disposed  generally  that  it  can  be  skipped  over  by  uncritical  read- 
ers. In  considering  the  reference  to  Quirinus  in  Luke,  he  says 
(p.  8) :  "  I  hold  no  theory  of  inspiration  which  would  prevent  me 
from  frankly  admitting,  in  such  matters  as  these,  any  mistake  or 

*  TU  Life  of  Christ.    By  Fbedbbio  A.  Fab&ab,  D.D.,  F.R.a     In  two  volfl. 
ISew  York :    E.  P.  Dutton  ft  Co. 
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inaocuracy  which  conld  be  shown  really  to  exist."  Again  he  says 
(voL  ii,  p.  484) :  "No  reasonable  reader  will  be  troubled  by 
differences  which  do  not  affect  the  trathfulness,  though,  of  course, 
they  affect  the  accuracy  of  the  narrative ;  and  which,  without  a 
direct  and  wholly  needless  miraculous  intervention,  must  have 
occurred,  as  they  actually  do  occur,  in  the  narratives  of  the 
Evangelists,  as  in  those  of  all  other  truthful  witnesses.''  Dr. 
Farrar  holds  that  the  statement  of  John,  that  the  Last  Supper 
was  the  evening  before  the  Passover,  is  opposed  to  the  statement 
of  the  first  three  gospels,  but  is,  nevertheless,  to  be  accepted. 
He  manifests  a  freedom  from  dogmatic  bias  which  is  not  so  com- 
mon among  English  orthodox  theologians  as  on  the  continent. 
He  is  fair  and  courteous  in  his  tone  in  dealing  with  skeptics. 
While  his  work  is  written  in  a  manner  to  engage  the  interest  of 
uncritical  readers,  we  do  not  find  in  it  the  critical  acumen  and 
thorough  application  of  critical  canons,  which  are  requisite  for 
the  satisfaction  of  investigators  who  wish  to  go  to  the  bottom  of 
the  subject.  The  influence  of  theories  of  inspiration  which  he 
professes  to  discard  is  still  very  manifest  in  his  treatment  of  the 
Gospel  narratives.  For  example,  be  holds  that  there  were  two 
similar  scourgings  of  the  money-changers  in  the  temple.  His 
work  cannot  be  considered  an  important  contribution  to  theologi- 
cal science. 

Walkbb's  Doctbike  of  thb  Holt  Spibit.* — We  had  meant 
to  give  an  earlier  place  in  our  pages  to  this  work,  in  a  former 
edition,  which  we  read  with  interest.  This  is  the  fourth  edition, 
and,  apart  from  the  enlargement,  more  pleasing  in  the  mechanical 
appearance.  In  the  meantime,  if  it  has  not  made  so  general  an 
impression  as  the  author's  former  work  on  the  **  Philosophy  of  the 
Plan  of  Salvation,"  it  has  attracted  the  attention  of  many  thought- 
ful readers.  Some  judgment  may  be  formed  by  others  of  the 
range  and  importance  of  the  discussion  from  the  outline  of  the 
"  Contents."  The  first  chapter  treats  of  "  the  Holy  Spirit  in  thfe 
Old  Testament ;"  the  second,  of  ^'  the  relative  place  of  the  Spirit 
and  the  Word  in  the  economy  of  the  divine  mind ; "  the  third, 
of  the  Spirit  "in  the  personality  of  Christ;"  the  fourth,  of 
"  the  endowment  and  supervision  of  the  apostles  "  by  the  Spirit ;. 

*  The  Doctrine  of  the  Holy  Spirit^  or  PhUoeophy  of  the  divine  operation  in  the' 
redemption  of  man.  By  Bev.  Jambs  B.  Walkbb,  D.D.  Fourth  edition,  revised, 
and  enlarged.    Chicago:  S.  0.  Griggs  k  Ga     1874.    12ino,  266  pp. 
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the  fifth,  of  "  the  nnion  of  the  Word  and  Spirit  in  the  process 
of  sanctification ; "  the  sixth,  of  "  the  work  of  Christ "  by  the 
Spirit  "  in  the  minds  of  believers ; "  the  seventh,  of  "  the  work 
of  the  Spirit  with  the  minds  of  the  impenitent;'*  while  the 
eighth,  supplementary^  is  on  prayer  and  miracalons  gifts.  Under 
these  heads  the  author  brings  forward  a  great  deal  of  impor- 
tant truth,  giving  the  Scriptures  their  rightful  place  in  the  dis- 
cussion, and  clearly  stating  his  conclusions,  which  in  the  main 
are  not  at  variance  with  received  doctrine,  though  more  care- 
fully defined  and  discriminated  on  some  points  not  generally 
brought  to  view  in  briefer  treatises.  We  first  took  up  the 
work  for  the  sake  of  the  subject,  believing  that  it  called  for 
fresh  statements  and  presentations,  and  we  think  the  reading  of 
it  will  do  good  service  in  this  direction.  Yet  we  should  ques- 
tion some  of  his  positions.  He  is  broader  and  less  technical  than 
most  writers  on  the  same  theme,  yet  we  should  complain  of  him 
somewhat,  as  still  more  of  them,  that  he  allows  it  to  be  still  ham- 
pered by  limitations  and  restrictions  which  have  not  the  authority 
of  the  Bible,  but  rather  originated  in  "the  wisdom  of  the  world." 
We  agree  with  him  when  he  says,  in  the  introduction,  that  "the 
Friends  or  Quakers  have,  perhaps,  had  the  most  scriptural  appre- 
hensions of  the  doctrine,  in  its  cardinal  principles,"  and  we  think 
it  was  their  distinction,  their  "mission,"  to  set  forth  the  agency 
of  the  Spirit  with  peculiar  emphasis  and  freedom,  leaving  it  where 
the  Scriptures  leave  it  instead  of  philosophising  about  it,  and 
hence  treating  of  divine  guidance  as  a  vital  operation  rather  than 
a  mere  doctrine.  Dr.  Walker's  aim  favors  also  such  an  effect, 
though,  as  we  have  intimated,  with  more  limitations.  We  observe, 
too,  that  like  most  writers,  he  distinguishes  more  sharply  than  the 
Scriptures  seem  to  us  to  warrant,  between  the  "gifts"  recognized 
by  the  apostles,  and  what  are  called  "the  ordinary  operations" 
of  the  Spirit.  The  supplementary  chapter  and  the  appendix  con- 
tain interesting  and  valuable  suggestions.  Though  we  have  inti- 
mated some  exceptions,  we  recommend  the  work  as  a  timely  and 
thoughtful  monograph  on  one  of  the  principal  themes  of  the 
Christian  revelation. 

Frasbb's  Blending  Lights.* — The  subject  of  this  work,  of 
which  we  have  here  the  second  edition,  is  fairly  defined  on  the 

*  Blendifng  LighU:  or,  The  Belations  of  Natural  Science,  Archsoology,  and 
History,  to  the  Bibla  By  the  Rev.  WnjJAM  Frareb,  LL.D.,  Paisley,  Sootland. 
New  York :  Robert  Garter  ft  Brothers.     1874.    376  pp. 
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title-page,  and  in  a  prefatory  note  the  author  tells  hb  it  ^*  origi- 
nated in  a  desire  to  provide  thoughtful  and  inquiring  young  men 
with  an  antidote  to  errors  which  the  experience  of  the  author  has 
led  him  to  regard  as  widely  prevalent ''    A  part  of  two  of  the 
sixteen  chapters  had  before  appeared  in  the  '*  British  and  Foreign 
Evangelical  Review.'*    Among  the  questions  discussed,  as  indi- 
cated in  the  headings  of  the  chapters,  are  those  relating  to  the 
first  chapter  of  Genesis,  particularly  the  origination  of  matter  and 
of  light  and  life,  the  creative  days;  the  Bible  account  of  man's 
origin ;  the  unity  of  our  race ;  '^  were  our  first  parents  savages  ?  " 
the  antiquity  of  man,  and  the  chronology  of  the  Bible,  and  of 
Geologists ;  Egyptian,  Chaldean,  and  Assyrian  testimonials  to  the 
truth   of  the  Scriptures ;  Bible  history  in  relation  to  prophecy ; 
recent  theories  regarding  the  supernatural  and  the  reign  of  law ; 
evidence  in  nature,  and  in  Christianity,  of  the  supernatural ;  re- 
sults in  the  history  of  Christianity.    The  author  has  made  himself 
familiar  with  both  sides  of  the  recent  controversies  on  these  sub- 
jects, and  treats  of  them  with  care,  discrimination,  and  candor,  in 
a  clear  and  manly  styla     Aiming  to  harmonize  Christianity  and 
modem  science,  he  abates  nothing  from  the  distinctive  doctrines 
of  the  former,  nor  from  the  value  of  the  latter.    We  are  pleased 
to  see  that  he  dissents  from  the  hasty  and  excessive  concessions 
of  some  Christian  apologists.     While  conversant  with  the  latest 
aspects  of  these  controversies,  he  describes  "British  thinkers"  as 
shrinking  from  "  a  course  whose  inevitable  issue  is  materialism," 
"  which  French  writers  have  taken  and  defended,"  a  conclusion 
which  he  says  **  must  be  repudiated  or  accepted ;"  yet,  since  his 
work  was  issued,  Profl  Tyndall,  in  his  latest  utterance,  has  "  con- 
fessed "  his  own  acceptance  of  what  bears  this  name.     Discern- 
ing readers  of  this  last  utterance  have  not  failed  to  notice  a  use 
of  terms  and  accompanying  admissions  that  make  the  position 
very  unlike  the  old  French  materialism.     Unbelief  is  ever  in  a 
transition  state,  and  often,  even  with  the  show  of  novelty,  repeating 
the  old  substance  under  new  names  and  forms.    Dr..  Fraser  has 
not  wholly  escaped  the  fault  we  find  in  most  of  the  late  defenders 
of  revelation,  that  of  exaggerating  the  prevalence  of  infidelity  in 
our  time  as  compared  with  the  past.     Yet  he  confronts  those 
forms  of  it  which  are  now  uppermost  with  so  much  knowledge 
and  abDity,  that  we  cheerfully  commend  his  work,  and  hope  for 
it  a  wide  circulation. 
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Rainy^s  Leotubbs  on  ths  Dbvblopmbnt  of  CHBiffnAN  Doc- 
TEiNB.* — ^Afler  a  preliminary  chapter.  Dr.  Rainy  considers  **  the 
Delivery  of  Doctrine  in  the  Old  Testament,"  "  the  Delivery  of 
Doctrine  in  the  New  Testament,"  "  Function  of  Christian  Mind 
with  reference  to  Doctrine,"  "  Development  of  Doctrine,"  and 
"Creedfi."  The  general  subject  is  the  rise  and  progress  of  doctrinal 
theology  and  its  relation  to  the  Scriptures.  The  author  handles 
this  important  subject  in  a  more  philosophical  and  liberal  spirit 
than  is  usually  found  in  the  schools  of  Scottish  orthodoxy.  He 
holds,  for  example,  that  the  patriarchs  and  Old  Testament  saints 
were  saved  by  having  the  dispositions,  which  in  a  higher  state  of 
knowledge  issue  in  the  evangelical  experience,  rather  than  by  a 
distinct  apprehension  of  Christ.  The  progress  of  Divine  revela- 
tion is  fully  admitted,  as  well  as  the  progress  in  men's  understand- 
ing of  it.  He,  also,  maintains  that  creeds  are  subject  to  revision, 
and  that  a  body  of  Christians  should  hold  themselves  ready  to 
modify  their  confession  of  faith  wherever  there  is  an  occasion  for  it. 
Dr.  Rainy's  work  is  written  in  a  perspicuous  style,  and  on  various 
accounts  deserves  commendation. 

SoLAB  HiBB0GLTPHic8.f — It  may  be  presumed  from  the  title  of 
this  work  that  the  author  holds  in  due  reverence  the  doctrine  of 
the  Trinity,  not  only  in  its  Biblical  forms  but  in  the  ancient  Church 
creeds,  and  is  also  addicted  to  scientific  studies.  His  name  does 
not  appear,  but  Dr.  Ralston  in  the  introduction  refers  to  hitn  as 
'^the  learned  author"  and  as  having  ^'eminent  qualifications" 
"  for  the  discussion."  In  a  modest  preface  he  refers  to  himself  as 
"  now  seventy  years  of  age,"  expressing  the  hope  that  "  some  mind 
of  higher  culture  and  greater  vigor  may  be  induced  to  investigate 
the  subject  more  thoroughly  and  minutely."  The  work,  he  says, 
'*  is  but  an  essay,  and  does  not  pretend  to  be  exhaustive,"  though 
'intended  as  a  contribution  to  the  interests  and  literature  of 
'Christian  evidence.'"  It  is  refreshing  in  these  days  to  meet 
with  strong  convictions  and  genuine  enthusiasm  at  once  in  theol- 

*  2>sKiwry  and  2>0va2e;pmen<  of  Chrigtian  Doctrine.  The  fifth  serieB  of  Ciuming- 
ham  Lectores.  By  Bobebt  Badtt,  D.D.|  Professor  of  Divimtj  and  Church  HUtorj, 
New  College,  Edinburgh.  Edinburgh :  T.  ft  T.  Clark.  1874.  For  sale  bj  Scrib- 
ner  ft  Co.,  664  Broadway,  New  York. 

f  Solar  Bieroglyphica ;  or  the  emblematic  illustrationB  of  the  revealed  doctrine  of 
the  tri-personal  Godhead  which  are  discernible  in  the  solar  lig^t  With  an  intro- 
duction by  Bev.  J.  Grixb  Bauston,  D.D.  Philadelphia:  Smith,  English  ft  Ca 
1874.    n>.  136. 
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ogj  and  science.  To  attempt  the  illustration  of  the  Trinity  from 
nature,  and  especially  from  the  sun  and  light,  is  by  no  means  new, 
but  it  is  carried  further  here  than  we  remember  to  have  seen  it 
elsewhere.  The  line  of  thought,  if  not  yielding  positive  evidence, 
may  yet  disclose  analogies  and  aid  meditation,  besides  entertain- 
ing a  curious  reader.  We  give  a  specimen  of  this  work  from 
p.  34 :  "  The  Godhead  is  a  Tri-personal  Unity,  and  the  light  is  a 
Trinity.  Being  immaterial  and  homogeneous,  and  thus  essentially 
one  in  its  nature,  the  light  includes  a  plurality  of  constituents, 
or,  in  other  words,  is  essentially  three  in  constitutioQ,  its  constitu- 
ent principles  being  the  actinic,  the  luminiferous,  and  the  calorific. 
And  in  glorious  manifestation  the  light  is  one,  and  is  the  created, 
constituted  and  ordained  emblem  of  the  Tri-personal  God." 

MsiCBNTOS  OF  Db.  Patson.* — Dr.  Payson  died  in  1827,  only 
forty-four  years  old,  having  filled  no  other  station  than  that  of  a 
pastor,  with  his  church  in  Portland  for  his  only  charge.  Besides 
his  high  place  among  the  ministers  of  New  England  while  he 
lived,  time  has  shown  that  even  of  those  contemporaries  who 
might  then  be  said  to  attract  more  attention,  none  lefl  a  deeper 
or  more  lasting  impression  beyond  the  bounds  of  his  own  com- 
munion. Giving  himself  with  the  earnestness  of  his  nature  to  the 
work  of  a  preacher  and  pastor,  he  printed  nothing  beyond  occa- 
sional discourses;  but  some  years  after  his  death  his  Memoir,  in- 
cluding extracts  from  his  journal,  and  two  large  volumes  of  his 
sermons,  were  published,  with  the  effect  of  extending  and  estab- 
lishing his  reputation.  An  abridged  Memoir  also  has  been  long  in 
circulation.  And  now  appears  this  duodecimo  volume,  properly 
called  •*  Mementos,**  containing  the  editor's  *•  Sketch  of  his  Life  and 
Character,'*  in  thirty-three  pages,  the  bulk  of  the  book,  or  two 
hundred  and  fifty  pages,  behig  selections  from  his  works,  with  a 
pleasant  and  graceful  Introduction  by  Dr.  Sprague,  whose  honor- 
able memory  in  years  to  come  is  insured  by  his  many  tributes  to 
his  fathers  and  brethren  in  the  ministry.  The  interest  and  signifi- 
cance of  the  work  are  enhanced  by  the  fact  that  the  editor  is  a 
well-known  Methodist  divine,  as  may  be  learned  from  his  other 
writings  named  on  the  title-page,  ^'Wesley  his  own  Historian,"  and 

*  Memenioa  of  Bev.  Edward  FtiyMn^  D.D,^  embracing  a  Sketoh  of  his  life  and 

Character,  and  Selections  from  his  Works.     Bj  Bev.  SDwnr  L.  Jaubs.  With  an 

Introduction  by  W.  B.  SinEULoni,  D.D.,  LL.I).  New  York :  Nelson  k  Phillips. 
1873.    pp.  361. 
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"  Character  and  Career  of  Francis  Asbury."  The  compilation  from 
such  a  Boiirce,  with  the  accompanying  tribute,  shows  how  far  the 
attractions  of  Payson's  mind  and  heart  transcend  the  sympathies 
of  his  theological  creed,  and  will  extend  his  fame  and  influence 
through  a  larger  circle  of  devout  readers.  We  welcome  the  pub- 
lication for  another  reason.  Payson  is  distinguished  for  the  fervid 
imaginative  type  of  his  piety,  which  at  the  same  time  lost  nothing 
of  the  sobriety  and  severity  that  characterize  the  doctrinal  school 
to  which  he  belonged.  With  the  exception  of  Edwards  and  Brai- 
nerd-^the  latter  no  doubt  largely  moulded  under  the  influence 
of  the  former — ^he  may  be  said  to  staAd  more  conspicuously  than 
any  other  of  the  New  England  divines  since  the  Puritans  as  a  rep- 
resentative of  this  class.  The  depth  of  his  religious  experience, 
the  glow  of  his  devotional  feelings,  the  ascetic  element  appearing 
in  his  training,  bis  intense  earnestness  of  conviction  and  purpose, 
the  zeal  and  unction  of  his  ministry,  mark  him  out  among  the 
theologians,  teachers,  and  philanthropists,  that  have  not  been 
wanting  in  this  country ;  nor  can  there  be  a  question  as  to  the  ex- 
traordinary power  and  success  of  his  pastoral  work.  In  some 
aspects  he  was  not  so  symmetrical  nor  so  happy  as  he  might  have 
been,  nor  should  he  be  studied  in  his  conflicts  and  raptures  as  a 
model  by  which  others  ought  to  try  or  to  mould  their  own  expe- 
rience, as  some  readers  of  his  memoirs  have  been  tempted  to  do ; 
but  a  like  caution  is  to  be  used  as  to  religious  biographies  gen- 
erally, and  it  has  been  often  enough  reiterated  as  to  Payson  by 
critics  who  seem  to  forget  that  neither  can  a  safe  standard  be 
drawn  from  their  own  colder  natures  and  easy-going  religiousness. 
It  remains  true  that  his  life  and  ministry  was  a  rich  blessing  not 
only  to  the  people  of  his  charge  but  to  the  Church  in  general,  and 
the  inoi-e  to  be  prized  in  New  England  for  the  elements  we  have 
noted  as  not  generally  predominant  among  her  clergy.  Piety 
of  his  type  needs  the  more  to  be  recurred  to  in  our  day  in  coun- 
teraction of  prevailing  tendencies  to  compromising  and  superfi- 
cial notions  of  Christian  character.  And  there  seems  to  be  some 
reaction  towards  it  in  the  public  mind,  if  we  may  judge  by  the 
frequent  references  to  him  and  citations  from  him  almost  half  a 
century  after  his  death,  and  especially  by  such  a  compilation  as 
this,  which  the  editor  felt  to  be  wanted  in  the  large  and  influential 
denomination  to  which  he  belongs,  as  we  feel  it  to  be  also  in  our 
own.  We  would  call  the  attention  of  ministers  also  to  the  power 
and  eminence  of  Payson  in  public  prayer.    Such  as  are  left  of  his 
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parishioners  remember  him  not  less  in  this  depaitment  than  in 
preaching.  Of  course  it  cannot  be  so  well  represented  on  the 
printed  page,  yet  the  freshness,  fervor  and  vivacity  of  his  devo- 
tional services,  as  abundant  testimony  shows,  gave  him  power 
with  men  as  well  as  with  God.  Young  men  entering  the  ministry, 
especially  in  the  absence  of  prescribed  forms,  if  not  so  richly  en- 
dowed as  Payson,  may  yet  well  consider  what  it  behooves  them 
to  do  and  what  promise  there  is  of  success  in  this  part  of  their 
work.  We  have  not  gone  into  any  comparison  with  the  larger 
volumes  to  test  the  judgment  of  the  editor  in  his  work  of  sel€it$tion« 
but  it  is  safe  to  say  that  he  could  not  well  go  amiss  in  attempting 
a  valuable  compilation  from  such  materials,  and  any  glance  into  its 
pages  rewards  us  with  some  glimpse  of  the  gifted  and  saintly 
subject. 

HI8TOB1CAI.  AlTD  BI06BAPHICAL. 

LiFB  OP  John  Quincy  Adams  :  Vol.  11.* — ^The  present  volume 
continues  the  Diary  of  Mr.  Adams  down  to  August,  1814,  when  in 
conjunction  with  Clay,  Gallatin,  and  Russel,  he  began  the  nego- 
tiation which  ended  in  the  Treaty  terminating  the  last  war  with 
Great  Britain.  It  embraces  an  account  of  his  mission  and  resi- 
dence at  the  Russian  Court.  Few  stirring  incidents  are  recorded, 
and  not  many  persons  which  excite  a  high  degree  of  interest 
are  brought  upon  the  stage.  The  character  and  manners  of  the 
Russian  Court  at  that  time  are,  however,  well  depicted.  The 
volume  is  replete  with  manifestations  of  personal  feelings  and 
traits.  Whatever  faults  and  follies  may  be  attributed  to  John 
Quincy  Adams,  his  conscientious  patriotism  admits  of  no  question. 

Professor  Hoppin*8  Life  of  Admiral  Footb.! — At  the  "break- 
ing out  of  the  war  of  the  slaveholder's  rebellion,  one  of  the  most 
widely  known  and  one  of  the  most  trusted  officers  of  our  navy  was 
Andrew  Hull  Foote — soon  raised  to  the  rank  of  Rear- Admiral. 
His  services  in  the  organization  of.  a  naval  flotilla  on  the  western 
waters,  and  his  subsequent  brilliant  successes,  gave  him  at  the 
time  a  reputation  through  the  whole  country  second  to  that  of  no 

*  Mmnair$  of  John  Quincy  Adama,  oomprisiDg  portions  of  his  Diary  from  1796 
to  1848.    Edited  by  Charles  Francis  Adams.    J.  B.  Lippincott  ft  Go.    1874. 

t  lAfe  of  Andrew  HuU  Fboit^  Rear-Admiral  United  States  Navy.  By  Jambs 
Mason  Hofpiv,  Professor  in  Yale  College.  With  a  portrait  and  illustrations. 
New  York :  Harper  k  Brothers.    1874.    12mo,  411  pp. 
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oMcer  either  in  the  army  or  in  the  navy»  He  was  one  of  the  men 
to  whom  we  owe  it,  that  the  tide  of  rebel  Bucoesses  was  at  last 
tamed.  His  early  death  in  1863,  hastened  by  the  labors  and 
hardships  incident  to  the  work  which  fell  to  him,  deprived  the 
conntry  of  one  of  its  very  best  defenders.  Other  men,  after  him, 
oame  more  prominently  to  the  front,  in  the  conclnding  days  of  the 
war,  but  of  no  one  of  them  has  the  country  more  reason  to  be 
proud  than  "  the  hero  of  Fort  Donelson/* 

Prof.  Hoppin  has  been  successful  in  preparing  a  biography  of 
Admiral  Foote  which  deserves  to  be  widely  read.  He  has  brought 
out  distinctly  the  important  events  by  which  his  career  was 
marked — prominent  among  which  are  his  storming  of  the  ^'  Barrier 
Forts "  in  China,  his  visit  to  Japan,  his  visit  to  Siam,  his  cruise 
on  the  shores  of  Africa ;  but  the  special  excellence  of  the  book  is 
his  presentation  of  the  character  of  the  Admiral  He  says  that 
^  the  central  element  of  his  character  was  an  immutable  resolution, 
under  a  sense  of  religious  duty,  to  pursue  the  right  The  princi- 
ples he  had  deliberately  chosen  he  carried  to  sea  with  him,  and 
into  public  life,  and  into  his  intercourse  with  men  everywhere  and 
under  all  circumstances.^'  This  led. him  to  be  active  in  efforts  for 
the  promotion  of  temperance  in  the  navy  and  among  sailors ;  this 
led  him  to  take  an  interest  in  Christian  missions ;  this  led  him  to 
labor  to  expose  the  atrocities  of  the  slave  trade  on  the  coast  of 
Africa.  Prof.  Hoppin  has  evidently  been  engaged  in  a  labor  of 
love  in  writing  the  life  of  this  brave,  earnest,  accomplished  Chris- 
tian sailor,  and  he  has  done  his  work  with  care,  with  fidelity,  and 
with  rare  good  taste. 

Andeeson'b  "Mission  in  India."* — Our  readers  know  that  since 
his  retirement  from  the  more  active  duties  of  the  post  he  so  long 
and  ably  occupied,  Dr.  Anderson  has  been  doing  an  invaluable 
work,  not  only  for  the  American  Board  but  for  Christian  missions 
at  large.  No  man  is  better  qualified  by  experience,  opportunity, 
zeal,  and  judgment,  to  be  the  historian  of  the  Board  and  its  opera- 
tions to  the  present  time.  His  name  is  a  guaranty  for  fulness  and 
accuracy  of  information  in  the  compilations  he  has  given  to  the 
churches.  Having  begun  with  missions  to  the  Sandwich  Islands, 
he  next  took  up  those  to  the  Oriental  Churches,  and  devotes  the 

*  History  of  the  Miasiona  of  the  American  Board  of  Oommiesionera  for  Foreign  Mie- 
Hone,  in  India.  By  Burus  Akdbbsov,  D.D.|  LL.D.,.  Utelj  Foreign  Secretaiy  of  the 
Board.    Boston :  Congregational  Publishing  Society.    18*74.    12inO|  pp.  443. 
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present  volame  to  India.  Of  the  three  volumes  he  regards  this 
as  properly  standing  first  in  order,  the  Board  having  begun  its 
work  in  that  country.  "  Advancing  years,"  he  tells  us,  "  deter 
him  from  undertaking  the  history  of  other  missions,''  though  there 
remain  those  **  to  the  North  American  Indians,  and  to  Africa. 
China,  and  Japan."  We  hope  that  the  present  senior  secretary, 
or  some  other  equally  competent  hand,  if  there  is  another,  will  yet 
complete  the  series.  It  occurs  to  us  that  every  pastor's  library 
ought  to  be  supplied  with  these  volumes.  The  intelligent  mem- 
bers of  our  churches  may  find  their  faith  "  in  the  future  of  the 
missionary  work"  strengthened,  as  the  author  tells  us  his  own 
has  been,  by  the  facts  here  recorded. 

Epochs  of  Histobt.* — Brief  summaries  in  history  are  valuable 
for  advanced  students,  but  the  worst  possible  books  as  manuals 
for  beginners.  They  can  give  only  the  bones,  and  of  these  only  the 
largest,  in  the  skeleton.  Dry,  fleshless  compends  excite  little  in- 
terest, and  make  little  impression  on  the  reader.  On  the  contrary, 
students  who  are  somewhat  advanced  in  historical  studies  find 
such  works  very  useful.  They  serve  as  maps  of  the  country  which 
they  are  traveling  over.  The  little  volumes  before  us  have 
decided  merits  for  works  of  this  class.  Mr.  Seebohm  is  a  schol- 
arly and  well-informed  writer.  He  looks  at  the  Reformation  out 
of  the  eyes  of  an  Anglican  and  Erasmian ;  and  the  reader  must 
make  the  proper  discount  for  this  bias. 

Blaokib's  HobuB  Hellenics. f— Professor  Blackie  is  not  only 
an  accomplished  scholar ;  he  is,  also,  a  strong  thinker,  who  is,  at 
the  same  time,  master  of  a  vigorous  and  racy  style.  The  Essays 
and  Discussions  which  are  collected  in  this  very  handsome  vol- 
ume are  ripe  products  of  sound  learning.  Several  of  them — ^for 
example,  the  first,  on  "  the  Theology  of  Homer" — are  fine  examples 
of  condensation.  The  results  of  long  study  are  presented  in  a 
brief  space,  and  yet  lucidly  presented.  One  of  the  attractions 
of  these  essays  is  the  occasional  references  to  modern  men  and 
affairs,  which  serve  to  give  vividness  to  the  portraitures  of  ancient 

*  Epochs  of  Eukry,  Edited  bj  Edwabd  E.  Mobbis,  M.  A.  The  Bra  of  (he  PtoU 
eetant  BevoluHonf  by  F.  Ssbbohh.  The  Orueadars,  hj  Gborgb  W.  Cox,  M.  A.  New 
York:  Scribner,  Annstrong  k  Ck).     1874. 

f  fform  BdleniecB :  Easays  and  Discussions  on  some  important  points  of  Greek 
Philology  and  Antiquity.  By  John  Stuabt  Blackui,  F.B.B.E.,  fta,  Ac.  Loq- 
don:  MaGmillan&  Go.    1874. 
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men  and  things.  The  author  is  a  stout  polemic :  he  would  not  be 
a  Scotchman  if  he  were  not.  .But  he  is  courteous.  He  finds 
reason  to  combat  some  of  the  theories  of  his  *' distinguished 
friendy''  Max  Mtlller.  Of  Grote  he  writes,  in  the  Preface: 
**  Highly  as  I  value  the  apology  for  the  Athenian  democracy 
which  is  the  characteristic  feature  of  his  great  work,  it  has  always 
appeared  to  me  that  there  are  some  matters  in  the  intellectual  his- 
tory of  the  Hellenic  people  with  which  the  unpoetical  character  of 
his  mind,  and  the  negative  philosophy  which  he  preferred,  ren- 
dered him  incompetent  to  deal"  This  is  a  just  criticism.  Orote 
was  not  the  man  to  appreciate  Plato,  and,  therefore,  not  the  man 
thoroughly  to  understand  him.  One  of  the  best  things  in  Pro! 
Blackie's  book  is  his  Reply  to  Grote,  on  the  Sophists.  Grote's 
discussion  of  the  Sophists  is  a  truly  sophistical  treatment  of  this 
chapter  in  Athenian  history.  It  is  marked  by  inconsistencies, 
and  wears  throughout  the  aspect  of  an  effort  at  special  pleading. 
Grote's  concessions,  if  they  are  closely  observed,  really  overthrow 
his  main  position  on  this  question.  Those  who  have  been  misled 
by  his  specious  argumentation  on  this  subject,  would  be  profited 
by  reading  the  effectual  confutation  which  it  receives  at  the  hands 
of  the  author  of  the  interesting  volume  before  us. 

Thb  Indian  Question.* — In  this  book  are  republished  the 
Articles  contributed  by  Gen.  Walker  to  the  "  North  American 
Review,''  April,  1873,  entitled  "  The  Indian  Question,''  and  that 
which  appeared  in  "The  International  Review,"  May,  1874, 
entitled  "Indian  Citizenship."  To  these  is  appended  "An 
account  of  the  numbers,  location,  and  social  and  industrial  condi- 
tion of  each  important  tribe  of  Indians  within  the  United  States," 
extracted  from  General  Walker's  repoi*t  as  Commissioner  of 
Indian  affairs  in  1872.  It  is  quite  within  bounds  to  say  that  the 
book  forms  a  timely,  interesting  and  valuable  contribution  to  the 
discussion  of  an  important  subject.  Gen.  Walker  here  exhibits  a 
thorough  and  accurate  acquaintance  with  the  history  of  legislation 
in  Indian  affairs,  and  recounts  the  stages  of  its  progress  down  to 
the  complete  abrogation  of  the  treaty  system  by  Congress  in 
1871,  and  the  shiftless,  do-nothing  policy  of  Congress  since.  The 
difficulties  of  the  problems  to  be  solved  in  legislation  for  the 
Indians,  so  as  to  do  full  justice  both  to  them  and  to  the  growing 

*  The  Indian  Question.    By  Francis  A.  Walkbb,  late  U.  S.  GommlBsioner  of 
Indian  affairs.    Boston:  James  R.  Osgood  k  Oo.     1674. 
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claims  of  civilization,  are  clearly  set  forth.  So  also  are  the  prin- 
ciples and  the  general  methods  by  which,  in  the  author's  opinion, 
the  solution  of  these  difficulties  should  be  approached  in  the  spirit 
of  statesmanship  and  philanthropy  alike.  He  is  no  one-sided 
advocate  either  of  the  red  man  or  the  white.  He  is  as  far  re- 
moved from  the  superficial  sentimentalism  of  that  class  of  talkers 
on  '*  the  Indian  question,"  who  look  upon  **'  the  poor  Indian"  as 
the  ever  wronged  victim  of  white  injustice,  as  from  that  of  the 
other  class,  equally  superficial,  who  regard  him  as  a  mere  wild 
beast,  fit  only  to  be  improved  off  from  the  face  of  the  earth.  Here 
is  his  admirable  picture  of  the  Indian  character.  "  Voluptuary 
and  stoic ;  swept  by  gusts  of  fiiry  too  terrible  to  be  witnessed, 
yet  imperturbable  beyond  all  men  under  the  ordinary  excitements 
and  accidents  of  life ;  garrulous,  yet  impenetrable ;  curious,  yet 
himself  reserved ;  proud  and  mean  alike  beyond  compare ;  supe. 
rior  to  torture  and  the  presence  of  certain  death,  yet  by  the  stan- 
dards of  all  other  peoples  a  coward  in  battle ;  capable  of  magnan- 
imous actions,  which  when  uncovered  of  all  romance  are  worthy 
of  the  best  days  of  Roman  virtue,  yet  more  cunning,  false,  and 
cruel  than  the  Bengalee — this  copper-colored  sphinx — this  riddle 
unread  of  men,  equally  fascinates  and  foils  the  inquirer."    (p.  15.) 

Gen.  Walker  fully  beUeves  that  the  experiment  of  Indian  civili- 
zation is  worthy  of  a  thorough  and  patient  trial  He  favors  the 
continuance  of  the  reservation  system,  in  some  improved  and  care- 
fully devised  and  guarded  form.  He  urges  in  this  connection 
judicious  provision  for  the  seclusion,  protection  and  guardianship 
of  the  Indians  under  government  control,  with  their  education  in 
the  arts  of  civilization  and  the  duties  of  citizenship.  That  the 
Indian  character  is  capable  of  development  in  civilization  he 
abundantly  proves  by  examples.  Speaking  of  "  that  body  of 
Indians,  about  55,000  in  number,  which  occupy  chiefly  the  regions 
known  as  the  Indian  Territory,"  he  says,  "  They  are  self-support- 
ing, independent,  and  even  wealthy.  Their  cereal  crops  exceed 
those  of  all  the  territories  of  the  United  States  combined.  In 
the  number  and  value  of  horses  and  cattle  they  are  surpassed  by 
the  people  of  but  one  Territory,  in  expenditures  for  education  by 
the  people  of  no  Territory." 

We  commend  the  book  most  fully  to  the  attention  of  every 
American  citizen  who  believes,  with  Gen.  Walker,  that  this  coun- 
try has  duties  in  this  matter  to  its  own  honor  and  to  the  human 
race.  It  will  be  impossible  to  read  his  instructive  pages  without 
feeling  a  new  interest  in  the  questions  and  arguments  which  he  so 
lucidly  and  eloquently  presents. 
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